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~oef 
FACTS \!J 

s-t-Elewlion - e.229 ,_ ebove ... in.1 
LM,gtll • 22 ,nl.; Wodlh • t 2 ml. 
S1'oreline • 71 ml !Calif. 42 mL; Nevada 29 ml) 

c..,.cicy • 122. t 80.280 -•'"- of ... ,., 
Surf_ AIM · 193 aq. ml. (122.200 ectn) 

Depch • Mulmum 1,8'5 ft.: A-age 989 IL 
Surfacer_,..,...., •• Mu. ea-F; Min_ 41-F; 
Only -lee • TNCIIN Riv« ec T.i-City 

AND.,. 

ldce Tahoe 11 01 long 01 the Engllah ChonMi 11 wide. 
.._ ronomo Conol, 700 f-t wide ond SO fffl deep, could 
• filled with T"'-'1 wol.,. even ;f It circled !he globe 01 
h. equoto, - ond th«• would 11111 be enough wot« left 
- IO fUI a canol of the ..,,,. 11•• runnin9 from Son 
,andoco to New York. - - 1 

H Lae Jahoe- tipped -r. fhe woter would cover: 
:..lifOfflla to a depth {If 1.4% lnchet. CT••o• would only be ,._ec1 loo deplfi, of•~ lnchet.) 1'Y It, you11 .-. 
, All overoge 1,400,000 ton1 of water (o, one-tenth of 
,n Ind,) e,,opo,a1e cwry day. Thot' • more thon 11 releated 
h,ough the frudoff 11,,.,, o, -gh to tupply the dolly 
.alw requi,-b of 3,500,000 people. 

While k• moy ..,,,.,Imel fo,m olong thorellne lnle11, 
.oli.e Tahoe hat never been known to frNz• over. 

1 _ Mony drvwnlnsi victim• ore never recovered from 
~ ....._ r..i-. The cold woter at lower depth• p,n•rw• the 

JOd.. and p,....,11 the formation of go••• that would 
HhetwlM floot them to the aurfoce. 

Aa an "interstate~ waterway' Lake Tahoe It 
-ected by the U.S. Coo1t Guord (ond 11 rumoted to be 
"- mail detlreable Coa1t Gvord duty 1totlon In th• 
-orfd). 

(/Jee,i ff a/i:oe ~~ lech,re1 on ahemole Mondo,, evenlr>gt ,tv-ghout it,., 
~ tumme,, commencing on Jw,e 17th, wllh o talk by J.,1,. 

Corvllle on "Wlldtloww• of the Siena.· ore po,t ol the 

Gatekeepe Cont II d mu1eu111'• ••ponding program of hlatorlcof offMift9L In r ro e loddftlon, •-ol lnetrvdlonol a .. ,1-1n , ... on ol bo.S.et 
mof."'9 from notlv• molerlola ore achedufed for J.,ne 21. Tahoe's water Level and July'' o1Wf t2. Themuaeu111laopendolly. II 0.ffl. '°' 
p.m. For further lnfOtfflOflon obo..t exhibit-. program• or 

,,c.ro1vonltten 
Ceutt .. r of Notfh Lok• Toh- Hl,torlel Society 

Though many lrlbuto,I" feed their chilly offering• Into 
loke Tahoe, the lower Trv<k- l iver, convnenclng 01 
Tohae City, la the l.ol,e'a only outlet, ond ha• thu, been the 
focu1 of ot1emp11 to ortlllclolly conlrol the loke 1...,.1, 
be9innln9 with o crib dom built In 1870 by Col. A. Von 
Sdvnldt. 

In 1910, In onllclpotlon of the ,onatructlon of a new 
concrete dom, o log gotekNper'• re11dence ..-01 built on 
the southern bonk of the outlet. The new dom wot 
completed In 191 S. ond W.S. Slmrnond1 wo, hired 01 the 
lint dam tender, The nine orl9lnol floodgol .. (there or• 
now 17) were operoted by hand- ..-Inch. bo1ed on 
Simmonds' on-all• obter,,otlon• of fluctuallons In the Lok• 
level. Monual odfu1trMnt of ,.,. 901e1 continued until 
)968, when compu_lorlzed· ~11lpn1ent woa Ina tolled, 
et.n1lnotln9 the nec .. ,1,y of o re11den1 go1e1< .. eer by 
trontlerrlng control of the ,,..,..., to Reno. 

In September of 1978. onon doirned the empty cobin.. A 
ten-year effort by the North l.ol.e Tahoe Hl1torkol Society 
to acquire the 2'-' oa• 9round1 and obtain perml11lon to 
,.,,ore the cabin for UM 01 o mu1eum had , .. mfngly 
Milfered on lmpoulble Mtbock. lul, 01 o re1ull of th• 
unlirln9 effort, of o few devoted memben of the Society, 
the hltlori< dwolUn9 wo1 rebuilt In 1980 under the 
direction of Art Thiede. 

The cabin wo1 declkoled In July of 1981, ond rodoy hout" 
o growing collection _of hl,torlcol ortlfach ond memaro­
bllfo, aupplemented 1h11 1umrMr by .. verol apeclol loon 
••hlblll, lncludJng o 3'" model of the Steamer Tohoe, o , 
collection of antique children'• toy, oncf go,ne,, ond o_ 
colorful onortrnenl of hoberda1hery belonging to the 
Pomln lomlly. 

membeMlp In the North lolte Toho.. Hlatorlcof Socciety. 
contact the --ot (916)583-1761. 



J1'WMJ I L ' ---

-

l~11,1y 
,tl\ui b11y V1ctloner101d111t Have Much ~. 

Ii 

NOatH TAHOI WUIC th,....gh J.,,.. 21 ltlJ 

/f,u f!falwe :1~ 
Early D11y Vac11tioners 

Didn't H11ve Much Choice 

ly c.,., V•n Ett•n 
C•utte1y •f North lelte f•hoe Hl1toriol Society 

VltltOfa to f ohoe'a no,th ,ho,• thla aumm•r moy find 
themHlve1 b.wlld•red bv tho myrlod of cholc•• ovoiloblo 
with •••poet to lodglng. The Sierra vacation•• of 50 year ■ 
ogo wa1 not 10 ov•rburdened, ot an Imaginary motor trip 
toword Cry1tol Bay from tho fahoe City "Y" will 
domon1trato. 

Following th• highway th,ough Toho• City, on II• 
nonheo1terly coura•, th• 1933 trovoller com• lmmodlat•ly 
upon Corl kchclolt S,,'a "Tahoe Inn" on tho bluff obov• 
Toho• City'• Common, Booch. Tho 70-yoor•old •tructur• 
wo, to burn to tho ground th• following Aprll, but wa• 
qukkly robullt and managed to open for tho 1935 1ummor 
too■on. Today, tho o1tabll,hmont f• known a• Victoria 
Station. 

Heoding on over Dollar Hill, ther• wa• little (1ov• 
conifer foro•t and acott•red private r•1ld•nco1) to gr••• 
the motorlll un•II ho rooched Cornollon Boy, whor• a hotel 
of •h• 1omo name furni,hed lodging and meal, . 

Tahoe Vl•ta wo• 10 littl• dovolopod In 1933 thot th• 
n•lghborhood hotel on •ha• •Ide wa• almply alluded to o• 
"Toho• Vl1•0." tho word "hot•I" II.Ing und•r ■tood. 

To tho •a•t, King, Beoch wa• e1tabll1hlng ltHII a• a 
community. Th•ro, provl•lon• hod b•on mode for those 
hordy Campora who hod broved oll manner of lnconvon• 
lone• on tho outo ride to the lak• ovor those 1933 rood• 
(perhopa 50 yeora haven't brought 01 many change• a• one 
would wlah). King, Booch hod bffn aubdlvld•d Into 25-foot 
lot• or "tent •"•••" ond for a nominal down poym•nl, 
"prop•rty own•n" could pitch th•lr conva1 dw•lling1 on 
wood•n platform• ond •njoy the corivonlenc• ol running 
wat•r, piped through a crud• above-ground •ye•em •a •h• 
• ntlr• trac•. 

Continuing on th• highway toward North Stat•lln•, th• 
trov•ll•r would hovo com• upon Horry 0 . Com11ock'a 
"Brockway Ho••I" (ond Hot Spring•) at th• foot of th• 
Brockway grad•, with on olr•ody 60-y•or r•putotlon 
among h•ollh1Hk•r1 01 on Ideal location to "tak• th• 
cur•" for all monn•r of phyeicol oilmen••· Th• ••sort 
off•r•d awlmmlng. golf, and riding, 01 w•II a• fl•hlng ond 
booting (and of course th~ r••!ora~.!. m~ ol wa••rtJ. 

'

Resorts> l-lotPlt > North ~IOte ,. Muhlpkt l l 
C.rol Vin [lttn Collett Ion _ ~ _ _l.-) ------- ... ·----··- ·· 

' In lhoui doyi, word of mouth and bfoch11,o odv.,,1 .. no 
w••• th• p, lmo,y toult ft of en•k emonf lo lhe .-«011oll 
uowd, Tho Tehoe Tottl•t wot 11itl two H010flt -try ltbM 
being r•inlroduced (alt•, o 5~yoot Ntlf111J to loco/ 
n•w11•ond•, and •h• "To....,Slerto Attoclonort," loter to 
play on lm!'°rtont 101• In fomlho,/1/r,9 pofenflol "'•lfort 
with Tahoe a mont chormt, wot 11111 Hverof r-• ltorn 
formation. In lh• ob•enc• of • mouthpiece, rno,,y lo<of 
bu1ln•11m•n turned wlnt•r ottontlotl lo •hun,p•119 fhoff 
•ndivlduol drum•, for rhelr own benefit and thof of lo<of 
comm••<• In 11•n•tol. In tpllo of th• onthutlotm 
gen•roted by •h•H locof prop,lelon and by ,.,.,,,,.119 
vocotlon•rt, tho r•glon contlnved fa grow 1lowfy 11t1til 
olt•r World Wo, II, when lhe lal,e began to • "perlen<o o 
"boom" which helped lo •••obllah rnony foe.of bvtl~Mt 
•1111 In ••••••nc• today, N••I l11u•> o IOUI' of w .. f IMfO 
lodg•nga of thol bygon• era, and o ditcu»lon of -
oth•r mean• of tron•po,1otlofl •o the folco 0voiloble 1tt 
1933. 

Th• •orly-day vocollon•r ottrocled by •he fur• of °""'• 
Fortun• could find her plJ'ng ho, lrode Ju•• up tfi. Qtode. 
H•••• th• north •hor• • gaming lnduat,y hod gotten 
underway In rut•lc: 1tyl• with the oponinQ of ,he OflQN'Of 
Col-Navo lodge In 1927, The lodoe burned •o the QIOvftd 1tt 
Moy of 1937, but WOI rebuMt In 31 doyt Int- ta op...,.., 
the •umm•r •eoton, 

Th• lodgepol• pin• decor wat hl9hliQhted by "'°""'• 
oulcropplng1 of nollv• 9ronlfe, borderlnQ o,, ~ 
•tr•om whkh wot , tocked with imp, .. 11¥0 ap.ci- of 
rainbow trout. The aummer of 1933 wat 1h. flttot got9 of 
Prohibition, for though tho r•poof of the 18th Afflendm_, 
hod been propoaed In f•iwua,y of 11,of ,_, 1h. ,....,, 
rotillcollon did no• o«ur until o.c...,i,., 5. and In 1h. 
meantime, •h• no•u•• of tho llq11ld ,efr"""'-t• ot tho 
"line," o• •l•ewher•, wo• dependenf on the p,oidfl'lity of 
the local low enlo,c.emonf ovtho,itl ... 

TH•S WEEJC IN HISTOIY1 

June 12, 1901 • A pott office WOt offic.lolly .. ,obi~ ot 
lohtlde (IO<lfh ••o•eflne) 

Jun• 15, 1887 . flllu and Y•rlnQton't ••- lug "Emerald r 
wat launched ot Glenb,ook 



s 

• 

!CTS > Tahoe City> Commons ~t ~,., /t./1st-?rt /fl f 
'Carol v,n Euen Collecflon 

The View From The Slammer 
IJ c.,.i VM lftM 

C..,,••r of th. N.m, Leite, ..... Hl1tetlcel Seclety 

C.,,,,ollr locate,1 ju.i _,._., of lhe ,..,_ 01y -v.­
c:.,..,-,, 1-«Jt ho pop.,1o, f"''-'~'9 pl«• for lo<ol, ot>d 
_._, ..... "-•-· ,.._,. _, "°' bo -· fhot ot 
- llfflo Iha pl10.- ••.,.,... of booth ond picnic 
.-,0. - occupied by the ...... ,.,r .. of • ,.,,,..., of 
on..,p,keo ond o,e,01ion., both p,,bllc w p,l'lot•. 

AJ _ ,i-lheto lflci..ded o ""1 ., .. _ plor (Oft which 
1Df J.I. c-,i..,·, •c...,- HooiM'" ond Dovie ot>d 
Noaworo'1 ~ol Morchondko Slor• • lot., 11111• Tahoe 
M«c.,tllo). ot>d o jail 

In 1900, tho - ,,.,,_,""'99 roJrc,ocl llna lold by the 
l.ol<o fc,hoo .ollwoy and frOfttpo,fDlioft Con,po,,y lr­
frvc:kee IO Tohoo Oty or'4 the Tot- Tovern -• In fvl 
_ .. .__ _,_. ahc,ps ot the ,,.,,h_, ond of tho Com-•-· provlcMcli ...... by O lro,tle whld, rOft the 
Songth of the C-,,Ona. malclng ., .. of moro thon 15 
rod,,ull>bod plert to lflO"I tho high WDI_,, 1ft lho -ly 
,-, of thlt •-"'Y• lhe booch wot hardly on ln.t11n9 ,pot 
for plc.nld<.,._ The lrelflCHI of the roilrood wo, toloroted 
.,., lhe "'°"""' that II -• .,. 01N1 to local ,_., .. of 
olf .Ind .. 

Ml, litt--1, who gave hk "°"'• to -ol trDC11 ol 
lond "°"h W _, of the golf cou, ... hod qvltcloim 
doedod lhe c..m-.10 the poople ol Tohoe Oty prior to 
1900, ond lollowlng l09D1: olf0<t1 to qulol Comm""lty Tille. 
tho property com• undef tho C111lodiOt11hip of tho Superior 
Cou,I of Ploc., Co.,nty. k lldlngt ond other l""9ible form, 
ol l rffPDI• -• o,dored r--..d within D ft.ad lime 
limit. 

In A119111t of 1937. o brondl librory hod oponad In the old 
_,.,.,~. t,vlldlng. by then the home of tho Fad.roted 
w-•• Ovb. The building went up In llomff In Octobor 

I 
of thot ,-or• o blare rumored ID bo Incendiary In "oture. 

~tly tt-.. 11.,. o group of citl1en1 fovnded • 
. ,_profit o,go,,lrotlon for tho pvrpow of ...,..,rudong a 

bvtld''"9 on Iha eo,,,,...,,. bluff lo hovte a Community 
eon,.,. po11 o111c • • and nbra,y. The ,__,,ory 1r ..... e 
llrvclvro. ~ ond built by NormM Moyfleld, wot 
completed tho fol lowfng--. for an octual cosh Ollfloy 
(mud, of rho work wot donoted) of $6.000. 

Slnco relocotlon of bot-h tho librory ond tho'pott office. 
tho old Comm""lly eon,., building ho1 p,o-,lded DC<Dffl­

modatlon1 lo, olflCH of tho P.U.0 . and the Porks and •ea-Ion Oeparfment. Next door. tho Tahoe City Firo 
Stotlon occuplff tho ox,romo IOllfhwett - of tho 
Co,nm.,.t propo,ty. loth tho orlginol tenant, of tho 
Co,n,,_;1yeen1., buildi"'SI ond the Fire ProlectiOtl Oi1trkt 
-• able to H<ure the bl .. ,lngt of the Superior Court on 
the g,-,d1 thot their p, .. ence benelitted the people of 
Tahoe City. 

A blod< bulldlng OI the ba .. of tho bluff, abovt 10' 
"°""-' of the C,omn,unity Cent.,, at one time houted 
tho local jail Afford''"9 o tpO<tacular vi- of tho boach 
Clftd beyond. It• ropotitory of cowol ond detperote 
pri- oliko wot bolt tultod ta ...,,,,,.., repote. tho 
11,ucturo bolng both unheated and without Indoor 
lacllitlff. Comprltlng - cellt, the hoongow wot for 
,,_,., ,..,. the tffpDfttibllity al . Conot,J,l,e (Oeputy• c.a,-. lalJet> J1af7 Johantot:,., '!"<' ""~ tOQI. er~• __..,, . -

«ron 1t,e 1lrNf lo 11,e ,..,_ Inn for their--'•· "' l"-0. 
,... pr-, $1,ertfft s.A,ttotlon ond '°"""' offlc .. -· 
completed. Tho old Joll r.......,,. --· 

South of the C--,e, on land whkh ,ubu-tly 
become • Swedltli farlMC>UM, - tho __,.,..._, 
headqvarlort of 001-So-La•lee, tho world-r-necl 
Wathoe botl.et~er. fr- lhh Ille -ed -,, 
_,,,. ..... __,, ond fwtfted U-ioftt of ...,. ond ... 
-•I componlaM. Tho purity of lho clc,y depoolt wNdl 
Aot directly ofht-o WOI altD tho ...., .. , of • Woshoe 
pott•ry -..l«tory ond outlet. 

While -,.<lof Inter .. ,, con,...,. lo .... 1he .,.. al the 
,.,.,ror , 11e for their own purpotH. ,am_dol de, ,lop 
_, of lho c-- hot "- lowfvfly forblddM. The 
long-t1ondi"11 effort, of tho lacol Merlcon l.eglOft to '°"''l'VC'I o M-1al Focl~'Y .,. the lacot;,.., hove "­
approved by lho Court. but _ ,, rei- of fund, by tho 
County. Tho prDpoted 11ructur• would Include an 1nc1oor 
opo,lt ,.,,,., lo i.-.fil tho ,...ill of Iha _.,.,lty • o 
""'"°ble atul to ..... ,., reu---

'" ,p;,e of tho exten1i¥• de,el.._ .. , of ..,,,..,..,ling 
lond. tho Tahoe O'Y '-'"""• -- 1o provide o 
«>nYOnlont r••r- lo, the enjoyment of oll • o pl­
retvrn lrom tho doyt w"- comm-,., octl,,ity rhr-oned 
to rob tho '°"'""'"'" of one ol II• chief 110tvrol .. ..,.. 



\ 4 \North h1lme hl11ln11 SU Vc,art Ago /llu,lnc," / lndu,t,y • llet11u1•1r1t 

!Carol V,n ( """ Ct1ll11ctlo;1 

HOIU4 fAHOt WUIC J- ,o , Jwlt 6. lft.l ___ ,. -

~~. • ,,.pc1,111111n, 1h•r o,,.,..d '1'111,tti'• ,., .,, 1,,,,, 111111 11 
l1111Mdl11l•'1 becn,,.e ., ..... ,,eo.. ,,,, O" '"' IHI -'•i,'"" 

· - ~ l11r,et- et d lnMt, 

Nord, Talion Di11in,, A lew mllet lo,th9f t...,11, ,., ,,.. no1fh •rwl .. ' 0 .. _...ooc1 ..... ,. , ... '""I• ,..,_ ... ,,., ,,,,,,. It fl(nl 

50 y A lo(otedJ, .. ,, Colle..,Jol', •. , ... ll11f ..... • .... /t,flf'(lf l,uf 
CUnJ go eq110ll t popvlof eote,, end bet,, •• ,.-. dell«iwt Ntt11-

a, c■rol V■n lttet1 bu•~" ore wefl, temembered bt •'-• who mod• • rh• 
c ... ,,.,, ef tl,e Herth l•k• TohM .. ,.,o,kels«lety Hur· o ,,op on lhelt way l>o<h lo lown ef,., o 11(,,w,o of 

Meek• lay, Moono Vlllo or the Ho,,,_c»cf llotel, and th• 
lntcrlpllon above the bo, , " ffTYWYIAO" • wot on on,,nf119 
ta111C• of 1♦ven11• lor t"- prop,letot, To lt,qulrlet .,.,ovt 
the n,eonl"9 ol rhe curlovt tryptogtoph, the lw,,t.,r,der 
w11111d reply, "If I tell y1111, will 'fOll bv1 o drlrdl?" 

l•llno ealobh1hmen11 In oncl or1111ncl the lohoe c11, ol 
11hr ,._,. ogo did not pteHnl the bel•ag11erlng 
olte,noll• •• toeing the contempo,°'] diner, In 1933, the 
old tohoe Inn tep,e..,.ted the only d inner hDIIMt" In the 
lown prope,, 111pplemented by two "10f'ldwlch ahop•• on 
Iha main boulevo,d. 

"aennle'1 lnt1, • oi,-101.d by Olga ("B.Mle"I and 1111 
Mothew, hod ltl hef1Mlngt obo./1191 I In o lent nHI doo, 
to (clownhlll l,om) the Tahoe Inn. the ,uccen of th• 
e,,l••p,IH 1oon fu1t1li.d o mo,e permonenl 1t,uct11te, of'ld 
o "'hlte fro,.,. butldlng gradually toolo the place of the 
original conva,. the ealery woe popular with the ,011,ood 
,,,.n • the L l .R. & r, t111Ckt 11111 craned Common·, ll♦0<h. 
of'ld their l•nnlnol yard of'ld molnte110nce 1hop, loy o 1hort 
hike ocron the rood. Featuring hom•mode oppl• and 
rolsln pl•• and S ce11t coif ff, • .. ,.,,i.•,• wo, dehnll•lr o 
"hot apot" of the cloy. 

Another well ,etlobll,hed bu1lne11 In 1933 woa "The 
~11lrrel Ho111e, • Thie bulldlng. orlglnolly the lllcklord 
lomlly re,ldence, waa built In 1912 of'ld 101 behind Sodle 
lid.lord Morrow'• lo,,,,.,. ham• (110w "Ed Fr1e r1 Contem, 
ponwy Style,"), The Kton♦ fomlly 1ubtequently purchased 
the llkklo,d houte, and In the low-wot., year of 1924 toolo 
advantage of the ready,mod• cll•11tele generated by the 
molar la<ol con,tructlon project al that '""'"'•'• uf'lderwoy 
al the lake 011tl•t • that al ln1ta1Ung a huge temporory 
pump •Y•••m of'ld 101\dbog horlfthoe olllllf'ld the mouth 
of the 111111.t In on effort to conw•y wale, ow, the 11oturol 
!of'ldatone rim oncl Into the dry bed ol the T,uck .. River, 

Th• Sq11lr,wl H1111H" contln11ecl to be o populo, haunt la, 
,e,,.,01 yeo11 th.,eoft.,, and the bulldl11g remained on the 
Tahoe City akyllne until 1963. 

lake fo,ett wos (of'ld remains) the deallnotlon lo, a 
111perb Ito lion dinner. Geo,ge of'ld Jo1•phlne 8occhl'a 
produce • land, • on• neo, the l ohoe Inn onc:I another In 
lake Forest • wer• the fomllys o,lglnol venture. 1111, by 
1932, Mn, llocchl't 1p0ghettl hod earned 1<1<h o wide and 
glo,lo111 reputation that a amoll r .. tav,ont (on the all• of 
Snyder lumber) woa opened on o "drop-In" bosl1. The 
lollowlng pot, the menu hod bffn ••pof'lded to Include 
Hverol other entrfft, From her IHnt, doughier Sarah 
woa o molor facto, In the 111ccea1 of the bu1lne11, making 
the ,ovloll he,eHII and ov•nffln9 the mony other 
tonloll1lng mochlnotlon1 al the kllche,,, 

It wot aeverol yeora ohe, the e1tobll1hmen1 of 
"locchr,• that onothe, p1•mle1e d inner hDIIH began to 
toke ,hop• on the weet 1ho111. What It now "Cl-ntlne't" 
hod lit beginning, 01 the private realdence of Mr, and Mra. 
Eve,ett lllruno, who•• prior ,e1to11ront experience hod 
been a h'9hly 1ucce11f11l ventur• In Atherton. The P,111101 
flrat comped on the tit• ('a Hlllng al quiet charm on Word 
Cr•ei., In 1920, and In 1926 purcho1ed the land and bull! a 
unoll home. Following neorly o decode al planning ond 

l ',' 

In 1924, o reelou,onl hod been bi,111 ot ~• let, ond 
thou911 It catered prlmorlly to 0<••••• etaylng of t"-11.-1, 
lh 1ep11totlon lo, pleotonlly•a,polnled d lnfn9 with o 
1pect0<11lo, vi- (the dlnl"9 room wot built d irectly on tlwt 
beoch) drew c111tomen t,o,,,, o much forger area, off.,1"9 
b,eakfott, lunch of'ld dinner lfl th• early Y"" o4 ttt 
oi,-rotlon, 

Retarlt of'ld hotel, of 1933 ~,,.,oll)' p,crvlded mealt lot 
thelt own gueth, and the e11111ing decode toW the 
••tobllth,,,.,,t of moll)' new 1ettouronl1, bul lilly ,.«• 
ogo, 1he tou,1,1 In 1ea,ch of a meal wOt lo,~ly 
11n•nc11mbe1ed with the wel~ly de<ltlon of where lo .al, 
and <ould ex.,.ct th. llne,1· cuklM for eomethlnt lett thon 
$3 p., person. lncludl"9 g;,ot11lly, 

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY1 
Jun• l , 1934 • The go .. pow.,ed c,11IHI HMorlno 1,; 
captained by Doniel M. Btodehl. toolo r,,,e, the moll 
cont,ocl t,o,,n the steam., uTohoe, • ,no1klng the be9lnnlng 
al the end of the .,o al Tahoe tteom•••· 

I 
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Co11rt•1yof th• North Lo~• Tohoa Hlatorlcol Socloty 

Vl1llo11 to th• Lok• Tohoa orao hovo no do11bt notk od 
(pert.ops with obrupt 111dd• nno11) th• d•t•rlorotlon ol 
lo<ol highway, In tha wok• of o r• cord•Httlng winter, ond 
moy hove Hparlonc;od onnoylng dolay1 ol vorlou1 polnh 
In th•lr trCMtlt oro11nd th• loko. 

Rood condition• during tho winter Hoson gonerotod o 
lively vorbol comp•tltlon batwHn rlvol "t•oma" In Toho• 
O ty ond Tr11ckH (cloaoly followod by roodara ol l ottors to 
th• Editor In loco! popon), with ooch toom clolmlng tho 
dubloua honor of hovlng th• doopoat ond loo 1t-novlgoblo 
pothol•• In th.Ir roapodlv• town,. Ari ortlcl• oppoorlng In 
tho Tohoa World loat aprlng reported a car "loalng bath 
front llro, ot th• midway brldg• batwoon Squaw Voll•y 
ond Alpln• Moodowa, • ond onother cor "loalng two tlr•• 
on th• pou•ngor side al th• car whit• driving In Tahoa 
City." 

Fortunot•ly, thH• ob1toclos to roosanoblo hoodwoy oro 
und•r ropolr, but th•lr .. 1,1onc• coll, to mind th• doya 
when tho poco of trovol wos not IO convonlon t. 

Tho first outomobll• In tho loko Tahoa 6osln orrlvod In 
1911 Prior to thot tlmo, vialton relied on roll and atogo 
aorvlco to rooch tho loko, So11thorn Pacific roll hod 
,urmountod Oonnor Summit In 1868, lmmoo1urobly 
Improving occas, as for os Truckoo. In 1900, a 
norrow•gougo lino was complotod from th•r• to Taha. 
City ond tho Tahoe Tavorn. With this lmprovomont, a 
rolollv• ly comlartoblo journey could bo modo to any point 
on tho lok•. 01 tho tracks ron out onto tho T ovorn'1 
ono-quortor mllo trHtlo plor, whor• trovelors could board 
tho 1toomor "Tohoo." which clrclod tho loko a topping ot oll 
thon•H ltll ng resorts. 

Thoro woro, of course, tho hordy low who chose 10 
bravo tho bono-rottllng trip down tht wost shore on tho 
bywoy of tho doy, known os th• Tohoo City, McKinney's 
ond Meok, Boy Toll Rood. Thi• wo1 complotod In 
mld-1ummor, 1893, th• construction work having baen 
parformed by o group of about 100 Chinese lobarera 
(whose • •perlonco In ostobl11hlng tht roodbad far tho SP 
fin• ov•r Donner Summit w•ll-quoliflod thom for tho new 
toak), Th• toll rood generally lollowod on • • Isling Indian 
troll, ond wo1 molntolnod by the Toll Rood Company for 10 
yaora, ot which tlmo the lnconvenltnct of the orlglnol 
right-a l-way ntor th• Tovern coused o re routing. A further 
rerouting noor the Tovem during lls proprietorship by Mott 
Groon 01tobllshod lht pr•sent course of the hlghwoy. 

Snow rtmovol wo1 up to th• local re sident, In those 
doy,, ond porll•• Ht out from Truckoo ond Toho, City 
obaut th• flrat of Aprll ,och yoor to ,ond th, rood ovor 
Oonnor Summit 01 well 01 th• roil tint connecting th• two 
town,, which fol lowod the T ruckoo River. The Iott E. H, 
Ernie" l'ornln, o llfotlmo roaldont of tho 8o1ln, doacrlbod 

tha onnuol alforl to 1pood up tho noturol moltlng procou 
01 totolly voluntoor, ualng aond (somotlmo, burled under 
4 to 5 Ifft of ,now) token from hlll11de1 orid 1mdor Ire•• 
rtha dotkor tho aond. th• lotto, tha 1110w would melt'') on 
Iha norrow-gouoe trockt . A wook'• work (oll by hond) wo, 

utuolly 1ulllclon1 to reoch 8111ft. o woy 1totlon ond bar 
locotod noor tho pro,ont alto of Big Chief lodge (obaut 2 
mlloa nonh of the Squow Volley onttonco), where th• 
Toho• City group wo1 10motlm" ft\01 by Trlldtoo'1 
contingent. 

Whot would seem o monumonlol effort todoy wo• 
con,ldorod o hord•tornod blonlng of no ,moll con1 .. 
quonco to local resld,nta In tho torly doy, of tho century, 
hottenlng tho return of 0<cou with tho out,ldo world by o 
wook or 10 day,. Tho toll rood wfilch 0110 connoctod th• 
two lawn, wo, ollowod to cltor 1, .. 11 with tho coming of 
the summer soo,on. 

Tho rood around Emerald ~ ~ • openod In 1913 
through tha effort• of a deterr~tnod ,gontlomon by the 
nome of 6onbarry (by whoH no,,.. the rood wot orlglnolly 
known) and lotor Jim Oohey. Tho loto Georg• Murphy, o 
WOii shore plonoor, d01c1lbtd the rood 01 balng ono-woy, 
'with turning-out place, to wait for o car to pon If It could 
ba toon down tho rood. In thoao day, , II throo outomobll o• 
poutd over the rood In o day, It wo1 conaldorod o 
crowd." 

Another obstocle to oround•the-loko travel hod baon 
overcome holl o cen tury boforo with the completion of tho 
lok• 81glor Toll Rood In Augu1t of 1863 Thia 14- mllt 
stretch of highwoy batwffll Zephyr Cove ond Vlrglnlo City 
skirted the lower aide of Cove Rock. Orio mile of tho 
thoroughfare, which Included o 100-loot trestle bridge 
balow tho 111, of tho preaont tunnel, coat SA0,000 to 
complete, ••coodlng oven the fotor Emorold 8oy portion of 
the "'Rim of the lake Highway" In dlfflculty ond expanse of 
construction. The proaont route of tho hlghwoy Is through 
a 200- loot tunnel which wot blotted through tho granite 
'cove" (largely d"troyed In the process) In 1931, 
according lo E.8. Scott, author of Tho Sogo ot loko Tahoe. 

