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President’s Message sy um presn

Summer has come to a close and fall this year
has been a typical Tahoe Indian summer, maybe
even a lithe warm. Visitors to the Gatekeeper's
Museum and William 8. Layton Park continue to
be quite steady. Beginning November 1, 2015
the Museum will be open to the public from
1000 AM - 400 PM each Wednesday through
Saturday. Remember our Gift Shop as you think
about holiday shopping'

As usual it was a busy summer season. We hope

you were able to enjoy some of our unique fall
events such as the Labor Day Dinner Cruise on

the Tahoe Gal. It was fun. the food was great and

fellowship among the Board and other volunteers
was enjoyed. The Baby Face Nelson Dinner at
the Blue Agave in October gave us information
about the outlaw’s stay at what was then The
Tahoe Inn. Everyone enjoyed the informative talk
tour. dinner and the red eye shots' Thank you

to Steve Topol for partnering with us. The lucky
winners of the Basque Sheepherders’ Dinner.
which was auctioned at the July Gathering at the
Gatekeepers claimed their prize on October 11
The NLTHS Board and staff provided, prepared
and served a Basque dinner for ten at the oid
Wheeler Sheep Camp in Kyburz Flat between
Truckee and Seerraville. The wine and food were
amazing and the weather was perfect. Board
member Paul Ackerman once again offered

his walking history tour of the area. We plan to
repeat this event 50 walch for your opportunity to
bidon it

We continue to be a sought after venue for
weddings and family reunions and other
events. Our grounds were in use by a vanety
of individuals and organizations all summer and
culminated with a final event. the well-attended
Oktoberfest.

On October 1. the NLTHS Board and staff
attended a retreat to identify goals for some of
our programs and events to help them become
more vibrant and consistent with member
expectations. We considered input from our
membership and will implement some of your
ideas in the future

Finally. we thank all of the people and
organizations who continue to support us
Renewing your memberships, giving end-of-year
donations. and remembenng us in your will is
crucial as we strive to accomplish our mission
And to our volunteers: we can't do it without you!
Many thanks'
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Director’s Message sy reseces.
Winter is my favonte season. In fact i choosng 3
place to relocate. a large snow amount was one ¢f
the top requirements on my list. | do not partcos®
in winter sports; | am a more passive lover of wo
| love coats and wearing layers of clothing. hot te2
and cider, rib-sticking comfort foods, multple gufs
on the bed, flannel pajamas, the Nutcracker and
the festive holidays. | feel satisfaction in cleanng ™€
driveway and walks and stepping in freshly failen
snow where no one else has walked. Snowmen
and snow angels. forts and snowball fights sbl
beckon me. And | dream of the day | finally get®©
ice skate on a frozen pond'

While snowfall has been lacking here. Kansas &
Missouri had record- breaking snowstorms and
wasn't home to expenence them! Tahoe' Fleas®
make my snow dreams come true this year' B
perhaps not as extreme as the winters of 15
and 1951-1952! We have two hair-rasing tves
about these snowy winters in ths ssue Mo
McLaughiin recounts the storms of 1890 ¥
train passengers stranded and tested the

T o



invented rotary snowplow. Bud Jones tells of a
fnghtful boat trip across the lake to obtain much
needed supphes

Winter and snow are obviously major aspects - 4 ( -

of life and culture in Tahoe. As a museum we
collect artifacts to preserve and illustrate how

our ancestors lived and how we currently live in
our mountan communities. in our collections we
have skis, ski poles. dog sleds, as well as images
of storms. winter athletes. and snow covered
houses We also have a water bottle and scientfic J
nstruments Mlﬂf‘lgmg to Dr. James E. Church, Jr WINTEN BADW AY LAKE TANDSR TAvIaN | .:.; Pheia,
the Father of Snow Surveying. You will also leamn : p—
about him in this Gazette

o Volunteer Needed

e are actively collecting winter artifacts. Barbara

Ciford Colvin recently donated two Olympic To Catalog Photographs
records and Elinor Zappettini donated postcards | Help us make our photographs \

depicting early 20th-Century snow storms. You

t0.con dande) We particularly nead winle? available to researchers & students ‘

outer and ski wear, boots, skates, chidren's POSITION REQUIREMENTS:
sieds, ice harvesting implements, photographs :\hilil}' to use a computer & scanner
resort brochures and posters. Please search your Strong attention to detail

Enjoy data entry \

basements. attics and trunks for fems dating Commitment 1o a long term project

between 1890 and 1975

Interasted? Contact Rebecca!

I'm wishing for a real winter and hope 10 see you at rebocca fgatokecpersmuseum org | 530.583. 1762
the museum soon'

www tiorthtahoemuseums.org — Fall'Winter | 2018 \



Oral Histories of North Lake Tahoe—
An Eagle Scout Service Project 8y Graeme Duncan Hugo

‘From the start. | knew | wanted to find an Eagle  Histories of North Lake Tahoe  project was p..
Scout Project that would have a lasting value to my  Originally hoping to find four to six willing intery,,,

community. When i was suggesied
to me by former North Lake Tahoe
Histonical Society Board Member Judy
Friedman that | consider working with the |
Historical Society to interview members \
of our community 1o record their personal
Lake Tahoe histones, | was immediately
intrigued. | was particularly interested in
capturing the stones of a generation of individuals that
might otherwise be lost. | have always appreciated
history. and | aiso enjoy speaking with people of all

ages and leaming about thewr lives. Thus my “Oral

Project Goal

Creating an archive of oral
histosies in my home community
will contnbute to the histoncal
record of our area. This
collection of recorded interviews
with business and civic leaders.
longtime residents. and other
notable members of the
community includes detailed
accounts of the ndviduals’
personal expenences in North
Lake Tahoe as well as historical
anecdotes. Their stones are
unique to Lake Tahoe and help
define the character of our
community,

The North Lake Tahoe
Historical Society has agreed
to incorporate the ornginal audio
recordings and video footage of
my interviews in their permanent
oral history archives. In addition,
a recorded DVD with highlights
from my interviews can serve as
a short documentary for public
viewing and as an educational
tool for local elementary
school students 1o teach them

6

expenences of some of Lake
Tahoe's notable residents. It is
my hope that this project wll
benefit the public and serve
as a reference for education,
learning. and research. Any
member of the community
will be able to view or listen to
my oral history interviews by
contacting the Gatekeepers
Museum and requesting access
to their archives.

