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The Phantom of the Far Shor;

This Setwrday evenny in @ reMle sparcred by e
Morth Leke Tehee Hatoruel Socety, twe hahy tabothold
ors will be chowen te wevel bach hrough lcel boorng
hatlory to the oo of wood end dvers. The two
prirewinmers will sach heve the privdege of selectng rene
triends be sxtermpeny them in the plegiwre of 8 one how
Chvise sbosrd Georpe Whittelly legendary morine
behomoth, the THUNDEFRRD,

Whinell, mdhorare playboy of on sorler ere on
Tehoe's east shore, had @ pevsion for the vnuswol, ond bis
1929 Hoch er-designed morvel - 35 feet o mohogany ond
stoinless steel ~ was only one of mony such homoges to
novelty, Though by domecie (ond his dreamboat) hove
long vince possed into other honds (the esiote to the
Dreyhvs lemdy, the boot 1o B:H Horrgh, Owen Owens ond
now to Burz end Joon Gbb), mysteries surrounding the
reclusive Whittell, once owner of more of the Loke Tohoe
Bonin thon oy other Individuol, remain myriod.

Arriving on the locol sene in 1938 in the woke of the
bouin's lumbering era, Whittell invested o port of his
fother's fortune (ocquired in bonking, roilrooding ond reol
eitcte) in the “uielews” cut-over of timbet borom
Bliss ond Mobar. Eventuolly, Whittell cbtained deeds 1o
over 11 miles ol Nevado lokefront, the boundories of
which extended from the east end of Cryital Bay south 1o
Zephyr Cove.

On o lovely sost shore inlet known o9 Sond Horbor,
Whartell hod comstructed o $300,000 French chateau, the
steep slote rools ol the moin house ond its numerous

outbuildings satting off stonework common to the
structures of medievol Normondy. Thunderbicd Lodge, o
Whittell nomed the eitote, goined insrant populority with
the curious public, whose efforts of close seruting by boat
wers monitored by @ sound seming device. When
octivated, o loudipecher syntem broodeost! siroime of "IN
Be Glad When You're Dead, You Rowel, You™,

From the liest, news of ony activity within the bordess
ol Whittells 23.400-ocre “kingdom™ won disseminoted
faithtully (if hrough 0 somewhot bent proboscin] by the
locol press, who were excluded with the resl, ond who
seized on ony opportunity o ploy up the eccentricities ol
the recluse philanthropist for the edification of their eager
readership.

The summer of 1939 wos on especiolly juicy one for
locol newshawks, with the July 23 issue of the “Tohoe
Tattler™ gloatingly reporting severol domogng croshes of

Wherrall “hydraglanes” (amphubuons airtrelt] besed ot My
Tehoe lorwess. In the thurd of yuh mishape orcwing within
8 one your peried, pdet Fred Lere'y lnduwre in drgw in the
landing gear resvited in ihe plane “canching @ whee!™ and
tpperg over. A pnder incckent fha yoor prie invelied o
lhpover dureng lardng snhing erother of Whirtell'y
seaplones in 80 leet of worer Borh plonets nataned neh
sovere imwchwrol mpoirment ot they canequenily
requited dsmanting belere hey could be Muched sut of
the bavin hor rebuiidng

Nedher dd the “Terrier™ misy the opposrtenity W
report on Whnells ather sttviicen that summaer - theugh
they proved less dremenc. Progress on cansruchon of b
private yocht horbor (then being blarted out of the sokd
gronite sthoreline) was of wHuwnt newswortheen to
worront three photos on poge ene of the Juiy M “Terler”,
The some orticle oo mode menton of & recently-
lounched 173 honepower Veninor huiled boat, which the
coplain hodn'l “opened wp” by prevstmae, ectording W
cbiervers, "but kit going heifl theorrie It easily outdis:
fonced ol neorby lohe worercrah.®

Perhops the mos? unique leatuwre of Whaelly sviate
was not the orchitechure of the marine herbishings. bul the

“inhabitonty = begsts native 10 the widds o Alrica which

were shuttied bock ond lorth between Spring Volley Lokes
(Whittell's Woodhide, Coklormia doman) ond their
worm-weother quartens @t Thunderbird Ladge. Elephants,
giuolles ond komi were omong the wpecies which
|MGWMM1HNM ond more thon
dous o de the

cholr in his hnol yeors was rumored 1o have been the
tomegquence of @ winting makch with one of his
over saed lelnes

Though the noted personality of George B. Whittell,
Jr. poised on 1o his final reword of oge 87 in April of 1949,
the mogndicence ond mystery of the sout shore lagend he
crecied lves on, nurkured by tongible remindens in the
form of domicide ond ont deco dreomboat.

A chorce 10 tcke o trip back into the glomorous past
of this dkntrious phantom-of-the-lor-shore is yours with
the purchase of o $1 roffle hcket (six for §5), ovoilcble of
the Gotekeepers Cobin Museum theough Soturdoy.
(Ticketholders need not be present of the drowing to win.)
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W the readec’s lomiliarity with local lodging focildies
doss not precede the era of “time-share” and “interval
ownership.” he connot know of the glories of the “family
tesor1,” on imtitlution well.iepresented ol Loke Tohoe o
penerotion ogo, Theve “destination resarts” of yesterysar,
in view of their huge populority, might have continued 1o
this day were it not lor several interfering foctors which
‘sealed their enlerpreneurial doom.

For aver hall a century locol single-tomily enterprises
such oy Homewood Resort, Chombers' Lodge. Meeks Boy
‘ond Follen Leal Lodge exponded their locilities through
‘1ich ond leon times, Their successes, though chietly the
result of just ploin hord work. were olso indebted to the
folssez foire atitude of government in those days. for
hese seotonal resorts come of oge In spurts ond ylorts,
their proprietors odding to their offered occommadations
ond amenities s linances ond tree lime permitted

Permits ‘were not yel! required, this freedom
<ontributing to the lenuous nature of the structures and
ossuring thot no such operotion could survive the
mid-1960"s, when conversion 10 @ common sewer system
mandated changes 1oo costly 1o be underioken,

The oldest of these resorts, Fallen Leof Lodge, was
initioted by Williom Whitman Price, a professor ot Stontord
whose enthusiosm for the naturol sciences led to the
opening of o boys’ summer comp in the conyon below Glen
Alpine Springs in 18%. In 1905, he moved the comp
{nomed for Lovis Agassiz, “Father ol the Ice Age Concept”)
to the southwest shore of Faollen Leol Loke, where
occommaodotions for the parents of his compers were

provided o1 his new resor!,

Following World Wor |, which marked the end of the
boys' camp. the resort acquired land flormerly belonging fo
the Luchy” Boldwin estate, o8 well as property of Charles
A Swisler ond the Blonchard fomily. Subsequent io the
death of Me. Price. his wite operated the resort, and in ity
final years, the business wos overseen by doughiers
Harriet Price Croven ond Fronces Pork Street. Connection
to the sewer for eoch ond every plumbed struciuie on the
grounds (among them o greal many gues! cobins) wes a
hopeless expense lor such an operotion 10 endure. ond
Folien Leot Lodge did not survive

Homewood Resort also dotes lrom near the turn of the
tentury, having its beginnings in 1910, when Arthur ond
Annie Jost ol Woodland initioted construction ol o
three story hotel on the lckeshore. loter complemented by
the oddition of @ dancehall and casino ocross the highway .
Mrs. Jost operoted the business lor over o decode
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The steomer “"Ledy of the Loke™ readying to depart
the Hotel Homewood's pler,

following her husband’s death, but Ill heolth forced the
sale 1o another Woodland couple, Don and Bernice Hult, In
1938.

The Hufls begon o remodelling project the following
yeor - one which continued to some extent until they sold
the resort 1o Helen Alrich in 1964, Among their
improvements was o commarciol building (ot the fool of
wha! is now the Homewood 5ki Areo hill), constructed on
the foundation of the lormer dancehall, which hod
collopsed in the snow the winter prior to their purchose of
the resort,



Ancther concession inouguiated by the Hully wos the
Jomous Homewood $nack Shock, where the generel
public, o3 well ot the resort’s guests, covld purchose
sondwiches, solt drinks, ke treom cones, gum, cendy and
posicards withou! leaving the beoch area, The Hulls ol
remodelled the hotel proper, relocating the diningieom
from the interior of the building 1o the loke svide, 10 Ioke
better advontoge ol the view,

Maeeks Bay Resort, estoblished In 1920 by Oswold
Kehlet and sons George ond Fred, wos onother enterprise
which grew ond developed sporodically os swcconivl
seasons genercted the capital 1o expond. Starting with o
grocery store and lodge building. the Kehlets eventyolly
odded a lokelront diningroom ond danceholl, ond over the
yeors consiructed o total of over sixty cobins,

Located on the rovte belween Meeks Boy ond
Homewood wos Chombers’ Lodge, the domain of Dove
Chombars, whose Hotel Somorhind in Sonte Barbore
represenied more-thon-odequale credentiols lor the
operation of his Tohoe Resort, ocquired in 1925, Originally
estoblished by John McKinney o3 “Hunter's Home™ in 1863,
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the resort’s exisling improvements were molded by
Chambers into o well-remembered fomily resort, feoturing
on annual speedboat regoatta for the entertainment of all

Competition between the resorts wos cordiol ond
friendly. reports Don Hull, 5r., formerly of Homewood
Resort, All the businessmen on the Colifornio side of the
loke were inferested in promoling the virtues of the areo
of large, ond shared the benelits of their efforts.

“All of gyr resorts could stand more people until we
were filled vp.” Mr. Hutf explains. “Then we would try to
help people find occommedations so that they wouldn't be
discouroged with coming to Loke Tohoe. We hod o
comrodeship of colling up the different resorts with
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ATty planding of youl Besk WJJWM“IU‘
Chombery end ol clong the b 1y got
We were o very. very lnendly giovp o compatiiges

M. WMl 10tolls one cosw in puiid. | sk orw
night our duningroom had 0 1yn o lend dugs, od we
wete beginning 16 run ovt of low chips. | weed in gog
collad vp Dove Chambers ond soid. “Wer yov gt eny
lomb in your relrigeroicr?” He sod, “Visll lel g sae
Vioi @ minyte - hold the phone. And by golly, he seed o
boy out ther e 0nd he brought vp o rock ol lomb dhaps to o9
while | wos still on the telephine .- kept my dnngroom
going thot pight. Byt thot's the woy we all gt along in
those doys.”

But the inception of o bosin-wide syviem of sewope
dinposal ond the groduol acgusition of oll but 3.6 per et
of the boun's load by govesnment entdtiad sersed 10 baing
to 0 cose the ero of lomily busineises. leoding o the
orrivol of corporote interests oble to linance the Iy onartion
And 10 sorme minds. we ore the poorer lor the low of these
resorts, which ployed such on imporion! part i the wey of
lite once enjoyed ot Tohoe
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Prior to Dave Chomber's
purchase of the resort in
1925, this is how the Mc-
Kinney's "Hunter's Home"
locked from the Loke.
Behind ond to the left of
the wharf s the hotel
building, which hod been
borged ocross the Loke
from Glenbrook at the turn
of the century.
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Kings Beach

From the earliest days of its existence, the loke shore
tommunity of Kings Beoch hos botiled o honhy.tonk
reputation lobeling it os the Islond ol the North
Shore.” Though grows roots efforts of locol businessmen in
recent yeon hove contributed to o reversal of this Irend,
they con do nothing o invalidote the evenis and
circumstances ol history.

Kings Beoch, born in the jazz oge, was weaned on
tresh, locolly-distilled whishey and grew up os the seomy
poor relation ol older nelghboring communities. Yet prior
10 the lote 1920's, Kings Beoch wos no more thon o wide
spol in the rood. In foct, os late o1 1938, odvertising still
relerred 10 the location os “Brockwoy Vista.”

Though the story ha olten been dismissed o3 rumor
os legend, it Is the tirm recollection of more thon one kol
resident that Joe King. o lumberjock from Truches,
ocquited the property which loter took his name In o
forelul mid-20's poker gome, In which the big loser was
recluse millionaire George Whittell,

King soon begon to build the core of o thriving
community, developing commerclal highwoy frontoge
olong the edge ol on ideally llot, shollow bathing beoch
ond ploying londlord to several seasonal enterprises
Including o borber shop, beauty salon ond the Tohoe
Theatre.

Best remembered of the eorly businesses of Kings
Beoch Is Johany Royburn's Buckhorn Inn, which enjoyed
u:tmi decodes of popularity with vocatloners and localsd
olike,

The Buckhorn ond other local business Ignored
Colifornia's gaming lows In favor of Nevada's, conducting
osganized gombling on the premises. This encouraged the
sort of customer skeplicism commonly ossoclated with
gomes of chance, In 1937, the Inn's odvertising sought 1o
reassure potential clientele with o reference 10 manager
“Honest John™ Peralto.

The previous year, the Buckhorn hod hod trouble of @
ditferent sort when Tahor City Constable Harry Johanson
cenducted o raid on the premises. At thot time o Joe Perer
hod been found gullty of possession of a number of slot
mochines ond gaming parophernalio and fined $150,

» Bul enforcement of state goaming lows wos generally
lox, ond Kings Beoch continued, through the lote 1940's 1o

r--l‘.alnou" LR L R L T T AT "

tory

be considered a “hot spol,” Royburn's succens lostered the
developmen! of several other bors ond nightipols,
including The Pises, Freeman's Inn, Celeste's Cochtail Bar
ond o concern occupying the bullding which presently
houses Los Tres Hombres,

The community wos nol oll glitter and night-hle,
however, An allimportont tactor in the development ol
Kings Beach wos Joe King's subdivision of o portion of his
new property lor a residentiol orea. King fell sorry for the
local working-closs people who stolied the clubs ond
seasonal businesses of the larger, blstote community,
serving 08 woilresses, clerks, maolds, barkeeps ond cord
dealers. This lobor force had bean generally uncble to
allord property prior 1o King's Involvement In local real
eslate, owing to the size of ovollable parcels, King solved
this by maoking his lots o modest 25 feet wiie — octually
deeded tenl sites [ust large enough o occommodate a 18
loot platform structure.

King furnished the seasonol tent city with on
above-ground woter system, providing o complimentary
spigol af the edge of each lot. Soon ofter Labor Day eoch
year, this system wos drolned ond owners “broke comp”
lor the season. The makeshifi structures were relieved of
their roofs, ond each fall @ growing number of platforms
remoined o1 wilnesses to the seasonal habligtion, The
following Memorial Day, the system wovld be reoctivated,
bringing the community back 1o lile for another season.

Over the succeeding decodes, property owners began
to Improve on ond expand thelr summaer residences,
digging septic tonks and froming ond roofing the
formerly-convos structures. Mony Kings Beoch dwellings
owe the tronslent quolity of their exlsting architecture to
on eorly oisoclotion with the soilmoker, ond thelr
diminutive size 1o the postoge-stomp parcels on which
they sit.

Today Kings Beoch still serves ‘o8 o bedroom
community for employees of the north stateline clubs, just
os it did four decodes ogo. A newly-londscaped P.U.D.
Pork, built on lokefront which once belonged to Joe King,
provides locol color of o diflerent sort thon that which
chorocterized the communtly's early doys more
aromatic, il less interesting. thon the ero which preceded
in.
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Gazing ocross the ponoromic expanse of blue that is
Loke Tahoe, it Is easy fo imogine the challenge 1o conquer
thot affects some daring personalities. For marathon
swimmers the vot surfoce represents on lrresistible pull
“becouse it is there”, simidor fo the coll of mountain
climbers to the highest peoks,

The eorly 19303 was o period of superlotives during
which people strove 1o improve their troubled circumstan-
ces in the performonce of superhuman feats, The
morothon doncers of the period, the flogpole sitters ond
the goldfish swollowers = oll monifested the urge to go 1o
extremes 10 overcome the current burden of mankind.

Long-distonce swimming wos o popy lar manifestation
of this urge 10 excel. In England. Geriruce Erdele,
slothered with 4 kilos of grease, hod recently conquered
the English Chonnel. So it was in keeping with the spirit of
the oge when Myrtle Huddleston, 200-pound seasoned
enduronce swimmer ond exemplification of falr woman-
hood, successfully crossed the breadth of Loke Tahee on
August 25, 1931. With her body heovily greased to prevent
loss of heat in the grueling swim, Mrs, Huddleston set off
from Deodman's Point, north of Glenbrook, at about 8
o'clock on Sundoy moming, ond driven by waves which
forced her off course (she eventually swom something
more like 20 miles), she come ashore ot Tohoe City, having
been in the water just under 24 hours. During the ordeal,
she lost twelve pounds, but collected $700 offered for a
successful crossing, ond secured a position as swimming
instructoress at Tohoe Tavern in the bargaln,

In the next few years, Mrs. Huddleston's achievement
received enthusiastic review on local fongues, prompting
other hopefuls to step forward and attempt the formidable
crossing. Most notoble omong these wos Claoy Sherman
(21.year-old son of the San Froncisco music merchant who
founded Sherman Cloy Music), of that time ottending the
University of Oregon. The August 5, 1935 edition of the
Tahoe Tottler announced in front poge headlines that the
6'4%" Shermon would start from Decdman's Point ot
midnight the following day, with the plon of coming ashore
ot Tahoe Tovern. But luck wos not with the muscular,
athletic Sherman, who wes forced to stop the marothon
ofter 4% hours due 1o a sudden ottack of cramps. He did
not attempt another swim.

Three seasons later, in the summer of 1937, o
seasoned French endurance swimmer named Paul
Cholteou, who at that time held the record for swimming
the Catolina Chonnel, managed to grob several headlines
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Lake Tahoe

ol his own with his propoted crossing ol the loke.
However, uncble to find finonclol bocking, Chotteau
opporently obondoned the plan, os a Taoltler correspon-
dent was told that he hod checked out of his room at
Brochkway. Chotteau refused, the Talller reported, "to
swim for the glory clone ond states if he Is unsuccesstul,
which he doubts, he will osk no reward other than to try
ogain, (We wish we might convey his inimitable occent,
but In words to this etfect, that swimming the loke wos o3
e01y 03 smoking the big black cigor on which he putfed.)”
The swim was never ottempted.

Williom Long, a 27-yeor-old Van Nuys lifeguard, wos
the first man to successtully swim the wigth of Loke Tahos,
establishing @ new record. Long, like his predecessors,
wos blown oft course by the lake's treacherous winds,
octually swimming on estimated 17 miles in the process of
crossing the loke. Prompted by his success, o young girl
ond o 44.yeor-old man, swimming together, became the
third ond fourth 1o have crossed the loke during the
summer of 1954,

Coptain Fred Rogers of South San Francisco was the
next to successtully swim the loke, conquering the width
on August 8, 1955, Setting off from Cave Rock, Rogers
stroked the distonce in 0 mere & hours and 48 minutes,
coming ashore ot Meeks Bay. This success led Rogers to
further glory in his successtul swimming of the length of
Loke Tahoe - formerly considered an "impossible” featl, On
August 28 - less than three weeks ofter his successful
crossing of the width, Rogers ond another endurance

, swimmer, Jose Cortinas, sel ol from Kings Beach,
stroking toword the south shore.

Rogers ond Cortina become separated in the final
hours of the swim, Rogers coming ashore at the El Dorodo
Beoch having swum Tohoe's 21% mile length in 19 hours
ond & minutes. Cortino londed ot nearby Stateline Beach,
having swum nearly os for but folling just short of
conquering the actual length.

Since the mid-1950s there have been numerous
trans-Tahoe swims, ye! the public’s enthusiosm for such
etforts has foded o bit with fomiliarity. However, there Is
no taking away from the foct that the “great inland sea”
that is Loke Tohoe represents every bit as much difficult
challenge as ever it did, and ony swimmer who ottempts o
crossing can only succeed with a combination of skill, guts,
endurance ond luck that the weather does not represent
too formidable an obstacle.

— ——— ———
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Real Live
Indian Summer

Much is mode in some local circles of one’s pedigree
as o seasonal pioneer of the area. "My lomily’s been
coming up here every year since . , . is a time-worn claim
1o some kind of status as o summer local. A generation of
more-or-less consecutive seasons’ altendance represents
a certain devotion 10 the locale, Among the generol
populus, tifty years” worth of summers is rore, and beyond
a claim of three generations’ seasonal residence few but
toddlers dare treod.

Yet, even the most ancient resident -- unless some of
his ancestors were Indians - cannot begin to compare his
toamily’s record of annual visitation to that of the Washo
{correct original spelling) tribe. Since prior to the advent of
a written local history, some members of this tribe are
known to have made onnual migrations from their winter
range in the Carson Vaolley (remarkably barren of edible
vegetation) to Loke Tahoe's west shore, where the
abundance of fish and the availability of pine nuts and
berries offorded a meager existence (the Indians never
found o woy of eating the view) prior to the turn of the
century.

: So, in the cose of the Washo, it was with more than
* the ordinary enthusiasm thot they greeted the arrival of
-* the white man, with whom they quickly struck up a sort of
toexistence -- a partnership which proved valuable to both
groups. Several Indian encampments attoched themselves
to west shore resorts, annually returning to coexist with
Chambers’ Lodge, Homewood Resort and Meeks Bay
Resort.