So, Mr. ond Mn . Motorl*', tempe r your dl1ploo1uro with 
tho delays and lnconvonlencot you moy • •parlenc;o In your 
vocation trovtla with a thought about whot o 1lmllor trip 
would hove baon like In tha doyt when oll tho hlghwoya 
wore al dirt ond grovel, ond baroly wldo enough for two 
outomobll" to pon, ond .. ,enloy tho scenery I 

NOaTH TAHOI WHK J11ly 1, • 20. ltlS 
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1, Corol Von ltt•" 
C.ur♦e,, ol the North lelte Tohoo Hlttorlcol Socl•tJ 

M.oclw!ndt lreol.ertfl.phont lond? from lheH hom•• 
1,1 wl,/th loc:ol bond, hove cho1en lo ldenof1 themtef .. , . ft 
wouici ••••" thof mu,k; of the j9110·, doe, not lnch,d• 
lomo<~• Offi91111 It• ottrlbure1. IMotol, ihonklufly, doo, not i 
leploduu lholl. J Ho .. eyet{ th• don<• bond1 ond 1 

prche11t111 which •plGJed lhe oke durln9 . the ,ummert / 
betwMri lhe Gteot O.ptenlo11 and Wo,kf War II wore 
ye,, much <on<•rn.d wirh the romonrlc ,noo<I, ond In the 
yeor, whe11 Swing wa, King, a Iorgo numb., of mualclons , . 
ltoni the noflonolly•known artists to college boy, oul lo I 
oorti ,heir winier pin money • onlettolned 1ho onnuol ? 
ctowda, J 

lhe ~redontlo la ol eo<h bond wore hfghly touted, OIi)' 
nolwqrk radio at movie •~p•rl•IIC• 1.colvlng monllon In 
tho bllll119. fDf lhe 1937 ,eo,on. the leot..,,od ocl at 
lo-N,vo•tio (o bor,co1fno ond lounge 01 C,yatol Boy) wo, ! 
rilghlly do11Clng to "1h• c.lever mualc ol the populor j 
lo0<t.bo11" (no ;olotfo11 to Btlon Wllaon·• group) who , 
welo1 ckilmod the od. "widely know11 fol th•II motion , 
plclulH," lquolly prldoful ol thell lop blfling, the Tohoo i 

J
ovol'J·• Carol Bor ond Oroon Room In July of 1938 wo, 
eolurlng Cleo Brown, "aonaotlonol colotod Plonllt ond ; 

Song s1,ll,i , , .loro ol Rudy Voll.. and Fred Allon ; 
ptogloma, • ! 

lht done• ot lfj<x, (held 111 on 011obli1hmonl vor1ou1fy · 
known 01 Bol Blfou Club ond Club lof lllfou) woa for many 
1ummo1 aeosona <onalderod lo b. ono of th• two tenter, 
of awing on th• IOUII) ,ho,. (rh• ., ... ; b.lng Gfoblil'• 
oYer-wotet "Choleli, In lh• bonner yeor of 1936, Freddie 
Nogol and his 14-plece •colleglote orchoatro" opened the 
1110\I Ho,on, ond were 100n ougmonted by rhe 1peclof 
guo,1 oppeoronce of Eddie Dvchln. who nollllod the 
monogemenl In odvonce thoi he would ploy Chopin's 
Nocl11tne Int flol, lo 11111• ob1e1YOllon, which limftod his 
foleni to the popufo; fleld, 

Al,o oppoorlng ot the loke during thot 1936 Ho1011 wo, 
the 01chetlro of Oki. Jergen•. whoa• flnl engagements or 
1ohoe hod boon ployed In rhe lore 1920'1 01 Meet.a Soy, In 
tho•• eorly doy,, Jergen, led o lhtH•plo<• combo which 
leoh,led o 1o•opho11e, o drummer, ond his own 
mellophone, 011 ln1lr11mot11 retembhng o French hor11 (but 
with lhe l.ey, on lop o, ,,,mh o lrumpel) • roref)' , .. n 111 
auch o tmoll combo (of 1hol Of Orr( orher oro), 

o .. ,1ng rh• tourte ol the evening'• enloriolnment, o 
buck•I would be k,wered on o ropo from th• open,beom, 
~11011)' pin• 1offera of the rosor f' t don<• holl , 
011Cou;o11emo11I lo tf.o doncett to llghl•n their pocl<eh 011 

HOITH TAHOI WIii( l~ly 21 ,71, ttl1 , ... 2' 

oncourog•m•nt ro tho do11Ce,. to lighten 1h01, pod.or, of 
ony popor or metof o jbecta which might be Impeding th.Ir 
gyrotion, on the fl0ot. 

lly about 1933, Jorgena hod eatobfl,hed hi, own Swl119 
Bond, .. ponding 011 hi• <ollog.-doy wm,ne,' • • pot1e<Ke . 
In lhor yeor he ployed such do!oa 01 the , .. ~ . Ci-.tc 
Auditorium, !hough hit engagement, - •• f)'on<1pollf In 
the Soy Areo. 

Th• lyric to Jergen', rheme ,ong, ·0o,.&,001M CC-,. 
Uue ot Nlghtt, wo, orlglnolly sung by Ston Noonon (o pop 
ond teml-donkol vocoll11 ofao wld~ kl'OWl'I In the $on 
Fro11Claco oreo). (otor Eddie Howo,cl (out'-of ·cor.tn< 
ond later o moe,tro In his own nghl) aupplled the wocol, 
for Jorgena, 

There were orher bondtoodon on4 o,li,h who.e 
populorlty w01 of o more local notute, o- tnglonder 
ti.Id ,woy ot llol Btfou for th. 1937 ,eo,on. lo,., "'°""'IJ to 
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the Tavern'• Corolounge, where his orchestra wo, o 
fixture as tote 01 19,1. Buddy Molevllle wos a nothe r 
bondleoder who•• popularity proved portable. work ing 
the 1938 .. o,on of Bol Bijou. ond then •pllttlng rhe 
following seo,on between tho, 1lond ond the one ot 
Srorellne Country Club. 

Floorshow1 were In vogue during the seasons of the lore 
193(>'1, advertising such top-bllllng fovorlres os Anion 
Weeks (ot the Srotellne Country Club In June of 1939) and 
or the "Costle In the Air" {Col-Neva), "the swHI swinging 
rhythms of Colly Holden and His Orche1tro •· 

The variety acts of the day were true lo their nom11. An 
up-and-coming ventriloquisl by the riom• of Poul Winchell 
wo, appearing ot the Stolellne Country Club In Ju ly 1939. 
following o limited engagement by the Ambouodorelles 
('America·, Prellle1t Girl Acrobots") ond John Tio ond Hit 
Talking Parrot. On the some ,toge in July of 19,l, the bill 
included 1uch noroble performer1 o, Fron Ryon r senso, 
tionol Comedy Soprono""), BorbM ond Gray f'Outstondlng 
Comedy Ballroom Ooncer1'") and Porti Collelle C"fh• 
Darti ng of the Dance World" ), Poul Chubb deftly 
monlpuloled Bot Bijou'• Electrk Hammond Organ during 
that 1939 tummer Hoson. 

Mutic, then os now, wos on 1uenllol aspect of local 
entertainment. But thoH who con sllll recall dancing to the 
melodlet of thoH groups and ortllls o, occupied the 
stand• on thaH moonllt evenings of another eto hove o 
treosw• which has perhaps been loaf In the flkker of the 
strobe. 

8y the otdl,cr of the weekly colunu, 
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Dot So La Lee 
., C:..I v- &t ... 
C.UrtNJ 0, lt,e No,th I.ah T ehae Hl•tMk•I Society 

Ott tti. c""'• of lc,,,d whldi ~• th• n«thern bank 
of,..,._., Tn.dtae 1....- outlet, "" o woodet1 lloo, with the ,_,..,lof, ol hat lobo, ~aod of the pa,lm•••n of her 
volumtl'IOVS lki rtt, on Inda«> woman ohan used to 111 wllh 
hat honi doot open to c.otch the I~ nec•uory for the 
finanN1 of ha, -1<. He<•. be.id. the lopping wolera. ,he 
want obo.,t t-., tlllk of -il'lg boske11 01 a 1teady. 
untiring poca. enllllin9 fingemalll, owl llp1. ond IMlh 10 
wbclu. lt,a nature cl the willow, bird, olld fe(n. 

D.buda ...,, the Indian woman'• 91,,... no,..., ~ning 
· ,he qui_.-•• but her choMn weavi"9 t1Gme • Doi So La 
Lee • Is Iha Ol'le by w+.ich the b batl known. Thougl) II ho1 
II.an written thot this "°"'• I• tr01'11lotad " lig H,p1,• the 
dolm • In view of her greal vDl'llty • I• mere ly etymaloglcol 
colncld.nu. TN name wen actuoUy d•rl•ad from lhat of 
0,. $.L LM. tha f1r11 odmirl"9 white man to toke on 
1n1..-.. 1 In he, wo,t,. 

II was common p,octl<e omong the Indian, to toke the 
no,.... of friend• or amploye11 · not wl1hing lo reveal their 
given nomn to the white man • and he, app,opr iatlOft ol 
hh ,_.,,. ..,...i.. ~ on odmirollon ood frleod,hip -h,ch 
wot lil•IOftll. H.., las plec.e of work wo1 the repair ol o 
Palute basket balDftlllng lo Iha doctor. who greatly 
odmirad her works, not only colleclift9, bul cotologlng 
each 1,ea1u,e GI he ocquired it. 

Anothe, odmif.., of her work wo1 Abe Cohn. whoH 
poren11 Oat So I.a Lee worked lor In Monitor (Alpine 
C-nty) 1ft 1171. Cohn operated the Emporium In Corson 
Oty. and began sailing he, ba1ke11 1hare oboul 1895. He 
recognized the arthlry of her work, ond 10Gn provided he, 
with a hou .. a,d kMp In • •change for her ba1ket1. Cohn 
molntoinad a ,egi11.., of her woven piece,. Hi, note s 
lnduda Information an llilches. color,. 11••• legend. time 
In w..,,,lng. one! eoch of Iha 120 ba1ket1 ha catologuad ore 
prefixed w ith the lt>llials LK., denoting Luiso KeyHr. the 
nome Do So La Lee took when ,ha married O.O,ley Keyser. 

At the beginning of aoch 1ummer, Dot So I.a lff. 

l.ol• facha dl1play1 the Oat So lo l- (Alia •p•ll.d 
Dot So la Laa) baskel now b■lng uhlblted a t th■ 
Gatekeepet't MuHum, Tahoe Oty. 

Chorlay, ond her little dog would moke the trip over Iha 
pou from Corson. Thay would crou tha loka by lteamar to 
Tahoe Oty. wh• •• Jeremiah " Johftny" Hurley'• boothausa 
al Iha mouth of tha T rvckM Riv■r hod bean ranted by Cohn 
for th■ir uH. Cohn hod two summer curio lhops 01 tha 
Loke • ona ot the Tohoa Tovam and one around the CUN■ 
of lond northao11 ol the baothousa (nea, tha south 
boundory of Commons leach). from whl<h ha buill o 
bao,dwolk connecting lt with tha baothouH. 

Tho,a who trovanad the wc,aden couHwoy ocrau Iha 
ln1arv■nl"9 morshlonds war a not olwoys raspectful of tha 
orllll ot work. obllvlou• or unconc;arned with h.., ability 10 
compr■hand 1halr rud. obHrvatlons obaut her ample 

proportiona, poor V-• OI lad, of cl I 5 IM~ 0o So 
Lo LM·• sansl!Mty-affrontad ,_.,. ......_ •,....., 
by Lillian Vernon Fan-. whoM eod'8r - paid o _. to 
the boathouse 1o rond tha _ _, '-"- • ..-.t lhe 
prwvlou• vhlton • ,_ whti. - ...., hod ..., ... 
manner, of homa • hod aaDed t-dirt,. M,,... v--
al langth oble 10 conaofa the mymfiad Dot So La lee. ..... 
c.onllnuad to protftl. ""'- not dirty. Me p,,t o,, dma •­
th.. ffiOl'nl"9--

Cohft's ■ntr~rlolobil-toonsp,eodth,.t- of 
Doi SolaL .. '11klb. ond. In 1911. heondhla,_.,,. "-'ge 
trovellad by t,oin lo tha SI. louh &pos,tioft. _._. sJ,e 

and h■r boil.eh ..,., a dispfoyecl fot lfla Int fione bef0<9 -
admiring ort _,Id. 

An opp,edation fO<' Indian art • -~ • 
conlinuad contampt loohe arti$t . wot groww,g during Iha 
early 1920'1., and Iha lup■nof tkil avida<tf In Oat So I.a 
Lff'• basket, IOOft began to --.and ,-..digit pricatogL 
Yet. she conrlnuad to live ovt her i,,glo,-lous days la tho 
employ ol Abe Cohn. weow,g the l■gends cl the Wosho 
people into beoutdul. tnatt-noticolt,-intrlc.ate ~ 
10 adorn the homes of whote people who t..t no..._ 
appreciation ol the dying cvlture Iha boske-ts 1'■9'•-wd. 
nor of the pollen! and gtltad--..ho beGewd ttia, ._. 
hand, ware splrltuohy 911idac:f In tt,e;, ,nochinatioo• witfl 
th■ ,Md ond hbre. 

In her lol■r yeon, Doi So Lo lM sufMt.d I""" dropsy. 
and In late October of 1915. ,afu.lng the halp of o whl1e 
doctor. she IOU9h1 out lmteod a Woocllonf's m...i­
mon. Tom Wolur. 10 ovenae a lour-doy pr►daolfl t1'ual 
(the Wa"1o v■nlon of 1he " Iott r1, .. , ..hlch Iha bal...., 
-uld renaw her spirit for lit liftol ~ of aarthl, _... 
Relr•1h.d by tl,;s •iyil. .he reto,r,,ed IO completa ti-. 
small tasks 11111 ot hand. and on o.cambar 6, 1925. she 
died. 

Olde,1 of a proud IOrOrity ol Wosho bcnlletmabrs 
(soma of who .. ,kills may hove equolled her own). w 
remains the batt-kl'IGwn of o grovp which lndudad i­
sist■r-in-low c ..... llule Palars. Jannie Btyont Show, 
TI Ilia Snooks, Lena Dl<k. litlla Jom~. Moggie Moyo .bNs 
ond Sa,oh Jim Moyo. Her I~ Is rich both lor its artistry. 
and for the light it ,heds on the story ol the Wcnho paopl. 
prior to the lnnundotion of !hair c:ultura by whit•,,,.,._ It b 
not so very d ilfl<ult to ball.ft. "when viawi"9 ona of hat 
many ms1erpiaca1, thot o spirit of wondraus strangth did 
indeed guide her clolnty honcl to ill great wort.. 

IA Dot So La LM boskat on loon from Mrs. lob fOCM 
moy be vi-ad DI the Golekaepar's Cobin ,,..,._ 
through July 30.) 
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'8u1lt1Hs/lndustr(~~ r 
I ,_n.rtloll , ' 
JC,rol Vin Etttll '-"'""~· c , 

Sierra Hollywood 
1, c • ..i ve111tt ... 

C:-rfe1y ef the Ne,th Leke TehH Hl,t.,kel Society 

loke lohoe'ucenlc beouty ho,, lo,-• lhon o ,..,1u,y, con1tn,c1ed - the ollot•• of CCIIMINNI loy. It - her• 
en)oyed fome of lnl.,IIOflonal proportion,. Mork T_,,,., thot the mojo, port of the dromo wot produc.d • • • othet 
1171 travel llool<, "°"IJhlne tt, wo1 the tlrtt pwWlcellon to .,.-, w.,e photog,ophed et lffle,eld loy. eo,-,1an 
INtne the lol,e to the ollentlon of reocler, oround the Lok•. ond 11'1 the Fhr• Lol,01 In the llublcon vicinity. · 
-,Id, h'9f,1'9f,llne the outhor'1 ••perlenc•• ot th• loll• In Prop• for the picture become greol lreo&urH o,,-g the 
the ""1 1860'1 oncl ••tolUng the vtrtu•• of the r09loft. locol1, ond IOtOffl polff uted In tome K- .....,,,uolly 

SIM• lhot time, amot- onc1 p,ole11NN'lol 0,11111 olike found ho-. ol lok...,lew lod9- In lme.old 1oy ond In 
how. flodted lo the bo1ln In "°'" effo,11 to coplur• the front of lec.hdolf1 Tohoe IM In Tohoe City. The aome luue 
morvel, of lhb cele1llol body of woter ond II• beoulllul of the lottle, de&erlbet the gilt of the fflOl&i .. corvtngt 01 
1urrout\Cfl"91. The fledgling motion plctu•• lndu1t,y -• " o groclou1 gHture from the M-G·M offlctol1 In 
qukll lo turn 111 ottenllon to Tohoe'1 tore londscop••· oppreclotlon fo, the coope,otlon lent by the led,dolt 
which, - the yeon, hove been the breothtoklng o,gonlzotlon during th• filming •• , • 
backdrop lo, o con11deroble number of film1. Another locol r•ild.nt who hod O hond 1n the 1ucc .. , ol 

The flrtt of ,.._ .. In the lohoe oreo, occordlng to on the production wOI Jolie Obe•er. who, In the ,um,.,., 
ortlcle oppeotl"11 In the Augull 11, 1937 , ... ,. of the lok• prior to lhottlng. hod ghren o party of M-G-M l<OUII o boot 
Tohoe New1. wo1 "Son of lhe Stora.• "Numberou1 tc•ne•. • tour ol potenllol locotlon1. ond later ..,.,-, 01 morln• 
IGyl the N-• "wer• lhot lhre mllH below the Tahoe choulleur lot Wllllom Von Oyk•. director of th• 
lov.,., on the TruckH 111- near Romport. Wonen hljjh-oltlluclo opectocl•. Hert, Obe••r r•lot .. thot hit 
K.,rlgon wot leoding man oncl the Tahoe City camp of the fothet'1 lnvohrement with the picture hod o hoppy ...di119. 
,,_le people woo named "Camp Kerrigan. • lndlon1 During tho filmi"9. It hod been Joke'• ouljjnment to toke 
ployed on lmportonl port In the plctur•, o plonHr•lype hi1 Got Wood 1pM<fboot to Zephyr eo.. each ,nomlng 
flltk•r. One night a lot of 111 fell In tho river during 1<ene (wher• M,. Von Oyk• wo1 focfged) ond delhrer the director 

•lhooting when tome horte1 1tumbi.d. Tho woter wo1 to that doy'1 locotlon. A frlendohlp developed betweer, th• 
COlO. Th• month wo, Moy ond 11\0W wo1 11111 on the two men. ond -+- the shooting 01 tho loke WOI 
ground In potche,. • concluded, Mt. Von Oyh thanked Joke for 1111 excen..,, 

"ROie Marie." M-G-M'1 19:IS HlrO""gonzo 1tonl"9 the 1ervkft, p,e1entlng him with o copy of the novof lroder 
• melUlluov1 duo of Jeonett• MocOonold ond Nel1on Eddy, Horn. on odoptlon of which-• to be the directo,'1 next 
•11 perhop1 tho beat known of Tohoe'1 early film,. film. Joke wo, o bit dloappointed ot what he felt to be a 
· Employl"9 o huge coot of ••tral-fflony of whom were tomewhol ffiOOi!•r gratuity. How.-,.,, In tho coune of 
local r .. ldont-th• pklur• wo, another of tho mony reocling the novel, he hod ·occo1lon to alter hit original 
.ehlcle1 u1ed during the period to lhowcoH the "°'ol o, .. umenl, turnlng a poge to ditco,,or o check mode out 

• talent, of the populor polr, oncl woo ••' 111 the Groot 10 him In the omount of SS,000. 
. Northwe11 (ot thot tlln• o locol• of rugged Intrigue to tho Countlon film, of the 1930'1 ond "11 employed the 
· lllm oucllenc•). with Mr. Eddy coll 01 o Conodlon Mountie, 1wHplng orur• ¥1110, of tho lake for their bockground,. 

In oddillon to the much-photogrophod ••I ot Emerald "lljjhtnln', • o Will Roger• plcturH of the early 1930'1. 
Boy (on tho northwHI ohore near Nellon L Solten' Included 1<ene1 1hot ot CaKode lake ond Co~N....a lod9-. 
Emerald Boy Reoort). ...oral other focotloni wer• wh•r• tho mouhr• rock which hod been lncorpo,oted Into 
Offlployed In the lilmlng. Tho Chtl1tmo1 luue of the To...... the old lod9- (removed wher, It-• rebullt lollowlng the 
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• Tott I er !«o_!!• thot o ·~1,,, Fr~h ~nodlon village .'!.o• ~el wot o loco I pain! _°.!.!_~li"II ot 1ho1 focotlon. -
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--------------'Sierra Hollywood cont'd. 
Ooud K..,.. for the M-G-M film "The Good Earth," at1 

odoption of Pearl S. luck'• populor novol, we,• 1hot In the 
bo11n and tho Canon Volley In 193S. 

A Unl-oal Studio, film obout the 1811 John Jocob Astor 
fur hunt 11orrl"9 Nigel ond Carol 8nic•. Walto, a,.......,,_ 
ond Fronchot ,_., Wot filmed primorily ot Incline llooch. 
where. the lottlor reported. "o log 1tockode and Chinook 
Indian viUoge -• .. 111ng1 • • ."' ' 

Tho lilm1 mentioned her• ore rep,ftenlothr• of those • 
mode at Tahoe. In mate recent t1mo1, "Godfather U," 
.which uted the Tohoe Pinet .. ,010 of Henry J. Kol-
' f'Fl•ur du Loc1 01 one of 111 locoliont. h remernbered by \ 
locol1 who porticlpoted In the fllml119. Hawevo,, with the 
rnorch of "progr•n." local ¥11101 which hove not been 
encrooched upon by the "improv-11• of mon becotne 
low., oncl lorther betw...,, forcing the lilmmoko, to more 
po1to,ol locotlon1. I 
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:Cllrul Van Ett!!i Coll,ctlon 

Private Lands Go Public 
Ir ta,,.J V•" lN•11 

C.Vriay ef the Nor+ti Leh T.hoe Hl,toncol kdety 

The ~ Ing profile al lcmd UM In the loke T ohoe l iu ln 
hv&. In ._.,,t yean, lean:eJ dedd.dly tvword the publlc 
domain. Cuim• lo ~,In land, by 11Q1i ov1 gowemment 
enllll•• ond Ct\j.,,d •• now tepre,ent oppro,. lmotely f7 
peRent of the Lake Tahoe watershed. lncll.lding about 60 
pen:ent of 1ho<ellne p,vperty, 

With the Intent of P'.• .. ,..,lng I~ h,ture generollon1 their 
portion al· Tuhottl pcntorof· wealth, a number of thoughtful 
landown9" have, o,,er the yea.,, donot.d °' aold to the 
U. S. Forni Se.n.ke (a t 1ocnlld ol dl,counll) their large 
lal,fthore holdlnga, 1ome of the p,vperly finding UH 01 
1tate poriu or cv,npground1. 

Public ocqul1ltlon of theH lond1 hot Influenced the 
den1lty of populollon In the botln by H ve rely llmlllng the 
anta a-.,alloble ta prl11ole lntereafl. 

Th,_ ln1tance1 of perao111GI benevolence , occ:ounllng for 
several thou,ond publlcoll.,.held ocre1, a re notobh, on th, 
weal shore. Eorlle1I of theH gift,, o donation of 7,4' acre, 
ot Rubicon Point by Mr. ond MrL Ouone LeRoy B1111 In 
1929. become O.L 81111 Stale Po,k (eventually comprising 
957 ocrwt), The poril Include• 1..,6~ fHt of 1horellne, 
extending 1outh 01 for ot Emerald Boy', Eagle Point, 
featuring mile, of 1cenlc troll, ond o brood exponH of 
white aond beach. 

The workf.fomoua aummer realdence of Lora Moore 
~ lght at the head of E~rold Boy (Including the 1,lond) 
became o port of the public domain through the 
bene110len1 effort, of Harvey We1t, a Plocer11llle lumber­
man ond phllonthropi1t. "Vlklngsholm- (01 the outhen­
tlcolly reproduud Scondincr,ion co,tle 1, known) ond 111 
239-oae ground, hod become the property of Nevada 
rancher Lawrence Holland following Mt,_ Knight's death In 
19'5. Holland own.cf the property for o little over o year 
before Hlling to Mr. We1t. who, In tum, offer.cf Mrs. 
Knight', original ocreoge (along with odjocent prior 
holcllnga of hl1 own) to the Stole of Colifornio In return fM 
half the land', appraiaed volue. Thia transodlon was 
completed In 1953. and the r-esldence and grounds ore now 
molntoln.d by the ,tote po~k 1y1tern. 

Another west ahore re11dence which aubHquently 
become 1tole property wos the Ehrman e1tate. locot.d on 
Sugar Pine Point. It wo, liere In 1900 that work wo, 
complet.d on l10los Hellman', "Pine Lodge, - a re1ldence 
of truly grond proportion,. On Hellman', death, the 
property po11.d Into the ownenhlp of hi, daughter, Esther 
Ehrman (Mrs- Claude Lotord). Mn. Lazard 101d her 
fomlly'1 1, 989•ocre es tote (which lndud.d aubstontlol 
holding, we1t of Highway 89) to the ,tote In 1965. 

In 1970. as o re,ulr of lncreo,lng agency demands 
regarding operation of prlvote commercial venture,. the 
Kehlet family 10ld their SO-year-old Meeks Boy ReJ0rt lo 
Moc:c.o Corporation (o 1ub1idiory of PeM Central Rollroo4)-, 
Soon ofter, finonclol· ptobl•ms of the parent company 
couaecf auapen1ion of pion, for o hlghrlH condominium 

l o,ne proper+p ••"••• w)io, .. 1111-.nf .,, ,, ,,.,.,. 
-ne,1lilp we,e, thwo, t.,J ~ t._ ~tJ••Nt• rd .+.. ,-,,nl 
Senlce how• beco,ne 1111wtll1n9 benefocto,~ 111 '"'• 
!l'lbllc-ot- lorge. O,lef -11 tt, ... •o• Qec,:r,r YWh,11_,, 
•ho lutt S, 300 OUM of his ••l•ntlve N.,,adt, .,_,.Ji,.. 
holdlnga to the U~S In o 1967 conJ.mnat1Qft ""' r t.e 
Nevada ,tole gov•mmenl ,om.,..,.at.d W"'lll• II b m,lllOd 
•~ tt.la 1111.1,potlon of '111 prop.rty . which llot 1it,ce .,._ 
turned Into o ,rote poA. 

It 1, noteworthy that private land co,,,_ lo ta.• 
ground ogoln11 the enaoad,ment of gov.,...., . ..,, o,o • Jt 
le-relt, compellng with pr ivate ente,p,lte lo, . ,..,..,,. 
dollon whlle llmltlng the lndlwlduoft ol,,ll ty tu .....,. 
private uae of the land or 1u,toln the odcMd lcu bu,d_ 
brau9ht about by I.he delehon of 1uch lo,ge oac,og•• fr­
the la• roUa. 

The $85 million ,tote bond act passed In lt,e 1912 v--,.of 
election, which promlaed to buy ovt •emrlro,,,....,tol~ 
lroglle N lond1 In prlvote owne11hlp In the Tahoe Ba.sin.. 
Hema lo hove hit a 1nog In recent wHlt.. A qvntion ol 
lnu eoslng perplealty In the minds of many la; If a.di 
fragile lond1 ore consider.cf unutable ~ the ptM!e lond 
owners. lo what po11lble UH will the ._ lo,,d, be put by 
government? lmplementotlon of the term, of the buyov I 
pion would 01ten1lbly Involve the purdloH and fend,,g off 
of th••• "lrogll•• private holding,, benefi ting the ,_ 
property ownera finond olly but the general pvbroc: not Of 
all. 

Another polentlol detriment of Implementing theM 
voter-approved pollc les would be the necH1lty of 
odjuallng county lox roll, to compentote the ~• al 
revenue, from theH formerly private londL Al the 
preHnt time, Nevodo'a Oovglas County. facing banl,ruptcy 
from the dimlnl1hed to• bo1e, 11 auelng the TRPA In m, 

ollempl lo rec011er the lo,t revenues. and other countin In 
the bo1ln o:re contemplating 1lmllor action. Future pubAc 
acqu isition of private land,. whether through ph,IOI> 
throplc or legi1lo1ed mean,, would 1Hm o problematic 
endeavor crt be1t. 

project on· the t ile, lec:rving the future of the popular relOtf _.-::i._ .. 
In doubt. untll Polo Alto lndu,trloli.11, ond long-time 
1ummer rffldent, WIiiiam H-1•11 put up $3.1 million 01 o 
hofdlng action ogolnat ,uch development In the boy. The 
foffft Sen,ka ocqulr.d the property from Hewlett In 1974. 
and subsequent ute ho, be.n 01 o public campground 

• ~oted on leoH lo privet• ~sslono~"-
. --- ----. -
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Carol v,n ru,n Coll«tlon 

Historic Site Preservation 
,,c...ive11lttN 

Cevrte,, ef IN Ne1111 l .. • Tehff H11i.lcel Seel.tr 
Thlt •--, demolition ol llyth At- tit• of the 

houey onc:I .i.otlftt .,..onlt ol the l960Wlnte, Olymplct ot 
$qvow Voller, mar 9011eroto o renowod concern 
- 1M fotHflt0ppeortng londmorkt with whkh locolt 
onc:I vltl!orl oh ko onocloto :the lolo.o T ohoo oroo, 

A--• on the po,1 ol the general pvbllc and weal 
oppotltlon br o grovp ol concorned clllren, wot 
lfttvfficienl lo rosa,e thlt hlttoric tlr11<ture • onginHring 
~ ol onothe, 9enet0tlon • lrom tho onlduou, 
OCM111Ce ol "progro11. • llocktop will 10011 oblltoroto OIIJ 

i.oco ol the bvllding. moldng room for more car, ond moro 
people (w+,oao opp, eclotlon of the lnternotlonol slgnlfl, 
_.. of their IIO<Ollon ploy(lround must now bo 1""°"9h 
photographic ,-d ond memory). 

Som•II"'•• the Ion of o tangible ploco ol ovt local 
heritage It lhtovgh o ,low ond <omparotlvoly polnle11 
procen ol -tlon, and tomellme, thtovgh twlh and 
-•poctod COVIOI. In Septefflbor of 1971, a , Ingle Wffk 

tow the dotlru<tlon of two h ltlorlc west th«•• tlr11<ture1 
br anon. Flrat to bum wot the Gotekoope,'1 Col>ln 01 the 
Loi.a'• outlet In Tahoe City• on the ove of final legal olforlt 
of the North lake Tahoe Hlat·orkol Socloty to purdlose the 
lite lor use•• a muaoum ond pork. Fu- and di1moy over 
thlt thoughtleu act wa1 lntontlfled the lollowlng week 
when the Meokt la, loclg,e and ,o,t Olfltt luildlng. 
doling to the 1920'1. went up In flames. 

Tir•l•n elforh br Hlatorlcol Society member• roi,ed 
tufllclont lunch for the rocon,tru<tion of the Gotel<ooper'1 
Cablft. How..,.,, Foro11 Se-,vke pion, did not lncludo 
tobullding fit the Me.kl la, IIN(ture, and once ogoln 
memory ""''' wlflce the remlnlKont. 

So"'• poln11 of hl1torfcal lnt-11 • fflany within a block 
of tho highway • rornoln hlddon trOGSUtOI, ••capt lo the 
few who ore familiar with tholt silent 1torle1. SV<h a calO 
la tho Murphy cabin, built In 19011 ot the Mook1 loy head of 

tho Two-Yo-Ito Troll, TN. log 1trvdvr'o,. witll 1ft 
natl,,e .,_ firoploco and 11....-n boord f'-' 11 OIi !he 
lyplcally,ffl011lvo -le of ,,_ cfwolli"91, 

The Murphy brother, hod flr,t - fa Moel.1 la, 1ft 
Jvno of 1172. wh«o they oponod o do!tJ (the •oo 
1ub~ntly bocafflo known Ol -..,lterffllflt to,,"). 1-, 
about 1176 or 1 m, oil O'tCliloblo tlmbot In the bay hod 
boon felled oncf •~ to tho Gle,,lwoolc ,..,a, IO thot 
the 1\lff-.ding pr.,.,ty . ,.... o ehocty, ocdudod hiN.ict. . 
ol 1ha1 limo of forded o •-ping po, ,o,offla of tho 
ahorol...._ Still oWMd by dotcenclontt of the plonoer 
lomlfy, the cabin It within _, ,,._ of the highway. 
ocron from tho former alto of the Meek, la, Thooter 
~ tiding (tom dowr, br the Foro,1 Ser'<lc• following 
collapse of the roof En April of 1975}. 

The clinogord for hl1tory ci-,,rotod by tho ffl01t 
roconl refflotleling of Can,1able Horry Johanaon'1 lor1Mt 
roaldonc• (next door to North lake f'hoto In Tahoo City) 
ropreaentt another mean, br which plocos of tho post 
bocome lo,t, This 1lr11<ture, orfginolt, bulh In Glenbroolo. 
o, a re1idence lor tho Sumpter family, wa, moved by 
barge lo Tohoo Oty during lhe relocation of the llln 
lumborlng operation• around the tum ol the century, and 
lotor bocomo Con1toble Johonaon'• home. 

Th• monlve ttono flroplaco. with 111 hanck~wod 
Inscription bidding 9uot11 a worm welco"'•· wo1 
lncorporatod Into tho pion ol the building'• lint 
cOtnfflerdol u•• ('"Tomloole,y't1. but hat aodly diaap, 
poored from tho curronl deco,, taking with II o charm 
which no amount of lonfore ond trumpeting con hope lo ,.,,., .. 

Can1table Johanl0f'l'1 occvpotlonol predoceuor, Robert 
Mo/llOl)ffl.,-; Wot1611,, wos buildor ond owner of -thet 
1tructuro In Toho• City, currontly threatened with 
lrrovoralblo deterlorollon. Watton, who flrat arrh,od 1ft 
Tahoe City In 1875. lof1 the botln for the Yukon goldfioldt 
In 1897, retumlng 1overal yoora later to toko o pron,inont 
ploce In the devolop,nont of the town. Atnong !he 
1tr11<luro1 built br Wot1on -• a IChool (on the preaont 
1ll0 of tho f'opper TtN Inn) In 1896, the log cobin whldl 
now hou,os Tho f'ottor'a Whffl (designated as o hl1toric: 
tile), and the •20 Below OIKovery Cabin.• a l11tl•k-
1tr11<luro tltualed on Tahoe SltHI In the ahodow of tho 
Peppor TrH IM and phone company bulldl1191 In Tahoo 
Oty. The cabin. a replica of the dwelling built by Wotton 
during hia realdonce In the Yukon, ...,... In do<'9« ol 
nogloctful decoy; wood, In the 1urroundir,g yon! fvrnhhlng 
the only apparent 1lg,n of life. 

