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LAKE
TAHOE

FACTS

Surfsce Elevation - 8,229 feel above ses level
Length - 22 mi; Width - 12 mi,

Shoreline - 71 mi. (Cali. 42 mi; Nevada 29 mi.)
Capacity - 122,160,280 scre/fL. of water
Surfasce Area - 193 3q. mi. (122,200 scres)

Z Depth - Maximum 1,645 fr.; Average 989 fi

) Surface Temperatures - Max. 68°F; Min_ 41°F;
Only outiet - Truckes River st Tahoe City

! AND...

Loke Tohoe Is o3 long a3 the English Channel Is wide.
he Paname Conol, 700 feet wide and 50 feet deep, could
w» filled with Tahoe's water even if i circled the globe ot
he equator - and there would still be encugh water left
wer to fill o conal of the some size running from San
roncisco 10 New York. -
b 1 Lak e Tohce was tipped over, the water wou!dmr
q oldornio to o depth of 14% inches. (Texas would only be

overed fo a depth of 8% inches.) fry it, you'll ses.
. An averoge 1,400,000 fons of water (or one-tenth of
m Inch) evoporate every day. Thot's more than is relecsed
hrough the Truckee River, or enough to supply the daily
vater requirements of 3,500,000 people.
While ice moy somaetimes form olong shoreline inlets,
cke Tohoe has naver been known 1o freeze over.
drowning victims ore never recovered from
ni. Tohoe. The cold water at lower depths preserves the
prevents the formation of gases thot would
nherwise tioot them to the surfoce.

As an “interstote navigable waterwoy” Loke Tahoe Is
wotected by the U.S. Coast Guard (and Is rumored 1o be
he most desirecble Coast Guard duty m:llon In the
world).
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Gatekeeper Controlled
Tahoe’s Water Level

8y Carol Von Etten
Courtesy of North Loke Tahoe Historlel Society

Though many tributaries leed their dlmf offerings into
Loke Tohoe, the lower Truches River, co ing ot

NORTH TAHOE WEEX Through June 8. 1983 Pege 3

Leciures on olternate Monday evenings throughout the
wmmer, commencing on June 27th, with o talk by Juhe
Carville on “Wildtlowsrs of the Siesra,” ore part of the
museum’s expanding program of historical offerings. in
oddmon. severol instructional sessions in the ort of bashet

making from native matericls are scheduled for June 28,
ond July 11 ond 12. The museum s open daily, 11 a.m. t0 §
p.m. For further information obout exhibits. programs or
mambership In the North Lake Tohoe Historical Soclety.
contact the museum ot (916)583-1762.

Tahos City, Is the Loke’s only outlet, ond hos thus been the
focus of ottempts to ordiliciolly control the Loke level,
beginning with a erib dam built in 1870 by Col. A. Von
Schmidt.

In 1910, In anticipotion of the construction of a new
concrete dom, a log gotekeeper’s residence wos built on
the souvthern bank of the outlet. The new dam wos
completed In 1915, and W.5. Simmonds wos hired os the
first dam tender, The nine original floodgates (there ore
now 17) were operoted by hond-winch, based on
Simmonds® on-site observations of fiuctuations in the Loke
level. Monual odjustment of tha gotes continued until
1968, when computerized equipment was Installed,
eliminating the necessity of a resident gatekeeper by
transferring control of the system 1o Reno.

In Seplember of 1978, arson claimed the empty cobin. A
ten-year effort by the North Loke Tohoe Historical Soclety
fo acquire the 2% ocre grounds and obtain pcrminlm to
restore the cobin for use as o had

suffered on impossible setbock. But, os a result of the
untiring elforts of o few devoted members of the Scciety,
the historic dweliing wos rebullt In 1980 under the
direction of Art Thisde.

The cobin was dedicated in July of 1981, and today houses
a growing collection of historical artifocts and memora-
bilia, suppl ted this by several speciol loan
exhibits, including o 34” model of the Steomer Tchoe, o
collection of antique children's foys and gomes, ond o
colorful assortment of hoberdashery belonging to the
Pomin fomily.
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Owr_Jatce Here

Early Day Vacationers
Didn’t Have Much Choice

By Carol Van EHen
Courtery of North Loke Tahoe Historlal Soclety

Visitors to Tohoe's north shore this summer moy lind
themuelves bewildered by the myriad of choices available
with respect 10 lodging. The Sierra vocationer of 50 years
0go wos nol 50 overburdened, as an Imaginary motor trip
toward Crystol Bay from the Tahoe Clty “Y* will
demonatrate.

Following the highwoy through Tahoe City, on its
northeosterly course, the 1933 traveller come immaediately
upon Corl Bechdoll Sr.'s “Tahoe Inn* on the bluff above
Tohoe City's Commons Beoch. The 70.year-old siructure
was 1o burn 1o the ground the following Aprll, bul was
quickly rebuilt and managed 1o open for the 1935 summer

veoson. Today, the establishment Is known as Victorla
Station.

Heoding on over Dollar Hill, there wos litlle (save
coniter forest and scatiered private rasidences) 1o greet
the motorlst until he reached Carnelian Bay, where o hotel
ol the same name furnished lodging and meals,

Tohoe Vista was 1o litile developed In 1933 that the
_']"ﬂhborhnod hotel on that side was simply alluded 1o o3
Tahoe Vista," the word "hotel” being understood.

To the east, Kings Beach was sstoblishing Itsell as a
community. There, provisions had been mode for those
hardy campers who had braved oll manner of inconven-
lence on the auto ride 1o the loke over those 1933 roods
':P.’h“P‘ 50 years hoven't brought as many changes as one
would wish). Kings Beach had been subdivided Into 25-foot
lots or "tent sltes,” and for @ nominal down payment,
“property owners” could pitch their canvas dwellings on
wooden platforms and enjoy the convenlence of running
water, piped through o crude above-ground system to the
entire tract,

Continulng on the highway toward North Stateline, the
traveller would hove come upon Horry O. Comstock’s
“Brockwoy Hotel” {ond Hot Springs) ot the foot of the
Brockway grode, with on olready 60-year reputation
among heclthseekers as on ideal location to “toke the
cure” for all manner of physical cilments, The resort
offered swimming, golf, and riding, as well os fishing and
boating {and of course _t. restorative mineral waters).

——

" In those days, word of mouth and brochure odvertining
wara the primery sources of enficement fo the vacation
ctowd, The Tahos Tattler wos slill two seasons awoy fram
being reintroduced (alter a 53yeor histus) fo keeof
newsstonds, ond the “Tohoe-Slerra Association,” loter 1o
play an important role In familiorizing potential visitors
with Tahoe's many charmi, was still several years from
lormation. In the cbsence ol @ mouthplete, many latof
businessmen lurned winter attention fo thumping their
individual drums, for their own benelit ond thot of locol
commerce in general. In spite of the enthusiasm
generated by these local proprietors and by reterming
vocotioners, the regicn continued fo grow slowly wnti
ofter World War Il, when the lcke began 1o sxperience o
“boom” which halped 1o establish mony locol businesses
still in existence todoy, Nex! issue: a lour of west shore
lodgings of thol bygone era, and o discussion of some
other means of tronsportation to the loke ovailoble in
1933.

The sorly-doy vocationer attrocied by the lure of Dome
Fortune could find her plying her trade just up the grade.
Here, the north shore’s gaming Indusiry hod gotten
underway in rustic style with the opening of the ofignol
Cal-Neva Lodge in 1927. The lodge burned 10 the greund in
May of 1937, but was rebuilt In 31 days in ime 10 open for
the summaer season.

The lodgepole pine decor wos highkghted by mossive
oulcroppings of native granite. bordering en ndoor
sireom which was stocked with impressive specimens of
rainbow trout. The summer of 1933 wos the final gosp of
Prohibition, lor though the repeol of the 18th Amendment
hod been proposed in Februory of thot yeor, the fmal
ratilication did not occur until Decernber 5, ond in the
meoantimae, the nature of the liquid refreshments ot rhe
“lina,” os elsewhere, was dependent on the proximity of
the local law enforcement outhorities.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

June 12, 1901 - A post office wos officially estoblished ot
Lokeside (south stoteline)

June 15, 1887 - Bliss and Yerington's steom tug “Emeraid &
was lounched ot Glenbrook
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The View From The Slammer

By Carel Van Etten
Cawrtenry of the North Leke Tehoe Hlstericel Seciety

Contrally located just northeost of the Tohoe City *Y,"
Commons Beoch It o popular gathering ploce for lacoly and
visitors ollke. However, many may not be owore that of
one fime the plecsont erpome of beoch ond pienic
grounds wos occupied by the siructures of o number of
enterprives ond opecations, both public and privote.

Al one lime these incheded o 600" steamer pler (on which
sat JB. Combel’s “Custom House™ ond Davis ond
Hoewore's General Merchondise Store - loter Bliss” Tohoe
Marcontile). and a joil.

In 1900, the new norrow-gavge rodroad line loid by the
Loke Tohoe Roilwoy ond Tramsporiation Compony from
Trwckea 1o Tohoe City ond the Tohoe Tavern was In full
operotion. Maintenonce shops at the northeast end of the
Commons ware provided occess by a irestle which ron the
length of the Commons, making use of more than 15
rock-cribbed piers to spon the high woter. in the sorly
yeoars of this century, the beach wos hordly on inviting spot
for pitnickers. The tresposs of the railrood was tolerated
on the grounds that It woas on asset 1o local commerce of
olf kinds.

Mr, Bittencourt, who gave his nome to several trocts of
land north ond west of the golf course, had quitcloim
deeded 1he Commons to the people of Tahoe City prior 10
1900, ond following legol efforts 1o quiet Community Title,
the property come under the custodionship of the Superior
Court of Plocer County. Buildings ond other tongible forms
of tresposs were ordered removed within a fived time
limnit.

In Augus! of 1977, a bronch library hod opened in the old
Mavcontide building, by then the home of the Federated
Yomen's COub. The building went vp In flomes in Ocicber
of that yeor - a blare rumored 1o be incendiary in noture.

Shortly thereolter, o group of cititems founded o
non-profit organization for the purpose of constructing a
buildng on the Commons blufl fo house o Community
Center, post ollice, ond librory, The two-story frome
structure, designed ond built by Norman Moyfisld, wos
completed the following summaer, for on octuol cosh outloy
{much of the work wos doncted) of $6,000.

Since relocation of both the library ond the ‘post office,
the old Community Center building has provided accom-
modations for offices of the P.U.D. ond the Parks ond
Recrection Deporiment. Next door, the Tohoe City Fire
Stotion occupies the extreme socuthwest comer of the
Commons property. Both the original tenonts of the
Community Canter building and the Fira Protection District
waere cble 1o secure the blessings of the Superior Court on
the grounds that their presence benefitied the people of
Tohos Chy.

A block building of the base of the bluff, about 10
northeast of the Community Canter, ot one fime housed
the local jeil. AHording @ spectoculor view of the beoch
ond beyond, its repository of cosvol ond despercts
prisoner alike wos best suited 10 summer repose, the
structure being both unheated and without indoor
focilities, Comprising two cells, the hoosegow wos for
mony yeors the responsibility of ' Constcble (Deputy-

Coroner, {oiler) Hacry Johanson, who often 100k prisoners

across ihe sireet fo the Tohoe Inn lor their mecls. In 1964,
the present Shenif's Svbviation ond County olfices were
completed. The old joil remoins vecont,

South of the Commons, on lond which subsequently
become o Swedish Formhouse, wos the -
headquarters of Dot-So-Lo-Lee, the world-renowned
Woshos bosketmoker. From this site emanated mony
marvelous woven ond twined creations of hers ond her
severol companions. The purity of the clay deposit which
lies dirsctly ofishore wos olso the source ol o Woshoe
pottery monufactory ond outlet.

While special interssts confinue 1o seek The uvse of the
popular site for their own purpotes, commerciol develop
ment of the Commons hot been lowlully farbidden. The
long-standing efforts of the locol Americon Legion 1o
consiruct o Memorial Focility on the locotion have been
opproved by the Court, but await release of funds by the
County. The proposed siructure would include an Indoor
sports center fo benelit the youth of the community - @
voluoble ouset 1o winler recreotion.

In spite of the sxtentive development of surrounding
lond, the Tohoe City Commons confinues to provide o
convenient reireal for the snjoyment of ofl - o pleasam
return from the days when commaerciol activity threatened
to rob the community of one of its chisf naturol ossers.
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North Tahoe Dining
50 Years Ago

By Curol Van Etten
Courtesy of the Nerth Loke Tohoe Historkel Soclety

tating esloblishments in and around the Tahoe City of
tilty years ogo did not preseni the beleaguering
clternatives locing the contemporory diner. In 1933, the
old Tahoe Inn represented the only “dinner house” In the
fown proper, supplemented by two “sandwich shops” on
the main boulevard.

"Bannle's Inn," operoted by Olga {"Bennie”) ond BIll
Mayhew, hod its beginnings cbout 1911 in o tent next door
to (downhill from) the Tohoe Inn. The sutcess of the
snlerprise soon justilied a more permanent structure, ond
a white frame bullding grodually took the ploce of the
eriginol convos. The salery was popular with the rollrood
men « the LT.R, & T's tracks still crossed Common's Beach,
ond their terminol yard ond maintenance shops lay o short
hike ocross the road, Feoturing homemade opple and
raisin pies and 3 cent cofles, “Bennle’s” wos delinitely o
“hot spot” of the day.

Another well-established business In 1933 was "The
Squirrel House.” This building. originally the Bickiord
lomily residence, wes built In 1912 and sat behind Sodie
Bicklord Morrow's lormer home (now “Ed Friel's Contem.
porory Styles”), The Krone tomily subsequently purchased
the Bicklord house, and in the low-waler year of 1924 took
odvaniage of the ready-made clieniele generated by the
major local construction project of that summer, underway
ot the lake outlet « that of instolling a huge temporory
pump system ond sandbag horseshoe around the mouth
of the oullet in an sffort to convey waler over the naturel
sondstone rim and into the dry bed of the Truckee River,
“The Squirrel House" continued to be a popular haunt lor
several years therealter, ond the building remained on the
Tohoe City shyline until 1963

Loke Forest wos (ond remains) the destination lor a
superb Italian dinner. George ond Josephine Bacchl's
produce stands « one neor the Tahoe Inn and another In
Loke Forest « ware the lamily's eriginal venture. But by
1932, Mrs. Bocchi's spaghetti had sarmed such o wide ond
glorious reputation that a smalll restaurant (on the site of
Snyder Lumbaer) was opened on & "drop-In” basis. The
following year, the menu hod been sxpanded to include
several other entrees. From her teens, daughter Sarah
was a malor foctor in the success of the business, making
the rovioli heresell ond overseeing the many other
tantolizing machinations of the kitchen,

It wos several yeors ofter the establishment of
“Bacchi's” that another premiere dinner house began to
tahe shape on the west shore. What is now "Clementine’s”
hod its beginnings a3 the privote residence of Mr, ond Mrs,
Everett Prusso, whose prior restourant experience hod
been o highly successful venture in Atherton. The Prussos
first camped on the site ("o seting of quiet charm on Ward
Creek”) In 1920, and In 1926 purchased the land ond built o
small home. Following neorly o decade of planning and
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preparation, they opened ‘Fryssa's Porast inn. and 1
jmmadiately became ‘the™ place tn ga lat an elegam
luntheon or dinner

A lew miles lorthet wauth (8t the porth and of
Homewood where the Farils 1ohoe Realty aifice 18 perw
locoted), Ben Callendar's " The Hul' woe @ lavs futrnal but
squally popular eatery and bor, Bens deficiovs hom
butgers are well remembered by thase wha made ' The
Hul' o s1op on thelt way back to fown efter o darce of
Meeks Bay, Moana Villa or the Homewood Hetel, and the
Inscription obove the bar . “IITYWYBAD” + wos on armsing
source of revenue lor the proprietor, To Inquiries ehau!
the meaning ol the curiows ¢ryptogroph, the I':on-nd-r
would reply, "Il 1 fell you, will you buy @ drink ¥

In 1924, o restaurant had besn built ar' Mo:'my, nn:l
though it catered peimarily 1o guests staying arort,
its teputation for pleasantly.oppointed dining with ©
spectaculor view (the dining room was buih directly on the
beach) drew customers from o much larger areo, olfering
breakfast, lunch and dinner in the eorly years o s

opetation,

Resorts ond hotels of 1933 generally provided meals for
thelr own guests, ond the ensuing decade saw the
estoblishment of many new restaurants, but filly yeors
ogo, the tourlst in search of a meal was lorgely
unencumbered with the waighty decision of where fo eal,
and could expect the finest culsine for somathing less than
$3 per parson, Including grotuity.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY} od : S e Bt
June 1, 1934 - The gos powered cruises 3
coptained by Daniel M, Brodehl, took over the mail
contract irom the steamer “Tahos,” marking the beginning
ol the end cof the era of Tohoe steamers.
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You Auto Be Glad

By Carol Von Etten
Courtesy of the North Lake Tohoe Historical Society

Visitors to the Loke Tohoe orea have no doubt noticed
{perhaps with abrupt suddenness) the deterioration of
local highways in the waoke of a record-setting winter, and
may have experienced onnoying delays at vorious points
in their travels around the loke.

Road conditions during the winter season generaled o
lively verbal competition between rival “teams” In Tahoe
City and Truckee [closely lollowed by readers of Letters 1o
the Editor in local popers), with eoch team claiming the
dubious honor of having the deepest and leost-navigable
potholes in their respective fowns. An article appearing in
the Tohoe World lost spring reported o car “losing both
front tires ol the midway bridge between Squaw Valley
and Alpine Meadows,” ond another cor “losing two tires
on the passenger side of the car while driving In Tahoe
City.”

Fortunotely, these obstocles 1o reasonable heodway are
under repair, but their existence colls to mind the days
when the pace of trovel was not so convenlent,

The lirst automobile in the Loke Tohowe Bosin orrived in
1911. Prior to that time, visitors relied on roll and stoge
service 1o reoch the lake. Southern Pocific rail had
surmounted Donner Summit In 1868, immeasurably
improving access os for os Truckee, In 1900, a
narrow-gauge line wos completed from there to Tohoe
City and the Tohoe Tavern. With this improvement, o
relatively comioriable journey could be made 1o any point
on the loke, os the tracks ron oul onto the Tovern's
one-quorter mile trestle pier, where fravelers cculd board
the steamer “Tahoe,” which circled the lake stopping ot all
then-existing resorts,

There ware, of course, the hardy few who chose 10
brave the bone-ratiling trip down the west shore on the
byway of the doy, known os the Tahoe City, McKinney's
and Meeks Boy Toll Road. This was completed in
mid-summer, 1893, the construction work having been
performed by a group of about 100 Chinese laborers
(whose experience in estoblishing the roodbed for the 5P
line over Donner Summit well-qualilied them for the new
task). The toll rood generally followed an existing Indian
troil, and was mointained by the Toll Road Compony for 10
yeors, ot which time the inconvenience of the original
right-of-woy near the Tavern coused a rerouting. A further
reroufing neor the Tavern during ifs proprietorship by Mait
Green established the present course of the highway.

Snow removal was up to the locol residents In those
days, and parties set out from Truckee ond Tohoe City
obout the first of April each year to sond the rood over
Donner Summit os well os the rail line connecting the tweo
towns, which followed the Truckee River. The late E.H.

_ “Ernie” Pomin, a lifetime resident of the Bosin, described -

onnual effort 1o speed up the natural melting process
tofally volunteer, using sand (sometimes buried under
fee! of snow) 1aken from hillsides and under Irees
darker the sand, the faster the snow would melt”) on
" fracks. A week's work (oll by hand) was

O o s
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usually sutficient to reach “Billy's,” o way stetion ond bar
located near the present site of Big Chief Lodge (about 2
miles north of the Squaw Valley enirance), where the
Tohoe City group wos somelimes mel by Truckee's
contingent.

What would seem a monumenlal effort today was
considered o hord-sarned blessing of no small conse-
quence to local residents in the eorly doys of the century,
hastening the return of occess with the outside world by @
week or 10 days, The 1oll rood which also connected the
two towns was allowed 1o clear itsalf with the coming of
the summer season. .

The rood around Emerald Bq-y #93 opened in 1913
through the efforts of a deterryined .gentlemon by the
nome of Bonberry (by whose nomé the road was originally
known) and loter Jim Dohey. The late Gearge Murphy, o
waes! shore pioneer, described the rood as being one-way,
“with turning-out places to wail for o car 1o pass if it could
be seen dawn the road. In those days, il three outomabiles
possed over the rood in a day, It wos considered a
“crowd.”

Another obstocle 1o around-the-loke travel hod been
overcomae half a century before with the completion of the
Loke Bigler Toll Rood in August of 1863, This 14-mile
streich of highway between Zephyr Cove and Virginia City
skiried the lower side of Cove Rock. One mile of the
tharoughfare, which included o 100-foot irestle bridge
below the site of the presen! tunnel, cost $40,000 to
complete, exceading even the later Emerald Bay portion of
the “Rim of the Lake Highway" in difficulty ond expense of
construction. The preseni roule of the highway is through
a 200-foot tunnel which was blasted through the granite
‘cave” (lorgely destroyed in the process) in 1931,
occording to E.B. Scolt, author of The Soga of Lake Tohoe.

So, Mr. and Mrs, Motorlist, lemper your displeasure with
the delays and inconveniences you may experience in your
vacalion travels with o thought about what a similar trip
would hove been like in the days when oll the highwoys
were of dirt and gravel, and borely wide enough for two
automobiles to pass, and . . .enjoy the scenery!
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By Corol Veon Erten
Courtesy of the North Leke Tahoe Historlcal Soclety

Heodwind? Break et ! Elephant Band? from these namaes
by which local bonds have chusen to identify themselves, it
would seem thol musk of the 1980 does nal Indlude
lomance among [ts otiributes. (Mefal, thankiully, does not
iepteduce Iisell.) Howeyet, tha dance bands and

orchastras which “played the Loke duting the summers |

between The Gieal Depiession ond World Wor Il were
very inuch conceined with the romantic mood, and in the

rawhen 5win1 wos King, o lorge number of musicions -
romi the notionally-known artists to college boys ouf 1o
soini thelt winter pin money - entertained the ennuol
trowds,

The ¢redentialy ol each band were highly touted, any
network radio of movie sxperience recaiving mention in
the blliling. For the 1937 seascon, the lsolured ool ot
1o-Neva Ho (o bar.casing and founge ot Crystal Bay) was
|r1l|;l1lil1 doncing to “the clever music ol the populor
Beoc

yi" [no relatlon 1o Brion Wilson's group) who |

e e e

wate, clolmed the od, "widely hnown for theit mation .

plclutes.” Equally pridelul of thelt top billing, the Tohoe .

lovein's Coral Bar ond Green Room In July of 1938 was
lwluﬂng Cleo Brown, "sensational coloted Pionist and
Song Stylist , ., late of Rudy Vollese ond Fred Allen
ptogroms. "

e e

The dance ot Bijou (held in an estoblishmant variously *

known os Bal Bljou Club and Club Bol Bijoy) was for mony
summat seasons considered fo be one of The two tenters
ol swing on the south shore (the othei being Globin's
over-waiet "Chalef”). In the banner year of 1934, Freddie

Nagel and his 14 plece “collegiate orchestra” opened the
Bijou season, and were scon ougmented by the speciol -

guesl appearance of Eddie Duchin, who nohfied the
management In advance that he would ploy Chopin's

MNoctutne In E Flat, ta stifle observations which limited his |

talent to the popular field,

Also appearing ot the Loke during thaf 1936 season was
the oichestra of Dick Jergens, whose first engagements ot
Tohoe hod been played in the late 1920's a) Meeks Bay. In
thase eatly doys, Jergens led a three piece combo which
featured a saxophone, a drummer, and his own
mellophone, an Instrument resembling a French horn (but
with the keys on lop a3 with g trumpet) « rarely seen in
such o imall combo (of that or any othar era).

Duilng the tourse of the evening's entericinment, o
butket would be lowered on o rope from the open-beam,
knotly pine tafters ol the resorf's dance hall -
entauragement fo the dancers fo lighten thelr pockets oif

encouragement 1o the doncers 1o lighten their pockets of
any paper of metal ojbects which might be impeding their
gyrotions on the floor.