Special Thanks

This Eagle Scout Service
project would not have come to
fruition without the assistance,
guidance. and support of a
number of people. | would like
to acknowledge the following
individuals for the heip they
provided me to complete my
Eagle Scout Project

Rebecca Phipps

Gordon Shaw

Judy Friedman

Melinda Barton

Carol Van Etten

Kurt Heisinger

subjects. | discovered that there were numer, .
candidates who could contribute marvels,,
) storiesolLakerm.somypmpumm,
:_,»(‘} doubled in size. | ended up conducting Ory
N/ History Interviews with nine people. And ths
just the tip of the iceberg! It is my hope that wa,
this project there will be a renewed interest ang
commitment to preserving the Oral Hestones
of our North Lake Tahoe community and that othery
will join me in collecting the stones of our past from
neighbors. friends. and colleagues iving among us

Osvaldo Ancinas
Born March 26. 1934,
in Banloche, Argentina, &
Eddy Starr Ancinas
Bomn September 17. 1936
in Oakland, California

Eddy and Osvaldo met in 1960
when they came o Tahoe on
two very different paths 1o the
1960 Winter Olympecs in Squaw
Valley. Eddy was a guide for the
International Olympic Committee
while Osvaldo came as a downhil
ski racer for the Argentine Olymp
team. Eddy remembers first
meeting Osvaldo as he piayed
his guitar and sang in the bar at
Sugar Bowl Ski area dunng the
Silver Belt Race in 1960, They
marmned after the Olympics. In the
following years Eddy and Osvalio
raised three children, ran a sk
and clothing business for 30+
years, and were involved in a hos!
of community organizations and
activities from helping to organize
the community’s first ski swap 0
introducing the Argentine Asado ¥
Lake Tahoe and coaching severd
generations of local ski racers a7

future Oinnr-ans



Mary Jane Soll
Dewhurst

Bom January 21, 1924,

in Sacramento, Califormia
Daughter of Danish immigrants
who came to Lake Tahoe in the
1920s and lived at the Ehrman
mansion where her father was
caretaker. The first news her
father had of her birth was that
he had a son. He had always
wanted a boy and continued

to call her Bill for the rest of

her life. She went by Bill until
someone said that couldn’t be
her name. At that point her
mother said her name was
Mary Jane. It was not until she
was a teenager applying for a
Coast Guard boating permit
dunng World War |l that she
discovered the name on her
birth certificate was in fact Mary
Louise. Bill Mary Jane) grew
up at the Ehrman Mansion
family estate. Her earliest Tahoe
memones were in the late 1920s
through the early 30s. Bill fondly
remembers fishing. swimming,
and hiking at Lake Tahoe, as
well as playing with her pet
deer. Mary. She attended Tahoe
Lake School in the 1930s when
it was a one room schoolhouse
and graduated as Valedictorian
of her class of four students
She attended high school in
Truckee before heading to
College at UC Berkeley where
she met her husband. Norman
Dewhurst

Bill MacLean

Born March 2, 1937,
in Evanston, Iinois.

A graduate of Yale University,
Bill headed to California after
college, originally on his way
to the Far East. He ended up
coming to Squaw Valley instead
in search of employment right
after the 1960 Olympics. He
met the Newsome family and
in 1961 was given a job at the
cafeteria in the oid Olympic
Village where he eamed $48

a week plus room and board.
Similar to many enterprising
Tahoe residents, Bill worked

a wide variety of jobs from
serving as a goal judge and
cleaning up the locker rooms at
hockey tournaments at Blythe
Arena. to building septic tanks,
snow shoveling. and providing
janitonal services in Tahoe City
Bill learned to ski and enjoyed
social cross-country skiing with
friends as well as playing on
the community baseball teams
Eventually Bill founded his own
successful roofing company,
marned his wife, Nancy. and
raised three children who

were among the first students
to matriculate at Rideout
Elementary School. His son
Matt continues o operate the
family roofing business today

Pete Perata

Born June 20. 1936
in Qakland, California

Pete Perata moved to Lake
Tahoe from his Oakland

home just four hours after he
graduated from high school

in 1953, Pete was hired by
Alex Cushing as a bellboy

at the Squaw Valley Lodge
and remembers making $70

a month, including room and
board. Pete later worked
construction on much of the
infrastructure for the 1960
Winter Olympics at Squaw
Valley including the ski jump
and ice rinks. Later Pete
established his own excavation
business, and he completed
projects at the Tahoe Tavern
properties, Rocky Ridge. and
Rideout Elementary School. He
Is also locally famous as the
‘Pete” in Pete n" Peters, a bar
he opened with his friend Peter
Payne. One of Pete's fondest
memories is the effort both he
and his colleagues contnbuted
toward establishing recreational
league softball in Tahoe City
Considered the “Godfather”

of Tahoe City Softball, Pete
has truly left a lasting and
impressive legacy for Tahoe
City Recreation

~Continued on page 8
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Don Williams

Bom November 16. 1929,
in San Mateo. Calfornia

His grandfather first came to
Tahoe for summers with his
family in the early 1930s. His
first Tahoe memories include
fishing and visiting the Washoe
Indian encampments along
McKinney Creek. waving at the
Steamer Tahoe from Chamber's
Landng. and later. as a
teenager. "aquaplaning” on the
lake. and attending dances and
going to the movies at Meeks
Bay. Don met his future wife
Shirley at the Meeks Bay pier
when they were in high school
She also spent summers at
Lake Tahoe, traveling from her
home in Los Angeles. Both
attended Stanford University

in the 1950s; they married
afler college and built their first
cabin in Rubicon in 1956. Don
and Shirley moved to Tahoe
permanently with their daughter
in 1962 when Don deveioped
his first Real Estate Project at
Moana Beach in Tahoma. Don
went on 1o work on a number
of residential development
projects in the Tahoe area
including Tahoe Tavern
properties, Tahoe Marina
Lodge, and Chinquapin

Born March 26. 1920.

in Streator. Inois

Marie first came to Tahoe

in 1960 when she and her
husband discovered the

lake In their retirement years
as the perfect sporting and
recreation destination. At

age 95 Marie is still an active
community advocate, public
speaker. volunteer, and
champion of her West Shore
Tahoma community. Marie

has been honored for her
years of dedicated community
service with the naming of a
park she created in Tahoma.
Marie still vividly remembers
constructing the park with her
own two hands along with a
truck full of potato chips and
beer and a whole community of
eager volunteers who wanted
to turn a town dump into a
park that famikes, kids. and
the community could enjoy
Throughout her time at Tahoe
Mane has enjoyed fishing and
hiking as well as spending
time as a volunteer, park
steward and proponent of civic
organizations. Today the Park
stands as a testament of how a
big effort by a small community
can turn a dream Into a reality

8 North Lake Tahoe Historical Society member and amm"mn "-”‘ |'

Park Bechdolt

Born January 28. 1945
in Reno. Nevada

A true Tahoe City local

Park grew up playing go
and working on his famiy s
golf course n town Park s
grandfather. Carl "Pop’
Bechdolt, was the first of the
famuly to come to Tahoe Cy
He worked as a butcher ang
later bought the Tahoe Inn Par
started at Tahoe Lake Schoo
in 1950 in the first grade with
Mrs. Butterfield. his favonte
teacher. He fondly remeambers
pulling pranks ke throwing
snowballs at cars off Eagle
Rock and ski jumping weh hs
classmate and future Clymp«
Bronze Medalst, Jimmy Hewgs
In the summers Park hung ou!
at Meeks Bay and set pns
at the Tahoe Tavemn bowing
alley for 10 cents a game T
winter of 1952 brought 35 fee!
of snow to Tahoe City. and focc
had to be air dropped onto I
Tahoe City Goif Course. Al
the 1960 Olympics hes dac
was the ski jump judge. and
Park remembers getting Je"
Claude Killy's autograph Pa"
started his own Snow remov®
business in the 1960's s
worked in Real Estate anC
served in the fire departme™
and as a board member of ¢
Tahoe Public Utilities Ds*
(TCPUD) for 25 years '«