Mlaplocomont of prlorlllea, malice, and Mother Natvr. 
ofton 1Hm to join hond1 to bring about the Ion ol locol 
lt00111re1, but perilops nano of thole COUIOI 11 10 

rogrottably dottru<tl,,o 01 the rovoge1 brouvflt about br 
apathy. The uherlng of exdomatlona - the loto.t lou 
mull 9ivo _, to aomo constru<tlve action boloro what la 
not already 1011 bocomos '°' Tho procou of NCOv«y ond 
re,torotlon of whot con ttlll bo proserwd lated'--., and 01 

Ii"'•• un,owording. Yet, tho axiom "nothing -,tur.d_ 
nothing gofnod"' wa, never truer than In tho cc,e ol our 
local troo,ure1. OS a vi1it lo the ail• ol - of tho1e 
rOfflalnlr,g plocH of hblo(y wlN ~ lo onroi,o who will 
toko a moment lo pay ono. 
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Anniversary of ''Tahoe'' Sinking 
., C1rol v.11 llltll 

Co11rt"Y of the Nonh lah Toho• tll1torlc1I lo<lety 
Mn,1 thl1 wHII 11th• onnlve11ory ul th♦ ltullllng of the 

Sltomlf - roho•. ~ II lffffll opprop,1011 lhol O few word, 
be ,otd obout the flnol Joy1 of tht grond old ,hip, n .. t 
111\0wn of th• 1teom1rt whk h plled th• lok, botwttn 18&3 
ond 1940, wo, the Ollu fomlly1 "To'1ot." Sht proudly 
reigned o, "QuHn ol the lokt" lot four dtcodt1, ond 
conllnuH to i,. the 1ub(t<I of myattry, legond, ond 
controvtny '3 yeor1 ofter her , Inking. 

Th• "Toho•" corrl♦d moll during the 1ummor Ho1on 
from th• time of her lounc_hlng on June 24. 1896 through 
the foll ol 1933. (Ont ol Hvorol ,moller ,1,omora • uauolly 
the 81111 fomlly'1 ''Nevodo" • wo1 u11d for moll delivery 
ond limited pontng1r 11r,lct dur ing tho winter month,.) 
lly the torly 19:JO', , groduol Improvement of boaln 
hlghwoy, ond th• con11qu1nt lnflu1t of auto trofllc hod 
begun to dlmlnl,h tho lmpononct ol boot trovel. Toho1'1 
1pl1ndld plt01ure r11ort1 hod Htn thalr heyday around 
the turn of the century ond were fading from pramlnonct, 

On July I, 1934, the controct ta carry tho moll wot 
awarded to Captain Donltl Manin Brodthl, what• 
oo••powored crulttr, the "Morlan II.," repreaonted a 
flnanc1ally ftotlblt meon, ol operating tho morlnt po11ol 
route on a yeor-round bo1l1, 

And to, 111ctpt for stveral ,pedal chorttr 1xcurtlon1 
during the two 1101on1 which followod lou ol the moll 
contract, th• ''Tohot" 101 ldlt, bt>eomlng auch o wharf ,1ldt 
fixture ot the Toho• City molntononct yard, thot tho Tahat 
Tollltr ol August 20, 1937 romorkod: "Although countltu 
picture postcards bear wltntu to the contrary, there or• 
vlsltort who wonder If ''thot boot over there tvtr ron on 
Tahoe." Enamored of htr brou flll lngs and ornoto 
occout1rmtnt1, vondol1 took them for souvenir, , loovlng 
In their 1teod on undignified orroy of lll tor, groffltl, ond 
111th. 

Tht Steamer hod b.camt the properly of the lake Tahoe 
O.vtlopmtnt Company In a llquldollon of the Bliss west 
short ln ltrtlls In 1927, but o poltnllol salt of tht ship for 
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CM1t1y;;;;h lofct ~ Oty 
,crap oroustd atrong lomlly ttntlmtnt, ond they bought 
hor bock with the Intent of putting her forever beyond the 
thoughtlen grotp of the public 

A recounting of the ttvtrol veralon, of tht acuttllng of 
the "Tohot'' might aoslly ucted tht ,poet of this column. 
Somt purportedly flrtt•hand dt1crlptlon1 rtftr to th• UH 

of dynamite to explode the llototlon tonk, (a rtcourst 
which th••• wltnents belloved to hove d"troyed o lorgt 
portion of the dtck and pllothoust). However, rtctnt fllm 
footage of the Staomtr (token on tho lokt bottom with o 
''remote 1ubmonlblt" comero) appears to ,how thtst 
structures Intact, lending crodonct to o more poo<tful 
occount of the sinking. 

Without can trodlcllng ony eyewllntn occounts or 
olltmptlng to drow conduston, regarding tho ''lact,u of 
this 1ubltct, 11 moy be sold thot on the qulot aummtr 
evening of August 29, 1940. tht Staomtr Ith Toho• City 
under tow by tht launch "Quit-Cha-Kidding," bound for 
Gltnbrook. Thor•. In olmost 400 fHI of wottr, her 
wottrtight comportmtnh slowly flllod ond •h• slipped 
btnaoth tht wovt1. 

Pion, ofoot to rolst the "Tahoe" have met with varied 
reaction, Ont opinion holds fhot publlc curlou,lty la 
rlghtfullly strved by tht rtcovtry of the ship from her Icy 
grove. while some Itel that It should bt beyond the 
province of man lo tamper with lll)lndl lying In 11011. 
Mtmbtrs of the Octonaorfng lntemotlonol teom (whott 
txpertlst Is being sought In the rtc0vtry phost ol the 
projtd) mat at Camp Richardton two wHk& ago, where II 
Is reported thot octualtzotlon of pion, to ralH the Staomer j 
should begin within the month. Whot•v•r the outcome, the 
"Toh01" wlll olwoy1 reserve o ptrmontnt, wtll-tarned 
ploc1 In the onnol, of locol history, though whether thot 
"history" be llvlng or confined to the pog11 of books 
ramolns to be Htn. 

-= 
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California Gambling 
Ir Carol Van Etten 

CavrtffJ of the North lake Tehoe Hllforkal Society 

~ or~aed loemt of gambling 01 lake Tahoe 
hove. by statute, trodilionolly been the province of the 
Nevada portion of the basin, the popular appeal of this 
indoor recreation, combined with on attitude of Indul­
gence common In remote (oncf thus dilfkult-to-police) 
geogrophin, gov• riw in the early 1930'1 to o varied 
ouortment of ext~I gaming enterprises on the 
Colifornio side of the-~ke. 

In spite of the illid\ noivr• of such operations, none 
-• whot could be con\idered clandestine. Slot mochlnes 
IIOf In plain vi- ot Soi Y-1ew Anort (obave Emerald Boy), 
Meeks Boy Resort, Pomin's Lodge in Tohomo, Obexer's 
Mori.et, Ben (oflender's Hut oncf Don Huffs Homewood 
Rnort In Homewood. SuM~ide, Tahoe Tavern, Bechdolt's 
Tahoe Inn. Rayburn's Buckhorn Inn in Kings Beoch. In the 
Village Store in Tot- Oty (os well os in o restaurant 
which then occupied o port ol the store building) ond in 
'°"9efs (now the fomily TrH). 

Several ntoblishments, Including Tohoe Tovem. loke 
Inn (now Pfeifer House) ond two buildings In Kings Beach • 
one now occupied by Los Tres Hombres ond one by 
Western Auto • were •hot• local gambling houses with 
•crops.• "2r tobles, oncf roulette whHls. 

Hundreds of machines were scollered over the north 
oncl west~ ... with severol lncfividuols and partnerships 
p,oviding equipment oncl repairs for owners of local 
busineues. In o toped Interview mode in 1966. the late 
•&n.ie• Pomlt, deluibed Dick Joseph's partne"hip with 
MYerol wnt shore p,oprielors in which they split the 
·toke• from slots Jowph provided. 

Joe King (IM whom Kings Beach wos named) ond lorry 
Md<elvy •1eoMc1• their machines on the some terms, King 
to customers on the n«th oncl west shores oncf MdCel"Y 
along his route from Emerold Boy to Soda Springs. 

Enf0<u,ner,t of the state low prohibiting gaming wot 
spo,odic. ond bO<e o disurnlble relotlonshlp lo the 

physical proximity of concemed officlols. Intermittent 
raids on local e1lobllshment1 -r• customarily preceded 
by warnings, which allowed sufficient op,portunlty lo 
remove the offending porophernollo lo more secluded 
locollon• "for the duration.• 

Earl Warren's term os Stole Attorney General, with Its 
promises of reform, proved to be o period of lip-service 
enforcement of ttolutes on the bookt. The lo·•• C.E. "Bill• 
Vernon·• memoin include o recollection of the 1935 
conliscotfon of gambling equipment from o Kings Beach 
business• opporenlly the only Instance of Intervention by 
low enforcement authorities until 1937. In that year the 
Tahoe Tolfler reported roidt on lhrff resorts by Constable 
Horry Johanson ond his deputies In which two slot 
mochlnes ond two horserocing machines were Impounded. 
Kennedy's Borbeque In Homewood, Corl Bohmes place in 
Tohoe Vista, ond FrMmon's place in Kings Beach were the 
torgets of the raids. 

AllorneyGenerol Warren's partkipallon In on Echo loke 
tkHt shoot In July of 1939 prompted the swift 
dlsoppeoronce of locol machines from their ploces of 
prominence ot various local esloblbhments. but the 
reform wos temporary. II wos not until Wornn paid the 
basin another visit. In July of 1941 (this time to the 
uncomf_ortoble proximity of Tahoe Pines),. thot local 
businesses were ogoin coerced into re·movlng the 
mochines from view. 

Following World Wor II, improved occess to the basin 
ond the consequent muthroomlng growth of tourism hod 
brought about o greater 1trln9ency in the enforcement of 
gaming lows. A bill before the Colifomlo Stote leglslotvre 
in the early 19~'s, whkh would hove legalized gambling 
on the California tide of the batln, hod gone down to 
defeat, thanks primarily lo strong opposition from Nevodo 
gaming Interests• o strength then only beginning to moke 
itself felt locally. 

In 19'7, Fred lchelson, who then operoled the Tohoe 
Tavern. appeared before the Judge of Township II (the 
some Mr. Vernon mentioned earlier) with o plea of guilty 
In the motler of possession of gambling machines. His 
conviction marked the beginning of the end for Illicit 
gambling operation, on Tahoe's ~lifornla shore. 
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n,. recently-<elebroted 20th onnlversory of tho Tohoe time) followlng a fire on Moy 16 of that yeor which 
Worttl prompll tomo recollectlons of II• predecouors, do,troyed tho orlglnol 1tructur• (bullt In 1927), and tho 
which (thovgh not bloased with auch longevlty) ployed promotlonal benofllt of o new1popor which would give 
their "Orlou1 role, In tho chronkllng of locol history. Whllo volco to the pleo,uro, of North Stotellno and Reno nlghtllfo 
o g,-1 mony ,moll, locol-lntoro,t now,popora bogon to were obvious. Mcloron't publlcotlon thu1 devoted 1110II 
lnuo Iron, crvdo pre1101 dotting tht lower reoches of "tho prlmorlly to nows of •tho lino" and "tho llggo,t llttle City 
Wo,t.m Slope" In tho mld,1800'1, thrH mor• decodos In the World," boo,tlng o varloty of column, (one from o 
paned bofor. tho fin! porlodlcol oppoored In tho lak• "stringer" a, dlatont 01 Tolloc), as well at entortolnmont 
Tohoo Bo1ln, ond ,ocloty feoturo, of genorol lntoro1t to th• gambling 

Finl on th• local •c- wos o mlnlotur• toblold colled "vocotlonlst," A full-pogo od oppeored wHkly on tho bock 
tho T■hoo Tattler, tho formot of which was romlnlscont of covershHI, picturing the admlroblo vlow from Col,Novo't 
o postogo ttomp. R.E. Wood, editor of th• d iminutive dolly, Contlnontol Bor ond Cock toll Lounge, whore th• tWHt 
collected nowt from guests arriving ond doportlng from swinging rhythms of Colly Holden hold porpotuol 1woy. 
tho bustling homlot of "Tohoo" (now Tohoo City) by Tho moldon lasuo of anothor local (ournollstlc offort 
1teomer ond 11090, filling outtho bolonco of the four-pogo oppoored Moy 17, 19'6, colllng ltHII Tohoo Topics. Ruth 
1hHI with liberal doHs of locol odvortlslng. Powoll Pool of Son Fronclsco, with H.D. Blonchord ot hor 

Wood', ontorprlso, whkh bogon on July 9, 1881, Monoglng Editor, published a rothor moro cosmopollton , 
monoged to survive until Jonuory of tho following yoor, product thon the folksy Tatti.r, Including tho lotost from 
when ho found II obllgotory to exploln to his reodora that Wallor Winchell, logl1latlv• nows from Washington D.C .. 
hit •hoolthy 1tornach. • .could not bo ,otlsfled by faith ond 1mattorlng1 of local history, now, and polltlcl. 
without dumpling,." The war yeora, which diminished both tho community'• 

In tho ~ yeon which followed tho falluro of Wood's resident and tronslont populations, hod brought about a 
ontorprf H, tho region was without o nowspopor. so<ond collopH of tho Tattler In 1941 . It wot not untll oltor 
However, revlvol of the Yahoo Tattler In Juno of 1935 by 19"5 that tho Tohoo r99lon wot again •booming," In port 
managing editor Fronk E. Felli brought the popor bock 01 o due to an Influx ol ex•Hrvlcomon returning with tholr 
wookly publlcotlon "during tho stoson." Felli was an wlv•s and lamllles to Httle permanently In tho Konlc 
aspiring student of local history, and lectured an eoch of porodiH whore thoy hod spent treosured hour, of loove 
his front pogo• tho brlof account of o local "old timer," during the war. It 11 surprltlng that o socond rovfval of tho 
rocolllng tho eorly d0yt of white settlemont In tho Botln Tahoe Tattler did not appear untll 1957, this time published 
and capturing, however vaguely, many aspects al local by Kathloon Starratt and undor tho editorship of Gordon 
history which might othorwlso havo gono unrocorded. •oiN Buttorflold, with photos 1upplled by 110ft photo-

Lalor edlton Harry Blanchard, H.O. McKay. Jr., and grophor 8111 Briner, who was ro<ontly named Olro<tor of 
Gvmoy Brockonfold, carried on tho troditlons Instituted by Parks for California. 
Folli. Including columns devoted ta natural history, facts Tho oppeoranco of tho •now" Tattler" coincided with 
and statistics about Tahoe. local fishing. socloty nows, and bidding for tho alto of tho 1960 Wlntor Olympics, 
a chronkle of local actlvltlos, both public and prlvoto. The recounting tho soloctlon procoss and sub1oquont plan, for, 
Tahoo Yacht Club was In lt1 heyday, with provlows and and progrou on, th• new Olympic facllltf••· Followlng tho 
results of tho annual rocos ot Chamber', lodgo and Tohqo brouhaho gonorated by th••• proporatlons for tho 
Tov.m dominating tho hoodlinos. lnternotlonal ovont (and tho glorious Gomos themsolvo1), 

Tohoo (oumalltm In thoso days hod quit• a d illorent th• T attlor retreoted onco again to th, 1holt. its third 
flovor from thot of current local oflorlngs, rolloctlng a dlsappooranco, povlng tho way far today', vole• of the 
,lower and less Hll•con,dous time whon Regattas and north and wost shorn, tho Tahoe World. 
rood lmprovemonts provided tho chlof nows. In the Tho ochaos of a quaintly different Lok• Tohao 11111 
sooson, following Its rebirth, tho Tattler onfoyed th• rovorberat• In tho pages of Its eorly nowspopon, rocalllng 
blou1"11 of hovl"11 vlrtuolly no compotlllon, bvl the areo', plcfuro-pollcord dOY$ of unhurried ropoH. Photocopies of 
soosonol nowt market roprosonted growing pramlH, and somo of thoH old n-sprlnt troosuro1 aro ovallablo far 
on July 27, 1937, tho Initial she-pogo offorlng of Kenneth L. your peru1ol upstairs In.tho GotekHpor'1 Cabin Musoum. 
Mc:Loren', loko Tahoe Newt appoored on local stands. You'll find o momont taken to IH thoH IIHtlng momorlH 

\ 
Col-Nova Lodgo hod just boon nowly rebuilt (In ro<ord of tho post both entortalnlng and rewarding. 
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Fish Farms of Lake Tahoe 
ly Ce,of YtNI ltf" 

C.vr••ty., th• Nfflh lele flhH Hf ... ,kaf s.d.., , 

Th• old two•tlory, bork-t ldod bulld lng with th• gr• .n 
roof, which 1tond1 on o g•ntl• ,lope wh.,• lok• For••• 
Rood loln1 Highway 28 11 commonly known 01 th• former 
1lte of 1tot• fl1h hotchery. How•v• r. l•w ,,.apl• or• owor• 
thot thl1 wo1 only on• of about half a doi.n locotlon1 In 
th• lok• Tahoe vicinity wh•r• ll •h w•r• r•ored In on • lfort 
to repfenlah th. aupply, which, 1•11 thon 100 y.ara ago, 
wo1 d .. crlbed 01 "unlimi ted." 

The l oke Foreat Hatchery, In foci , wo• oC1uolly o 
comparotlv• ly rK• nt alt• of 11,h-rolalng OC1lvltl••· Th• llrat 
auch ent•rpr1H hod b .. n founded 01 •orly o, 1868 ot th• 
lok• outl•t by two g•ntl•m• n nomed Prlngl• ond Hurl~. 
Their operation la known to hove 1urvlved for ot I.oat fou r 
y•ora, providing or.a ongl•ra with on •nhoncod 1upply of 
pon-alted trout 0 1 th• lr "Placlculturol Estobllshm•nt," 
wh•r• vlaltora could watch the voracious ling.,llnga 
feeding for th• conald•robl• sum of 25 c.nt1. 

A IKond hotch•ry sit• was ••tobllshod In Tollac In 1882. 
This •mployed a 1y1t•m of 18-lnch 1tHI pip• to carry wot•r 
from Taylor Creek lo o squor• dlv• rtlon boaln, from which 
•monotod o number of pipes that fed th• Individual 
r.arlng tonks. Located on land ownod by lucky Baldwin, 
som•whot upalr.am from th• pres• nt Taylor CrH k brldg• 
(alt• of the Streom Profll• Chamber on Highway 89), this 
hatchery was remod•led and upgraded In 1932. Mot.,la ls 
wer• used from th• dismantling of another hatchery 
opera tion, this one on Blackwood CrH k n.ar Tahoe Pines. 

The Block wood Hotch•ry, located about a mlle upatr.am 
from the highway, raised finge rling, too l• ngth of thrff to 
four Inch .. , planting the "fry" In locol lokes and streams 
by tonk truck and loter by pion•. 

Another hotchery, estobll1hed In 1893 on the TruckH 
River a bout four and on•holl mil .. downstream from the 
town of Truckee , was the work of private lndlvlduols­
membors of the Son Fronclsco Fly Fishing Club. In the 
Interests of Improving ond molntolnlng local fishing, theH 
si-ntlem•n purchased hundreds of ocr .. olong both sides 
of the river, constructing a hatchery facility ond lodge on 
th• sit•. Moving wot•r for the hatchery's rearing tonks 
was provided by o wood•n viaduct and flum• sy1tem, the 
remnont1 of which or• st il l In evidence today. 

Through on ogrffm.nt with the State Department of 
Fish ond Gome, this club hos tok•n upon Itse lf th• work of 
stocking the Truckff River betwHn the TruckN mill and 
the Nevada state fine. At one time as many as 100,000 fish 
yeorly were planted in this stretch of water. • 

Due to the neu110ry pro)(lmlty to f0tt WOftf, !tilt 
hatchery aulf.red numerous floodt ""•' !he y«lfl, 
••pKlolly prior to the complttlon of Lake Totio.'1 ovif.e 
dom 1n 1915. A fi r• t w~t through the "Rainbow~ 
bulldlng In 1923, but it wo1 r.buil t In 191.4. Today !he 
building la pr•Hrved In much of ht or1glnol stole fOf the 
use of memben ond the ir gue111. 

The club continues to «1rry on 11• worthwhU• plont1119 
octlvlll••• t'-igh today th• oppro,clmotely 6,000 fi-'1 
plonted annually ore tupplied by th• Mount Lotten Ft1h 
Compony n•or Ch•ll•r. The club no w Imposes o 
cotch-ond•r•l•ase policy on lls membert, allowing only 
holf of the legal limit to be token. A sign p0tted ntot !he 
lodge advised "Pinch the barb and glYt the fish a chonce.-

Th• lake Fo, .. t Hotc!,•ry. best knowl'I of the loc4' 
flsh-r.arlng silH, wot built In 1920. Orlginolly It wot used 
01 a maintenance building befor• the Stott Department of 
Fish and Gome took It ovtr, adopting It to the purpose of 
rolt lng fln~rlings (thrN to four Inch 11th). Famed author 
John St•lnbeck worked at the hatchery from 1926 to 1928. 
It operated until 1957, when policy held that Tahoe had on 
adequate number of fish. Since that time, the Flth and 
Gome Department hos mointolned offtcH In a portion of 
the bulldlng, with o U.C. Oovls research project 
occupying the balance of the quarter,. 

During the lost half-century. a controversy hen raged 
regarding th• proper t lH ond number of fish which thoc,ld 
be plonled, with local indlviduols ond groups voicing their 
opinion, on the subject. In 1939, a drive lo restock the lake 
with big fi1h begon In eornest. The lake T~Sierra 
Anoclolion 1,,.ameoded a petition compo91, which 
asked the State legislature to spend opproxlmotely 
$100,000 to plant large fish In Tahoe wofert. 

The program outlined by the association wos motivated 
chie fly by on interest In ina easlng tourism. It -
estimated that Its elf Kt would be "10 lengthen the sunu-rMlf' 
vocotlon resort 1eo10n lo live month, Instead of !he 
preH nt two or two and on•holf." The petition recom• 
mended that no fish un4er thrN inches be plante6-o 
policy which hos proved less thon desirabt. and It being 
reverted today by current Fish and Gome policy. 

The lake Tahoe Basin and Trvckff River, ~ ~ 
plagued with ov.r-fl1hlng and flagrant vlolotlons of limit 
and site. TheH waters have lost their lntemationOI 
reputation at prime fishing locotlons , yet they continue to 
provide the skllled ongle, with finny rewords for I"-~ 
with hook and line. 
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In the tro when Improved ond titpondtd 
roods In th• Loke Tohoe 8otln w•r• 
~ lnnl119 to moll• morln• tronaportollon 
obtol•••• o growing number of powerboat 
owr,en were discovering lh• recreollonol 
uHt of their boola. Th• Tohoe Power•Boot 
Club, (o prtdecenor of the Tohoe Yochl 
Oub,) wot found.cl In 1925, chlelly for the 
purpoH of organizing their coauol comp• 
tlllona Into regulorly-acheduled or,nuol 
roe••· The lnltlol roe••• held ot the Tahoe 
Tovem pier, become 10 populor thot o 
1econd day of roclng wo1 lnltlol.d ol 
Chombert ' Lodge, 

The thronga of marine roclng enthu1lo1t1 
who crowded 1horelln• ond pier lo watch 
the onnual rocH were preHnl.d with o bill 
ol lo1t•poced lore, which typlcolly lnclud.d 
Hven or eight evenl1. 

Th• "1tockN event, (thoH llmlted to 
dl1placement hull• not exceeding o given 
horHpower) lnltlolly lnclud.d 165 hp-and• 
under and 200 hp-ond-under roe••• plus o 
compellt lon for boots bYllt by Stephens 
Brothers of Stockton (0110 known 01 the 
100 hp race) , which feotured Corroll 
Skinner'• "Florence M," Gustav Knecht'• 
"Morgu1 Ill ," Gordon locy'1 "lody Con• 
1tonce," ond Spencer Gronf1 "Blonche G" 
01 regulor, cloHly-match.d competitors. 

In addition to theH hotly-conletted 
event, , there wo1 usually o hondlcop race, 
o relay, ond o populor hodge•podge known 
os "Bong-and-Go-Bock," In which conies• 
1ont1 gunned their engines ot the firing ol 
th• plstol and were off ot their honor• 
bound bHI until o second shot 1lgnolled 
th• return lo port • lirlt boot bock toking 
the prize . Hlgh•tChoolert Ann ond Pierce 
MIiton, In their 1hort-tumlng "Sklp•lt," 
ploced In thl1 event aeverol years running, 
with Henry J. Kolaer Jr.'s "Jr. Ill" toking lop 
honor1 In the 1937 and 1938 Tavern roce1. 

Speclol leoture on the 1938 Tovern racing 
form wo1 o 1hort-llved long Distance roe•. 
tHling the 1tomlno ol boot and driver 
ollk•. An 18-mll• court• took the lour 
entront1 from the Tavem pier lo Chambers ' 
Lodge, returning them to the 1tortlng point 
by way of Obexer'a. Stan Dollar, Jr., In hl1 
"Baby Skipolong," woa first boot bock to 
port, with on elop1ed time of 20 minutes , 
30 1econd1. Dollar was followed by Henry 
J. Kaiser , Jr., In his "Jr. Ill" ond T.E. 
Anderson In the "T.E.A." A dl1tonl fourth 
ploc• went to Henry J. Kaiser, Sr.'1 "Miu 
Comfort," which, reported the Toho• 
Totlfer, got so hot that the outomotlc fire 
extinguisher went off, completely smother­
Ing the motor for o few minutes." 

Th• 1936 cord Included o 1peclal "Slater• 
Ship" roce, In which two ldentlcol 200 hp 
Gor Wood• belonging lo George A. Oien 
f'G.G.'') ond E.l. Oliver ("Hey There Ill") 
proved the company'• con1l1tency-of­
,nonufocture of flnl1hlng In ,ucceulve 
deod heots. 

Over th• yeora. new event, , boa.cl on 
ev•r-lncreotlng moxlmum horsepower, 

1upPlemented or replaced thoH for which 

ftwerond fewer boot• •xlutd. In 19Ja, ,,,_ 
200 hp event btcotM th. 225. ond rfMt 
lollowl119 year o 300 hp-ond,und« dlt • 
plocement conlHt w01 added to th. roclr19 
ogendo, occornmodotl119 tllCh boot• os U . 
Oliver'• new "Hey There IV," John M••· 
coif', "Tecolote," Henry Koh.,, S,/ 1 .. I.em• 
me Go Flrat," Fronk Fuller'• "Woter 
Wagon,'' ond tlondolph Wolke,1 Sr.'1 foml 
"Ronjoc." 

Foremo,t event on the rocl119 p,ogrom 
woe th• Chomplon,hlp "Ftff•for•AII" race, 
which hod no llmltotlon1 rt901ding hot•• 
power or 1lze of entries • the field 
conaequently Including o wide variety of 
croft. Stock runoboutt 1uch as H-,.ry J . 
Kol Hr', "Beu" ond E.l . Ollver'1 "~ 
There llr' were eorly contenden. 

In the lote 1930'1, ropld odvoncet In 
morlne englnHrlng were evidenced by the 
11st of "Free-For-All" competltor1. Wooden 
runabout, entering the loke Chomplonthlp 
groduolly begon to be dominated by 1uch 
modified hydroplane hull, 01 Koller'• 
" Hornet II" (o 450-hp llberty•powered 
hydro), Stan Dollar Jr.'1 "Mercury (on 
olumlnum-hulled speedster power.cl by o 
610.hp Curtl, D· 12 engine) ond Lou Fogeol'• 
"So long," on 90().hp 1treok which hod 
been clocked ot 90 mph on the lake. 

The wor brought o temporary hell to 
loco! boot racing, though 01 the 1946 
1eo1on opened, pion, for resumption of 
onnuol roe•• were well underway. GrHd 
for speed wo1 rapidly being occomrno­
doted by posl•wor technology, and ,tep­
hydroplonH begon to come lnlo their own. 
leading to the Ini tiation of th. Mlle High 
Regotto In 1953. Severol yeors later, this 
competition wos expand.cl to Include o 
Gold Cup roce, sponsored by Charles 
MopH of Reno hotel fome. 

In addition to the 1tondord racing .-v.nh, 
theH proceeding, featured unllmltecil hy· 
droplone competition, with on lncreo1lng 
number of notlonolly,promlnenl entronts to 
1upplement the local field. locol competl· 
tora were J . Phllllp Murphy and hi, 
"Breathiest," Henry J. Kolser, 5'. ond hl1 
string of "Howoil Kol'1 t Ston Dollar's 
"Short Snorter," Morion VIHl'1 "Hurricane 
IV," (driven by BIii Stead). Horry Hush 
MogH'I "lucky Strike" and '"Rosh," Herb 
Flelshocker, Jr.', '"Mabee Not 11," ond Ston 
Both.e's "Soxon Jr." 

flnol heats for thHe roe es -re 30 miles 
In length, ond gov• 1pectotors mony thrills 
os the high-powered boots bounded and 
,lopped and skidded over the C04.ltH. 

threatening to copalz• with each new set 
of wove, encountered. 

The Tohoe Yocht Club continues to 
1pon1or on annual poweri>oot coms,.tltton, 
port of o bu,y calendar of local marine 
events . Though the club'• octlvltlel hove 
ceo1ed to be th. ,tuft of front-page newt 
(01 they were In the late 1930'1 and eo,ly 
40'1), the thrllla and excitement of lhoae 
eorly roe•• continue to delight rnoct.rTi·dav 
1pectatora each aummer. 
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From mon·, eorllest ventures Into th• High Slerro 
•eg1on. plow (the lour-levged wrlety) hove pl~ o role In 
the or.o's development. Orlglnolly, the populotlon wos 
the aalted, ln-th•borrel voriety, travelling over the pou-. • 
by wagon to be delivered to the Nevodo mining dl1!rlcl1 
ond Tohoe'a loknkl• outposta. 

Homer Burton, whoH lok• Forest ocreoge proved the 
viability of locol, ,moll•Kale tormlng prior lo 1870. 
undoubtedly kept a few pigs. 01 1hey would hov• mad. 
good use of the ,urplus milk from his dairy. A ''weoner" 
~ould be rolsed lo butcher -lght In the courH ot o 
1ummer, ond foll profits w•r• enhanced by the cured pork 
put by for th• long winter. 

Molsle Cornell, o lltetlme locol rHldenl who1e lomily 
purchosed lur1on'1 lake forHI ocreo;. In the 1880's , 
rem•mbeh her grondtother'• and lather'• ventures Into 
hog-rahing, which were conducted In the lowlands at th• 
loot of who! wos th•n known 01 "Hog Pen HIii." A lurn 
(since englnMred out ol the highway) near the •nlrance to 
Rocky Rid;. led down to the hog pens. 

Mohl• remembero h•r loth•r'• trips to 1he Tahoe Inn In 
hi• Model T to pick up lh• gorboge saved for his pigs. And. 
according lo one local outhorlty, lhe operation of lh• Inn 
Itself lnduded 01 leosl som• l•mporory core of pigs. l illion 
Farr. who•• fomlly moved lo Toho• Cily In th• 1920's, 
recoll1 o number of pigs kepi In pen• behind th• Inn, 
where they die! double Hrvk• 01 Corl Bechdolt Jr.'s 
unwllllng 11Hd1. 

In those rural days. before unionized meat lobbers 
making 1-,nl,Wffkly d•llverle1, It wot common for loco! 
.atlng Htobf11hment1 to raise their own 1upply of m•ot for 

ly Carol Von Etten 
Courtny of the North lolce Tahoe Hlstorkal Society 

Ham 

the table. Mott GrHn, propri•tor ol the 1 ohoe Tavern lor 
mony yean, arranged lor the core of o smoll herd of 1he 
cloven-hooved "dlsposols" 01 two locotlons on Tavern 
properly. 

One 11tels recoiled by o number of Tohoe Oty residents 
01 having been downhill lrom the prH•nt Gronlibokken 
entrance, belwHn the TruckH River ond the cabins 
known collectively 01 "Mou Hill" (eoch on• loter burned 
by 1h11 Forest Service). A pile ol ru1tlng and rotting refuse 
remains to this doy, obout 100 yords uphill from the river. 

Another site of Green's hog,rol1lng operations, accord, 
Ing to Jim WIiiiamson, was the lslondoff lok• Forest beoch 
(o T avem hold Ingot thot time • now In private ownership). 
Designated on USGS mops simply 01 "rock•" (due to 111 
on•ogoln-off-ogoln status 01 o piece of dry ground), the 
port-time properly Is 11111 known to some locals 01 "Pig 

• 

Island" (reltrred to by o thers 01 "Green'• lslond1, 
This ~ of reol emit•, 11,ted on the fGlC roll~ 

lour,tentha of o deeded ocre, provided er,ough ~ry J' pigs 
In ,om• yeon to occ.ommodot• o modffl he • 
Their day reached 11, zenith with the orrlvol of •:;-t! 
bo,;.lood of garbage, toward which the whole 1 

would gallop with on enthu1lo1m only , hogs•ot-meoltlm• 
con generate. 

The bor;., o 12 by 30 loot shol~drof1 offolt ·whl~ 
GrHn 101111 ,old to Willlomson, olso praYed the pork••~ 
undoing, for they eventually hod to pay the p iper for theil' 
Continental kHp, socrlflclng their luxurious occommocfo. 
lion, lor the d l,tlnctlon of provid ing the ham, bocon, chopt 
ond ,auso;. lor the Tavern'• efegont toble. 