By aboul 1933, Jergens had estoblished his own Swing
Band, expanding on his college-day summer expenence
In that yeor he played such dates os the Pasadena Civic
Auditorium, though his engogements were principally in
the Boy Area,

The lyric to Jergen's thems song. 'Daydreoms (Come
True ot Night)"”, was originolly sung by S1on Noonan (o pop
and semi-classical vocalist olso widely known in the Son
Francisco area). Loter Eddie Howard (ovthor of “Carelesy’
ond later 0 maestro in his own nght) supplied the vocols
for Jergens,

There were other bondlecders ond orthts whore
popularity wos of o more local noture. Gene Englonder
held sway ot Bal Bijou for the 1937 season. loter moving to



The bondstond ot the Cal-Neva, circa 1940. We suspect that the
bendioader s someone well-known, but none of ve st NORTH TANOE
WEEK is old encugh te remember whe it ls. Do you? [Phate courtesy

of North Lake Photo, Tahoe City.]

the Tavern's Corolounge, where his orchesira wos a
flixture as late os 194]. Buddy Moleville was ancther
bandleader whose popularity proved portoble, working
the 1938 seoson at Bal Bijou, and then splitting the
following season belween tha! stand ond the one af
Stateline Country Club.

Floorshows were in vogue during the seasons of the late
1930's, advertising such top-billing lavorites as Anson
Weeks (af the Stateline Country Club in June of 1939) ond
at the "Castle in the Air” (Cal-Neva), "the sweel swinging
thythms of Colly Holden and His Orchestra

The vorlety acts of the doy were true to their names. An
up-and-coming ventriloquist by the nome of Poul Winchell
was appearing at the Stateline Couniry Club in July 1939,
following a limited engogement by the Ambassadoreties
("America’s Prettiest Girl Acrobats”) and John Tio and His
Tolking Parrot. On the same stage in July of 1941, the bill
included such notable performers os Fran Ryan ("Sensa-
tional Comedy Sopranc”), Barbee ond Gray ('Outstanding
Comedy Ballroom Dancers”) and Patti Colletie ('The
Darling of the Dance World'). Poul Chubb deftly
manipulated Bal Bijou's Electric Hommond Orgon during
that 1939 summer season.

Music, then as now, wos an essential ospect of locol
anteriginment. But those who can siill recoll dancing to the
melodies of those groups and artists os occupied the
stands on those moonlit evenings of another era have o
treasure which has perhops been lost in the flicker of the
strobe.

By the author of the weekly column
Bunahoettentage:
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Ow. Jatce

Dot So La Lee

By Carol Van Etten
Courtesy of the North Lake Tohoe Historical Socisty

On the curve of lond which comprises the northern bank
of Tohoe's Truckes River cutlet, on @ wooden Hoor with the
materiols of her lobor spread of the perimaters of her
voluminous skirts, on Indion woman often used 10 sit with
her fromt door open 1o catch the light necessary for the
tineness of her work. Here, beside the lopping waters. she
wen! aboul her task ol weaving baskefs ot a sieady,
untiring pace, enlisting fingemails, awl. lips, and teeth 10
subdue the nature of the willow, birch ond fern.

Debuda wos the Indian woman's given name, meaning
“the quiet one,” but her chosen weaving name - Dot 5o La
Lee - is the one by which she is best known. Though it hos
been written thot this nome is tronslated “Big Hips,” the
claim - in view of her great vanity - is merely atymological
coincidence. The nome wos octually derived from that of
Dr. S.L. Lee, the firs! odmiring white man to loke on
interest in her work.

It was common proctice omong the Indians to foke the
namas of Iriends or smployers - not wishing 1o reveal their
given nomaes to the white man - and her appropriation of
his nome speaks of an odmiration and friendship which
wos ldelong. Her los piece of work waos the repoir of o
Poiute basket belonging 1o the doctor, who greally
odmired her works, nol only collecting, bu! cataloging
soch trecsure os he ocquired it.

Another admirer of her work was Abe Cohn, whose
parents Dol S0 Lo Lee worked for in Monitor (Alpine
County) in 1871. Cohn operoted the Emporium in Carson
City, and begon selling her boskets there about 1895. He
recognized the artistry of her work, and soon provided her
with a house o1d keep in exchange for her baskets. Cohn

i d o regi of her woven pieces. His notes
include information on stitches. colors, size, legend, time
in weaving, ond each of the 120 baskes he calalogued ore
prefixed with the initiols LK., denoting Luisa Keyser, the
nome Do So Lo Lee took when she married Chorley Keyser.

Al the beginning of eoch summer, Dot S0 Lo Lee,

Lois Focha disploys the Dat So Lo Les (Also spelled
Dot 5o La Lee) baske! now being exhibited at the
Gatekeeper's Mussum, Tohoae City.

Charley. ond her little dog would make the trip over the
pass from Corson. They would cross the loke by steomer to
Tahoe City. where Jeremiah “Johnny™ Hurley's boath

ot the mouth of the Truckee River hod been rented by Cohn
for their use. Cohn hod two summer curio shops ot the
Loke - one ot the Tohoe Tavern and one around the curve
of land northeas! of the boathouse (neor the south
b dory of C Beoch), from which he built o
boordwalk connecting it with the boathouse.

Those who troversed the wooden causeway ocross the
intervening marshlonds ware nof always respectful of the
orlist ot work, oblivious or unconcerned with har ability to
comprehend their rude observations about her amgple

proportions, poor grommar, or lock of decniiness. Do So
Lo Lee's sensilivity wos affronted many times. as recolied
by Lillion Vernon Forr, whose mother once poid @ wisk o
the boathouse 1o find the woman in leary. B seemed the
previous visitors - hwo while women who had left Ther
manners of home - hod colled her dirty. Mrs. Vernon wos
at length oble 1o console the mystitied Dot So La Lew, who
continued 1o protest. “Me nof dirty. Me put on clean dress
this morning.”

Cohn's entrepreneurial cbilities soon spreod the fome of
Dot S0 Lo Lee's skill, and, in 1918, he ond his fearful charge
travelled by train to the 5i. Louis Exposition, whers she
and her boskets were disployed for the first fime before on
odmiring or! world.

An oppreciation for Indian art - ith ding @
continued contempt for the oriist - wos growing during the
eorly 1920's. ond the superior skill evident in Dot So La

in

Lee's baskets soon begon fo co d four-digit pri

Yel. she continued to live out her

employ of Abe Cohn, weaving the legends of the Washo
people inte beoutitul, mathematicolly-intricate creations
1o odorn the homes of white pecple who hod no trus
oppreciotion of the dying culture the baskets represented,
nor of the patient and gitted weaver who believed that her
hands were spirituolly guided in their machinations with
the reed ond fibre.

In her later years, Dot So La Lee suffered lrem dropsy.
and in late October of 1925, refusing the belp of o white
doctor, she sought out insteod o Woodfords medicine
maon. Tom Walker, to oversee o four-doy pre-death ritucl
(the Washa version of the “lost rites™) which she believed
would renew her spirit for its final days of earthly work.
Refreshed by this vigil, she returned to complete those
smoll tasks still ot hand. and on December &, 1925, she
died.

Oldest of a proud sorority of Wosho bosketmokers
(some of whose skills moy hove equalled her own), she
remains the best-known of o group which included hec
sister-in-law Ceese. Lizzie Pelers, Jennie Bryont Shaw.
Tillie Sncoks, Lena Dick, Lillie Jomes, Moggie Mayo James
ond Sarah Jim Mayo. Her legocy is rich both for its artistry,
ond for the light it sheds on the story of the Washo pecple
prior 1o the innundation of their culture by white men. It is
not so very difficult 10 believe, ‘when viewing one of her
many msterpieces, that a spirit of wondrous strength did
indeed guide her dainty hand 1o its great work.

(A Dot So La Lee basket on loon from Mrs. Lois Focha
may be viewed ot the Gatekeeper's Cobin museum
through July 30.)
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Our Tahoe Horitage

Sierra Hollywood

By Carel Van ftten
Ceuriesy of the North Leke Tehoe Historicol Soclety

Loke Tahoe's scenic beauty has, for more than o century,
enjoyed fome of international proportions. Mork Twain's
1871 travel book, Roughing It, wos the first publicatien 1o
bring the loke to the attention of recders oround the
world, highlighting the outhor's expariences ot the Icke in
the eorly 1840s ond extolling the virtues of the reglon,

Since thot time, omoteur ond prolessional artists clike
have llocked to the basin In vain sfforts 1o caplure the
marvels of this celestiol body of water ond its beautitul
surroundings. The fledgling motion picture industry was
quick fo turn i1s attention to Tahoe's rore landscopes,
which, aver the years, have been the breathicking
bockdrop lor @ considerable number of films.

The first of these In the Tohow area, occording to on
orticle appeoring In the August 11, 1937 Issue of the Loke
Tahoe News, wos "Son of the Stars.™ "Numberous scenes,”
says the News "ware shof five miles below the Tahoe
Toevern on the Truckee River neor Rompart, Warren
Kerrigon wos leoding man and the Tahoe City comp of the
movie people was named “Camp Kerrigon.” Indions
played on imperiant part In the picture, o ploneer-type
Hicker, One night o lot of us tell in the river during scens
shooting when some horses stumbled. The woler was
COLD. The month wos Moy ond snow wos still on the
ground in patches.”

"Rose Marie.” M-G-M's 1935 extravoganza storring the
*maellitlvous duo of Jeanstte MocDonold ond Nelson Eddy,
‘Is perhaps the best known of Tohoe's eorly films.
Employing a huge cosl ol extros—many of whom were
local residents—the picture was onother of the many
vehicles used during the period 1o showtase the vocal
tolents of the populor pair, ond was tet in the Greal
Northwaest (at thot time a locole of rugged intrigue 1o the
tilm audience), with Mr. Eddy cast os o Canadion Mountie.

In addition 1o the much-photegrophed set a1 Emerold
Bay [on the northwes! shore near Nelson L. Salters'
Emerald Bay Resort), several other locations waere
employed in the lilming. The Christmas issue of the Tohos

_Tuﬂl‘or:unlll that @ "quaint French Canadion villoge was

Poge 21 ,
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comiructed on the shores ol Cornelion Bay. It wos here
that the major port of the drama wos produced . . .other
sienat wars phologrophed ot Emarald Bay, Cornelian
Loke, and In the Five Lokes in the Rubicon vicinity.”

Props for the picture become great irecsures among the
locals, ond totem poles used In tome scenes eventually
found homes of Lokeview Lodge In Emerald Bay ond in
front of Bechdolt's Tahoa Inn in Tahoe City. The same Issue
of the Tattler describes the gift of the mossive corvings o3
“o groclovs gesture from the M-G-M officials In
oppreciotion for the cooperation lent by the Bechdol!
orgonization during the filming . , .~

Anather local resident who had o hand in the success of
the production wos Joke Obexer, who, in the summaer
prior 1o shotting, hod given o party of M-G-M scouts a boat
four ol potentlal locations, and loter served as marine
chautleur for William Van Dyke, director of the
high-oltitude spectocle. Herb Obexer relates thot his
father's Involvement with the picture hod @ happy ending.
During the filming, It hod been Joke's ossignment fo loke
his Gar Wood speedboat to Zephyr Cove eoch morming
{whaere Mr, Von Dyke wos lodged) and deliver the director
1o that day's location. A frisndship developed between the
two men, and when the shooting of the loke was
concluded, Mr. Von Dyke thonked Joke for his excellent
services, presenting him with a copy of the novel Trader
Horn, an adoption of which was 1o be the director’s next
lilm. Joke wos a bit disoppointed ot what he felt 1o be o
somewha! meager grotuity, However, in the course of
reading the novel, he had ‘occosion 10 olter his original
ossessment, turning a page fo discover g check made out
to him in the omount of $5,000.

Countless films of the 1930's ond 40's employed the
sweeping arure vistas of the loke for their backgrounds.
“Lightnin’,” a Will Rogers pictures of the sarly 1930,
included scenes shot o1 Cascoda Loke and Col-Neva Lodge,
where the mossive rock which hod been incorporoted inte
the old lodge {removed when it was rebuilt following the
1937 fire) wos a local polnfﬁo_f_l_h_obollng at that location,

Sierra Hollywood cont’d.

Cloud scenes for the M-G-M film “The Good Earth,” on
adaption of Pearl 5. Buck's popular novel, were shot In the
basin and the Corson Valley in 1935,

A Universal Studios film about the 1811 John Jocob Astor
tur hunt starring Nigel ond Carol Bruce, Walter Brennan,
and Franchot Tone, wos filmed primarily at Incline Beoch,
whare, the Tattler reported, "o log stockade and Chinook
indion villoge were seitings , . .™

e o e e

—

The films mentioned here ore representative of those ~

made o! Tohoe. In more recent times, "Godfather 1"
which used the Tohoe Pines estote of Henry J. Kalser
("Fleur du Loc™) as one of its locations, Is remembaered by
locals who participated in the filming. Howsever, with the
march of “progress,” local vistas which have not been
encroached upon by the “improvements™ of man become

fewer ond farther batween, forcing the filmmaker to more

postorel locations,
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Private Lands Go Public

By Carel Van tHen
Caurtesy of the North Leke Tehoe Historical Society

The chenging prafile of lund use in the Lake Tchoe Busin
hus, In recent yeors, leaned decidediy loward the public
dumain, Cloims to basin lands by vorious govermnmen!
entities and cyencies now represent approximately &7
percent of the Lahe Tahue watershed, including gbout 60
percent of shareline property.

With the intent of preserving lor luture generations their
partion of Tahoe's pastoral wealth, a number of thoughtiul
landowners have, over the years, donated or sold to the
WS Forest Service [at socnficial discounts) their large
lakeshore holdings, some of the property finding use as
state parka or compgrounds.

Public ocquisition of these lands has Influenced the
density o population In the basin by severely limiting the
arwa avollable to private Interesis.

Three instances of personal benavolence, accounting for
saveral thousand publically-held ocres, are notable on the
wast shore. Earliest of these gifts, a donation of 744 acres
at Rubicon Point by Mr. and Mrs. Duane LeRoy Bliss in
1929, became D.L. Bliss State Pork (eventually comprising
957 ocres). The park Includes 14,640 test of shoraline,
extending south os for as Emerald Boy's Eagle Point,
teaturing miles of scenic trails and a broad expanse of
white sand beach.

The world-fomous summer residence of Lora Moore
Knight ot the head of Emerold Bay (including the islond)
become o part of the public domoin through the
benavolent etiorts of Harvey West, o Plocerville lumber-
man ond philanthropist. "Vikingsholm® (as the authen-
tically reproduced Scandinavian castle is known) ond Its
239-gcre grounds had become the property of Nevoda
rancher Lawrence Holland following Mrs. Knight's death in
1945. Hollond ownaed the property for a little over o yeor
betore selling 1o Mr. West, who, In turn, offered Mrs.
Knight's original acreage (along with odjocent prior
holdings of his own) 1o the Stote of California in return for
half the lond's opproised value. This Itronsaction was
completed in 1953, and the residence and grounds ore now
maintained by the state park system.

Anather west shore residence which subsequently
become state property was the Ehrman estate, locoted on
Sugor Pine Poinl. It wos here in 1900 that work was
completad on lsalas Hellman's "Pine Lodge,” o residence
of truly groand proportions. On Hellman's death, the
property passed into the ownership of his daughter, Esther
Ehrman (Mrs. Cloude Lozord). Mrs. Lazord sold her
fomily's 1,969-ccre estote (which Included substantial
haldings west of Highway 89) to the state in 1965

In 1970, os o result of increasing agency damands
regarding operation of private commerciol ventures, the
Kehlet family sold their 50-ysar-old Meeks Bay Resor! to
Maoceo Corporation (a subsidiary of Penn Central Railread).,
Soon cher, finencial problems of the parent compeny
coused suspension of plans for a highrise condominium
project on the site, leaving the future of the popular resort
in doubt, until Palo Allo Industrialist, and long-time
summaer resident, Williom Hewlett put up $3.1 million os o
holding cction against such development in the bay. The
Forest Service ocquired the property from Hewlett in 1974,
ond subsequent use hos been os o public campground

Yome property awners whose Intent w! privote
ownarship were thwarted by the pervistence of tha Fered
Service have became unwilling benelactory uf the
public-at large. Chief amang these was Geurge Whitefl
who lost 5,300 ocres of his entensive Nevada shoreine
heldings to the USFS in g 1947 cendemnation swit [he
Nevodo state government compenated Whitte!l $1 million
for thiy ysurpation of his property. which has since been
lurned Info o state park.

I ks notewarthy that private land contmues to kne
ground agaim! the encroachment of gavernment on alt
levels, competing with private enterprise for viskare
dollars while limiting the individucl's obility ta make
private use of the land or sustoin the added tas burden
brought about by the deletion of such large ocreoges from
the 1ax rolls.

The $85 millicn state bond oct passed in the 1982 general
election, which promised 1o buy out “environmentally
fragile™ londs In private ownership in the Tahoe Basin,
seems 1o hove hil o snog In recen! weeks. A question of
increasing perplexity in the minds of mony i il such
Irogile lands are considered unuscble by the private lond
ownaers, 1o what possible use will the same londs be put by
government? Implementation of the terms of the buyout
plon would ostensibly involve the purchase and fencing ot
of these “frogile™ private holdings, benefiting the former
p;';)pcrty awners financlally bul the generol public not ot
all.

Another potential detrimant of implementing thesa
voter-approved policies would be the necessity of
odjusting county fax rolls to compensate the loss of
revenues from these formerly private londs. Al the
present fime, Nevoda's Douglas County, focing bankruptcy
from the diminished tax base, Is sueing the TRPA in on
allempt to recover the lost revenues, ond other counties in
the basin are contemplating similar action. Future public
ocquisition of private londs, whether through phidan-
thropic or legislated means, would seem o problematic
endeavor at best.
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sttor:c Szte Preservauon

By Corel Von Itten
Courtesy of the N.ﬂll Leke Tohoe Histerical Saclety

This summer's demolition of Blyth Arena, site of the
hockey ond sketing events of the 1960 Winter Olympics of
Squow Valley, may generate o renewed concern
over the lost-disappearing londmarks with which locols
ond visitors olike associate the Loke Tahoe area,

Awarensss on the port of the general public ond vocal
opposition by a group ol concerned citizens was
insutficient to rescue this historic atructure « engineering
morvel ol onother generation « from the ossiduous
odvonce of “progress.” Blocktop will 1oon obliterale any
troce of the building, making room for more cors ond more
people (whose oppreciotion of the international signiti-
conce of their vocetion playground must now be through
photogrophic record ond memory).

Sometimes the loss of a tongible piece ol our local
heritoge Is through a slow ond comporatively painless
process ol erosion, and sometimes through swift and
unexpected couses. In September of 1978, o single week
sow the destruction of two historic west shores structures
by orson. First 1o burn wos the Gatekeepers Cabin ot the
Loke's outlet In Tohoe City « an tha eve of finol legal efforts
ol the North Lake Tahoe Historical Soclety to purchase the
site for use o8 a museum ond pork, Furor and dismay over
this thoughtless act wos intensified the following week
when the Meeks Bay Lodge ond Post Office Building.
dating to the 1920's, wen! up In Hlomes.

Tireless efforts by Historicol Society members roived
sutficient funds for the reconstruction of the Gatekeeper's
Cobin. However, Fores! Service plons did not Include
rebuilding &1 the Meeks Bay structure, ond once ogain
maemory must sulfice the reminiscent.

Some polnts of historical interest - many within a block
of the highway - remain hidden treasures, sxcspt 1o the
few who are familior with their silent storles. Such a cose
is the Murphy cabin, built in 1908 of the Meeks Bay heod of

I

the TohosYosemite Troi. This log structure, with Ih
notive stona fireploce and timeworn boord floory, Is on the
typically-massive scale of ploneer dwellings,

The Murphy brothers hod lirst tome to Meehs Bay In
June ol 1872, where they opened @ dairy (the orea
subsaequently become known o “Buttermilk Bay™), By
oboul 1874 or 1877, oll available timber in the boy hod
been felled ond "boomed™ to the Glenbrook mifls, so thot
the surrounding property - now o shody, occluded hiflside -
of that lime offorded a sweeping ponoroma ol the
shoreline. Still owned by descendonts of the pioneer
fomily, the cobin Is within easy view of the highwoy,
across from the formaer site of the Meeks Boy Theoter
Building (torn down by the Forest Servike lollowing
collopse of the roof in AprH of 1975).

The disregard for history demonitrated by the most
recent remcdeling of Constable Harry Johonion's former
residence (nex! door to North Loke Photo in Tohoe City)
represents another means by which pleces of the past
become lost, This structure, originally built in Glenbrook
as o residence lor the Sumpter fomily, wos moved by
borge 1o Tohoe City during the relocation of the Bliss
lumbaering operations around the turn of the century, ond
later become Constoble Johanson's home.

The mossive stone fireploce. with Its hond-corved
inscription bldding guests o warm welcome, waos
incorporated Into the plan of the building's first
commarcial use (Tomfcolerys™), but has sodly disap-
peored from the current decor, taking with It a chorm
which no amount of fanfare ond trumpeting con hope to
revlore,

Constable Johanson's accupational predecessor, Robert
Montgomery Wotion, was builder and owner of another
structure In Tohoe City, currently threotened with
Irreversible deterioration. Watson, who first arrived in
Tahoe City in 1875, left the basia for the Yukon goldfields
in 1897, returning several years later to toke a prominent
ploce In the development of the town. Among the
structures built by Watson were a school fon the present
site of the Papper Tres Inn) In 1895, the log cobin which
now houses The Potter's Wheel (designated os o historic
site), and the "20 Below Discovery Cobin,” a little-known
structure situated on Tohoe Strest In the shodow of the
Pepper Tree Inn ond phone compony buildings in Tohos
City. The cabin, a replica of the dwelling built by Watson
during his residence in the Yukon, seems in donger of
neglectiul decoy; weeds in the surrounding yard lurnishing
the only opparent sign of life.

Misplocement of priorities, malice, and Mother Noture
often seem to join hands to bring obout the loss of local
treasures, bul none of these couses is 10
regretiobly destructive os the ravoges brought about by
opathy. The uttering ol exclomations over the lotest loss
must give way to soma constructive action bafore what s
not alreody lost becomes 1o, The process of recovery ond
restoration of what can still be preserved is tedious, ond ot
times unrewarding. Yet, the axiom “nothing ventured,
nothing goined™ wos never truer thon in the cose of our
locol trecsures, 03 a visit to the site of one of thee
remaining pleces of history will prove to onyone who will
toke @ moment 10 pay one.
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Anniversary of “Tahoe” Sinking

By Carol Van Etten
Courteny of the North Loke Tahos Histerlcal Soclety

Since this week s the anniversary ol the scultling of the
Steamer “Tohoe,” it seems oppropriate thot a lew words
be sold obout the linal days of the grond old ship, Desl
known of the steamers which plied the Lake between 1062
ond 1940, wos the Bliss lomily's "Tohoe." She proudly
relgned on “Queen ol the Loke" lor lour decades, ond
continues to be the subject ol myslery, legend, and
controverty 43 years ofter her sinking,

The “Tohoe" carried mall during the summer season
from the time of her lounching on June 24, 1896 through
the lall of 1933. (One of severol smaller steamars - usuolly
the Bliss lomily's "Nevoda™ - wos used lor mall delivery
ond limited possenger service during the winter months.)
By the eorly 1930, grodual Improvement of basin
highways and the consequen! inllux ol auto trollic had
begun to diminish the importance ol boal travel, Tahoe's
splendid pleosure resorts hod seen their heyday around
the turn of the century and were lading lrom prominence,

On July 1, 1934, the contract to carry the mall wos
aworded fo Coptoin Donlel Martin Brodehl, whose
gos-powered crulser, the “Marion B.."” represented a
financlally feasible means of operating the marine postal
roule on a year-round basis.

And so, excep! for several special charler excursions
during the two seasons which followed loss of the mail
controct, the “Tahoe" sat idle, becoming such a whar-side
fixture at the Tohoe City maintenance yards thot the Tohoe
Tattler of August 20, 1937 remorked: "Although countless
picture postcards beor witness to the conirary, there ore
visitors who wonder if “that boat over there ever ran on
Tohoe." Enamored ol her brass filtings ond ornote
accouterments, vandals took them for souvenirs, leaving
in their steod on undignitied orray of litter, graltfiti, ond
filth.