Don Huff, who, with his wife, Bernice, owned and
operated Homewood Resort from 1938 to 1964, recalls his
dealings with the Indians who attached themselves to the
Resort. Each group of Indians, Huff recalls, had its own

.
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“territory”, and would not encroach on its neighbors. They
had a camp in the woods, generally wes! of the resort with
which they were associated, and the same Indians would
come back 1o the same spot year aofter yeor, wheore they
were fed from the resort's kitchen, ond, in exchange,
provided the resort with fish and loundry service.

Evelyn Prentiss Choote, whose parents first purchosed
their Homewood property In 1904, remembers one such
encompment which annually motericlized “in back of
McKinney's”, near the present site of Chomberlands. The
squaws from this group did the loundry ond housework for
Mrs. Prentiss and her neighbors, while doughter Evelyn
played on the beach with Loubell and Fishhook, and Indian
brother and sister of about her age.

The services were rendered in on old galvonized
washtub provided by Mrs. Prentiss, who compensated the
squaws with coins and cost-off clothing. The oboriginal
ladies were not the least bit shy about requesting o
garment still on the owner, "l like coat™ being tantamount
to a demand for possession.

In the early 1960s, Mrs. Choate visited the site which
she remembered as the Indians’ former encampment, and
found a group still comped there! Among them was her
former playmate, Loubell - their happy reunion occuring
after a hiatus of more than 45 years.

Since that time, this ond other encampments have
been obliterated by the advance of subdivisions ond
publicly maintained forest land, bringing an end to the
migrations of the Washo. The sustenance they once
injoyed along the peaceful west shore of Loke Tahoe is no
longer available, gone forever in the mad march for the
development dollar,
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It's the
Pfeifer House to You

Few local commercial structures can claim the history
and variety of business activity associated with the Pleifer
House. During the building’s 50-plus years of existence, it
has served at least five proprietorships, olfering a variety
of cuisines and atmospheres - each one@ unique and avery
one popular.

Originally intended as a residence, this building’s first
use as a place of business was under the ownership of
Mr. and Mrs. H.T. Marshall. They offered maals and - in
the way of overnight accomodations - hali-a-dozen cab-
ins, located uphill from the restaurant. These buildings
served a subsequent operation as quarters for 8 number
of ladies of the night, who received callers with a startling
frequency, among them (according to eyewitness
accounts) certain prominent citizens of the town.

During the heavy snow year of 1938, the main resi-
dence was occupied by Floyd and Beulah Cernell. Mrs.
“Carneli remembers that whenone of her husband’s mus-
tangs had 1o be shot, he had the animal stuffed in the
bucking position and sel the curosity out in front of the
Innfor tourists to use as a prop for picture taking. ltwas a
ratty steed, recalls Mrs. Carnell, yet it offered irresistable
roadside appeal to many passing motorists, who sicpped
and somehow ended up staying for dinner.

Nate Firpo followed the Marshalls as the nexi propria-
tor, his operation being remembered as a populsr “hang
out” of the day.

It was about 1939 when Firpo sold Lake Inn 1o the
partnership of “"Mom™~ and "Pop” Meyers and their future
son-in-law, Tommy Bonano. The Meyers at that time
owned and operated "The Hut”, Ben Callender's lormer
operation in Homewood, and they set to work with the
same enthusiasm and friendliness which had made their
wesl shore restaurant/bar so popular.

In the days when Tahoe City Constable Harry Johanson
was the sole representative of law and order between
Foresthill anc the California-Nevada stateline, gambling
on Tahoe's north and wes! shores was a commonplace,
with slot machines to be found "out front”™ in most grocer-
ies and bars and restaurants. A phone call up-off from the
Constable, signalling an impending raid, would drive the
one-armed bandits behind the counter until the heat was
off, and few arrests were made.

This legal inclination toward a policy of live-and-let-live
fostered other, more organized forms of gambling. Lake
Inn was among the several businesses ready to separate
a fool and his money, offering (in addition to the usual
mechanized "sucker pluckers”) “21", craps and aroulette
wheel - all reputed by "victims” to be unfairly adjusted in

favor of the house.
Continued on page 12

CRTTIN

(L TERET Y LR B IR Bt AL L 0
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But the lawless character of such days was ebbifg .
away in the postwar lLide, bringing a greatly-increased
population and consequentlybetter law enforcement. Ina
1947 watershed conviction, Fred ichelson (then owner of
the Tahoe Tavern) pleaded guiltyto charges of possession
of gambling machines, marking the beginning of the end’
for the many semi-visible gaming operations on the Cali-
fornis side of the lake. In a few years. the busindsseg
which owed their success to the income generated by
gambling began to close their doors - among them, Lake
Inn. . p.?

It was not until about 1950 that Ric Giannini, at that
time operator of five dairy routes for Golden State, pui-
chased the property. The building had stood empty for’
several seasons, and was in a state of dilapidation.’
According 10 Giannini, he and his wife Bernice devoted
considerable time and effort to cleaning and repairs
before they were able to secure the biessings of the Board
of Health.

Ric appointed his cousin, Lois Pleifer, manager.ol the
new business. and it was this arrangement which promp-
ted the D.B.A. by which it is stull known today. The new
operation was a family affair from the start. Mrs. Giannini
and the couple’s two children, Trent and Jan, kept the
dining room running smoothly, and in sprte of his time-
consuming dairy routes. Ric found time 1o tend bar occa-
sionally. However, it was Hermann Schaefler, one of
Squaw Valley's lirst bartenders, who usually did the
honors.

The arrangement worked well in all respects. In 1954,
Hermann Schaeffer and Lois Pleifer were married, taking
over the Giannini’s financial interest at the time. Under
their ownership, the business continued to thrive - o
pleasant gathering-place for locals and visitors alike.

In the fall of 1972, the partnership of Franz Fassbender
and Henry Obermuller, two chefs who had flirst worked
together at Swiss Lakewood Lodge in Homewood, pur-
chased the business, building on the success enjoyed by
the former owners. Today, the culinary traditions and
atmosphere are in the Old European tradition, and the
continental flavor is enhanced no less by the hand-carved

ecorthan by e delbei uthentically prepared meny.
i ntw banquet roomwv.:u:t‘oprs to pfr&eﬁﬂ%m‘ﬁﬁ to &)
persons.

Though the establishment has lost its “wild and wooly”
qualities, it nevertheless offers a delightful dining expe-

rience 1o be savored and enjoyed.
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Folklore F

A3 each passing day realirms winter's inevitable

approach, one may catch an occasional ghmpae of 8 wild
creature, body plump with the bounty of summaer and
pelage flufty and dull against what the coming sesson
may have in store, scurrying here and there in search of
its winter food supply.
! Do these furry little beasts know somaething we don't?
Who can really say what Oid Man Winter will have in hig
bag of tricks this year? Meteorology has proved itself tobe
arather imprecise branch of science, and some have gone
so far as to suggest that the term is really only & fanciful
name for guessing.

Such detractors claim that several “non-scientific”
mathods of weather prediction have just as great a valid-
ity as tha forecasts based on satellite maps and the divine
guidance of data processing. Some point 10 the govern-
ment's involvement in weather predictions as conclusive
proof of inaccuracy.

In any event, the gradual supplanting of folklore predic-
tions by (reputedly) more scientific methods has led to »
widespread ignorance of these old ways. which once
stood local inhabitants in such good stead. And 50 a3 #
service to thosa unfamiliar with old-time weather predic-
tion, the following collection of "tred and true™ methods
is oflered:

Ona indication of the severity ol the coming winter - as
observed by several locals - is to measure the width of the
black band on a native variety of furzy caterpiliar - known
tosome as 8 “wooly bear.” Advocates of this method have
in the past four decades noted bands s narrow as 1/32
and as broad as 7/16" (the later being observed on a
specimen collected in the fall of 1851, just prior 1o a,
record Sierra winter),

The activities of wild animals, say some amateur fore-
casters, are as significant as variations in physical appear-
ance.

Some ancient authorities cile the relative industry of

6recasting

squirrels. chipmunka and other nul-gathering animala in
# Qiven year as an Indication of the cuming winler's
severity.

Unusually large infeatations of yeilowjachets in tha fall
#re 8aid to be another forewarning of heavy snow years
In the tall of 1981, Tahoe City housewives 100k 1o the
practice of hanging out their laundry at night 1o avold
being stung by the thick swerms of these buzzing an
nOYaNces.

In the realm ol ahort-range forecasting, some tuin to
the observation of physics! changes In their own bodies,
noting “a touch of the rheumatiz® sa a sure sign of
spproaching precipitation. According Lo this theory, when
8 trick knee or a cranky shoulder begin 1o ache, it's time 10
got out the mucklucks and snow shovel.

Once the white stutf has emptied the skies and lies in
trazen drifts across the high country, scientific maasure.
mant of the “pack” provides data for ofticial predictions of
the relative drought o deluge promised by spring. How-
ever, old timera discredit this type of forecast as being
nothing more than the observation that water sventually
can be counted upon to run downhill

Indeed, hindsight seems no betrer than foresight where
the prediction of the COMING winter's weather is con-
cerned. For one might study the hundred-year graph of
records without producing any mose prophaetic observa-
tion than that the snowfall can certainly vary a great deal
from year 10 year,

Shoyld the diverse and questionable signposts of win-
Ler weather provided here fail 1o supply the reader with a
sound basis for prognostication, perhaps the wisdom of
the Indians is worth noting. When consulted about the
impending winter, the aboriginals’ sage advice is unwav-
oring. If & person really wants 1o know, they say, about
how serious a winter is in store, the best indicator avails-
ble is the size of the white man’s woodpile. Judging by the
accumulation of cordwood in evidence in many back
yards thus (all, it's going to be quite a winter.
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Boats and Trains
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THE ROUNDHOUSE

Asone of a small handlul of eatly-day Tahoe Cily busi
nesses which survive into the 1800 8. 1he Tahoe Buat

Comgpany boasta a colorful history spaniviing over hall &

contury. As an essential link in local lransporiation prios
10 Ihe development of roads around the lake, this Tahoe
City conter of marine activity was closaly linked with other
aspects of local growih,

The history of the structures associsted with the Boat
Company is older yet. Prior to purchase by Notman May-
field In about 1030, the buildings known today as the
Roundhouse Mall and the Chart House Restaurant, had
served the Southern Pacilic Railroad as roundhouse and
machine shop, and between 1800 and 1820 in the same
capacities lor the Bliss family's narrow-gauge line

Al the heart of the family's new enterprise was the
Tahoe Tavern, an elegant hostelry which would sventu:
ally include over 400 rooms. The lirst phase of construc-
tion called for the removal of short line track in Glenbr ook
and Lake Valley (now South Lake Tahoe) for use in the
Truckee River Canyon, where 8 new narrow gauge line

. (Laka Tahoe Railway and Trensportation Co.) was being
tbuilt to connect Truckee and Tahoe City, The terminus of
the mainrailline was on one ol Tahoe Tavern's two plers,
from which passengers destined for other points on the
lake could board the sieamer TAHOE, which in symmaer
circled the lake daily. A spur track ran the length of Com.
mons Beach, belore reaching its terminus in the round-
house. .

The complex of buildings which constituted the rail-
road's maintenance yards included, in addiion 1o the
roundhouse and machine shop, several small outbuild-
ings (sided over. but still in existence today) which had
been barged intact from Glenbrook to serve ss storage
and employee housing. To these Mayfield added several
structures of his own, siding most of the structures with
corrugated metal.

In his early years of operation, Mayfield had a contract
with Will Bliss for annual maintenance on the famous
steamer TAHOE — a job he remembers as being of the
“bread and butter” variety. Each fall, the huge vessel
could be found on the ways of the Tahoe Boat Company,
where the safety of the boilers was ascertained and a
thorough job of patching and repainting the hull was
performed

Mayfield saw the need of a safe harbor near the lake's
outlet, and set about the arduous task of building one. The
solid bedrock bottom which exists along this siretch of
shoreline rendered the driving of pilings impossible, but
Maylield overcame the obstacle with a breakwater of 16
foot square “cribs"’. These structures were buili of 6 x 8"
timbers, secured by bolts and (once in place) filled with
boulders hauled from the Nevada side of the lake on an
old cordwood barge acquired from Matt Green, another
local builder.

To compliment his growing hatbor, Mayliald olleied &
maring service atation using the same lacililies installnd
by Blandard Ol (ltom whom he also purchased properiyl,
a¢ wellascomplete repait and mainienance lacilities and
winiler slorage He soon acquited the local Chris-Cralt
dealership, and in the ofl-season would make an annual
piigrimage to Algonac, Michigan, to view the new models
and place his order for \he coming year

Business boomed The popularity of wooden speed-
boats, locally enhanced by the activities of the Tahoo
Yacht Club, was keeping the ways of the Tahoe Boat
Company busy with {requent launchings of new cralt. In
addition to the Chris-Craft franchise. Maylisld also
handied the sales and deliveries of the prized marine
products of John Hacher, another Michigan boat builder

An institution sround the Tahoe Boal Company yerds
for many years was the colorful and well-remembered
Fred Main, formerty 8 mechanic for west shore entrepre-
neur J.P. “Jake” Obexer. It was the character of Main
which perhaps more 1han any other single lactor was
responsible for the success of the Boat Company inthose
years. Main managed the business and was » financisl
pariner as wall.

On Main's retirement, the business was sold to the
partnership ol Walker and Miller, They continued to oper-
ate the Boat Company with few changes until the death of
Miller, at which time tha 8.8 acre parcel was soid to the
Moana Corporation, 8 well-known local developer.

In 1873, Moana revealed plans for developmant of the
property, including razing of most of the original struc-
tures (some of which had been barged from Glanbrook by
the Bliss interests at the turn of the century) in lavor of 8
70-unit multi-story condominium complex. This proposal
met with vociferous opposition by those who wished lo
see some of the historic elements of the property
preserved.

The Moana Corporation yas eventually satisfied to
develop the north end of the'Structure now known as the
Boatworks Mall. Another group, managed by John
Kearns, took charge of the renovation of the buildings
existing on the south side of the property, tying logather
the former railroad roundhouse and machine shop with a
small connecting structure, the resulting complex known
as the Roundhouse Mall.

Chiefly responsible lor the thorough, yet historically
thoughtful, changes In the original buildings is Project
Architect Ron Nunn, the same creative talent responsible
for the transformation of Bechdoh's Tahoe Inn into Vie-
toria Station Restaurant.

Structural considerations required thai the original
buildings be jacked up, and then lowered back onto a new,
more substantial framework, bullt to carry the load ol

winters Th idi r s |
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waere bullton the shore and then loaded aboardthe barge
and hauledouttobe “launched’ over the desired location
~ & tedious yet reliable method. Between 1832 and
1936, the work advanced slowly, crib following crib until a
circular curve of pilings extended 300 feet out, 300 feet
across and 20 feet back toward the shore.
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former tenants remains in evidence. The openbeamed
coilings and massive unplaned timbers, smoke- blackened
by the bellowing of balloon-stacked locomotives, recall a
day when Tahoe City was a bustling destination for
bowler-bedecked gentlemen and their long bitted, shirt-
waisted ladies. LW
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CELEBRITIES AT TAHOE

The prommity of Lake Tahos's many
wonders to Hollywood (8 mere day's « of
night's « tran tnpl, made it 8 reletively
eatly "discovery” ol scouts sesking loce-
tions suitable lor sdveniure tales of the
greal nonhwasl. Tahos ares scenary was
leatured in early “talkies,” and scenes
from such popular molion pciures as
“Lightrun’,”*'Rose Marie,” “The Call of the
Wild.” “White Fang™ and “The Country
Beyond™ wera filmed inthe Tahoe basin A
number of these epics leatured the talents
of Tahoe City Constable Harry Johanson,
who with his dog 1eam doubled for such
love interests a3 Gary Cooper, Paul Kelly
and Nelson Eddy

Anuious to please the vimting him com-
panws, local propretors and citizens-al
large bent over backward to accommodate
the needs and desires of their movieland
guests, and were repaid with return visits,
not only from camera crews, bul also from
the stars (hemselves, edger to anjey ot
their leisure what they had but sampled
while on location.

For, as tha Tahoe Tattler put it, “Lumr
naries of the cellulond world of Hollywood
have not alone discovered the glaries of
Tahoe . . .they have taken our lake 10 their
respective bosoms . . . both lnerally and
higuratively.” And indeed they had. just as
prominent clizens of previous generations
had embraced 1.

The reigning “"society” of the 1330s was
well shot with Hollywood celebrities, and
the stars came 1o the Lake in droves.

Among early celebrity visitors was Will
Rogers. whose motion prcture “Lightnin® ™
had been partially filmed on' location. at
Cascade Lake and in the oniginal Cal-Neva
(the building burned to the ground and was
rebuilt in 1937). The internationally-
popular humonst and philosopher was
often a wisitor at the Tahoe Tavern, and
was held in such esteem that in 1933,
then-California Gowernor James Rolph
declared 1hat Rogers, as “Governor of
Beverly Hills,” should be entitled 10 a tree
in his honor in the famous Governof's
Grove onthe Tavern grounds. Onthe occa-
sion of Rogers untimely death in August of
1935, Tavern manager Walter Roundsevel
placed a black nbbon of mourning on the
littla tree. Other early lilm stars sampled
the local wonders, including the hkes of

LULE BT nclum.rmunm “‘.rv 'M!W.‘Mﬂ WQSL

Nelson Eddy and Lon Chaney, who pur-
chased property in Tahoma. 7

Celebrities on holiday have the ropl'..-f.a-J

tion of seeking anonymity In spite of the

pGray

have been tum;d cally by the recognation
of a lamous personage ha!l B cemury #go,
most stars of tha day wers Nevertheisss
carelul 10 employ the lamiliar dodges, des-
guises and disappasrances in o/der (O
mainiain 8 low profile Of course. there
was some justification for the secracy, 84
local newshounds were eager L0 Quess 3l
what they could not venly

For instance. reporied the Tahoe Tattler
in July of 1937, “righl now the Brochway
resor] harbors 8 young man whom rmor
says 3 a bgure of importance in the
unama And in describing & party which
took place at Cal-Neva the lollowing month,
the paper noted. “a lovely blonde young
lady aitracted considerable attention -
being a desd ninger for cinemactress Bette
Dawis * And later in August, the columnist
for a weekly Tattier item, “WE SAW.,”™
observed “a rouletie croup«r wondering
whare Mary Pickford and friend husband
sre dlaying” !

Some stars did not consider their NOto-
riaty an inconvemnence, and mfact parics-
pated in the actinhes offered st the resorts
whare they were vacalioning - or imhated
their own. Groucho Marx and family were
annual visitors at Brockway during the
mid- and late-1930s The wrepressble
Groucho helped entertain fellow-guesis in
al least one very low-key dramatic produc-
vion staged on the premises, and in August
ol 1937 attended & costume pasty at the
resort where he was flattered to Lind that
he was also represented by one of the
masquerading guests

Brother Chico, a Tahoe Tavern guest in
1936. amused fellow-patrons by improvi-
8:0n on the Coralounge pranobefore “dash-
ing off ta fulhill theatrical engagements ~

InJulyof 1936, Jeanette McDonaldwas
a wisitor at Brockway for five days. Her role
in “Rose Mane™ (filmed at several loca-
tions on the lake in the fall of 1935) had
first introduced her 1o the wonders of the
area, and the lollowing Summar sha was
back, accompanied by her mother, aunt
and fellow-celebrity Gene Raymond. “Fish-
ing, golfing. swimmung, tennis and aqua-
planing.” reported the Tattler, “inbetween
signing autographs, 100k up all thewr wak-
ing houts.;'

Today, a

i
number of well-known person-
alings haye homes on the m’}':.ﬂ‘“-‘. %
are frequeni wisitors o the drea’ Thess
include Hoyt Aaton. Robert Goulei, Peter

Bruce Jenner and Efrem Zimbal-
15t Jr ile mast of these personaliies
preler relative snonymity, a few paricipale

comparatively faw haads which‘_rqinhl‘_ﬁ iy ihe actvibes of the communtty. 4 g |
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NAME GAME

Tne grandsaut td 1hae Tahon Basin delies
desciiption, 1 be sura Yel 1w pecassilyof
plate namag is inascapable and tha atl
fude of hose whouse jotr il was 10 name
M al placanislginset Inire 1o say ihe leas],
a9 tellecind in such names as Tahoe City
Tatiow Park, Tatiow Pines and Tahos Visia
(shtithy Mol e st od vt @ e namers ol
Momawood, Lake Foresi and Tahoma)

Matry local siies tetain ihe names of tha
sron's pionesrs This s sspocially trus of
the st ea s dipinages ahd cimeks wihich afe
inerih o south) Geitl or (iidbin of Lowsy
Point)h, Watson (lor Tahos City Canstatie
Robert Monigomery Watsoni Doter (o
Hobert Staniey Dotlar. Se ) Burion ifof
Momer O Burton) and Bhas fof 1he Bliss
family) From the Truckee Rivet cutlel south
1ha c1eoks are Wird, Blackwosd, Madden,
M Karinary (lon John Me Kinnery. of Hunier ¢
Mome), Ganeral (for General Phipps) and
Meoks Hlor Siegphen Hall Mesk)

The llore and launa of the atea hare
insgired names such as Fir Crags and Bear
Creek In Desclanon Valley. 1a tha veest of
Tahou's wesl shote can be found lnkes
namad Beal, Buck. Duck. Eagle, Grouse
and Loen. Cedar Flal (ihiee maleg neits
wast of Tahow Cuy) and Cadar Posnt (a
development aboul one and a hall miles
south of Tahow Cilyl take (hew names fiom
1he venarable stands ol cedar found at the
Iwo localions

Tha principal leaisies ol 1he landscape
from Carnehian Bay south are dovded chivel

by tetwpwnn the synames Walson amnd

TYE I R L L Il

Doltar To eaéh helongs 8 gwamingnoy of
land (Mowni Waisen and Detter Hil) in
stldilion . ven Fave Wetson Crowk andd Dedlay
Cinnk, Wrison Lake snd Doflar Retervou

Of coutss by standaids of Incel plase
names, Dolar 16 & Teifly incen) iag Ihe
poent of 1and having boen preyisusly ki
a6 Gl O Livasy Wthrwoor) and (i) vs
tary (1ha s 1of sach appetiation beng i
sty in deeif)

Oewiogical sitriuses haipad 1o nemg
sevetal locations on Ihe nonin share Tuin
ol ‘tha-Canluiy visiors 1a Noith Lake
Tathoe lound pleasant deverson on 1he
bwath 4l Carnelian Bay whaere P yem
sliawn Whaveling piagved a% good #s 11e
ndma, geoducing pemdl pea sied sam
g st The chdiganm saeker

Trim Mariwtio Day Boundary Survey ol
1852 discovared agaie and crystals on
1 veitert ‘g edge  and iha bay hencs came
10 L kncran as Agate Though (he bay on
A neR Wvctine Vol age bas 1§ loge ally avsum
od tu have bean named lud s clacdy, il act
the orulensovn logging opel stions of Dowgles
County (Nevadal lumbetman Georye lwews
Crystal on the narthwesl shole of tha bay
in the late 18603 is aciually Ihe source of
the names

Things of the earth supply the sowee of
many namaes. Only Tanoma boesis any
thing like what mght be consederad iy
addresses vilh it numbersd sireets In
spue ol pariodic masseve inllunes ol maire
politan inlluences. Tahos retans a rursl

atmosphiere reliacted Llorever in s plare

names
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By Corel Veon Erten

2&mmm-s~mam
JUMP HILLS

18 amazing 10 1Nk that siaty years ago
winter was considered a time lot enforced
hibernation, snow being 8N INSurMoLM.
able menace whrch Brought a hatt 1o all bw!
the most essential actimties until spring.
But as methods of snow removal stowty
improved and connectrve ransportation
- became a reality, there was ime lor more
© pleasurable pursuits

By the md- 19208, crvhization had advanc:
., @d 10 the point that snow was beginning to
1 be regarded by some as a positive aspect of
winler, with potential recreational uses,
no less. In 1925, a group of enthusiastic
local citizens formed the Lake Tahoe Ski
Club, initiating snow sports activities in the
basin. In its earkest days, the club was
chielly recreational, but in the late 1920s,
the purchase of the Tahoe Tavern by South-
ern Pacific Railroad prompted a shift in
emphasis.