£orly public dumpsllH ol Tahoe Oty ond King'• Beach, 
opera ted by the tiulbert brothers, Tom ond Noel, 
prolitobly employed the accommodating beo•I• for many 
y•on. When snow closed the dumps eoch foll, the Hulbert• 
would haul their herd down to Gordnervllle, where they 
would be slaughtered. Mol•I• Cornell be'lleves the 
lour-legged critters wore 11111 hord ot their appointed 
occupotlon o11he top ol Jock Pine Slrffl In Tahoe Oty until 
sometime In the 1950'• · 

The density of th• humon populotlon hos drlvef'I thl• 
curly-tolled •peel•• from It, forrnerly•ef'lioyed territory. 
ond It , .. m, that the only local ,urvlvor In this long line of 
1wln• Is Pork P•nt of the North Tohoe Fine Arts Council's 
monthly publication, "Artllocts.# But alas, Pent'• origins 
being compri•~ of 99 percent Inspiration ond one percent 
printer', Ink, he remain• but o lingering shadow of the 
procln• population which formerly llourlehed ot Tahoe • 
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Court"' of TN Horth Leh Tehee Hlatorlcel lecloty 

l"'• It or nol , winier wlll 100t1 be upon The plow 011lg,,ed lo cJ.or lhe hltJtwot 
u1, A1 we wotch the lnevltoble flnt lloke, from Dollor HIii lo king, leach "~ o 
drth down, ape<ulallon 01 to the lnlen1lty new rear end, whlle the rnothin. ..htfh 
ol the lm,-icflng onalaught It everywhere patrolled the Tohoe City to Oollo, UIIJ 
In lh• wind. WIii II be o winter lo 11retch of 1he rood required o new 
remember? Some ior"" a long, wot lronamln lon. Though M llnet wor• 
1'-9e, whlle olhort hold with lolo tnow ond down ond oul, th• locol rood deportment" 
no •roof" (white) woother llnlll Chrl1tma1, monoged ta tonlocf Aubvrn by radio 

Whotovor pottorn lhe winter of 1983-~ phone, arronglng for a double olrd,op of 
anurne,, lechnologlcal odvonc:.. In the the nec .. ao,y part, to Tahoe City and King• 
roolm o4 anow romovol wlll guorant" o lood1, 
degrN of comfon nol oojoyed by the Somewhol Impromptu proporotlont ,or 
hoortlff who broved oll M10aon1 o gonero, the olrdrop Included the uw of porochllf•• 
llon ago, At thot time, wintering In the dotlgned to aupporl a hurnon poylood (with 
Tahoe lotln ropreNnted a ••rlou, commit• lhe Intent of alowlrig lhe dotcont ol 1he 
menl to HH•r•llonc.-hordly the cosuol, port,), Since eoch pockoge weighed In the 
come-ond-go ltfo,tyl• which gonerolly pr• vicinity of 800 pound,, lhe chul" did 11111• 
vall, tocfoy (excepl during the meanest of lo break their loll,, A• o , .. ult, the llrat 
11orm1). oockoge hit the Toho. City Goff Court• 

In the thra., of honh \lfeathor, occou like o bullet ond promptly dlaoppoared, 
ond moon, of trovel toke on on Importance requiring much digging, tontlrudlon of o 
only coauolly Hl••m~ In 1ummer, Tllnt• wooden platform, and UH of come-olongs 
who bemoan rood rlo•ur., whkh detain to extrlcote It from Its depro11lon. 
them a, IHtlt 01 o f • ..., houra would On recovery of the package, It woa 
certainly hove fell Inconvenienced by the discovered thot the tron1ml11lan deallned 
condition, which prevolltd during the for Tahoe City hod Instead been dropped 
winter month, of l9'1,52. Six -ek, of neatly through the roof of o two-110,y 
olm01t contlnuoua snow mode prlaonera of houto In King, Booch, Hltllng tlklgly In the 
bo,ln re,ldenta, reducing trovel to the mud of the boHmenl, A aor1 of gom• 

. progrH1 one could make on akla. resulted from thla error, whereby porl1 
A handful of ro11dent coretokera mode from the Tohoe Oty pockoge wer• looded 

up the winter cenau, on the north ond wo,1 In o boot ond rowed to kings looch, there 
,ho, .. ot thot time, with on equally ,porse lo be exchanged IOf' pieces of the King, 
population •1n town.• Eoch e,tote hod Its Booch poylood. Thi, proceaa wo, ropeoled 
own boot, whlch provided tron1portotlon to until oll the pan, were properly altuoted 
town In all but th• fOU9h••t weather, Thia ond the plows could once ogoln be put In 
morlne OCCHI wos aupplemonted by Con• running order, 
atoble Horry Johonaon ond hi, team of Snow removal on local toodtontlnued 01 
dog,. Periodic run, wore mode to dltlonl O ,toady poce well Into l prlflg. Progreu 
hobltotlon,, delivering food, medicine ond wot held to obout one city block per doy by 
other euentlol 1uppllH, 01 well 01 carrying frequent encounteiswlth lmmenM lrNt 
emergency . medico! co••• to Truck" lo ond boulclera whkh hod been swept down 
meet the troln bou ono the h onto the rood by moving ,now. 
neore1t hoapltol When I • alx,week ~--ma-•bl♦ remote with 
• uge c t river rood ~ o~~flc, • -'Oln..atlll. .predomlnotlng--- lhe-fluffy· 

Horry ond hit sled become •~Ink .aw!I...M...tlon• nolled high on ,,.._ 
-hetwHn friicfiR ond Tahoe City. on Commln• lkoch and one above the 

11 wo, not long Into the winter when both Tahoe 9.!t Golf Cour~IJ'1l,I~ ,tie.,~ , 
•• •• ·••" ,,,. ,. '"' o1. 4~ IOl°'1, pfowt (whlctMlt-•tho\l tlmt''"'of"oVer"og.,~rlu, year, w• ho-M t~ lo~°"' 

comprised Plocor County's entire ""' of our aide , , .though aometlme1 not ...,.,. 
1now•removol equipment) become the 1h01 odvontoge 11 enough to Insure dry fNl. 
victim, of serloua mechonlcol problem,. 
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., C•rtl V111 lttet1 
~rt.er .. TIie Nertll lib Teflee H11i.ttc.l hdtff 

$lerro wlnten ore tht 111111 ol le9,tnd1 , 
b.<111111111 , bvt 0Mlno111 In their porenllol for 
ttverlry. Vtl, the mollclo111 outpo111l11g1 of 
Morher Not111e a,.. occo,lonolly 1111 thon 
1pectoc11lar. 

Owing the winter of 19~7. ' 16,yeor 
low, hit Donner S11mmlt'1 ,nowfoll and 
anowdepth mt01u1ement1 ot111llog to the 
11n111uolly mlld weorher of thot 1eo100. 
Meager pl'9<1pltollon lo the Tahoe Boaln 
thot yeor not only dl1oppolnttd local 
akt-,po,t enthu1lo1t1, but guorontttd that 
the following yeor would be o leon ant for to,.,, creot11,..,. 

lock of llf•glvlng wottr meont thot little 
food woa ovolloblt. ond aom• onlmol1 
atorved to death, while othera • In 
deaperallon • ventured m11ch clottr to 
dvtlltotlon thon th., wo111d hove dared In o 
more bo11ntlful year. Preclpltotlon the 
following winter woa only overage, ond 
ahort ration, per1l1ted, driving onlmol, 
down from tht high country In 1eorch of 
food. 

In Yoaemlte, the usually docile beor 
populotlon began to creole havoc In the 
port\. Stolt Flah ond Gome offlclol1, airer 
conalderlng vorio111 meon, oJ deollng with 
the menoce, flnolly 1ettled upon o pion to 
coptu,.. and remove the worst offenders to 
on oreo not populored by humans. Thot foll, 
the "renegode" bruins w,,.. rounded up, 
loaded onto cattle trucks ond driven north 
Into the lokt Tahoe Basin, with the eostern 
edge of the Ottolotlon Volley WIiderness 
Areo planned 01 their n•w home. 

However, winter snows come loo early to 
Insure the 1uccess.of the pion, blocking rhe 
(southweat of Homewood) to vehicle traffic 
aomewhot short of the burly cargo's 
ontlclpoted desllnotlon. It wos not long 
before yeor-round woat short residents 
began to dlKover thot their proximity to 
the octuol "reltott point" wos poltnllolly 
hotordous to their heolth. 

It sffmed that the beors, lhtlr facts 
boldly doahed with yellow point (opplled 01 
o form of ldenllflcotlon rather thon on 
osaesament of choroder), hod fouod the 
plditngs In the backwoods 1llm Indeed, ond 
the alluring oromo of local dumps, espdolly 
those rnolntalned by nearby Chambers 
Lodge and Tahoe Tavern, began to draw 
them toward clvlll:tollon and lnevltoblt 
encovntera with humon1, Rttlourants. mor­
ktta ond private homes olao become the 
t01get1 of the famished bruins' queat for 
auatenanct. 

Po1tera odvertlalng o $500 fine for 
ahootlng one of the beaata hod been wldtly 

clrculottd by the Deportment of Fl1h ond 
Gome, though motl w,11 1hore re1ldtnl1 
~r• ttody to rl, k the vttdlcl of o fury of 
their peera rather than die at the hand, of o 
Y• llow,foctd bear, Som• went obout the 
dt ftntt of their llvtt ond property with o 
freniltd pan.Ion, 

One local rMldtnl who govt aerlou, 
ottentlon to the mo11,r ol aelf,deftnse wos 
Herb Holey, then coretoker of the Ehrman 
e1talt ot Sugar Pine Point, The diminutive 
Holey wa, a fr iend and fr~ent ho1t to 
Tahoe City Con1toblt Harry Johon1on, ond 
It wa, not long Into the ,lege of the "bod 
newa" beara that Johanson mode o trip 
down the weal thort, , topping at the e1tolt 
to pay Holey o frltndly visit. 

When ht lolled to find the coretoker In 
the rnoln houtt, Horry began o syaternotlc 
tour ol lht outbuilding,. Pausing before the 
door of one, ht pulled It 1llgh/ly ofor In 
preparation to coll out a grNtlng. But, 
befott th• Conitoblt could utter a word the 
point-blank dlachorge of both barrel, of o 
1holgun rigged to erodlcote ursine prowl• 
era Hnl him on his way with quite o 
dllferent c.ry on his tips. Though Horry 
declined to press charges, the Incident 
deflnltely put a 1troln on the relotlonshlp, 
as well 01 forever curing Horry of entering 
o premises without knocking. 

The only sllghtly less frightening experl• 
•nee of coming foce to foce with "Old Brin" 
(or one of his neor-relatlon1) became 
commonplace In the monlM following the 
orrlvol of the four-legged lroublemoktra. 
By the aummer of 1949, the local bear 
population woa llttle-dimlnshtd. The Sierra 
Sun continued to report frequent sighting, 
of beara, Including on Incident Involving 
Miu Coralyn Balton, doughier of the 
lhtn•proprletors of Woleswood Lodge (still 
in operation in Tahoe Park). "Min Bolton," 
1oid the Sun, "heard a noise ot the bock 
door of their home ond upon opening the 
door to Investigate, come foce to foct with 
o 1tortled btor. Eoch ron In dlfferont 
directions, on• os frightened as the other." 

Eventually, moat of the tronsplonttd 
bears wended on erratic way Into their 
extonded rong• '1n Otaolation Volley. 
Recent 1lghllng1 of the beasts art lnfre• 
quent comportd with thott of a generation 
ogo. However, the locol populotlon of these 
shaggy brut11 Is by no mtoma extinct, ond 
the encroochment of mon Into what wo, 
once Bruno's exclusive domain atlll OCCO· 

slonolly result, In o holr-rolslng, heort• 
stopping surprlae for the lndlvlduol who 
chonu, to fflffl one. 

1
Anlm1lt) o .. ,. 
Cerol Vin ~tttn Cofltttlon 
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Bear 
Facts 

NOITH TAHOE WEEK Throuth Nov..., 31, 1'a 
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Fo, mott of the yeor, the ~yeor,old 
pine trH which 1troddl" the hlghwoy 
centerline In Tahoe Cty b cvned 01 o 
threat to traffic aofety 01 often 01 It 11 
p,oiaed fOf' Its 1tately grandeur, However, 
for the loat 35 yean.. the arboreal 
obetrvdlon to veh'lcl• P'ogrwll, tOVed from 

l 
,-,o,,ol In o 19..0 rood widening project by 
o petition compolgn, ho, token on o 1peclol 
111Jnlflconc• and beovty which over1hod­
aw1 lh hozordou1 aspect. 

------------------ Eoch D«ember 1loce 19'7. the 1preodi119 

-i .• • ·- - . 

brunchet of the Big TrN hcrv.. been 1trvng 
• with hundreds of col<>f'9d llght1, 1lgnoll119 

the orrivol of the holiday 1eoson ond 
marking the 1ile of o Tahoe City tradition. 
KothlNn Storroll. editor of the revived 
Tohoe Tattler, Of'StQnlzed o vl1lt from Sonto 
Ooua thol yeor, This hos become on onnuol _,_ 

Siena Pocillc Power Co. and the Tohoe 
Oty Public Utility District P'ovld.d the 
Initial decorotlon1 ond fundl119 for the Big 
TrH'1 lllumlnotlon, and the Tahoe City 
Fed.roted Women'• Club ond th• Tohoe 
Oty Rotary Club aupplied gifts for all the 
children of the community, 

Constable Horry Johonton was flral to do 
the honon 01 Sollto,• hovl119 been ·tron•• 
port.cl to town In the oo•hors• _.1.1gh 
belonglng to •sud"' Joo••• the old wrangler 
who operot.d the Squaw Vollff 1toble1 
until his tragic deolh In o 1962 fire, Jones' 

' effort, to fend off the winter chill during hi• 
open-air trip Into town Included th• 
con1umptlon of quontltlu of dl1tllled 
1plrlt1. Mor• fOf'ti ficotlon was provided on 
Jone,• orrlvol ot the Tahoe Inn (now 
Victoria Station), where he was grHted by 
o crowd of -ll-wlsher1 whose enthvsla1m 
nearly threotened to coll o holt to the 
ploM.d proce.c!Enga on more than on• 
occasion. 

Santo', grond entrance wot lrodltlonolly 
louoch.d from the Inn, ond procffd.d up 
the hill to Congen (now the Family Tree). 
There, frH donvtl ond hot drink,, donot.d 
by the re1tourant, ond o bonfire In the 
parking lot (now the 111• of the Big TrH 
Center) generated chHry warmth for the 
lacol young1tera whlle they wait.cl their 
tum to confide In Santo. 

Some yeon later, when Jone,• vehicle 
wo, no longer avolloble for Sonto'1 hire, 
Johontoo put hl1 own 1peclol brand of 
tronsportotlon Into ••rvke. HI• handmade 

,led pulled by o four-dog 190ffl of 'hu1kln 
ond molemutn r...-.oJ.d hi• Identity to the 
children, to whom he wot o well known 
friend, but did norhlng to dompM the 
enthualasm of the occoslon. 

Johanson eventuolly rellnqullhed the 
honor of ploying Santo to Rolph Bly, the 
jovlal, welJ-llked controctOf' who wot the 
Con1toble'1 crimson-wifed posMnget fOf' 
,_ol year&. The reign of Bly', t.UCCfllOf', 

~popermon Dove Stoller,, ln1tltuted 
the uH of the local firetruck OI o meons of 
tron1porto11on. More recently, Sonia hen 
employ.cl o Hotbed trudt belonging to Don 
Snyder 01 hl1 portable heodquortera. 

The weothermon hot not olwoy, b.en 
cooperollve, ond there hove been years 
when o ~lock Christmas• hos requlr.d 
adoptions lo Sonto'1 conveyance. Johon. 
son'• ,led hod to be fltt.d out with wheels 
for 1everol of his local visit,, owing to lock : 
of ,now. On• year It rained 10 hard that the , 
celebration hod to be moved up the hill to 
Tahoe Lok• Sdiool. Roundin9 rhe corner on 
lt1 way up Grove StrHt, Santo'• slelgh 
tum.cl over, depositing the folly gentlemon 
and hl1 driver unceremoniously olong the, 
roadside. Sonto's olllre wo, doubtless •on: 
tomlahed with o,hea and IOO,- thot yecsr. 

In the early doy1, owing to the 1pora• 
population of local smollfry. the gifll could 
each be more expen1lve ond the recipient, 
Included children oll the woy up to the 
eighth grode. Even the youngest of children 
were not forgollen, 01 loniJ-time '"ldent 
Mosl• Comell recoil,. One year, she wos 
expecting th• Imminent orrfval of the 1t0f'k. 
Attun.d to her dellcot• condition, Santo 
hod even Included o gift for the yet-to-b. 
bom boby. 

Whot ,tort.cl os o clo .. knlt convnunlty, 
gotherlng hod groduolly become o mofor 
undertaking for the groups lnvotved In lt1 
,toging. The membera of the Rotory Oub 
now 1trf119 the llght1, with the TCPUO 
picking up the tab fOf' the trH't lllumlno­
tlon, and Sonto'1 view from hl1 plotfonn 
beneath the Big TrM 11 o huge crowd of 
holf-fomlllor onlooken. Yet, the 1plrlt of 
Chrl1tmo1 which tint prompted the trH's 
1eosonol odomment ond Santo'• onnuol 
vl11t to Tahoe Oty live, on In the 1mn .. of 
wonder ond delight on the little foe" of 
thole who portoke of the 1ea10n'1 1peclol 
moglc beneath It• 1preodlng b<ooche,. 
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_____ --- - --'-Carol Van Etten Collection 

Courttty of !flt North lokt Tohoe Hlltorkol Sod.tr 

The Iott INN ilecod•t hove•wllneutd after their welfare, tolilng mental notn on 
ti.ody growth_ ol oll manner ol Mtuburb1" the regulorlty of their «lffllngt and going,, 
around Loh Tohot'a north ood w"I .ahcSr• . ond vliltlng 1hflr encampment with "core 
"hub" communltl ... On• local habitation of · pod1age1" If they ,,rayed lnt11pfkobly from 
unu,uol color • long ''"" fodtd from the their appointed tcti.dulM, 
tkyllnt . : wot Mou HIii, on . •~emerol , ~-- flen called u the aentkfl of 
,ettlement oaou the TNckN Rivet from Ktnvw O pon 
Tohot City ond along the rood whkh once Gu• Bouer, one Mou Hill r111denl, to 
connecitcl Gronllbokken with Highway 89 babytlt for hit thre• '°~'• payment being 

I 'h I f S
"'I L L-- ( T L-- $5 regordleu of Kehoe• hour of return. 0 e I le O • 1,. sen um.,.. now Onuw 

O!Y lumber Company). 
located uphill from th• •II• of o 

,urnrner!only hobo comp, which llourhhed 
along the eoulh bank of the river In • 
Oepreulon day,, Mou HIii wot o com• 
munlty of aquottere whkh began to toke 
,hope near the beginning of the second 
World Wor. At Its anlth, there -re five 
humble cabins • non• of which enloyed the 
refinements of electrlclty or Nnnlng water. 
Tht1• glomorleu dwtllln~ were popu• 
lated by o ,moll, but diverse ouortment of 
pen,loners and escape" from other llv11 
who hod squatter', rights In tflo actual • If 
not the legal • sense. 

John Cunningham, o grovel-voiced long­
shoreman of some elegance ond educotlon, 
wot the second orrlvol. CuMlngham l1 
remembered 01 a gentlemen of habit who 
would dross for town on the doyl when hi• 
pension check wot e11pected, rnoklng the 
trip on fool lo ca1h his voucher ond 
replonl1h the supply of food, kerosene 
(used for lighting) and (most lmporlonl) 
spirits. 

Evidently, Cunningham's post Included 
moie variety than hla longahore retirement 
1ugg111ed, for Mazie Cornell (retired Tahoe 
Lok• School librarian) tells the story of 
being stopped by o woman while 1hopplng 
on• doy ot Kehoe', Market and asked If 
she knew his name. She sold that she kn­
him as Cunningham, whereupon the wo­
mon sold that she was now sure she 
rocognlrod him as the some man who hod 
been o prominent booker In Philodelphlo, 
but hod one day quit his lob ond 
disappeared from view, looving o wife ond 
fomlly behind. 

Prior to the ostobllahment of this Mcom· 
munlty," o group of six men hod occupied o 
caboose obondoned by tho Lok• Tahoe 
Rollwoy and Transportation Company near 
the present site of th• Tahoe City firehouse. 
Following their eviction from this alle, tom• 
of the men moved on down the river to 
settle along o spur track designated by tho 
railroad 01 "Mon HIii." Hero, their more­
or-lou permonent occupollon of what woa 
Forest Service property, without benefit of "Shorty,"o relative lot• comer lo Moss 
documentary petmlnlon, woa offlclolly I-till, woa able lo economize on construction 
overlooked during the period of their efforts when he built his shock. Being 
r11ldence. • borely live fNt toll, he mode his dwelllng 

life ot Moss Hill was hardly one of lust high enough to occommodote his own 
luxury. Eoch of the ihocks hod bNn built by stature, much lo the discouragement of 
Its occupant with materials scrounged from vlsifors.-
conslrucllon lobs and local dumps. Roofing Two other residents, "Whispering Peter" 
woa generally of llvt"-gollon cons, cut open and "Blockle," were not so fomlllor to the 
ond flattened, or of shakes skimmed of! community. "Blackie" woa o loner, dying o 
fallen cedar trNs •. Newspapers were the loner', death on Chrlstmos Eve In 1964 
universal Insulation. when his trudge homo through the snow 

In spite of their dubious claims to local ·was cut short by the effeds of exposur­
resldence, lnhobltonls of Moss HIii did not he was discovered along the roodslde loo 
fHI the stigma of being regarded as • lo~• lo be revived. 
outcasts In the larger community, but Though the presence of the squatter's 
rather wore generally !J(Cepled ond trust• settlement wos tolerated during the llfe­
ed, often being called upon lo do construe• times of the orlglnol inhabltonta, II become 
llon or moinlenonco work for local busl• the policy of the Forest Service that when o 
ne1111. Chief among their employers was resident of the settlement died, his cabin 
Bill Bechdolt, former director of Tahoe City would be burned down In on effort to 
Public Utility Olslrld, .whote father's deal• discourage would-be Immigrants. And so, 
Ing wJth their ~ predecessors two by the procitss of attrition, the community 
decodes before hod taught him their value finally gave up the ghost about 1970, when 
01 workers ond friends. the lost of the squottere ponocl on to his 

Another f~oquonl contact of the Moss Hill final rewords In the ' county hospital In 
residents In tho larger community was Basil Auburn. Remnants of the former dwellillCJS 
Kehoe (lelevlslon-appllonce store owner). are still In evidence, though the essence of 
His morkol wos ot one time the only the aquotter'.s hamlet-the freedom to take 
grocery operating In town. He extended up realdence _on public land without 
the squatter• credit ond othe~lse looked interf•~itnc-ls gone forever. 

JJ 
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Ice Skating Days~ 
Dltflcult though It may be for tom• to 

Imagine, not ovoryon. •-• to akl . Somo 
odYocotft of th. btlsk ond brNzy winter 
octuolly prof., th. onkl.-numblng roptur• 
of 1kotlng to ony other cold w.ath.r 
punult. And oven among ho,d-cor• onthu-
11cKt1 of tho dorlng downhlU 1port, there 
ore cos" on record of lnclivlduol1 trodlng In 
their boards for blod" on occasion and 
toking o f•w tum, around tho Ice (this 
phenomenon occurring with npKlol fr• 
qu.ncy In y.ors wh.n cold hos provolled 
over wot, and ,tklnvnlng o,,_, tho frozen 
1urfoco of a local body of water hos hod to 
tuffk• tho dlsgruntled skier). 

With tho demolltiori lost summer of 
Squaw Voll~•• Blyth Ar•no. 1ll0 of tho 
1kotlng •vents of tho 1960 Olymplc Winter 
Gom••• th• North Lake Tohoo-TruckH 
ar .. Is one• ogoln without on Ice rink, and 
thoH who would skate must, as In long ago 
days, arrange for their own focilill••· 

Fifty years ago, this privation w01 
over~ prlmorlly by tho onthusloatlc 
offon, of Andrew "Rod" And.non. It wo1 
Andonon and his wll•, Ann Starratt 
Anderson, t~thor with A.M. "Joo" Henry 
and his wlf•. Mori•. who wor• chief 
Instigators of 1kotlng odl~ltlos locally. 
Th•H two coupl•• helped orgonlH 1kotlng 
ponies which lnitlolly took place In a froHn 
lagoon formed when Andwson and Henry 
built a i•tty n.ar th. outl•t dorn.~ 

Tahoe Tov•m, which ~ for wlnt•r 
bu1ln•11 In th. lot• 1920',, ond contlnu.d to 
opera!• during tho win!., Into tho mid 
1930'1. • 

"Snowball Exp,H1" train, ron on wHk• 
end, ond holiday,, bringing throngs of 
wlnt•r guHII to tho Tawrn from oll a...r 
California. The port.Ing gorog., being thu1 
othorwl•• unu1ed, wa1 floocl.d with MY• 

•rol Inches of wat•r, tumlng 111 cement 
floor Into on Indoor rink. Along tho Tavern 
1hor.lln•, b.hlnd a tort of (otty whkh lay 
botwHn tho pl .. aur• pl•r and tho railroad 
trntlo pier, winter guHII could •n(oy th• 
sportlllng scenery 01 they glided ov•r a 
1.cond. outdoor rink. 

On another ploc• of Tovom p,oporty -
tho hlllald. behind tho town of Tahoe City, 
mar• local 1kotlng history unfolded. What 
longtlm• rnld~t• refer to as "Sucker 
Cro•k" (a atroam which cross•• th• 
highway at th• Tahoe Oty TOJ1oco Stollon 
and ontort tho lok• botwHn tho light• 
houH C•ntor and th• Bootworli1 Moll) 11 
f~ by a llttl•known rosoNOlr which was 
orlglnolly formed for UH as th. Tahoe 
Tovom'a water aourco. Local youngsters 
skated on this atorog. pond. occoslonolly 
r•strlctlng Its outl•t •~n .further with a 
board. wh1ch hod tho off.ct of raising th• 
wot•r lov•I on• half to one Inch ovomlght, 
'!r•surfoclng" th• pond to a glossy smooth• 
n•ss. 

When this location p,~ to be too much Our country'• •ntronco Into World War II 
ot th• mercy of th• elements, tho group off.ctlvoly brought to a clos. tho •ro of 
1.cul9d permission from tho ,Dollar fomlly do-lt•your1olf local skating. The boy1 who 
(for whom tho Dollar Point 1ubclivlslon w01 march~ off to war r•tumed to find that th• 
nom~) lo make r.cr.atlonol UH of th•lr or.a, whor• th•y hod formerly 1kot~ 
prlvot• water sourc•. locot~d on th• wore now olf,llmlts. Th• Tahoe or.a was 
hlllsld• about o mil• obov• their rosldenc•. booming, ond tho attitude of tho awrogo 
Dollar Rn•NOlr (or •0onor Dom,W 01 tho American wo, changing. F.ar of lawsuit In 
sit• 11 reforr~ to by thos• who remember tho event of ln(ury wos beginning to couH 
111 h•ydoy 01 o skating rink) was th• aeon• land owners lo ovoid any potontlol lloblllty 
of many outings In th. late 1920'1 through • by posting their property. 
th• late 1930'1, In th• ensuing y.an. H~rol revival~ of • 

In low-wot•r y .. rs (those when rn.agro tho open-air vorl•ty of tho sport hov• 
proclpltollon caused th• lok• lov•I to drop •n(oyod brief popularity along th• TruckH 
n .. r or below Its natural rim of 6,223.1 River wh.n th• lok• f•II below Its natural 
fHI, Lok• Tahoe Datum), skating was rim. Standing water In th• rlv•rbod froz• 
posslbl• along tho TruckM Riv.,, Ono site tolld, allowing for th• UH of heavy 
which was much-us~ In tho 1920'1 and equipment, which mode qukk, work of 
.. rty 1930'• wo1 th. wide, flat or .. lust scraping th• snow off tho surface. Thia 
below Spllten Lumber (now Tahoe City proc•n. plus periodic flooding of tli• pond, 
Lumb., Company). H•r•. and farther produced mony pl.asont hours al skating I 
down1tr.am In th• shady pools about during th• 1956-57 1.a1011. The aome 
midway betwHn T.ohoo Oty and S9uow locotlon again bocom• on outdoor k• rink 
Voll•y. olmoat lo DMr Pork, wld. •xponH1 In the "drought" y .. , of 1976-n. 
of le• afford~ odoquot• •poc• for the Though II Is not on th• horizon °" 
group'• octlvltl". oxcoptlonolly dry y.or aomellme ln° th• I 

Th• lint commercial rink In the or.a futur• will once ogoln produce lhe condl, , 
co- Into b•lng about thl1 tlm• - port of tlons n.c•ssory for akotlng on the rl,,_,. 
th• winter 1port1 focilltl•• olf.,ed by th• 

I 
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>.. .acul'io4 19 11i .... tfldwd down K..Qh-oy 19 dl,r,ng 
tt.. 190-M ho(,do, "'""-~ to ond m:wn the.r 
~ locd~ tti..,,rq c«totnly hove hod oam,on 

~ rafl«t gpc,11 thol. ~ doy, °' 0 QeMl'Oficn OI' IO 
ogo, pnc,r to""- cno a -~ - ond .,_.9""C• en o 
~ sld eecaa. ~..nt«~ •~ of 
"'-' cb1"g ~ lot• 1kll ond ""- earty l"" -• quit• 
6"--.. "- th.-, modem counterparts. ~ 
!be .ta.,or tor bdl of -,ety ~ o ,_ of fl'Ndom ond 
ffl0btlty1"hch today a troffic ond lifr lines tend to de~rroy. 
~ Volley. -..h.dl sprang 11110 witemot,onol prom­

_. ~ o tiw!f of the VlU Otympic W-,te, Gomft in 
1960. hod~ operation& 01 o II.I oreo - o decode 
_.r,... ur>d« the ~enl of Alu CUV1ing. Cinhing"1 
lnaho& C0ffllMfOOI II.I ...nture was o rope low. power.cf by 
o ~-cyllnder Wrsco,wn engine which draw the coble by 
~ of ""° thr ... grocr,.d pvft.-p. 

The bonn« ywor of 194' IOW the oddition of 1he orea·• 
fint c:houiift - Olotr II . Bob H«on. o Oenwr enginHr with 
eiq,eri.nce in 1,ft constrvction, wo1 responsible for the 
-tollation of thca li lt. whldi. ot the tim• . wos nol.d 01 
being the -tcfa lorg,nt. The fo.nt paying pon.ngen lo 
UM""- Ii~ did so on November 30, 1949, with oppropriofe 
hoopla • f~ IMe a ttending the g rand opening. 
~ Volley. howev«r, wos nol 1he lint locol 11.r oreo. 

°"""? the winten of the lote I 9201 ond early 19301, 1he 

\ 

I 

t 

Ttloe T-...m • t._ c.t,·1 _,.., _. ,-, ·•• _, 

op9Q. offaring 1h ~. ~ .. - .,. . ... ~ 
odcfition to O IJol:, 0 ;; H Nl! Ooa,t.it OI» ... _, el tf-. 
T~ ~ ). mud-i-. lllede fll '"Oyfflpoc Hill' o do 
ful'\p'"9 - ,rotecto,y (oa tti., ..,.. rfi4l!'I ml.d) Wt .s 
1971 ynder !ti. dllec1ion of -,.tan. IIClflcMI ~ 
cflonplor. ~ ~ ...,... ~ .. ~ ..,. 
held. cvlmrna,ing witti die 0frmp;c trioh b- me tm w.,,., Olympa. ~ ~ OI ..a - d'IOM ol 
lntemoficnol pron,lnenc9. ~ 11M of rhe jl,fflp dlilring 
those yecm. Aft« the Tcrtem QONd .WW cpe,~ 
the jumping hJ1 - no ~ ~ 

How-. obout the IClrl'le ,.,,. that ~ voa., Well 

lnltlotlng lt1 ski op«otiona, another m,-.,dal sid 
v9nture wo1 toking shape neor Tohoe o,. - m.t. off 
Hlghwoy 89, lmder the IUj)ef'Vlslon of K"Jell ~ty• ~ 
He wos a Norwegian who sow the nafUrOI ncr1~f0'9 
bowl os o perf .ct ,pot for the dewloprwt °' a smoll. 
fomlly.ooent.d tkl o,-. Ar tr....._ c:J.or.d from !he 
hllb lde in prepo,ofton fo,- lta UH os a P l dope. _,. IJMd 
to build three log strud\KH. One buiJcf'"9 MtVed os o 
wonning hut ond the othen P"O'tlded houting for Rustod 
and his family, and quarter, for O'f9fflight gunts.. 