» founding member of the Tahoe

City Recreation Association
and helped create Fletcher
Fleld. Pomin Park, and other
amenities for Tahoe City. Park
raised five children with his
wife Lynette and now has 14
grandchildren and four great

grandkids

Randy Pomin

Born Apni 7. 1943

in Berkeley. California

Randy s a 4th generation Lake
Tahoe local and remembers
growing up on Main Street

in Tahoe City dunng the

1940s and 1950s. His great

grandfather Ernest Pomin was
the first white child to be born
at the Lake in Glenbrook, NV
He was the Captain of the
Steamer Tahoe that delivered
the mail around the Lake after
s launch in 1891 As a boy.
Randy recalis learning how
to fish in the summers with
his grandfather and playing
out- doors all day. The only
rule was to come in before
dark! Randy also remembers
his father Robert's stories
of having just five kids in his
class when he attended Tahoe
Lake Elementary School in
the 1920s. Robert only had to
convince two of his friends to
cut class to drop enroliment
below 50%. and the whole
school day would be canceled!
As a teenager Randy recalls
that he didn’t see much of the
1960 Ofympics because he
was working double shifts (16
hours a day) as a busboy and
dishwasher at Conger's Coffee
Shop. He did, however. get
Walt Disney’s autograph when
he came 1o the restaurant

www.northtahoemuscums.org  Fall/Winter | 2015

Randy went on (o raise o famiy
and establish a successful

hot tub business in the 1970s
which he runs lo this day in
Tahoe City

-
Winter

Museum Hours

Catekeeper’'s Museum
November | — May 31
Wednesday - Saturday

10am - 4pm
Weather permitting

Museum may close when
Tahoe Caty schools close

Watson Cabin
Closed for the Season
May open for special

Photo Identified—

Maybesyneoeoaa.;.mpps
Thank you to Mike Schnabel and
Judi Hachman who submitted
their thoughts on this picture
Mike thought photograph was
taken at the end of Bristiecone
in Lake Forest looking wesV
southwest. Judi thought it was
at Glenbrook. taken from the
road leading north from the
lodge toward the golf course.
Would you like to weigh in?
Contact Rebecca at rebecca@
gatekeepersmuseum org

9
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Volunteer Spotlight—
Steve Durand 8y Mamie Carr

Q: How did you become
involved in the NLTHS?

A: | just came in one day in May
and talked 1o Rebecca 1o see

i there were any jobs available

~ paid or un-paid. She said that
there was plenty of volunteer
work and she put me 1o work nght
away. My first task was to help
pour wine at the opening party for
the Julia Morgan exhibit.

Q: What projects have you
worked on for the NLTHS?

A: My main task over the past 4
months was keeping the Watson
Cabin open dunng the summer
months. Since then | have done
several different tasks including
assisting with the Home Tour,
selling raffie lickets, preparing
baskets for storage and other
small organizational progects

Q: What do you like most about
Watson cabin?

A: | like the cabin stsell. It is such
a great piece of archrecture, It

10 Nonh Lake Tahoe Historical Society member and mmmun"{

.&&-J.‘.l

ﬁ.‘,:.hd._.m.

is amazing to me that it is still
pertinent to today's budding
standards - it was built 106 years
ago and could stll be lived in
today! It was that well made
However, if | were to live in it

| would definitely add some
insulation for the colder months!

Q: What other museum
oxperience do you have?

A: | worked at the De Young
museum for 5 years in San
Francisco. Initially | started out
as a public service aid; my main
dubes were 1o help direct visitors

Hatson (abin o w

\,\(‘.' 4

CLOSED
FORTHEWINTER

SN
'

: - a
Reoiat
neg

through the museum, explae
where the particular fems wer.
located, check Uckets ~ bage
it was general Cusiomer and
information services

When the King Tut exhiba cam,
| decided to apply for a job as o,
Floor Visitor Services Manager |
was the same type of dutes b
| was now responsible for a tea
of staff and controlling the flow o
crowds throughout the exhibns
Sometimes we had queues
totaling more than 200 people 1
see certain exhibits

Q: Where did your interest in
museums come from?

A: The first time | went o a
museum | was about 8 years ol
My cousin, Betty, who at that time
was a real beatnik. toock me 1o a
Picasso exhibit at the Legon of
Honor museum In San Francscoo
It was either etchings or pen
drawings. at that age | couldn!t
decipher, but from that moment
on | was hocked. | thought the
building was fantastic, the ant
was magnificent - and | didn't
even know who Picasso was'
thank her from showing me the
first of many museums that | have
visited throughout my lifesme

Q: What other hobbies do
you enjoy?

™SEil



A: | bred and showed Bouvier
des Flandres for over 35 years
While doing that | accumulated
some associated ar objects from
a local artist in California and
from an artist in Europe — mostly
work from the 1930s - 1950s

| also commissioned art of my
gdogs. including one portrait that
was painted in Europe. | donated
my entire collection to the
Amencan Kennel Club Museum
of the Dog, home 1o the world's
finest collection of art devoted to
the dog, in Saint Louis. Missoun

Q: What is your favorite Tahoe
winter memory?

A1 still remember the first winter
| spent in our new home, | looked
out at Sugar Pine Point Park
and realized how beautiful snow
covered trees are. | just marveled

~ atthe sight

* Steve is one of many wonderful

-~ yolunteers at the North Lake

" Tahoe Historical Society. If you
- would like to learn about the

- .mm opportunities available

on Cabin Docent

O Program Host/Hostess

Friend Winter
Poem by Ethel Joslin Vernon
When morning breaks in the stormy east i

wummmumm-e .
When the grey lake rolls ke a tortured beast,

And the waves on cold rocks freeze -
Then wise folks all to their warm beds cling

While the wild dawn into the

chill day blends,
But | watch the woods where
the storm winds sing -

For Winter and | are friends

When the west wind drives
the stinging sleet

Down from a threatening

storm-biurred height.
While the snow’s white wings
like a winding sheet

Enfold the frozen night -
Then Wise folks sit by the
fireside warm

While the White

King's Fury the forest rends—

Volunteer Interest Form. And Winter and | are friends. rt cataogoed
____________________ i e — I
I C'ﬂ .‘;’ | V
Yes! 'm interested in helping make history happen!
& Activity Leader
al Projects O Gift Shop Merchandiser O Gift Shop Attendant

0O On-Call Volunteers

-~

mmmmmg FalbWintee | 2015 11 ;x
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Father Of

-
-
>
-
-
-

Dr James E. Church, Jr
arrived at the Universaty of
Nevada. Reno in 1892 to teach
Latin and art appreciation

A native of Michigan and
accustomed 1o snow and

cold weather, he and his wife
Florence soon fell in love with
the beauty and nature of the
Sierra Nevada. “Nature.” sad
Church. “tells you things if you
but question her and open your
eyes.”

r:f “As
s Jchentisty enroute In winter 1904, after chimbing

past M ot by our Soviet Mt. Whitney, Dr. Church
F.\’# o discovered that the only
St eded knowledge of winter weather
-‘s# p— on Sierra peaks came

1 a‘;_.. from a maximum-minimum

e S aneal e thermometer left on Mt Ritter,

near Mammoth Lakes. He
recalled in @ 1937 Scientific
Monthly article: 1 offered to take
the maximum and minimum
temperatures on the summit of
Mt Rose every month for a year
if instruments were furnished
They came promptly. A tiny
Instrument shelter was taken

on a saddie pony over rotten
snow to the summit. A
thermograph with a range
of 10 days was installed.”