The new ownership had the narrow-
gauge track connecting Truckee and Tahoe
City changed to standard gauge, and
announced their intention 1o open the hos-
telry for a winter season. “Snowball Spe-
cials” transported sizable weekend crowds
to the Tavern, where the chief entertain-
ment centered around the white fluff
which had so plagued the community in
the past.

Reigning national skijumping champion
Lars Haugen was commissioned o design

thosen for the hosteiry's winter sports
area (mow pan of Grantibakken).

e construchon was completed in Decem-
per of 1927 and that winter the Tavern
managemant Mired a2 group of east coast
#hi jumpers to perform in axhdition jump-
ing competinon on the hil. The skill and
darng of Ihese jumpers — mostly Scandi-
navian-born athletes who had perfected
iheir art in their native lands — caught the
imagnation of local spectators, and soon
competiion began to include aspiring local
jatent.

A similar recruiting eoffort was under-
taken by Wende!! Robse of Auburn, who in

. 1928 had been instrumental in the found-

ing of the Auburn Ski Clud. The promise of
employment with Robie's Auburn Lumber
Company lured a number of world-class
jumpers from Chicago. swelling the ranks
of the fledghng ski club with such promi-
nent names as Roy Mikkelson, Malvor
Halsted and Roll Wigaard.

The lessened demand for building mate-
rials in winter allowed the talent that Robie
had assembled an opportunitytoindulge in
their lavored recreation, and the jumping
event s00n became a popular part of local
competition.

in 1931, the Olympic tryouts in Nordic
ski events for the 1932 Games were held
on the Tavern trajectory (thenceforward
known as Olympic Hill). A smaller jump,

+1112nd overses the consliuelion-al @ world-—-ugng ryeretson e hillside: sboverthe

class “trajectory” at one end of the natural,
north-facing “"bowl” discovered about a
mile west of the Tavern property — the site

Tahoe City golf course, served as a practice
Continued on next page
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“Bringing in the Cubes"
ICE HARVESTING

During the holiday just past, many fead.
arsdoubtiass 100k pecasion ig Maborate by
the L me-honored year -end Lradtson of ot -
ing & few", the beverage kep! cokd by
means of cubet of ice. The ease with which
this subsiance is produced in the modern
kitchan i in markad contrast 1o the incon-
venience ol its procurement in the days
betore icemakers — or eleciric relrigera
non

The harvesting of ice by & number of
compames along the Truckae River prior to
the turn of the last century s well docu
mented. indeed, the development of this
Sierra industry brought aboul the st trufy
aflordable ice lor SanFrancisco tables and
meat lochers. (In 1850 the commodity was
goeng lor as much as 30C per pound, hav-
ing mada tha trip to the Bay City by boat
from cistant Boston Lake ) The procure-
maent of ice for Tahoa's own cocklails and
cold storage is less well known

Cartainly thete was no shortage of ice
for local winter use, especally since the
year-round population in the days belore
homemade icecubes concisiod mostly of
caretokers and 8 jow shopkeepers Yel
with elecinc relngsralion sl & distant
development, tha gathering and siorage of
a year-round susply fel! 1o thase perman-
ent residents.

The annual supply of ica for a number of
large estales was harvasted from private
ponds and diversions of tributaries which
passed ‘through estate property. George
Schiumpl, born in Truckee in 191 1 and still
a resident ol Tahoa Pines..remembers
harvests made on General Creek (now part

of Sugar Pina Point Siate Park)tor the use
ol the Enrman estate. This harvest was
stored n an icehouse which stood near the
pond

The ice-cutiing crew conmsted of Einis
Pomin, John Pingares, ONo Dartin, Henry
Soll, Eddse Lathe and Schiumpl, and a bot-
tie was passed among the workers af
intervals ad protection against frosibede
and chilla. Schiumpl recalls that e was
also cut on the Fleishhacker estate on a
pond near Eagle Rock and stored 81t Home-
wood for use at the hotel. A camaping and
pecnic grounds near Eagle Rock also mpde
use of this source of ice

ice for the Tahoe Inn [now Vicioria Sta-
non) and other Tahos City consumerns was
cut 81 the reservoir which aiso sefyed as
the watet supply for the Tahoe Tavern/Sin-
ualed above Iha LoWn Proper, Lhe rese ol
drained into what oid-lime regidents Low
a8 "Sucker Creek , winch crosses High-
way 28 just west of Pizza Hut. Greatly sim-
plitying the task of harvesting ica from thws
source was the grading of the access roed,
which allowed blochs 1o be sl bcrods the
frozen surface directly onto trucks for trans-
port 1o town

Of coursa this home-made variety of ice
was likely to contain all manner of partcu-
lates. Don Hull, formar owner of Home-
wood Resort, tells the amusing story of his
and s wife's lirst summer of operation,
following their purchase ol the property
from Mrs. Anne Jost in 1938. “Our first
year,” Huff remembers, “wa used up the

Continued on page 7

Continued from page 6 “%‘a

ice that Mr. Pomin had put away in ow ice house the
winter before. I'll never forget trying 1o use that ice that he
had sawed out of the pond. You were lucky 1o get a glass of
ice water that didn’t have a pine needle in it.”

A reliable means ol insulating » year’s supply ol the
froren commodity was essential. and local ice houses
wera typically double-walled atair s with the interior space
of walls and roof filled with a foot-wide sawdus! barrier
against the heat of summer. Sawdust was 3 commodity in
abundant supply in the wake of the Jumber boom. Yet
though the flufted leavings of the buzzsaw have excellent
insulative qualities, they represented @ serious fire

e e RN
blaze which destroyed an icehouse
mm L I "- .

Today a stroll to the refnigerator is all that is mquuudnﬁ
one in search of ice, — a low risk proposition 10 be sure,
not nearly o exciting as in the days when the procu

mant meant a harvest /‘D

N
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SNOWFALL

Feastor Famine

From (he madwesl 10 Ihe Allantc sed-
board, record prec-priston onidfues |9
mabe kig interealng lor unaccvsiomed
munsipal lianipenialon depatiments
whnia hare i the Tahos basn, BuAny,
watm day lolkowt Bunny wa ™ day undher

conditions as powder houndi eye 1he
neghtty news jat stream @agrams showng
Slorma gwnring 00 ound (he high presiu e
SYStemL yeeling NOMM o south Trust the
weathet o have A8 owh wiy
Of course. human nature deciates that
the Sirongest recoliecions ae of least or
tamuna_and pror 10 the deys of Cal-Trans,
he “banguel” within memory of many
now Inang was the winter of 1051-82 The
praviout wanter of compar able inclemancy
can be recalied by only 8 hardy lew That
meteorological milepost was the Lege of
1937:38, whan & guarter-ton of Trash
loodstults had 1o be ardiopped on Ine
Tahoe City Golf Course lor dustribution 1o
40 bamn households isolsted by monu-
mental drifts — one beng that of 1ne reciu
sive Sand Harbor milbonaie Leorge
wWhattedl
it was 47 years ago this week that mal
and provisons were beng delivered to
carelabor s and other bag.n resicants by the
only availabie means — anoutboard motor
boat. Tahoe City Constable Harry Johan-
son. asssied by Frank Slater, underiook
tha distribution of these fooostutis i wesa
tongue- in-cheek remark of Johanson's,
meant 10 be ofl the record, which raised
swuial concern (of the immunent sLafvalion
of thesa irapped by the slorm
A Febtuaty 17 article in the San Fran:
cisco £ xamingr datelined Tahos City quoted
Johanson as sayng that he was “holding
in reserve 1,000 pounds of fresh horse-
mest, should Iha siluation get senous and
the need lor fresh meal becoma acute. ™ In
the days before myriad sppesis lor “Ad lo
Everythung Under the Sun™ destroyed the
public enthusiasm for giving. this cam-
paign resulted in the coliection and deliv-
ery of 500 pounds of fresh maat, dairy pro-
sl and wqgeiabies Lo Wha high Sierra
residents impeniled by the weather
Many local structures laled under the
waight of the snow, notably the “Round-
house” on the Tahos Tavern winter sports
grounds, and Bl Johnson's Hunter's Lodge,
which stood near the present site of Cedar

Crest (#t 1he north end of Homerwood)

in lote Decembar, 1017 the nerrow dury
wagon redd whah had provided Mol to
Glan Alpae SpHngl wil Fwept down [he
oy by @ 1oenwg woll of water Laripng
wrih A homas ind debeis By mad June of
1934, » Toot of wate! wai pumped img
(iho Late m order 10 160 ha lake level
and ppeed the malting of =8 o0 Lhe lake §
turlace

Communst 8.0n wiih (P 0wt e weaid
wad lotally cut off for two dave of the 21
day taren of storma. and locals fode oul
1he By ancs wih 8 LNg'e wire 10 (onvay all
incoring 8nd outgang mesiages lrom e
stranded high country Privetson waes gen
arally the rule for resdents, #nd tpecsl
protiems genersted by e weather were
mary . some lagehng en leng aher ihe
snow had receded the loliowing spring

Unusuaily heavy demage lorted resus
facing of several sections of Dee-A rosdwey
(== once Crews couid clear the drdis and
the blackiop resppesred) including the
stretch between Tanos City and Dollar Hdl
Siliclosad as of mud July were Sonora emag
Eubetts Passes — [hese imponant aenes
ol 1ha day did not cpen 1o through irafle
until the lir st weat of Augusl IRl pear

The summaer of 1938 Brought wsth o
other problems as well The Tahos Swerra
Association (8 sort of regional chamber of
COMImerca composed che iy of reson own
@18 o 1he Cahilorm:a wae of the bawn) icd
bied 10 have the lake levels masimum
legal limut lowered

In sirang 10 offer thee guests Lrue kake
sde BCCOMMOdalson, many pfopnelon bult
siructures below tha sliowaeble high water
ne. This worked weil 8nough in Lthe low
sher years of the late 19208 and early

and July, 1938 proved the error of that
practce. The lust July ssue of ihe Tahoe
Tattigr quoted the group's urgent requests
for a one-loot reduct:on in the legal himd —
sstablished. oncally. only the sesson

thb:-‘s-. - Ee N L L L
Al in sl 7' Wes quite 8 winter! And
Mothar Nature will ba changing forecasts
when she sees fit In the mdst of beautdul
woather which has brought Tahos record
holidey ski crowds, there are still those
who ysarn lor powder, and lots of a.

prmee gy
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| EHRMAN MANSION

Bine Lodge — the name conjures Up sccommodations
nol necessarily & , but perhaps moie dlong the
lines of & rustic r::ﬁ However, i local use this name
was bestowed on o ;randistigence — the summer home
dlh!ﬂlﬂ-ll'lmf'-mmw.hﬂlluﬂdmw
foremght, and 1.« wvesith to take best advaniage of i
combined Lo g™aduce an estate which set the standard los
West Shore elegance And while the original gwners ace
no longer summer ressdents, they lelt behuod & legacy i
be enjoyed by mullions

Those who believe they recognize a certain kinship of
architectural spints between the Tanoe Tavern and the
Ehrman mansion are wilnessing two instances of the
same genius. By 1901, when the Tahoa Tevern opened
for business. Isaias Heliman, a wealthy San Francisco
capiahst, had acquired bitle to ever 1,000 seres of land
surreunding the mouth of General Creek (named for the
former resident, General Wilham Phupps) Hellman ad-
mired tha magnilicent hostelry, and retained its architect
William Danforth Bliss, 10 design his new residence

Belore the construction could begin. huge quanuties of
topsonl were hauled in by wagon 10 stadlize the sandy
hiliside chosen as the side for the maiwleuse Granite
brought in from nearby Meeks Bay lormed the lounda
tions for the residence, and native Limbars became the
massive (oof supports lor s lakeside enlry, All other
construction matedials which could not be gathered in the
immadiale vicinity had to be deliveted by steamer. as
nothing more than a cowpath existed befween Sugar Pine
Pont and Tahoe City at that ume

The development of the estate was priot.fo the days of
local watet companies, and 50 the estate Nad 10 be seil-
sulficient in thus regard. A ditch ang flume system which
ran from General Creek supphed walls 10 the siorage
tower located near the main house, and from there the
water was dispersed 1o the individual tlidings

Another necessity, in view of the estate’s isolation, was
that it be capabie of generating some of ts own lood. and
1o that end, the compound had its own dairy and vegeta
ble garden

The main burlding was only one of the many structures
which dotted the grounds. Duning the family's snnual
two-monih stay, they were attended by a virtual army of
over 30 servants, including caretakers, chautfeurs,
mands, cooks, laundry workers, groundskeepers, garden-
ers, talors and boatmen. Housing lor these employees
alone accounted lor at least hall a dozen buildings on the
property

The family’s two boathouses attest to thew enthusiasm
for marine activilies Among their mahogany-planked

R TP Continued on poge 21
water toys were Ester s two Belle isle speedboats. the 26
foot bronze-tnmmed CHEROKEE, and the MISS LIBERTY.
a 1928 Bearcat, powered by a 1,000 cubic inch Invader
engine. Charles Ehrman’s plaything the JACQUELINE,
was raced during the summer season of 1937, 1aking first
place in the 200+ horsepower event in the Tavern Regatta
that season
All thus came to an end in 1965, hawever. when the
State of Califormia purchased the 1,989 acre property for
usa as a Stale Park During the summers months, tours ol
the Mansion and grounds are conducted several Bimes

L R T e T I RSPS9 ) |rd"'|~"!ﬂt'swmf,g"ﬁ|ﬂnsaqﬂ IIE}““HWI' the
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By
Courtesy of The North Loke Tehoe Misterical Soclety

winter season, visitorscanget aty for the eno

beauty ol the family’s estate by
Cross-country skitra outonthe gr
the season of your visit, a glimpse into th
of the past 18 well worth the trip
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Getting It
and

Keeping It Cold

Shopping lor provisions al Tahoe loday
s quite a different matter than il was
balore the days ol convenence super-
markets, now Lberally scattered around
the penimeter of the basin. Travel around
tha lake two generations ago was nol
accomplished wath the speed which char-
acterizes today's auto tralhic, and tnps 1o
town were consequently resarved lor one
day aweek_ resembling more of an exped:-
Lon.

Tha vanety {or even exisience) of some
tems was nol 8 constant, by any means, at
any store. Year ‘round basin residents
generally had the good sense to keep the
laroer — especially as winter approached —
stocked againg! all want and care — and
then, let it snowl Inconvervences in the
torm of shonage and outage were tha rule,
and expected

In summer. a typscal family entourage
(Tahoe veterans) carned as own healthy
supply of canned goods. As il «§ a rule of
Calilornia geography that the price of an
item correlales dwectly with its elevation a1
point of sale, vacationers in the know
arnved well-equipped with non-pernishadle
items as well

High-country slorekeepers, whose reve-
nues were in large parl gobbled up by the
phenomenal cost of doing business on a
seasonal basis, beyond the reach of four-
lane blackiop, nevertheless scquired arepu-
tation as genial highwaymen. ltwas pay or
do withoul

Produce available a1 6.200 feet elevalion
bore little resemblance to that which took
prizes atthe State Fair, less than 150 miles
tothe west. Butlack of quality did not dimin-
1sh 11§ value on the High Sierra market
Every morsel was as dear as gold, as sug-
gested by the sign (and accompanying
hairy sample) which hung for many years
above the produce section of the Megks
Bay Market. DONT PINCH THE FRUIT —
PINCH THE COCONUT B

=Meat was nat,such.a .
some vaneties being locally supplied. In
tact, in Tahoe City, veruson was sold com-
mercially at Jack and Dinty's Market as
late as 1946. Sactamento meat jobbers
also supplied local outlets, with the prices
reflecting the difficulty of the delivery

Several dames operated locally. early
seasonal mhabitants of the Wes1 Shore
can recall the milk route of Arncid Lune-
man, who served the scattered ressdences
wath the dairy products of Crescent Cream-
ery. Where the highway was some dis-
tance from (and elevation above) the water,
lakefront inhabitants would leave 1hew
emply conlainers in a box al roadside. 1o be
replemshed by Mr. Luneman Where geo-
graphical conditions were ideal, some res-
idermts took advantage of nature and re-
ineved their completed orders by means of
a cable and pulley system, such as one
devised by Dr. Fairbanks in the South Tract
of the Meeks Bay Vista subdivision

But once the grocenes were in hand, a
means of keeping them cool — in the
absence of electnicity — had to be dewsed
Some seasonal residents wealthy enough
10 have winter carelakers enjoyed the
warm season luxury of ice cut from ponds
and stored in sheds with sawdust-filled
walls. However, many used the lake jor
coldet yet, the chill water of a nearby tnbu-
tary) to submerge their penshable food-
stufts Of course. in the daysbefore asrtight
plastic containers, the vanety of foods
which could be “relrigerated™ by this
method without consequence was limited.
Therefore, many campers resorted Lo the
use of a “cooler” — a rectangular frame
contrapuon covered with screen or netting
and litted with several shelves — enough
tohold acamp s perishable pronnsions. The
unit was usually suspended by rope from a
convenient tree and whe n notin use could
be hoisted up out of the reach of scaveng-
ing animals

The whole affair was kept cool by the use
of a burlap sack draped over the lop. which
was perniodically doused with water. It
seems the evaporative propertias of the
burlap were sufficient to prevent spoilage
of the cooler’s contents nearly as well as
modern methods.

wm'u&-—usm“ you gromblethatthe icemaken

isn’t working or the grocery store is out of
the brand of Bhintzes you prefer, remember
the pioneer of yesteryear, who satitin the
snow 10 keep it cold, and probably never
heard of a blintz.