R111tod nom.d the • ,_,,• slll a,eo •Gfril,okM,1-
(Norw.gion fo,- •o hillside shelter.cf by fire trNS1 . old 
offer•d two rope tow,. ond a hl,ge firwploce ond snodl bor 
In the Pi hut. Access to the oreo wos initial ly by -Wemef.• 
a vehicle a rig;nolly designed os a Pocific Theatre landing 
croft. W&th flotation devices remowed. the -w_.r 
prow.cf a useful m.ans of ow.r-the--snow tronspomlficn for 
Rustod - o MCHsity In thew days. os only rhe main 
highway wos plow.cf In winter. 

Another Wes t Shore operohon of rho sane period-ftws 
one of a non-commerciol noture - is reculled by S.I 
Breuner (of fumilure fame), whose fomity owned o 
portable rope tow which sow a greet deaf of UM in ~ 
yeon. Th• low was ploc.d ot the north end of the preHfff 
Homewood Skl Area. It employed a ~«f 
Bri~• ond Strollon engin• which would be dragged op the 
hill with snow anchors, the conveycnc. doing Its WOtiL 
from above. 

Anyon• who might hoppen along with a poir of sm -,,cs 
cheerfully offer.cf the use of the lih . During the wor years 
the number of user, wos not large. but it wos 1W¥«tbeless 
o gesture of long-gone (pr• litigotion) a:wnmunity spirit 
wtien Don Huff. then-owne< ol the slope {pon of has 
Homewood Retort) donated lrH uw of the proper1y for 
recreational purposes, ollowlng the 8reuners ro put thew 
· ,oy• ot the diJposol of rhe ~ol J)\lblic. 

The merry houn this ~lime afforded _.. _,., 
during the winier holiday ...ms ond --wids from 
obout 1942 to 19<17. ond surprimgly did not ga,•ct. on, 
lif•lhreatening iniuries. though 81D 8,-odmi~ to o 
brobn leg 1u1toined on the hill on N-veor·s Doy. 194. 
Modem inlerp,elot,ons ol liobility hove brought on w to 
such corelrH punvih. 

The typical Sierra ski holiday hos unoacgo,,e SwHpi .. g 
change in the 1011 3S years. Though the __. ol 
adventure ls now chorocterind by otten,,11 to nde ltie 
moJ1imum 111e of -.ocoiioQ time for the-femt cmh ou:tfay 
th. principal ingrecSents of a der,ghtful ul woe-... -
snow ond sun - ore os O'IOJ~ os - · 

,. , , NOITHTAHOfwmt,-_.,S .ll , ltM 
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Lake Level? - ...... NOl'TH TAHOE WIEJC January 12 • 11. ltM 

(No, lt's~_on Til~ ((J~ f?Taltoe 
A regular front-page feature of the old 

T•h- City World (now the Toh- Wortd) 
iwos o brief report - under the heading 
which olso serves thla ortlc;le - concerning 
lluctuotiona of the loke levol. The weekly 
report Included the rote of release of water 
through the gates of the outlet dam located 
ot the mouth of the Truck .. River In Toho• 
Oty. Measurements of the lok•'• current 
level were given 01 well 01 reodings for 
one week prior ond one year prior. Beyond 
the•• cold numerical pronouncements the 
newspaper rarely lound It opproprlote to 
venture, leovlng to others the long• 
standing controversy over Tahoe's proper 
elevation. 

The verbal and legal bottles over 1h11 
11.C•year-old Issue presently rog• loud and 
hot, owing, 'to on unusual series of 
record-setting winters which more than 

, omply replenished the reservoir that 1it1 on 
top of the lake proper. Yes, lake Tahoe Is 
octuolly a reservoir, created In the lat• 
18701 by the construction of the first dam at 
the outlet. The dom ls o crib structure 

.capable of Impounding woter above the 
'loke's naturol hlgh-woter mark - o 
sandstone rim the elevation of which has 
been determined to be 6223.0 feet, lake 
Tahoe Datum. Construction of the present 
concrete dam, completed In 1915, raised 
the static storage capacity to 6229.1 feet, 
Lok• Tahoe Dotum - she feet above the 
natural rim. 
! With the dubious old of the weatherman, 
the legal capocity of the reservoir was 
reached ond exceeded within three years 
after the completion of the existing dom. 

· 1mmedlately o borroge of protest came 
from property owners whose shoreline real 
nlote CO!'J~u~tly suffered 1eriou1 ero• 
,ion. Photographic evidence documents the 
demise of hundreds of mature conifers 
which toppled when rising lake waters 
washed owoy vo1t expanses of formerly 
dry lond. 

Public outcry (ond a succe11lon of milder 
winters) 100n brought 1trlctor adherence to - · · 
the 1915 fedorol decree which estobll1hed , 
the orlginol level of 6223.0 f .. t, os tho 
h'lgh-water mark and 6.1 feet os the 
maximum legal depth of the reservoir. 
However, extremes of precipitation hove 

,,. 

continued to ploguo those whose business 

it 11 to regulate the elevation of the t------------------------------------­
reservolr. Many factors are brought to bear Continued from peve 4 
on the much scrutinbed number• of the 
Truckee-Corson Irrigation District - the 
entity currently charged_ with the monog• 
ment of waters released from the outlet 
gates. 

The man whose officlol decisions are 
central to the lake level controversy 11 
Federal Wotermaster Claude Dukes, over• 
seer of ony and oll odjustments of the 
outlet gates. Dukes must consider such 
diverse Interests 01 lokeshore and river 
corridor property owners, rafters, fly 
fishermen, Reno residents within the 
100-yeor flood plain, Nevodo formers and 
the Indiana of Pyramid lake, In addition to 
further "rules" lold down by the 19« 
Truck.. River Agreement. The list of 
indlvlduola and groups with bones. to pick 
over mlamonogement of ~he reservoir Is 
seemingly endless. The wotermaster la 
oided In his thonklen decision-making by 
long-ronge weather forecasts ond com• 
puter projections of apring runoff . 

M<iosurlng devices of Increasing sophisti• 
cation ore used to determine the dolly 
elevations of lake Tahoe ond the Truck-
River. A device located on the Coast Guard 
pier ot lake Forest allows on Immediate 
visual reodout for Tahoe City resident J im 
Miller. He Is responsible for toking the dolly 
reading• and phoning the Information to 
the Fallon, Nev. ofllce1 of the T.C.I.D. A 
permanent record of the changes In 
elevation la mod• on a drum-mounted 
graph located Inside o wooden box for 
protection ogolnat the brunt of elemental 

Continued on next page 

Our Tahoe Heritage 
disturbances. In spite of this insulation from 
the direct force of wind and weather, the 
reodlrig sometimes reflects vorlotlo<ls 01 

much as five one-hundredths of o foot when· 
wind-driven water octuolly creates o lake 
which ls "on tilt."• 

The T.C.t,D. forwards tlwt readings pro­
vlded by Miller to the watermoster'a offices 
in Reno. When fluctuatlons In elevotlon ore 
sufficient to warrant adjustment of any of 
the outlet gates, Dukes notifies Miller, who 
makes the necessary adjustments using on 
antiquated electric opporotus inside the 
dam - not the computerized system 
erroneously described recently in publicity 
regarding the dam. 

All this seems o for cry from the days 
when the gatekeeper (who ot that t ime 
resided in the log cabin on the bonk of the 

- · 

toke ouOet) would stroll OV9r ond toke the 
day'• readings. give o few moments 
consideration, ond then - on the strength 
of his own good counsel - would make 
such odJuttment1 01 the latest fluctuation• 
suggested were necessary. However. In 
spite of modem technology. linol decisions 
regordlnjl the raising ond lowering of the 
outlet dam's 17 gates - within the 
limltotions set by the 1944 Truck .. River 
Agreement - ore still mode on the some 
basis 01 In the dam's early days: the 
educated guess of o human, toking Into 
account post experience, current co,,ditlons 
and future projections to ottive ot o 
decision which cannot possibly please 
-•ryone, but which Strives to uphold the 
low ondl plecne the greatest number, 
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C..,,,_,, of Tllo Notth Lok• T ohoo Hl,torlcel Spcl.iy 

A New Slant on Incline 
At ~tlot 11\0)' bo aold to reflect o tort ol 
~llty, Inc.lino ViUogo off~ ltHH to tho -Id CK o 
low pil<1vro of offlvon<•ot-lol1uro. At tho loot ol Sile!. 
"-"toll\, ....... fho prop.tty voluo, oro CK ltffp 01 tho 
'""ovncilne ,-oo,ophy, h '""'' hordly poulblo tho! 100 
~• ogo tho !Qcol populotlon wo, olmo1t ur1lvor1olly 
<Gn-.,rllOd o.l blve-<ollor wort.or• employed In vorio.11 
«lpocltlot by tho tlmbor lndullty (on which tho vory 
O•lt•-o of tho communlly ot tho! tlmo cl.ponded). 

h Wfl ollol 100 ,..,.. ogo 1011 wook • Jonuory 12, 188-4 • 
tho.I tho bu,v-lng community ol lndlno llllolly <on• 
•ldor9d 11,olf to hovo como of ogo. On thot doto, thl1 
tent., of IUfflbtrillg oi,.rotioll1 on lokt Tahoe'• north 
.horo - o•toblllhod 01 both on oloctlon prodnct and 
lovrth-clou post ofllco. 

Th. town'1 growth followed tho 1omo pollom 01 othor 
loco! flodglin9 hobltotlon, which owed tholr oxlstonco to 
tl,o rl;ch mlnot ol tl,o Comttock ond tholr ln1otloblo 
oppetito lo, tlmbor • In tho wmmor of 18.78, Woll or Scott 
Hobort 0190"l1ed hi, Slorro Nevodo Wood ond lumbor 
Company. Ho purchased ond loosed tlmbor tKllons 
(.....,.twlly totohng 10,000 ocrot) In tho lnclino aroo 01 
-11 01 olong Tahoo'1 10uth ,horo ond 01 for wot! from 
Incline 01 Pino Gro-,o Station (Tohoo Vltto). 

Hobort appointed a. his genorol monogor Coptoln John 
Joor Overtoo, who ot tho limo wo• 1uperlntondont of tho 
Virginia Oty ond Gold Hill Wator Compony. Overton (o 
lftCIA of pr- mKhonlcol obllity) HI to wort. eon1tn,ctlng 
o mill. located noor tho pro1ont alto of tho Pondoro10 
lond\. obovt o mllo 0011 of lnclino Vlllogo proper. Two 
,-, lotet, o lhortlino roilwoy hod boon cornpletod, 

·connoctlng tho mlU with Sond Horbor, tho ,toging oroo for 
WOmillO log b6om,. 

log• -•o cut ot many locotlon1 oround tho loko ond 
,klddttd or co,ted to tho loko ,horo. Thoro thoy woro 
d>oinood ~the,, forming huge wodg.1hopod rafts or 
-V-boom,. • Tlloto !looting lumbor yords wero thon-,owed 
lo Sond Horbor, chlolly by Hobort'11toomor Nlogoro, on 
83-foot formet pGIIOngOt YOSHI (launched In 1875 undet 
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tho coptolncy of D.W. Avory) opp,oprlated lor 1110 a. a hill 
whon ,ho proved too phlogmotlc lor het lnlllol commit• 
lion. 

Onco tho logs roochod Sond Harbor, they -• po,Ued 
out of the wotor ond up woodon romps by loom, ol OJ1ell, 

M ov~lied tlmbor tripod locltlloted tholt bolng looclod 
onto rolkor• bound for tho MIii Crffll mill or 1tocllod lor 
tomporory 1torogo. 

In tplto ol 1h11 groat 1how of lnduttry. however, tho 
tlmbor operotlort could novor have proved o llnonclol 
1uccos1 without tho oddlllon of - cruclol olomont, 
,upplled by tho ••peril .. of Coptoln Ovonon. Timber 
oboundod In lho Tohoo Bo,ln. large UOCH of land -re 
ovolloblo for S<4 on ocro or loss. Tho only dotrlmont ta 
copltollzlng on o fortune wa. tho ••penH ol transporting 
tho produd to tho con,umor ovor o rongo of mountoln1 
lying botwoon the loh ond tho Comstock loci.. So It -• 
that tho mot! notoworthy omong Overton'• construction 
project, como Into bolng: tho Groot lncllno of tho Slorro 
Novodo, ropro10t1tlng o unique solution ·to thlt tfflfti"F( 
ln1urmountoblo obttoclo, 

801lng his doslgn on his fomlllorlty with othor 
coblo-drlvon 1y,tom1 omploylng tho prlnclplo of o 
countorwolght, Ovorton onginoored one! tuporvlsod tho 
construction of o 4,()()G.foot tromwoy (with on 1,SOIMoot 
11orticol rlto) up tho 1tdo of tho mountain which loy 0011 of 
tho mtll. Thl1 contlnuout coblo rollwoy was loundM on 
tlmbon (IO lnchot by 20 tncho1 In 1110) bolted to solid rock, 
with two 1011 of !rocks loading 1trolght up tho loll lino to 
tho 1umml1. Thor• tho coblo turned around ono al tho 
tromllno'1 two buUwhoolt !ooch 12 fHI In dlorMtor), tho 
huge pulley onchored In concroto. In lt1 cnmb up tho 
olmo1t 67 perconl grad., tl>o 40 honopowor 11oom 
onglno, which rolsod tho cort, wot 011l1ted to somo 
d.grH by tho -lght of tho ompty cors dosconding on tho 
adjoining trod~. Eoch lood of eotd wood (or tho oqulYOl.,,t 
omount ol lumbor) took 20 mlnuto, to moko h1 oscont. Tho , 
carrying copodty of tho 1ystom was 300 cord, por cloy. . 

At tl,o top of tho lnclino, lumbor ond cord wood w0to 
dl1chorgod dlroctly Into o V-thopod flumo whlch corrlod 
thom down tho othor 1ld., poulng through o 4.000.loot 
tuMol onrouto to Lokevlow Station. Horo, thoy -r• 
loaded onto con of tho Vlrglnlo ond TrvckH Rollrood ond 
lrolghted to Virginia Oty. 

Whon tho fortuno1 of tho Coma tock bogon to ploy out ln 
tho oorly IMoe, Tohoo', lumber Industry fodod with them • 
Thoro wo1 llttlo 1tonding timbor loft In tho llo.ir.. Ovring 
tho 1ummor of 1896, Hobart concludod hi, oporallon1 ot 
lncllno, rolocotlng In tho hoovil,-woodod boc,l,.a,untry 
north of Trvdr.-tho new ,.,111omon1 IOOII bocomlnv 
known 01 Hobart Mlllt, 

In tho lntetlrn, tho cloomrt hillaldot loh bohlnd by tho 
formor 191ld.n11 hod '"hoolod" ond tho fonnor beau~ at 
tho locotlon wot retlorod. lloned with a tl'"-o,. 
ton11dored qulto n,lld In COfflpe)nlOI\ with nol ;hborine 
cornmunl1i.1 lo tho ""011, "tho Vih•" hot oomod tho 
10tltf0<1lon of Ill rMldeonlt and tl,o onv-, of llt vhlt-. 
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Co11rttty ol lht North Loh hhH Hltlorkol Society 

Tahoe's Peaee-keeping Forees 
In lhtto doya of tp■<loll101lon, It 11 1ho roro lndlvlc:luol 

who10 expor1l10 la mcrt.od by ony groot dlv•nlly, 
Howovor, tuch wot not 1ho <OH In lh• eorly doya of 1h11 
roglon, whon 111 ruggod ond unforgiving noluro wo1 o 
porpoluol 1ourco ol llrugglo lo 111 ro11dtnl1, forcing thtm 
to excol by tho vori oct of 1urvlvol. Rtgordlng 1ho 
molnttnonco of law ond order, locol condllion, woro 
porllculory demanding, ond ytl thtrt wero lhoH who roH 
lo mHI tho choll,nge. 

Tho oreo'a lint con11ablo, Robert Monlgorntry Wollan 
epllamllod the qualllltt cl chorocler detlroble In ,uch ~ 
cruclol lronller office. A resident al Tahoe from 1875 10 
1897, Walton ob1tntod hlmttll brleflyto 1omplt Ille In the 
Yukon gold llelds, relumlng lo HIiie porrnonenlly In 
Toho• City full prior lo 1900. 

By 1904, North Shore residents hod begun lo con11der 
TruckH loo dislonl to suffice os the neoretl outpost of the 
low. The first of several Tohot City lolls wos con1truc1od • 
on unodornod cement box wllh smoll olr vents for 
"windows" which, with scrNns rornoved, 0110 provldod 
convenient oriflctt through which occomplictt might pon 
bollltt ol wino lo prl10nert dlsposod lo drinking owoy 
rhelr conllnemonl. 

Notti modo by Judge Vernon, Tohot City's original 
hislorion, give 1~ os the yeor Wolson become lho town's 
firs! con,toble, o position he held until his deoth 01 ogo n, 
By incrodible coincidence, It was on the very day of 
Wotson's burlol tn 1932 tho! tho man, detllnod lo toke up 
where the "Old Ploneor" hod lefl off, orrlvod In town. 

lmmodlotely followln11 Watson's deoth, Corl Bechdoll, 
Sr .. owner of tho Toho• Inn (now Victoria Stotion) hod 
been nomod ocllng constable to seive until 1uch lime os o 
now mon could be duly elected. Henry Wehrman was the 
choice of the voter,, bul being unable to rolse th• bond 
requlrod, Wohrmon found II necessary to decline the 
office. And 10 it wos in 1935, three yeort ofter Wol10n's 
deoth, 1h01 Harry Edward Johanson, o much-lrovellod 
young Swede with experience In the Royal Conodion 
Mounted Police, assumed the ollice of Tohoe City 
constoblo, o job ht wos to hold for the noxl 32 years. 

The novelty of Johansen's version of low enforcement 
wos soon legend. Expanding on o personal interest in dogs 
ond dog sledding, Harry pul his skilled teoms of huskies 
(ond loter malemulet) ta great advonlage during the 
winier months, when much of his "boot'' took him beyond 
the reoch of plowed roads. In lhoH eorly doys. the 
delivery of moil. food ond supplies lo persons lsoloted by 
snow wos o much-oppreclaled elforl. 

Prior to lhe ero of the "modern" snowplow, Horry's dog 
leom wos occoslonolly the only means of tronsportlng the 
community's sick ond Injured lo Truckee, The River Rood 
wos often closed for days at o time followlng 1tvere 
storms. Prisoners opprehended for from town were olso 
passengers In the aled, with all ni11e dogs ready to defend 
1helr moster'1 point of view, should need arise. 

A dromolic lncreoH in loco! population following Worl•' 
Wor II soon had the predictoble ellecl of Increasing th 
crime rote, In tho Joto 1940. ond eorly 1950., much wci 

Consloblo Harr, Johonson and two of his sled dog,, Yukon, 
loft, ond Sitka. (Photo courtety of Tahoe City library) 

mode of tho impossibly Iorgo .territory for whic.h Horry WO$ 

responsible and the lock of physlcol and flnonciol 
assistance providod him by the county. In ,pile of o Grond 
Jury lnvetligotion, no Immediate action wos taken to 
olleviole the personnel shortogo. 

The much-postponed completion ol tho town's now jail 
come In Augusl, 1946, greot simplifylng the conslablo's 
duliet. A proposed hoosegow hod first bHn detigned by 
Harry (on orchilectural droflsmon by formal trolnlng) In 
November, 1938, but delays (blomod on o wortlme scorclty 
of molorlols) hod kept the constable shuttling bock ond 
forth to T ruckoe ond Au bum jails for olmost e ight yeors. 
The creotlon of two seporoto judklol districts furthor 
relieved Johonson by bringing the oreo from Oollor Hill 
north lo statellne under the jurisdiction of Kings 8eoch 
Constoble Dick Lavery. More "progress" wos mode with 
the completion of yet onother new joil in Tohot Oty in 
1962, which operoted as o substollon of the Plocor Counly 
Sherill's Deportment. 

These ond other developments hod lhe effect of 
reducing the workload of lhe local constable lo the 
dispensollon of local civil molters. Heroic missions Into the 
hlnlerlonds In pursuit of treocherous felons or disoriented 
damsels had become the stuff of yesteryear by the time 
Horry retired In 1967. Ai o result, neither Johonson's 
immodiole successor, Adom Sabot, nor Mickey Donlels, 
our current constable. have achieved anything liko the 
color of their predecossor'a odmlnlstrollon. 

I 
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VISITING 
DAVY JONES' LOCKER 

(Tah~e's ~•known Depths) 
Our recent winds out of the east, which In high water 

con ti. the n.iin of north and west shore 'piers and beaches, 
coll 1o•mind the considerable violence of which this lake is 
capoble. Those wl?o hove wilnened li~thond the wroth of 
neor«eon-sizeod waves breoklng over the bows of t~elr 
suddenly insignificant croft, wlll attest to the healthy 
respect which this magnificent body of water must be 
occorded. 

1honks to the establishment of a Coast Guard station at 
lake Forest the likelihood of fatal marine Incidents hos 
h.en greotly reduced, but woe be he who vent~res 
casually forth on the lake without regard to the proven 
fort.sol its duol sierron nature. Tahoe's treachery is in ih 
ability to suddenly chonge mood, burs ling upon the 'sailor 
olmost unowo,., -o foci to which the deaths of many wild 
misjudged it attest. 

The recollections of the late Ernest Henry "ldlewifd 
&nie• Parnin docvment the lake's potential ferocity. 
"'Ernie• wos among the lint white children born In the 
Tahoe Basin. He was one of a family of sailors from which 
come the captains of many of the lake's early steomen. 
""Ernie• hims.II wos o fireman, and later acting captain, on 
the steomer Tahoe. He occasionally experienced storm 
~s of feorsome proportions. • 

•At limes: &nie recoiled, • the 169-loot sleomer Tahoe 
drove Into heovy seas that battered her pilot house, some 
2S fHt obove the water, ond forced the ship to tum and 
rvn for her home port.• In view of this remark, It Is. not 
difficult to understand how the loke could claim os mony 
os 1 O vldims In o single yeor and perhops several hundred 
in the century and o quarter which comprise its recorded 
marine history. 

Stoti,tks for drownings ond suspected drownings in 
toke Tahoe ore not maintained, per se. by onv sin11le 
entity. The Coast Guard mokH note of only those Incident, 
to which they respond, ond though the sheriffs' 
deportments for each of the live counties surrounding the 
toke keep records of booting fotolities, these numbers do 
not reflect ·disoppeoronces" In whkh no 'body wos 
recovered. nor do they iaofote Tohoe drownings from 
those In the counties' other bodle1 of woter. 

And even were the communkotlons of theae ,.,_,e,ol 
cornpuren mode public, the precise number of IO\.lls who 

hove token up locol residence with Dovy Jones con never 
be known, owing to o phenomenon ossocloted with the 
lake's chilly alpine waters. The brisk temperatures found 
ot the lower depths of such lokes OS Tohoe prev-,it the 
usuof decomposition of submerged bodies, gos•~ from 
which ordinarily buoy victims to the surface ofter s.-,erol 
doys. 
wormer) shoreline oreo of the loke con often be seen ond 
recovered, even these moy remain submerged for 
inordinately long periods without deteriorating. Such wos 
the case with o sollor on leove at Tohoe during the tote 
l 9~0s who was reported missing. only to be found several 
weeks loter (seated on the bottom in 30 feet of woter) 
when the flopping collar of his uniform otlrocted the 
attention of o fisherman top-lining off the shore of the 
Kaiser Estate (now Fleur du Loe). 

• If the loke were to be somehow drained dry, the 
ghoulish londscope reveoled would be populated by 
perhaps several hundred "brove heorts•, preserved 
virtually os they "landed" on the bottom (Or perhaps 
the "Big Moes" • reputedly cannibals • find our species 
polotoble ond have left only the bones?) 

This known physical tendency of the lake to retain its 
corpses certainly recommends It os "the• drink in which to 
disappear. There Is evidence to suggest, In fact, thot this 
"asset" has been put to more than one illicit purpose: in 
on{ cose by so<olled ' 'victims" of the lake who in foct hove 
don, their slipping beneath the waves by proxy, ond ore -
quite to the contrary - waiting out their seY90 yeon In 
some serene Baja backwater. 

Not so fortunate ore those In whose h.holf the 
underworld hos ollegedly established o bl-state boneyord 
on the lake bottom, thereby sovlng themselves the trouble 
ol digging Innumerable holes. 

A drowning, or perhap, two, constituted the lake's 
Oflnual tally up until the population boom which followed 
World Wor II. More re<f(ltly. the numh.r hos avtfoged 
about hallo dozen per year. While many focton C1)('1tribute 
to the tragedies behind sU<h stati1tie1, unquestionobly the 
greatest single cou•• ol drowning 11 poof iudgment, Those 
who und•restlmate the ~oth of Tahoe put themselves ot 
greol risk. Don't be one! th. lake level ls high enough 
already. 
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Tahoe's Only Hot Springs 
Mo"'f ore the nol11rol wond«1 of Tokoe, bvt p«hop• 

none JO proctlcol 01 1he hot 1p,"'91 which bvbblo for1h 
lrom o O,Ollp of rock1 locotod along tho t'-olino botweOfl 
ltockway ond Slolellne Point. In 1h11 ago ol hot l11bt and 
lpOI. II 1oom1 111rp,hlng that tho flr11 IIM ol tho prap«ty 
did not ln¥OI•• development of tho 19rlng1. Howewo,, Ir 
wot rolhor tho c11ttlng of a 11and of wild timothy hoy which 
occupied the ollenllon of tho aroo'1 flrtl while W>obllon11 
In 1862. 

11111 Campbell, who later oponod Campbolr, C111lom 
Hou•• on the whorl al Tahoe o,,. wa, ""' 10 moko 
commorclal 111• ol th• nolural lhermol 1p,lng1. In 1869, 
Compboll enlerod Into a porlnenhip wllh Goorgo 
Schooffer al Truckoo lo, tho p11rpo1e of c.on1lructlng o rood 
belwoon the mill town and the hot 1prlng1, complollftg tho 
pro(od In a month. lly fol• Augu1t of the ,ome yoor, 
Compbell'163-ocre •r•IOft.W comprlMd of 1evorol co1togo1 
and o 20-foot ,quoro both houH onclo1lng 1ho 1pring1, 
wo1 opon for bu1lno11, 

The 111mmor of I f'/0 ,ow Campbell and hit now porlnor, 
Honry Burke, odding a hotol ol tho tallbo• do1lgn lo lho 
1111 ol lmprovomon11, d1 wolf 01 two mo,e co1tago1. 
Having on(oyed rnoa.ralo 1ucco11 In · tho 1evoral 1•art 
lollowlng, the pair looted tholr ho11olry and hot 1prln91 lo 
C.A. Rlchardtan In lf'/4. Compboll ond Burke concontrolod 
on the operation of a 11090 line lo Tahoe City via the nowly 
comploted wogon rood ovor Dollar Hill. 

The lollowlng 1001on, rhe ho1ol loo1e wen! lo Reverend 
R.A. Ricker, who olforod a daily 1ermon lor those who foll 
any ml19lwln91 abo11I tholr rolrool bolng othor than 1trlclly 
1pirit11al. The Nor1h Shore wa, acquiring a roputollon OI 

the province of tho plou1. B11rton'1 l1land Form in Lok• 
Fore11 and Dr, Bourne', Hygonic Sonolorlo In Cornolion 
6ay were 01hor de11inolion1 in grool quo o,nong 
cleric1-on-holldoy, · 

The devolopmonl of a local 1oclol calendar was givon o 
boo,t d11rin9 tho 1ummor 10010n of 1877, whon a wookly • 
evening cr11i1e of tho 11oomor Niagara 11oppod at tho hot 
1prlng1 to toke on ponongor1 lor on ovor,the-loke whhi 

and twirl of dar'<lng and mor~t. 
ly 11199, (occo,ding lo ( .I . 5'oll, ovtt,a, of Tito kt• of 

Lok• Tehoe) 1he lmp,o,,.,,,on11 were "falling Imo a lloto of 
dluopolr," To tho roscuo, 01 tho <eftfuty turned. -
Fronk II. Afvor1on and his wifo, Nome. who pv•~ !ho 
roso,t lor $3,500 and began wo,kJr,g lo pvt If IO rl11>f1. 
Fronk Afworaon'1 middle Initial 1tood for Brod.way, tho 
no.me which ho, torVod tho locale lo, ovor 110 yoor1, 

Tho Alvorl0ft'1 noteworthy olfo,11 to kMp the hot 
1prin91 afloat were .i,o,tlivod. The con1trvdion of a 
narrow-gouge rollrood bolwffn Truckff and T ohoe City In 
1900 cortolnly hod Ill ofloct on tho lroffic o,,or the IAor,11 
Volley Rood con,,octlng Truckff wkh lho' hot tpring1. The 
now roil lino', oncloMd car dellvorod potwngo,1 d"iroc,ly 
onto tho whorl 01 the now and m09"ilicent Toi.a. T OYOfn, 
whoro rho stoomor owoltod boarding to oU point,. 

Thul It wo, lhot in spito of tho Alveraon'1 hord worit, 
Brockway Hot Spring, wont up to public auc:lion In 1909 
and wot purchoMd on lho slops of the Placer County 
Cour1ho1110 In Auburn by tho portnerthip ol lowronc. and 
Co,n11ock, ownert of tho grand Tolloc rotort. 

Harry 0. Co,n1lock, '°" ond noph- of the original 
parlnort, soon bocomo tho primary force In the 
devolopmonl of Brockway. Initial dovolopment in 1917 
included a d ining room and ovorwotor co1ino. followed In 
1920 by lorJ"Otion of tho Brockway GoH Club and 
con1truclion of tho Woodvl1la Goll Court• at ltle jundion 
of Highwoyt 28 and 267 In Kingl Booch. Com1tod, and his 
partner. Robert P. Sherman. fo,rnod tho Brockwoy-Tohoe 
011b, subdividing a portion of tho holding, ond odverti1lng 
loll for 101•. 

Co,n11ock bought oul Shorrnon In the late I~. and 
from that timo vnlil hi, dooth In 19SC, "Horry Ct" (01 he wa1 

widely known) guided rho dostiny of · aroc1iwo, Ho1ol and 
Hot Sp,ing,• with on oblo hand. Hit davghtor, Glody1 
Com11ock Bennon. and hor hutbond. Maillard -Poto· 
Bonnett. carried on tho lrodillon of line HtVice in 
noturolly,bloned 1urTounding1 011ablishod by Co,n11ock. 
c.ontlnulng opr.'Jlion of tho roso,t 11nlil 1970. Following its 

NORTH TAHOE WEEK Fob;uory t • 1', ltU ~ S 

,ale, the buildings al the r010rt wero razed 10 moke ;.,oy 
for condominium, developed undo, lhe nome of Brod.way 
Spring, Resort •. 

Of tho 1evorol 1prin91 1h01 were onco 11..d com~­
ciollr, only ono is p,01on1ly i!' ' operotlon." Due 10 the 
1pring·1 own natural lncon1l1tencl01 of temperature (lt 
avoroge, 112 dog,001). mointenonco within a comlortoblo 
range is occompll,hod only with groat diHicvlty. 

11?• oppool al ihe 111• on Tahoe's 111nny North Shofe. 
·romain1 01 evor, though it, modiclnol olfoct1 010 now 
olmo,t ,ololy sol~•· 
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Snow And More Snow 
l~ol folk, of comporotlvely rocont ,rondlng like to 

remlnbce obout how they 1urvlved the perilous winter, of 
1981-~ ond 1982-83, o doubl•whommy of meteorologlcol 
ml1fortune1 with few recorded procedent1. It 11 o for more 
Hloct group of resldenll who ore oble to rocoll the prior 
vl1ltollon of the "Big •Snowst which occurred 30 years 
earlier In the winter of 1951-52. 

In tho! H0I0n, 0 acorcely lmoglnoble 65 fnt of ,now fell 
on Donner Summit, with the snow pock rooching o depth of 
26 feet. Thirty-seven IHI fell In Trvckn. It 11 dllflcult to 
compr•hond (u1t whot these stotlstks octuolly meant In 
term, of life 01 It wo1· lived In the Sierra, that seqson. 
DepriYOtlon took mony forms, 1omo of which not evon 
old-timers could hove predkted. Though none tould hov• 
known 11. at the lime, o storm which hit o few doys before 
Thonk1glvlng, leaving about thrH feet of snow, portended 
the monumental winter to come. 

Further foul weorher held olf runtll Christmas wHk, 
when II bogon to snow hord. On Doc. 26, 1951, power In 
the Tahoe Basin wos 1011 due to o slide which wiped out 
high YOltogo towers os It swept down the mountain. 
Though 1kles cleored on New Yeor's Eve, Highways 40 
(now lnterstoto 80) ond 50 remained clo,ed, ond tho 
ruplle wot 1hort-llved. 

On Jon. 10, o weothor disturbonce (later billed os "the 
worst Sierra storm In 60 yeors1 began. Suddenly mobility 
could bo gouged by the di1tonce one could travel on skis, 
Traffic In ond out of the Basin ceosed, ond on Donner 
Sum ml t, the Southern Pacific troin, "Oty of Son Froncisco, • 
was stuck lost In tho grip of conloctionory drifts. 