The Steamer had become the property of the Lake Tahoe
Development Company in a liquidation of the Bliss west
shore interests in 1927, but a potential sale of the ship for
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scrap aroused strong lamily sentiment, ond they bought
her bock with the intent of putting her faraver beyond the
thoughtless grasp of the public,

A recounting of the several versions of the scuttling of
the "Tohoe" might easily oxceed the spoce of this column,
Some purporiedly first-hand descriptions refer to the use
of dynamite 1o explode the flotation tanks (o recourse
which these witnesses belleved 10 have destroyed a lorge
portion of the deck and pilothouse). However, recent film
footage of the Steamer (taken on the loke bottom with a
“remote submersible” camera) appears to show these
structures intact, lending credence to o more peacelul
account of the sinking.

Without coniradicting ony eyewiiness occounts or
altempting to draw conclusions regarding the “lacts” of
this subject, it may be said that on the quiet summer
evening of August 29, 1940, the Steamer left Tahoe City
under tow by the lounch "Quit-Cha-Kidding,” bound for
Glenbrook. There, in olmost 400 feet of woter, her
watertight compartments slowly filled ond she slipped
beneath the waves,

Plans aloot to raise the "Tahoe" have met with varied
reaction. One opinion holds that public curlousity s
rightfullly served by the recovery of the ship from her icy
grave, while some feel that it should be beyond the
province of man fo tamper with legends lying in state,
Members of the Oceaneering International team (whose
expertise is being sought in the recovery phase of the
project) met ot Comp Richardson two weeks ogo, where it
is reported that actualization of plans fo raise the Steamer
should begin within the month. Whatever the outcome, the
"Tahoa" will alwoys reserve a permaonent, well-earned
place in the annals of local history, though whether that
"history” be living or confined to the poges of books
remains to be seen, :
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California Gambling

By Carol Vaon Etten
Courtesy of the North Loke Tohoe Historkcal Soclety

Though organized fogms of gambling at Loke Tohoe
have, by statute, troditionally been the province of the
Nevoda portion of the basin, the popular oppeal of this
indoor recreation, combined with an attitude of indul-
gence common in remote {ond thus difficuli-to-police)
geogrophies, gave rise in the early 1930's 1o o voried
casoriment of extrofiol goming enterprises on the
Colifornio side of the .!ukl.

In spite of the illicit natvre of such operations, none
were what could be contidered clandestine. Slot mochines
sat in plain view at Boy View Resort (cbove Emerald Bay),
Meeks Boy Resort, Pomin's Lodge in Tahoma, Obexer's
Market, Ben Collender's Hul ond Don Hulf's Homewood
Resort in Homewood, Sunnyside, Tohos Tavern, Bechdolt's
Tahoe Inn, Rayburn's Buckhom Inn in Kings Beoch, in the
Villoge Store in Tahoa City (os well os in a restourant
which then occupied a part of the store building) ond in
Congers (now the Family Tree).

Several establishments, including Tahoe Tavern, Loke
Inn (now Pleifer House) and two buildings in Kings Beach -
one now occupied by Los Tres Hombres ond one by
Weslern Aulo - were “hot™ local gombling houses with
“crops,” "217 tables, ond roulette whaels.

Hundreds of mochines were scottered over the north
ond west shores, with several individuals and partnerships
providing equipment and repairs for ewners of local
businesses. In o toped interview maode in 1966, the late
“Ernie” Pomin described Dick Joseph's partnership with
several west shore proprietors in which they split the
“toke” from slots Joseph provided.

Joe King (for whom Kings Beach wos named) end Larry
McK elvy "leased” their machines on the same terms, King
fo customers on the north ond west shores and McKelvy
along his route from Emerold Bay 10 Soda Springs.

Enforcement of the state law prohibiting gaming wos
sporadic, ond bore a discernible relofionship to the

— —

physicol proximity of concerned officiols. Intermittent
roids on local estoblishments were customerily preceded
by warnings, which aollowed sufficient opportunity 1o
remove the offending paraphernalia to more secluded
locotions “for the duration.”

Earl Warren's term os State Allorney General, with its
promises of reform, proved fo be a pericd of lip-service
enforcament of statutes on the books. The late C.E. "Bill”
Vernon's memoirs include a recollection of the 1935
confiscation of gambling equipment from a Kings Beoch
business - apparenily the only instance of intervention by
low enforcement authorities until 1937. In that yeor the
Tahoe Tattler reported roids on three resorts by Constable
Horry Johonson ond his deputies in which two slot
machines and two horseracing machines were impounded.
Kennedy's Barbeque in Homewood, Carl Bohme's place in
Tahoe Vista, and Freeman’s place in Kings Beach were the
targets of the raids.

Atorney General Warren's participation in an Echo Loke
skeat shoot in July of 1939 prompted the swift
disappearonce of locol mochines from their ploces of
prominence al vorious locol establishments. but the
reform wos temporary. It was not until Warren paid the
basin onother visit, In July of 1941 (this time to the
uncomfortoble proximity of Tahoe Pines), that local
businesses were again coerced into removing the
machines from view.

Following World War Il, improved access to the basin
and the consequen! mushrooming growth of tourism hod
brought about a greater stringency in the enlorcement of
goming kaws. A bill before the California Stote Legislature
in the early 1940's, which would have legalized gambling
on the Colifornia side of the basin, hod gone down to
defeat, thanks primarily to strong opposition from Neveda
gaming inferests - a strength then only beginning to moke
itself felt locally.

In 1947, Fred Ichelson, who then operoted the Tohoe
Tovern, appeared before the Judge of Township Il {the
same Mr. Vernon mentioned earlier) with a plea of guilty
in the motter of possession ol gambling machines. His
conviction marked the beginning of the end for illicit
gombling cperctions on Tahoe's California shore.
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By Corol Ven Etten
Couresty of the North Loke Tahoe Historlcol Soclety

The recently-celebrated 20th anniversary of the Tohoe
World prompts some recollections of It predecessors,
which (though not blessed with such longevity) ployed
thelr vorious roles in the chronicling of local history. While
a great mony small, local-Interest newspapers began to
lssue trom crude presses dotting the lower reaches of “the
Western Slope™ In the mid-1800's, three more decodes
possed before the first periodical oppeared in the Loke
Tohow Basin,

First on the local scens was a mintature tobloid called
the Tahoe Tottler, the format of which was reminiscent of
o postoge stamp. R.E. Wood, editor of the diminutive daily,
collected news from guests arriving and deporting from
the bustling homlet of “Tohoe™ (now Tohoe City) by
steamer and stage, filling out the bolance of the four-page
sheet with liberal doses of local odvertising.

Wood's enterprise, which began on July 9, 1881,
managed to survive until January of the following year,
when he found it obligatory to explain o his readers that
his “healthy stomoch. . .could not be satisfied by faith
without dumplings.”

In the 54 years which lollowed the fallure of Wood's
enterprise, the region was without o newspaper,
However, revival of the Tahoe Tattler in June of 1935 by
manoging editor Frank E. Feliz brought the poper back as o
weekly publication "during the seoson.” Feliz wos an
aspiring student of local history, ond featured on each of
his front poges the briel account of a local “old timer,”
recolling the early days of white settlement in the Basin
ond copluring, however vaguely, many ospects of local
history which might otherwise have gone unrecorded.

Later editors Harry Blanchard, H.O. McKay, Jr., and
Gurney Breckenfeld, carried on the troditions instituted by
Fellz, Including columns devoted to naturol history, facts
and statistics cbout Tahoe, local fishing, society news, and
a chronicle of local activities, both public and private. The
Tohoe Yacht Club was in its heyday, with previews and
results of the annval races ot Chamber's Lodge and Tchoe
Tavern dominating the heaodlines.

Tahoe journalism in those days had quite a different
flovor from that of current local offerings, reflacting o
slower and less self-conscious time when Regattas and
rood improvements provided the chief news, In the
seosons following its rebirth, the Tottler enjoyed the
blessing of having virtually no competition, but the orea’s
seasonal news market represented growing promise, and
on July 27, 1937, the initial six-poge offering of Kenneth L.
Mcloren's Loke Tohoe News appeared on local stands,

Cal-Neva Lodge hod just been newly rebuilt (in record

time) following a fire on May 16 of that year which
destroyed the original structure (bullt In 1927), and the
promotional benefits of o newspoper which would give
volce to the pleasures of North Stoteline and Reno nightlife
were obvious. Mclaren's publication thus devoted itsell
primarily to news of "the Line" and “the Biggest Little City
in the World,” boosting a varlety of columns (one from o
“stringer” as distont os Talloc), as well os entertalnment
ond soclety leatures of general interest to the gombling
“vacationist," A full-page ad appeared weekly on the back
coversheet, picturing the admirable view from Col-Neva's
Continental Bar and Cocktail Lounge, where the sweet
swinging rhythms of Colly Holden held perpetual swoy.

The malden lisue of another local [ournalistic effort
oppeared May 17, 1945, calling itsell Tohoe Toples. Ruth
Powell Pool of Son Fronclsco, with H.D. Blanchard as her
Managing Editor, published a rather more cosmopolitan
product than the folksy Tattler, including the lotest from
Walter Winchell, legislative news from Washington D.C.,
and smatterings of local history, news and politics.

The wor years, which diminished both the community's
resident and transient populations, had brought about a
second collopse of the Tattler in 1941, It was not until after
1945 that the Tahoe reglon wos agoin "booming.” In part
due to on Influx of ex-servicemen raturning with their
wives ond families to settle permanently In the scenic
parodise where they had spent treasured hours of leave
during the war, It Is surprising that o second revival of the
Tahoe Tottler did not oppear until 1957, this time published
by Kathleen Starratt and under the editorship of Gordon
“Oz" Butterfield, with photos supplied by staff photo-
gropher Bill Briner, who was recently nomed Director of
Parks for California.

The oppearance of the "new” Tattler” colncided with
bidding for the site of the 1960 Winter Olympics,
recounting the selection process and subsequent plans for,
and progress on, the new Olympic focilities. Following the
brouhaha generated by these preparations for the
internationol event (and the glorious Gamaes themselves),
the Tattler refreated once agaln to the shelf, its third
disoppearance, paving the way for today's voice of the
north and west shores, the Tchoe World,

The echoes of a quaintly different Lake Tahoe still
reverberate in the poges of its early newspapers, recalling
picture-postcard doys of unhurried repose. Photocoples of
some of these old newsprint treasures ore avoilable for
your perusal upstairs in the Gatekeeper's Cabin Museum,
You'll find a moment taken to see these fleeting memories
of the past both entertaining and rewarding.



NORTH TAHOE WEEX Thru Oclober 5. 1963 Page 3

Oewr Jatce Heritage

18 Fish Farms of Lake Tahoe

Sports » Summer » Fishing l

Carol Van Etten Collection

Fish Farms

Courenty of the Morth Lake Tahoe Histerical Saclety
’ W

e ———

The old two-story, bark-sided bullding with the green
roof, which stands on a gentle slope where Loke Forest
Road joins Highway 28 Is commonly known as the former
site of state fish hotchery. However, few people are aware
that this wos only one of about hall o dozen lecations In
the Lake Tohoe vicinity where fish were reored in on effort
fo replenish the supply, which, less thon 100 years ogo.
was described os “unlimited.”

The Loke Forest Hatchery, In facl, wos actually o
comporatively recent site of fish-raising octivities. The first
such enterprise had been founded as eorly as 1868 ai the
lake outlet by iwo gentlemen named Pringle ond Hurley.
Their operation is known to have survived for af least four
years, providing orea anglers with an enhanced supply of
pan-sized Irout os their "Pisciculturol Establishment,”
where visitors could watch the voracious Fingerlings
teeding for the consideroble sum of 25 cents,

A second hatchery site wos established in Tallac in 1882,
This employed a system of 18-inch steel pipe fo carry water
from Taylor Creek to o square diversion bosin, from which
emonated a number of pipes that fed the individual
rearing tenks. Located on land owned by Lucky Baldwin,
somewhat upstream from the presen! Taylor Creek bridge
(site of the Stream Profile Chomber on Highway 89), this
hatchery wos remodeled ond upgraded in 1932. Materials
were used from the dismentling of another hatchery
operation, this one on Blackwood Creek near Tohoe Pines.

The Blackwood Hatchery, locoted about a mile upstream
from the highwoy, raised fingerlings 10 a length of three fo
four inches, planting the "fry” in local lakes and streams
by tank truck ond later by plane.

Another hatchery, esiablished in 1893 on the Truckee
River about four ond one-halt miles downstream from the
town of Truckee, was the work of private individuals—
members of the San Froncisco Fly Fishing Club. In the
interests of improving and maintaining local fishing, these
gentlemen purchased hundreds of acres clong both sides
of the river, constructing a hatchery facility and lodge on
the site. Moving water for the hatchery's rearing fanks
was provided by a wooden viaduct and Hume system, the
remnants of which ore still in evidence today.

Through on ogreement with the Stote Department of
Fish ond Game, this club has taken upon itself the wark of

stocking the Truckee River between the Truckee mill and
the Nevada sfate line. At one time as many os 100,000 fish
yearly were plonted in this stretch of woter. '

of Lake Tahoe
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Due 1o the necessary proximity to flost water, this
haichery sulfered numerous floods over the yeors,
especially prior 1o the completion of Lake Tohoe's outlet
dam in 1915. A fire swep! through the "Rainbow Lodge™
building in 1923, but it wos rebullt in 1924. Today the
building is preserved in much of its original siate for the
use of members and their guests.

The club continues fo corry on its worthwhile planting
activities, though today the opproximately 6,000 fish
planted onnuolly are supplied by the Mount Lassen Fish
Compony near Chester. The club now Imposes o
catch-and-release policy on its members, allowing only
holf of the legal limit o be token. A sign posted neor the
lodge odvised "Pinch the barb and give the fish o chonce.”

The Loke Forest Haotchery, best known of the local
fish-rearing sites, was built in 1920. Originally it wos used
as a maintenance building before the State Department of
Fish and Game took it over, odopting it to the purpose of
raising fingerlings (three to four inch fish). Fomed author
John Steinbeck worked at the hatchery from 1926 to 1928.
It operated until 1957, when policy held that Tahoe had on
odequate number of fish. Since that time, the Fish ond
Game Deportment has maintoined offices in a portion of
the building, with @ U.C. Davis research project
occupying the balance of the quarters.

During the last half-century, o controversy has roged
regarding the proper size ond number of fish which should
be plonted, with local individuals and groups voicing their
opinions on the subject. In 1939, o drive to restock the loke
with big fish begaon in eornest. The Loke Taohoe-Sierra
Association spearheoded a petition compaign, which
osked the State Legisloture fo spend opproximately
$100,000 to plant large fish in Tohoe woters.

The progrom outlined by the association wos motivated
chiefly by on interest in increasing tourism. it wos
estimated thot its effect would be 1o lengthen the summer
vacation resort season to five months insteod of the
present two or two ond one-hall.” The petition recom-
mended that no fish under three inches be planted—a
policy which has proved less than desirable and is being
reversed today by current Fish ond Game policy.

The Loke Tahoe Basin ond Truckee River, have been
plogued with over-fishing ond flagrant violations of limit
ond size. These woters have lost their international
reputation as prime fishing locations, yet they continue to
provide the skilled angler with finny rewords for his _
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In the ero when improved ond expanded
roods in the Loke Tohoe Basin were
beginning 1o moke marine transportation
obsolete, a growing number of powerboat
owners were discovering the recreational
uses of thelr boats. The Tahoe Power-Boal
Club, (o predecessor of the Tohoe Yocht
Club,) wos founded in 1925, chielly for the
purpose of orgonizing their cosual compe-
titions Into regularly-schedulad annual
races. The initiol races, held ot the Tahoe
Tavern pler, become so populor that a
second doy of racing wos initiated of
Chambers' Lodge.

The throngs of marine racing enthusiasts
who crowded shoreline and pler to walch
the annual races were presented with a bill
of fost-paced fare, which typically included
seven or eight events.

The "stock” events (those limited fo
displacement hulls not exceeding a given
horsepower) initially included 165 hp-and-
under and 200 hp-and-under races, plus a
competition for boots built by Stephens
Brothers of Stockton (also known os the
100 hp race), which featured Carroll
Skinner's “Florence M,” Gustav Knecht's
“Margus lIl," Gordon lacy's “Lady Con-
stonce,” ond Spencer Groni’s "Blonche G
as regular, closely-matched competitors.

In oddition fo these hotly-contested
events, there wos usually a handicap race,
a relay, and a popular hodge-podge known
as "Bang-ond-Go-Back,” in which conles-
tonts gunned their engines at the firing of
the pistol and were off ot their honor-
bound best until o second shot signalled
the return to port - first boat back taking
the prize. High-schoolers Ann and Pierce
Milton, in their shert-turning “Skip-It,”
placed in this even! several years running,
with Henry J. Kaiser Jr.'s "Jr. IlI" taking top
honors in the 1937 and 1938 Tavern races.

Special feature on the 1938 Tavern racing
form wos o short-lived Long Distance race,
testing the stomina of boat ond driver
alike. An 18-mile course took the four
entronts from the Tavern pier fo Chambers’
Lodge, returning them fo the starting point
by way of Obexer's. Ston Dollar, Jr., in his
“Baby Skipalong,” was first boat back to
port, with on elopsed time of 20 minutes,
30 seconds. Dollar was followed by Henry
J. Koiser, Jr., in his "Jr. II" ond T.E.
Anderson in the "T.E.A." A distant fourth
place went to Henry J. Kaiser, Sr.'s "Miss
Comfort,” which, reparted the Tahoe
Tattler, got so hot that the automatic fire
. gxtinguisher went off, completely smother-
ing the motor for a few minutes."

The 1936 card included a special "Sister-

I ship” race, in which two identical 200 hp
Gar Woods belonging to George A. Osen
("G.G.") and E.L. Oliver ("Hey There lIi")
proved the company's consistency-of-
manufacture of finishing In successive
dead heats. .
Over the years, new events, based on
gver-increasing  maximum  horsepower,

supelomenieg g roplosed ot et IR
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lewer and fewer boats existed. In 1938, the
20 hp event become the 225, and the
following yeor a 300 hp-ond under dis-
plocement contes! was odded 1o the rocing
ogenda, occommodoting such boats as E.L
Oliver's new "Hey There IV.” John Maei-
calf's “Tecalote,” Henry Kalser, $¢."s “"Lem-
me Go First,” Frank Fuller's “"Waler
Wagon," and Randolph Walker, $r.'s lates!
"Ranjac.”

Foremost even! on the racing progrom
was the Champlonship “Free-For-All* race,
which had no limitations regarding horse-
power or size of eniries - the field
consequently including o wide varlety of
craft, Stock runcbouts such as Henry J.
Kaiser's "Bess” ond E.L. Oliver's "Hey
There HII” were early contenders.

In the late 1930's, ropid odvonces in
marine engineering were evidenced by the
list of “Free-For-All" competitors. Wooden
runabouts entering the Loke Championship
gradually began fo be dominoted by such
modified hydroplone hulls os Kaiser's
“"Hornet II"" (0 450-hp Liberty-powared
hydro), Ston Dollar Jr.s “Mercury” (on
aluminum-hulled speedster powered by o
610-hp Curlis D-12 engine) ond Lou Fageol's
“So Long,” an B800-hp streak which had
been clocked ot 90 mph on the Loke.

The wor brought o temporary hall to
local boat racing, though as the 1946
season opened, plans for resumption of
annual races were well underway. Greed
for speed wos ropidly being accommo-
dated by post-wor technology, and step-
hydroplanes began to come info their own,
leading 1o the initiation of the Mile High
Regatta in 1953. Several years later, this
compalition wos expanded to include o
Gold Cup roce, sponsored by Charles
Mapes of Reno hotel fome.

in oddition to the standard rocing events,
these proceedings featured unlimited hy-
droplane competition, with an increasing
number of nationally-prominent entrants to
supplement the local field. Local competi-
tors were J. Phillip Murphy and his
"Breathless,” Henry J. Kaiser, Sr. and his
string of "Howaii Kai's,” Stan Dollar’s
"Short Snorter,” Morlan Visel’s "Hurricane
Iv,” (driven by Bill Stead), Harry Hush
Magee's "Lucky Strike” and "Flash,” Herb
Fleishacker, Jr.'s "Mabee Not IL.” and Stan
Barbee's “Saxon Jr.”

Final heats for these roces were 30 miles
in length, and gave spectators many thrills
as the high-powered boats bounded and
slopped ond skidded over the course,
threatening to copsize with each new set
of waves encountered, ) &

The Tohoe Yacht Club continues to
sponsor an annual powerboat competition,
part of a busy colendar of local marine
events. Though the club’s activities have
ceased fo be the stulf of front-poge news
(as they were in the lote 1930's ond early

races continue fo delight modern-

e o e !
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> From mon's eorliest ventures into the High Sierra
egion, pigs (the four-legged variety) have ployed a role in
the orea’s developmeni. Originally, the population wos

the salted, in-the-barrel variety, travelling over the posses

by to be delivered to the Nevada mining districts
ond Tohoe's lokeside outposts.

Homer Burton, whose Loke Forest ocreoge proved the
viability of locol, small-scale forming prior to 1870,
undoubtedly kept o tew pigs, os they would have mode
good use of the surplus milk Irom his dairy. A “weaner”
could be roised 1o butcher weight In the course of a
summer, and fall profits were enhanced by the cured pork
put by for the long winter.

Maisle Carnell, a lifetime local resident whose family
purchosed Burton's Lake Forest ocreage in the 1880's,
remembets her grandiather's and father’s ventures into
hog-roising, which were conducted in the lowlands at the
foot of what wos then known as "Hog Pen Hill." A turn
(since engineered out of the highway) near the entrance to
Rocky Ridge led down to the hog pens.

Maisie remembers her father’s trips 1o the Tohoe Inn in
his Model T to pick up the garbage soved for his pigs. And,
occording o one local autherity, the operation of the Inn
itself included ot leost some temporary care of pigs. Lillion
Farr, whose fomily moved to Tohoe City in the 1920's,
recolls o number of pigs kept in pens behind the Inn,
where they did double service as Corl Bechdolt Jr.'s
unwilling steeds.

In those rurcl doys, before unionized meat |obbers
moking semi-weekly deliveries, it wos common for local

eating establishments 1o raise their own supply of meat for

By Carol Van Etten
Courtesy of the North Loke Tohoe Historical Soclety
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the table. Matt Green, proprietor of the Tahoe Tavern for
many years, arranged for the core of a smoall herd of the
cloven-hooved “disposals” ot two locotions on Tavern
property.

One site is recalled by o number of Tahoe City residents
as having been downhill from the present Granlibakken
entronce, between the Truckee River and the cabins
known collectively as “Moss Hill” (each one later burned
by the Forest Service). A pile of rusting and rotting refuse
remains to this day, about 100 yards uphill from the river.

Another site of Green's hog-roising operations, accord-
ing to Jim Williamsen, was the islond off Lake Forest beach
(a Tavern holding ot that time - now in private ownership).
Designated on USGS maps simply os "rocks” (due to its
on-ogain-off-ogain status as o piece of dry ground), the
port-time property is still known 10 some locals as “Pig

islond” (referred 1o by others as “Green’s island"). i

This plece of real estate, listed on the tax N'm:
four-tenths of o deeded acre, provided enough dry gr
in some years 1o accommodate o modest herd of P::’I‘
Their doy reached its zenith with the arrivel of fr““
borgelood of garboge, towerd which the whole ¥
would gollop with an enthusiosm only.hogs-ql-molllmt
con genaerote, :

The barge, @ 12 by 30 foot shallow-draft affair ‘which
Green later sold to Williamson, olso proved the porkers
undoing, for they eventually hod 1o pay the piper for their
Centinental keep, sacrificing their luxurious oecommodo-
tions for the distinction of providing the ham, bacon, chops
and sausage for the Tavern’s elegant table.

Eorly public dumpsites ot Tahoa City and King's Beach,
oporo:og by the Hulbert brothers, Tom ond Noel,
profitably employed the accommodating beasts for many
years. When snow closed the dumps each fall, the Hulberts
would haul their herd down to Gordnerville, where they
would be sloughtered. Moisle Camell believes the
four-legged critters were still hord ot their oppointed
occupation ot the top of Jack Pine Sireet in Tahoe City until
sometime in the 1950's.