R
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Major Storms

Late Winter Snow
Always Possible

Sunay. vwal ™ wealhed i1 the S st when
A oCcut 8 o the latter hall of wanter. has »
ferdency 1o produce [0 e mind of one Not
lamiiar wath the area & Mmeteoiological hin
tory) & misplaced sense of e uphona over the
raar appioach of spnng. However predecting
vanled § depalture 18 N more possble than
correctly forecasting the arrival of its hist
Hakos, and in the hgh country sQme memor
sble “wanter " days are, by the calendar, well
Wnto the naxl S8350N

The yeat 18568 followed such a pattern,
wath an Easter Week blizzard noted as the
heavest Apni storm on record at that ime, A
total accumulation of exght feet of new snow
at the 6000 foot level caused slides which for
three days closed the River Road hinking
Tahoe City and Truckee, and highways 40
{now Interstate BO) and 50 were both closed
for several days

Donner Summut received 104 inches of
new snow in the first four days of the storm,
bringing the pack 1o more than 20 feel
Power and phone outlages as a result of tho
ssege of weather were minimal, reported the
Apnil 11 Tahoe Tattier, thanks to the diligence
of maintenance crews. ~Mountain loik were
reminded of the winter of '52." the Tatiler
reporied, “as thay waxed up their clam guns
and prepated 10 dig out ™

Local ski areas were all closed for a few
days while able-bodied personnel shovelied
Some equipment sustained heavy damage
as a result of the storm, Squaw Valley's then-
famous Sky Chair was put out of commission
for the balance of the ski season

Memorial Day weekend of 1971 was
another white onae on the West Shore. Alter a
heawier-than-normal snow year, a true feel-
ing of spring had begun to surface in the days
and weeks preceding the holiday. and groups
both large and small (including a Sierra Club
party of 40) had begun gathering at the

-
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northadn terminus of the Tahoe-Yosemile
Traul (west of Mooks Bay) in prepar ation foe
depaiture on & camping Inp o the high
country of Desolation Valley

Sunny weathes prevailed s the weskand
began. with a hght breese pushing flulty
Clouads across the shy and nothing more
manacng promised lor the long weehend
However, belore the holday wee over, Mother
Nature had pulled one of her typecal sur
prises in the dark of nght, & freak storm
dropped 16 inches of snow &t lako lavel wilh
up 10 two feet at higher elavations - sanding
ihe hikers scurrying back down the mountain
ke 30 many soggy bugs

Thae winter of 198182 was 8 severe one.
and by March the lervent hope in most local
hoaris was lor an early spring. However, the
ovarung of March 27, a Iight snow began 1o
fall, and by sarly the naxt MOmning Il was
avidant that a gpring slorm of some magni
lude had sellled in

Almoest continuous snow lor the neat four
days stached up drifis of saversl leet, and on
March 31 came the news that a tremendous
avalanche at Alpine Meadows had destroyed
part of the lodge and killed several persons
‘the fatalives totalling seven by the time
rescuers linished (heir search. By Apnl 4,
1882, many west shore ressdents were snil
snowed in, though county and private plows
wer @ working around the clock 1o clear roads
which for the preceding week had received a
daily foot or so of new white stuff

Measurable snow in the Tahoe Basin has
beon recorded in every month of the ywar,
though of course summar storms at lake
level are shorl-lived and represent incon
veniance rather than danger. But should a
few days of March sunshine lead you Lo
thoughts of spnng, remember the wvirtue of
patience and have another ski. lt's nol over

yel

L Ll LE R L L L L

W

&)

1!




66

Tahoe City Cemetaries ICT‘S > Tahoe City > Cemetaries

i

ALA LAT A Y S AR T S o b i A TR £ T

Carol Van Etten Collection

A tbiu

NORTH TAHOE WEEK March 28 - April 3, 1985 Page §

Courtesy of The North Lake Tahoe Historical Society

In the days when the local population
wﬂordulumdmtnumy.w-
mnmmusmmanhcummu
onjoyed uvAususl longevey, blessed by the
region’s racelied 87 and prisine walers
Thus it was held that when 2 “laker
passed on to hig hnal rewards belore
nmlmmﬂnmmm
w-wmiolunomluﬂnfmﬂ.

Whaether this phelosoptvy actually caused
poot stiendance ai local servicas is un-
known, but these 18 B cerlain valhiy to the
onginal statement. local waters DO have
demonsirable powsrs of preservelion —
these dhscovered when the area’s origenal
burial grounds were sbandoned in lavor of
the present location.

The dithculty of accurately dating the
ralocation of the cemetery i described by
Ethel Joshn Vernon (writing under the
psaudonym of Shark Twayne) i the August

+ 16, 1949 issue of Tahoe Topics “The yesr

date of the moving operstions,” sha wrols,
“is disputed among the few wainesses shill
Imnq.bulmdmotomdthamu was
inthe summer of 19117 As of this wrrting
there are no living witnesses to the exhum-
ings, 50 we must be content 1o set tha date
of the project at some me 1000 afier

1908,

That year, C.T. Blss, whosa famity had
recently moved thew businars (Alirests
from Glanbrook 1o Tahoa City, chose >1the
site of his new residence the very cresk-
side location [now Tahos City's Lighthouse
Center) which had served as the communi-
ty's bunal ground, necessitating its reloca-
tion. For the purposa, Biiss donated 1o the
community 8 gently sloping hillside parcel
overlooking tha 1own and lake beyond, and

Ovesieesng the work of axhuming. lrans.
porting and reinterring the remaing of
those burled in Lhe oid graveysrd was
Robert Montgomery Watson, the old pio-
neer who had had g hand wn laying many ol
its inhabstants 1o rest and was the unques-
tuoned suthonty onlocations of the graves
Assisted by several other local ciirens,
including his son, Robert Watson, Jr., and
Ernie Pomin, Watson located and moved
16 collins to the plot above tha golf courss

A larger group had to be enlisted 1o 8xd i
the removel and loading of several cotima,
{or the exhumation yelded 8 Cunous suf:
prise. the underground maandenings ol
Bliss Creek, on whose banki the oid grave-
yard had been located, had cautad & petn-
fication of the corpses which lay in s path,
wanslorming them 1o metalhic kkenesses
of theiwr lormer, vitad selves.

The person ol Mrs. Campball. in lite the
smpla wife of J. Campbell, keeper of
Campbel's Custom House on the Com-
mons wharl, had in repose schweved sucha
weight that eght men were required to
koad har coltin onio the wagon.

Robert Watson Jr_, suggested the new
site be grven the nama “Trail’s End™ in
honor of his father, whose reputation as a
1rasiblazer and guide was local legend. And
30 it was namad, with tha sentiment im-
mortalized in & poem of the same name,
written by Ethel Joshn Yernon.

Following this relocation. the local dear
deparied were allowed 10 rest in peace les
over four decades — to the pont of neg-
lect. However, in 1951, Consiable Harry
Johanson, dismayed over the uncared for
plots, began anelfort 1o improve the conds-
tion of the cemetery. i

sdyosning the golf course. A

!
TAHOE HERITAGE
Continuad from page 9

By studying existing records. the Constable was sbla to
locate 43 graves, and lor each one he fashuoned & red-
wood marker, banding the tops with Copper 10 prevent
their splitting out. °

Johanson also induced local business peopls 1o con-
tnbute to the glmtltrr'l upgrading. The Tahoe City
Woman's Club tpok up the case, raising several hundred
dollars to add 1a what Johanson collected. The skillful
masonry work of Marshall Ruhkala — rock walls and a
gracaful rock entry arch — complated the project in 1959,

! I)glhnlulleO:.ClllBochdoltdwudwmdmuiul

i acre parcel adjoining the south side of the ¢ ”

! g aa nerbading i future b4 UL IR
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suigy *-oJWr m”}mmqﬂr-ﬂ -y
e — - When Constable Johanson retired and moved to Reno,
U’W LC l I?/ l/ maintenance of the cemetery was laken over by Harold
Farr, who remained in charge until his own passing, ear-

liar this year.
Today, the cematery is the final resting place of all the

persons mantionad in this article.
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Ol1d Head Shops

In the ongoeng quest for truth and beauty.
residents and visitors alike have had over
the years, 3 number of shoppes and salpons
on which they have relied fos that special
e0ge not proveded by nature

First-hand endence of the availability of
such essental serwces locally 1skes the
form of an advertisement whech appeared in
the Tahoe Tattler during the summer of
1935. Whether the Meeks Bay Beauty
Shoppe wat the lirst such professonal
operation on the weit shore is not abso-
lutely certan, but Rosalee Heller, Beauty
Cuhture Graduate, was the propnetress of
he estabhshment that season. The opera-
tion was located inone of two smalicabing
sdacent to the lodge, an identical cabin

.housing 8 barbet shop. A similar service
was prowded in neghboring Homewood
the follawang vear, operated by Mrs. J
Chnatwe, heensed beautican

in 1837, both of these ladies had given
up their seasonal style-and-sel operations,
though both lormer businesses continuad
under new management. Al the Mecks
Bay Beauty Shoppe, Manon Kiefer was the
new owner-operator, while the Home-
wood mecca for curl-seekers early that
summer featured Rose M, Marney of Pas-
adena, who used “only quality materials.”

Later that same summar, Ms. Marney had
abandoned the location, and the DaBeers
Beauty Parlor, "flor your personal needs,”
appeared in its place.

At the north end of the lake, another
such operation also had its beginnings in

1837. A phone call to Brockway 95 could

SrTange an appountmant with Mra. Bartha
McCarthy ot the Beauty Box in Brockway
Visia (King's Beachl who, in addition to
haircuts and manicures, featured Marcel,
tinger and parmanan™ waves,

In keeping with s etiorts tobe a destina-
tion resort, the Tahoe Tavern (one mile
south of Tahoe City) had lor many years
provided the services of 8 beautician, and
in 1939, Cecil Dawis, formerty associated
wnthihve Tavern, announced the cpening of
8 new beauly shop in the recently-
completed King's Buiding in Tahos City.

The postwar population boom at Tahoe
led to the establishment of several new
beauty shops, as well a8 the revitakzation
of several already esubdhished Finger's
Baasuty Shop in Lake Forest oftered hair-
styting, festher cuts, bieaching, perman-
ent waving and mancunng by Margaret
Finger, with 12 years experience

The King’s Beach Beauty Salon opened
sbout the same time, and a phone call to
Brockway 118 (a number shared with the
Kings Beach Sport Shop) could set up an
appointment with one of thew expart oper-
ators and (or?) hairstylists

In the oli-season, a desperate cliemt
could resort 10 a trip to Bijou, 8t the south
end of the lake, 10 partake of the services
offered by Olive’s Beauty Salon — ~Open
year Around."”

Today, hair dressing salons on Tahos's
Northand West shores numbaer almost two
doren, with another 10 in and around
Truckee,

Our resident historian, Carel Van Etten,
chosa beauty salons of yesteryear for her
“Tahoe Heritage™ column this week. Upon
being asked why she chose such an ob-
1w =1 merrem $U[E tODIC, She.taparted only Lhal LPOMeem » o
turning the pages of old newspapers there
seemed 1o be a lot of beauty salon ads.
Just 1o add to this topic, we note that Bob
Montano, of Village Hair Styles in Kings
Beach, has in his history the honor of
having been “Mr, Colorado.”
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The Lake Tahoe bamn 13 an aver-
changing scane. \What was 150 years g0
the ungenercus domain af Washog ingans
Nas 0 tha wterverong years evolved —
through an unbikely prograss.an of uses,
w0 a hthouﬂmpiwwﬂ‘inrma
atflyant

A local census of one hundred years 830
would have revealed the strong mfluence
of the bmber sndustry w the basn at that
mn-.otmwmcreruwhnlrmdm
the area pror to 1890, an estmated nine
out of ten were employed in some phase of
the wood harvest. whether as loggers. it
hands, steamboat crewmen ar wood
splitters. The intense demand for the
mmuwt«nmwm-
ing Mllpdes, to the extent that nearly a
century would be requered to restore the
basn to its former slvan beauty.

The basis of the wood industry had
impaily been in supplying hes for the
Transconbnental raelrcad. and scon opera-
umswvadmbmb«imddwm
up the network of lunnels and shahs
burgeoning below tha streets of Virgmia
City, Nevada, where tha rich mines ware
boomsng

The dwindling stands of basin bmber
were spared further eradication by lhe
dechne of achwity in the Nevada mines. By
about 1890, the demise of the Comstock
Lode was in evidence, and basin business
interesis were aiready looking to diversily.
By the century’s turn, local commerce had
also turned, focusing its atention on
Toynsm.

The year 1900 saw the construction of a
narrowgauge railroad connecting Truckee
and Tahoe City. The completion of this vital
Lnk was criocal (o the successtul operation
of several grand resorts on the lakeshore.

special one-ewghth rmule trestie pser at the
Tance Tavern (one mMie south of Tahoe
City), passergers could board 8 steamer
winch o summer Grcled the lase Qaly.
connecling with equasly opulent hosteines
st Taitac, Glenbrook, and Brochway

Many weaithy vacabhoners wers im-
pressad wilth thew inktial exposure to Lake
Tahow, and word of the srea’s beauty soon
spread. Subsequent orvelopmant followed
a natusal course the snamored ehite pur-
chased property of its own and returned 1o
busd palanal seasonal ressdences up and
dawn the lakeshore.

With the increasing use of the sutomo-
tule, Amenca’s mudie class Took to the
opan road, seeiung the smple pleasures to
be found  communing wath nature. And
the prospenty of the late 1920s brought
success fo the “lamidy”™ resonts such as
Camp Richardson, Meeks Bay, Chambers’
Lodge (now Chambers’ Landing), Home-
wood Resort (gone but for a few cream-
colored bwldings on the lakeshore across
from the Homewood Sku Area) and Sancy
Beach Rasort (1hq locge now housing Col
Cla:r’'s v»n Tahose Vista).

Camping and trailering llounshed, with
small pnvate campgrounds to be found in
abundance. Auto courts were anothar
copular alternative, provwding those who
fourd the campfire and bedroll 8 bet toa
pnTmitive with the amemties of slectncity
and wcoor plumbing. -

In the years immediately following the
Second World War, the region expenenced
tremendous growth. Having lor yearsbeen
deprived of stenc sierma vistas by warimae
conditions, vacaucnists Mocked eagerly 1o
the high country, and an inevitable number
extended their vacations indefinitely. relo-

Continued on page 12

From the lermunus of the railroad line, ona

s, —
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The 1960 Winter Olympics at Squaw Valley were the
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Continued from page 7
burden generated by the existence of so much puble

bas:s of another growth spurt, marking the beginning of a domain. .
steady increase in year-round population. Another trend Today. the upper middle class dominates the wsit
in basin demography has been the result of the federal  population, since a family’s typical weekend ,,,.,,,,"2

and state acquisition of private land — especia

private estates and resorts (Emerald Bay,

ially former  may repressntthe same capital outlay which a generaton
Meeks Bay. 300 would have financed saversl week’s vacation. The

Sugar Ping Point). Increasing government ownership of —JeAder may gount himsell among the {E"‘P’r‘f hgl 8y
ra

1%1 bagintands ow comprising“over "85%"cf Tahoe gec~ aple 10 enjoy Tahos's scanic wonders u

ny arcum-

graphy) will inewitably result in private ownershipolf the  grances.

balance by an affluent few who are able 1o

carry the tax o
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As the snow rapsdly recedes, tevealing
the grewn lairways ol local goll courses.
sctatch gotlers and duflars ahike joyously
telurn 10 tha hinks in celebranon of another
spring

Of the eleven COurses NOw operanng in
the Tahoe Basinand Truckes, three canbe
s:d to ba truly hustonc. The oldest ol these
'8 the Tahoe City Goll Course. onginally
part ol the Tahoe Tavern, a rotreat ol the
slite sance its opeming in 1801,

Goll was coming iio s owninthe sarly
years ol this century, and was a {avonite
pastime of the wealihy Thus, a portion of
the Tavern's extensive holdings was sel
aside lor & goll course In 1917, May
“Queene” Dunn, (ol the lamous golfing
Dunn family of Scotland). whohad the pre-
vious year designed the Reno Golf Club
course near Moana Springs, was invited to
oversee the laying out of a Tavern course’

Intially planned as a 6-hole course, the
Tavern hinks becama nine holes and 2700
yards by 1926, a status which the devel-
opment of surrounding property obliged it
1o maintain permanently

Subsequent sales ol the Tahoe Tavern
resulted in the dvasion of ats outlying par-
cels among several partners, and in 1851
Gordon Hyde soid the coursa to Carl Bech-
dolt, St and his wile, Elsie Today thair
daughter Sharon Ragon operaies the
course, which continues under Bechdol
family ownership.

The populanity of the Tavern links was
soon maiched by that of a second golf
course on the north shore: Brockway
Tahoe Vista Goll and Country Club. This
course opened in 1924, and was ofered as
an amenity of both the Brockway Hot
Spnngs Resort and tha Brockway real est-
ale development known as Woodwista.

The goll coursa (now known as Wood:
visla) Came in1o beng under the guidance
ol Robert P Sherman, pariner with Harry
0. Comaiock in the Resort and betler
known as the developer of Sherman Oaks.
Calforria The nine-hole course was ofig-
inally planned as an 18- holer, and al one
nme boasied 13 holes, but those across
hghway 28 had 1o be abandoned when
increased traflic made access nishy, i nol
impossble

Sherman’s poor heath lorced him to
dissolve the partnership alier only a lew
years, and Harry Comstock assumed con-
trol of the enterpnse’s vanous aspects
Brochkway, like the Tahoa Tavern, was a
popular watering hole of the rich and fam-
ous, including numerous stars of the miver
screen. Bing Crosby was among the regu-
lar guests at the Hot Springs, and soma
pontto anannual Brockway goll-centered
gathening of the 1930s promutedby Crosby
as the true beginning of ine Pebble Beach
Goll Classic which today bears his name

Follewing Comstock’s death in 1954, the
famiy continuad toretain ownershupol the
Brockway coursa for over iwo decades, sel-
ling 1n 1978 to Modland Corporation
Diablo Investment corporation purchased
the property from Modland in 1984, and at
present an upgrading is in progress.

Glenbrook is the site of another basin
goll course which has the distinction of
being well over 50 years old. With the
dechine of the local lumber industry in the
closing years of the nineteenth century,
the once:busthng community had become
avirtual ghost town. but the opening of the
Glenbrook Inn and Ranch n the mid-19-
teensreestablished the localeconomyona
new basis. Some years later. a 9-hole,

Continued on page 12
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2550 yard golf course was added to tha
resort’s varied offerings, and it continues
in operation today. i
The development of Tahoe Paradise Golf
Coursa dates back over 35 years to a part-
nership headed by Bruce Beeman, a Wood-
land, California tomato farmer. Beeman,
bought aut his partners early on, and con-
tinued to operate the challenging 18-hole
course until his death several years ago.
Held in a family trust since that time, this
recreational property Is currently for sale.
If yEUFéired & GréelTaRy WP the dilfi-
culty of eiting a convenient tee-off time,
you might consider checking on the price.
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With warmer days returning, the lake’'s many buurl."
which bobbed empty all winter, are once again in service, !
mooring a wide variety of boats. In the realm ol water.
craft, tiber glass is the rule today. Lass commonplace are
the wooden hulls ol yesteryear.remindersol anera whon"
natural materials and fine craltsmanship combined 10,
produce results both beautiful and functional, N

One hundred years ago. boating on Lake Tahoe was naly
generally considered 8 leisure-time acuivity, and all but
very lew vessels which found their way to the high Sie:
ras were work boats - primarily steamers used to low
booms across the lake 10 the Glenbrook mills. Priar
1900, roads connecting Lake Tahoe with “civilizat
were the deep-rutted, mud-or-dust-depending-on-the
season variety, and 8o all but the smaliest cralt had loﬁ
shipped In pieces by rail as far as Truckee, and then
oxcart to the lakeshors, where they were rulumbl.1 |

|}

|
|

before launching.

By the turn of the century, the lumber boom was in its
decline, and pleasure craft were beginning o appear on
the lake, the eatly examples being mostly open cockpi)
launches. These generally had colorful canopy tops 9
shade passengers from the glaring sun, replete \viih
fringe like the proverbial surrey. Vessels of this type fou
service with the major resorts, used by guests (o 1 -h.r-,!
and excursion parties. Wealthy lakeshore roskienty rize
employed them as private shuttles to lerry thelr guesis 1o |
and from the noarest steamer stop. No road circled the
lake, and though overland travel was possible, any trip A
was far more pleasant by boat.

!
vb |

By the early 19208, 8 new marine breed - with the
accent on speed - was being developed. These newboats, i
designed to ply the wild open waters of the Great Lakes
region, were known as runabouts and found their widest L
represantation in the products of two Michigan compan- |,
ies: Chris-Craft and Gar Wood. The progenitors of these |
two firms, Christopher Columbus Smith and Garfield A.
Wood, were good friends, and prior to a shift in emphasis
from race boats 1o pleasure craft, they collaborated on the
building of boats for both the British Harmsworth lﬂllml.- e

i

3.'

tional trophy and the Gold Cupraces. In the sarly years of
pleasura boating, the hulls of Gar Wood boals were aciu»
ally manufactured by Chris Smith and his crew, a lact’
iwhich accounts for the strong similarity between sarly”
modals of the two makes. i) %

Tahoe boating enthusiasts shared tha national passion:
for these new “speedbosts,” and It was only 8 matter of!
tima belore thase sleek new hulls began 1o appear on Iln'
lake. In 1927, the enterprising J.P. “Jake"' Oborer
Homewood acquired the Lake Tahoe franchise for Qar
Wood boats. At about the samae time, Norman
[founder of the Tahoa Boat Company of Tahod City.
became the local distbutor for Chris-Cratt, § 5 1 ¢

Marine sales by both agents were brisk, especislly in
view of the cost of the products. In 1934, as the Grest
Depression came to a close, the Gar Wood Company
olfered 18 models, ranging from a 18 fool runabout of 70
horsepower at $895 to a 40 foot cruiser with twin 200
horsepower engines for $25,000. Chris-Craft, which the
same year offered 21 models, was less expensive, owing
| toits production-line approach to construction. lts cheap-
{ a8t model in 1934 was a 15% foot craft boasting 32
horsapower and selling for 8495, with the top ol the line
baing 8 27 foot, 250 horsepowar model priced at $4850.