Thot winter, snow removol equipment owned by Placer 
County consisted of two rotary plows, ono of which 
molntolned Highwoy 28 from north Stateline to Dollar Hill, 
while the other kept the rood clear from Dollcir Hill south 
lo Blln Soto Pork In Rubicon Boy. With equipment 
breokdowns (helped by neorly round-the-clock o,wrotlon) 
odding to the obstoclos created by Mother Nature, the 
snow removal task proved Impossible, ond conventional 
occess between Tohoo'1 Colilornlo shore ond the outside 
world ,emoined sporadic ot best for the balance of the 
winter, 

A gr•ot number of yeor\round residents were care­
takers, living In blanketed Isolation during the winter 
months. As storms cloHd highways to vehlculor trofflc for 
undetermined ,wrlods, contoct with "town: con1i1ted 

primarily of vl1itolion1 by Tohoe Oty Con1toble Horry 
Johanson ond his dog teom. Consequently, ~, core­
tokers molnloined rowboats equipped with small outboard 
motors In reodlneu on the beoch • olternotlves In more 
urgent clrcum1tonce1. 

While most re1ldent1 hod the foreslgh~ • born of post 
experience • to provision them1elve1 for confinement of 
several wHkl durotlon, few were odequotely prepored 
for the 50-plus days during which 1torm1 roged olmo1t 
constantly, Another short respite In lot• Jonuory wos 
followed by heavy •now beginning February I, which 
ogoln knockod out power ond Hmlled foodstuffs to ·whot 
could be found In the lorder, 

,,. wHk of sprlng-llkeweother followed. allowing some 
"di119lng out" ond restocking of depleted ,tores of ,toples. 
But Feb. 15 brought another storm, ond little wos seen of 
the 1un betwHn its departure ond the orrlvol of the next 
weother system. The first three wHks of Morch aow 
1nowfoll stotlsllu for the seoson olmost double, couslng 
the uH of socond-•tory windows os temporary front doors. 
Whot wo1 ordinorily o few minutes' stroll become o lobor 
of o full doy In 10 fool of powder snow. 

An olrdrop of 10 crotes of ouentiol foodstuffs. wos 
orronged by Constable Johonson. Tohoo City Golf Course 
wo1 the site of the drop, from which Johanson ond Fronk 
Sloter of Tohoe Pork distributed the goods by dog sled ond 
boot to those In need. 

By the middle of April. the much-welcomed sun hod 
reduced the snow level on the llot In Tohoe Oty too mere 
I 00 Inches (lust ovor eight IHI). Things were Improving. 
By herculeon effort, the stole's highway crews wer• obi• 
to mHI the troditlonol Memorial Doy opening of the 
Emerold Boy rood, cutting through 1nowbonks os high os 
16 IHI ot some points along the route. 

Melting snow reveoled new horrors wrought by the 
winter. Roofs of homes ond businesses, grooned ond sank 
under the tremendous weight of tho snow; property 
domoge wos consideroble. The body of on employee of the 
Squaw Volley lond ond livestock Compony, reported 
missing following on ovolonche noor Tower 20 on Dec. 29, 
~os not recovered until late June, so deep wero tho -drifts 
In tho volley. 

Though some would contend thot 1951-52 wos o winter 
best forgotten, thoH who lived through II oro not likely to 
ever lose th• memory of II. 

--··-- - ~ 

l 
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With winter's white mantle droped In d••P fold, ocron 
the Sierra Nevoda. It Is chilling to recoil 1h01 this month 
morks the 140th onnh,ersory of white mon's lint 
dcxvmented 1lghting of Lok• Tohoe. A pariy headed by 
Captain John C..Fremont ond guided by Christopher ·K11• 
CoriOn first come upon the opporitlon-llke beouty of the 
loke on Valentine's Doy. 1844. 

Ho_,,.,, the vision of "Mountoin Loke" (01 Fremont 
ffio$e 10 toll It) SHmS scott•ly odKjUOlt tetc>mpenst lot 
hordlhips endured by the party 01 th.y trudged mlle ofter 
weary mile through the deep41ning drifts. The trip wos oll 
the more exhausting du• to tedious progress enforced by 
the CDmf)Ony's 12-pound bross connon (the weight her• 
referring to the size of the boll fired) . In Fremont's mind, 
poswssion of the Impressive field piece wos o show of 
strength lik.ly to go unchallenged. ond Indeed the 
expedition met with no human opposition. 

But odvers• conditions ond the pbrty"s woning strength, 
as ii plunged bock and forth ocron the divide in 
walst-c:leep snow. finally Imposed the neceuity of 
abandoning the 350-povnd howitur. the party's exoct 
locotion. when It relieved itself of its artillery power. is ,till 
the subjed of dispute. though most ocrounls ogrH that 
the site was eost of the Wolkttr River, in the genttrol 
vicinity of Coleville. CA~ southeast of Lake Tahoe. 

Following the cannon's "rediscov•ry• in the mld-1860s 
(the tpecifia of the Incident having b«omtt rothttr 
douded by time). ii come into the possession of Captain 
A.W. Pray. a prominent resident of Glenbrook. Proy fired 
the cannon regularly on Independence Doy ond for speciol 
locol events: the morrioge of Coptoin JATodmon of 
Glenbrook in the mid 1880s and the lounchlng of the 
steamer, Tohoe. on June 24, 1896~ 

In the late 1890s. Captain Proy' s widow was on the point 
of ..rung the old field piece for scrap when posterity• 
minded Glenbrook residents Dick Hesse, John Griffin and 
Jock Quill hi( it under a loco! chickenhouse. When the 
t~e aspects of the Blln family's b11sineu operations In 
Gienbrook -• relocofed to T ohoe City ot the turn of the 
untu,y. the cannon was among the miscellaneous cargo 

barged to the company's new center of operotlona neof' 
the loke outlet, 

Soon ofter Its arrival In Tahoe City, Ernie Pomln and Gus 
Rother, two tronsplonted Glenbrookions. were responsible 
for mounting the brass barrel on o mouhte timber ond 
ploclng It on the bluff overlooking the J ohoe City 
Commons. Excessive pocking with rags for the firing ot 
Coptoln Todmon's wedding hod cou1ed o dongerous bulge 
In th• borre1. Following the cannon·• flnol un of the 
wedding.of Ernie Pomln In 1901 . the firing mechanism wo1 
rendered inoperoble when Rother drove the narrow end of 
o file Into the touch hole. 

Display of the celebroted cannon on the Common's bluff 
soon brought its existence to the ottentlon of several local 
historical groups. each of which claimed rightful posses• 
sion. Out al leor of losing th• relic, local citizens felt 
compelled to ,ecret• It beneath the stairs leodlng to the 
employH's quarters ot Tohoe Tavern, where it wos to 
rema in until the Tavern was sold In 1927. 

At that time. the weapon's whereabouts ~ the 
excluslve knowledge of two men whose growing concern 
over Its propttr d isposition rtts11lted In ,-,al furtive 
relocations during the nttxl few y4t<lrs. A.M. • Joe• Henry's 
garage on Front StrHI In Tahoe Oty i.s reputed to hove 1 
been ihe repository at on• time. os wos a spot under the 
1umtobl• of the roil rood roundhouse (the present locotion 
of the Toho• Boot Company). • 

An editorial which appeared In the Tahoe Tonier on July 
31 , 1936, urged that the hiding place of the famous connon 
be revealed ond suggested the creation of o small locol 
museum to house such -.,,t«esting historicol relics.• As 
the enthusiasm of the local citizenry proved inod.quote to 
see this project through. Ernie Pomln eventually contocted 
Will M. Bli~s of Glenbrook, son of thtt pioneer lumbering 
family. off.ring to donate ii lo, preservation ct Glenbrook. 

Bliss then contacted the Nevodo State Museum ot 
Corson City, which gladly accepted cvstody of the 
celebrated weapon. Today it remains o fixture on the 
museum ground to be enjoyed by visitors to the region 
from all over the world. 

" j 
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North Shore Business 
Always Linked to Visitors 

Conaiderlng the number of bualnesa venrures which 
•r• embark.cf upon locally each yur • •nd the discour• 
1gi"9 rare of 111r11ion • oper,ting one's own commercf•I 
enrerprlM In the T■tioe Bnln must have some rewards 
other than the t•091ble. In lhls vicinity, rhree years of 
conlinuou, proprielot1hlp Is generally regarded H the 
basl1 of Hinslltulional" 11a1u1, perhaps becaui;e rhe 
recollectlve abiltlles of many " toe.ls" do not extend much 
beyond 1h11 time fr•me. 

Prior to thee 1960 Olympics at Squaw v,nev. loc•I 
bu1lne11men dtd nol consider their en1erprl1e1 10 be 
enythlng other than aeeson1f. Cusromers could be 
•JtPected to begin 11r1ggllng back up Into the high country 
about Memori1I D1y • thl weekend m1ny summer 
residents tradrtlonally set nlde for " opening up tho 
c•bln". Archaic. •bov••ground w11er systems serving 
shoreline aubdlvislons were In most cases dreined H eh 
fall •nd were not resrored to service until the lest 
weekend In May. The prospect of hauling water In bucketf 
deterred the majority frorn an earlier •nnual visit. 

The real " season" ; however, lagged a full month 
behind this Initial activitv, really gelling underway with 
the Fourth of July. Suddenly, on that dale, the "aeason" 
was In full awing. ind for the following nine weeks luntil 
llbor Day brought the curtain down with • resourtd1ng 
thud). local proprietors were all on • hectic dead run for 
their share of visitor dollars. 

Factors anociated with the brevity of the locel 
season were those ch.ct by proprietors of vacation­
oriented businenes elsewhere: many schools remained 
In session until the latter . pan of June; Little League 
baseball was blamed for • further lag In the 1rrlval of 
summer guests. Fluctuations in the economy certainly 
had their effect on local commerce as well, keeping 
" vacationists" (as they were once called) home In some 
years. 

However, in an historical overview of seasonal 
ent\!fprise in the basin, one factor stands out Tahoe's 
weather. Both real and imagined • machinations of the 
weatherman have always been the single · greatest 
bugaboo of local businessmen. Week aher week of rain. 
11 eltl)lrienced during the summers of 1965 and 1982. 
<:an havt I devuratin; ,11~, on lcxal bv$1ne$$, spellirig 
financi al aerback for even the most asture entrepreneur. 

While an afternoon shower leaves the "vacationist" 
refreshed and reveling in his own ingenuity and pioneer 
spirit for having dealt with damp duds and developed 

drverslons, • IIHdy downpour of days' durat;on hbS q111te 
the oppo11re effect. driving drscour aged v,s,tors -"f 
lndr~,. 

Of course, • heal wave in the Sacramento Vllflr, 
generally has the oppos,1a effect, luring the low{ander 
1w1y from his swampcooler and up into u,, luxur,ous 
cool atmosphere of Iha High Sierra. But this 
meteorological corollary is not fre,quen1ly cited, as n 11 
apparently considered to be•• glVll'I" which •comes wrth 
the rerrnor(', Proprre1ors of many years stand.ng tnow 
1h1 1111,cy of such assumption. 

Barring the effects of bid weath er, heavy act.,emsing 
gradually became the means by Wh ich local busines:ses 
e11.p1nded - or II least managed to· 11ay afloat. Under the 
le,derahip of H.F. Dro11e (partner with Major A.P. Crist in 
the Tahoe Realty Company), and With able help from 
George Kehfet of Meeks Bay ResO,rt, A.L Richlrdson of 
Camp Richardson Resort. Dave Chambers of Ol1mber1· 
Lodge and other local businessmen, the Lake Tahoe 
Sierre Assocl11ion was form.cf in the Spring ol 1939. 

Members devoted tho off-season 10 diatrobutlotl of 
circulars and word-of-mouth promot ion of u,e ISSOCll­
tion's chief Interest Tahoe and its wonders. Southern 
Caflfornia, the winter home of many of Tahoe's summer 
proprietors, wat the target of much of this s;,wrted 
drumbeating. The Associatton's atnregy and hard WOl1t 
produced results not only for the or1g1nal membership. 
but for those whocamoaher, hoping toassurneawreof 
the business t.hese early efforts generated. 

But in apite of this vigorous program. the pattern of 
successive proprie1orship1 iS • significant factOr in 
discussing the history of local commerce.Jt is interesting 
to note that of all the business establilhments which Nve 
ever operated befween Camp Richardson on the south 
shore and stateline on the north shore. only two haw 
managed 10 rema in under the ume ownership fw,thin 
the family) continuously for over SO years. Herb Obexer. 
10n of the late founder of the family's operatlOl'IS •t 
Homewood.· and Bill Hunter, grandson ol the originator of 
Bacchl"s Restaurant in Lake Forfft,. own the only such 
businesses still in e,tistence. L 

Life is indeed rough 1n the mountains! 
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Curiosities Of Homewood 
Homowood hos olwoys ~ o homlot with o 

~otion for toloranco of whimsy-In-public. No ono con 
IOy with cortolnty lust how this ottltudo como Into being, 
but pothops ifl chlol progenitor """M Woltor Scoll Hobort, 
Jr •• _, of the lumbar boron. His widesprood oporatlons 
-• lorgolr responsiblo for tho donuding of North Tohoo 
hillsides In the 1870s and 1880s. 

Though tho nomo Hobart Is most olton ouocioted with 
oefivitin 01 lnclino ond Sand Ha<bor (on Tohoo·, oost 
dloro), the 1920s sow ainstrvction ol o romorkoblo 
rnulri-ttory strvc.tunt In Homowood which monoged to 
occommodoto tho less industrious pr.-occupotlons of the 
,oung« Hobort. who indulged himself in lost boofs. lost 
- • ond fost-oc:ling spirits. 

The NW building. a lamily ·ployh1Wso• of sorts, wos 
largo enough 10 provido sholtor for tho impronivo orroy of 
Hobort boots os -" os tho fomily ond thoir entourogo. By 
use of o double-trod< morino roilwoy'syslom. tho Hobort 
flfft - rnostly lorge. mohogony-hulled croft lncorporoling 
tho lotnt word in mochonicol devices - could bo 
.tfortlenly lounched. 

The building'• top story. a promonod. hollwoy which 
o...rlooked tho boots. hod o number of oportmonts. ooch 
fumiJiod with o bosin. o potty, ond bod. Mohair furniture 
ond beads in tho doorways ollesled lo the sumptuous 
predilec:lions of tho wealthy in tho 1920s. 

Ace.ft, to this uppor floor wos gained by moons of on 
onclent Otis elevator which, like tho rest of the olectricol 
system. operoted on DC a,rrent. with ~r supplt.d by a 
polton whHI located ot o srnoll privoto reservoir west of 
Homowood. 

Joke Oboxor ocquited title to tho property (including 
a& improv-ts, fvml.hingi. ond contonts) In the lote 
19:IOI. Ho !nod tho bullding primorily for boot ,torogo. A 
~ rnochonic for Oboxor, on moving into tho building's 
front deluxe oportmont in tho lote 19401, found the 

originol furnishings to bo totolly lntoct, though loclr. ol o 
source of DC powor hod rondorod tho olevotor lnoperiib!L 
How..,.,, rewiring restored tho oloctricol 1ystom lo USL 

Today, tho !oded. born-rod structure continues 10 

occupy a prominonl ploco on tho Horn-ood shoreline, 
standing in mute testimony to a livelier poriod In tho 
community's history. 

Foromost presont doy oxomplo of Homewood whimsy 
Is the dolightful experience thot is tho Squlnol's Nest. The 
current onttNprlso. which, from 1929 to 1964 housed tho 
storefront ond worohouses of Urch's Plumbing. hos corn• 
with ogo too history of its own. hoving its nutty beginnings 
in o commorciof building In Moodow P«k (ocross tho 
highway from Meoks Boy) in tho oorly 1970s, ond 

·blossoming into o picnic-luncheon-ond-whot-hovo-you 
which drow1 curiosity-seekers from noor ond for. 

Almost ocross tho rood from tho · Nost· 1, yot onothor 
pieco of locol whimsy: on oro1119e doubl•ondod ...ssol 
with dragon, guarding bow ond stern which hos occupied 
tho some ,moll portion of locol rool estate for -u o...r o 
decode. Originolly built for o Viking foslivol ln 1ncr-. it 
wos loter shipped to Nowport llooch. whore It corne into 
the possession of Loron Holmwood. o nonogenorlon of 
Scondinovlon descont. who hos rnodo loke Tohoe hls 
summer resldonco since tho 1940,. 

Holmwood hod tho boot brought to lake Tahoe. but 
repoirs necessory to ronder tho croft (clornoged In tronsit 
from lndiono) seoworthy wore never mode. Herb Oboxer 
eventually ocquirod ponossion in lieu of mony years' 
storogo bills. And so it sits, woiting for o dionco to soil 
Tohoo's YOSI blvo. . 

Thero ore mony locol sights obout which vi$itors to tho 
oroo may hove occonion to wonder. yet perhops nowhere 
on tho Wost Shore ore tho curious more likely to lind so 
mony closely gathered curiositios thon in Homewood. 
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High Sierra Gardening 
/ 

Spring It In tho air, and as tho 1now recodes ond 
notivo plants bud ond ~In to loaf out, though11 turn 
naturally to the cultlvolion of non-lndlgenou1 flora. Tho 
High Sierra, 1"°"911 not I trodltionally associated with 
gordffling (much loss forming). hos b.ffl known to 
produce o wicw variety of vegetation to delight tho eye. 
tho poloto, and tho wallet. 

Tho oorliflt of local ogriculturol efforts blossomed 
from tho need for anlmol food. Prior to tho completion of 
tho Tronsconlinontaf Railroad In 1868, oxen, doflkoys and 
horses supplied tho motive powor for oil freight bound for 
the Si•rro. The Comstock Bononto In Virginia Oty 
prompted o porvoslvo rogs-10-rlcihos philosophy ond tho 
oogor quest for quick -olth chafed ogolnst sometimes 
unconquoroblo motoorologlcol llmllotions. 

Whilo tho work In tho Comllock mlnos wos not llsolf 
,oosonol, acc1Ks to tho mining districts wo, sove,oly 
curtailed by snow and mud for .os long os six months of tho 
yoar. Even during tho months when.th• roodwoys woro 
considered passoblo (o comparotivo torm In light of 
today's 1tandords), wogons olton mlrod down to tho hubs, 
roqulring thol they be winched out of tho thoroughfare to 
givo othor vohiclos tho OrPOrtunlty lo progress. 

lntormillonl occou lo tho Tahoo Basin drove freight 
pricos up beyond olf rooson. Siloge with whidr ta food tho 
toomstors' boosts of burden brought $2SO por ton in 1860, a 
price considered high ovon on tho current market. Thus. a 
booming sellers' market devoloped. Whilo IOfflO sought 
tholr fortunes houling hoy one) straw on tho •Groat 
Bonanza Rood to Washoe·. others· exploited Tahoe sources 
of thoso essential commodities. Soon acroogo In and noar 
tho Tahoe Basin wos producing hoy for solo. 

Squow Valley's expanJO of meadow was blossod with 
o natural stand of Timothy hoy. Tho partnership of Fish 
Forguson. Coggins ond Smith cu1 and hand-pressed a 
substantial crop os oorly os 1860, transporting it by high 
bod stoke wagon to Tahoe City. Thero tho hoy was loodod 
aboard tho 1ron Duke•. o sixty-foot, two-mostod Jailing 
vossol ownod by tho par.loorship. 

This doublo-ondod v,ossol, proudly known 01 'iho 
Duko•. had o freight capacity of 125 ton,. It ol,o so,w,d tho 
flodgllng hoy morkot within tho Basin, stopping ot rho 
prosont sites of Incline, Br·ockwoy, Tahoe Vista (thon Pino 
Grove Station), Comolion Boy, Chombon' Landing (thon 
McKlmey's Hunton' Rotr-t) ond Mooks Boy (thon the 
heocfquortors· of Murphy Brothers and Mo,gon). 

Tho somo difficulti01 ottondont upon the Importation 
of stock fodcwr _,o exporloncod by purveyors of 
vogotablos In tho Sierra. Tho noods of local hostelries ond 
oncompmonts wero soon 1upplem~ntod by truck gordons, 
som• of rothor g,ond proportions. 

Captain Homo, D. Bu,ton of Burton's Island Form hod 
what was perhaps tho Iorgos! and most succonful of local 
gardens. Burton was o choroctor given to 1uporlotiv01. 
ond, toking odvantogo of tho constant tun on tho loko 
Foro11 blond whkh ho cultivated, he astounded visitors 
and residents aliko with his crops. 

According lo E.8. Scott In his two-volume history, Tho 
Soga of tolco Tohoo. "On• whito tumip ovt of Burton's 
well-tondod gordon ran o whopping 16-ond•o-holf Inches 
in diometor. Buyers In Truckoo sworo It wasn't possible 
ovon though they hod toon it with thoir own eyos. His crop 
of oats g,_ too ~eight topping eight foot ono 1eoson ond 
ho vowod It would hove go,no onothor throo foot if Burton 
Crook hodn't gone dry•. 

lako Forest hos continued Its roputolion 01 on 
agricultural cont or locally. ovon producing corn In somo 
good yoors. Othor North 0-nd Wost Shoro locations which 
010 favored with constant sun enjoy similar productivity. 
Milo-high gardlnors looking far success would bo 
well-odvlsod to emphasise short-sooson crops (such os 
peas, spinach, and lollu<o) ond 'root crops (carrots, 
patatoos, turnips, radishes, and boots). which oro loss 
susceptible to inclomonl woothor thon tho melons, 
peppers, and tomotoos of-flotlond gordons. However, os 
provtd by forrMr Tahoe lor!Mts. olmost any crop con be 
succeufully roisod, given the proper blond of motoorolog­
icol luck, locot~n, and •• • o gr!.~ thumb? 
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Hod tho roodor boon o mombor In good 1tondl11g ol 
tho Johoe City fodorotod Women', Club In 1932, tho 
rodlont hlghllght ol the year's to<lol colondor would hov• 
bo,n tho I •t me•tlng tobohold In tho1mort ntwdomlclle 
of Mo, Ru , Moyllald. Built for her under the 1uporvl1lon 
of har hu,bond, North Shore contractor Normon 0 . 
Moyflald, the tl•gont dwalllng wot located on Grove 
Stroot, Tohoo City (ocrou from whol r, now tho outllald of 
the town's lower bo,aboll diamond). 

Mayllold-bullt home, hove o reputation for enduring 
quollty, ond hit own resldonco 11 no exception. 111 rool, 
built ol 2◄ -lnch cl.or whlto c.dor 1hoka1 Iron, Oregon 
(whkh were dipped In o llntHd oll 1toln), ho, survived 
over hall o century of Slorro weather with no more 
1trenuou1 molntononct than on oppllcotlon of grophlta 
ovary five yoart or 10. 

Moyllold 11 o man of 1lmllor anduronca. Ho 11 now In 
hit 96th year of full and octlve Ille. Ha and hi, wife 11111 
coma to Lok, Tohoe In 1925. Thoy ,pant their Initial 
summer In o 20-by,20 loot tent ntor Skylondlo In loko 
Fora11 •· at thot !Imo tho locotlon of o Methodist gi rl's 
summer ,chool. Jhough no more thon o 10o1onol 
hobllotlon hod been plonnod, what bogon os o ralraol 
soon bocomo o pormonont residence. 

Mayfield engogecl In his trod,, con,tructlng 1tnnl1 
cout11 for otfluant devotee, of the booming 1port. In the 
noxt thrao seo,ons ht,-crew completed 13 courts on tho 
North and Wost shores. William Wolloco Mein hod the 
locol fronchiH on the asphalt, which was shlppod to Tahoe 
In borrals. Ono mon wos onlgned to continually sti r the 
mixture in a mortar box, o, II come "real lumpy'', 
according to Moyfleld,. ond would )at up" ii left 
unottondod. Mayfield recalls one oltornoon when tho 
occumulotlon of black goop on George Heron cou,ed tho 
legs of his overalls to be a tuck together, necessitotlng tho 
gormant'1 removal with o knife. 

About 1930, Alayliold purchased a narrow strip of 
lakofront from Standard Oil,. using 111 existing boathouse 
as tho bosls of an oxpon'ded marine solos, service ond 
1torage facility known as the Tohoe Boat Company on the 
111, of today's Roundhouse Moll. Mayf leld odded two more 
boot houses. Between 1932 and 1935 he undertook the 
con,tructlon of o 1hrae-1ided "crib" breakwarar, the 
curved ,halter of which eventually extended over 620 
lineal loot ocron tho wore,. 

At the lake bottom along rhol 1lretch of 1hortlln• It , 
tolld ro<k and plllngt cannot be driven, th• brookwotor 
wot dotlgnod 1111ng 16,foor lonptha ol tlx ,by,elghl limber 
with the mlddlo 11011 secured by bolt1, Tho "crlbt" rhu• 
formed wero filled with ro<k to anchor them, Surprlt lngly 
enough, thl1 commodity hod lo bo houfed from tho Novodo 
t ide of tho loko, For thla purpo1t, Moylleld employed the 
Shamrock, o dl11el tug purchosad from Moll Groan (thon 
owner of Toho• Tavorn), 

lho cribbing wo1 built on rollora, ond 01 eoch 1ecllon 
wo, complorad, II would be "launched" ond HI In poslllon 
with tho old of o ho1,1 with a !10.loot boom. Moyli.ld built 
this cribbing o llttlo ot o time, owing to the dilllculty of 
conttrudlon and to hi, Involvement In other bu1lnot1 
octlvltiat, 

The boor company blo11omod, Mayflold ropratonrod 
Chris-Croll and sold Hockara (onothor lino wooden 
spaodboot of tho 19301) by tpoclol order, Fred Moln, 
Mayfield', marina monogor and evontually co-partner In 
tho booting concern, would often occompony him on hl1 
annual trek to Argonaut, Michigan, whore he would hove 
o look at the now model, of Chrlt-Crolll ond placo his 
order for tho coming too,on. 

Tho boots Mayfield bought In Michigan wore than 
shipped by roil to Truckee, whore they were transferred to 
rho norrow-guoga rolrood lino and lrolghtod directly to 
Tohoo City dockside. 

By tho limo tho flrsr boots slid down tho morlno way, 
of Tohoe Boot Company, Moylltld's conrrocting butlnoss 
hod olreody established o nomo for Itself, owing In Iorgo 
port to tho skill and core of his oble foreman, John Burns. 

A registered civil engineer, Burns Is remembered os o 
huge, e legant mon who wore a whit• shirt and tie in his 
dolly work, finding thom no Impediment to his sheer 
genius. Th is master builder "signed" his work with oak 
dowels, which he used to pin the timbers of his structures 
together. Examples of his artistry are today prized Norrh 
and West ·shore residences. 

In spite of' con,umlng business octlvitles, Narmon 
Mayfield found lime to be Involved in the founding of the 
Lake Tahoe Ski Club. Ho olsa deserves credit for the 
persistent onrhuslasm which gave force •-ond ovonrual 
success-- to Tohoe Clly's bid for solecrlon os tho site ol the 
ski jumping trials of th, 1932 Olympics. For three da'Y' In 
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II tho reodor', lomlliorlty with Tahoe 
City dOft not 1pon more than o decode, h• 
will dovbtlo11 loll to recall that tho building 
whkh now hou101 Victoria Station wo1, 
until 1974, known 01· tho Tohoo Inn. 
Progenllot ond flrtl proprietor of thol 
bu1lno11, Corl ·rop·· llochdolt, Sr., hod 
token over tho Tohoo Hou•• (no relation to 
f'otor Vogt'• current ploo1onl dining oxpor• 
Ienco of tho 10me nome) from Robert 
Montgomery Wot1on In tho· loto 19201, 
Wot1on, late( con1toblo of Tohoo City, hod 
purcho..d tho Tohoo HouH from . William 
Pomln, Its o rlglnol founder, In 1887, 

ltwo1SOyoo,.ogothl1month, In 1934, 
when o fire (which • Pop" ln1l11ed wo1 tho 
, .. ult of tho nogljgonco of Wong. his cook) 
levelled Pomin's orlglnol building 01 well 01 
on odjocent (Offlmorclol structuro known 01 
log Cabin No. 1. T~ undaunted ontropron• 
ouor quickly organized effort, to rebuild. Cr-• worl<ing around tho clock mlrocul• 
ously monogod to hove tho ••toblishmont 
~n fot tho 1ummer Holan. 

Tho now Inn contained not only o 
, .. ,ou,ont ond lodging fociliti01. but also o 
bor, lounge, ond borb.nhop. Tho lotsH of 
tho lotter concoulon, tonsorlol ortf11 th .. t• 
or •a,.t~ longon1tofn, wo1 0110 on occom• 
pli1hod bonjo ploy0<. Ho wo1 prone lo 
ontortofn po1Hrs•by from tho 1top1 of tho 
Inn when bu1in011 was slack. 

Following World Wor II, o now feature 
of tho Inn dovo1opod under tho gulclonco of 
•pop••• younger 10n, BIii, who by thot tlm• 
managed tho 01tobll1hment. What hod for 
many years been tho dingy grHn employ• 
.. , • dining room was pointed a powder 
blue, re1ultin9 In h1 b<,ing dubb.d "The 
Blue Room•. The cllent•I• of this now 
gothorlng ploce wo, expanded to Include 
local, .. by Invitation only. 1n 1plte of this 
policy (or perhaps b«ou•• of II), the eatery 
soon 01tobli1hed Itself 01 tho unofflclol 
-rown Holl• of Toho• O ty. 

Tho Blue Room offered meals from the 
time the kitchen opened for breoklo,t often 
until the wH hours. A, ,eating wo1 limited 
to one· 1arg• table and about a dozen 
choirs, 1tonding room only was often the 
rule. The Blue Room adjoined the Inn's 
kitchen, ollowlng tho cook to double 01 o 
woitu most of the lime. 

Dinners in the Blue Room, which 
• Included 1oup and solod and usually 
• offered o choice of two or three entre••• 
wer• lnltiolly priced ,ot 37 cents - quite 
roosonoble, even by standards of the lot• 
19.COs. However, It was Bechdolt's unwril• 
ten policy that thoH who could not afford 
to pay even this nominal charge were 
OHOHed who! they could afford or allowed 
lo work off the expense of their meal . This 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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humonitorfon gesture provided 1u1tenonco fo, ,nany 
tempororily-clown-ond-out 1aul1 ~ kept lho Inn's &.S­
washed, plumbing repaired ond ou1door totem polft 
polnt,ed In tho moon time, 

Although It become th• town's soup-ltitch<tn. tho !'­
Room olso catered lo the local olile, It provided lho wtting 
for th• finonclol tron1oction• of such Northsi-"e wfzords 
o• Henry J, KoilOf, Stanley Dollar ond !ho W. W. ~ 
When Squaw Volley Corporation wo• bei"IJ o,vanlzod in 
1947, Bill B«hdolt oflorodAlox Cu,hing lho u.. of tho 1!'­
Room. 

By 1974, when Bill Bechdolt ,old tho Tahoe Irv,. the 
prlco of o dinner In tho Blue Room hod lndied it• wo, 
upward to Sl.n - ,till on omcnlngly low prict. On March 
15, 1974, a gala farewell party rr,ived tho orwjrd c!riN< 
price, (IS.cent boor and 30-c.,,, hlghboll,), and btoug,t 
.bigwigs from 01 for owoy 01 Socromento and a..... lo 
cel,brato the demise of th• decodes-old 01tobl~­
Th1t guest• included politician,, old-timen. ond ~ time 
friends of Bilr, fother, Corl Sr •• whom !ho fntivities _. 
intended chlelly to honor. 

Tho ero in which the Tahoe Inn figured ..;th such 
prominence 11 long gone now, bu1 lot thoM -...t,o 
frequented its excluslve dining room (porhop1 on the l:imis 
of o low hout5 of hard work In exchange lo, o ~ . it 
recoils m1tmorie1 which in this ago of liobittty' o',d _ 
skepticism ore not likely to be revived. 
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The S fi o ot iilvg ~. ~,-~ 

Df Lake Tahoe!!! 
Early Camera Artists Preserved Local Scene 

Photogrophy provides us our most incontrovertible -
ond interest ing • record of th• e vents, focctt. ond places 
thot 1hoped our yesterdoy,. 

Evidence su9ge11s thol Tohoe', first Mknights of the 
box·ond-,hroudM orrlved on the locol scene prior to 1870, 
yet selecting ond doting on Meorlle st photo'" of Tohoe's 
north shore omounts to conjecture. ll lneront photograph­
ers probobly deserve credit for our leu -thon-peripherol 
peek 01 the region·, row youth. 

Chief circumstance contributing to the exponsion of 
loca l photographic records was the completion of the 
Tohoe Tavern in 1901. l ocoted on• mile south across the 
Truckee River from Tahoe City proper, the 'i overnM 
catered to the style-conscious wealthy, who· opprecioted 
hoving t heir adivilles re co rded. ond off ered such 
on-premises convenience, a s a resident photogrophor. In 
this ca pacity, the hostelry employed C. O. Valentin•. who 
maintained o studio a s well as offering for sole a selection 

Ethel Vemon'1 chorocter 
photOfNll'hy lnducled this shot of 
hutNnd "IUr poised for octlon 
""' Wotton Lolce In 1933 

7771?? 

of "vlew5" which could be conveyed to friends bock home 
in the form of postca rds ond lrameoble reproductions. 
Volentine wos on ortlst no less than he wos o foithful 
recorder of history. Jqueezing the we ll-olrned shutter on 
counties, scenn of donlc composi tion os well os historic; 
import . 

In the course of his employment by the Tovem. this 
master of the lens hod occassion to record on film the 
devoslotion wrought on the local shoreline by the 
impoundment of waters obove the legol h igh-woter mork 
following the completion of a concrete dom ot the lake's 
outle t ln 1916. Needless to soy, the evidence provided by 
Valentine's carefully labelled photos stands todoy os 
irrefutable documentotion in the ongoing litigotlon over 
who should control the Tohoe reservoir. 