In 1905, Church began
recording snow and weather
conditions every two weeks
for the National Weather
Service. Taking accurate

Snow Surveying

measurements atop Mount
Rose proved more difficult then
antcipated The peak s rugged
and the strong. high wands
biow the snow haphazardly
Church discovered taking
measurements among the trees
was a more precise method

Within a few years, this seilf-
taught snow scientist had
conceived the propasiion

that If water content of snow
fields couid be measured. a
quantitative forecast of stream-
flows could be made. This wouid
allow consumers downstream

to plan for and use the avadable

water appropniately

Church and his colleagues
developed instruments and
formulas for measuring snow's
water content. The pamary

tool was the Mount Rose Snow
Sampler. a 20 foot slotted

tube of thin steel. 1% inches in
diameter. and tipped with brass
teeth to cul through the snow
and ice. Two men were needed
to dnve it through the snow to
the ground and then pull it back
up. The scientists could view
the snow core through the siots
The tube was weighed with a
hand scale. the weight of the
tube subtracted. and the amount
of water in the tube determined

Church traveled the world
teaching other scientists his
methods and wrote many
articles. Little has changed

in the business of measuring
snow. Scientists stil traverse
the mountain sides lugging the
Mount Rose Sampler.

www.northtahoemuscums.org  FallWinter | 2015 13
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. . of the summa. and upsiope
Sierra History— e e

The Epic Tahoe-Truckee A s s e e s

Winter of 1890 sy sk metaugnin firestorm and well as nearly a mile of valuabie

This article first appeared as a three part series in snow shed Unfortunately. three fire rains were

the Siera Sun March 23, 30, and April 15, 2015.  Caught on the wrong side of the break and were
helpless in suppressing the flames. The destructos

As winter 2015 shdes ever so quickly into one of resulted in a near-total suspension of railroad

the least snowy seasons on record, 8 look back traffic, as all passengers and express freight had 1o

125 years 10 1890 can serve 10 remind us the be transferred around the lost bridge. The detour

Tahoe Sierra endures the flip side of the coin as was only 1 mile long. but because the horse-drawn

well wagons that hauled the passengers and shipped
goods had to chimb from the Cascade siding (o the

' top of the ridge dividing the Yuba and North Fork
®
Siméar to our recent parched pattern. dry
weather had plagued northem California

for two years in the late 1880s. and by

the summer of 1889, Sierra forest fires
permeated the mountains with smoke. The
previous winter had delivered only 22 feet
of snow at Donner Pass. about 63 percent
of normal. At Lake Tahoe, low water levels
meant that larger steamer ships could not
reach mahy of the wharves for picking up,
and discharging passengers. By October,
therg was so littie water in the Truckee River
that Reno newspapers reported a person could
cross it any point without getting wet. Old timers,
began to predict that the region was going |
through a “climate change™ and warned that
the big winters of yesteryear would be just a
memory

A DESTRUCTIVE FIRE

Tinder-dry condtions during the summer of
1889 led to massive forest fires, some started by
carelessness and others on purpose by criminal
miscreants. In August. a camping party near Cisco  of the American nvers and then back down 1o the
lost control of their campfire, which started a major tracks. the journey took most of a day Central
burn in mountain tmber. By September 12, this fire - Pacific deployed more than a thousand men o
had reached a canyon near Cascade Creek. about the site. including S00 carpenters who worked

14 North Lake Tahoe Historical Society member and community magazine



ot 914 03y rebuilding the bridge and repainng
gevoyed brack
e energelic army of workmen was able to re-
wumnawmamk The railroad officials
not 10 reconstruct new snow sheds at the
#pecmhyfenmmewnemyacqwed
vy Snowplow would make sheds unnecessary
o e Mture. The railroad was confident that in a
jew short years. snow blockades would be a thing
o e past and the long shed system that blocked
genc views of the Sierra would be elimnated

2
|
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It was'a dream of optimism that would be sorely
lested just a few months later

A MAJOR CHANGE IN PACE

For Truckee residents afrand of losing thew homes
1o flames. and commercial lumbermen alarmed at
the loss of valupble timber. heavy rain in October
finally extinguished the forest fires. In November
cold Pacific fronts began to hit the region, each
contributing significantly to 3 swiftly accumulating
snowpack at the higher elevatons. Despile
fluctuating snow levels that sometimes brought
rain to Truckee and Lake Tahoe, by mid-December
the heavy, wet snow was 9 feet deep at Donner
Pass. Central Pacific was running its new rotary
snowplow on a dady basis and rairoad officials
were happy with the powerful engine that threw
snow from the track in 3 big stream, Officials finally

r
’

< put the rotary 1o the Llimate test
¢’ the week before Christmas by
& running it through its paces on a
X sidetrack where packed snow lay
more than 16 feel deep

Once again, the innovative technology

exceeded expectabons and the

rotating blades made ealy work of

the chalienge. By New Year's Eve

an impressive 260 inches of snow —

almost 22 feet — had fallen on Donner

Pass. compared with 3 paltry 37 inches

measured by that date the year before

On the Carson Range along Lake Tahoe's

east shore the snowpack exceeded seven
feet At Donner Summit. the snow was now 16

feet deep on the level

Brutal Guif-of-Alaska storms continued the assault
in early January The relentiess snowfall forced

~Contnued on page 16
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westbound trans 10 wait in Truckee, just east of
Donner Pass, so Central Pacific workmen could
clear the tracks over the higher elevations. Swirling.
wind-dnven snowflakes built up impassible drifts

in the streets of Truckee. By January 6, almost 24
feet of snow had fallen on the town so far

Between storms, nighttime temperatures plunged to
35 degrees below zero. The severe weather forced
many Truckee stores and businesses to close, but
a few enterprising men dug tunnels under the snow
like gophers in order to reach thew favonte saloons
on Commercial Row.

A senes of dry winters in the late 1880s generated
senous drought conditions in the Tahoe-Sierra

as regional water levels fell and wild fires raged
through mountan timber. Truckee residents began
to wonder if the big winters of yesteryear were over
for good. but it turned out that the Storm King was
just teasing them. The winter of 1889-90 came on
fast and furious and by early January nearly 24
feet of snow had buried Truckee. Day after day.
hundreds of railroad men labored mightily to keep
the tracks over the Sierra clear. Avalanches pded
snow up 1o 40 feet deep on the wooden snow
sheds that protected the tracks. which required
extra crews to shovel off the heavy loads

Dorner Suenmet Plow 1981 005 0026

Central Pacific Raillroad mobdized 1 600 more

men. a dozen more snowplows and 45 additional
locomotives Each wedge-snowplow required six 10
len engines for motive power. The battle for Donner
Pass had quickly escalated into all-out war

RELENTLESS. RAGING STORMS

Central Pacific utilized its new rotary snowplow

to cut paths through 15-foot drifts to keep Donner
Pass open. Three 600-horsepower engines
powered the rotary’s spinning blade. which

cut through snow and tossed it aside. To awed
onlookers. these roaring behemoths seemed
invincible. The machine threw tons of snow
hundreds of feet into the air. which forced residents
in nearby houses to board up their windows for

protection

During one rotary test run in downtown Truckee. a
snow plume broke the second-story windows of the
Whitney Hotel, 200 feet from the tracks

The battle against the relentiess storms raged

for weeks. For a while, the sheds held, and
despite delays and sporadic closures. freight and
passenger trains continued to wind their way safely
through the storm-ravaged mountains. On January
15. CP’s hopes of keeping the line open were dealt
a mortal blow when a string of cattie cars from
Nevada derailed in 8 snow shed, The lurching tran
npped out hundreds of support posts and the long
wooden structure came crashing down. The “Great
Snow Blockade of 1890 had begun