By late summer, 1935, Obexer had sold 22 Gar Woods,
and Maylield a similar number. Each year, the two men
made annual pilgrimages to their respective company
headquarters in Michigan to view the product lines for the
coming year.

Mayliold was also special Lake Tahoe represeniative
for the boats of marine architect John Hacker, whose
‘elegant designs brought prices commensurate with their
uniqueness. One such craft, launched from the ways of
the Tahoe Bost Company, was the “Thunderbird,” 8
Hacker design bulltin 1939 for Nevada millionaire George
Whittell ata cost of 887,000, The Tahoe Boat Company is
now the summaer port of this magnificent example of
_marine architecture, wherae itis available for hire st $500
per hour,

The Gar Wood Company’s last products appeared in
1948 and Chris-Craft turned to liber glass hulls inthe late
19608, as did most othar marine manulacturers. Bul 8
new generation of boating enthusiasts has revived the

popularity of the old wooden beauties - for show if not for
daily use. This summer, the Tahoe Yacht Club promises
unprecedented opportunities {or the public io view wooden
boats, with no less than three shows here at the lake. The

i . first of these, set for July 5 at Chambers Landing, will set '

[§ 'the stage for a full week of baating activity planned for
August 3-10. Consult your NTW for details.
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Among T cloest and Most populer hosted
et 0n Lase Tahon's north shore @ Tamersch
Lixige, located on the uphvl sde of the ier
sachon of Hghwey 10 and Lower Lave Forest
Road Me and Mra Angeto Qppea (whose
deugiier Lowsse Ferech m sl actwely 0
voived m e oper stion of the Lodge) were the
ongnal propretons. (perenyg hew doory for
busnoss i 1027 Aa with abmost i bocal
bussnesssd of the day, the oper §on was bes-
soral, opening sboud Memonal Dy end clos
g soon sher Labor Dey

1 those serly years, Lake Forest Aoed was
sctualty § part of the teghway. and above the
rosdvary ol wesl of where i bert down the

he northaest comer of INe Lodge pruger 8ny
wios Dusll 8f ound V'vee Large [ane rees Vhen
hoavy srowi colapied (he Strutture, the
Opgros stacted not 10 retastd by 1hal e (he
setecton of lcel snenes had prown 10 the
enient thatt It seemad UeCeuary However
the pa ireed ardd the Mone fveplece wheeh
orce lent avmosphare 9 dnners ot e Tame
rack are s Mandng

The Lodge s sccommadetons ongnally i
chuted v bungaiowd, bult wound & masn
ixige and restaurant. and n the sarly deys
these peripher 8l units wer e the scene of reguy-
o pohar pamed Avd suntors of Lady Luch
wonkd come from lar and resr 10 peraks of

Tamarack Lodge in the 1930°s. The building at left contains the office, lobby and bar
Tha sutomobile is parked in front of tha restaurant bullding, which collapasd under
heavy snows over 25 years ago. Photo courtesy of Bill and Barnie Bechdolt

slope loward (he Mitle community of Lake
Forest. Mr. Oppic hung a8 s«gn, its parimier
iumenated by slectnc bulbs, proclaming the
ewstence of “TAMARACK ~ Travellers of the
day could not help but notos the lodgings,
especially Bnce Other structures were 80
scarce The Oppio's establahment at that bme
sdyoned Lake Forest's dairy, and wandenng
Cowi were dmong the pastoral vews lrom the
windows of s bungalows.

The modern availabrity of dinner houses is
wrtually hmitiess, and today it 18 conudered
unnecessary for local innkeepers to prowde
on-preavses dinung for then customers. Yet in
1927 the pubkc diung rooms of the Tahos
Tavern (8 grand lakeshore resor one mile

+ sovih ot Tahos Cay) and the Tahos lnn (en the
sbove Commons Beach + now Vicions
Station) were pracucally the only places where
dinners were served daily. The two or three
mulas 10 thess establishments was a compars-
tve irek 81 that ime, and 30 it behoovad Mr,
#nd Mrs, Oppio to make a dining room and bar
avvlable 10 their guests and the public at lagpe.

The restaurant buiking was connected to

this oppOrtuNIty 10 gamble, wivie thes lemale
comparwons passed the bma in the masn
lobby. comiserating ameCably » (he comiona-
ble surroundings, beneath the Lame antgue
glass chandehers whech soll grace the room's

knotty perve cesling
Today. 10 spete of the addion of 12 modern
units, the frve ongenal “Poker Rooma™ con-
tnue 10 be speciaily requested by many retum.-
Ing guests. Perhapa 1 18 [es romantic sspect of
thesr past whech makes them 50 eagerly
sought-after, or tha lact that several of Holly-
stars of the 1330s and 1940s
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cameras, and still another well-known personage chose
to remain cloaked in anonymity, signing the guest book
simply ““Cash Register."

A whimsical touch was added to the construction of the
Lodge by a foresighted carpenter (his name apparently
lost to history) who installed a bottle of Jim Beam under
every staircase on the property. One such well-aged
surprise turned up during a recent bit of remodelling,
recalling for Mrs. Fenech the discovery of similar “trea-
sures’’ in years past.

Distilled spirits played another part in the Lodge’s
colorful history. In the days of the Volstead Act, several
local entrepreneurs were engaged in the production of
alcohol, one such operstion conducted at the Tahoe
Tavern. The reputation of Tamarack Lodge held it above
suspicion by the "“Feds,” and in consequence it was

' chosen as the repository of the Tavern‘sillegally-produced
beverage.

Today, the Tamarack Lodge continues its well-earned
reputation as a comfortable, friendly retreat for the weary
traveller. As ever, its rates are among the most reason-
able on the lake. Manager Jackie Toles and her daughter
Ann carry on the day-to-day work of operating the Lodge,
while Louise Fenech, with her late husband Al owned and
managed the business for a generation, is still on hand to
enhance the visits of interested guests with her charming

" "storigs of the'Lodge's early-days.»rmmr=rmnn - pey
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“’Keep on the Sunnyside of Life'"

Whaen Sunnysiie Resort reopened its doors last month
alter 8 long closure, it was an eventgreetedin local hearts
with benign optimism. Those whorecall the Sunnyside of
yesteryear have had occasion to long for the ambience
which characterized the resort’s early years, and to hope
for a return to the line style of former properietorships,

The much-amendad building which today houses Sun-
nyside Resort has a history approaching 50 years old,
having been built as the summer home of the Effinger
family. Itis more popularly known as the residence of the
second owners - the Charles Kendricks lamily, who occu-
pied it for many summers before saleto Conrad and Mon-
ica Briner, _

The doctors Briner were first to use the building for
commaerical purposes, oporating it as a restaurant which
had the convenience of anadjoining boat harbor Asearly
s 1916, fishing guide Chris Nielson had operated 3 har-
bor and marina way, dascribed in The Sspa of Lake
Tahoe as “the only commercial marina of consaquance
existing on Tahoe at that time.”

Dr. Monica Briner's marriage to Ralph Sears following
the death of Dr. Conrad Briner assured the continuity of
the business, as Sears assumed active involvementinthe
resort's operation, managing the restaurant and bar
while Cenrad and Monica’s son Bill (now head of Califor-
nia‘'s Parks and Recreation Commission) oversaw the
activities of the marina. With the passing of Monica and
stepfather Ralph, Briner assumed control of the resort,

In 1972, a three-man partnership purchased the busi-
ness from Briner, whosae increasing responsibilities as
manager of the Tahoe City P.U.D. diminished his former
active role in Sunnyside’s operation. Recognizing the
popularity of the existing enterprise, the new owners
made noradical changes, butrather continued to operate
the restaurant on ayear-round basis, serving three meals
a day. Their operations also included the marina, "The

« Hatch" (an off-sale liquor store on the street front), and
“overnight accommodations in renovated rooms abovethe

‘main lodge and in dormitory-style quarters above “The
Hatch.”

¢ HenryBardelli, the active, on-the-scene partner, had an
ix'_tlnsiv"i background in the preparation of the resort’s
varied menu. Bardelli could usually be found in the kit-
chen, from which emanated his tantalizing invention,
*FrenchFried Zucchini.” This local delicacy became such *
a popular trademark of the establishment during Henry's
reign in the kitchen that the curent management fF"I“""
4
-*Under the new propristorship,- the popular resort con-
tinved to be home port for the lake’s sailors, catering 40 -

late weekend mornings 1o turn-sway crowds. In fact, it
soonbecame necessaryto expand the existing sundeck to
accommodate the overflow - one of several improve-
maents initiated by the partnership. During the drought
years of the late 19703, they found it essential to dredge
the existing marina, at the same time increasing the
number of berths.

Inside the restaurant/bar, the enthusisstic reception
given Sunnyside's brand of live music called for a bigger
dance floor, and with its completion, the resort was
unquestionably the best shore location for lakefront din-
ing and dancing. While Henry kept the kitchenonaneven
keel, veteran jigger-juggler Forrest "Forrie™ Collins kept
the patrons’ glasses full whila entertaining them with his
amusing tales of Tahoe.

When the partnership decided to sell its thriving busi-
ness in 1979, the future looked rosy for buyer Mickey
Lowell. Lowell implemented some of his own ideas
regarding the restaurant’s atmosphere, seeking a younger
clientele by booking a more contemporary variety of live
musi¢. Sunnyside hadindeed taken on a naw personality,
yet some disappointed old-timers felt they had lost an old
friand.

Another loss, in November of 1984, resulted in the
closure of Sunnyside altogether when Lowell’s 34 foot
motor launch, the “Buena Vista,” was found unoccupied
and dragging anchor in the San Diego Naval Shipyard.

The previous year, financial difficulties with the resort
had forced Lowell's filing of Chapter 11 bankruptcy, and
in & reorganization plan, San Marino Savings and Loan
had entered the financial picture as co-partner with
Lowell. But in early 1985, San Marino Savings in turn
failed, and the Federal Savings and Loan Commission
assumed proprietary interest in the resort.

By request of this federal organization, Bill Parson of
Granlibakken Management has agreed to operate the
resort’s restaurant and bar for the 1985 summer season.
Patrons of the resort under its new management are
pleased to report something of tha flavor of the Sunnysida
of old, and Executive Chef Bill Witowski is gratified by the
public’s initial enthusiastic response to the recpening.

In addition to the french fried zucchini special, the
menufeatures dailylunches anddinners of fresh seafood
and a champagne brunch served weekends and holidays .
on the sundeck overlooking the marina and lake beyond.

. - P
Live music runs the gamut from jazz to swing ntem-

‘potary “8asy NSIERING. THose in thd khdW gé‘fl the

rebirth of one of the west shore's oldest and finest restabi-

rants. Get your reservations early.
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Veteran Tahoa campers will tell you that ameng the
loveiest of the basin’s State Parks Is D L Biiss, located at
the south end of Rubicon Bay. Though the site is every bit
88 picturasque as its neighboring facilities, Emeraid Bay
and Sugar Pine Point, Bliss State Park has a history which
is not nearly as well known

According to Owen McKeon, chronicler of the Bliss
family’s ralroad and steamar activities on Lake Tahoe,
thefamilydonaled o the state 182 acres of land between
what was then the estate of Harper (of magazine famae)
and Emerald Bay for use as a park The property included
over one mile of the most spectacular shoreline on the
lake, and seemed an ideal location for public usa.

However, Lhe country was at that tima in the depths of
the Great Depression, and there seamed little hope for the
land’s use a5 # State Parkin the loresesable fulure. ltwas
in the sprning of 1933 that the maans of developing this
spectacular tract of land becama a reality. Newly-elected
Pres:dent Franklin D. Roosevelt’s sweeping plan for
national economic recovery contained a program per-
fectly suited 1o local needs in the form of the Civilian
Conservation Corps.

This program, one of the President’s pet proje<ts, pro-
posed lo employ as many as a quarter of a million young
men between the ages of 18 and 25 a1 the work of forest
conservation. tree planting, establishing firebreaks, and
clearing underbrush.

Work on the Rubicon Park tract commenced in May of
1934, The installation, designated Camp 917, was a sea-
sonal camp. housing and feeding over 200 boys, whose
gratitude for the chance of employment was clearly dem-
onstrated in the amazing progress which characterized
their work,

Inlate June, 1935, after only six months at hard labor, a
commendable transiormation of the park grounds was
reported by the Tahos Tattlar. Directed by Foreman Allen
C. Woodward, the crew had already complated a road
circling the point, cutling through heavy timber andbrush
undergrowth by the exclusive use of axes, picks and
muscle.
~ Additionally, they had “set up concrele campsioves,
restrooms and hiking paths to various points of vantage.”
The only work not done by hand was the blasting of
boulders which blocked the proposed entrance to the
park.

ip.-w-n T R N AL LIl el LU

By late August, the crew had completed these projects
and were occupied with the development of trails, a rosd
ta circle the Point via Pine Flat, and the construction of &
30-Inch culvert intended 1o divert Rubicon Craek “to a
more piciurasque and dewrable setung.” This progress
was more praiseworihy for the fact that the crew's servi-
ces had been required on the fire line when conflagra-
tions threatened Fallen Leaf Lake and an area nonh of
Carson City.

In thair frea time, several of the Camp’s envoliees dis-
tinguished themselves by rescuing a six-ysar-old boy
from drowning at Meeks Bay Reson, about three miles
north of the camp. Other free moments were devoted by
the entired camp to ministering to the every whim of
"Virgie,” 8 diminuitive nanny-goat which had been relo-
caiwd lrom the camp’s winter headquarters in San Pablo
Bay.

By the 1937 season, CCC projects still included lands-
caping and grounds improvemant at Rubicon, with the
crew conbinuing tofind constructive diversion in deeds of
honor and hercism. On thres occasions that summer,
CCC search parties were successful in locating missing
children - and received due accord foi their efforis in the
pages of the Tahoa Tattler »

The work of developing and improving the Bliss State
Park was all but concluded by the summer of 1939, if
newspaper accounts of the Camp's summaer actvities are
a valid indication. Baseball was the main occupation that
summer, with the Camp entering the Lake Tahoa League,
to do battle on several occasions with the Camp Richard-
son nine. Toward the end of August, a big dance was held
at the Al Tahoe CCC camp as a fund-raiser 10 purchase
musical instruments. The price of admission was 25
cents.

And g0, unhike 50 many government programs. tha Civ-
ilian Conservation Corps - atleast at the outsat - provedio
be of great banefit 1o the Lake Tahos basin. In thesa days
when large construction companies carry out the deval-
opment of civic projects, itisreflreshingtoreturn 1o a time
when a group of just over 200 ambitious young man
transformed a beautiful but unimproved piece of acreage
into a State Park with little more than hand tools and the *

willingnass 1o work hard.
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Pleasure Boats and Their
Owners Since 192§

FLORENCE M
photo
circa 1818

courtesy of
Mrs. Ross Bewley

The Tahoe Yacht Club, previously known as Ihe Lake
Tahos Powsr-Boat Club, has been a well-known organ;:
zation on the Lake for many years The Clubis celebrating
113 601h anniversary this season Howevar, pleasureboal.
ing on Lake Tahoe dates back well over b decade prior 1o
the club’s formation. and the history ol Ihose Do3is Ii &
story in itsell

Popular theoryatthe turn of the century held thatlong,
narrow hulls made the best use of avanlllthle power, and
resulting boats were of the “toothpick’ variety, having
extremely narrow beams Of this type perhaps tha nari-
est on the Lake was Edwin Letis Oliver's HEY THERE. a
eraft which was buill around 1910, and was originally the
property of an oli.shore alcohol disinbutor of the early
years of prohibition. Oliver's grandson. William Leus
Oliver l1l, describesthe boat as a “kayak' of about 40 feet
in length - not the sort ol vessel thatany but adesperate
person would want to be aboard in oceamic condilions.

These early precursors of the modern-day speedboal
had characteristics of both their predecessors and the
runabouts still in the future.

Such a hybnid wos J P. “"Jake™ Obexer's HOBO, busit
about 1915 Though Obexer's speedster had the narrow-
beamed hull of a launch, it sported an extremely long

L R IR LT L AL DAL L L

deck, which put driver and passengers well loward the
stern in a cockpit small by launch standards

A contemporary of the HOBO was the CUTEY SCAUP,
ancther {orerunner of the modern speeboal, which togk
118 name lrom a play on words involving 8 lamaus brand of
Scotch and a diving duck. The CUTEY SCAUP was a pro-
duct of the George Kneass Company of San Francisco
This boat came into the possession of Brockway Metcaif
whaen he and his wile purchased property from J V de la
Veaga just south of the Tahoe Tavern(now Tavern Proper-
ias), Metcall changed the boat's name to SUERTE, which
transiales something to the ellect of “quiel waters of the
evening

A boal of about the same vintage was the MYSTERY, a
vessel with a V-bottom hull [ramed by Stephans Brothers
of Stockton and built by Or. H W Dawis of Carnelian Bay in
1917 Dawis, a pioneer seasonal resident of the North
Shore, had previously buill the ZAYA and the PETITE
ZAYA for use on the Lake Thae ZAYA was 35 leet long,
with a beam of approximately 6 6", and was powered by 8
6 cyhinder converted Thomas Flyer aulomobile engine THE
MYSTERY,with a langth of 22'6”, was powered by a 40
hp Scripps 4 cylinder engine, and, Iike the HOBO, sported
alarge rear cockpit. The hull was of Port Orford cedar. and
was originally paintedgrey above the waterline and green
below. The deck was yellow

4
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Speedboal rides were all the rage a1t Tahoe in the
1830s, wath a number of marnne enterprisas carrying
passengers (o the Lake's sconic and noteworthy points

Available for excursions at the south end of the Lake in
those days was the MISS BIJOU The Young Bro
thers’ Bijou pier was the site of Charles MacFarland’s
manne concession, which had its modest start in 1936,
offering canoes and backrests for rent. Three years later,
MacFarland expanded the business, purchasing a 1929
Gar Wood irom the William R. Ray lamily for the purpose
of offering speedboat rides

This boat was one of the Lake's several painted Gars.
sporting a blue hull and a clear mahogany deck. Durning
Ray's ownership, the boat had been known as the JUNE
BUG MacFarland estimates that prior to his purchase,
the boat had seen less than 1000 hours of use

All 1hat saon changed, for business was brisk on the
1800 foot prer and MISS BIJOU's three cockpils were
often lilled to capacily.

Two excursions were olfered. One was to Emeralid Bay,
a trip lasting about an hour and costing 83 (8 price which
held through the end of World War Il). The alternaie inp
was to Zephyr Cove, which took just over half an hour and
called for $2 per head

The Gar Wood saw a great deal of use in those
summaers prior to and during the Second World War, and
exhausted three engines in her years of sérvice to Mac-
Farland. Her last engine, a 220 hp B cylinder Ketmath,
finally succumbed to old age whenitthrew arod, " practi-
cally cutting the bottom off the engine,” according to Don
Veihmeyer, who worked for MacFarland and was the last

person 1o drive the boat.

Three Chris-Craft runabouts were the successors of the
MISS BLJOU in MacFarland’s marine concession. These
were the GLADYS D, the GLADYS G, and the MISS BIJOU
Il Veihmeyer believes that the MISS BIJOU I, a 1948
20-foot Chris-Craft Custom Runabout, was the first of its
kind at Tahoe following World War |I. She was powered by
the standard 145 hp Chris-Craft Model ML, first available
just after the War, The GLADYS D and the GLADYS G
were both 1940 Chris-Crafts - 19-foot Custom Runabouts
powered by 130 hp Model Ms,

continued on page 19
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Following the shoreline northwest from Biyou, slong
the Lake's California side, we coma 1o one of the earlest
maring concessions of its kind, located in Emarald Bay In
Vol. 1 of The Sega of Lake Tehoe (p. 437, Early Marine
History chapter) E.B. Scott notes a Stephens hull of about
1920 vintage (probably a true “potato boal”) owned by
one Ralph Graves. This boal, says Scott, “reporiedly
attained B speed of 256 mph . .  considered the fasiest
thing allgat on the south end of Tahoe fof years.” Accord
ing to Scott, the boat exploded in 1941

Meeks Bay Resort, which had its beginnings in 1821,
soon gained a reputation for its marine concession, oper

ated by Fred Oswald Kehlet, a son and partner in the
resort, Captain Fred owned a succession of speedboats
which he operated as commercial carriers. The first of
these, the PICO, was a Stephens and must have had afast
hull; local recollection has it that while operators of the
Lake's other marine concessions were allowed to com-
pete in the regatla events, Fred O. was barred from the
contests The reason given was i1s stafus as a commaercial
carrier. Interestingly enough, brother George is listed as
an entrant in the Stgphens race for the 1929 regatta,
driving the PICO

The EFFIE MOON was a raised-deck Chris-Craft of
about 1927 wintage, with special handrails and a stain-
less steal dash, inlaid in which was a silver dollar of Fred's
birth year

Last of Captain Fred's wooden speedboals was the
STARDUST, a 1934 Chris-Craft. She and the EFFIE
MOON were sull in use in the mid 1950°s. Their public
careers linally ended when fiberglass hulls first came into
vogue and the thrill of a nde in an old wooden speedboat
temporarily disappeared (at least s far as a fickle public
was concerned)

Other West Shore marnne concessions of the prewar
era included Dave Chambers’ operation at Chambers’
Lodge and Don DelCarlo’s speedboat ride and boat rental.
just upstream from Fanny Bridge in Tahoe City. The name
CAPTAIN KIDD graced the transom ol several of
Chambers’ speedboats - al least one of which was a late
1920s Gar Wood DelCarlo employed the PRESIDENT, a
1927 Gar Wood sedan formerly belonaing to R. Staniey

Dollar, Sr, but with the cabin removed.