Vol,nlln•• ,,,,,."""'' f1om b111IMH hc,lp<t4 141/Nh fl 
MW phqlQQtcwlT, c.o,itarn c.Q#\1$11<1-4 by IM twibtJnd GIid 
"'"' ltom of t w. "1111 fl/Id ,,,.., ~lfft'M , Mlt VMM", 
•ho lh4!td tie, tw,t,qndt tolenl wJrh ti., M,,..,o, tfrtu• ,,, 
ttHnd rj\f (f)l)le tpllltf#Ol o+po,<1, 1>I ltK-91 Iii,, wfl,r. 9111 
ff()II wlll, tuch wbjt<h o, 11,<41 wlnlt>r fpQlf1na .,.,,,. 
end ,1m1m•1 1•~110 0<ll'llly Mo, v.,Mf'I w,u " '4'9Yf4' 
'°"'"'"''I for Tohot ropk t (9 f,iho.t Cilf bot-4 pvblluJlj,'.Jtl 
of the ,o,tr ,otlwor r-•I ond h•t r,1>1>100,orttt o•or..f "°' only lh pog.1, bur olto •ho•• of ,h.t ~,o,_n,o s.., 
1111\0 Co,e•i• J1)41tMI, ol'td JruckH l•p!,blicOlt 

011• ol the"'°'' ••"°"'""" ch,on1elen t>f ,he, ,~1h 
$ilott wo, M11ho•I 8'Mlt\g o «hoot photogroi;h<tr ~ 
,cwr,• rook him ov,r the '°'' of nonh,rn Cof,lo,nlr, 

d1111110 th• ¥flnltr IJlOOfht or o onnd,ng Po(• ...t lch 
lnd11dtd ._1,11, lo ot mony o, 300 uhoolt p-, yr,or 
tfoweve,, hnnlno't tumm.,. wife tpent 1)11tw,119 the 
more let,u,t+y d11IIH ol p1op1l,10, of J•nt1"'9'• •~• 
Coblnt In King• ••0<h, o co1i.c11on ol poi. 1111«0 """' 11111 
11ond,ng oc,ou th• hlghwot ltorn th• North Lok• T~ 
Community Cent•'• II wot owing to hit onrn.10l 1ttidence 
lhot '° mony of lennlno'• 17,000 pholot (te<♦ntly dono.ttd 
10th• Colilo1111o Stot• ~i.toocol Society by c.ollo<101 JAtod 
Kl~) w,re ol th• Toho, region. 

In odd11lon to tho ouoy of commemol photOGfophe" 
who pllod tholr ttodo on Tohot'1 Notth Shoto, th• 109,on 
~ o growing number of lndlvlduol1 whoH omottur 
"0111, d id nothing lo llmlt their btnoht to hlflo,y The.e 
we,o the hltl0flon••br·0<cldenl who rtc.o1dod (w11h ,ore 
1t90rd for po1te,lly) N>I only tho hum•drum offoin of 
tlll ttnt on o scenk outpo1t of clvrlltolion, but tho oreo' s 
l)lmneu community In IM lhtoos of Ill birth. 

T1eo1u1-4 glimpsos Into tho Eden thot wos 1h11 bcnln, 
yo,roryeor speck volurnot, luring us bock lo on t10 ol 
un1ttfconwous lronqulllty. We ton consider the o«e.s 
p,ovldod by these eor ly,dc,y photogropho,s to be o ptece 
of greol lud<, bringing lo t,(o o post of ln1erest N>t only 10 
th<t serious h,,torlon, but to the cosuol 1tudont of lo«JI 
hl1tory ond .,J,llor ollke. ~· ~~-,,·-··--· ~ 

Orl9lnol ••- bvlldl"tll of Rtvr du Loe, the Het1ry KoiHf estate, 
fanned the core of whot 11 todoy on exdullw rnld.atW 
dewolopment. C. W. "'1111" Vomon'1 1931 photo -d• for 
,-tettty the ....... , MWlr_ c:omplet.d fflOlfno focDlet . 



., .... 
C. O. Valentine, well•knawn far hl1 scenery phala1 alto 
d«umented the hcr¥oc of high water on Tahoe Tavem I shoreline 
In 1917 

• • • 
¥ 

~ ;; ~ 
Thi, fomlly partrolt, taen by amolevr photOijropher Clalre T. Von 
Etten abovt 1929 look, aoulfl olon9 the ,hare of RublC'Oft Boy In 
the dl,tCNKe are a lone boottlouH and pier belon9l"9 to the 
G.or9e Newholl fftote. 



1-37 . l~North Shore's Lumbering Past" Business/ Industry> lumbering 
carol Van Ett,n Coll,ctlon 

. . -- . .. . -------- I 

NOClH TAHOI WHIC Ap,• If• 25, ltM 

a,c....,v ... 1c"" 
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Horth Shore's Lumbering Past 
(umbe,ing octlvlti" 01 loke Tohoe o,e moat often 

onocloled with Glenb,ook, Incline , and the South Sho, e . 
Ye! many othe, comm11t1llle1 we,e Involved" In eotly 
fogging opetollon1, Som• hod thel, beginning, 01 wood 
comp, d, te,mlnol point, la, 1kld chutea which b,ought 
,ow timber from 1urroundlng 1lope1 to the loke1hore, 

The vorotlou, conJumpllon of wood products, first In 
the form of Ii•• for the tron1conllnentol rollrood ond loter 
01 timbers for the Comstock mlnH, wos largely 
re1pon1lble for the d ... elopmenl of Tahoe's lumbering 
lndus1ty, Th• flnl ,awmlll of record In the Tohoe 8o1ln, 
known 01 Woodburn'1MIII, wos built In 1860 In lake Valley 
near whot l1 today South loke Tohoe. The followlng year o , 
mill bvllt In Gl•nbrook by Captain A.W. Proy began 
providing lumber la, bvrgeonlng Tahoe con1tructlon. By 
lhe mlcl-1880s, no len thon five mlll1 were operating In 
Glenbrook, making It the center of such activity. 

Not all mllllng ope1otlon1 were confined to th• eo1t 
,hare, Two ond o hotf miles south of Tahoe Oty o concern 
under the direction of Augustu1 H. So1tton began to toke 
1hape In the loll of 1863. Settllng In Word CrNk Canyon, 
So•ton con1truc1.d o 54 loot high ovenhot woter whNI , 
ofter he bvilr o dlvenlon dom one ond thrff quarter milH 
up1tream ond o ditch lo convey woter lo his huge whNI, 

In the 1prlng of 1866, So•lon contracted with Colli1 P. 
Huntington, of th• Central Pacific Railroad. to 1upply ti•• 
for the rollrood fine, which wo1 procffdlng slowly but 
surely up the w•ste,n slope of the Sierra. Saxton 
envi1loned great 1uccen la, his 1moll-9'ole operation. H• 
would probably hove realized 1lgnlfkonl flnonclol reword 
lo, his lndu1t,y ond tklll hod It not been for one foci left 
uncon11dered, · 

Soxton'1 planned method of dellve,lng the logs wo1 to 
moke UH of the TruckH River. ~Hushing" hl1 ptodud by o 
Hrl•\ of 1plosh dams to Cobvm', Station (soon to becom• 
known 01 TruckN). But, unlottunotely, his II'"" lumber 
sought bottom 01 If It were mod• of lead, In spit• of 
Saxton's vollonl •llort to defy phy1kol low,, the wood 
•,..ntuolly hod to be removed from the ru,hlng woter ond 
loaded on wogont. The 16-mll• overfond lourney to 
trontporl the '°91 took four ond o holf hours ond 
con1umed ony potentlol profi t. 

Despite this lnitlol lollure , Saxton persevered ond 
auccffded In extltnding his 1phere of octMII" up the 

tld•• of Word Canyon. log. -• dellvered to hit mlll by 
meon, of greased chu•••· So•ton .,..n,uolly took ot o 
partner o mon named Edward, oncl later Coptoln J.A. 
Todman, who wo1 credited with bvlldlng o number of 
1leom-pawered Toho. VHtelt. 

Th• 1ummer ol 1877 proved to be the end of So•ton', 
mlll when o lor•sl fire belwHn Truck ff oncl ldl-lld (near 
Toho• Pine,) roged ur,che<ked for two we.kt, d.,,.,.1ottr>9 
...,erythlng In llt polh. Thou9h the mlll ll1elf -• dettroyed 
In 1h01 bloz•. nol to be rebuilt, the evldenc• of Saxton'• 
operollon con ttill be •"? und•rwoter · offshore OI 
Sunnyside Resort, where o quantity of lumber Ii•• on the 
bollatn, owaltln9 rescue by tome enterprhlng solvage 
effort, 

Though So.ion's wos the only mlll In the vklnity, ' 
'°9glng wot conducted on o moul,.. scol• olong motl of 
Tohoe't Colllornlo 1hore. Mountoln1ld•• of lncolculoble 
boordleet of limber were denuded. Areot of eoty OC<,eH 

w•r• the fin! to be ••plolled, bvt 01 demand per1l11ed, 
regions of leuer occeulbllity were horvHted. Thia ' 
necHtltoted the con1tructlon of tkld chulff to carry logt 
down to o c•ntrol locollon where they could N loaded on 
wogon1 a, diverted Into ex isting woter cour .. , ond 
llu1hed to the loke. At the lokethore, 1he log, w•r• 
chained together In V-,hoped boom• ond towed to the 
Gl•nbrook mlllt. 

log 1kld1, which dolled Tohoe't Norin ond West 
1hore1 100 yeart ogo, ore poorly evidenced today. Such It 
•h• cos• with o skid which wot located fu11 to the"'"' of 
the present 1lte of Rocky Ridge. belwffft Tahoe Oty ond 
loke Foret!. Ano1her chute-• found ot Bear Trop, where 
Burton CrHk ••rved to carry timber to the Lok• Fore1t 
•hor•. 

King• 8eoch olso .. ,ved the lumber lnl•r•tls with o 
chut• which ran olong the preaent roule of 8- Strffl. • 
In foci, until 1939, when mony tltfftt were r.nomed to 
correct confusion arising from the mulllple us" of names, 
Beaver SlrNI hod bean known by the dublov1 oppellollon 
of Skid Rood. 

The lumber boom, which so changed the foe• of lhe 
Toho• Bosln prla, to the tum of the century, se.m1 o 
dittonl event todoy, Although the lonclscape hos bffn 
since altered by the healing work of Molhef Noture ond 
varying requirement, of mon, II rernolnt o colorful page In 
Tahoe'• history. 
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Co11m1r ol lh• Ner1h leke lehoe Hl1terlcel leclo1y 

A1 tho school yoor mo,,91 toword 111 !Mvltoble (yet, to 
v-9 minds. ln1ormlnoblo) <Ot'Clu1lon, wo lool. bock on 
kx9I odu<o1,onol olfori"9' ol oorlief doy~ It 11 lnto'91llng 
to NI,. thot tho nor1h oncl _,, 1horo1 ol loko Tohoo hod 
bMf'I "lottlod'" for :,0 yRn boloro It _, dffmod 
,-ouory thot o 1chool be 01tobll1hod. 

lo Constoblo ltobofl Montgomo,y Wot'°" goo, crodll 
lot tho lnltlol olfort, to 01tobll1h o 1<hool In lahoo City. In 
tho town', oorly ~ - lomillo, r-rolly wlntorocl "oll tho 

: ::;icZ:.'y ropolril\9 to F0'91lhill, whoro o 1c.hool wo1 

Ho-vor, In 189~ Wot,on mado tho decision to koop 
hl1 wllo °"41 I- chlldron In tOWft lor lho wlnlor, ond In 
ordo, to provide for 1ho oclucollonol nffd, of hl1 brood, ho 
.-....odolod a lo,mor ro1ldonco (on tho pro,ont 11!0 of tho 
l'oppor Troo lnr,) for u,o 01 o school building. Horo tho 
Wolton chlldron. olong with o lour,yoor-old nolghbor who 
constitutod tho filrh pupil roqulrod for public funding. 
rocoi-.ocl thoir oorly oducoilon. 

Tho construction of tho Tohoo Tovem, complotod In 
1901 ju,t ....,,h ol Toho• Oty, o«ountocl for lho lnllu• ol 
mony now ro1ldon11, Including childron of tho trode,mon 
ond dome1tl<1 who woro om ployed thoro. In I 906. tho Bliu 
lomlly, who o-od tho Tovorn, donated ton oc.ro, of land 
to tho to- tor tho purpo,o of con,tructlng o lorg., 1chool. 
Tho fomily ollerod not only the lond. but tho HrviCH of tho 
Tovem corponton to do tho work. 

Tho county put up the money for motorlol,. and In o 
,how of public support for tho projoct tho residents of tho 
oroo fumed out in such lorco thot tho building was 
complolod in o slnglo doy. with tho womonfolk providing o 
picnic for tho workon. 

Thi, building served well tor ovor o docodo. but 01 tho 
populollon of tho or.a grow. It noturolly tonded to 1prood 
itHII out. In the .orly 1920s, the Vernon ond Hen,y 
families, ooch with two chlldron, movod Into tho Mook, 
Boy• T ohomo oroo. In tho summer of 1923, tho Georgetown 
Dlvido School Oi1trict provldod o leochor ond o foclllty tor 
theso ond othor locol childron. 

lillion Vornon Farr, a ·1ongtimo Tahoe City re1ident, 
r~ombers attending the school, hold In a Tohomo cobin 
which sorvos its presont owner os a storogo building. Tho 
1ehool wos comprisod of eight pupils In oll, Including ono 

, lndion lod, ond somo of tho,o wolkod the three miles to 
the 1ehool on o cedor bork rood which hod been built for 
lumbering wogon, almost hallo century before. The rood's 
remnants con still bo found ponlng through the old 
borboque oreo of Sugor Pine Point Stole Park, portiolly 
covered by 1he wheelchair poth on the grounds. 

While this little rurol 1ehool wos 1hort-lived, Tohoe 
City's focllity. owing to o steady incr.ase In the town·, 
population, wos becoming inodequote to contain the 
growing number of scholon, ond private residencu In 
close proximity to the 1ehool building were usurped for 
educational purpoaes. 

A, a retult of a bond ponod In Moy of 19:M, a Mw 

physlcol plant, known 01 lohoo loko School, wo1 
con1tructod by locol tontroctor Normon Mayllold. II 
oponod lls doors on 0< tabor I, 1935. with SS elomontory 
and 23 high 1<hool student, . The '°"'''" of My,110 
Oollongor, hlrod In 1927, woro loon 1upplomontod by 111111 
Honk lo, the first h igh school toochor, and In 1937 Min Juno 
Oyer jolnod tho loculty, 

In tho oorly doy1 of locol formol oducotlon, 
motoorologlcol con1ldorollon1 were paramount . In fact, 
prior ta o roorgonlzotlon of the achool colendor In 1950, 
local student, took tho Ir long vacation In win tor, 
lntorruputlng tholr 1ludlo1 In mld,Docombor ond romoln, 
Ing at liberty until oorly Morch. Summor vocation In thot0 
doy, wo1 but a low wook, duration , 

Almost! 
The populotlon boom promptod by World War II 

brought mony change1 to locol 1ehool1. In 19•2. Kings 
Beoch become tho 1lt0 of o socond elementary school, ond 
19•9 sow the orgonlzotlon of tho Toho• Truckff Unified 
School District. That wo, tho yoor thot Tohoo City high 
school 1tudents woro lint buued lo tho high 1ehool In 
Truckee, a pra<tlco whkh conlinued until tho 1973•7• 
school year, whon North Tahoe High School wos 
completod. 

Kindorgorten wos lint offered locolly in 1951, whon 
Min Oorl B.an (now Oerl lowson) wo, hired lo teach thot 
clan. Mn. LoWIOn still teaches ono ot Tohoe Lake School', 
three lirst grade clone,, ond i1 todoy instructing 1ho 
children ol some ol hor original pupils. 

In tho 90 yeor history of North Tohoe tchools mony 
sweeping chonget hove been wrought in tho vi1uol 
oppeoronce ol the 1ehool focililiH, Even so, tho spirit ol 
education remoins os it wo, In the do~ when o single 
small room &erved to house tho pupll1 of o prior centu,y . 

i 
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•ughts, camera, Action 
Tahoe/Truckee's Movie History 

Lights - Camera -
Tahoe/Truckee's 

Movie Making History 
by Carol Van Etten 

photos courtesy of Lllli~n Vernon Farr 

In 1he 7S year history of the motion picture 
Industry, the scenic wonders of Lake Tahoe 
have provided the backdrop for countless fllms. 
ranging In mood from the rldlculous to the 
sublime. Enterprising businessmen In the 
Trudcee erea ardently wooed fllmakers In the 
Industry's early years, resulting In the rallroad 
town f requently being used as a location for 
outdoor adventure pictures In the 19-teens and 
1920$. 

The proximity of the natural marvel of 
Lake Tahoe made It a pcpular off camera 
destination for stars and stagehands alike, and 
many movleland lumlnarles made the 1S-mlle 
lovrn.y by narrow guage railroad along the 
t ruclcee River corridor to Tahoe City, where 
they beheld the natural blessings of local 
gqraphy. 

Word of Tahoe spread via the studio 
s,ra,,.vlnts, and by the mld-1930s, several 
companies had made use of north and west 
short locatlons, preserving In such films as 
"Rou Marie", " Llghtnln"', " Call of the WIid", 
" 81 .. t Their Hearts", " White Fang", and " The 
Country Beyond" gllmpses of local scenery 
which ere hardly recognlzable today. 

Three of the above-named titles involved 
the use of a dogfeam, sled and driver, and 
Tahoe resident (later Tahoe City constable) 
Harry Johanson was on hand to fill the blll. 
Johanson's chief devotion was to his dogs, and 
the partnership of driver and team was 
responsible for many acts of heroism and self 
sacrifice in the service of the community. 

Some footage for " The Country Beyond" 
was shot at Granllbakken (at that t ime sflll part 
of the Tahoe Tavern holdings) , and featured 
Johanson standing in for Paul Kelly as he 
mushed his stalwart huskies through the drifts 
of the frozen near-north with female lead 
Rochelle Hudson by his side. 

Harry appeared In seventeen films In all, 
and even postponed his acceptance of the job of 
constable of Tahoe City to finish the fllmlng of a 
picture In which he was appearing, as If " paid 
more than a constable could make in six 
months". 

&u,1~ /Industry, Movin 
carol Van Etten ColleaJon 

■ 
The clarity of Tahoe's water enjoyed wtde 

reputation In the early days. Owen Md<eon, In 
his out-of-pr1nt " The Rallro3ds and Steamers of 
Lake Tahoe", recalls that some sub--mat'lne 
footage for a Buster Keaton fllm, "The 
Navigator", was shot here owing 10 the 
excellent underwater vlslblllty. The film show­
ed Buster In a diving suit, "WOr'klng" on the 
propellers of the steamer "Tahoe" as he stood 
on the lake's bottom. 

Other steamers saw service In locally 
filmed sequences. The " Nevada", an 85-foot 
steamer which for many years made the thrice 
weekly winter mall rons around Lake Tahoe. 
appeared In three different films, lncludlng 
" Rose Marie'', with her name bladted out so as 
to read " Vada", and In the films " Evad" and 
" Ada". 



l()Oit\.\.l t\UOSOH , • 1UCI(" , ~HO P ~Ul KUl Y on tl1t te, ol '1h• 
Covn"'f a.yond•, wti\ch hoppen-4 to be be'foncl toho• Clty ~ 
Grt1nl~en. d~• 19'4, 

Longllme iahoe C\ty res\dent Ulllan Farr 
recalls a t11m made by a Canad\an company 
around \929 wh\ch took advanlage ot tt"te 
awesome prom\nence ot Eagle Rock \n iahoe 
P\nes \n too\age showing a dummv bell\9 
pushed over \ts predp\ce. 

The Srock.way 1ocallon ot "Bless Their 
Hearts", a w\nter sports comedy s\arr\ng Marv 
Astor and E\llo\t t,.luge<1t. became a disaster 
area tor the studio when bo\h stars, as well as 
manY others In \he cast and crew, were viciims 
ol a l\u ep\dem\c. compllcat\ons generated by 
unseasonably se'llere weather made turther 
shamb\es ot \he proceedings when the area was 
\et\ w\thOu\ power tor several days, stranding 
\he partv and necess\tatlng tt,e dellverv ot a 
dodOf \o \he tllm s\te by the ma\\ launch 

Mar\on f\lmS cont\nue to conta\n tootage shot \n 
the iahC>e area, a most recent and commerdal 
\y successlul e,tample bell\9 the verv R-rated 
"Hot 009" , mos1 ot which was mmed at Squaw 
\/alley, employing many locals as elttras. 
However, the march ot progress encroaches on 
local v\s\as w\\h a certain tread, and studio 
scouts In search ot subllmely pastora\ scenery 
are \ncreasl09ly ob\\ged to go e\sewhere .. 
beyond the realm ot human "Improvements". 

)URY' AqOR. 

ILlNESS STRIKES 
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@m fYalwe 
,, cenll Ve• an ... 

C-••r ef lhe Nerti!~• leho• Hhle,kel leclelr 

WINGING IT 
Mftc• ltt dkc-, by mon, loke Toi-·, wpe'101t.e 

.,_lillet hove ~ltd -, m,th1 ~no Ill 
IOfffl~lly •• mott o1 ..+w&h t'"'9 hot e,,enl\lOIIJ -n Ill 
lo dl,,..l ,,lor 10 Ill •c~•t• by o lr tho llftp,odicloble 
M ien of tf,e lol.o .. .,. ,_ldofod o ptoh,bl11,olr 
potl~ dottlnollon lo, ~ lblou1 pllot1. 

lho -impoplblo" WO\ lno11llobly Oltomplod, of co,ir". 
1ft .. ,. G.otge v--, (Vorn.y Alrl lNI) mode tho hflt 
toopl- londl"9 on tho lol.o. How•-. owing lo gono,ol 
KOplicbm ~' tho piano, obilltr to be<- olrl>o<no of 
tudl l"'9h olttt\ldo, Vornoy .i«1od 10 i.o.off olono. 

ThtM ~ lolef, In Jvne of 1937, IUchord Mhbold 
ond pilot It, It. Rogo,t IOf tholr wlnjtowor twin engine 
"Gvbo" down ot Chombo<l' locl9o. Tho Mu1ovm of NoMol 
Hleto,y -• 1pon1ot1no tho project • o 1e11 of !he l'Mlgo 
olrplone'1 obll11y 10 i.e olf ond lond o t high olmudo whli. 
hoovtly fodon. Carrying o corgo of 1,00 pound, of tond 
boga, tho "c.A,o' llvod up 10 ••pe<tollOM, "'°""'9 o 
-th i.•off ond ti- pro,nlllng almllor'r 1ucco11fvl 
toholh In 111 11p<Offli"9 minion In Now G11lnH, 

lntpltff by Atdibolcf, tue<0t1. o ltlltol. ronm,tvonlo 
pilot by rho - of (a,t do Gonohl mode - IO'tt 
toloeof11 of hi, own tho followlnt tufflffl•r. 111 lnt 
lnaoo1"'9 pOUOf>IIO' ond bo990t0 loocft, C)o C.-htt 
plono. o Flootwing Soobitd ~od by o 300 hor..-powo,, 
7,cylindor Jocobt l·S rodlol olrcoolod ......... -· found to 
bo copoblo of co,rylng o p;fot, ltwN po11or,o«• ond • 
lfflOII -♦ of bos,gogo, "If h wOlefl _ ,e .loght'r 
~ by wlndt". 

c-rclal o•lotlon ot To'- bop - of,-d. 
1n 1'39 w .. 1., s,.t_, founded Col,Vodo A1ruol1 , rho tint 
199Ylor MOplO!'IO .....,ko ot tho lol.o. Stollan ~olod hit 

, 6S ho,..,__. Toyliwcrolt out of Etnotold lay, ndilng 
Khodui.d 1tope ot Tot- !'-,t, Zephyr CoYO, ond 
•-ti"'" IC• a-fl and Timberland. 

Following Wo,td Wor 11, Stotton flow o ltepwblic 
Sooloo for hlte on 1ho 10mo gonorol route. con11nu1ne 
,.,..I<• wnr.l oliloul 1964, when ho aold 1ho bu1lnou to 

Mike &town 11, own 11,ll opo,0101 coi.v~ AH...,, 
,nolnlolnlng o 1ooplono boH on tho Iola• lhoto dltocit, 
00 011 ,ho hlghwoy lrorn Homewood SIii "'9o, ..... ho 
p,o,klot o 111II 1ongo of mortne crAollotl MM OI f,.,,. 
11gh11Nln9 lo flying louont In hh o.Ho't!Jlo,,d ... ,. 

I 

Anolhor commord ol 1ooplono ope1011on of the i..o ~ 
wos Commodore IJ1 Ser.Ice . bo1od ot Chombofl' '-te, I 
Thh enle rpriH , which bogon about lffl, wot botic.l, • ! 
comm11to1 ..,..k•. ahutlllng po11engo,1 lt«k and fe,di 
bolw..., loko To'- ond Soutollto In o ,loflglo , . ,,. l-1 \ 
llo.,ol Gull. loo ond Alicia I.owl. who -Md ond ope,otecl 
lho b11s lno11, 0110 pro-Aded connodlonl wtth Hw,_.. 
lay ond Clear lolte. f or0t t ,orn So..tolilo to ,.....,_. 
l odge we,. Sl9,50 ono-.vy ond S36 50 lo, 0 I~ A 
tkghl. ,f 

In oddlllon lo thoto COtnrnord ol ...,1111" • o ,,.,,,_ of • 
p,lvo le lndlYlduol1 owned ond ope101od ~ 
owcrolt on lolte Tahoe. Two Grwmmon olrc,°'f wflkh-• 
lomlllo, t l9h11 on tho _, lho<o In tho lofle 19401, lf50t. 
ond Into 1ho 19601-• Fronk Fun.,.· Mollord, ...__, ■t ' 
tho 1oulh ond of 11..0lcon lloy. ond Slodng ~ 1 
Wlclgton equipped with o Rongo, engine. Untll obowt ttl7f 
am s,ood. lo, whom Stood AJ, Force loM <- •onot It 
nomod. flow locolly for fun In hit N-, Klnefit'-. 

l"°"9h locol pl-.ring In ,norino ovlol lon Ito 1Nfter 
of h111ory, tho thrill ol thoto who l,nl IIOCllfod obooto It.. 
lok• of tho 51.y cm, 11ill bo o-.porloncod by thole .+,o 
ndio tho pl_,, docllion to toke to tt.o olt ond "-Ille If" 
above rho hlth Sloma, , 

1 

' 
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,,c...iv ... ,".,. 
c ....... , ef the HMh , .. , fehH Hhte,k• s..1 .. , 

Willie Arnhold, West Shore Pioneer 
'9, WU&e Atflhoid, who ponod owoy Iott f,ldoy ot hit 

""t tho,o •~e. loko Tot.. hed bffn home lo, 60 of 
tw. ., ,_._ s,i.,a,,g .._ lhe "'""'''°" of bolne po,hope 
11,o ..... t tho,•• r- 'rOUftd tMldent ol lo,,vett Uondln9, 
(.,10),,ly Ill hit tu c!Modft Of tho loke ho hod MM mony 
~ . ~ o 1-of hit - to rho locol londteopo, 
....._ ......... thla ,J,ar. 

• 11 - lffl ~ Atflhold lw,1 orrlwocl In A.Nlico 
f,_ hit llirtl,ploc• In So•on, c;.,mony, loftdlnv In 
Hobok9'1. New J.,My, OI o po1-., on tho S.S. lo,llft. 
tlftoblo IO .,-.. -• than • 1- wo,clt ol "'91~ he 
- •e-4 .. ~, ... tfolnf0t0olilond, ColifOMlo, toll!ftv 
Ille f«,y f,_ lhete to Son ftondtco, wh..e ho-• to 
-• hi, ""''-• - ol o Novoto chkl,.., ronch. Tho 
)'OUft9 WNRlv,o,-1'1 flttl jol> contltted of V,ocllftv 9ff1 oncl 
~ to rho ...fllffit oncl lndowetlont of hit u"'-'9'1 t.000 
chid.-. Uftff<lio,,dobly, hit .,.,hu.io- for tho .,.,.,. 
,,i .. ._ poled, leodlnv hllll to••••• 0vt on hit -. Ho 
... o <outM for tho S..,,01, whote ho looked f~ to 
"'IOJ"'9 - -.__.;. 

Wllii. found whot ho - tNlii,,g on loll• re.MO 't 
Wflt thoro. oncl ._ .. ,..,eel emplo,ment o• o goP.!..-., 
on rho Uv"'°" .. to,o (,- WVCI' ,lfto Point $tote Pork). 
~ Tohomo oncl MNkt loy, 

In o recOl\f Int~. Wdt.. rocolled hit yoort ot -,.,,.. 
,oc19o·. 01 lhe v,oncl OIIOIO - linown. Hit recolloctlot>t 
ore of qullo o d,ffo,.,.1 Oto - o linlo of unt.u,,iecj ol-vonce 
....... IN. onclMn.Ovmon-ld 11U1-• tho "'~one! o 
l,ol to ~• loy to poy tho!, fflOftlhly v,oce,y biU, 
.-n-'ty p,...,,u119 o o,otlllty to ttor•kNp« Cho,lle 
Nolf.. b.lore being dmoft bock to tho e,1010 by tholt 
CNUH-. 

1,i lt41 Wilio built o ,..1c1e,,c. of hit - -
G..-.1 Crook. _,,11 ... , -• tho hlvh-'f Iron, tho 
0w- hold• H.,• ho li.od In IOffiO con,ld«oblo 
~ ~ withovt nel~ In ..,,,,,., (b,,t for 
~ ol thoew-htote oncl MM!it loy loeo,t) fo, 

mile• In _,.,. dwoctlori, A• loto o• tho fflld-1 '70., hit 
lreqi,ont •kl tort, often In brood cloy light• -• • I'~ of 
<orotfl . .. ho po,looll ol Wllllo'1 offorlf191 of food ond 
11,vctvl"9iy cont.,.tocho '- tholr photov,opht token. 

.. ,t rOffleffibofod of Willlo't Yenturfl -• hit 11ocliod 
trout po,,d, locotod oclioc.,.t to tho hlljhwoy ot tho bot!offl 
of tho ~p .. hero tho Olofflbot1' lllftd',ng tennlt courfl ,._ 
tit, W,Nio uncMtlook thlt p,ojoct (which -Id cerlolftly 
"'"' with Agency oppotllloll today) 1ho,tly oltor tho wor, 
hltlng tho H.,.,lluen brothe,1 to .,.L..,,.lo ond w44"I 
MdC~ c,..i. fut• obovo 11, hlvhwoy uonlnv, uoo1'"9 
o pond of lett thon - ocro whkh - olfhtoon INt dNp 
ot ltt outlet, 

WilUe notNd tho conc .. ,lon Flth Hook ,ond, ond 
offered picnic oncl borboq,,o focWttl.. lo, thote ~ 
wlttlod to ••-llow tho!, prlclo• one! "'°"• a ....al of thew 
cotcho,. Tho 11th .. .,o lolnbow trout, clolh,e,ed In holl-ton 
•hip,roon11. Wllllo fed tho"' o COf'NNrclol polletod rotlon 
on whlth they thri.od, - ottolfti,,g 11,.. pound, b.lor• 
W<.C\lfflblt19 IO _tho ponltlotlt fltl\1"9 P,Olturo. 

"'"hold oporotod hit 1tocl<ed pond for obout ten 
teow,n,. ov.,.tuolly ••11"'9 to tho ,orlnl Corporollon. 
dewlopot1 of Chombor1' londl"9, Sub1eqi,on1 ro,,o,,otlotl 
~ ,ho ptopon, Into Ill p,...,.I Ille hot obllto,otecl the 
fo,...., llthlnv holo from oil bvt momo,y , CO\nl119 fonv 
olxont ¥111100 to ttortle ot tho dlonvfl: o tonnlt court 
where ante the,o -• o pond I 

Lo"9tlfflo locol rotldon11 tOfflOfflbor Wllll• with 
fOftdnott. hord ot-11 Q/111,,g wood.or~ 1n-of 
tho """"'I' othot oct1¥1tlft roqvlrecl of on oorly,doy 
_,0111 c1w.11., •• ,_loblt In the Ctlfflpo,ty of "'• 
follhlul dodotu"d, Sep, .. ho thor•d fflony of hit 
odvetotutot, Wlllle oncl hi. roody v,ln will be ,.,iuod, but 
potho~ ho hot gone to o ploc• iwho,o tho flth oro olway, 
bill"9, OI •her-· did. to tho' clollVf,t of 'fOU"9 onv'•" of 
onothof IIOfWOtlori • In hit Flth Hook ,onc1. 
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FIRE! 
Al HUOfl lollow, tlOIOtl ond locol pr9<lpltotlon n1n191 

to 111 l11evltoble ealrem11. (now o te<Ofd 1nowfoll, now o 
..lttvol d,0V9ht), we or• reminded of the tpe<lol co11tlon 

• llffded to pre•enl o colomltov1 blare In the po,ched 
woocl1 1h11 yeo,. 