HEROIC WORKERS EARN $2 A DAY

Central Pacific rushed more men up from
Sacramento and Reno
to dig out the buned
tracks. The men worked
rotating eight-hour shifts
24 hours a day. tryng to
keep up. The snow grew
S0 deep that t became
impossible to throw it
over the canyon-iike
snow banks bordenng
the tracks. Three vters
of wood planks had to
be built into the sides of
the banks. A shoveler
standing on the tracks
at the bottom pitched
snow up 1o a second, who pitched it up to a third
who would finally throw it over the top At the heght
of battie. there were 2 500 shovelers fighting the
relentiess storm. Augmenting regular raliroad
crews, these “fatlanders™ risked their lives and
totled heroically for $2 a day. On payday. many of
the men crowded Truckee saloons in their quest for
refreshments and a good ime

16 North Lake Tahoe Historical Sockety member and community magazine



The snow continued to fall heavily on an almost
Gady basis. An avalanche mid-month near Cisco
woed out a stretch of telegraph poles shutting
down communication between the railroad's
Mmountain devision and Sacramento. In western
Nevada where 52 inches of snow had fallen in
Reno so far. all the trains of the Virginia & Truckee
Ralroad had been abandoned on the tracks

TWENTY-FOOT SNOW DRIFTS

By mig-January. the depth of snow at Truckee
fanged from eight feet on the level to dnfts of 20

feet deap Residents spent much of their time
$hovelng snow off their homes and buildings . In
Tahos City. the snowpack approached nine feet
Laka Tahoe had risen 15 inches and the spring melt
W23 584 months away. At Cisco. a blanket of white
15 foet deep covered the countryside with up to 20
et i ugher terrain

Mesewhie Truckee s doctor watched helplessly as
% contagious influenza called “La Grippe” spread
mong passengers on the stranded trains. One car
21 ransformed into @ hospital where the patients

were cared for as well as possidle by fellow
passengers.

Temperatures in the minus 20s, overcrowded
conditions and a lack of medicine combined lo
take several lives. One woman died of diphthena
despite her surgeon husband's best efforts. Among
the victims was Lucia Zarate, famed as the world's
smallest human, who was on her way o San
Francisco for an exhibibon where she would eam
$1.000 per week for a 10-week engagement.

Only 20 inches tall. Zarate wesghed less than five
pounds as an adult woman. She had appeared with
P.T. Bamum's Great London Circus in 1886, but her
Ife of showbiz ended in a Truckee blizzard. Zarate's
manager claimed her death by gastric fever was

Exzabeth Jane Cochvane pen name Nelhe By

caused by eating canned food. furnished by the
railroad s Pullman buffet. and exposure caused by
the snow blockade

The winter storms that ravaged the Tahoe Swerra
125 years ago in 1890 were unprecedented for
the region. For two months straight. the weather
was unrelenting Residents at Emerald Bay on
Lake Tahoe's western shore recorded fresh snow
every day from December 2 to January 30 with
an incredible total of 40 feet Avalanches. crushed
snowsheds and train wrecks closed the wital
transcontinental raliroad over Donner Pass for 15

days ~Condnued on page 18
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The extended radiroad blockade nearly folled
popular New York newspaper journalist Elizabeth
Jane Cochrane, best known by her pen name
Neliie Bly. in her attempt to circumnavigate

the world in order to beat the fictional voyage
portrayed in Jules Verne's wildly popular book.,
“Around the World in Eighty Days.” In November
1889. she traveled by steamer to Europe, crossed
Asia by train, and reached San Francisco in
January 1890. The bold 23-year-old adventurer
had used 68 of her 80 days. Speed was of the
essence, but news from the mountains warned of
a protracted snow blockade. “Railroad crews and
the army of hired shovelers battied a grand total
of 776 inches — nearly 65 feet — of snow in their
herculean efforts to keep trains rolling through the

AROUND THE WORLD IN 72 DAYS

It seemed to Nellie, that after circling most of

the globe. a California snowstorm was going

to ruin her mission. A delegation of Bly's New
York associates heading for California to meet
her was stuck in Reno by the blockade. One of
Nellie's editors John Jennings, however, had been
traveling two days in advance of the delegation.
Jennings convinced Central Pacific officials to
let him ride with a rotary snowplow, but they had
not gone far before the plow was buried under

an avalanche. Every window in the cab was
shattered, but luckily no one was hurt. The rotary
was out of commission, but Jennings bought a
pair of skis and hired a guide to lead him out of
the mountains. The two men traveled all night in
bitter cold amid crashing avalanches. The next
moming. Jennings broke past the blockade and
boarded a California-bound train. Still carrying
his new skis, Jennings stated, “| have seen snow
and blizzards in New York, but the people back
there don't know what snow is.” Jennings and Bly
met near Stockton, California, and took a train
south into Arizona. Fear that the altered train route
would ruin Nellie's tight schedule cropped up in
newspaper headlines. but she armived back in
New York City on January 25, having traveled 72
days. 6 hours. and 11 minutes in her epic, world-
encirching journey

ANOTHER STORM'S A COMIN'

Meanwhile, back in the Tahoe Sierra, after 15 days
of nonstop operavon. Central Pacific's recently
purchased rolary snowplow broke down with only
200 yards of rack left to clear the blockade Snow

18

shovelers were deployed to finish the final stretch
At last, on Jan. 31, the railroad was finally able 1o
open the road. Some 1,000 stranded passengers
cheered the blue skies and heroic efforts of the
workmen as the trains headed to the Golden
State. The incessant snowfall had taken a severe
toll on man and machine, but the Storm King
wasn't finished yet.

On February 16, a crashing barometer indicated
another monster storm was on its way. Once
again, thick clouds enveloped the granite crags
of the Sierra as gale-force winds piled more snow
into the freshly plowed train cuts. Hundreds of
men were still working in the mountains removing
icy cornices over-hanging the tracks. The

new storm quickly overwhelmed them and the
exhausted shovelers soon surrendered in defeat
Just two weeks after the lifting of the blockade all
train traffic over the Sierra was again halted

NINE FEET OF SNOW IN 48 HOURS

Incredibly. this storm was the worst of the season
Railroad crews estimated that nine feet of new
snow fell on Donner Summit in just 48 hours, while
Truckee residents were stunned by another five
and a half feet. As if that wasn't bad enough. this
enormous Alaska-bred cyclone stalled over the
region, generating blizzard conditions for more
than a week. The storm’s far-flung circulation drew
in polar maritime air that dropped snow levels
below 2.000 feet across Northern California

At Emigrant Gap. a massive avalanche trapped
a train packed with anxious passengers who
subsisted on crackers and coffee for 50 hours
until they were rescued. The famished travelers
crowded into the nearby Emigrant Gap Hotel
stumbling through a 25-foot-long snow tunnel thal
led right into the hotel’s second-story windows

At last, on March 6. two and a half weeks after
the storm began, the tropical jet stream shifted
northward, and warm, moist air streamed in from
the Pacific Ocean. The rain was the beginning o
the end for the Great Snow Blockade of 1890

All in all, rail traffic over Donner Pass was shul
down for more than two months that memorable
winter.