Today, wooden speedboats for hire are a thing of the
past The notable exception is the THUNDERBIRD, a 55-
foot, 16 ton super classic available in Tahoe City lor char-
ter and sightseeing cruwises to Emarald Bay




In 1948, O« Dawis son, Edward W Dawis. had a cockpit
cutin the deck and replaced the original engine with a 90
hp Chrysier Marnine 8, making it a worthy contemporary of
the current generation of speedboats The MYSTERY was
stl) wn active use on the Lake when Dawis sold her 1o
Willkam Dashieil inabout 1970, though her present where-
abouts are unknown

The FLORENCE M, a precursor of later runabouts was
owned by J Carroll Skinner. it had a hull whose specilica-
uons - make, model and year - are apparently lost 1o
history. This boat sported a narrow beam and a high spln
windshield, and leatured a typscally large single cockpit
which could seat 6 in comfon

Yet another ancient vessel was discovered a decade or
so ago by Gordon Hooper in fairly shallow water off
Rubicon Properties beach (formerly part of the George
Newhall estate in Rubicon Bay). Hooper reports that the
hull was approxmately 40 feet long. and estimates it to
have been wintage 1915. Though the lack of proper stor-
age eventually necessitated the huge boat’s demolition,
Hooper salvaged the shaft log. carburetor and nameplate,
as well as the ERD engine which powered the boat.

The 1920s marked an era ol rapid expansion in the
realm of power boating at Tahoe. Such lamous names as
Stephens Brothers, Belle Isle, Chns-Cralt and Gar Wood
prowded local boaters with marine excilement in these
years. Disputes over which boat was the fastest afloat
gradually led to the establishment of a regular regatia
season, which prowded suil more thrills lor boat owners
and spectators alika.

MYSTERY
1967

o T - =

Photo courtesy of Edward W. Davis
THIS ARTICLE IS PART OF A CHAPTER FROM A
FORTHCOMING BOOK BY CAROLVANETTEN ENTITLED
PREWAR WOOD. THE 112-PAGE BOOK CONCERNS
. JTSELF WITH WOODEN SREEDBOATS QELAKEIAHQOE
PRIORTOWORLDWAR I, ANDWILLINCLUDE OVER 30
COLORPHOTOS OF LOCAL BOATS, PLUS MANY BLACK
ANDWHITEPHOTOS, HISTORY OF TAHOE SPEEDBOATS
AND THEIR PREDECESSORS, AND EXTENSIVE CROSS-
REFERENCES AND LISTS THE BOOK WILL BE AVAIL-
ABLE AT LOCAL BOOKSTORES IN MID-AUGUST
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It was 28 years ago this month that an
avent took place which had an impact on
local history, perhaps unparalleled except
for the region’s “discovery™ by white man
in 1944, The summer of 1857 saw the
maiden appearance at local outleis of a
publication destined tobstha basisforany
discussion of Tahoe's fact and legend for
all time. This was Edward B. Scott's The
Saga of Lake Tahoe. & work of over 500
pages chronicling the characters and
events which shaped the course of local
history.

Because most people do not make the
time to learn about the past lirst-hand,
information found in books assumes a
great importance in their comprehension
ol a given subject. Thus the historian
“makes” history by recording it « regard-
less of the degree of accuracy.

In this sense, seakers of local history
were well-sarved, for not only had Seott
managed 10 contact nearty svery living
pionaer of the region, but with hissrillas a
word-craftar, he wove their tales into 2
delight{ul piece of reading which, over the
years, has made converts of some who
thought history to be a dry bone.

Adding to the book’s awesome import
was the fact that within the short space of
a decade following its publication, more
than a handful of Scott’s principal inter-
viewees had “gone to their rewards.” The
next ten years took an equally significant
number, These sad departures had the
eflect of sealing a large amount of history
from {uture scrutiny, except where Scott's
research has presented us with a window.

But what » window! Happily, Scont's
view i3 a broad panorama - the product of
untold hours devoted to relracing with
accuracy the broken trail of ume pest. And
togive proper credit for the achievement, it
should ba noted that the trail was poorly
marked by the transient citizens of the
area’s early years;: their concern was lor
the tangible presant rather than the
sweaping future.

As 2 summar resident of Tahoe since
childhood, Scott's personal recollections
of the Lake were an invaluable asset in
recovering information (in finding anything,
the key is knowing where 10 look). Among
the iImportant aspects of local historytraced
by Scott was the documentation of 154 of
Tahoa's early boats, an untold number of
which = but for his mention = would have
been lost to history.

Even prior 1o the research associated
with the writing of the Saga, Scott’s gen-
eral knowledge of local boating history was
excellent. As a son of Bart C. Scort of Hall-
Scott Motors, he had a first-hand famifiar-
ity with the Lake's exotic watercralt,
including soma belonging to hus own fam-
ily. Many of the early runabouts were
powsred by the massive engines manufag-
tured by the Hall-Scott Company. Among
these were the pre-war marine products
offered by the author’s brother, Ken Scott,
head of the John G. Rapp Company, San
Francisco dealer for Chris-Craft.

continued on page 13
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The gathering of information for Scott's
epic history took him {among other places)
to Sacramento and Berkeley, wherae, atthe
Statearchives and the Bancroft Library, he
was able lo peruse the documents which
verified many sarly activities at the Lake.
For those unfamiliar with research of this
type, itis accurately described as both fas-
cinating and tedious. Hours of turning the
dial on the microfilm machine may be
without any result except the discovery
that the document in question has been
found 1o be without relevance to the topic
aLhand. Yut. somaLimes a-beilkant revela-
tion wall spur the researcher on to further
study. .

When Scott had completed the basic
process of Interview, library, and court-
house research, he was ready to begin the
arducus task of sifting and mixing the
infermation he had compiled into a reada-

ble. accurale history. The author and his +

wile had decided 1o spend the last winter
before publication at Tahoe, to get the
proper feel for the book, and so in a resi-
dence near Cedar Point, intended only for
summer use, the bock took shape, its
author bravipg the winter chill which crept
in through tha uninsulated walls.

in 1973, Mr. Scott published Volume 11
of The Saga. In his words it is “a definitive
pictorial documentation of Lake Tahoe's
davelopment over the last one hundred
and_twenty-five years.. Scoll's. afforts
jroved well &ouh'{l:a elfort, and the books
continue to enjoy a wide popularity. a tnib-
ute to the efforts of one man to preserve
what was left of the Tahoe history he had
seen 33 a child. This history is now found
only in the minds of those who were his
contemporaries, and in the pages of his

books.
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““Famous For Our Beautiful
White S8and Beach"

Among the most appealing stretches of
shoreline on Lake Tahoe's California side
1 the shimmering crescent of white sand
rimming Meeks Bay. Though it has seen a
variety of owners and uses, this sheltered
curve of land maintains a certain serenity
which transcends the seasonal hustle and
bustle which have characterized its sum-
mers since the arrival of white man.

The Bay'sfirstinhabitants were Washoe
Indians, the first white resident being John
Meeks, whosettled in the meadows which

bordered the Bay in the 1860s, building a *

log barn on the present site of the beach
snack bar. Meeks cut and baled the mea-
dow hay, storing itin the barn before barg-
ing it to points on the Lake where it was
needed for the livestock used in the Basin’s
lumbering operations.

With the arrival of the railroads, the
importance of the meadow’s proximity to
the lakeshore was diminished, and Meeks’
presence was supplanied by that of C.W,
Lusk, an El Dorado County cattleman. The
land west of Meeks Bay (and Rubicon Bay
to the south) became the summer range for
Lusk’s herd of cattle, numbering as many
as 1,000 head at one time.

In 1872, Lusk hired brothers George and
James Murphy (still teenagers then) to
help in the operation, driving the cattle
over the old Georgetown road to summer
in the lakeside pastures of the West Shore
- a five-day trip from their winter range.
Before the decade’s close, the Murphy
brothers had assumed control of the

enterprise, purchasing Lusk’s tangible
assets (pans, churns and a milkhouse.) In
1884, the brothers bought the real estate
{Section 29) then belonging to Bliss and
Yerington. This land was a railroading and
lumbering concernin the mid-1870s when

“all usable timber was cut off the land and

boomed across the Lake to Glenbrook for
milling.

The Murphy brothers continued to oper-
ate the dairy, rowing their milk, butter and
meat products across the Lake to Glen-
broock and other points to sell. Because of
the existence of this dairy, the locale was
for manyyearsknown as “Buttermilk Bay."”

In 1891, the Murphys (in partnership
with brother-in-law Luke Morgan) took
ovar operation of McKinney's Hunters
Home (at that time comprising a single log
cabin -one of less than a hahdful of lodg-
ings available at the Lake). This was the
beginning of an arrangement which was to
last until 1919, The Murphy's proprietor-
ship became so well-known that an 1894
map notes the site - now Chambers Land-
ing - as "Murphys.”

In the brothers’ absence from Meeks
Bay, their holdings there were overseen by
Martin Lowe, a colorful backwoods sort
whose squalid existence inspired some
amusing anecdotes in E.B, Scott's The
Sagaof Lake Tahoe. The Murphy brothers
,by 1920, were both past 60 years old, and
had no special plans for their Meeks Bay
property, though the time was ripe for its
development,
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As the walers ol the Bay were® oo shal-
low to admit the steamer TAHOE, the Bay
had been a sort of backwater during the
Murphys' years of ownership, the only
available transportation being by water,
However, with the completion of a road
around Emerald Bay in about 1912, the
land was reachable by auto, and in 1920
George Kehlet, seeking the restorative
gualites of a high-altitude vacation, was
led to the Bay's tranquil shores. Impressed
by the singular lack of campground facili-
ties at Tahoe, Kehiet, lormerly of McKit.
trick, Calilornia, hit on the idea of develop-
ing the site for that purpose, and by
summer's end had laken a short-term
option on the land.

Kehlet's abiding dream - entertained in
the face of considerable obstacles - was 10
develop the Bay lor recreational use. In this
pursuit, Kehlet was soon joined by father
Oswald V. and brother Fred, who logether
with their familias went 10 work in earnest
1o develop the property. By 1925, im-
provements at the new Meeks Bay Resort
included a grocery, dining room, clubhouse
and 15 cabins in addition to the camp-
ground. In 1928, the first cabin to have
indoor bathroom facilities was built, and
the following year the 15-room hotel build-
ing and six more cabins were completed,
making 47 cabins in all.

in a matter of a few short years, Meeks
Bay Resort had became a miniature city
unto itsell, with the vacationist's every
want answered on the premises - or daliv-
erable in short order by the helpful proprie-
tors. In the spring of 1961, a 120-berth
boat marina was completed, concluding
the development of the property by the
Kehlats

L]

Thisphoto, circa 1940; shows MeeksBay Resort’s two
speedboats, the Stardust(foreground) and Effie Moon,
with since-demolishad beach cabins south of the pier,
and the old boathouse beyond. Photo courtesy of Darel
D. Kehlat.

By the mid-1960s, the introduction of
Nevada-based gaming casinos (with thair
attendant accommodations] were begin-
ning 10 make clear the inevitability of a
basin-wide sewer system, and Meeks Bay
Resort, like so many other local family
businessas, was faced with the prohibitive
axpense of connecting with the trunkline,
then inching along the shoreline toward
complation. At this point, the Kehletls
elected 1o sell their popular resort, then
having operated it for nearly 50 summers.

The State of California was a potential
buyer, yet sutficient state funds were not
immediately available, and Macco Corpo-
ration, @ subsidiary of Penn Central Rail-
road, purchased the property. That com-
pany’s plans to develop high-rise con-
dominium towers were not far from
realizaton when the parent company's
bankrupicy threw the development inlo
limbo - amid great rejoicing by local resi-
dents and annual visitors who had strongly
opposed the plans

In 1971, the 645 acre parcal was pur-
chased by William Hewlett, who heid the
property in trust until December of 1974
when the U.S. Fores! Service acquired it
for $3.1 million. Today, the campgrounds
and several of the onginal cabins are aval-
able for public use. and a new visitor center
provides less-ruslic accommodations as
well as a gift shop for visitors. Most of the
Kehlets cabins have been removed, as ili1s
the policy of the Forest Service to return
the area to its original state. However, the
“peautiful white sand beach™ - once the
feature of the Kehlet's resort publicity -
remains, as always, for the enjoyment of
all.
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Waes! shore pionesr Alfred Mallly dates
his Tahoe experience a1t 61 years, having
first seen the Lake in 1924 It was in that
year that Mallly's father-in-law, Or. Fran-
cos Leroy Herrick of Berkeley, purchased
200 pcres ol wesl shore property lying
south of Meeks Creek and fronting on the
highway

Dr. Herrick's pioneering spirit had
brought him 10 You-Bet, California, prior to
the turn of the century, where he bacame
involved in hardrock mining He subse:
quantly worked as an orderly in the Stock.
ton mental hospital, and, while thus em:
ployed, lound tima to study medicing ot
Lane Medical College (which later bocamae
the Stanford University Medical School)
and then in Kentucky

In the manner of the day, Herrick thon
served, lor several years as an itineram
medical practitioner in Johannesburg,
South Alrica. Following this apprentice-
ship, Herrick returned to Califorria, where
in 1804 he organized several doclors and
founded a hospital in Berkaley, which sub-
sequently bore his name

The 1924 acquisition of the Meeks Bay
property was the flirst stepin Herrick's plan
to develop a domestic fur farm - a veniure
which seamed to promise favorable re-
turns. Wire pens were constructed on the
proparty, and ten silver foxes were pur-
chased at a cost #1,000 per head (or per-
haps it 1s rather “per tail” in the case of
foxes) A year ‘round caretakor was hired
to tend the precious herd.

Summer turned o lall and the operation
appeared 10 be well-launched The pelts
produced in Tahot's chill winter climate
promised 10 be of the prime sort, which

iR R ss 1y vgvbd id bl ingrer good P!mo.u_ﬁf Htrﬂlh-lhé

secured an option on the meadowland
west of the highway property with the
intention of pasturing horses there priorto
their use as food for the foxes.

The venture might have succeeded but™
for several significant factors, which Dr.

‘ * §"r"x- W2 -

Herrick had lailed 1o take Into sccount. the
depth of winter sanows and the venlure-
some nature of the visen The captivity of
those future fur-pieces came to an abrupt
termination when the rising snowpack
allawed the hard their opportunity 1o make
good an escape by simply jumping the fen-
ces to freedom. None of the lour-legged
fugitives was ever recaptured, much to Dr
Horrick's dismay, But, adda Mr. Maffly, the
venture |s said to have produced a local
population of blue-blooded coyotes.

Frances Herrick passed away In 1831,
and Alfred Mallly took over contral of Dr
Harrnck'sbusinessallairs. At Meadow Park
this included oporation of the grocery store,
cobins and a lilling station, which over the
yoors foaturad Shell, Union Associated
and Qull Qil products

Lite was of s more primitive nature then,
all utilivas being the responsibiliy of the
individual. Meadow Park had its own well,
and a gravity-fed system from a spring on
the proparty supplied water for the house-
hold. A shower lor proprietors and guasts
was availoble in the form of an elevaled
holding tank, with waler flow regulated by
o pull chain borrowed from an oid tolel
tank Restroom faciliies consisted of two
privies, Direct-current electrical power
was generated nght on the property, and a
one-lunger pump chugged noislly during
dayhight hours The absence of a phone is
ramambered by Mr. Malfly as an idyllic
circumstance rather than an inconven-
ience

Although the Forest Service now owns
most of the property which was once Mea-
dow Park Resort, Malfly retains the prop-
erty onwhich the grocery store and several
outbuildings (two real estate offices and a
plumbing shop) now sit. The grocery, now
known as the Wilderness Store, is oper-

P

sted by Jerry Cunminghemyad stll doesa |, 4y 1y

good seasonal business, sefving local res-
idents and summer visitars who find it
convenient to the Meeks Bay Camp-
grounds. But Meadow Park Resorl exists
today only in'the memories of thosa who

knew the area in earlier limes,
(78
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BOURNE IN AN EARLIER AREA

The near North Shore has, among its natursl viriues, 8
pebbly beach whare vacationars of four genaerations past
flocked 1o search among i1s besutiful backwater tailings
for the red and ysllow stones scanered there This
geologically-named bii of geography is Carnelian Bay.
This designation rafers 10 the shorelina batween Dollar
Point on the south and Flick Pointon the north Pumarily
seasonal community, the Bay boasts a post office, lumber
company, colfes shop, restaurant, boat company, chain
market and some of the most improbable monstars ever to
blight the local landscape

The pace of ifein Carnelian Bay was somewhat slower
at the turn of the century. Homewood summer resident
Don Hull, Sr., whose pare nts first brought him o the Lake
by stagecoach in 1906, recalls one popular pastime of the
day was a (rip to the shores of this delightful Bay for the
purpose of gathering carnelians - wave-washed geologi-
cal treasures easily discovared along the broad sweep of
this North Shore beach

At the time of Hufl’s first visit, most of the property in
the Bay was owned by a tric of bachelor brothers from
Ottaws, lllinois, by the name of Flick. Thesa three, William,
Joseph and Nicholas, were commaercial fisharmen who
shared the unusuval fate of having all been born on
December25-in1841,1847and 1851, respactivaly The
Flicks had purchased their holdings {including the Corne-
lian Bay Hotel, a post office, store and cottages)in 18386,
following a financial setback in Nick's dry good concerns
and injuries sustained by Joe in a circus performance.

The hotel had been built in the mid-1870s by one Dr.
Bourne, who operated it under the name "Dr Bourne's
Hygenic Establishment™ and later as “Cernelian Springs
Sanatoria™ -billing it as an unsurpassed mecca for health
seekers with good lishing an added attraction. The reclu-
sive Dr. Bourne, a seli-styled meteorologist and local
chronicler of snow depths and Lake levals, religiously for-
warded this statistical information 1o Truckee each manth
for publication in the Truckee Republican,

When Bourne passed away m the mid-1BBO's, rancher
Jamas Cleland acquirad most of the doclor's haldings,
raising remarkable vegetsble gardens and crops o
timothy hay on the liat now accupied by CarnalianWoods
and 118 naar naighbors

By the imae the Flicks acquired tha propertyin 1896, the
wharl which Bourne had constructed was 8 iwenty -yesr
veteran of steamar (rallic, sarving an astablishad com-
munity which « undar the brothers’ direction - continued
to be 8 popular destination for residents, picrwckers, and
overnight guesla.

Marion MacKay, a seasonal resident who has spam
nearly all of the past 70 summaers beside the Bay, recalls
the daily arrival of the steamaer at the hotsl pier, highligh-
1ed by tha disiribution of mail - the posimasier calling out
the names ol his patrons lrom the incoming stack of
unsoried correspondence.

The Carnelian Bay Hotel was another favorite gathering-
place, and Mrs. MacKay and her playmates were fond of
visiting “Big Chiel,” a huge womanwhoranthe hotel and
baked fresh bread sach morning. A daily ritual for Mrs.
MacKay and har cousin was the consumption of a loal of
this delectable treal - spread with peanut butter - from s
vantage poini on the end of the hotel pier,

The downstairs of the hotel building was given over 10
post office and genaral store, whare three slol machinas
consumed the interest and cash of localsand visitors of all
sges.

The Flicks had sold most of thewr holdings by 1910,
retaining a small piece of roadside real estate, on which
was acabin where the two younger brothers resided until
their deaths, ten days apart, in April of 1938.

J.Humiston, F.Q. Norton and L.P. Delano, calling them-
selves Carnelian Bay Improvement Company, purchased
the greater portion of the property, and commenced an
extensive development program, the initial phase of
which is described by George Wharton Jamesinhis 1915
publication, Lake of the Sky, The developers, says James,
. .. out of their B1-acre tract, put on sale convenient-
sized lots. Of these 75 were purchased almost imma-
diately, andby 1914 there were over 45 homaes, large and
small, already arected.” The sale of bonds was expected
to finance the construction of the club’s initial buidings,
including a clubhouse and half a dozen cottages. How-
ever, like saveral other early-day North Shore ventures,
this project was never fully realized.

As its name suggests, the Old Post Otfice Coffea Shop
was formerly the domainof the U S, Post Office {the entity
having moved from the hotel). From 1942 unul 1974,
posimistress Marge Fellows handled the community's
mail, while across the streat husband Ray operated the
Trading Post Resort, which in addition to the letting of
overnight accommodations also included a small gas-

and-grocery concern.

poem --Toda'y CarneliamBay'wchmef tlaim to fame|is parhdps:

Sierra Boat Company, west coast mecca for wooden boat
enthusiasts, where each winter over 250 of thess maho-
ganymasterpieces are stored. In spite of sweeping devel-
opmental changes in the reglon, the general aimosphere
of the Bay is still one of quiet ease, whera a patiant search
may still produce a gem such as that for which the Bay

was named.
a
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Tahos s juonest tewdenis wela fired lured 10 1he Lake
by & vaii@ly of enlsemanis Samecame losarn the|com
paratively] healthy wages avalable in many aspecis ol the
local imber industry Soma settled 1o escapa tha
mad crush ol the cily, and olhar s §1nctly 1o apjoy |he view THIS VAGUELY TROPICAL facade was the onginal Hut, a8 it sppesred clica
From the aatliest days of i1s solllemant, the region was 1936, |Photo courtesy of Mal Doylel
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Tahoe's pioneer residents were first lured to the Lake
by a variety of enticements. Some came to earn the (com-
paratively) healthy wages available in manyaspects of the
local timber industry. Some settled here to escape the
mad crush of the city, and others strictly to enjoy the view.
From the earliest days of its settlement, the region was
widely celebrated as a high altitude mecca for health-

seekers, its rarified atmosphere touted as the cure for a
diverse assortment of complaints.