Fo,11t llrH (1uch 01 thoH which darkened locol tklH 
.o,lier 1h11 month) <teote not only on u11pleoM1nt oe11hetlc 
o~•• but o threot to life ond ptope,ty on o grond 
Kole. the donger c0ffl90\lllded by the lorge populollon 
whl<h lnhoblll the loh bo,ln on o typicol summer doy , 

Svth o ml1f0ttune wo1 the 10-colled Oonn•r Burn, 
•hi<h, lor 1wet,,e do)" In Augutl ol 1960, roged out of 
control, croulng OoMer Sun,,nlt ond evenluolly teortlng o 
23-mile 1wolh lo Dog Volley, north of Verdi, Nevodo. In 
thot llnder,dry 1ummer. the Redding construct lo,, litm of 
lrl991, Conely ond O.nnl1, under cont,oct to Iha Slote ol 
Colifo,nlo to work on then- lnt1ntot1 80, determined to 
'9nore the denlol ol their requeat for o permit to butn 
debris. 

While thirty of the compony'• crew (lunchlng neor Iha 
workalle) watched. the wind stirred lhe 1pork1 of the fire , 
the velocity of which wo, 1oon beronc:f the powers of mere 
men orrned with hond tool, to contain. 

M opprenlve amok• darkened the sky lo o conttont 
daytime twilight. ond electrkol power In the bo1ln ond 
beyond wos Iott for o wffk os 60-mil•p•r•hour wind, 
(generated by the fire ltHII) whipped the Inferno ropldly 
1011, threotei,lng the towi, of T,uckN for o time before o 
mercilul 1hlft In direction. 

A crew of 3.500 llreflghte11, from evory mojor lor11t In 
the country, were llown In to bottle the bloze. They wore 
oided by 80 tonkert ond 110 bulldo1or1, while overhead 
nine oerlol tonken. live helkopllrt, ond o spotter pion• 
did their ports lo suppr,n the 1pr.ading flomes. 

When It wos oll o~er (Forest Servk• f111flghter1 
continued to potrol the 01he1 for 53 doya lollowlng the 
lire', outbreak), 43.000 ocres hod been blockened. 

Precedent to the Donner B11rn, the mo,t recent lorge fire 
In the oreo hod bffn the Florl1ton blore of 1924. whkh hod 
Its origin neor Gray CrHk (o trib11tory ol the TruckH 
River). This co11flogrotlon, the scor, of which ore 11111 
vl1lbl1 olong Highway 80, con,umed 1B mile, of timber ond 
soge 01 II 1preod toword the tow11 of Reno, on the 011tsklrt1 

ot whkh It wo1 llnolly Htin9ul1hed. 
In 1plte ol o llrlng ol "wet• 11010111 ln,,nedlotel1 p,lot . 

the month of Avguat, 11'6 ,ow H-ol 101111 11111 roglng 
n,or Tohoe. The rruckff ll1P41bllcon rep()fted lhol 
voluoble timber at Swift's Stotloi, btlonglng to (d Swffllly 
of Co11oi, City hod been de11royed by lire. The llepvbllcon 
further ,toted thot •o lo,ge fire It ,1111 In Pf09'•" Oft the 
hlll Incline (the 1111 of Incline Villoge todo,I, Five lir•• 
1torted on the weatem 1hor1 loat Wednesdoy -r• 
doubtleu o1 on lncendlory or'9ln. and mot• ore ot the 
1outh1rn end of the loke. Lorge rwmben of men storied 
lo, the 1<11111 ol the llr11 ond In port ttoyed the prog,111 
of the flames•. 

Mork Twol11, ol covne, wos lnltloto, of perhops the 
lorg11t 101111 fire ever to swNp the oreo. In 1861, en a 
young ond 100110011 vogobond comping °" the lob's 
north 1h0te, he and o companioft foiled to od1<1uotefy 
overaH their 1v1nlng'1 compllre, which they 1uddenly 
found •galloping oll over the pr1ml11s•, 

Driven to the lok1'1 1ho11 by the blo11'1 lntenH heat, 
they wotched the 1teody 1ncroochm1nt of the llom11, 
whkh •went ,urging up odjocent rldg11 • 1unnoui,ted 
them ond diaoppeored In the canyons beyond • burat Into 
view upon higher ond lorther rldg11 ... tlll 01 lor 01 the eye 
could secirch the lofty mountoln front, were webbed os It 
were with o tangled 111twork ol red lovo 111eoms. Awoy 
ocron the woter the crogs and domes were lit with o rvddy 
glore, ond the tlrmoment obove wo, o r.tlected hell!• 

As Twolrt's viii! prodoted ony lumbering octlvlty 1rt the 
boa In. neither the event nor th• regr1tl11I recollectlon of It 
q11oted obove (from his book Rouglllng 11) ever generated 
ony legol repercuulons lo, him, tho11gh from his 
d11crlption ol the edenl of the fire. II mvu certolnly hove 
repr111nted o con11derobl1 Ion to the Industry which, In 
the ne•t g,nerotlon, tronsl(lrrned the bosln Into o bustling 
sour<• of timbers to 1hore up the mln11hohs of Vlrglnlo 
City, 

8111 simply rowing of! Into the 111n1et, os Twoln wos ot 
llbeuy to do, Is 1101 pr111ntly on optioi, of cor1l111 
comp•rt, ond so tho11 who11 octlvlll11 In the loke Tohoe 
oreo lrtvolve the u11 of fire would be w1ll,odvl1ed to 
••erclH eKtrem, co11tion. l,l,e lor11t they 1ov1 may be 
their ownl 

, •t II lllU' • 

l. 
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1,c11t.1v ... '"•" 
(e11rte1y •I the Nenh le~e tehH 1411te1lc■I kcletf 

The Name Game 
, .. 11o,, "° '"''"• ol the Sle,111 ta,,d,cope ho, 

111ll•ted 11Nlet 111Ch o 111Cceulon of I\Clme• 01 the bodf ol 
wot•, w• "IIOW todof o• l•k• Toho .. 011,1 .. 9 the 140 Y"" 
tine• Johll C. ,,_t', ltnl 1l9hlln9 of the IHt on 
Vol.nllne', Doy, IM', the big b"1• ol thlt ll'llond '" ho1 
been bleu-cl pop11lorly .. II not ollklollr " with H••" 
dill.,llf\t ... ,,..,, ond o, mo,,y more ho•• bHn p11bllcolly 
1"11Qtlted (,.,.._ with edllo,lol to,,gue llrmly In cheek) 01 

oltet"4111•• oppellollont, 
the protocol ol wlld.,""' ••plo,ollott d lctote1 thot 

d iuov.,•rt hove the 1lglll ol noml<\g 1hei1 dl,co••• le1, In 
kffp"'9 with ti/Ch etlq11e1t•, th• loke 11 p1operly known o, 
"lok• I011plo"4', the nom• given to It br Fremont In honor 
ol Alme Jocque• Ale•ondr■, th■ French botonl,t who 
OC<Olftponled the von H11mboldt po11y on on eorli.r 
e■peditlo,, _,,. 

In th■ de<od• which followed Fremont', dl1eovery, the 
ct.1'9notlon "lonplond" wot lowo,ed In P11blicollon1 
oppeori"9 on the Continent. However, th• mop drown br 
Cho,t.11'191111, co1t09rophef lo, Captain Fremont', porty, 
nolH It 1lmplf 01 "MO\IOtoln lokt" ,, In tho1e doy1, ,_ 
found 1hemHlwe1 In o potlllon to co••· 

Tho•• who did core lo11nd 1h■m11lwu t,mh■r 
conl111ed by Boker·, 185$ "Mop of the Mini~ lteglon,•, 
which ,h_ed the toke 01 "Moheon", &ortlett 1 "Oulde", 
another 1ourc• ol th• day, referred to "lllg ll\lCkff lol<o", 
with yet onothet co1110lly.ploced c09n0tn•n bvrcJ.tnln-, tho 
prltline olpl<\e porodlH . 

In Morchol lW. Colifornlo'1 S11rveyor o....,cl, ~-, .~ . 
Eddy, hod Initiated the 11H of whot would 17 y.an kit•• 
be<o,ne the "I.gar name of th• lok• •• "llgl•r", Yet lrom 
the ,tort 1h11 name wot detlined lo me•I with wldetp,eod 
dltlovo,, with 111 mot I oclive opponent, tllg9flllng that 
John l lgler, the lorm•r democrollc gov.,nor of Colllornlo 
for whom the lok• hod been named. wo1 l•11 than worthy 
ol 1uch on honor, 

Contr-rty ov•r Bigler', merit 01 o nofflftok• wo•ed 
hot whllf\ the outbreak of the Civil War led to chore•• thol 
he entertained Cont.ct.rot• tympothles. S.V•rol 111bsll, 
M• nome, w•r• promptly offered 11p. Th• Unlonltl porty 
mounted on 11n111«H1ful lobbylng •llorl In Ap,11 ol 1861 to 
re<hrl1tllf\ the lok• with the ••ollc "T110 t11llo", Fanning the 
looll1hne11 the loll-Ing year, the "Sacramento Union" 
111gg•1ted "lorgo S.rgl•r" 01 o mor• 111ltobt. nomo. "os II 
would 1tond 01 o punishing illu1lon to the blbvfo\11 hobllt 
of 'Honetl John' Blgl•r when he w01 oow•tn0t of th• 
$10••· 

In f•bruory of 11112, _1111bllc tenllmenl ogolntl 119'-1 
found e■ p,e1110n In lhe lo,m of on Interior 0.portmenl 
mop brought out under lho direction of WIiiiam Henr1 
l(ntyht, th• ct.porlment' t ,htef cort09rophe,, l(nlc,lit 
enllttod th• llngvl11tc 1klll1 of Of, ~llf\ry 0.01001 o 
"Socromento Union" co,1e1pond.nt whew etfo,11 ' 10 
communlcot• with Wo,hoe lndlont hod fom1l1orlrod him 
with the rudlm•nlt of their dialect, "fo,hff", occo,d1119 lo 
Dr. O.Oroot, WOI tron,lotod · 119 Wotef" Of "Wo,., Ill o 
l,lgh plo<•"• And 10, In the nomo ol a.,perlot oe11horlu , 
the nolN by which the lok• It known todoy wot 
e1tobli1hed In the whit• mon't vocobulory, 

How••••, th• conlrov•r1y rov-d OIi, 1ef1B1ng to be 
1lt•nced •••n by the po1109e of o b~I In the Colilo,nlO 
Stot• l•gl1lot11r• on Febt110ry 10, 1870, gl,lng legol 1toh,1 
to Eddt'• o,lglnol deltgnotlon of "l lgt.rH, Vorfout vo11ol1 
ol th• Fourth htote continued to oll•r th•lr 11199411tlon1 01 
to o mot• 1ulloble epithet, among them fledullng 
corr•tpo,,dent Mork twain, then conneCl-ci with Vk-glnlo 
Clty1 "T•11llorlol (nterprlH", Ywoln found hlmHII drown 
lr'resilllbly Into the lroy, occ0tlonln9 lo COlftm•nl that 
.. ,o,lloe", In ,.,_ dloled ol tht Digger ond •r i,utt" (tie} 
1111>•• meonl •9ro11hopper 1oup", which, he cont•nded. 
wot omono their d•llcocl••• 

In light ol public 1enllmon1 oNI populor 111099, It 11 
omoal"9 thol th• nome "llgl.,,. contln11ed ot o legal 
-ro9rophtcol dellgnotlon until o mere 39 yeart ogo. lul II 
wo1 not until J11ly 1B. 194) thol o blll wo, adopted In the 
Colllornlo Stole legltlotutt ofllclolly chongl"9 the ...,,,. lo 
...l ok• Tahoe", 

In addition lo It, lmprenlve covolcode of cogno,nent, 
thlt mil .. h lgh morvel hos ocq11lred 1ev•rol nkknom••· 
Including "loke of the Sk(' and "Jew•I ol the Sierra,•. llut 
tor all the vorlety of 111 ...,,,.,, running the oc,m111 lrorn 
compllmentory lo condMCendlng, the native populotion't 
orlgll\01 oppello11•• tetvet betl, ond '""'' mot! lik•ly to 
endure. 

I O fl t•II •I • I I 
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()fto typl<of 1-ol1-01 Toho.. with tt.. lo,r 
t...e:e• ~ •~'"' to, do,.,,, ol to,lboot, ol many 
c1o, .... It la omo11ng to ..coll thot o bri•I ~...,ot,on 090 
the loke - ~Dy con.Id....:! to be •u,,ao,lobl• · . 
lor119 di~loc-,.,.t-hull.d .,.11•11 numtHt...:I offiOl\g the 
lol.•• t.nt _._.croft. houllr>g 1uppl-. 11lo99. ond ..,.,, 
mo,lto..,.~•"·•-.. outpo11toa-iyo1 ll60. Yet . 
hotttong o .aa - con1oder.d oft ou ol ld,ocy for "'°"Y 
,.eon follow,r,g lb ori9'flOI d.d•"• 1ft ~lonty. 

• Among the lint of the lake, w•nd•propell.d booh 
- the M!NNI( MOOOY. o .. euel of th• · p1vnger• type 
coptov,ed by fr.cl Ello! of Tahoe City. Thi, 34-loot crolt wo, 
od,,,en!Hd oa hovlng o copocity of 30 pouengen. but 1n 
thcne bu11""9 doya of Tot- oiy·, lftlon<y. ,he u,uolly 
COIToed o leuer -~ 1ft ,_ ol -· oddlllonol ,,. ,gt,,. 

( 
Homer Burton·, EDITH BAT TY. lint ol the lokes pocket 

boots. mode weekly mo,I del ,vertH out ol Loke Forut in 
th. 1860s. ond c.ould be counted upon to complete the 

By Carol Von Etten 
Court .. , ol N0r1h Tot- H11toocol Soci• tr 

Photos courtesy of Norman Dewhurst 

Some early u .. , of soil -• not oil to 1trictlr 
commerciol. Or. Poul T. Kirby, who. with hi, w,fe lucy 
operot.d lrnerold loy llnort dvrl"9 It.. 18101. - °" 
avid 1oilorwho treated the re1or1·, guetll to Hcvnion1 In 
hi, 1loop. the MOUIE IAWN. or to thrJling ridea on hl1 
r0<lng yocht. the FlEETA. 

f 

t "I 

The POLAIIIS. Kjell •1tu11y• 1tu1tod'1 flnt Tahoe 1allboot. 
woa o U foot lehr boot bullt by Nunff lrothen of 
Souaollto •· shown h• r• ot Sunnyalde about 1'50. 

oround-the-loke journey in three doys - if the Sicmo Cosuol boaters of th• period generally tended to 
Zephyn cooperot.d. throw coution to the winds . ho111tng o piece of convm 

F,~. FerguM>n. '°99,ns on<I Smith"s IRON DUKE wos above pr0<ticolly ony1hlng thot would float. KNl- le11 croft 
th. ~t formidable of early , oiling veuels al record at better su,ted ta rowing or poddfing were prened 1nlo 
th. loke, tr0ft1por11ng hay from lohoe C,ty 10 Bijou. service os - soilboot, -. on<I the rHults were otwoys 
Gi.nbrook. and other budding sett lements olong tho disappointing ond sometirnn trag,c. An overobundonce of 
lol<e1hore. The siaty foot. two-mosted DUKE hod o w;de akohol irl the 1y1tem1 of ,ome 1oilon contributed to 

' ' be4!/m ~~'ott6f/1Ntdaollt'ait'dmel~ 125 tons of ttw-"•"MYerol oatcmtophio.._,.,..lf'ishop1 witikfl J~M'f l 
precious onirnol lodder irl o 1ing le lood. publ,c,ty. discouraging further adventure. 



The MUCURY, on op.i1-cockplt 1empe11 dan 11llboet 
111ed "1y lt1111ed In hi, Ntly 11llln9 H <11r1lon1 al the lah , 
wo, on 11 fool plywood,h11Ned croft owned~,. McClotch.y. 

lncr•oHd u1• ol ■loom pow•r on th. lok• during 1h• 
lumborlng ti.ydoy of lh• 18701 ond 801 0110 helped bring 
obout o dt<l,nt of locol ,olllng. (F•w rt11d•n1t govo the 
oreo muth though, 01 o rocrtotlon 1po1.) By th• btglnnlno• 
of th• molorboot oro in lhe 1920,, o belief hod 1prung up 
1hcil th• copr,clou1 wlnd1 ol tho loke wero 100 dong•rout 
10 b11 cholleng•d with lmp11nl1y. 

Howovor, In 193(1 o Tohot Tolll•r int•rvl•w with Dr. 
l .G. Kollt<-h, o tummer rtt ldont of Cornellon Boy, noted 
rh. r•blr1h of loco! tolllno, Dr. Koll, ch, o notiv• of Aus trio, 
hod lmpor t•d two boot, of th• Stor clan from lolboo 
Horbor In touth•rn Col,fornlo. Th• boot t were c,och 
equipped with holf,ton kHlt ond rHllng devl<H which 
provided th. noceuory ttobllity for tron, ,Tohoe tolling. 
Kol1<h d•clored th. loh "ldtol" for yocht roclng, hov,ng 

~

. by 1h01 tlm• olreody 1p11n1 two y•ort Hperlrnentlng ,v,th 
\Jncerloin wind■, 

' 
Tho t ight of Koll1ch'1 t lHk hull t glldlng olong ovtr tht 

lok• wot opporontly too much for oth.r loco! •old 1011 , · to 
olnorve Idly. In 19"9 o r•tlrod Norwegian too coptoln 
nomod Kjell •Rutty• Rutlod, th.n In lh. proc•u ol 
d• vt loplng Gronl,bokktn, t lfoctlv• ly launched tht mod• 
trn •ro of locol 1ollbootlng on Totio.'1 w••• thor•. U1lng o 
borrowed 18,foot, open cockpit Tempotl don b.longlng lo 
McClotch.,., Ruuod bocome convinced of tho loko', 
· ,o,lob,lily", ond ho ,oon took delivery on o , ... foot lthr 
boot rnon11foctured by th. Nunet Broth.rs of Soutollto. 

lhe lounchlng of th. ,OWIS 01 rhlt boot ~• 
chrlttoned wot o golo occoulon 0pptoprlofelr celebtol 
ed with llowlfte ~ ond wo\lfno fi.ot. a.fOfe too 
many yoort hod ,ottef~ th. boot• hull, wh1<h .,,,o, ~I 
vtr llcol groin dovglot fir 111(C11mbed to dry rOf d1,e to 
1nod.quo1, venting b111 Ruttod toon t•ploctd hor with 
onotti.r tlHI. hull, whkh II. dubb.d th. CH(RRY ,tf 

llu11od'1 tu<c•o •n<ourottcf othtrt 10 tty th.Ir ,1,11J. 
ond th• Sunnytld• Totio. ,.,n•• oreo tOOft boo11ed • 
number ol 1otlboo1t rno11ly of tht 20 lo 2" IOOI vo1lt1y 1,11 
lrln•r, now Dl1ec101 of Stolt "0'111 ond Ro<rtolfon. wot 
octov• In lht •orly doyt of loco! tollboot roc,ng lnl tlol", 
with o 20 loot Clipper clou boot and lottr with a It fool 
llhodH hull l 

l rlntr'• •••P•lothor, Rolph Seo11, wo1 ol thot lime I 
owner of Sunnytldo, ond, 01 tuch, hod o mo11nt 
conc•nion which told Higgin• motor boott (ond toter ot 
Br ln•r ' , 111ggHtlon , th• glou,hulf•d lln• of O'Ooy 
101lboo1t). S0011 wot omlobly d•1ogo10,y In hit COfflfflt 111t 

1egordlng tollort , genttolly r•l•rrlng to tht number 01 
"rogplck,11" 1111 ht ,ow hit rttlouront bvtlntu thrive 01 
o contoqu•nc, of the dOYeloprnont of t0lllng which 
c•nt•r•d 1, .. 11 In hi■ horbor, 

Thonk, to tht onthutlom of ftuttod ond l rln•r, !ht 
tporl contl,wod to goln momOfllum locally, ond by tht Iott 
19601 th• rotter of locol 10llboo1 ownort hod ,,own to 
Include tuth nomo1 01 Chorle, Crowford (with hit 29 
Ronger, tht SAUY G), Ed Wolllt (with hit Col 30, tht X,l 
GREEN SUIT), ltt 8or11•11 with hit MARVA LES (11111 rocl11g), 
oncl Poul Mooney, whoH Coronodo 25 wot tht flrtl on tht 
lokt. 

Another tollor of not• wot Roy Sl(•rry, whott 21 foot 
Auro10, th• ILUE CHIP, wot o lomlUor tight 01 locol roe" 
for llv• or 11• yoort before h• purchottd o 23 luol Ronger. 
th• BEAR PAUSE (tht nomt t uggetllng o 1ompo1ory "cope 
from hi, Big Boor Burgof1, 01 1h01 limo locotod on tht 
highway above Tohot Boot Compony. (The oot•ry It now 
known 01 Foat Eddie'■ . ) 

H•nry Kola•r •nttred Toho.', yochtlng Ktnt with hit 
361001 olumlnum hulled colomoron ,porting o predlctoble 
cool of pink point, 

Henry J. KolHr'■ ontwtr to Hllboollng w ot 1h11 J6 fool 
colemeron (fHt11rln9 ,,ec11c1■6ily1>lnk olu11111'111m pon• 
toont), t hown hero In front of the KolHr't rod lteothouH 
111 Toho, ,.,n., (now fftur du loc) obovt IHO. 

Th• ronkt ol locol 1ollor1 continued to grow, lncludlnt 
,uch nomtt 01 Roy Htllmon of Reno, who orlglnolly tOlltd 

1.,.,..o.~e.,Som .Melf41itW"•l'"'!lltMottln, G!'09jf,fklt,c,w:1 I 
Dov• Frlttchl wl1h hit BLACK LOTUS. 

Solllng on lolc• Tohot It today o punult ~ch. whae 
no longer •njoylng tht 1101u1 of perlloua Idiocy, 11111 dtow. 
lhote who10 lndlnotlo,u t•nd lowotd th. darJno. And on 
ony Sundoy you con ttt 1htm, t<uddl119 fWtt tho boundl119 
moln of Tahoe', dHp blue, from point to ~t ond home 
ogoln. ' •\ __. .. 
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Co1111e,y of lho No11h l••• tohoe Hl,to,lcol locloly 

A Gentleman's Gentleman 
the ,~t po,11rog of Brook, Wolke, , Sr,. o 111mmor 

,.,1J.nt ol toho<t't we,t 1horo for ovor 70yeort., ,oddoned 
o wide tlrclo ol lrlonds ond on0<lolo1 who rom•mbor tht 
~•....,on with v•-• londneu, Wolke,·, Son Fronclsco• 
bo,od b111lnon ond phllonthroplc 0<tlvllio1 oro woll 
known. yot a tolotlvoly ,moll group Is oworo of his 
foundor'a role In tho Toho• Yochl Club ond the 
do ... topmonl of locol re<:rootlonol booting, or os ,poke,, 
man for tho lnto,-,1, of foktlronl property owners • 
CKtlv111os to whkh ho brought tho aomo tnthu,lo,m ond 
1tylo ho oc«>rdod his ollklol duties (omong those 
p,-tldont oi Shosto Forosta Compony, director of leoguo 
to Sovo lokt Tohoo, ond tru1!00 of the Colilornlo Acodemy 
of Sclonco,), • 

A tron,plonted Minnesota fomlly, the Wolke11 fovnd 
Tohoo In tho eorly 1900'1, thrllled to hovo discovered such 
on Ideal 1ub1tlluto for tht obundont woter of their former 
11010. In 1915, Wolkor's lather, Clinton Wolkor, ocqulred 
hl1 11rat Tohoo boot, tho DOROTHY. It wos behind tho 
wheol ond wok• of thi, 25-loot lounch (which his fomlly 
renamed tho HESPERUS), that Brooks began his lif•fong 
lovo olloir with booting. 

By tht mid-1930's, nowspoper occounts of the Tohoe 
Yacht Club regoltas were already roferrlng to Mlong-tlmo 
chomplon• Brooks Walker, renowned for his victories In 
tho hydroplono cotogory (which with Horry Hush Magee 
and Lou Fogeal ho holped pioneer). The PSYCHE, o step 
hydroplane powered by a Holl-Scott oviotlon conversion, 
wos o sensation In the early 1920's, attaining speeds In 
oxcoss of 60 miles-per-hour. 

In the 1935 Tahoe Tavorn Regotto, then-Roar 
Commodor• Walker entered tho PSYCHE II, o •50 
horupower hydro. roclng ogoinst Edward letts Oliver's 
LETTS GO and another contender piloted by Wolter 
McG ... 

For pleosuro, there wos the SARGENT, o Garwood 
product which featured on enclosed forward cockpit (for 
the convenience of lodios who preferred to keep their 
hairdos Intact while onjoying o spin). This croft was 
followed by the PSYCHE Ill. on eorly 1950's model Chris 
Croft Custom Sedon. ond the lost of Walker's wood-hulled 
11 .. ,. 

Wolker wos o colebroted oorly oquoplone rider, ond 
helped initiate o spedolly featured rout of the 1940 
regotto. Contestonts would be towod from Obexer's to 
Chomb.rs' on their choke of oquoplone or woterskls. In 
addition to Walker, who took the trophy, competitors 
Included Corl and Billy Bochdolt of Tahoe Oty, Pierco 
Milton of Tohoo Pines, Homewood's John Sounders, ond 

~pro," Roy ond Strand Mlk~ol,on, winter Alpine o~•t wf,o 
hod plonHrod tho sport of wotonkllng al tohoe throe 
years boloro. 

But Wolke•'• ono<lotlon with loke Tohoo wo, not ult , 
ploo,uro, As o lokohonl property owner, lroolit 
occo1ionolly found hlm,oll toncomed with tho l11uo ol f 
loko level, ono ,uch lnston<• colling for hi, oppooron<• 111 

1

, 
<ourt. local resident ond Wolkor's long-time lrtond Tlrn 
Sulllvon tolls tho story of Walker•, arrival at tho Auburn 
courthouse with on armload of ski polos. Boglnnlng ot the 
rostrum, Walker p0<od off down tho olslt and out the 
door (perlodlcolly loovlng o polo behind 01 a morkor) ond 
proceeded down the courthouse stops to a spot tomewhot 
beyond tho fountain. This dlslonco, ho oxplalnod to the 
court, reprosented 360 leot , tho amount al hit rool ostolt 
which was oncrooched upon by tho ortifklolly•lmpoundod 
waters of tho Tahoe ~Resorvolr" ol Its mo,clmum legal 
limit, Alter that, sold Sullivan, tho government didn't 
bother him any further on tho sublo<t. 

His octlvilln and olflllotlont wore myriad, bonofltlng 
a groat mony peoplo ho novor know. But by those horo 
who know him, Brooks Walker will be romemborod In all 
that ho did 01 o gontlomon't gontlomon whoso rolo In 1 
ht,tory la secure. . __j --
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Carol Van Etten Collection 

At Lake Tahoe~ odeo -
Tho &lorrov1ll1 Rodeo, Ntvodo Coun1y'1 big 1umm•r 

oqu111rton ov111I, look plo<• 1011 wHktnd. Thlt wHk 
brhig1 mo11y of tho ,om• conl11lont1 10 TruckH for that 
communlly'1 "horH hoppenl11g" Augu1I I I lh ond 12th. 

Though It hn1 beon o lull g1nerollon tlnco such on 
1tv•nl hPI bttn ttoo•d on Tohoe', north 1horo, tome con 
,1111 r1m1mbor the rod101 of Olenbrook 011d Lok• For11t, 
""htch brought tog1ther crowd, of 1n1hu1lo1llc 1poc101ors 
for o doy of wollorn 1tylo 1nt1rtolnm111I, 

Prior lo lholr uH 01 rocreollonol mou111,, horHI, of 
couno. ploytd on lmporlonl 4t0rly port In bringing whllo 
tolllen lo th• bo,111, Tho pr11ence of 1h1H boosr, of 
burdtn wo, outn!lol 10 logging operollon• of lht 1870, 
ond I 8801, providing lh• power lo 1kld log• down lho 
conyon1ld11 10 wogon or roll lron,porl roulos which 
conv1rg1d ol 1h1 lok11hor1. Howtver, th• local labor 
force In 1ho11 doy1 wo1 comprlsod mo,tly of wood1m1n •· 
nol cowboys, ond whal little l1l1ure time wot ovalfoble 
wo1 not glvtn over 10 1qu11trlon pu11ull, 

Following the de<line of 1h1 lumber lnduslry, 01 Tahoe 
btgan lo bt dtveloped for rocreotlonal purpo1es, hon11 
Hrved 1h1 cause of early tourism In 11voral (opocltl11. 
Until lh• narrow,goug• rollrood link Ing Truckee ond Tahoe 
Cily wo, comple11d In 1900, all transporlatlan between th• 
lwo lown, wos by horseback, slogo, or wagon. 

But once hones ceottd to be n1c1uory lo, 
1ron1portotlon, lhoy wore odapled for recrootlon. Amenll• 
101 provided by mony hotel, ond comps soon Included 
guided troll rides, or ol least horsot-for,hlr•. 

And rodeo, o populor wost•rn 1pocto1or sport of 1h1 
18901, hod found Ill woy to Oltnbrook, o former "hub" of 
lumbering octlvlly (ond mor• re<•ntly lronslormod by th• 
blouomlng of Olonbrook Inn ond Ranch). In lhoH •orly 
contests, "pro" cowboys (os w•II os 1om1 decidedly "om") 
drew o crowd from noor ond for, compoHd of elegonl 
gu•1t1 ond mlllhonds alike. 

Whtn 1h11 •ostshore community become o vlrtuol 
ghost town wllh the relocation of tho 811n fomlly's tonglbl• 
onots to Tahoe City ol lhe lurn of rho conlury, lho annual 
celebrollan cea,.d, but th• 1porl'1 continued popularity, 
combined wllh o roturgonce of local tourl1m, sparked 
teveral onnuol "revlval" rod101 In Olenbrook four docod•• 
1010,. Th• lint of those, hold July 16, 1939 In tho meadow 
noor Gf•nbrook Inn and Ro11ch, wot directed by 
tlow,1poken Johnny Vance, and emceed by local celebrity 
Mojor Mow Flel1hman. 

Oltnbrook retldtnlt WIii Bllo ond Foy Shonlll)tl, 
or11onl11r1 of lhe ..,.,,, , were 10 deligf,11d wuh th. 1111 of 
the crowd of "nearly 250''1 rhof rhey 1chedufe4 o MWJnd 
roundup for July 30, Artendonce of ov•r i~ or rhlt 11«,nd 
tvonl wo1 con1lderod ta be cou10 for 1t09lng o 1hl1d 
no-odmlulon ,how on A-ugu1r 20, ond the rewfl wot 

onothtr thorp rftt In 0111ndonce1 leod1"9 tho o,g.onlier• to 
promlH o tlolo of even bigger or,d betfo, a:howt "'­
following 1ummer, 

In Augu1t of 1940, throe rod101 w1r• held In o •~'• 
week, Camp Chonoklt (noor Sout'1 Share) ond Drochrl't 
Stobltt In Kings Stach folntd Gltnbrook In fiotllng o 
rodeo, th• local populorlty of th• 1porl holllng re«hod lt1 
zenith. Prt•publldty for lhe tummer',t lnnougurol tvtnl, 
101· for July l.t at Glonbrook, proml1ed o 9,..,1nl bill. 
f•oturlng 25 to 30 proftulonof cowboys on hofldoy from 
tho rtgufor cl,cull , The $200 pur1e, shored by Johnny 
Vance ond Johnny Gordner, bo1h of Of1nbrook, wo, In 
addlllon to $123 rol1td for tho locof Red c,on. 

II wa, oboul thol 1om• time tho I Lok• Foret I become 
the 1110 of o north 1hore rodeo, local roslde,nl Mozie 
Cornell, whoH falhor, Tom Walker, ron o dairy In lokt 
For·es1, remembers the many hours ,ht 1,wnt pJcklng up 
rock, on 1ho rodeo grounds (In those days located uphill 
ocrou rho highway from the old hotchory building ot th• 
cori,tr of lake Forest Rood and th• main highway, noo, 
tht cobln with corrols). Mozie recolls 1h01 todl of the local 
countlot was ropr•••nled by o qu•on, ond o Rodeo Ounn 
wos selected from the group. 

World War II temporarily put o stop to such r•creotion, 
bul tho early 1950s sow o rebirth of focal rodeo octivily, 
chlofly rhrough the 11forts of Bob Skot11, who al the 1lmo 
oporol•d a 1table on the pre11nl tile of tho Lake Forni 
Coo1I Gua,d 1tollon. Skates would lnvilo his broncbu1ting 
friends lo participate In rho various contnt1, with 
sp1teto1011 vl•wlng tho action from bolos of hoy placed 
around lh• perlmtler of tho or•no. 

Martha Snyder, whoH husbor,d Don furnished tho 
lumber necessary to conllruct th• makeshift tndosurot. 
romombtn taking her glrls (then grammar Khoof age) lo 
lho event, droned In opproprlalo western garb. down to 
cowboy boot,. 

Though r~eo1 on loko Tahoe'• north 1hore and al 
Olenbrook ore perhaps novor lo be revived, today the 
western outdoor 1nthu1lo1t con do his speClollng ot tho 
annual rodeo 11111 hold In Truckee•· 1hi1 yoor'1 contnt to 
be lloged this wHktnd ot the community pork, SH yov 
lhtrol 
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