Meanwhile. railroad crews and the army of hired
shovelers battied a grand total of 776 inches

— nearly 65 feet — of snow In their herculean
efforts to keep trains rolling through the High
Sierra. The winter of 1890 ranks fourth in snow!a”
since 1879



Taohoe Reatty Company at the wye in Tahoe City, winter 1951-1952
1985 001 0017

Tahoe Memories—
My Most Memorable Experience:

Lost in Lake Tahoe

— By Bud Jones. written in early 1990s

The 1951-52 winter season was the most severe
for snow fall on record in this Sierra region

An indication of things to come commenced about
October 15th of '51 when an 18" snow fall occurred
Following the October storm an additional 2 feet

of snow fell at lake level over the Thanksgiving
holiday. Light snow storms continued through
December into January of 1952 when a major
storm carying massive snow depths commenced
about January 9th and continued day and night for
nine consecutive days, closing the road along the
north and west shores with approximaltely 10 feet of
snow on the road

My small family and | had moved into our cabin in
Carnelian Bay the first week of October 1951 and
following the huge snow storm In January we were
snowed in without a road for four full weeks

it was about the end of the fourth week that we
begen 10 run out of most of our stored provisions
ard since | had the use of an old brood beamed
wooden fishing boat with 8 one cylinder, four cycle
Vimconsin inboard engine. o decision was mode
penwoen one Walt Bpecter. Charlie Rich and | ol of
Carnehan Boy. 1o take the boat o Tahoe City to get
§ead supphes 1of those femibes In the community
D wers Just sbout o

AL hem U e Bay Ul decision the tvee of us
kunded 9% bust 8t e Comelion Day lake frunt

.

>

e
C W Vernon 300w from the windows of his house winler
1951-1952 2014.019 0009

boat house of Dr. Edward W. Davis with fuel. ife
jackets, a 2 cell Eveready flashlight. snow shoes
and a gallon coffee can for bailing if necessary We
departed in relatively calm water with what could be
considered a broken ceiling cloud cover. Our ime
to Tahoe City in the old boat was about one hour

Armving in Tahoe City we tied the boat up at the
Tahoe Boat Co. boat harbor and made our way

on snow shoes over 20 foot snow drifts to Jack
and Dinty's Grocery store, now Rosie’s Bar and
Restaurant, which was open in spite of an amazing
amount of snow on the ground. We found Dinty
Moore shoveling a path from the plowed street to
the store porch. talking to himself about the need
to do all this shoveling. his aching back. and othes
more oxphcit remarks

Needless (o say, Dinty was shocked to see the
Carmelion Bay contingent, and more than happy
1o sell us oll the supplies we could buy with the
$100 00 we had to spend. iIncludng a pint of
Bourbon whiskey (o keep us warm on the np back
o Carnelian Bay While Dinty was making up owr
otder. the tree of Us went next doot 1o Congers

2 Nt | ke Db §hintins bestd SUCKEAY meribicr @i Conusunity magating



pestaurant. now known as The Family Tree and ate
) N steak lunch

s wos 0DOUL this time that the town baker

Leonard Bury came into the restaurant and upon
paming that we had come for supplies by boat

pd having heard that the snow plow had broken
prough Camelian Bay. he volunteered to haul the
aovsions In s panel delivery truck, with one of us
gong with him and the two remaining to take the
poat back. along of course with the pint of whiskey

To be far we agreed 1o the toss of a cointo
gelerming who would go with Leonard. Walt

Tahoe Boat Company winter 19511952
1985 001 0018

and then. and bailing the boat with
the galion coffee can, | decided
since Charlie was steering the
boat. to stand up in the rocking
boat and at the 1op of each wave
to bimk our 2 cell flashlight toward
what we percewed to be the
north shore in the event someone
maght be trying o signal us, since
by now we were long overdue
into Camelian Bay and our boat
house. After what seemed more
than an hour of flashing our light

Powing the road 1o Brockway Hoted. winter 1951-1952

214019 0008

Speeter won the toss and Charlie and | were left

B get the boat back home. We left the boat harbor
%x Camelian Bay about 400 PM with an ever
ncreasing wind and menacing dark clouds in the
Southwest Our plan was 1o steer a course away
%om Tahoe City 1o clear Dollar Point and then back
o the shelter of upper Carnelian Bay However
before we knew it. the sky had turned as dark as
fight and 2 full blown blizzard had engulfed us. with
Wind in the 60 mile an hour class, blowing snow at
Norizontal level with the lake, creating 4 to 5 foot
Wives that constantly broke over the boat We held
e course to clear Dollar Point but didn 't realize

e would not be able to see any shore line lights
foriheast of the point. due to the huge snow drifts
Sovering any fights that might have shown us our
"3y into Carnekan Bay.

M 5 couphe of hours of not knowing when and
Whees o change course: a touch of whiskey now

www northtahoemuseums.org

we picked up a tiny light returning
our signal, With great relief we elected 1o steer to
the far off biinking light even though it might land us
beyond Camelian Bay. Charlie changed course to
steer crosswind to the ight signal and after about 1
¥ hours we found ourselves being guided into the
shelter of the Dawvis breakwalter and pier, whence
we came. It just 50 happened that a fnend of mine
who came to stay and ski with us over the holidays
and had stayed o0 long to avoid being snowed in
with us, had gotten a neighbor to lend him a surpius
Navy battle lantern. and made his way 1o the Davis
pier, where he stood for mare than three houwrs in
the biizzard, blinking the lantem in hopes of our
being able 1o spot it

Our time of amval from Tahoe City was 130 AM
A hair raising Journey of 9 % hours. We gained
a healthy respect for Lake Tahoe and her winter
storms from that day forward. Surely, my most
memorable expenence over 40 years

Fall'Winter | 2018 21
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President’s Message

Happy New Year to all' Tahoe and California are
experiencing a wet winter which will help reduce
the impact from our long drought  As of February
15t the lake has come up a Ittle over five inches
since its low point in November. We are currently a
ittle less than a foot under the natural nm (6222 1)
s0 | anticipate the niver running through the dam
again by March. or sooner if we get another big
ran-on-snow event

Fiscal year 2015 was a challenging year for us as
there were several unanticipated costs. California
State Parks required payment of two years of
previously unbilied fees both to them and to the
TTSA (sewer distnct).  Inspections revealed some
deferred maintenance items at the Gatekeepers
(especially the fire suppression system) that
needed to be brought up to date. These items

are in our budget going forward and increase our
annual funding needs by about $10.000 a year
The one positive outcome is that the State Parks
has agreed to keep the restrooms open throughout
the winter. something we have been asking for
years

As of early January, our Executive Director
Rebecca Phipps. 1s no longer with the organization
She brought a considerable amount of knowledge
and expenence conceming exhibits, artfacts and
collections as to their care and acquisition. She
helped the board understand the importance of the
NLTHS's stewardship of these items It is our hope
that we can carry forward these high standards

of stewardship into the future. Mamie continues
as the Events Coordinator and in addition is

responsibie for membership and managing the
wedding venue. She has aiso agreed lo acl as the
Interim Executive Director

We have an exciting new year planned. | feel

the highlight will be the Squaw Valley home tour

50 when the invitations come out make sure 10
purchase your tickets. The Gathering is anticipated
to be a great success with the Live Auction
featuring the Basque Sheepherders Dinner

one or two other tems and a reformatted silent
auction. We will conduct a general membership
meeting as always. The theme for the Gathering
will highlight the 35th anniversary of the opening of
the Gatekeeper's Museum. If you were invoived in
the creation of the Gatekeeper's Museum. please
give us a call or write to us. We'd love to hear your
stones!

| wish to extend a heartfelt THANK YOU to all of
you who contnbuted to the Year End Appeal Your
response exceeded our goals and shows how
much you care for the organization. Your continued
support is very much appreciated!