One pioneer family which owes its long presence at the
Lake to the quest for better health was the Callenders of
Homewood. It was during the summer of 1306 that How-
ard’s severe case of asthma compelled him to abandon
the family’s Bay Area residence in favor of the restorative
climate to be found on Tahoe's sunny west shore. Upon
his return to San Francisco at summer’s end, Howard’s
description of his summer habitation were understanda-
bly glowing, and by the following summer, he had con-
vinced brother Benjamin Franklin Callender to accom-
pany him on a return trip.

Though the area between Homewood and Tahoe Pines

(Idlewild) iz tha oldest residential community on the west -
~shora {its subdlvision dating backtothe early+E686sithe—

area’s commercial development was still in its infancy by
the time of Callender’s arrival, and so earning one’s daily’
bread called for a degree of ingenuity unnecessary today.
But the Callenders were equal to the challenge, and had
soon established themselves in the realm of commercial
angling and mitihe transit, employing their diminuitive
canopied stea LADY OF THE LAKE, as a combination
fishing boat a xi.

Thoﬁ the Iocal commercial fishing industry had
already seen ltﬁ heyday by the turn of the century, the
iscatorial product was still phenomenal

n standards), and the Callenders con-

pi¥jthe elegant tables af San Francisco‘s

s s g e e BOLNGL IWO bu{
livelihood until

ingly limited ilshmg ) commercial ventures were prohl-
bited altogether.




Since poor local roads made overland travel inconve-
nlent(lf notimpossible) prior to 1925, LADY OF THE LAKE
was a valuable means of transportation, and as such was
usod by the population at large, Acase in point was Ben's
yearly boatload of passengers from Tallac < an aborlginal
entourage which included eight or ning adult Washoo
Indians and their offspring and dogs. The passaenger list
was always of such proportions that it threatened to
exceed LADY s draft, and Ben annually feared swamping.

The very birth of local tourism can perhaps be linked to
the prohibition of commercial fishing, for soon thereaftar
camping facilities began to spring up all along the west
shore. The Callender's Camp Franklin was among these,
competing with Bill Johnson's El Campo and the Kehlet

-family’s Meeks Bay Resort campground, . ...

Over the yoars the enterprise grew, and the enthusi-
asm of anincreasing number of visitorsgave riseto Ben's
fame as a local restauranteur. His roadside retreat was
The Hut, initially an open-ended structure, replete with
Tahoe's answer to the thatched roof and bark on exterior
walls. Ben served a scandalously delicious hamburger
according to Lillian Farr, who enjoyed her stops at The Hut
while enroute home from the Meeks Bay dances of the
1930s and 1940s.

The Hut occupied the same plot of ground where the
Tahoe Ski Bow! sales office nowsits, anditsbar dida good
seasonal business as well. Callander was a shrewd busi-
nessman, recalls nephew Mal Doyle (still a resident of
Tahoma), and a sign ebevs the bar - “lIITYWYBAD' - was
an amusing sourcs ¢f revenue for the proprietor. To
inquiries about tha meaning of the curious cryptograph,
the bartender would reply, “H, 1 tell you, will you buy a
drink?**

About 1947, Callender sold The Hut to “Pop” and
“Mom"’ (Blanche) Meyers, and the popularity of the oper-
ation continued during their ownership. However,a 1955
fire razed the much-enlarged structure, and Peggy French,
the Meyers' successor who operated The Hut during the
summer of 1958, could not sustain the appeal of the
former properietorship.

Following his sale of The Hut, Ben Callender had
planned a retirement in Florida, but Tahoe was in his
blood, and after several years he returned to the Home-
wood area, where he purchased his former competitor’s
El Campo Lodge, developing it into Callender’s Lodge.
This enterprise featuring a unique “Horseshoe Bar," the
decor of which included about 500 examples of equine
footwear. Before leaving the premises, patrons could fill
‘er up atthe Flying A pumpacrossthe street, or surveythe
array of produce available at a vegetable stand conces-

PRETINERE R SRAAR TGO BIOSA'DYIIN s e R R L D ILE S LT LR

Benjamin Franklin Callender passed away in the spring
of 1976, having seen nearly seven decades of Tahoe
summers,during which he had personally been contribu-
tor to the colorful legacy which is our Tahoe Heritage.
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The October 22 fire which seriously dam-
aged Rosie’s Cafe, a popular Tahoe City eat-
ery, may be the demise of the structure,
which is approaching 50 years old and is
situated on a piece of real estate which saw
commercial use even before the turn of the
century,

Tahoe City resident Lillian Vernon Farr
says her records of the property indicate that
the earliest structure on the site was a stable,
one of two livery barns built by James Card-
well. An adjoining barn to the east (site of the
Vernon Building today) was used for car-
riages, and later autos. When the barn
burned to the ground in 1933, C.W. Bill”
Vernon and his wife Ethel Joslin Vernon built
their two-story block residence on its founda-
tions.

By 1938, horses were no longer common-
place in Tahoe City, and sometime between'
that year and 1941, an enterprising Medite-
ranean type named Sam Landesburgbuiltan
open-air produce stand next door, on the site
of the former stables. The business was
necessarily seasonal, owing to its lack of
walls, but Landesburg’s success gradually
allowed expansion into such varied sidelines
as hardware, dry goods, and a soda fountain
lunch counter, which was situated where
both of the subsequent businesses (The

Hearthstone and Rosie’s) located their bars. -

Landesburg is remembered by his patrons
as an entrepreneur in the. true mercantile
tradition, who could almost unfailingly pro-
. ducea desnred article from somewhere in the
depths "of his' extensive "inventory. Sam's
Market remained a fixture on the local scene
until 1951, when he sold the business and
quietlydisappeared from view, over the hl" to

no-one-remembers-where.

«

His successors were partners Jack Dunne
and Dinty Moore. Jack and Dinty’s Market
included a meat counter where (in the part-
nership’s early years) shoppers could pro-
cure, in addition to more cuts of meat, such
exotic flesh as venison, now outlawed for
sale. Moore’s wife Robbie was generally
found behind the lone checkstand, while
Dinty himself {in a somewhat supervisoral
capacity) could usually be discovered on the
porch, chair tilted back against the storefront.

Partners Moore (whao died in a house fire
almost twenty years ago) and Dunne (now a
resident of Grass Valley) sold the businessin
1963 to another partnership. Peter Johnson
and John Sproehnle were joint proprietors of
The Hearthstone. This uproariously success-
ful, bistro-tavern featured steak, spareribs,
spirits and “gifts of whimsy”” on its bill of fare.

The Hearthstone logo consisted of a rather
angular cherub seated astride a keg of brew,
"a barberpole looming fortuitously in the
background, while a hooved quadraped of
indeterminite species looked on, its meaning
remembered by only a handful today.’

Johnson, a later Sproehnle, bowed out of
the enterprise, and the building, now owned
by Franz Fassbender and Walter Pfeifer, is
leased to Sue Dunsford, D.B.A. Rosie’s Cafe.

_Whether the business is able to continue in
anyform at the location, in light of the restric-
tive governmental attitudes regarding recon-
struction, remains to be seen. This dining
hot-spot’s future will be the history of another
era, yet its popularity of the recent past sug-

's "gests the successofanything with which Ms;

Dunsford can see fit to replace it.
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THIS IS NOW
THAT WAS TH

Deapite the 1ect TN winker is ahi nearly 8 month away
Dy 1he Calendar, the season o bierved locally i full
Fwing Mo year-round repdents of ihe Lake Tahow basin
1004 10rwar0 10 Ihe arrival of winter, which signa’s & return
1o Ihe pessonal pleasures thal are characterisiic ol the
migh country Wilh he area’s shi resons bad ki petaleon,
WO 81 ONCE BN MALING thew weehend pigrmages
10 Oyt $10pes Bnd sk i, and promoters of local lourism
are doing everything possible Lo present local sitract-ons
in {he modt appeaiing hight

A generahion ago. such wis Aol the case Prior 1o the
1980 Winter Olympecs held ol Squaw Valley, winter
10unem way relatvely unknown 8l Tehos Most Dusinesses
in The bamn were SINCtly seasonal. clomng thewr doon
so0n wher Labor Day, or bt leas! by the Lirst snowiall Local
pubbzations of the iste 10508 0id not feel any responsbeity
10 1061 the area’s amenities, 5 these rather ambivalent
remarks in mig-November 1958 issve of the Tahos Tattler
et

“Leoh here 10 1808 Tha ONCOmING winder with a stoul
neart are hose of us whao tingle with the excitement

E WINTER OF '5
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Judge C.W. “BII" Vernon and his wite, Ethel. (Phole

now. A case in poinl was the Yemon B
mTMﬂfw“hma

U N

7 of Vince Cardinele)




W Wl e R BTRuE, & b e -
i ki O A Ho vRmbel 185 au of 1he Tahos Teltier
aliwal

ol e 40 lane e ONG Ornang wanber with 8 stoul
haatl o0 e ol wi whe ngie milh the sa \

Winled wid aven mom confining in the peet then il ls
new. A coase in poinl was tha Vemon Buliging in

ol e ehallenge dete-miied 10 Reep e el
et O whal Gomes oo wily, and bure we il ey
wvety parl ol il we Can sepecaiy those ol vl who
have 00 oihad Ghaie L i prisng what hadng na
Chpay can du

Nol ihal Uhpse wis muth fo sitract tha prospechive
wimdod i winked Rosd Clomaes meie mone lieguent and
more prodanged INan they e these days | he numbe ol
phowt And g ade s avaabie W clear inesuiinghighmays
ware bl @ racuon of loday 8 19rce inteniale B0 wad piill
on the drawing bosrd, 47d the Wip down (he iy Ranbow
Aoad (Hghagy M) whah mound Bresthilasing'y down
trom Donner Sumaid wad #n0uph 10 Biloutdge mosl
rawebery WoMm petluling Lo tha Seeran by aulo

Yol thate wai teally no need 10 mainiain betler access
AL phal Lma, commatcial BA1 Operalions In Ihe norin shom
ared worn bimibed 1 (rankbasaen Deer Park and Squaw
Wbty This lalies cOnCern, siill & long way hiom smeigence
a0 wOrkd-Class phi mecca, had jual aapanded ita 1acdilies
with the Boovbon ol Ine K122 Wt making hiee wp-
mounkain Gonveyances al the Nedgiing resort

e conl of bving a1 the Lake in | 858 was comparslively
ineapensive - 81 (hal lima more ke (he cost ol livng
snywhers sse Realior Charies Deardaiey, with the oltices
at tha Tahos City Wye, advertised (w0 and ihree-room
spariments of renl. ranging in price from $49 80 1o 583
pet monin (\he lalter price including Nghts, maier and
snorw temovel) Beardeiey 8 Bes! Buy” houre lor sl was
wawed o §7.200 with §1.200 down Lols weni for aboul
$2.500 10 $4.000

Competing feallor Maa Moll sdvertised 1nst he had
more peopte who wanied lake Iront homes than he had
homas 10 alal Il you have something 10 sell.” his sos
pleaded. "8l B0 honas! price = wonl you please et me
Angw We CAR INan make the buyers happy. you will be
happy. and | will be DELERIOUS (me) ™

Locals campneed & much more Close- knil community in
mﬂummlmomﬂuum
social BcUvity was highlighied by events ol the achool,
chuich and club calendars Ad fell hurnad 10 winter in 1hal
yoarof 1854 remdents looked lorwaid 10 such activities as
e T ahoe- Truckes PTA Scholarship Dinner (only sightly
marred by & powsd oulage which forced the larming-oul of
cooking chores 10 several Truckes restaurants with Qood
wuppiied of pas)
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Tahoo City. Upstairs was the residence ol

Angiher ey wveni on Ihe 1eil calendsl Ihel yesr was ihe
Hatvest Bail Barn Dance, sponsared by the Tanhos Cily
Twirlern loatunng caller Herman Henke (husband of the
local indeigarien leacher) A Butlel Dinoar Dance and
winiet Fashion Bhow presenied by ihe Tahos Bouaws |8
POpular women § QI oup whose name mighl bre conudered
romewhal ani-lemenigt ioday | was siated lor Novembai &t
ihe Nevaga Lodge

Foi receni artivaly 1o ihe community, 1hers way ihe
Neweomers Chub, which hatd & potisde poliuci lwod heon
#l the Cedai Glan Lodge mn Tahos Visia in Mid-Oclober
Potivois ware & populad 1o6m ol public galheong, Fea o
now, and na less Lhan hall & dosen are publcieed 0 ihe
pages of Ine Tattler issues dunng Ine fall of 1054

Caling 0wl was ¢omparatively ineapensive in any |orm
AL ihe Crysial Bay Ciub, & compiete chichen of chuch
wagon  sieak dinnar went for §1 00, and Eugene s Chale!
i Copatal Bay regularly adweriined & dinner specisl of
Bicilad L obalai v dridwn Buiter lod the lantaii ging icket of
L FRY

As Chrsiman sppiosched, Ine Tatiler raminded locals
thal a poldy soupied the previous yea! profibited the
cutling ol Chrsvmas Liees on lsdelal lang, 1he population
Rawing grows 10 the asian thal the supply could nol be
sapacied \u keap up wilh e demand

O avdiyond 8 Chiivimad hal was an aulographed copy
of N rovibed ddviin il £ B. SE0ir's marvelous hew hislary
of tha mred. Tha Baga of Laks Tanos. retaiung for & halty

$1500 The Tahoe Gity Aotary Club was once agan |

preparing 104 el annual children s party banestn the Big
Tree, and the s Gir Booul roop, which included such
lamivar names as Kaien McBrde, Slephanie Gryder
Cainy Gonners and Julie Anne Bechdofl. was busy with
Iheu pine cone projecl. destined lor patienis sl DeWii
Hospial,

A Chrisimas issus Talttler sdilonial was remarkably
PIOPHENIc i Its 15r8cant 107 ING naw your Tha sditor wiole
“A naw ShORPING Canlat (now the Lighihouse Cenler), the
addition ol & promising subdiison (the Highlands) in ihe
Tahoe City area, the hinished schookin Tahoe Cily and ihe

ol p popul. . Ml these Inings do
Indicate the Lake ia destined 1o a new way b bnng for all
of us " indeed It was

(LRI I

Judgs CW. "BA" Vermon snd his wile. Binel | Phols
courteey of ¥ince Cordinaie)

ﬁ*-

Businsssas had thelr share 0f sccess problems ae well
mn.mmadumwnm!mﬂm
tollowing Mother Nature's lates! Lantrum. (Courteay of
Den Enyder)

L
Squaw Valley was hardly a worid-class resort in ihe 1960s,
a8 this pholo, laken from the deck of Bquaw Valley Lodge.
altwsts

Photo courtesy of Jim Willlsmean
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High Sierra Mush

Down through the sges, mankind has
tended 1o prefer play to work, turning the
contrivances born of necessity to more
trivial purposesin hislelsure time. Perhaps
owing to the specles’ Inbred tendency
toward competition, athietic pursuits have
tracitionally been accorded animportance
shared by few other activities which are not
germanas to human exislence.

In snowy climes, dogsledding has deve-
loped as such a pastime. While Alaska's
vast expanse necessitated such means of
travel, the shorter geographical distances
to be overcome In the Lower 48 could be
traversed on skis orsnowshoas, and so the
activity had no practical precedents In this
area. However, the romance of adrivercal-
ling to his team of dogs as thay urged the
sled through frozen drifts has a certain
appeal which cannot be matched, and solt
was perhapsinevitable that ourterrainand
climate would be used as the scenae of use
such canine-powered conveyance.

Hollywood had a hand In ths area's
introduction to dogstedding, for the earli-
est record of such activity locally seems to
have been in connection with some of the
manymotion pictures which were filmed in
and around Truckee and Lake Tahoe dur-
ing the late 19-teens and early 1920s,
Thesa are the thrilling (and in some cases
hilarious) tales of the Great Northwest,
starring suchtinsel-town notablesas Char-
lis Chaplin, Ben Turpin and Clark Gable.

In 1926, the Southern Pacific Rallroad
had taken over operation of the rall line
which connected Truckeeand Tahoe City,

and foliowing & conversion from narrow
gauge to standard size track, the way was
paved for the Institution of “Snowball Spe-
cials" —tralns which carried passengersto
the highcountrytoobserve and participate
in snow sports of all kinds. End of the line
was Tahoe Tavern,a grand hostelryon the
shores of the Lake, about a mile south of
Tahoe City.

The Iste Judge C.W. "Bill" Vernon of
Tahoe City, chronicler of much early day
winter sports activity of the area, described
the dogsledding competitions staged for
visitors of this later era. These were a revi-
val of the Sierra Dog Derby, which had
originallysprung up as part of the Truckee
Winter Carnivals masterminded by C.F.
McGlashan.

One such Sierra Dog Derby, Vernon
reports, “was run on three consecutive
days - February 10, 11 and 12, 1920. The
race course was from Truckee 1o Tahoe
Tavern and back. The uphill course was
over a trail east of the Truckee River, by
way of Beartrap and down what is now the
dump road (Jackpine Street in 1985) to
Tahoe Tavern,.. Thera ware nineteen dog
teams of from seventoninedogsdrivan by
men - and one woman driver - Lydfa Hut-
chison of Idaho. She was known as Whis-
tling Lyd because she could whistle louder
than any man.

Miss Hutchison, Vernon goes on to
report, "directed her dogs, especially at the
startand finish where there was nolsa by the
throngs, with one sharp whistle forGoe.'two
for Haw,and a long fading whistie for Whoa.
For start it was a chirping whistle.”

Continued on pa‘gojl}:‘.“i
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Heritage continued from page 5 ¥
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The drivers were almost without exception t:f&;-&ang
notables, outstanding. among whorl wap Scotty A¥an,,
winner of the Alaskan Sweepsiakes. However! AHan's"
malamutes proved too heavy for the comparatively short
thirty-mile course, where their siamina was not such’a
critical factor. In spite of not finishing with a winning time,
Allanwas a popularfavorite locally, and spent the winterin

- .
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“When Johnny Comes Marching Home"

Local Impact of the seemingly interminable conflict
known as World War Il was perhaps even greater than the
war's effect elsewhere In the nation. Since most commar-
cial activity in resort areas was considered non-essential,
the war years were aspecially lean ones for Basin busi-
nesses. *

Local enterprise suffered in several key respects from
the national emphasis on the war stfort. During the first
twoyears of America’s Involnmmllmhcconmcl,lhccall
had goné out for non-essential scrap metal with which to
mold the weapons of war, and shortly thereafier, the rail-
road line which connected Truckee and Tahoe City had
been sacrificed for the cause. The elimination of this
means ol access, when combined with the rationing of
gasolins, effectively kept all but the most determined vis-
itors away. )

L] H_‘

In light of these adverse clgcumstances, many local
prewar propristors who had not been called 1o one or the
other branches of the Armed Services voluntarily ciosad
theirdoors and relocated “down the hill” for the duration -
to places where factories with defense contracts oitered

plenty of work at good wages.

Soldiers and sailors on leave found Lake Tahos aviriual
paradise and resolved toraturn when peace was restored,
Those essantial local businesses which somehow man-
aged to stay in operation during the war years gratefully
wealcomed the return of the proverbial Johnnies with the
coming ol spring in 1948. The local economy would never
be quite the samae again.

‘Servicemen who found themsalves weary of the sticky
tropics of the South Pacific or the over-crowded rubble of
the European theatre were eager 10 return homae - of better
yel, 10 Lhe pristine expansa of the Sierra Nevada, where
they could do some catching up on lives which had been
for so long deprived. A brighter day, when they would
once again find themselves in God's Country, served as
the sustaining thought for many soldiers under fire in
distant lands, and itfollowed naturally thal some of these
sought out the source of their solace al war's end.

The spring of 1946 saw a flurry of activity at the Lake,
with returnees and newcomers to the area putting into .
action thedreams which had been formulated and revised
during the long years of the War. Proparietors of most
“duration” enterprises were planning soma kind of expan-
sion or improvement with the promise of a busy summer
season, and would-be entrepreneurs were pleniiful. On
every front, the wheels of peacetime progress were being
once again set into motion, driving the economy to a
virtual boom status.

In June, Greyhound instituted daily express buses from
SanFrancisco, restoring comparatively good access from
the Bay ‘Area;.-Two north shore cab companies provided
*public transpdrtation within the area: Tahoe Cab Com-
pany served boih Al Tahoe and Kings Beach, while Lake
Cab was'dispalehed out of the Richfield Station in Tahos

City.
e
Places to go and things to do sprang up on the harizon
asifafteralong sleep. it sesmed that suddenly sveryone
had a yen to eatout, and the list of local restaurants grew
in number and variety. Among fledgling eateries In the

summer of 1946 were Itturreria’s Place, a Lake Forest
restaurant specializing In French and Spanish cuisine.