The density of the humon population has driven this
curly-tailed species from its formerly-enjoyed territory,
ond it seems that the only local survivor in this long line of
swine is Pork Pent of the North Tahoe Fine Arts Council’s
monthly publication, “Artifocts.” But alas, Pent's origins
being comprised of 99 percent inspiration and one percent
printer’s ink, he remains but a lingering shadow of the
procine population which formerly flourished at Tahoe.
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Like It or nol, winter will soon be upon
us, As we wotch the Inevitoble firsi flokes
drilt down, speculalion os 1o the Intensity
al the Impending onslaugh) is everywhare
In the wind, Will It bs a wiater lo
remember? Some loreses o long, wet
slege, while others hold with lale snew ond
no “real” (white) weather until Chrisimaos,

Whatever pattern the winter of 1983-84
ossumes, lechnologleal advances In the
realm of snow removal will guarentee o
degres of comfort not enjoyed by the
hearties who broved oll secsons o genero-
tien ago, At that time, wintering In the
Tahoe Basin represented a terlous commis-
ment 1o sell-relionce—hordly the cosual,
come-and-go lifestyle which generally pre-
valls today (except during the meanes! of
storms),

in the throes of horsh weather, access
and means of trovel toke on on Importance
only casually esteemed in summer. Thrse
who bemoan reod closures which detain
them os littla o8 o few hours would
certalnly have fell inconvenienced by the
conditions which prevailed during the
winter months of 1951.52, Six weehs of
aolmost continuous snow mode prisoners of
basin residents, reducing travel 1o the

, progress one could make on skls,

A hondful of resident caretakers made
up the winter census on the north and west
shores at that time, with an equally sparse
population “in town.” Eoch estote had Its
own boat, which provided transportation to
town In all but the roughest weather, This
marine occess was supplemented by Con-
stable Harry Johonson ond his teom of
dogs. Perlodic runs were mode 1o distant
hobitations, delivering food, medicine and
other essential supplies, os well as carrying
emergency madical cases fo Truckee 1o

The plow ossigned 1o clear the highwey
from Dollar Hill 1o Kings Beoch needed o
new rear end, while the machine which
patrolled the Tohos City 1o Dollar Hill
sireich of the rood required o new
transmission. Though phone lines were
down ond out, the local *rood depariment™
manoged fo conloct Auburn by rodie
phone, arranging lor o double airdrop of
the necessary parts o Tohoe City and Kings
Beach.

Somewhal Imprompty preporations for
the alrdrop included the use of parachutes
designed to support @ humon poylood (with
the Intent of slowing the descent of the
parts), Since each packoge welghed in the
vicinlty of 800 pounds, the chutes did liile
to break thelr falls, As o result, the first
packoge hit the Tohoe Clty Golf Course

kke a bullet and prompily disappeored,
requiring much digging, consiruction of o
wooden platform, and use of come-alongs
to exiricote it from Its depression,

On recovery of the pockage, It wes
discovered that the transmission destined
for Tohoe City had instead been dropped
neatly through the rool of a two-story
house in Kings Beach, settling snugly in the
mud of the basement, A sort of gome
resulted from this error, whereby paris
from the Tahoe City pockoge were looded
in o boat and rowed 1o Kings Beach, there
to be exchanged for pleces of the Kings
Beach paylood. This process was repected °
uniil oll the parts were properly situated
and the plows could once agoin be put In
running order,

Snow removal on local 1, ontinued ot

a steady pace well Into dpring. Progress

wos held lo about one city block per day by

frequent encountenswith Immense Irees

and boulders which had been swepl down
onto the rood by moving snow.

maeet the traln bou eno (then th
nearest hospital)f When the six-week —The who! o bt saoniiti

J!!

deluge closed the river road

raln_still. . predominating™over—the=Hully:

foa fic,
Horry ond his sled become '@/ﬁ"k ~atulf,-but_yigns nalled high on irees—one

~betwedn Truckes and Tohoe City,

It was not long Into the winter when both

i W WA REIY ERA P Indt ﬂ'” rolary, p!om (WhH‘F"U""‘hO'.l“M.’”"

comprised Placer County's entire fleet of
snow-removal equipment) became the

victims of serious mechanical problems.

on Commdns Beoch ond one above the

Tohoe Golf Course—aliey] 1g the low
LRI s ebaor 4] SR W
our side . . .though somatimes not even
that advantage Is enough 1o insure dry leet.
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By Carol Van Etten

Animals » Bears
Carol Van Etten Collection

Courteiy of Tha North Lake Tohoe Historical Soclety

i Slerra winters are the stull of legends -
[ beoutitul, but ominous In their potential for
severity. Yel, the maliclous outpourings of
Mother Nature are occosionally less than
ipectoculor, i

During the winter of 1946-47, 16.yeor
| lows hit Donner Summit's snowloll ond
snowdepth measurements attesting fo the
vnusuolly mild weather ol thot season,
Meager precipitation in the Tohoe Bosin
that yeor nol only disoppointed local
ski-sport enthusiosts, but guaranteed thot
the following year would be a lean one for
forest creatures.

Lack of life-giving woter meant that litile
food wos avoiloble, and some animals
starved fo death, while others - In
desperolion - ventured much closer 1o
civilizotion than they would have dared in o
more bountiful year. Precipitation the
tollowing winter was only averoge, and
short rations persisted, driving onimals
down from the high couniry In search of
food. 3

in Yosemite, the usually docile beor
population begon to creote havoc in the
park. State Fish and Game officials, after
considering various means of deoling with
the menace, finally settled upon o plon to
| copture and remove the worst offenders to
on area not populated by humans. That fall,
the "renegade” bruins were rounded up,
looded onto cattle trucks and driven north
into the Loke Tahoe Basin, with the eastern
edge of the Desolation Valley Wilderness
Area planned as their new home.

However, winter snows came foo early lo
insure the success of the plan, blocking the
(southwest of Homewood) to vehicle 1raffic
somewhat short of the burly corgo's
anticipated destination. It was not long
before yeor-round west shore residents
began to discover that their proximity to
the octual "release point” was potentially
hazardous to their health,

It seemed thot the bears, their foces
boldly dashed with yellow paint (applied as
a form of identification rather than an
assessment of character), had found the
pickings in the backwoods slim indeed, and
the alluring aroma of local dumps, espciolly
those maintained by nearby Chambers
Lodge ond Tohoe Tavern, began to drow
them toward civilization ond inevitable
encounters with humans. Restaurants, mar.
kets and private homes olso become the
torgets of the fomished bruins’ quest for
sustenance.

Posters advertising o $500 fine for
shooting one of the beasts had been widely

circulated by the Deportment of Fish and
Gome, though most west shore residents
were ready 1o rlik the verdici of a jury of
their peers rathar than die ai the hands of o
yellow-laced beor. Some went about the
defense ol their lives ond property with a
frenzied possion.

One local resident who gave serlous
ottention te the matier of self-delense was
Herb Holey, then caretoker of the Ehrman
estate of Sugor Pine Point, The diminutive
Haley wos o friend ond frequent host 1o
Tehoe City Constoble Harry Johanson, ond
it wos not long into the siege of the "bod
news" bears that Johonson made o irip
down the wes! shore, stopping ot the estote
1o pay Haley o iriendly visit,

When he foiled 1o find the coretoker in
the main house, Harry began a systematic
tour of the outbuildings. Pausing before the
door of one, he pulled it slightly ajar in
preparation to call out a greeting. But,
belore the Consiable could utier o word the
point-blank discharge of both barrels of a
sholgun rigged 1o erodicate ursine prowl-
ers sen! him on his woy with quite a
ditferent cry on his lips. Though Harry
declined to press chorges, the Incident |
definitely put a stroin on the relationship,
as well as forever curing Harry of entering
o premises without knocking.

The only slightly less frightening experi-
ence of coming face to toce with "Old Brin”
(or one of his near-relations) become
commonploce in the menths following the
arrival of the four-legged troublemakers.
By the summer of 1949, the local bear
population was little-diminshed. The Slerra
Sun continued to report frequent sightings
of bears, including an incident involving
Miss Carolyn Bolton, daughter of the
then-proprietors of Waleswood Lodge (still
in operation in Tohoe Park). "Miss Balton,”
said the Sun, "heard o noise at the back
door of their home and upon opening the
door to investigote, came face to face with
o stortled bear. Eoch ran in different
directions, one os frightened as the other.”

Eventually, most of the tronsplanted
bears wended an erratic way Iinto their
extended range in Desoclation Valley.
Recent sightings of the beasts are infre-
quent compared with those of a generation
ogo. However, the locol population of these
shaggy brutes is by no means extinct, ond
the encroochment of man into what was
once Bruno's exclusive domain still occo-
sionally results in a hair-raising, heart-
stopping surprise for the individual who
chances fo meat one.
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For most ol the year, the 250-yeor-old
pine tree which stroddles the highway
centerline In Tohoe City Is cursed o3 0
threat to troffic scfety os cften o3 It Is
proised for its stately grendeur. However,
for the lost 33 years, the arboreocl
obeiruction to vehicle progress, saved from
remaval In a 1940 rood widening project by
o petition campalign, hos token on a speciol
significonce ond beouty which overshod-

1 ows Its hazordous ospect.

Eoch Decembaer since 1947, the sprecding
branches of the Big Tree have been strung
with hundreds of colored lights, signaling
the arrival of the holiday season ond
marking the site of a Tohoe City trodition.
Kathleen Storratt, editor of the revived
Tohoe Tattler, organized o visit from Santa
Claus that year. This has become an onnual
event.

Sierra Pocific Power Co. ond the Tohoe
City Public Uility District provided the
initial decorations and funding for the Big
Tree's illumination, ond the Tohoe City
Federated Women's Club and the Tohoe
City Rotary Club supplied gifts for oll the
children of the community.

Constable Harry Johanson was first lo do
the honors os Santa,- having been trons-
ported to town In the one-horse sleigh
belonging 1o "Bud™ Jones, the old wrangler
who operoted the Squaw Valley stables
until his tragic death In a 1962 fire. Jones’
etforts 1o fend off the winter chill during his
open-air trip into town included the
consumption of quantities of distilled
spirits. More fortification was provided on
Jones' oarrivol ot the Tohoe Inn (now
Victoria Station), where he wos greeted by
a crowd of well-wishers whose enthusiasm
nearly threatened 1o call o halt to the
plonned proceedings on more thon one
occaslon.

Sonta’s grond entronce wos traditionally
launched from the Inn, ond proceeded up
the hill to Congers (now the Fomily Tree).
There, free donuts and hot drinks, donated
by the restauront, and a bonfire in the
parking lot (now the site of the Big Tree
Center) generated cheery warmth for the
kocal youngsters while they woited their
turn to confide In Santa.

Some years later, when Jones' vehkle
was no longer availoble for Santa’s hire,
Johanson put his own special brand of
transportation into service. His handmode

sled pulled by o four-dog team of huskies
ond malemutes revecled his identity 1o the
children, to whom he wos a well known
fdend, but did nothing to dompen the
enthuslasm of the occosion.

Johanson eventuolly relinguished the
honor of playing Sonta to Ralph Bly, the
jovial, well-liked controctor who wos the
Constable’s crimson-suited possenger for
several years. The reign of Bly's successor,
newspapermon Dave Stollery, Instituted
the use of the local firetruck as o meons of
ironsportation. More recently, Santa hos
employed a flotbed truck belonging to Don
Snyder as his portoble heodquarters.

The weathermaon has not alwoys been
cooperative, and there have been yeors
when a “block Christmas™ hos required
odoptions to Sonta's conveyonce. Johan-
son’s sled had to be fitted out with wheels
for several of his local visits, owing to lock
of snow. One yeor it rained so hard that the
celebrotion hod 1o be moved up the hill to
Tohoe Loke School. Rounding the corner on
its woy up Grove Street, Sonta’s sleigh
turned over, depositing the jolly gentlemon
ond his driver unceremoniously olong the,
roodside. Santa’s ottire was doubtless “all’
tarnished with ashes ond soo1” thot yedr.

In the early days, owing to the sparse
population of locol smallfry, the gifts could
soch be more expensive ond the recipients
included children all the way up 1o the
sighth grade. Even the youngest of children
were not forgotten, as long-time resident
Masie Carnell recolls. One year, she wos
expecting the imminent arrival of the stork.
Attuned to her delicate condition, Sonta
had even included a gitt for the yet-to-be-
bomn baby.

What started as a close-knit community,
gathering hod groduclly become o major
undertaking for the groups involved in its
stoging. The mambers of the Rotory Club
now string the lights, with the TCPUD
picking up the tab for the tree’s illumino-
tion, ond Sonta’s view from his platform
beneath the Big Tree Is o huge crowd of
half-fomiliar onlockers. Yat, the spirit of
Christmas which first prompted the tree’s
seasonal odomment end Santa’s onnual
visit to Tahoe City lives on In the smiles of
wonder and delight on the little foces of
those who partoke of the season’s special
magic beneath its spreading branches.
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The lost three decodes have witnessed
steady growth of all manner of “suburbs”
around Loke Tohoe's north ond west shdre
“hub” communities. One local habitation of "
unysual color « long since foded from the
skyline ¢ woas Moss Hill, on ephemeral
seftlement ocross the Truckee Rivet from
Tohoe City and olong the rood which once
connectfed Gronlibokken with Highway 89
ot the site of Spitsen Lumber (now Tahoe
City Lumber Company).

Located uphill from the site of o
summer-only hobo camp, which flourished
olong the south bonk of the river In
Depression doys, Moss Hill was o com-
munity of squatters which begon 1o take
shape near the beginning of the second
World War. At Its zenith, there were five
humble cabins - none of which enjoyed the
refinements of electricity or running water.
These glomorless dwellings were popu-
lated by o small, but diverse assortment of
pensioners ond escapees from other lives
who had squatter’s rights In the octual - if
not the legal - sense.

Prior 1o the establishment of this “com-
munity,” a group of six men had occupled o
caboose obondoned by the Loke Tahoe
Railway and Transportotion Company near
the present site of the Tahoe Clty firehouse.
Following their eviction from this site, some
of the men moved on down the river to
seltle along o spur track designated by the
railroad os “Moss Hill.” Here, their more-
or-less permanent occupation of whot wos
Forest Service property, without benefit of
documentary petmission, wos officially
overlooked during the pericd of thaeir
residence. i

Life at Moss Hill wos hardly one of
luxury. Each of the shacks had been built by
its occupant with materials scrounged from
construction jobs and local dumps. Roofing
was generally of five-gallon cans, cut open
and flottened, or of shokes skimmed off
fallen cedor trees. Newspopers were the
universal insulation.

In spite of their dublous claims to local
residence, inhabitants of Moss Hill did not
feel the stigma of being regarded os
outcosts in the larger community, but
rother were genarolly accepted and trust-
ed, often being called upon to do construc-
tion or maintenance work for local busi-

nesses, Chief among their employers was
Bill Bachdolt, former director of Tahoe City
Public Utility District, whose father’s deal-
ing with their hobo predecessors two
decades before hod fought him their value
os workers and friends.

Another frequent contact of the Moss Hill
residents in the larger community was Basil
Kehoe (television-oppliance store owner).
His morket wos af one time the only
grocery operating in town. He extended
the squatters credit and otherwise looked

ofter their welfare, taking mental notes on
the regularity of thelr comings ond galngs,

« and vislting their encompment with “care

packages” If they strayed Inexplicobly from
thelr oppointed schedules.

* Kehoe often called upon the services of
Gus Bouer, one Moss Hill resident, to
bobysit for his three sons, payment being
45 regardless of Kehoe's hour of return.

John Cunningham, a grovel-voiced long-
shoreman of some elegance ond educatlon,
was the second arrivel, Cunningham Is
remembered o3 a gentlemen of hobit who
would dress for fown on the days when his
pension check wos expected, making the
trip on foot to cosh his voucher and
replenish the supply of food, kerosens
{used for lighting) ond (most important)
spirits.

Evidently, Cunninghom’s past Included
more variety than his longshore retirement
suggested, for Mazie Carnel| (retired Tahoe
Lake School librarian) tells the story of
being stopped by o woman while shopping
one doy of Kehoe's Market ond osked if
she knew his name. She sald thot she knaw
him os Cunninghom, whereupon the wo-
mon said thot she was now sure she
recognized him as tha same man who had
been a prominent bonker in Philadelphia,
but had one day quit his job ond
disappeared from view, leoving a wile and
fomily behind.

“Shorty,”a relative late comer to Moss
Hill, wos able 1o economize on construction
efforts when he built his shock. Being
borely five feet tall, he mode his dwelling
just high enough to accommodate his own
stature, much to the discouragement of
visifors.-

" Two other residents, “Whispering Peter”
and "Blackie,” were not so familiar to the
community. "Blackie”™ was o loner, dying a
loner's death on Christmas Eve in 1964
when his trudge home through the snow
‘was cut short by the effects of exposure—
he was discovered along the roodside too
late to be revived.

Though the presence of the squotter’s
settlement was tolerated during the life-
times of the original inhabitants, it became
the policy of the Forast Service that when a
resident of the settlement died, his cobin
would be burned down in on etort to
discourage would-be immigrants. And so,
by the process of attrition, the community
finally gave up the ghost about 1970, when
the lost of the squatters passed on to his
finol rewards in the "county hospital In
Auburn. Remnonis of the former dwellings
are still in evidence, though the essence ol
the squatter’s homlet—the freedom to tcke
up residence on public lond without
intarierence—Is gone forever,
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Ice Skating Days

Dificult though It may be for some to
imagine, nol everyone loves 1o ski. Some
edvocotes of the brisk ond breezy winter
actually prefer the onkle-numbing ropture
of akaling to any other cold weother
pursull. And even among hard-core enthu-
slosts of the daring downhill sport, there
are coses on record of Individuals troding in
thelr boords for blodes on occasion ond
toking a few tums around the Ice (this
phenomenon occurring with especial fre-
quency in years when cold has prevoiled
over wel, ond skimming over the frozen
surfoce of a local body of water has had 10
sulfice the disgruntled skier).

With the demolition last summer of
Squow Volley's Blyth Arena, site of the
skating events of the 1960 Olympic Winter
Gomes, the North Loke Tahoe-Truckes
area Is once ogaln without on Ice rink, and
those who would skate must, as In long ago
days, orrange for their own focilities.

Filty years ago, this privation was
overcoma primarily by the enthusiostic
elforts of Andrew “Red” Anderson. It was
Anderson ond his wife, Ann Starratt
Anderson, together with A.M. “Joe" Henry
ond his wife, Marle, who were chief
instigators of skating activities locally,
These two couples helped orgonize skating
parties which Initlally took ploce in @ frozen
lagoon formed when Anderson and Henry
bullt o jetty near the outlet dom.

When this location proved to be too much
at the mercy of the slements, the group
secured permission from the Dollar family
{for whom the Dollar Point subdivision was
named) fo moke recreational use of their
private waler source, located on the
hillside about a mile above their residence.
Dollar Reservoir (or "Dollar Dam,” as the
site is referred to by those who remember
its heyday as a skating rink) wos the scene
of many outings in the late 1920's through
the late 1930's. '

In low-water years (those when meagre
precipitotion coused the lake level to drop
near or below its natural rim of 6,223.1
fest, Loke Tohoe Datum), skating waos
possible along the Truckee River, One site
which wos much-used In the 1920's ond
sorly 1930's wos the wide, flat orea fust
below Spitsen Lumber (now Tohoe City
Lumber Company). Here, and farther
downstreom In the shody pools obout
midway between Tohoe City ond Squaw
Valley, almost to Deer Park, wide expanses
of Ice afforded odequate spoce for the
group's activities,

The first commercial rink In the areo
camae Into belng about this time — part of
the winter sports focilities olfered by the

Tohoe Tavern, which opened for winter
business in the lote 1920's, and continued 1o
operate during the winter into the mid
1920s. '

“Snowball Express” tralns ron on week-
ends ond holidays, bringing throngs of
winter guests to the Tavern from oll over
Colifornia, The parking garoge, being thus
otherwise unused, was flooded with sev-
eral inches of water, tuming its cemant
floor Into on indoor rink. Along the Tavern
shoreline, behind a sort of etty which lay
betwesn the pleasure pler ond the roilrood
trestle pler, winter guests could enjoy the
sparkling scenery os they glided over o
second, outdoor rink.

On another plece of Tavem property —
the hillside behind the town of Tohoe City,
more local skoting history unfolded, What
longtime residents rafer 10 os “Sucker
Creek” {0 stream which crosses the
highway ot the Tchoe City Texace Statlon
and enters the loke between the Light-
house Center and the Bogtworks Mall) Is
fed by a little-known reservoir which wos
originally formed for use as the Tahoe
Tavern's water source. Local youngsters
skated on this storage pond, occaslonally
restricting its outlel even .further with o
board, which hod the effect of ralsing the
waler level one half 10 one Inch ovemnight,
“resurfocing” the pond 10 a glassy smooth-
ness,

Qur country’s entrance into World War II
effectively brought to a close the era of
do-it-yoursell local skating. The boys who
marched off to wor retumned to find that the
arecs where they hod formery skated
were now off-limits. The Tohos area wos
booming, and the attitude of the averoge
Amarican wos changing. Fear of lawsuit In
the event of Injury was beginning to cause
land owners to avold any potential liability

“ by posting their property,

In the ensuing years, several revivals of
the open-air variety of the sport have
enjoyed briet popularity along the Truckee
River when the loke fell below its natural
rim. Standing water in the riverbed froze
solid, allowing for the use of heovy
equipmeni, which made quick work of
scroping the snow off the surface. This
process, plus perledic flooding of the pond,
preduced many plecsont hours of skating
during the 1956-57 season. The same
location agaln become on outdoor ke rink
in the “drought” year of 1976-77,

Though it Is not on the horlzon, on
exceptionally dry yeor sometime In the
future will once ogain produce the condi.
tlons necessary for skaling on the river,
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As vocationng shens inched down Highway 89 during
weeh, owling 1o ond from ther
buﬂmwﬂ‘mmm&umwu
ogo, prior 1o orea’s " ™ and ecs g
e e ey oy ol el
skiary during the lote 1940x ond the early 1950s were quite
ddferent from thew modem counterparts. Compensating
e visitor for kock of voriety wos a sense of freedom and
mobikty whach today s tratfic and kit lines fend 1o destroy.

Squow Volley, which sprang into internationol prom-
mnence os o resolt of the VIl Olympic Winter Gomes in
1960. hod begun operations os o ki crea over o decade
ecriier under the monogement of Alex Cushing. Cushing’s
initiol commercicl ski venture wos a rope tow., powered by
@ four-cylinder Wisconsin engine which drove the cable by
meons of two three-grooved pulleys.

The borner year of 1949 sow the oddition of the orea’s
farst choirkft - Choir #1. Bob Heron, o Denver engineer with
experience in lift construction, was responsible for the
instollation of this Lift, which, ot the 1ime, wos noted os
being the world's lorgest. The first paying passengers to
mﬁub!uﬁduonﬂmnnb«m_ 1949, with oppropricte
hoopla ogg fanlare ottending the grond opening.

Volley, however, wos not the first locol ski orea.
Duting the winters of the late 1920s and early 1930s, the

.
_l'

:
E

L ]

Skiing
Adventures

‘
=
-
£
e
>
$
]
v
b
=

§
§
§
:
-4
:
;

Historical Soclety

Early Local

inernational prominence, made use of the jump during
those years. After the Tovern ceosed winter cperctians.
the jumping hill wos no longer maintcined.

Howwver, cbout the some time thet Squow Volley was
initiating its ski operctions, onother commerccl sii
venture wos foking shape neor Tahoe City, one mile off
Highway 89, under the supervision of Kjell “Rusty” Rustod.
He wos o Norwegion who sow the notural north-fecing
bowl o3 o perfect spot for the development of o smoll.
fomily-oriented ski area. Fir trees. cleored from the
hillside in preparation for its use os @ ski slope, were used
1o build three log structures. One building served os @
warming hut and the others provided housing for Rustod
ond his family, ond quarters for overnight guests.

Rustod nomed the “new” shi orea “Gronlibokken™
(Norwegian for “o hillside sheltered by fire trees’). ond
offered two rope tows, ond o huge fireplace and snack ber
in the ski hut. Access o the area wos initially by “Weasel.
o vehicle originally designed o3 o Pacific Theatre landing
croft. With flotation devices removed. the “Weosel
proved a useful meons of over-the-snow trensportation for
Rustad — o necessity in those doys, os only the main
highway wos plowed in winter.

Anather West Shore operation of the same period — this
one of o non-commercial noture — is recolled by Bill
Breuner (of furniture fome), whose fomily cwned o
portoble rope tow which saw a great decl of use in those
yeors. The tow wos placed at the north end of the present
Homewood Ski Areo. It employed a
Briggs ond Straton engine which would be drogged up the
hill with snow anchors, the conveyance doing its work
from obove.