Bestwishes 1o all. Jim Phelan

You're Invited to the Gathering
at Gatekeeper's Museum

Celebrating the
Gatekeeper Museum’s
35th Anniversary

Sunday, July 10, 4-8pm

Silent & Live Auction
Annual NLTHS Meeting

Member $S60 | Non-member $65
Please RSVP by July 1

www northiahoemuseums g Spring Annual Roport e 3
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Strategic Planning

As an organization matures and s value 1o the
community increases, it can no longer be operates
solely by volunteers. Volunteers remain imporar
but professional staff provide the day-to-day
consistency and expertise 1o carry out the mason
and vision of the founders. At this stage. the Boarg
of Directors provides the oversight to insure that s
mission and vision of the founders is at the hean of
all programs and activities. The role of the Board
changes from managing daily operations 10 insurrg
that the organization has the capacity to achieve s
mission and vision

Strategic Planning is a tool that can help a maturry
0rganizabon re-examine is miSsion and visn
and choose to go forward or backward Dunng
the Strategic Planning process of 2012. the Noth
Lake Tahoe Histoncal Society refined our misson
purpose. and vision

Mission

The natural and cultural histonies of Lake Tahoe
inform who we are and define our sense of place
and our hertage  The mission of the NLTHS s 10
hold these histories in trust by collecting. presenving
and presenting them for all people. keeping them
safe and accessible now and for future generabons

Purpose

The NLTHS accomplishes its mission and fulfils &
vision through collections and exhibits and a vane'y
of programs and events including: educabon
exhibits. presentations, interpretabion, preservaton
and facilitabon

Vision

NLTHS is a valuable cultural asset that serves
appeals to and attracts members. residents and
visitors. Exhibits. programs and events excie
people about Tahoe history and strengthen

the sense of community and place by offerng
expenences that enhance the region's value

4 MWWM&MWWMM'



North Lake Tahoe Historical Society
Balance Sheet— As of December 31, 2015

Dec 31,15
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
1010 « El Dorado Checking 15,664.07
1020 - Bank of the West Dedicated Fund 5496.48
1050 - Gatekeeper's Cash in Drawer 200.00
1080 - Petty Cash Office 75.00
1090 - RBC - Business Account 133.00
Total Checking/Savings 21,568.55
Other Current Assets
1300 - Prepaid Expenses 6,044.50
1350 - Accrued Bond Interest 156.25
1410 - Inventory
1411  Interpretive 15,250.86
1412 - Publications 8.583.62
Total 1410 « Inventory 23,834.48
1500 - Undeposited Funds - 33334
Total Other Current Assets 30,368.57
Total Current Assets 51,937.12
Fixed Assets
1710 - Property 522,403.00
1720 - Software 4,057.20
1730 « Equipment 2,014.49
1791 « Accumulated Depreciation -303,694.00
1792 + Accumulated Amortization -4,057.20
Total Fixed Assets 220,723.49
Other Assets
1800 - Deposits on Account 1,113.00
1820 - Quasi Endowment
1821 - RBC MM Fund - Checking 17.163.94
1822 - Investment - Securities 831,009.38
Total 1820 - Quasi Endowment 848,173.32
Total Other Assets 849,286.32
TOTAL ASSETS 1,121,946.93
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities

2410« Deposits Received
2460 - Payroll Liabilitles
2461 + Paid Time Off Liability
2480 - Sales Tax Payable

Total Other Current Liabilities

Total Current Liabilities

6

15,000.00
2,604.70
31680
400,67

18,322.17

18,322.17

North Lake Thiw i Loave L
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Total Liabilities

Equity
3100 - Unrestricted Net Assets
3200 « Restricted Net Assets
3310 - Board Designated

3320 - Endowment PermanentlyRestricted

Net Income
Total Equity

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Income & Expenses

18,322.17

291,390.78

12,904.00
560,125.00
304,000.00
-64,795.02

1.103,624.76

1,121,946.93

Income

M Donations  $22.523
B Grants 22.300
2 Membership 30,591

Admission 17.156

' M Registration 3892

M GS Sales 11.448
B Fundraising 11579
B Facility Rental 58,900

Expenses

M Salaries $102.278
M Supplies 15.787
= Insurance 11,097

Bank Charges 6.282

B Independent

Contractor 28,387
B Facilites &

Equimpent  20.759
M Advertising

& Publicity 6,502
& Other 1903

www.northtahoemuscums.org — Spring Annual Report 2016

Catekeeper's Museum

Museum Hours

November | — May 28
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28 | Gatekecper' s summer hours begin
June

10 | Lake of the Sky images—
The Photographs of Harold A Parker
This Exhibt opens with a Members-Only opening
recepbon 4-6pm Gatekeeper's Museum

The North Lake Tahoe Historical Society/
Gatekeeper s Cabin will host an exhibit of Lake
Tahoe region images taken by Haroid Parker.

& Pasadena photographer (1900 to 1930) who
summered at the Tahoe Tavern in Tahoe City and
ran 8 photographic studio and newsstand. Exhidil
runts through September 5

14 | Volunteer Kick-Off Brunch

Jon us and all of our wonderful volunteers for the
volunteer welcome and onentation day. Meet and
greel other volunteers and ieam about all of our
volunteer opporfunities . 1lam-1pm. Gatekeeper's
Museum. Free and open 10 the pubbc Please RSVP
by Fnday. June 10

28 | Lecture Unique 19th Century Tahoe Glass

A look at some unique glass objects used by both
residents and industry in the Tahoe Basin in the
laher hall of the 19th centwry. Free and open to the
public at Galekeeper s Museum

30 | Watson Cabin opens for the summer
July

10 | Gathenng 8t the Galekeeper's $

Celebraung the Gatekeeper's Museum 35th
Anniversary. 4-8pm Reservabons roquired by July

1. Please see registrabon form on opposile page
12 | History Hike Summit Canyon §

Whule hiking down the oid Dutch Flat/Donnor
Loke wagon rood. wo will discuss the early

KT}

Spring | Summer 2016 Calendar of

transportation history of the Donner Surnma
area. Members $5. Non-members $10 Meet
Gatekeeper's Museum parking lot at Sam 9 153+
sharp departure. Bring a bag lunch, water. camers
sunscreen & wear good hiking shoes Please we
registration form on opposite page

27 | Lake Tahoe Dance Festival $
The Lake Tahoe Dance Festival is 2 Darce
Collective, whose mission is [0 promote
classical. modemn and contemporary dance of
the finest quality in the Lake Tahoe ares through
performance. education and outreach Event ends
July 29

August

11 [43rd Annual Home Tour

Join us for our annual tour of unique and histont
Tahoe homes. This year festures houses in Squan
Valley Please see registration form on opposie

page

15 | History Hike Fallen Leaf Lake

We will hike the east and north shores of Falen
Leaf Lake, while discussing some of the ungue
personalities who spent time living there the Hie
will involve a visit [o the Anita Baldwin estate roe
Meet Gatekeeper's Museum parking kot at Sam
9:15am sharp departure. Bnng a bag lunch, wal
camera, sunscreen & wear good hiking shoes
Please see registration form on opposite page

September R

11 |Watson Cabin closes for the season

October

1| Oktoberfest ot the Gatekeeper s Museum

Hosted by the Tahoe City Downlown Assoos
Noon - 6pm located at Witkam 8. Layfon po