L L DL T el T el Tl L T »" “ " !“l "

LR L PO N R I L LR T Lt U

Sa.




Yvonne's at Veren Villa in Crystal Bay was another of the
more refined dining offerings. Walt's Coffee Shop in
Tahoe City provided some middle ground, with the Here
_ 'Tis Drive Inn in Kings Beach (“Watch for the Neon Sign")
doing a brisk business. In the novelty category was Pronto
* Pups, a wagon in the shape of a giant wiener which held
sway that year just across the bridge from Tahoe City.

If a visitorwanted to secure a more permanent status in
the Tahoe Basin, real estate was easy to come by: A
number of new subdivisions sprang up that year, .among
them Tahoe Héights, Ward Creek and Rubicon Properties.
At'the south end of the Lake, 50’ x 100’ lots:in Al Tahoe

(none more thanfour blocks from the Lake) were offered
at $750 and up. Other property was similarly priced.

Shortages were commonplace at the Lake, as else-
where, during that first summer following the War. A July
issue of Tahoe Topics-firstlocal periodical to find its way
into print in peacetime - noted that Tahoe Tavern photo-
grapher Fred Bennett had been seen “hopping a bu's"@o.
San Francjsco for some flash bulbs,” with the comment,
“He mUst}nown the right people . .. he got them.” How-
ever, |n 'the wake of even more serious deprivations, the
cltlzenry found littie to complam about. They had finally
come “home,” and whetherold timers.or new arrivals, they
h'ad come to stay.
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“SKY LODGE"

The plackd demeanot of the Tahoe City's Sky Lodge
Butiging, on Tanpe City’s "miracle mile” betwoen Vicloria
Station and Alpine Liguor and Sporting Goods. belies it
¢olotul past. During (s formative years, the struclure
housed adrug storesoda fountain aswell as a restaurant-
bat downatairs, while al one time the second story was
headquarters lor ladies of the evening.

Dest guesses by long-lime locals assoclated with the
building pul its construction al about 1040, Lillian King,
daughter ol the couple who lounded a rather unsuccesstul
seasonal restaurant in theirstreel-fronl commercial bulld-
inQ. later inhariled the property. With her husband Joe
King. a popular local characler for whom Kings Beach was
named, she managed the property with more imagination.

The two story structure at the back of the lot had served
as residence ftor Mrs. King's parents, but soon some
changes were in evidence. It was during this dimly-Iit
period of the bullding's history that several “disreputaple
characters from the Bay Area” acquired tha lease on the
upstairs of the street-front structure, and soon several
ladies of ill-repute wore installed in the rooms. However,
the outrage of somae local citizens proved an obslacle lo
commercial success and the venture was short-lived.

Soonafter thistlirtation with intamy, the bullding recoy-
ered some of its tormer dignity with the opening of a
branch of the Loynd family drug stores, which once upen
atime included locations in Kings Beach and Homewood.
Jay Shontz, anemployee in the business who had worked
at each of the several outiets, eventually purchased the
Tahoe City operation, which he continued under the name
Jay's Drugs.

Next door to Shoniz, on the Atherton's Market (later
Kehoe's Market) side, was Sky Lodge Bar, a popular local
watenng hole and eatery. In the building's early days, this
concession was operated by Les Wisler. Later, Frank

" Eventhebar's open season was sometlmas Insuﬂlcient
to occupy the agile intellect of one former Skl Lodge
bartender. This same wit, lorwant of betler entertainment,
suspended an apple through the bar celling one night,
connecting the upper end of the nylon line with the bed-
stead of a starry-eyed honeymoon couple, and thus mak-
ing for much merriment among the crowd of locals drink-
ing downstairs. Unquestionably, the bar had not seen
such a good night in some time.

Ivy Browne was the owner of record during some of the
building’s colorful postwar years and held a number of

Heritage Continued on page 11
*—mﬂ!mmﬂ ny LR L kT
“leases. Including ohe on the Sky Ladge Service Statlon,
which was silualed across the street from the Lodge
proper, (between what are now the Tahoe City Fire District
building and Tahoe Marina Lodge)

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bernard purchased the property from
Ivy Browne, and, using Mr. Bernard's contracting skills,

Turner was connected with the bar operation for a time
before its acquisition by Tony Donadio, with whom it is
most often associated.

Thebar's liquor license was of the seasonal variety, with
a 90-day annual closure mandated by law. It was during
those breeches of business, according to a reminiscem
off-season patron, that locals would occasionally pur-
chase alcohol elsewhere and then repair to the relative
seclusion of Tony's o consume it,

extensively remodeled both siructures on the main parcel,
turning the back building into office space and maintain-
ing the storefronls on a rental basis.

It was the era of Fiower Children, and an early-day
“head-shop” (which later evolved inlo Gesenstack's) was
thefirstnew tenantin this lower end of the building follow-
ing the Bernard's remodel. For a number of years, Tahoe
City Health Foods has occupled this storefront.

Jay's Drugs eventually relocated to the Safeway shop-
ping center (space presently occupied by the post office)
and the Sky Lodge vscancy was filled in 1979 by Alpen=

w1 oW Sports, Rrgptigler Pon Fyfe explains that the build-
ing is Dfeﬂﬂlls?%w lnd mana F 'bj-‘ ' corporatian
known as White Dog Properties — a far cry from the
shaggy dogs of yesteryear, but doubtless better suited to

the Tahoe City of today.
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“WHO'S A TURKEY?"

While Ben Franklin's cholce for the national bird con-
tinues to command a place of honor on the holiday lable,
the epithet “turkey,” In contemporary jargon, has been in
vogue as & lerm of derision for some time = parhaps
owing o the parallels some see belween the behavior of
newcomaers and thal gobbling grand duke of the barnyard.

Length of assoclalion with a Qgiven geography has
always been a source of pride In the human species, yel
the tenure of residence which constitutes "oldtimerhood”
is & matter of widely varying opinion. For some, saveral
generstions of local ¢itizenship are considered a mark of
senlority, while lo more transient types, one whole win-
fer's residence represents habitation berdering on the
historical.

Skipping over the seasonal habitations of native Ameri-
cans on Tahoe's north and west shores, we come 10 the
Lake's original European seltiers. Il was sn ill-starred
stampedse alter goid which first brought the semblance of
8 population Into the ares,

Knouville and Claraville, (Iwo once-upona-lowns along
the Truckee River canyon which lailed lo live up to their
advance publicity asrich gold hields) were of such proum-
ity to Lake Bigler (as Tahoe was then known) that maay
minars made the shorttrip 10 Tahoe's shore. Withir g fow
months of their birth, these two lowns were relurner 3
perlect obscurity when another gold stampeds carrind
away the majority of the local citizenry. Yet, a doren or 32
Individuals found their surroundings 30 idyilic that they
spent the winter occupying their time with such diversions
as they could create for thamaslves in their tolal isolation.

Of this inital group, no known descendants have been
traced — or 8t least none has a modern-day assoclation
with Lake Tahos. Earliest arrivals on the north shore
whose descendants still reside in the area were the broth-
ers Pomin(e), natives of Alsace-Lorraing whose expe-
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rience In the maritime realm sarnsd them a place in
Tahoe's boating history ss piots of the Lake's premiere
sleamers.

Willlam Pomin(e) Is ssid 10 have arrived on the local
scens In 1863, and is generally given credit for surveying
the tlownsile now known as Tahoe City and building its
gm 'hot’ol, the Tahoa House (on the presant ss of Victora

tation),

Close on the heels of the Pomin{e) brothers was Robert
Monigomery Watson, who first set loct in Tahos City in
1875. Watson engaged in a variely of pursuits before purs
chasing the Tahos House Irom Pomin(e) in 1887, Ten
yours later, Watson's spirit of advanture lured him 1o the
Yukon goid lieids, where he spenl several years before
refurning to Tahoe City, there 10 settie and raise & tamily,
Watson, known as the “Pathfinder,” had the respect of all
who knew him and served as local constable until his
death in 1932. Walson's descendants still consider the
Lake “homae,” though their residence is now of a seasonal
nature. *

Alarge and well-known family still inlocal residence are
descendants o Antone Russi, 8 Swiss dairyman who
seltied Lake Forestinthe 18803, Perhaps the harsh meteo-
rological conditions in the Tahoe area discouraged the
establishmentand perpetuationof families ptherthanona
seasonal bags, and though many “local” famiws can
cislmlong-time summaerresidence, year round habiation
for most does not preceds the turn of the century.

Isolated individuals on the wesi shore continue the year
‘round residence begun over hall a century ago. George
Schiumpf of Tahoe Pines, bom in Truckee In 1911,
became a permanentresident of the Lake in 1929 Nt wasin
1911 that Herb Obexer's (ather, “Jake,” arrived at Tahos,
and commenced his legendary marine enterprise, now
based in Homewood.

A rela ley’ large number of year round residants can
trace their families” arrivals 10 the mid-1920s. Many more
came in the years jusi preceding World War ll, though, for
the most part, these new “turkeys” were destined 1o be
only seasonal citizens, buying property on which 1o build
their “cabin in the pines.”

The posiwar “boom"” brought more newcomers on the
scens; the atmosphere was generally one of hospitality,
The same weicomes prevailed as the coming of the 1860
Olympics boosled the local population to new heights.

In the final evaluation of a person’s status as a “turkey”
or an “oldtimer,” perhaps the basis is not 8o much length
of time in residence, but rather the degree 10 which that
individual shares a love and respect for whatl was here
before he came, and will remain tong afier he departs,
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A FUR PIECE FR OM HERE The TAHOE NAVAL ENSIGN, anobsture wartime pubdi-

cation emanating out of Tahoe City, Interviowed the 64

year-0ld Johnson in the spring of 1942, Al that lime, the

North American Indians, whose oral aimanac divided  long-tima trapper described his occupation a3 “not nearly

the year into “moons,” called our month of November“the &3 prolitable as in days gone by." Johnson's trapline, in the

Beaver Moon ™ This referred to the fact that beaver pelts  hills back of his El Campo Resort, wound past Quail Lake on

(and those ol other animals) were in the most prime  itswayto theupper reaches o/ ML.Ellis, and yielded many a
condIition during thatlime, having grown thick and fullfor  lurry reward during the years In which ho worked il

the cold season approaching, but not yet subject 10the 1y parly abundance of lur bearers alluded 1o by Jonn-
wear and tear of the animal's winter struggle lor survival. o0 miug certainly have been remarkable, lor following
Exparienced trappers regard any of the winter months  the same winter In which Johnson reporied the decline ol
as appropriate to the pursuit of thelr occupation, andthe  local mammalian populations, a Jameson Beach (Camp®
harsh physical demands of basin winters tend 10 further  Richardson) trapper named Nick Nicholson racorded a
enhance the quality of local fur pelts in season. Trappers  winter take including 14 coyoles, one civitcat, 12 marten,
were among the earliest white men 10 visit the Tahoe 10 skunk, nine ermine, one racoon and one badger.
region, yel prior to the turn of the century, commercial  Ga5rg0 Schiump! of Tahoe Pines recalls that trapping
flishing was considered more profitable for those sseking o 1he aff-duty occupation of sevaral wast shore care-
theiroccupation outdoors, perhapsowling lothadifiicully” 144005 among them Ernie Pomin, who checked his string
of servicing a trapline in the deep snows of the Sierra. ol traps by boat, covering half of his lino at a time. An
Hank Emmons, a backwoods type who arrlved at the  animallover whoknaw Ernie well recalis that, uniike some
Lake in 1901, was one who originally lound employment  othar fur-takers, he conducted his Irapping activities in a
a3 a commaercial lisherman. However, according 10 his  humane way, visiting the traps often and thus sparing
obituary, (In the July 4, 1941 Issue of the Tahoe Tairler), caplive animals much suffering.
“when the Calitornia legis'ature enacted laws against
commercial trout fishing, Hank turned to trapping .. .  Another local caretaker who engaged in trapping as a
would run a line through the range at the east end ol the  sideline was Willie Arnhold, a gardener for many years on
Lake for mink.” the Ehrman estate (now Sugar Pine Point State Park),

F Arnhold's territory was General Creek, much of thal
The Tahoe basin in those days supported a variely and
abundance of furbearing animals, including brown bear, drainage being part of the Ehrman property at that tima.

lox, coyole, beaver, racoon, rabbit, badger, marten mink Meeks Bay, one drainage south of General Creek, was
and weasel (ermine). It is interesting to note that the tha site of a short-lived bonanza in silver fox pelts. There,
beaver, nOw considered a sarious predator.isnot nativeto  an ill-starfed attempt Lo raise silver foxes lor profit went
the Sierras, and was imporiad from lower elevations with  stray when the rising level of snow in their topless pens
the hope of improving local trapping. eventually permitted their escape. Trappers that year

While the income derived Irom the sale of pelts was the thiayed &-umper.ceqp Bt the 250-Iive pally, fhotioh

€ h !
primary purpose behind most local trapping activities, a these foxes, particularly unwary of human danger, were

lew species also had aplace inthetrapper's diet, being the o w'”.d aut,

basis of many a winter stew. A well-known trapper of As recently as the late 1940s, US Fores! Servica Ranger
somewhat more recent days was John Parham, whose Butch Beavers operated atrapline along the Truckes River
skill kept him suppliad with oppossum, racoon and otner  corridor and it was the last 1o engage in tha practice
axofic table fare in all seasons. locally.

In the 1930s and 1940s, Bill Johnson, the “Sage of Today, trapping is controlled by a $40 government per-
Homewood,” operated a resort In that west share com-  mit, which can be obtained only afterthe potentia! trapper
munity Known"as El Campo. An'Important aspect'ofthe * has passed a test of his knowledge of proper trapping
resort’'s mercantile operationwasthe buyingand sellingot  methods — this in an effort 1o prevent the waste of car-
furs. A number of local men generated a second Income  Cassesand crueity 10 animals which have been decried by

i [voe o su g mytataining traplines™and ‘Sonfe*ofithase partnime™thoso wha oppose-tve practice of trappiogreven though |

trappers sold their pelts 1o Johnson, himsalf an expe- tharigors of the pursuit prevent any serious depletion of
rienced trapper. local animal populations
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The more things change, the more they
stay the same. While many of the deve-
loped portions of the Tahoe Basin bear
only a passing resamblance (o their ap-
pearance of halt'a century ago, a glimpse
into our local past raveals the truth of this
tired axiom: some aspects of contempor-
ary basin life retain an amazing similarity
to their place in the 1936 scene,

On the Homewood horizon, Obexer’s new
building was the marvel of the 1936 season,
providing under its considerable roof not
only staple goods and sundries, but the lux-
ury of a resident tress tender. “This new
edifice.” reported the Tahoe Tattler,"houses
8 1936 version of milady's favorite hideout...
a beauty pardor, no less,”

Mrs. J. Christie, Licensed Beautician,
was duly installed as proprietress of the
curlworks. Cold waves were all the ragein
those days belore blowdryers and electric
curling wandsand many a cool coil graced
the West Shore gathering-places in that
long-ago summer season, courtesy of Mrs.
Christie. Homewood continues to be the
only West Shore community oHering the
sarvices ol a commercial beautician —
two, infact —though Obexer’s Market. still
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amainstay of Homewood commerce, is no
longer headquarters for either "headshop.”

Public transportation, an essential ele-
ment in the local scene then as now, was
available in 1936 in the form of two daily
\rains from Truckee, Standard-gauge South-
ern Pacitic track (converied from narrow-
gauge ten years earlier) connected the mill
town, sixteen miles distant, with Tahoe City,
its mainline terminating on the whar at
Tahoe Tavern, one mile south of lown. By
prior arrangement, those requiring more
personal transportation could procure ren-
tal cars from Paul A. Walters in Rano,

Modern motorists who find our local
highway projects a source of aggravation
might be assuaged to learn of the incon-
veniences experienced by their 1936coun-
terparts in traversing the Dollar grade.
where a $30.000 effort was underway [0
improve the road connecting Tahoe City
and Cal-Neva (there was litlle worthy of
menlion In between).

The July 17 issue of the Tahoe Tatller
reporied that contraciors Hemstreet and
Bell had setup a camp fortheirmen (num-
bering over 100) at Carnelian Bay. Blessed
with “a husky steam shovel and some
dump trucks,” the crews were reported at
midsummer to be making excellent pro-
gress toward the straightening of sharp,
blind curves and the widening of narrow
portions of the road.

L.C. Shank's Carnelian Village, one of
the lew businasses along the North Shore
route, reflected a certain optimism as the
season approached, adding six naw cab-
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ins. Shank had also found it necessary 1o
rebuild his wharf, thanks to an extremely
high lake leve! the winter before.

Rayburn's Buckhom Inn was another
popular stop-over along the North Shore
thoroughlare, and for visitors in search of
excitement, the establishment was even
the scene of a raid in that summerof 1836

Anothar mile up the road, Brockway Hol
Springs was the scene of still more excite-
ment, where noted Hollywood luminaries-

_on-holiday (including Jeanelte McDonald,
‘Gena Raymond, Chester Mornsand Grou-
cho Manx) paid visits to the North Shom
resort of the same name.

Though these commarcial enterprises
are now gone, a myriad of ventures founded
on thesame premise have since sprung up
to replace them. Molion picture personak- -
ties continue 10 find Tahoe the ideal sport
for their idle hours: witness the annual
Celebnty Tennis Tournament heid at the
Lake each summaer. Some slars have even
made their homes here: though owing to
their pursuit of privacy, the details regard-
ing these local residences are secreis kept
as quiet as they were in 1936

So although the namas and faces on the
local scens present the outward appear-
ance of constant change, life at the Lake
nevertheless has a quality of conbnuity
about it which — for betier or for worse —
the passage of time has done littie to alter.
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By Carol Van Etten

Courtesy of The North Lake Tahoe Historical Society

North Lake Tahoe hasitsshare of "hisloric™ restaurants,
some operating under the sama roof or ownership lor as
much as hall a century. One local eatery - Honker's Bar
and Grill - has a claim on relative antiquity by virtue ol the
structure in which it is operaled - one which predates
every other commercial bullding on Tahoe's north shore

Some "history bulls™ would lake legitimate exception 1o
1his statement on the grounds that the building has under-
gone such sweeping renovations that it scarcely resem-
bles its original proportions or facade. Yet history of the
bullding's basic structure dates back nearly a century lo
the late 1880s, when il served quile a different purpose -
and in a different location

Some basic history of the Lake Tahoe region necessar-
ily comes Into play in a discussion of this building's past.
During the 1870s and 1880s, our local economy was based
on the lumber indusiry, most of the raw timber being
“boomed” across the Lake (o the then-thriving community
of Glenbrook (on Tahoe's east shore) lor processing into
lumber or cordwood.

However, when the mines of the Comsiock Lode (the
destination of most of Tahoe's lumber) began to close
down, Glenbrook's economy folded along with it. As the
town's mills began to close, the Bliss family interetts in
Glenbrook, heavily concentrated in lumbaering &t thet
time, were gradually being redirected to a new industiy:
tourism. As industrial development on the eas! shore
(inciuding 5 mills, at one point) was not compatible with
the scenlic vistas pleasing to visitors, the Bliss family inlar-
ests in Glenbrook were relocated to Tahoe City.

From 1899to 1801, 1he Bliss inlerests - and indesd most
of Glenbrook -underwent a relocation of amazing propor-
tions, moving “lock. stock and barrel” 1o Tahoe City - by
barge. All travel around the basin at that lime was by water,
since no road circled the Lake, and during this period of
upheaval, the sight of thesa lransien! structures enroute to
relocatlion, became commonplace. Many company
houses, used by employees in Glenbrook, were thus fer-
ried to their new homes across the Lake, where they were
puttothe same purpose on the bluff above the Lake Tahoe
Transportiation Company property.

Among these houses was one belonging to Andrew
Jackson Sumpter, a laithlul employee of the Bliss Com-
pany in Glanbrook who, with his new bride, Annie Mallie
Fick Sumpter, had first taken up residence in the house in
1891. Foliowing the mass relocation 1o Tahoe City, the
Sumpters resumed occupancy of their house, now situ-
ated on Fronl Street (Hwy. 28). just east of its intersection
with Grove Stresl.
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The precise dale of Sumpler's demise is uncertain, buta
Tahoe Tattler of 1936 records the fact that he celebrated
his 74ih birthday in the house on May 18 of that year,
marking 44 years in the samae residence - on both sides of
the Lake.

Subsequent occupants of the house were Caplain
Arthur Brodeh! and his family, renters for a short period of
time just before the war. Tahoe City Constable Harry
Johanson followed the Brodehl's briel tenancy. purchas-
ing the building in a 1943 auction. Johanson's woodwork-
ing skill soon wrought many changes and improvements
inthe rather piain frame structure, including a unique and
beautilul mantelpiece which welcomed his guesis with a
meticulously carved greeting in Swedish, the Constable's
native tongue.

Johanson moved to Sparks, Nevada foliowing his
retirement in 1968, and the house was sold lo a business
partnership which opened the building 1o the public in
1971, This enterprise, which enjoyed a successiul decade
of operation under the name Tomloolery, changed hands
once again during the fall of 1982

The bullding underwent extensive remodelling under its
new ownership, emerging in January of 1983 as Honker's
Bar and Grill, It continues under that name today, an
attractive dining establishment in its own right. yet bear-
ing only the remotest rasemblance 10 its original appear-
ance of a century ago.
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