Anyone who might hoppen clong with o poir of skis wes
cheertully offered the use of the lift. During the wor years
the number of users wos not large. but it wos nevertheless
o gesture of long-gone (pre-litigation) community spirit
when Deon Hulf, then-cwner of the slope (port of his
Homewood Resort) donated free use of the property for
recreational purposes, ollowing the Breuners to put thew
“toy” ot the disposal of the general public.

The merry hours this postime clforded were mony
during the winter holidoy weeks ond weekends from
about 1942 to 1947, ond surprisingly did not genercte ony
life-threatening injuries. though Bill Breuner odmits fo @
broken leg sustained on the hill on New Yeor's Doy, 1942.
Modern interpretations of liability have brought on end 1o
such carefree pursuits.

The typical Sierra ski holiday hos undergone sweeping
change in the lost 35 years. Though the element of
odventure is now characterized by attempts o moke the
maximum use of vocotion time for theleast cash cutioy.
the princpal ingredients of o delightful shi vocotion —
snaw ond sun — ore o3 ovoiloble o3 ever.
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Lake Level? -
___ (No, It’s on Tilt)

A regular front-page feature of the old
Tohoe CHy World (now the Tohce World)
was o briet report — under the heading
which also serves this article — concerning
fluctuations of the loke level. The weekly
report included the rate of release of water
through the gotes of the cutlet dom located
at the mouth of the Truckes River in Tahoe
City. Measurements cf the loke's current
level were given as well as readings for
one week prior and one year prior. Bayond
these cold numerical pronouncements the
newspaper rarely found it appropriote to
venture, leaving to others the long-
standing controversy over Tahoe's proper
elevation.

The verbal aond legol batiles over this
114.year-old issue presently rage loud ond
hot, owing te an unusuval series of
record-setting winters which more than
,omply replenished the reservoir that sits on
top of the loke proper. Yes, Lake Tahoe Is
actually a reservoir, created in the late
1870s by the construction of the first dam at
the cutlet. The dam Is o crib structure
copable of Impounding water above the
loke's natural high-woter mark — a
sandstone rim the elevation of which has
been determined to be 6223.0 feet, Loke
Tohoe Datum. Construction of the present
concrate dom, completed In 1915, roised
the stotic storoge capacity to 6229.1 feet,
Loke Tochoe Datum — six fest above the
notural rim.

! with the dubious aid of the weatherman,

the legal copocity of the reservoir was
reoched and exceeded within three years
ofter the completion of the existing dam.
Immediately a barrage of protest came
from property owners whose shoreline real
estote consequently suffered serlous ero-
sion. Phologrophic evidence documents the
demise of hundreds of mature conifers
which toppled when rising loke walers
washed owoy vost expanses of formerly
dry lond.

Public outery (and a successlon of milder
winters) soon brought stricter adherence fo
the 1915 federal decree which established
the original level of 6223.0 feet, as the
high-water mark and 6.1 feet as the
maximum legal depth of the reservoir.
However, extremes of precipitation hove
continued to plague those whose business
it is to regulate the elevation of the
reservoir. Many factors are brought to bear
on the much scrutinized numbers of the
Truckee-Carson Irrigotion District — the
entity currently charged with the manage-
ment of woters releosed from the outlet
gates.

The man whose officiol decisions are
central to the loke level controversy is
Federal Watermaster Cloude Dukes, over-
seer of any ond all odjustments of the
outlet gates. Dukes must consider such
diverse interests as lokeshore and river
corridor property owners, rafters, fly
fishermen, Reno residents within the
100-year flood plain, Nevada formers and
the Indians of Pyromid Lakae, in eddition to
further “rules” loid down by the 1944
Truckee River Agreement. The list of
individuals and groups with bones_to pick
over mismanogement of the reservoir s
seamingly endless. The watermaster is
cided in his thankless decision-moking by
long-ronge weather forecasts aond com-
puter projections of spring runolf.

Measuring devices of increasing sophisti-
cotion are used to determine the daily
elevations of Lake Tohoe ond the Truckee
River. A device located on the Coast Guard
pier at Loke Forest cllows an immediate
visual readout for Tahoe City resident Jim
Miller. He is responsible for taking the deily
readings and phoning the information fo
the Fallon, Nev. offices of ihe T.C.L.D. A
permanent record of the changes in
elevation is mode on o drum-mounted
groph located inside a wooden box for
protection against the brunt of elemental
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disturbances. In spite of this insulation from
the direct force of wind and weather, the
reading sometimes reflects voriations os

much as five one-hundredths of a foot when”

wind-driven water actually crectes o loke
which Is "on tilt,™

The T.C.1.D. forwards the readings pro-
vided by Miller 1o the watermoster's offices
in Reno. When fluctuations in elevation are
sufficient 10 warront odjustment of any of
the outlet gates, Dukes notifies Miller, who
mokes the necessary odjustments using an
antiquoted electric opparotus inside the
dom — not the computerized system
arronecusly described recently In publicity
regarding the dam.

All this seems o for cry from the days
when the gatekeeper {(who ot that time
reslded in the log cabin on the bank of the

- ————

loka outlet) would stroll over ond take the
day's reodings, give o few moments
consideration, ond then — on the strength
of his own good counsel — would moke
such adjustmaents os the lotest fluctuations
suggested were necessary. However, In
spite of modemn technology, final decisions
regarding the raising ond lowering of the
outlet dam’s 17 gates — within the
limitations set by the 1944 Truckee River
Agreemeni — are still mode on the some
basis os in the dom's early doys: the
educoted guess of o human, 1oking into
occount past experience, current conditions
and future projections to orrive ot o
decision which conno! possibly please
everyone, but which sirives to uphold the
low and pleose the greotest number.
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‘ 2 "A New Slant on Incline"

Business / Industry > Lumbering
Carol Van Etten Callection
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By Corel Von Etten

W

Cwﬁur ol The I'Ianh Lake Tehoe Historkal lp-clo'ly

' A New Slant

As communities moy be soid to reflect a sort of
Personality, incline Villoge offers itsell 10 the world os o
fole picture of aHivence-ot-leisure. At the foot of Slide
Mountain, where the property values are a1 steep os the
surrounding geogrophy, it seems hardly possible thet 100
Yeurs ogo the lotol population wos almost universally
tomprised of blue-collor workers employed In vorious
Copacities by the timber industry (on which the very
existence of the community at that time depended).

It won all of 100 yeors ogo lost week - Jonuary 12, 1884 -
thot the burgeoning community of Incline finally con-
sidered itself 10 have come of oge. On that dote, this
tenter of lumbering operations on Loke Tehos's north
shore wos estoblished as both an election precinct and
tourth-class post ollice,

The town's growth lollowed the some pottern as other
local Hedgling hobitations which owed their existence to
the rich mines of the Comstock ond their Insaticble
oppetite for timber, In the summer of 1878, Walter Scon
Hobort orgonized his Sierra Nevada Wood ond Lumber
Company. He purchosed ond leased timber sections
(eventuclly totaling 10,000 ocres) in the Incline area o3
well as olong Tohoe's south shore and as far west from
Incline os Pine Grove Station (Tahoe Vista).

Hobort appointed os his general monager Coptoin John
Bear Overion, who ot the time was superintendent of the
Virginia City ond Gold Hill Water Company. Overten (o
man of proven mechanical obility) set 1o work constructing
o millL locoted near the present site of the Ponderosa
Ronch, obout a mile eost of Incline Villoge proper. Two
years loter, a shortline railway hod been completed,
‘connecting the mill with Sond Harbor, the stoging area for
Incoming log booms,

Logs were cut of many locations oround the loke ond
skidded or wt::d '10 the koke shore, There they were
choined toge orming huge wedge-shoped rakis or
"V-booms.” These floating lumber yards w-rtp::m towed
to Sond Horbor, chiefly by Hobort's steamer Niogara, on
83-foot former passenger vessel (launched in 1875 under

on Incli ne

the coptainey of D.W, Avery) oppropriated for vse ;s 0 ug
when she proved too phlegmotic for her Inttial commis-
sion,

Once the logs reached Sond Horbor, they were pulled
out of the water ond up wooden romps by 1ecms ol oxen.
An oversized timber tripod locilitoted their being looded
onto railcars bound lor the Mill Creek mill or stocked for
temporory storoge.

In spite of this greal show ol Iindustry, however, the
timber operotion could never hove proved o financial
success without the oddition ol one crucial element,
supplied by the experiise ol Coptoin Overton. Timber
obounded In the Tahoe Bosin. Large trocts of lond were
avolloble for $4 on ocre or less. Tha only detrimant to
copitelizing on a lartune wos the expense of tronspoarting
the product 1o the consumer over a range ol mountains
lying between the lake and the Comstock Lode. 5o it wos
thoi the most noteworthy among Ovarton's construction
projects come into being: the Greot Incline of the Sierra
Nevodao, representing o unique solution to this seemingly
insurmountoble obstacle.

Bosing his design on his familiarity with other
cable-driven systems employing the principle of a
counterweight, Overton engineered and supervised the
construction of o 4,000-foo! fromwoy (with an 1,800-foot
vertical rise) up the side of the mountain which lay east of
the mill. This continvous cable railwoy was founded on
timbers (10 Inches by 20 inches In size) bolted to solid rock,
with two sets of tracks leading straight up the fall line to
the summit, There the coble turned around one of the
tromline's two bullwheels (sach 12 feet in diomaeter), the
huge pulley onchored In concrete. In its climb up the
almost 67 percent grode, the 40 horsepower steam
engine, which roised the cors, wos asslsted 1o some
degree by the weight of the empty cars descending on the
odjoining track, Eoch lood of cord wood {or the equivolent
omount! of lumbaer) took 20 minutes to make its ascent. The
corrying capocity of the system wos 300 cords per day.

At the 1op of the Incline, lumber ond cord wood were

discharged directly into o V-shoped flume which carried
them down the other side, possing through a 4.000-foot
tunnel enrouts to Lokeview Stotion. Here, they were
looded onto cors of the Virginio and Truckee Roilrood and
freighted to Virginia City.

When the fortunes of the Comstock begon to ploy oyt in
the sarly 18%0s, Tahoe's lumber Industry foded with them.
There wos little standing timber left in the Basin, During
the summer of 1896, Hobart concluded his operations ot
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Incline, relocating In the heavily-wooded bockcountry
north of Truckee—the new setilement soon becoming
known as Hobart Mills,

In the Interim, the clearcut hillsides left behind by the
lormer residents had “healed™ ond the lormer beauty of
the location wos restored. Blessed with o climate
considered quite mild In comporison with neighboting
communities 10 the west, “the Villoge” hos somed the
satifaction ol in ruidonh and the envy of Its viaitary

Our Tahoe Heritage
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Tahoe'’s Peace-keeping Forces

In these days of specialization, It Is the rare individual
whose expertise Is morked by ony greot diversity,
However, such was not the cose in the early days of this
region, when its rugged ond unforgiving noture wos o
perpelual source of struggle fo lis residents, lorcing them
to excel by the very oct of survival. Regording the
maintenonce ol low and order, local conditions were
porticulory demanding, ond ye! there were those who rose
to meel the chollenge.

The area's lirst constoble, Robert Montgomery Watson,
epitomized the qualities of choracter desirable In such a
crucial frontier olfice. A resident ol Tohoe from 1875 10
1897, Watson obsented himself briefly 1o sample life in the
Yukon gold fields, retuming to settle permanently in
Tohoe City just prier to 1900,

By 1904, North Shore residents had begun to consider
Truckee 1oo distant to sulfice os the nearest cutpost of the
law. The first of several Tohoe City joils wos constructed -
on unodorned cement box with small air vents for
“windows” which, with icreens removed, also provided
convenient orifices through which accomplices might pass
bottles of wine lo prisoners disposed to drinking away
their confinement.

Notes mode by Judge Vernon, Tohoe City's orlginal
historian, give 1904 as the year Watson become the town’s
first constable, o position he held until his death ot age 77.
By incredible colncidence, it was on the very doy of
Watson's burial In 1932 that the man, destined 1o take up
where the "Old Pioneer” hod left off, arrived in town,

Immediately following Watson's deoth, Carl Bechdolt,
Sr., owner of the Tohoe Inn [now Victoria Station) had
been named octing constable to serve until such time as a
new man could be duly elected. Henry Wehrman was the
cholce of the voters, but being unable 1o raise the bond
required, Wehrman found it necessary to dacline the
office. And 3o it was in 1935, three years ofter Watson's
death, thot Horry Edward Johanson, a much-travelled
young Swede with experience in the Royal Conadion
Mounted Police, assumed the office of Tohoe City
consiable, a job he wos 1o hold for the next 32 years,

The novalty of Johanson's version of law enforcement
was soon legend. Expanding on a personol inlerest in dogs
and dog sledding, Harry put his skilled teams of huskies
(ond later malemutes) fo great advantoge during the
winter months, when much of his "beat” took him beyond
the reach of plowed roads. In those eorly days, the
delivery of maoil. food and supplies to persons Isolated by
snow was o much-appreciated effort.

Prior to the era of the "modern” snowplow, Horry's dog
teem wos occasionally the only means of tronsporting the
community's sick and Injured to Truckee, The River Road
wos often closed for days ol o time following severe
storms. Prisoners opprehended for from town were also
passengers in the sled, with all nine dogs recdy to defend
their master's point of view, should need arise.

A dromatic increose in local population following Worl-*
Wor Il soon hod the predictable elfect of increasing th
crime rote, In the late 19405 ond early 19505, much wo

Constable Harry Johanson and two of his sled dogs, Yukon,
left, ond Sitka. (Photo courtesy of Tehoe City Library)

made of the impossibly lorge territory for which Harry was
responsible and the lock of physical and financial
assistance provided him by the county. In spite of a Grond
Jury Investigation, no immediate action was token fo
alleviate the personnel shortoge.

The much-posiponed completion of the town's new jail
come in August, 1946, great simplifying the constable’s
duties. A proposed hoosegow had lirst been designed by
Harry (an architectural drattsman by formal training) in
November, 1938, but delays (blamed on o wartime scarcity
of materiols) had kept the constable shuttling bock and
forth to Truckee ond Auburn jails for almost eight years.
The creation of two separate judicial districts lurther
relieved Johanson by bringing the crea from Dollar Hill
north to stoteline under the jurisdiction of Kings Beach
Constoble Dick Lavery. More "progress™ was made with
the completion of yet another new Jail in Tahoe City in
1962, which operated as a subsiation of the Placer County
Sheriff's Department,

These and other developments hod the effect of
reducing the workload of the local constable to the
dispensation of local civil matters. Herclc missions into the
hinterlands in pursuit of treacherous felons or disoriented
domsels had become the stutf of yesteryeor by the time
Harry retired in 1967, As a result, neither Johanson's
immediate successor, Adam Sabat, nor Mickey Daniels,
our current constable, have ochieved onything like the
color of their predecessor’s adminisiration.
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VISITING
DAVY JONES' LOCKER

(Tahoe’s Unknown Depths)

Our recent winds out of the east, which in high water
caon be the ruin of north and west shore piers and beachaes,
coll to'mind the considerable violence of which this lake is
capable. Those who have witnessed firsthand the wrath of
neor-ocean-sized waves breaking over the bows of their
suddenly insignificant craft, will ottest 1o the healthy
respect which this magnificent body of water must be
occorded.

Thanks to the establishment of a Coast Guard station at
Loke Forest the likelihood of fatal marine incidents has
been greotly reduced, but woe be he who ventures
casually forth on the loke without regard to the proven
forces of its dual sierron nature. Tahoe's treachery is in its
ability to suddenly change mood, bursting upon the sailor
olmost unawares —a fact to which the deaths of many whé
misjudged it attest.

The recollections of the late Ernest Henry “ldlewild ~

Ernie” Pomin document the lake’s potential ferocity.
“Ernie” wos omong the first white children born in the
Tohoe Basin. He was one of a family of sailors from which
come the caploins of many of the lake's early steamers.
“Ernie” himself was a firemaon, and later acting coptain, on
the steamer Tohoe. He occasionally experienced storm
waves of fearsome proportions. :

At times,” Ernie recolled, "the 169-foot steamer Tahoe
drove into heavy seas that battered her pilot house, some
25 feet above the water, and forced the ship to turn and
run for her home porl.” In view of this remark, it is not
difficult 1o understond how the lake could claim as many
os 10 victims in a single yeor ond perhaps several hundred
in the century ond o quorter which comprise its recorded
marine history, .

Statistics for drownings ond suspected drownings in |

Loke Tohoe are not maintained, per se, by any single
entity. The Coast Guard makes nate of only those incidents
to which they respond, and though the sherifls’
departments for each of the five counties surrounding the
loke keep records of booting fatolities, these numbers do
not reflect “disoppearances™ In which no “body wos
recovered, nor do they isolate Tahoe drownings from
those in the counties’ other bodies of water.

And even were the communications of these severol
computers made public, the precise number of souls who

have taken up local residence with Davy Jones can never
be known, owing to @ phenomenon associated with the
loke's chilly alpine waters. The brisk temperatures found
at the lower depths of such lakes as Tahoe prevent the
usual decomposition of submerged bodies, gases from
which ordinarily buoy victims to the surface after several
days.

warmer) shoreline area of the lake can often be seen and
recovered, even these moy remain submerged for
inordinately long periods without deteriorating. Such was
the case with a sailor on leove ot Tohoe during the late
1940s who was reported missing, only o be found several
weeks later (seated on the bottom in 30 feet of water)
when the flapping collar of his uniform attracted the
attention of o fisherman topining off the shore of the

. Kaiser Esfate (now Fleur du Lac). -

If the loke were 1o be somehow droined dry, the
ghoulish landscope revealed would be populated by
perhaps several hundred “brave hearts”, preserved
virtually as they “landed” on the bottom (Or perhaps
the "Big Macs” - reputedly cannibals - find our species
palatable and have lefi only the bones?)

This known physical tendency of the lake 1o retain its
corpses cerfainly recommends it os “tha" drink in which to
disappear. There is evidence to suggest, in fact, that this
“asset” has been put to more than one illicit purpose; in
ond case by so-called “victims" of the lake who in foct have
done their slipping beneath the waves by proxy, and ore -
quite to the contrary - waiting out their seven years in
some serene Bojo backwoter,

Not so fortunate are those in whose behalf the
underworld hos ollegedly established a bi-state boneyard
on the loke bottom, thereby saving themselves the trouble
of digging innumerable holes.

A drowning, or perhops two, constituted the loke's
onnual tally up until the population boom which followed
World Wor 11, More recently, the number has averaged
about hall g dozen per yeor. While many tactors contribute
1o the tragedies behind such statistics, unquestionably the
greatest single couss ol drowning is poor judgment. Those
who underestimote the wrath of Tohoe put themselves o
great risk. Don't be one! The loke level Is high enough
alreody.
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Tahoe’s Only Hot Springs

Many ore the noturel wonders of Tahoe, bul perhaps
none 10 proctical os the hot springs which bubble forth
from a group of rocks locoted along the shoreline between
Brockwaoy ond Siateline Point. In this oge of hot tubs ond
spat, I seems surprising thot the lirst use of the property
did not invelve developmant of the springs. However, it
was rather the cutting of @ stond of wild timothy hay which
occupled the aitention of the area’s firs) white inhobitants
In 1862,

Bill Compbell, who later opened Campbell's Custom
House on the wharl of Tahoe City, was firs! 10 make
commaercial use of the noturol thermal springs. In 1849,
Campbell entered Into o partnership with George
Schaefler of Truckee lor the purpose of constructing a rood
between the mill iown and the hol springs, completing the
project in o month. By lote August ol the some yeor,
Campbell’s 83-ocre “resort,” comprised of severol cottoges
ond a 20-loot square both house enclosing the springs,
wos open lor business.

The summer of 1870 saw Campbell and his new pariner,
Henry Burke, adding a hotel of the saltbox design to the
list of improvements, as well as two more cottoges.
Having enjoyed moderate success in-the several years
following, the pair leased their hostelry ond hot springs to
C.A. Richardson in 1874, Cempbell ond Burke concentroted
on the operotion of a stage line 10 Tahoe City via the newly
completed wagon rood over Dollar Hill.

The following season, the hotel leose wen! to Reverend
R.A. Ricker, who offered a daily sermon for those who fell
any misgivings about their retreat being other than strictly
spiritual. The North Shore wos ocquiring o reputation as
the province of the pious. Burlon's Islond Form in Loke
Forest and Dr. Bourne's Hygenic Sanotorla in Carnelion
Bay were other destinations In grecl vogue among
clerics-on-holiday,

The development of o local social calendar was given a

boost during the summer season of 1877, when a weekly’

evening cruise of the steamer Niagara stopped of the hat
springs to take on possengers for on over-the-loke whirl

ond twirl ol doncing and merriment,

By 1699, (occording fo E.B. Scotl, author of The Sege of
Loke Tehoe) the improvements were “lolling into o stote of
disrepoir,” To the rescue, os the century turned. come
Frank B, Alverson ond his wile, Nellie, who purchosed the
resort for $3,500 and begon working fo pul it 1o rights.
Fronk Alverson’s middle initial stood for Brockwoy, the
name which hos served the locole for over 80 yeors.

The Alverson's noteworthy efferts 1o keep the hot
springs cfloat were shortlived. The construction of o
nerrow-gauge rolirood between Truckee ond Tohoe City in
1900 certainly hod its eflect on the tralfic over the Mortis
Volley Rood connecting Truckes with the' hot springs. The
new rpil line’s enclosed cor delivered possengers direcrly
onlo the wharl ot the new ond mognificent Tohoe Tovern,
where the steamer awoited boarding to all points,

Thus it was that in spite of the Alverson’s hord work,
Brockwoy Hol Springs went up fo public ouction in 1909
ond was purchosed on the steps of the Plocer County
Covrthouse in Auburn by the partnership of Lowrence ond
Comstock, owners of the grond Tolloc resort.

Horry O, Comstock, son ond nephew of the original
partners, socn became the primary force in the
development of Brockway. Initiol development in 1917
included a dining room ond overwater cosino, followed in
1920 by formation of the Brockway Golf Club and
construction of the Woodvista Golf Course at the junction
of Highwaoys 28 and 287 in Kings Beoch. Comstock and his
pariner, Robert P. Sherman, formed the Brockwoy-Tohoe
Club, subdividing a portion of the holdings ond advertising
lots for sale.

Comstock bought out Sherman in the lote 19205, ond
from that time until his death in 1954, “"Horry O” {as he wos
widely known) guided the destiny of “Brockway Hotel ond
Hot Springs” with an oble hond. His daughter, Glodys
Comstock Bennett, ond her husband, Moillord “Pete”
Bennett, corried on the trodition of fine service in
naturclly-blessed surroundings estoblished by Comstock,
continuing operation of the resort until 1970, Following its

- e - - —
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sole, the buildings of the resort were razed 1o make way
for condominiums developed under the nome of Brockway
Springs Resort.

Of the several springs that were once used commer-
ciolly, only ene is presently in’ operotion.” Due to the
spring’s own natural inconsistencies of temperature (it
overages 112 degrees) maintenance within a comiorioble
range is occomplished only with great diHiculty.

The oppeal of the site on Tohoe's sunny North Shore.

remains os ever, though its medicinal effects ore now
almost solely solar,
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Snow And More Snow

Locol folks of comparatively recent standing like to
reminisce about how they survived the perilous winters of
1981.82 ond 1982-83, a double-whammy of metecrological
misfortunes with few recorded precedents. It is o for more
select group of residents who are able to recall the prier
visitatlon of the "Big Smows,” which occurred 30 yeors
sorlier in the winter of 1951.52.

In that seoson, a scarcely imaginable 65 feet of snow fell
on Donner Summit, with the snow pack reaching a depth of
26 feet. Thirty-seven fest lell In Truckee. It Is dilficult to
comprehend [ust what these stafistics actuclly meent in
terms of life os it wos lived in the Sierros that 1egson.
Deprivation took many forms, some of which not even
old-timers could have predicted. Though none Lould havé
known it at the time, a storm which hit o few doys before
Thonksgiving, leoving about three feot of snow, portended
the monumental winter fo coma.

Further foul weather held off-until Christmos week,
when it begon to snow hard. On Dec. 26, 1951, power in
the Tohoe Basin wos lost due to o slide which wiped out
high woltage towers os it swept down the mountain,
Though skies cleared on New Yeor's Eve, Highways 40
(now Interstote B0) and 50 remained closed, and the
respile wos short-lived. .

On Jon. 10, o weather disturbonce {loter billed as “the
worst Sierra storm in &0 years”) begon. Suddenly mobility
could be gouged by the distance one could travel on skis.
Trakfic in and out of the Basin ceased, and on Donner
Summit, the Southern Pacific train, "City of San Francisco,”
was stuck fost in the grip of confectionery drifis,

That winter, snow removal equipment owned by Plocer
County censisted of two rotory plows, one of which
mointained Highwoy 28 from north Stoteline to Dollar Hill,
while the other kept the rood clear from Dollar Hill south
to Bliss Sate Park In Rubicon Bay. With squipment
breakdowns (helped by nearly round-the-clock operation)
odding to the obstacles creoted by Mother Nature, the
snow removel task proved impossible, and conventionol
occess between Tohoe's California shore and the outside
world remained sporadic at best for the balance of the
winter,

A great number of yeariround residents were care-
tokers, living In blonketed isolation during the winter
months. As storms closed highways to vehicular traffic for
undetermined periods, contact with “town” consisted

primarily of visitations by Tohoe City Constoble Harry
Johanson ond his dog team. Consequenily, most core-
tokers maintained rowboats equipped with small outboard
motors in recdiness on the beach - clternatives in more
urgent circumstances.

While most residents had the foresight - born of post
experience « to provision themselves for confinement of
sevarol weeks durgtion, few were odequately prepored
for the 50-plus doys during which storms roged almost
constontly, Another sherl respite In late Jonvory wos
followed by heavy snow beginning February 1, which
again knocked out power and limited foodstuffs to what
could be found in the larder,

A week of spring-like’weather followed, cllowing some
"digging out” ond restocking of depleted stores of staples.
But Feb. 15 brought another storm, and little wos seen of
the sun between its departure ond the arrival of the next
weather system. The first three weeks of Morch saw
snowfoll stotistics for the season almost double, cousing
the use of second-story windows as temporary front doors.
What wos erdinarily o few minutes’ stroll became a labor
of a full day in 10 feet of powder snow.

An airdrop of 10 crates of essential foodstuffs wos
orranged by Constable Johanson. Tohoe City Golf Course
was the site of the drop, from which Johanson ond Frank
Slater of Tahoe Pork distributed the goods by dog sled and
beat 1o those in need.

By the middle of April, the much-welcomed sun haod
reduced the snow level on the Hat in Tohoe City to a mere
100 inches (just over eight feet). Things were improving,
By herculean effort, the state’s highwoy crews were oble
to meet the troditional Memoriol Doy opening of the
Emerold Bay road, cutting through snowbanks as high os
16 feet ot some points along the route.

Melting snow revealed new horrors wrought by the
winter, Roofs of homes ond businesses, groaned and sank
under the tremendous weight of the snow; property
damage was considerable. The body of an employee of the
Squaw Volley Lond ond Livestock Company, reported
missing following on avalanche neor Tower 20 on Dec. 29,
was not recovered until late June, so deep were the drifts
in the vollay.

Though some would contend that 1951-52 was o winter

. bastforgotien, those who lived through it are not likely to

ever lose the memory of It.
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With winter's white mantle droped in deep folds ocross
the Sierra Nevoda, it is chilling to recall thot this month
marks the 140th onniversary ol white mon's firs)
documented sighting of Loke Tohoe. A party heoded by
Coptain John C Fremont and guided by Christopher “Kit”
Carson first come upen the apparition-like beouty of the
lcke on Valentine's Day, 1844.

However, the vision of "Mountoin Loke™ (os Fremont
chose to call it) seems scorcely adequate recompense for
hardships endured by the party as they trudged mile ofter
weary mile through the deepening drifts. The trip wos all
the more exhausting due to tedious progress enforced by
the company's 12-pound bross cannon {the weight here
relerring 1a the size of the ball fired). In Fremont's mind,
possession ol the impressive field piece was o show of
strength likely to go unchallenged, ond indeed the
expedition met with no human opposition.

But cdverse conditions and the party's waning strength,
as it plunged back and forth ocross the divide in
waist-deep snow, linolly imposed the necessity of
cbandoning the 350-pound howitzer. the party's exact
location, when it relieved itself of its artillery power, is still
the subject of dispute, though most accounts agree that
the site was east of the Walker River, in the general
vicinity of Coleville, CA., southeast of Lake Tahoe.

Following the connon’s “rediscovery™ in the mid-1860s
(the specifics of the incident having become rather
couded by time). it came into the possession of Captain
AW. Pray, a prominent resident of Glenbrook. Pray fired
the cannon regularly on Independence Day and for special
local events: the marrioge of Caoptain J.A.Todman of
Glenbrook in the mid 1880s ond the lounching of the
steamer, Tohoe, on June 24, 1896.

In the late 1890s, Captain Pray’s widow was on the point
of selling the old field piece for scrap when posterity-
minded Glenbrock residents Dick Hesse, John Griffin and
Jock Quill hid it under o locol chickenhouse. When the
tongible aspects of the Bliss family’s business operations in
Glenbrook were relocated 1o Tahoe City ot the turn of the
century, the connon was among the miscellaneous cargo

barged to the company’s new center of operations neor
the loke outlet.

Soon ofter its arrival in Tohoe City, Ernie Pomin ond Gus
Rother, two tronsplonted Glenbraokions. were responsible
for mounting the brass barrel on @ massive timber ond
placing it on the blulf overlocking the Tohos City
Commons. Excessive pocking with rags for the firing ot
Coptoin Todman's wedding had coused a dangerous bulge
in the barrel. Following the connon’s final use ot the
wedding of Ernie Pomin in 1901, the firing mechonism wos
rendered inoperable when Rother drove the narrow end of
a file into the 16uch hole.

Display of the celebroted connon on the Common’s blutf
soon brought its existence to the ottention of several local
historical groups, each of which claimed righttul posses.
sion. Out of feor of losing the relic, local citizens felt
compelled fo secrete it beneath the stairs leading to the
employee’s quorters ot Tohoe Tavern, where it wos to
remain until the Tavern wos sold in 1927,

At that time, the weapon's whereabouts become the

exclusive knowledge of two men whose growing concern
over its proper disposition resulted in several furtive
relocotions during the next few years. AM. “Joe™ Henry's
garage on Front Street in Tahoe City is reputed to have
been the repasitory at one time, as was a spot under the
tumntable of the railroad roundhouse (the present location
of the Tahoe Boal Company).

An editorial which appeared in the Tahoe Tattler on July
31,1936, urged that the hiding place of the famous cannon
be revecled and suggested the creation of a small locol
myuseum lo house such “interesting historical relics.” As
the enthusiosm of the local citizenry proved inadequate to
see this project through, Ernie Pomin eventually contacted
Will M. Bliss of Glenbrook, son of the pioneer lumbering
family, offéring to donate it for preservation ot Glenbrock.

Bliss then contocted the Nevoda State Museum at
Carson City, which gladly occepted custody of the
celebrated weapon. Teday it remains a fixture on the
museum ground o be enjoyed by visitors to the region
from all over the world.

T T =]
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North Shore Business
Always Linked to Visitors

Considering the number of business ventures which
are embarked upon locally each year - and the discour-
aging rate of attrition - operating one's own commercial
enterprise in the Tahoe Basin must have some rewards
other than tha tangible. In this vicinity, three years of
continuous proprielorship is generally regarded os the
basis of “institutional™ status, perhaps because the
recollective abilities of many “locals™ do not extend much
beyond that time frame.

Prior to the 1960 QOlympics at Squaw Valley, local
businessmen did not consider their enterprises to be
anything other than seasonal. Cusiomers could be
expected to begin straggling back upintothe high country
about Memorial Day - the weekend many summer
residents tradntionally set aside for “opening up tha
cabin”. Archaic, above-ground water systems serving
shoreline subdivisions were in most cases drained eath
fall and were not restored to service until the last
weekend in May, The prospect of hauling water inbuckets
deterred the majority from an earlier annual visit,

The real “season”, however, lagged a full month
behind this initial activity, really getting underway with
the Fourth of July, Suddenly, on that date, the “season™
was in full swing, and for the following nine wesks (until
Labor Day brought the curtain down with & resounding
thud), local proprietors wera all on a hectic dead run for
their share of visitor dollars.

Factors associated with the brevity of the local
season were those cited by proprietors of vacation-
oriented businesses elsewhere: many schools remained
in session until the latter pant of June; Little League
baseball was blamed for a further Jag in the arrival of
summer guests. Fluctuations in the economy certainly
hnd their efrect on local commerce as well, keeping

"vacationists™ (as they were once called) home in soma
years.

However, in an historical overview of seasonal
enterprise in the basin, one factor stands out Tahoe's
weather, Both real and imagined - machinations of the
weatherman have always been the single greatest
bugaboo of local businessmen. Week after week of rain,
as experienced during tha summers of 1965 and 1982,
can have a devastating effect on local business, spelling
financial setback for even the most astute entrepreneur,

While an afternoon shower leaves the “vacationist™
refreshed and reveling in his own ingenuity and pioneer
spirit for having dealt with damp duds and developed

diversions, a steady downpour of days’ duration has guite
the opposile effecl, driving discouraged wisitors awey
in droves

Of course, a heat wave in the Sacramento Valley
generally has the opposie effect, luring the lowlander
away from his swampcooler and up into the luxurous
cool astmosphere of the High Sierra. But this
meteorological corollary is not frequently cited, as a s
apparently considered to be 8 “given” which “comes with
the territory”, Proprietors of many years standing know
the fallacy of such assumption.

Barring the effects ol bad weather, heavy advertising
gradually became tha means by which local busmesses
axpanded - or al least managed 10 stay afioat. Under the
leadership of H.F. Droste (pariner with Major A_P. Cristin
the Tahoe Realty Company), and with able help from
George Kehlet of Meeks Bay Resort, A L Richardson of
Camp Richardson Resort, Dave Chambers of Chambers’
Lodge and other local businessmen, the Lake Tahoe
Sierra Association was formed in the Spring of 1939

Members devoted tha off-season to distnbution of
circulars and word-of-mouth promotion of the associa-
tion's chief imerest: Tahoe and its wonders. Southern
California, the winter home of many of Tahoe's summer
proprietors, was the target of much of this spirted
drumbeating. The Association’s strategy and hard work
produced results not only for the original membership,
but for those who camae after, hoping to assume a share of
the business these early efforts generated.

But in spite of this vigorous program, the pattern of
successive proprietorships is a significant factor in
discussing the history of local commerce. It is interesting
to note that of all the business establishments which have
ever operated between Camp Richardson on the south
shore and stateline on the north shore, only two have
managed to remain under the same ownership {(within
the family) continuously for over 50 years. Herb Obexer,
son of the late founder of the family’s operations at
Homewood, and Bill Hunter, grandson of the originator o
Bacchi's Restaurant in Lake Forest, own the only such
businasses still in existence. [

Life is indeed rough in the mountains!
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Curiosities Of Homewood

Homewood hos olways been o homlet with o
reputation for tolerance of whimsy-in-public. No one can
say with certainty just how this ottitude came into being,
but perhops its chiel progenitor was Waller Scott Hobart,
Jr., son of the lomber baron. His widespreod operations
were largely responsible for the denuding of North Tohoe
hillsides in the 18703 and 1880s.

Though the nome Hobart is most often associated with
octivities ot Incline and Sond Horbor (on Tohoe's east
shore), the 19208 saw construction ol o remarkable
multi-story structure in Homewood which monoged to
occommodale the less industrious pre-occupations of the
younger Hobort, who indulged himsell in fast boats, fas!
women, ond fost-odting spirits,

The new building, a family "plnyhm;u" of sorts, wos
large encugh to provide shelter for the impressive arroy of
Hobaort boots os well as the family and their entouroge. By
use of o double-track morine roilwoy system, the Hobart
fleet — mostly lorge, mohogany-hulled croft incorporating
the lotest word in mechanical devices - could be
effortlessly lounched.

The building’s top story, a promenade hallway which
overlooked the boats, hod o number of opartments, each
fumnished with a bosin, o potty, and bed. Mohair furniture
ond beods in the doorways attested to the sumpluous
predilections of the wealthy in the 1920s.

Access to this upper floor wos gained by means of an
oncient Ofis elevotor which, like the rest of the electrical
system, opercted on DC current, with power supplied by o
pelion wheel located ot a small private reservoir west of
Homewood.

Joke Obexer ocquired title fo the property (including
alt improvements, furnishings, ond contents) in the late
1930s. He used the building primarily for boat storage. A
young mechanic for Obexer, on moving into the building’s
front deluxe opartment in the late 1940s, found the

original furnishings 1o be totally intoct, though lock of o
source of DC power hod rendered the elevator inopercble.
However, rewiring resiored the electrical system 1o use.

Today, the loded, bam-red structure continues 1o
occupy a prominent place on the Homewood shoreline,
stonding in mute testimony lo o livelier period in the
community’s history,

Foremost present doy exomple of Homewood whimsy
is the delightful experience that is the Squirrel's Nest. The
current enterprise, which, from 1929 10 1984 housed the
storefront ond warehouses of Urch's Plumbing. has come
with age 10 a history of its own, having its nutty beginnings
in o commarciol building in Meadow Pork (ocross the
highway from Meeks Boy) in the early 1970s, ond

‘blossoming into a picnic-luncheon-and-what-have-you

which drows curiosity-seekers from near ond for.

Almost ocross the rood from the "Nes1™ is yet onother
piece of local whimsy: on oronge double-ended vessel
with drogons guording bow ond stern which has occupied
the same small portion of locol real estate for well over a
decade. Originally built for o Viking festival in Indiana, it
waos later shipped 1o Newport Beach, where it come into
the possession of Loren Holmwood, @ nonagenarion of
Scandinovian descent, who has made Loke Tohoe his
summer residence since the 1940s.

Holmwood had the boat brought 1o Lake Tohoe, but
repairs necessary lo render the croft (damoged in tronsit
from Indiana) seaworihy were never mode. Herb Obexer
eventuolly ocquired possession in lieu of mony yeors'
storage bills. And so it sits, waiting for a chonce 1o sail
Tahos's vost blue.

There are meny locol sights about which visitors 1o the
area may have occassion lo wonder, yet perhaps nowhere
on the West Shore are the curious more likely to find 30
many closely gathered curiosities than in Homewood.
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High Sierra Gardening

Spring is in the air, ond os the show recedes ond
native plents bud end begin to leal out, thoughis turn
noturally to the culiivul:on ol non-indigencus flora. The
High Sierro, though not’ traditionally ossociated with
garderming {much less farming), hos been known to
produce a wide variety of vegetation to delight the eye,
the palate, and the waollet,

The earliest of local ogricultural atforts blossomed
from the need for animal feed. Prior 1o the completion of
the Tronscontinental Roilrood in 1858, oxen, donkeys and
horses supplied the motive power for oll Ireight bound for
the Sierro. The Comstock Bonanza in Virginia City
prompted o pervosive rags-to-riches philosophy and the
eoger quest for quick wealth chafed agoinst sometimes
unconqueroble meteorological limitetions.

While the work in the Comsatock mines was not itsell
seasonal, occess to the mining districts wos severely
curtailed by snow and mud for os long os six months of the
year. Even during the months when the roodways were
considered possable {0 comparative term in light of
todoy’s standards), wogons often mired down fo the hubs,
requiring that they be winched out of the thoroughfare to
give other vehicles the opportunity to progress.

Intermittent occess to the Tahoe Basin drove freight
prices up beyond all reason. Siloge with which to feed the
teamsters’ beosts of burden brought $250 per ton in 1840, o
price considered high even on the current market, Thus, o
booming sellers’ market developed. While some sought
their fortunes houling hay ond straw on the "Great
Bonanza Rood 1o Washoe”, others exploited Tohoe sources
of these essential commodities. Soon acreage in ond near
the Tohoe Bosin was producing hay for sale.

Squaw Volley's expanse of meadow was blessed with
a natural stand of Timothy hoy. The partnership of Fish
Ferguson, Coggins ond Smith cut ond hand-pressed a
substontial crop os early os 1860, transporting it by high
bed stoke wogon to Tahoe City. There the hay was looded
oboord the “Iron Duke”, a sixty-foot, two-mosted sailing
vessel owned by the partnership.

This double-ended vessel, proudly known os “The
Duke” h"d'ﬂ"f'*ﬂh'mm"}’of 125 tons, It also served the
ﬂodglmg hay markel within the Basin, slopping of the
present sites of Incline, Brockwoy, Tahoe Vista (then Pine
Grove Siation), Cornelion Bay, Chombers’ Landing (then
McKinney's Hunters’ Retreol) and Meeks Boy (then the
heodquarters of Murphy Brothers and Margon).

The some dilliculties ottendant upon the importation
of stock fodder were experienced by purveyors of
vegetables in the Sierra. The needs of locol hostelries ond
encampments were soon supplemanted by 1ruck gardens,
some of rother grand proportions.

Coptoin Homer D. Burton of Burton’s Iskend Farm hod
what was perhaps the lorgest and most successiul of locol
gardens. Burton wos a charocter given 1o superlotives,
and, toking odvantage of the constant sun on the Loke
Forest island which he cultivated, he astounded visitors
and residents alike with his crops.

According to E.B. Scott in his two-volume history, The
Soga of Loke Tohoe, “"One white turnip out of Burton's
well-tended gorden ron o whopping 16-ond-a-half inches
in diometer. Buyers in Truckee swore it wosn't possible
even though they hod seen it with their own eyes. His crop
of oats grew o a beight topping eight feet one season ond
he vowed it would have gone another three feet if Burton
Creek hodn't gone dry”.

Loke Forest has continved its reputation os on
ogricultural center locolly, even producing corn in some
good years. Other North and West Shore locations which
are favored with constant sun enjoy similar produciivity.
Mile-high gordiners looking for success would be
well-odvised to emphasise short-season crops (such os
peos, spinach, and letiuce) and ‘root crops (corrots,
potatoes, turnips, rodishes, and beets), which ore less
susceptible to inclement weather thon the melons,
peppers, ond tomatoes of flatland gordens. However, os
proved by former Tahoe farmaers, almost ony crop con be
successfully raised, given the proper blend of meteorolog-
ical luck, location, and . . . o green thumb?
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Hod the reader been 0 member In good wanding ol
the Tohow City Federoted Women's Club In 1932, the
rodiant highlight ol the year's soclol ¢olendar would have
been the! *t mesting to be held In the smart naw domicile
of Mrs, Ru . Maylisld. Bullt for her under the supervision
ol her husband, Morth Shore confractor Normon O,
Moylield, the elegont dwelling was located on Grove
Street, Tohoe City (ocross from whot Is now the outlield of
the town's lower baseball diomond),

Maylisld-bullt homes hove o reputation for enduring
quolity, ond his own residence Is no sxception. Its roal,
built of 24-inch clear white cedar shokes from Oregon
(which were dipped In o linseed oil slain), has survived
over hall o centry of Sierra weother with no more
strenuous maintenance thon an opplication of grophite
overy live yeors or so.

Maylield is o man of similar endurance. He Is now In
his 941h year &f full and octive life. He and his wife first
came lo Loke Tohoe In 1925, They spent their initial
summer in a 20-by-20 foo! tent neor Skylandio in Loke
Forest - ot that fime the location ol a Methodist girl's
summer school. Though no more than o seosonol
hobitation had been planned, who! begon os a retreal
soon become o permanent residence,

Maylield engeged in his trode, consiructing tennls
courts for affluent devotees of the booming sport. In the
next three seosons his crew completed 13 courts on the
North and West shores, Williom Walloce Mein had the
local franchise on the osphalt, which wos shipped 10 Tahoe
in borrels. One mon was assigned 1o continually stir the
mixiure in o mortor box. as il caome “real lumpy",
occording to Maytield, ond would “set up” if left
unattended. Mayfield recalls one afterncon when the
accumulation of black goop on George Heron coused the
legs of his overalls to be stuck together, necessitoting the
garment's removal with o knife.

About 1930, Mayfield purchased o norrow strip of
lokefront from Standard Oil, using its existing boathouse
o3 the basis of an exponded marine sales, service ond
storage facility known as the Tehoe Boat Company on the
site of foday's Roundhouse Mall. Mayfield added two more
boa! houses, Between 1932 ond 1935 he undertook the
construction of o three-sided “crib” breckwater, the

curved shelter of which eventually extended over 620

lineal feet across the water,

As the loke botlom olong that sireich of shoreline is
tolid rock and pllings connol Lo driven, the breckwaoter
wos designed using 16-foot lengths of six-by-eigh! timbar
with the middle tiers secured by bolts, The “cribs” thus
formed were filled with rock 10 anchor them. Surprisingly
enough, this commeodity hod 1o be hauled Irom the Nevada
side of the loke, For this purpose, Maylield employed the
Shomrock, o diesel fug purchased Irom Matt Green (then
owner of Tahoe Tavern),

The cribbing was built on rollers, ond os each section
was complated, I would ba “lounched” and set In position
with the ald of a hoist with o 30-1oal boom. Moyfield built
this eribbing o little ot a time, owing 10 the dilficully of
construction ond to his Involvement In other business
activities,

The boal company blossomed, Mayfield represented
Chris-Croft ond sold Hockers (another fine wooden
speedboot of the 1930s) by speciol order, Fred Main,
Moyfield's marine monoger and eventually co-poriner in
the boating concern, would often accompany him on his
ennuol Irek 1o Argonaut, Michigan, where he would have
o lock ot the new models of Chris-Crafts ond ploce his
order for the coming secson,

The boals Maylield bought in Michigan were then
shipped by rail to Truckee, where they were transferred 10
the norrow-guoge roirecd line and freighted directly 1o
Tahoe City dockside.

By the time the first boats slid down the marine ways
of Tohoe Boatl Company, Maylield's contracting business
had olreody established a name for itself, owing in lorge
part to the skill and care of his able foremon, John Burns.

A regisiered civil engineer, Burns is remembered as o
huge, elegont man wha wore a white shirt and tie in his
doily work, finding them no impediment to his sheer
genius. This mester builder "signed” his work with oak
dowels, which he used to pin the timbers of his structures
together, Examples of his artisiry are today prized North
and West shore residences,

In spite of consuming business activities, Norman
Maytield found time 1o be involved in the founding of the
Loke Tehoe 5ki Club. He clso deserves credit for the
persistent enthusiasm which gave force --ond eventuol
success-- fo Tahoe City's bid for selection as the site ol the
ski jumping trials of the 1932 Olympics. For three days in
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Il the reader’s fomiliority with Tohce
City does not spon more thon a decode, he
will doubtless fail to recall that the building
which now houses Victoria Stotion was,
until 1974, known as- the Tahoe Inn.
Progenitor and first proprietor of thot
business, Carl “Pop” Bechdol, Sr., hod
token cver the Tahoe House (no relation to
Peter Vogt's current pleasant dining exper-
terce of the some nome) from Robert
Montgomery Wotson In the' late 1920s,
Watson, loter constoble of Tohoe City, had
purchased the Tohoe House from Williom
Pomin, its original founder, in 1887,

It wos 50 yeors ogo this month, in 1934,
when o fire (which "Pop” insisted wos the
result of the negligence of Wong, his cook)
levelled Pomin’s originol building as well os
on odjocent commercial structure known as
Log Cabin No. 1. The undaunted entrepren-
suer quickly orgonized efforts to rebuild.
Crews working oround the clock miracul-
ously manoged to have the establishment
open for the summer season.

The new inn contained not only o
restourant and lodging focilities, but olso o
bar, lounge, and barbershop. The lessee of
the latier concession, tonsorial artist Chest-
or “Chet” Longenstein, was also an accom-

plished banjo plaoyer. He wos prone fo
enfertain possers-by from the steps of the
inn when business wos slock.

Following World War 11, o new leature
of the Inn developed under the guidance of
"pop’s” younger son, Bill, who by that time
managed the establishment. What hod for
many years been the dingy green employ-
ees’ dining room was pointed a powder
blue, resviting in its being dubbed "The
Blue Room”, The clientele of this new
gotharing ploce was expanded to include
locals <« by invilation only. In spite of this
policy (or perhops becouse of it), the eatery
soon esfablished itsell os the unofficial
"Town Holl” of Tahoe City.

The Blue Room offered meals from the
time the kitchen opened for breakfast often
until the wee hours. As seating was limited
fo one lorge toble and about o dozen
chairs, standing room only was offen the
rule. The Blue Room odjoined the inn's
kitchen, ollowing the cook to double as a
waoiter most of the time.

Dinners in the Blue Room, which

“included soup and salad and wsuvally
“olfered a choice of two or three entrees,

ware initially priced ,at 37 cents ~ quite
reasonable. even by standards of the late
1940s. However, it was Bechdolt's unwrit-
ten policy that those who could net offord
to poy even this nominal charge were
assessed what they could offord or allowed
1o work off the expense of their meal. This

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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humanitarion gesture provided sustenonce for mony
temporarily-down-ond-out souls and kept the inn's dishes
woshed, plumbing repaired and cutdoor totem poles
painted in the mecn time,

Although it become the town's soup-kitchen, the Blue
Room ofso cotered 1o the locol elite. It provided the sefting
for the financiol tronsoctions of such Northshore wizords
os Henry J. Kaiser, Stonley Dollor ond the W. Vi. Mesns.
When Squaw Valley Corporation wos being orgonzed in
1947, Bill Bachdolt offered Alex Cushing the use of the Blue
Room.

By 1974, when Bill Bechdolt sold the Tohoe Inn, the
price of o dinner in the Blue Room hod inched its woy
upward fo $1.77 - still an emazingly low price. On March
15, 1974, o gola farewell party revived the original drink
prices {15-cent beer ond 30-cent highballs), and brought
bigwigs from as far owoy os Sccromento ond Reno to
celgbrate the demise of the decodes-old estoblishment.
The guests included politicians, old-fimers, ond long-time
friends of Bill's father, Carl Sr.. whom the festivities were
intended chiefly to hanor.

The era in which the Tohoe lnn figured with such
prominence is long gone now, but for those who
frequented its exclusive dining room (perhaps on the besis
of o few hours of hord work in exchange for a mool]_ ]
recalls memories which in this oge of liobdity ond .
skepficism ore not likely 1o be revived.
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Early Camera Artists Preserved Local Scene

!’hoiogrnphy provides us our mos! inconfrovertible -
ond interesting - record of the events, foces, ond ploces
that shoped our yesterdoys,

Evidence suggests thot Tahoe's first “knights of the
box*wrd—ahroud"ggr.r‘lvod on the local scene p!’?or to 1870,
ye! selecting ond doting on “earliest photo” of Tohoe's
north shore omounts 1o conjecture. lfinerant photogroph-
ers probobly deserve credit for our less-than-peripherol
peek of the region's raw youth.

Chief circumstance contributing to the exponsion of
local photogrophic records was the completion of the
Tohoe Tavern in 1901. Locoted one mile south across the
Truckee River from Tohoe City proper, the “Tavern”
catered 1o the style-conscious wealthy, who appreciated
hoving their activities recorded, ond offered such
on-premises conveniences as a resident photographer. In
this copacity, the hostelry employed C. O. Valentine, who
maintained a studio as well as olfering for sale a selection
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Ethel Vernon's choracter
photogrophy included this shot of
husband “Bill” poised for oction

- neor Watson Loke In 1933

of "views” which could be conveyed to friends bock home
in the form of postcords ond fromeable reproductions.
Volentine was on artist no less thon he was a faithful
recorder ol history, squeezing the well-aimed shutter on
countless scenes of classic composition as well as historic
impori.

in the course of his employment by the Tavemn, this
master of the lens hod occassion 1o record on film the
devastation wrought on the local shoreline by the
impoundment of waters above the legol high-water mark
following the completion of o concrete dom of the loke's
outlet in 1916. Needless 1o say, the evidence provided by
Vaolentine's corefully lobelled photos stands iodoy os
irrefutable documentation in the ongoing litigation over
who should control the Tahoe reservoir.

by Carol Von Etten



Valenling's relitemaent l1om bysiness helped lounch o
new pholage tgumﬂmdqu.dhrhqgwbaﬂdmd
wile leom of + “BI” and Erhel Vernon, Wi, Veinon,
whao shaied har husbands talent with 1he comai g, sirove in
iecoid the more splilfuol pspedts ol local lile, while Bl
deall with suth subjects os local winter sporting events
and summer regolla aclivity. My, Yernon was o regulor
tolumnist lor 1 Topis (0 Tahoe City based publication
of the sarly posiwor yeans), and her photogrophs groced
not anly Hs , but olso those ol the Sacromenio Bee,
Huno Goretle Journal, and Truckee Republican,

One ol the mosl eshoustive chroniclars of the Noith
$hoie wos Michasl Beanning, o school photogrophes whose
“route” 1ook him over the foce ol northern Colilginin
du the winter months of o grinding pace which
included wisits 1o o8 mony os 300 schools per year,
Howevar, Benning's summers were I pursuing the
more lelsurely duties of proprlelor ol Benning's Resort
Cobins in Kings Beach, a collection of pole stucco units arilf
standing ocross the highwoy frem the North Loke Tohoe
Community Center, || wos owing 1o his annyol residence
thet sa mony of Benning’s 17,000 photos (recently donated
to the Colilornio $1ale Histerical Society by collecior Meod
Kibbey) were of the Tahoe region.

In oddition 10 the orroy of commaercial phologrophers
whao plied their irode on Tohoe's North Shora, the region
saw @ growing number of Iindividuals whose omateur
status did nothing 1o limit their benetit 1o history. These
wero the historians-by-occident who recorded (with rore
regard for posterity) not only the hum-drum offoirs of
citizens on o scenic outpost of civilizetion, but the orea's
butiness community in the throas of its birth,

Treosured glimpses into the Eden thot wos this bosin's
yesteryoor speck volumes, luring us bock 1o on ero of
unselfconscious tronquility, We con consider the occess
provided by these early-doy photogrophers 1o be a piece
of greal luck, bringing fo lite a post of inferest not anly fo
the serious historion, but 1o the cosuol student of locol
history ond visitor alike.
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Original stone buildings of Fleur du Lac, the Henry Koiser estote,
formed the core of what is todey on exclusive residential
development, C. W, "Bill" Vernon's 1938 photo records for

~ posterity the estate’s newly completed | '
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C. O. Volentine, well-known for his scenery photos, also
documented the hovoe of high weater on Tohoe Tavern's shoreline
in 1917,

: . b i

This family portrait, token by omateur photographer Claire T. Van
Etten obout 1929 looks south along the shore of Rubicon Bay. In
the distonce ore a lone boethouse and pier belonging to the
George Newhell estate,
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North Shore’s Lumbering Past

sides of Word fonyun. Logs were delivered to his mill by |

Lumbering octivities ot Lake Tohoe ore most often
associated with Glenbrook, Incline, and the South Shore,
Ye! many other communities were Involved in eorly
logging operations, Some had their beginnings as wood
camps or terminol points for skid chutes which brought
raw {imber from surrounding slopes to the lokashore.

The voracious consumption of wood products, first in
the form of ties for the franscontinental railrood and later
as timbers for the Comstock mines, was largely
responsible for the development of Tohos's lumbering
indusiry, The lirst sawmill of record In the Tohoe Basin,
known as Woodburn's Mill, wos bullt In 1860 in Lake Volley

neor whot Is loday South Loke Tohoe. The following year a -

mill built in Glenbrook by Coptain A.W. Proy began
providing lumber for burgeoning Tohoe construction. By
the mid:1880s, no less than five mills were operating in
Glenbrook, moking It the center of such octivity,

Not all milling operations were confined 1o the eost
shore. Twe ond a hall miles south of Tahoe City a concern
under the direction of Augustus H. Saxion begon 10 1ake
shape In the foll of 1863, Settling in Ward Creek Conyon,
Soxton constructed o 54 oot high overshot water wheel,
ofter he bullt a diversion dom one and three quarter miles
vpstream ond o ditch to convey water to his huge wheel,

In the spring of 1866, Saxton controcied with Collis P.
Huntington, of the Central Pacitic Railroed, to supply ties
for the roilroad line, which was proceeding slowly but
surely up the western slope of the Sierra. Soxton
envisioned great success for his smoll-scale operation. He
would probobly have reclized significant financial reward
for his industry and skill hod it not been for one foct left
unconsidered, '

Saxton's planned method of delivering the logs was 1o
make use of the Truckee River, “flushing” his preduct by o
setieq of splash doms to Cobum's Station (soon to become
known o8 Truckes). But, unfortunately, his green lumber
sought bottom o1 if It were mode of lead. In spite of
Saxton's valiont effort 1o dely physical lows, the wood
eveniually hod to be removed from the rushing water and
loaded on wagons. The 16-mile overland journey 1o
transpor! the logs took four and o half hours and
consumed any polential prolit.

Despite this initial foilure, Saxion perseversd ond
succeeded in extending his sphere of octivities up the

means of greased chutes. Saxion eventually took as o
pariner o man nomed Edwords ond loter Caplain JA,
Todmon, who was credited with building a number of
steam-powered Tohoo vessels.

The summer ol 1877 proved o be the end of Saxion’s
mill when o forest fire between Truckee ond Idiewild (near
Tahoe Pines) roged unchecked lor two weehs, devastating
overything in 113 poth. Though the mill itselt was destroyed
in tho! bloze, not 1o be rebuilt, the evidence of $oxton’s
operation can still be seen underwater ofishore at
Sunnyside Resort, where o quantity of lumbaer lies on the
bottom, awaiting rescue by some enterprising solvage
."Qﬂo

Though Saxion's was the oaly mill In the viinity,
logging wos conducied on a mossive scale olong most of
Tahoe's California shore. Mountainsides of incalculable
boardiest of timber were denuded. Areos of sasy ocgess
were the first to be exploited, bul as demond persisted,
regions of lesser occessibility were harvested. This
necessitated the construction of skid chutes lo carry logs
down to a centraol location where they could be loaded on
wogons or diverted Inlo existing woler courses ond
flushed to the loke, At the lokeshore, the logs were
choined logether in V.shoped booms and towed to the
Glenbrook mills.

Log skids, which dotted Tohoe's North ond West
shores 100 yeors ogo, are poorly evidenced todoy. Such is
the cose with a skid which was located just to the west of
the present site of Rocky Ridge, between Tahowe City ond
Loke Forest. Another chute was found at Bear Trop, where
Burton Creek served to carry timber to the Loke Forest
shore,

Kings Beoch olso served the lumber Interests with o
chute which ron along the present route of Beaver Street.
In foct, until 1939, when many streets were renomed lo
correct confusion arising from the multiple uses of names,
Beaver Street hod been known by the dublous oppaellation
of Skid Road.

The lumber boom, which so chonged the face of the
Tohoe Bosin prior to the turn of the century, seems a
distant event today, Although the landscope has been
since altered by the healing work of Mother Nature ond
varying requirements of man, It remains a colorful page in
Tohoe's history.
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As the school year moves toword i inevitable (yet, to
young minds, interminable) conclusion, we look back on
locol educonanal offerings of earlier days. It is Interesting
10 note that the north and west shores ol Lake Tahoe hod
been “settled” lor X0 yeors belore it wos desemed
necessary that a school be established.

To Constable Robert Montgomery Walson goes credil
for the initial ettorts 1o estoblish o school in Tahoe City. In
the town's early days, lomilies generally wintered "oll the
hill", many repairing to Foresthill, where a school wos
ovailable,

However, in 1894 Watson mode the decition 1o keep
his wile end four children in town lor the winter, and In
order 1o provide for the educational needs ol his broed, he
remodeled a former residence (on the present site of the
Pepper Tree Inn) for use os o school building. Here the
Watson children, along with a four-year-old neighbor who
constituted the lilth pupil required for public funding.
teceived their early education.

The construction of the Tohoe Tovern, completed in
1901 just south of Tohoe City, octounted for the influx of
many new residents, including children of the tradesmen
ond domestics who were employed there. In 1906, the Bliss
lomily, who owned the Tavern, donated ten ocres of land
10 the town for the purpose of constructing a larger school,
The family otfered not only the land, but the services of the
Tavern carpenters 1o do the work,

The county put up the money for materiols, ond in o
show of public support for the project the residents of the
orea turned out in such force that the building wos
completed in o single day, with the womenfolk providing o
picnic for the workers.

This building served well for over a decade. but os the
population of the area grew, it noturally tended to spread
itself out. In the early 1920s, the Vernen and Henry
families, eoch with two children, moved into the Meeks
Bay-Tohoma area. In the summer of 1923, the Georgetown
Divida School District provided o teacher ond o focility for
these and other local children.

Lillian Vernon Farr, a longtime Tohoe City resident,
remembers altending the school, held in o Tohama cabin
which serves ils present owner as a storage building. The
school was comprised of eight pupils in oll, including one
Indian lad, and some of these wolked the three miles to
the school on a cedar bork rood which hod been built for
lumbering wogons almost half o century before. The roed’s
remnants can still be found passing through the old
borbeque area of Sugar Pine Point State Park, partially
covered by the wheelchoir path on the grounds,

While this little rurol school wos short-lived, Tahoe
City's focility. owing to o steady increase in the town's
population, was becoming inadequate to contoin the
growing number of scholars, ond private residences in
close proximity to the school building were usurped for
educational purposes.

As o rewlt ol @ bond pavsed in May ol 1934, a new
physical plonl, hnown as Tohoo Lake School, wos
constructed by lotol contractor Norman Maylield. I
opened Il doors on Ociober 1, 1935, with 55 elementary
and 23 high school sudenis. The services ol Myrtle
Gallanger, hired in 1927, were scon supplomented by Bliss
Hinkle, the lirst high school teacher, ond in 1937 Miss June
Dyer [oined the locully,

In the early days ol local formal education,
meteorological considerotions were paramount. In lact,
prior 10 & reorganization of the school calendar in 1950,
local students took their long vocation In winter,
interruputing their studies in mid.December ond remoain.
ing at liberty until early March, Summer vocation in those
days was but o tew weeks duration,
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The population boom prompted by World War I
brought many changes 1o local schools. In 1942, Kings
Beach became the site of o second elemenrary school, and
1949 saw the orgonizotion of the Tchoe-Truckee Unified
School District. That wos the year that Tohoe City high
scthool students were first bussed to the high school in
Truckee, o proctice which continued uniil the 1973-74
school year, when North Tohoe High School was
completed.

Kindergorten wos first offered locolly in 1951, when
Miss Gerl Beon (now Geri Lowson) was hired to teach that
class. Mrs, Lowson still teaches one ot Tahoe Lake Scheal's
three first grode closses, ond is today instructing the
children of some of her original pupils,

In the 90 year history of North Tohoe schoals mony
sweeping changes have been wrought in the visual
oppecronce of the school facilities. Even so. the spirit of
educotion remains as it was in the days when a single
small room served to house the pupllsﬂ o prior century,

TR |
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“Lights, Camera, Action
Tahoe/Truckee's Movie History

Lights - Camera -

Tahoe/Truckee's
Movie Making History

by Carol Van Etfen
photos courtesy of Lillian Vernon Farr

In the 75 year history of the motion picture
Industry, the scenic wonders of Lake Tahoe
have provided the backdrop for countless films,
ranging In mood from the ridiculous to the
sublime. Enferprising businessmen in the
Truckee area ardently wooed filmakers in the
Industry’s early years, resulting In the railroad
town frequently being used as a location for
outdoor adventure pictures in the 19.teens and
1920s,

The proximity of the natural marvel of
Lake Tahoe made it a popular off camera
destination for stars and stagehands alike, and
many movieland luminaries made the 15-mile
|ourney by narrow guage railroad along the
Truckee River corridor to Tahoe City, where
they beheld the natural blessings of local
geography.,

Word of Tahoe spread via the studio
grapevines, and by the mid-1930s, several
companies had made use of north and west
shore locations, preserving In such films as
"Rose Marie’’, “Lightnin’”’, “’Call of the Wild"’,
“‘Bless Their Hearts', "White Fang’’, and "“The
Country Beyond” glimpses of local scenery
which are hardly recognizable foday.

Business / Industry > Movies
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Three of the above-named titles involved
the use of a dogteam, sled and driver, and
Tahoe resident (later Tahoe City constable)
Harry Johanson was on hand to fill the bill.
Johanson’s chief devotion was to his dogs, and
the partnership of driver and feam was
responsible for many acts of heroism and self
sacrifice in the service of the community.

Some footage for ““The Country Beyond”
was shot at Granlibakken (at that time still part
of the Tahoe Tavern holdings), and featured
Johanson standing in for Paul Kelly as he
mushed his stalwart huskies through the drifts
of the frozen near-north with female lead
Rochelle Hudson by his side.

Harry appeared in seventeen films in all,
and even postponed his acceptance of the job of
constable of Tahoe City to finish the filming of a
picture in which he was appearing, as it “paid
more than a constable could make in six
months'’.

The clarity of Tahoe’s water enjoyed wide
reputation in the early days. Owen McKeon, in
his out-of-print ““The Railroads and Steamers of
Lake Tahoe”, recalls that some sub-marine
footage for a Buster Keaton film, ““The
Navigafor’”, was shot here owing to the
excellent underwater visibility. The film show-
ed Buster in a diving suit, “working’” on the
propellers of the steamer ““Tahoe” as he stood
on the lake’s bottom.

Other steamers saw service in locally
filmed sequences. The “’Nevada”, an 85-foot
steamer which for many years made the thrice
weekly winter mail runs around Lake Tahoe,
appeared in three different films, including
““Rose Marie”, with her name blacked out 50 as
!?A:f:.fj ""Vada"”, and in the films “Evad’” and
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WINGING IT

Since Ita discovery by man. Loke Tohos's superiotive
quelities hove gensratsd mony myths regording I
formidability .- most of which time hos sventuolly seen fif
to dispel. Prior 1o Ity “conquest™ by air  the unpredicioble
woters of the loke were corsidered a pichbitively
perilous destination for amphibioys pilots,

The “impossible” wos inevilably ottempted, of course
In 194 George Vomey (Varney Airlines) mode the lirst
secplone londing on the Loke, However, owing 1o generol
sceplicism obowt the plane s obility 1o betome airborna of
such high altitude, Yorney elected to toke.of alone.

Three yeors loter, in June of 1937, Richord Archboid
ond pilot R, R. Rogers sat their wing-over twin engine
"Guba~ down at Chambers’ Lodge. The Museum of Natural
History was sponsoring the project - @ test of the huge
oirplane’s ability to toke off ond land af high altitude while
heavily loden. Carrying o cargo of 1500 pounds of sond
bogs, the “Guba' lived up 1o expecictions, maoking o
smooth teke-olf and thus promising similorly successiul
tokeolls in its upcoming mission in New Guineo.

Inspired by Archbold s succens, a Bristol, Pennsylvania
pilol by the nome of Corl de Gonohl mode some test
takeolis of his own the lollowing summer, viing
increasing passenger ond boggoge loads. De Ganahls
plone, o Fleetwing Seobird powered by 0 300 horepower,
7-cylinder Jocobs L-5 rodiol aircooled engine, wus lound o
be copoble of corrying o pilol, three passengers and o
small emount of boggoge. “if the woters were shghtly
roughened by winds™

Commarcial aviation of Tohoe begon soon alterword.
in 1939 Wesley Stetson lounded Col-Vada Aircrofi, the licst
regulor seoplone service of the Loke. Stetson operated his
65 horvepower Toylorcrolt out of Emercld Boy, making
scheduled stops ot Tohoe Yeys, Zephyr Cove, ond
sometimes Kings Beoch ond Timberlond,

Following World War Il, Stetson flew o Republic
SecBea for hire on the some generc! route, continuing
service uni obout 1964, when he sold the business to

’
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Mbhe Brown. Brown stll operates Col-vVade Adpcreli
maintaining o seaplone bose on the loke shore diredtly
ocioss the highway from Homewood Shi Area, where he
provides a full range ol morine aviation services fiom
sightseeing to llying lessons in his DeHovilland Beovar .

Another commerciol seoplane operotion of the. loke |
wos Commodore Air Service. bosed ot Chamberns’ Lodge,
This enterprise, which began oboul 1955, wos bosically o |
commuler secvice, shuttling possengers back ond ferth
between Loke Tohos and Sausolito in o Pioggio P.136 L1},
Royol Gull. Bob ond Alkcia Lows, who owned and opercted
the business, also provided connections with Hurricane
Boy ond Cleor Loke. Fores lrom Sousolilo io Chombers
Lodge were 319,50 one-woy ond $36 50 for o :m-uj
fhight §

In oddition fo these commercial ventures, a number of 4
privole Individuals owned ond operoted amphiblous
oircralt on Loke Tohos, Two Grumman oircrofl which were
lomiligr sights on the wes! shore in the lote 1940s, 19504,
ond Into the 1960s were Fronk Fullers' Mallord, bosed af
the south end of Rubkon Boy, ond Sterling Edwardy' o
Widgeon equipped with a Ranger angine. Until about 1947} |
Rill Steod, lor whom Sieod Air Force Bose (neor Reno) s
nomed, flew locally for fun in his Novy Kinglisher.

Though local pioneering in marine aviation is @ metter
of history, the thrill of those who lirst soored obove fhe
Loke ol the Sky con shill be experienced by those who
moke the pleasant decision 10 toke 1o the air ond “wing it
obove the high Sierras,
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Willie Arnhold, West Shore Pioneer

For Willie Arnhold, who passed oway lost Fridoy of his
wosl shore residence, Loke Tahos had been home for 60 of
N B0 yoors, giving him the distingtion of being perhops
the wes! shore's yeor ‘round resident of longest sianding.
Certainly in hus six decodes of the loke he had teen many
thonges. bringang o lew of his own 10 the local landscape,
which endure to this doy,

" wos 1923 when Arnhold fiest orrived In Amaerico
from hs birthploce In Saxon, Germany, Mnﬂ In
Hobohen, New Jersey, 01 0 powsenger on the 5.5, Berlin,
Unsble 10 speck more thon o lew words of Englnh, he
monoged o cakch the train lor Ockland, Colilornia, ioking
the feery from there o Son Fronciico, where he was 1o
meel K uncle, owner of @ Novato chicken ranch. The
young immigront’s first job consisted of groding eggs and
tending 1o the whims ond indiscretions of his uncle'’s 9.000
chickens. Understondobly, his enthusiosm for the enter.
prise soon poled, lsading him 10 sirtke out on his own. He
sel g course lor the Sierros, where he looked forword 1o
enjoying some “scenery”.

Wille found whot he wos seshing on Loke Tehos'y
west shore, ond 1000 secured employment 04 0 gordeng:
on the Evmon estote (now Sugor Pine Polnt Sto1e Pack),
between Tohoma ond Meeks Boy.

In @ recent interview, Willie recolied his years ot “Pins
Llodge™. as the grond eslote woi known. His recollections
ore of quite o different era — a time of unhurried elsgonce
when Me, and Mrs. Ehrmon would s1ill wolk the mile and g
holl 10 Meeks Boy 1o poy theiwr monthly grocery bill,
perionally presenting o grotuity to storekeeper Charlie
Heller belore being driven bock 1o the esiate by their
choutieur.

In 1941 Willis built o residence of his own near
Generol Cresk, southwes! ocross the highwoy Irom the
Pvmon holdngs, Here he lived in some consideroble
solation, being without neighbors In winter (but for
toretghers of the Evmon Estale ond Meeks Bay Resort) lor
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miles In every divection, As lote o the mid-1970s, Mg
Irequent visitors « ofien In brood doylight « were @ group of
toyotes, who partoch of Willie's oflerings of lood ond
grudgingly consented 1o have their photogrophs loken,

Best remembered of Willie's ventures wos his stocked
trout pond, lototed odjocent 1o the highway ot the botiom
of the dip where the Chombery’ Landing tennls courts now
sit, Willie underiook this project (which would cerioinly
meet with Agency opposition loday) shortly olter the war,
hiring the Henrikson brothars 1o sxcavate ond widen
McKinney Cresk [ust cbove Ity highwoy crossing, creating
@ pond of less than one ocre which wos eighteen leet desp
of its outlel,

Willie nomed the concesslon Fish Hook Pond, and
offered picnic ond borbeque focilities for those who
withed 1o “swaollow their pride” and moke @ meal of their
coiches, The lish were Ralnbow Irout, delivered in holl-ton
shipments, Willie fed them o commerciol pelleted rotion
en which they thrived, some oltoining five pounds before
wirumbing o the perilstont lishing pressure.

Amhold operoted his stocked pond for obout fen
seasoni. eventuolly selling to the Perinl Corporation.
cevelopent of Chombens’ Londing, Subsequent renovation
o ihe property into Its present use hos obliteroted the
former lishing hole from oll but memory, cousing long
cbuent visilors 10 storile of the changes: o tennis court
where once there wai a pond|

Longtime local residents remember Willle with
fondness, hord ot work tutting wood, or engoged in one ol
the mony other octivities required of an eorly-doy
mouniain dweller . Invariobly In the company of his
faithful dochsund, Sep, who shored mony of his
odventures, Willie ond his ready grin will be missed, but
perhops he has gone 1o a ploce where the lish are olways
biting, o3 they once did - 10 tha delight of young onglers of
onother generotion = in his Fish Hock Pond.

o s
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FIRE!

As season lollows seasen ond locol precipitation ranges
10 Its Ingvitoble extremes, (now o recoid snowlall, now a
virtuol drought), we ore reminded of the speciol coution
needed to preven! o calomitous blare In the porched
woods this yeor,

Forest lires [such 03 those which darkened local rkies
eorlier this month) treate not only an unpleasont aesthetic
oppeorance, but o threot to lite and property on o grand
scole, the danger compounded by the lorge population
which inhobits the loke bosin on o typkal summer day.

Such o misforune was the so-colled Donner Burn,
which, lor twelve doys in August of 1960, roged out ol
¢ontrol, crossing Donner Summit and eventually scarting a
23-mile swath lo Dog Velley, north of Verdl, Nevado. In
that tinder.dry summer, the Redding construction tiem of
Briggs. Conely and Dennis, under controct lo tha Siote of
Colifornia to work on the new Interstate 80, determined 1o
ignore the denial of their request for o permit lo burn
debris.

While thirty of the company’s crew (lunching near the
worksite) waiched. the wind stitred the sparks of the lire,
the valocity of which wos soon beyond the powers of mere
men ormed with hand tools to contain.

An oppressive smoke dorkened the shy to a constont
daytime twilight, ond electrical power In the bosin ond
beyond was lost for 0 week o3 80-mile-per-hour winds
(generoted by the fire itself) whipped the inferno ropidly
east, threatening the town of Truckee lor a time before @
merciful shift in direction.

A crew of 3,500 lirefighters, from every major fores! in
the country, were {lown In to baitle the bloze. They ware
oided by BO tonkers and 110 bulldozers, while overheod
nine aeriol tankers, five helicopters, and a spotter plone
did their parts 1o suppress the spreoding flames.

When it wos all over (Forest Service firelighters
continued to patrel the oshes for 53 doys following the
fire's outbreak), 43,000 ocres hod been blackened.

Precedent 10 the Donner Burn, the most recent lorge lire
in the orea hod been the Florision blaze of 1924, which hod
its origin near Groy Creek (o tributary of the Truckee
River). This conflogration, the scors of which are still
visible olong Highway B0, consumed 18 miles of timber and
soge o3 it sprecd toward the town of Reno, on the outskirts

of which it wos linelly extinguished.

In spite ol o siring of “wel” seasons Immediately prior,
the month of August, 18% saw several forest lires roging
near Tahoe, The Truckee Republicon reported that
voluable imber a1 Swilt's $1ation belonging 1o Ed Sweeney
of Corson City hod been destroyed by lire. The Republicon
further stated thot “o lorge lice ks s1ill In progress on the
hill Incline (the site ol Incline Villoge todoy). Five fires
storted on the western shore lost Wednesdoy were
doubiless of on Incendiary orlgin, ond more are o! the
southern end of the lake. Lorge numbers of men storted
lor the scenes of the lires and In port stayed the progress
ol the flomaes™.

Mork Twain, of course, wos Initiglor of perhaps the
lotgest forest lire ever 1o sweep the area, In 1881, o3 @
young and foollocse vogabond comping on the loke's
north shore, he ond o companion failed 1o odequotely
oversee their evening's camplire, which they suddenly
lound “galloping oll over the premises”.

Driven to the lake's shore by the bloze's intense heat,
they woiched the sleady encroochment of the flomes,
which "wen! surging up edjocent ridges - surmounted
them ond disappeared in the canyons beyond - burst into
view upon higher and farther ridges...1ill os for as the eye
could seorch the lofty mountain fronts were webbed os It
were with a tongled networh of red lava streams. Awoy
across the woter the crogs and domes were lit with o ruddy
glore, and the lirmament ocbove wos o reflected helll®

As Twoin's visit predoted ony lymbering octivity in the
basin, neither the event nor the regretful recollection of it
quoted above (from his book Roughing It) aver generated
ony legol repercussions for him, though from his
description of the exten! of the fire, it must certainly have
represented o consideroble loss 1o the Industry which, in
the next generation, tronsformed the basin Inte a bustling
source of timbers 1o shore up the mineshats ol Virginia
City.

But simply rowing off into the sunset, as Twain wos at
liberty to do, is not presenily on option ol careless
campers, and 5o those whose octivities In the Loke Tahoe
orea involve the use of lire would be well-advised 1o
exerclse extreme coution. The forest they save may be
their ownl
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The Name Game

Pethops no leature ol the Sierra landicape hos
witered under such o succortion of names as the body of
water we know today 01 Loke Tohos. During the 140 years
since Joha €. Fremont's lini sighting of the lohe on
Volentine's Day, 1844, the big blue of this inlond s1ea hos
been blessed popularly « i not olliclolly » with seven
ditferent nomes, ond as mony more hove been publically
suggested (1ome with editoriol tongue lirmly in theek) oy
olternalive appellations. .

The protocol ol wilderness explorotion diciates that
discoverery have the right of naming thair discoveries. In
keeping with such atiquette, the loke Is properly known a4
“Loke Bonplond™, the name given to It by Fremont in honor
ol Aime Jocques Alexondre, the French botonist who
occompanied the von Humboldl party on on earlier
expedition west,

In the decade which lollowed Fremont's discovery, the
designation “Bonplond” was favored in publicotions
oppeoring on the Conlinent. However, the mop drawn by
Chorles Preuss, cortogropher lor Capiain Fremont's party,
notes It simply os "Mountaln Loke”. In those doys, lew
lound themselves in o potltion to care,

Those wha did care found themaelvas lurthaer
confused by Boker's 1833 “Mop of the Minln? Raglonn',
which showed the loke as "Maheon®, Bartletf's “Guide",
another source of the day, referred to "Big Truchew Loke™,
with ye! onother cosually-ploced cognomen burdening tha
pristine alpine parodise.

In March of 1853, Colitornia’s Surveyor Genercl, ¥/,
Eddy. had initiated the use o what would 17 yeant loter
becoms the "legal” name of the loke -« "Bigler”. Yat lrom
the start this nome wos destined 1o mese! with widespread
dislavor, with Its most octive opponents suggesting that
John Bigler, the former democratic governor of Colifornia
for whom the loke hod been named, wos less than worthy
of such an honor,

Controversy over Bigler's merit os 0 namesoke waxed
hot whan the outbreak of the Civil Wor led 1o charges that
he entertained Confederate sympathies. Several substi-
tute nomes were promptly clfered up. The Unlonlst party
mounied on unsuccessful lobbying effart in April of 1851 to
rechristen the lake with the exotic “Tua Tulia™, Fanning the
foolishness the following yeor, the “Sacramento Unien”
suggested “Lorgo Bergler” os o more suitoble nome, “os it
would stond as o punishing illusion 1o the bibulous habits
of 'Honest John' Bigler when he wos governor of the
Srate”
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In Februory of 1862, public sentiman) ogaine! Bigles
lound expression In the lorm of on Interlor Depariment
map brough! out under the direttion ol Willlam Henry
Knight, the depariment's chief corlogropher, Knight
enlisted the linguistic skills ol Dr, Henty DeGroot, o
“Sacramento Union” correspondent whose eflerts o
tommunicale with Woshoe Indiams had fomiliarized him
with the rudimenis of 1heir diclect, “To-hoe™, atcording to
Dr. DeGrool, was ramilated “Big Warter” of "Water in o
high place”, And so, in the name of wpatior oevthetics,
the nome by which the loke I8 known foday was
eitablished In the white mon's vocabulary,

However, the controversy roged on, relusing 10 be
sllenced even by the possage of o bil in the Coliornie
Siate Legislolure on Febrvary 10, 1870, glving legol statvs
to Eddy's original designaltion of "Bigler”, Various vonals
of 1the Fourth Estate continued to offer thelr suggestions os
"o o more suitoble epithel, among them lledgling
correspondent Mark Twaln, then connected with Virginia
City's “Terrltorial Enterprise”, Twoin lound himsell drown
Ifresintibly Into the lray, occosloning to comment thal
"lo:hoa", in the dickect of the Digger ond “Piute™ [si¢)
1ribes meant "grasshopper soup”, which, he ¢onlended,
wos omeng their delicacles.

In light of public sentiment and pepulor usage, it Is
omating thot the nome “Bigler” continued os a legal
geographicol detignation until a mere 39 years ogo. But it
wos nol until July 18, 1945 thal o bill wos odopted in the
Colilornia State Legisloture officially changing the name fo
“Loke Tohoe",

In oddition lo its Impressive covalcade of cognomens,
this mile-high morvel has ocquired several nicknames,
including “Loke of the Sky” and “Jewel of the Sierros”. Bul
for all the variety of its nomes, running the gamut !mi:n
complimentary 1o condetcending, the notive population’s
original appellative serves bes), and seems most likely o
endure,
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Sailing At 6200

On a typicol summer cltemoon ot Tohoe, with the foir
breezes providing impetvs tor dorem ol sailboots of many
classes. it is omaring 1o recoll that o bnel generation ogo
the loke wor generolly considered 10 be “wnsailoble”
Lorge. displocement-hulled vessels numbered cmong the
loke's first wotercrolt, houling supphes, siloge, ond even
mail 10 the bosin's remote outposts os eorly as 1840, Ya!
hoisting o soill was considered on oct ol idiocy for many
yeors lollowing its originol decline in populanty

Among the first of the loke's wind propelled boots
was the MINNIE MOODY, o vessel of the “plunger”™ type
captained by Fred Eliot of Tohow City, This 34-foot cralt wos
odvertised o3 hoving a copocity ol 30 possengers, but in
those bustling days of Tohoe City's infoncy. she usually
cormed o lesser number in fovor of some odditional

l!’.ighf

Homer Burton's EDITH BATTY, first of the lake's packe!
booats, mode weekly mail deliveries out of Loke Forest in
the 1860s. ond could be counted upon 1o complete the
oround-the-loke journey in three days - if the Sierro
Zephyrs cooperated.

Fish. Ferguson. Coggins ond Smith's IRON DUKE was
the most! lormidable of early sailing vessels of record at
the loke, transporting hoy from Tahoe City 1o Bijou
Glenbrook. ond other budding settlements along the
lokeshore. The sixty fool, two-masted DUKE had o wide

By Carol Van Etten

Couttesy ol North Tahoe Historicol Society

Photos courtesy of Norman Dewhurst

Some early uses of scil were not oll so sirctly
commercial. Dr. Poul T, Kirby, who, with his wife Lucy
operaled Emercld Bay Resort during the 1680s. was on
ovid sailor who treated the resort’s guests 10 éxcursions in
his sloop, the MOLLIE BAWN. or 1o thrilling rides i his
racing yocht, the FLEETA.

The POLARIS, Kjell “Rusty” Rustad's first Tohoe sailboat,
wos o 24 foot Behr boat bullt by Nunes Brothers of
Savsalito -- shown here ot Sunnyside about 1950.

Casual booters of the period generolly tended to

throw coution to the winds. hoisting o piece of convos
above practically onything that would Hoat. Keel-less craft
better suited 1o rowing or poddiing were pressed into
service as soilboots”, ond the results were olways
disoppointing ond sometimes trogic. An overabundonce of
alcohol in the systems of some sailors contributed to

' ' boom Bhd tolld otloimbdate oh dmaring 125 tons of the ~several catostrophicrmonnemishops which rpcaived wide

precious onimal fodder in o single lood.

publicity, discouraging further odventure.




The MERCURY, an open-cockplt tempest cless sailboat
wsed by Rusted in his early selling excursions ai the loke,
wos on 18 foot plywood-hulled croft owned by McClatchey,

Increosed use of steam power on the loke during the
lumbaering heydoy ol the 16870s and 80s also helped bring
obout a decline of locol sailing. (Few residents gove the
oreo much thought os a recreation spot.) By the beginnings
of the motorboat era in the 1920s, o belief hod sprung up
thal the copricious winds ol the loke were 1oo dangerous
to be chollenged with impunity.

However, in 1939 a Tohoe Totller interview with Dr.
L.G. Kolisch. a summer resident of Carnelion Boy, noted
the rebirth of local sailing. Dr. Kalisch, o native of Austiia,
had imported two boals of the Stor ¢lass from Balboa
Harbor in southern Colilornio. The boots were eoch
equipped with holl-ton keels and reefing devices which
provided the necessory stability for trans-Tahoe sailing
Kolsch declared the lake “ideal” for yocht rocing, having
144 br that time already sprnt two yeors experimenting with
' uﬂ’l:orium winds,

The sight of Kolisch's sleek hulls gliding along over the
loke wos opparenily oo much for other local “old solis” io
observe idly. In 1949 o retired Norwegion sea caploin
nomed Kjell "Rusty” Rustod, then in the process ol
developing Gronlibokken, elfectively lounched the mod:
ern era of locol sailboating on Tahoe's west shore. Using o
borrowed 18-fool, open cockpit Tempest closs belonging to
McClotchey, Rustod become tonvinced of the loke's
“soilability”, ond he soon took delivery on a 24-foot Behr
boat manufoctured by the Nunes Brothers of Sousalito
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The lounching of the POLARIS, @3 this bool wos
chiistened, was o golo occosslon. opplopriately celebrat
od with llowing champagne ond woving flags. Before ice
many yeors hod passed) the boot's hull, which waos of
verticol-grain douglos lir, succumbed 1o dry ror dus 1o
inadequate venting, but Rustad soon replaced her with
anather sleek hull, which he dubbed the CHERRY PIT

Rustod's success encouraged others 1o try their skill
ond the Sunnyside/Tohoe Pines oiso soon boasied o

number ol sollboats, mostly of the 20 1o 24 oot variety Bill é

Briner, now Direclor ol State Parks and Recreation, wos
active in the esorly days of local sailboat racing, initially
with a 20 leot Clipper class boat and later with a 19 loot
Rhodes hull

Briner's slep-lother, Ralph Sears, wos of that lime
owner ol Sunnyside, ond, as such, had @ marine
concession which sold Higgins metor boats (ond later, of
Briner's suggestion, the glass hulled line ol O'Day
sailboals). Sears was omiably derogatory in his comments
regarding sailors, generally relerring to the number as

ragpickers”. But he saw his restouront business thrive as
a consequence of the development ol sailing which
centered itsell in his harbor,

Thonks to the enthusiom of Rusted and Briner, the
sport conlinued lo gain momentum locally, and by the late
19605 the roster ol locol sallboat owners hod grown lo
include such nomes as Charles Crawlord (with his 29
Ranger, the SALLY G), Ed Wallis (with his Col 30, the X-1
GREEN SUIT), Les Bortleit with his MARVA LES [still racing),
ond Poul Mooney, whose Coronado 25 wos the first on the
loke.

Anather soilor ol note was Ray Skerry, whose 21 fool
Aurora, the BLUE CHIP, wos a familiar sight ot local reces
for five or six years belore he purchased o 23 foot Ronger,
the BEAR PAUSE (the nome suggesting o lemporary escope
{rom his Big Bear Burgers, ol that time located on the
highway obove Tohoe Boat Company, (The eatery is now
known as Fos! Eddie’s.)

Henry Koiser entered Tohoe's yochting scene with his
3 fool aluminum hulled cotomaran sporting o predictoble
coal of pink paint,

Henry J. Kolser's answer to sallbooting was this 36 foot
catomaren (featuring predictably-pink aluminum pon-
toons), shown here in front of the Kolser's rock boathouse
in Tohoe Pines (now Fleur du Lac) about 1950.

The ranks of local soilors continued 1o grow, including
such names os Roy Hellman of Reno, who originally sailed

Daove Fritschi with his BLACK LOTUS.

Salling on Loke Tahoe is loday a pursult which, while
no longer enjoying the status of perilous Idiocy, still draws
those whose inclinations tend toward the daring. And on
any Sunday you con see them, scudding over the bounding
main of Tohoe's deep blue. from poini to ml .?nd home

L)
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A Gentleman’s Gentleman

The recent passing of Brooks Walker, 8r., 0 summer
revident of Tohoe's weat shore lor over 70 yeors, saddened
a wide ciecle of tiends ond associates who remember the
gentlemon with great fondness, Walker's San Froncisco-
bosed business ond philanthropic octivities are well
known, yet o relatively smoll group Is owore of his
founder’s role in the Tohoe Yacht Club and the
development of local recteational boating, or os spokes.
man for the interests of loketront property owners .
activities to which he brought the same enthusiasm and
style he occorded his official duties (among these
president of Shosta Forests Company, director of League
to Save Lake Tohoe, and trustee of the California Academy
ol Sciences). =

A transplanted Minnesota family, the Walkers found
Tahoe in the early 1900s, thrilled 1o have discovered such
on ideal substitule for the abundant water of their former
stote. In 1915, Walker's father, Clinton Walker, ocquired
his first Tahoe boat, the DOROTHY. It was behind the
wheel and wake of this 25-foot launch (which his family
renomed the HESPERUS), that Brocks begon his life-long
love affair with boating.

By the mid-1930's, newspaper accounts of the Tohoe
Yacht Club regattos were already referring to “long-time
chompion™ Brooks Wolker, renowned for his victories In
the hydroplane category {which with Harry Hush Magee
and Lou Fageol he helped pianeer). The PSYCHE, a step
hydroplane powered by a Hall-Scott aviation conversion,
was a sensation in the early 1920's, attaining speeds in
excess of 60 miles-per-hour.

In the 1935 Tahoe Tavern Regatta, then-Rear
Commodore Walker entered the PSYCHE 1l, o 4%
horsepower hydro, racing ageinst Edward Letts Oliver's
LETTS GO aond another contender piloted by Walter
McGee.

For pleasure, there was the SARGENT, o Garwood
product which featured on enclosed forward cockpit (for
the convenience of ladies who preferred to keep thelr
hairdos intact while enjoying a spin). This craoft wos
followed by the PSYCHE lll, an early 1950's model Chris
Craft Custom Sedan, and the last of Walker's wood-hylled
fleet.

Walker was a celebroted early aquaplone rider, and
helped initiate o specially featured roce of the 1940
regata. Contestants would be towed from Obexer's to
Chambers’ on their choice of aquoplane or waterskis, In
oddition to Walker, who tock the trophy, competitors
included Corl and Billy Bechdolt of Tahoe City, Pierce
Milton of Tohoe Pines, Homewood's John Sounders, and

“pros” Roy ond Strand Mikkelson, winter Alpine oces who
hod pioneered the sport of waterskling al Tohos theee
years belore,

But Wolker's assoclation with Loke Tahos wos not ol
pleasure, As o Ighelront property owner, Brooks
occasionally lound himsell concerned with the hsue of
loke level, one such Instance colling for hiy oppearance In
courl. Local resident and Wolker's long-time friend Tim
Sullivan tells the story of Waolker's arrival of the Auburn
courthouse with on ormload of ski poles. Beginning of the
rostrum, Walker poced off down the olsle and oul the
doar (perlodicolly leaving o pole behind o3 @ marker) and
proceeded down the courthouse steps to a spot somewhat
beyond the fountain. This distance, he explained to the
court, represented 360 teet, the amount of his real estate
which waos encroached upon by the artiticially-impounded
waters of the Tahoe "Reservolr” at Its maximum legol

——

limit, Alter that, said Sullivan, the government didn't

bother him any further on the sublect.

His activities and affiliotions were myrlad, beneliting
a great many pecple he never knew. But by those here
who knew him, Brooks Walker will be remembered In all
that he did as o gentleman's gentleman whose role in
history Is secure.
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Rodeg - At Lake Tanhoe?
Y
Glenbrook residents Wil Bliss end Foy Shannan,

The Slerraville Rodeo, Nevoda Counly's blg summer
equestrion even!, look ploce lost weekend. This week
brings many of the some contestants fo Truckee for thot
community's "harse happening” August 11th and |2th,

Though it has been o full generation since such on
evant hay been staged on Tahoe's north shore, some con
will remember the radeos of Glenbrook and Lake Forest,
which brough! 1ogether crowds of enthusiostic spectators
lor a day of western siyle entertainment.

Prior 1o thelr use os recreational mounts, harses, of
tourse, played an Important early part In bringing white
vetllers 1o the basin, The presence of these baasis of
burden was essential to logging operations of the 1870s
and 1880s, providing the power to skid logs down the
conyonsides to wogon or roil tronsport routes which
converged af the lokeshore, However, the local lobor
force in those doys was comprised mostly of woodsmen -
nol cowboys, and what little lelsure time was ovailoble
was not given over 1o equestrion pursult,

Following the decline ol the lumber Indusiry, as Tohoe
begaon to be developed for recreatlonal purposes, horses
served the couse of early tourism In several copacities,
Until the narrow-gauge rallroad linking Truckee and Tahoe
City was completed in 1900, oll transportation between the
two towns was by horsebock, stage, or wagon,

Bul once horses ceosed to be necessory lor
transportation, they were adapted for recreation. Amenit-
les provided by many hotels and comps scon included
guided iroll rides, or oi least horses-for-hire.

And rodeo, o popular western spectator sport of the
1890s, had found Its way to Glenbrook; a former "hub" of
lumbering octivity (ond more recently transformed by the
blossoming ef Glenbrook Inn and Ronch). In those early
contests, “pro” cowboys (as well as some decidedly "am”)
drew o crowd from near ond far, composed of elegant
guests and millhands olike.

When this eostshore community became a virtual
ghost town with the relocation of the Bliss fomily's tangible
ossets 1o Tohoe City at the turn of the century, the annual
celebration ceased, but the sport's continued popularity,
combined with a resurgence of local tourism, sporked
several annuo! “revivel” rodeos in Glenbrook four decodes
later, The first of these, held July 16, 1939 in the meadow
near Glenbrook Inn and Ronch, wos directed by
slow-spoken Johnny Vance, and emceed by local colebrity
Maojor Max Fleishman,

organizers of the event, were so delighied with the sire of
the crowd of “neorly 250", thot they scheduled o second
roundup for July 30, Attendance of over 350 of this second
evenl wos considered 1o be couse for stoging a third
no-odmission show on Augus! 20, and the result wos
onather shorp rise In ottendance, leading the orgonizers to
promise a slale ol even bigger and beiter shows the
following summaer,

In August of 1940, three rodecs were held in a single
week, Comp Chonokis (near South Shore) ond Drockert’s
Stables In Kings Beoch joined Glenbrock in hosting a
rodeo, the local populority of the sport hoving reoched it
zenith, Pre-publicity for the summer's innougurol event,
sei for July 14 of Glenbrook, promised o 9-event bill,
featuring 25 1o 30 professionol cowboys on holidoy from
the regulor circult, The $200 purse, shored by Johnny
Vance ond Johnny Gordner, both of Glenbrook, wos in
addition 1o $123 raised for the locol Red Cross.

It was obout thot some fime that Lake Forest become
the site of o north shore rodeo, Local resident Mozle
Cornell, whose lother, Tom Walker, ran a doiry In Loke
Forest, remembers the many hours she spent picking up
rocks on the rodeo grounds (in those deys located uphill
ocross the highwoy from the old hotchery building of the
corner of Loke Forest Rood ond the main highway, near
the cobin with corrals). Mozie racolls that each of the local
counties wos represented by o queen, and a Redeo Queen
wos salected from the group.

World War Il temporarily pul o stop to such recreation,
but the early 19508 saw a rebirth of local rodeo activity,
chielly through the efforts of Bob Skates, who at the time
operated o stable on the present site of the Lake Forest
Coast Guord station. Skates would invite his broncbusting
friends to participote in the vorious contests, with
specialors viewing the action from boles of hoy placed
around the perimeter of the arena,

Maortho Snyder, whose husband Don furnished the
lumber necessary to construct the makeshift enclosures,
remembers taking her girls {then grommar school oge) 1o
the event, dressed in appropriote western gorb, down to
cowboy boots,

Though rodeos on Loke Tohoe's north shore ond at
Glenbrook ore perhaps never to be revived, todoy the
wesiern outdoor enthusiost can do his spectating ot the
onnuol rodeo still held in Truckee -- this year's contest to
be stoged this weekend at the community park. See you
there!
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