Stay tuned! More events to be listed

in the 2016 Summﬂ i“mo
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BUSINESSES

Bloom Investment Company
Coffee Connexion

El Dorado Savings Bank
King Construction In¢

Mic Mac Publishing

Mike Menath Insurance Inc
Mitchell & Associates
Pomin's Hot Tubs
Prudential Real Estate
Rotary Club of Tahoe
Sierra Boat Company

Tahoe Center of
Natural Medicine

Tahoe City Marina

Tahoe Truckee Sierra Disposal
Company, Inc

The Cobblestone

The Gary Davis Group

The Store

Val Strough Interiors
Westshore Realty

Willamson Engineering
& Boat Lift Inc

Tahoe Dave's Ski Shop

INDIVIDUALS

Bill & Jeanette Abbott
Paul & Judy Ackerman
Marion L. Adams

Lisa Adams

Karen McBnde & Fil Aguirre
Beveriey Allison

Diana Alnch

Nancy & Michael Alvarez
Osvaido & Eddy Ancinas
Forrest & Alice Anderson
Paul Anderson

Anna Anderson

Janet Angell

12

Jenny & Dawid Antonucci
Margy Arthur

Jordan Atzeff

Mary Babayco

Virginia & James Balsdon
Kim & Kevin Bacon
Virginia & James Balsdon
Marjorie Bartiett

Chnstine Basile

Bruce & Phyllis Bassett
Coreen & Stephen Bauer
Natalie & Keith Bayne

Dr. Robert Beart

Betty R Beck

Sharon & William Becker
Craig Beckstead & Bert Stortz
Michael & Tootie Beeman
Donna Benner

Carol Bennett

Tyler John Bennett

Ann & Jay Benton

John Bergmann
& Cathy McCleliand

Hal & Sue Bernheisel
Muffy Betker

Lory Billeter

Minam & Lous Biro
Jerry & June Bishop
Colieen Bissell

Dr. & Mrs. W_E. Bittner
Elizabeth Bittner
Jennifer Bolentini

Karen & Neil Bonke

Hal & Barbara Bonnett
Norman & Nancy Bouton
Laura & Tom Box

Gary & Patti Boxeth
Janice & Thomas Boyce
Jeanne Boyden

f 4 North Lake Taboe Historical Sockery member und COmMUNITY magazine

Barbara Braker

Tom & Polly Bredt
Barbara Briggs

Bill & Fritzi Briner

Jan Brisco

Jan & Jim Brougher
David Brown

Doug & Carolyn Brown
Mary Ellen & Arnold Bruni
Betty & Skip Brust
Donald & Manlyn Bryant
Carol Franc Buck

Joan & Michael Buckley
David & Diane Buckman
Joseph & Maxine Burns
Larry & Anise Burns
Janet Butera

Glona & Melvin Calegari
William C. Callender
Sue Campbell

Bev & Scott Candrnan
Albert Capovilla

Patricia & Richard Carison
Finette & Jim Carpenter

Col. Bruce
& Mary Alice Carswell

Georgine Casella

Pat Castellucci

Claudia Cate & Branden Bickel
Joan & Terry Caughell
Barbara & Stan Chaconas
Richard Hoyt Chamberiain
Philip & Sally Chapman

Pat Chappeil

Michelle Cherry & John Sche
Temry & Carol Clapham

Kay Ciegg

Barbara & Frank Clifford
Jack & Maniyn Chifton
George Clifton
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ym & Nancy Cline

;0 Ann & Daniel Cobb
neal Cobd

Jeft Collins

garbara Conley

Joele & James Conn
getty Conti

pouglas & Diane Cooper
Raph & Carol Coppola
witiam C. Corbett, Jr
Ken & Emilie Corcoran
Betty Conson

Dawd & Linda Coward
Warren & Gael Craft
Roy & Gay Crawford
Lone & Paul Cress
Anna Cronin

Wiliam & Janet Cronk
Helen Crump

Darrel Cruz

Karyn & Beuce Crytser

Nancy Cunningham
4 Wes Schimmeilphenning

Wiliam & Greta Curtis

Sisi & Bert Damner

Charies & Carol Daniels
Damels Family

Melinda Daugherty
Charlotte & Ritich Davidson
Gary Davis & Jimalu Gott
Wilkam & Gail Dawson
Brian & Janis Dawson

Mr. Rohit De Souza

Antainette
% Raiph de Vere White

Kathy DeRossi

Robert & Joanne DeNigns
Elizabeth & Robert Devin
Susan & Dave DeVoe
Mary Jane Dewhurst
Vichael & Lynne Dittmore

TAHOE HISTORICALI

Lewis & Debra Dobbins
Dallas Dodson

Dagmar Dolby

Bobbie & Bob Dolton
Joanne & Art Domingue
Anne & Dan Donahoe
James & Dolly Donahue
Clarissa & Mike Donnelly

«SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

Jerome Evans

Jacque Fabian-Brown
Randall & Sharon Faccinto
Charlotte Farber

Krsten Farrall

Mike & Ruth Fautstich
Domenic & Joan Favero
Chnstine Fesbusch

Leland & Ceka Douglas Jackie Fenton

Hewdi Doyle Susan Fernandes

Joy Doyle Harold & Nancy Fick
Theresa May & Eugene Duggan  Diane Filice

Sherry Dumke Michele Finch

Sharon Duncan Walt & Ann Fisher
Malcolm & Mary Ann Dunlap Rob Fisher

Mani & Phil Dunn Judy Ford & Pim Brouwer

Robin Dworkin
Jeanne S Eber

Chet & Ingrid Eccles
Jane Edginton

Dave Edwards
Pamela & John Eisele
David & Susan Elbott
Jack & Joanna Emerson
Bill & Cathy Erickson
Frank Erncson

Gayle & Jim Etienne

Jane & Paul Foster

Hal & Done Fox

Kay Fox

Ray & Beverly Franceschini
Judy Fnedman

Virginia Furth

John Gage

Fred Gartrell

Marice & Fred George
Frances & Louis Gerhardy
Jim & Mary Germain

you'd like to shore?

Please write them down and mail
or email them %o us
We'd love to heor from you!

with photos 1o illustrate your story
Your story could be in the next
Gotekeeper's Gazette!

PO. Box 6164, Tohoe City, CA 96145
Rebecco@northlohoemuseums. o

wwwoaorthtnhoemuseamsorg  Spnng Annual Report 2016

Do you have Loke Tohoe Memories

Please include o photo of yourself olong |

I3

|
|
|
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Julie Ginocchio

Sharon Giroux

Steven M. Glazer

Kathy Goldstein

Erla & Dawd Goller
Nancy & Dave Gotschall
Larry & Lanae Gralla
Ellen and Edward Graves
Ronaid & Dorinda Gregg
Paul Groman

Lewickl
& Emie Grossman

Joyce Grunauer

Dr. Jerome Gutterman
Caroline & Joseph Gwerder
Timothy & Judith Hachman
Elzabeth & Timothy Hachman
Margie Lee Hait
Michael & Christine Halajian
Elizabeth Hale
Donaid & Shirley Hale
George & Betty Hall

Herb Hall

Jack & Mary Loy Hamilton
Ken & Marian Handy
Loring Hanson
Ronald & Sandra Harder
Nancy Hardesty

~ Andrew & Phylis Hardin

| Leo & Jim Harold
 PauiHarr

~ Hugh & Muriel Hams

Anne & John Hetland

M. L. Hiersoux

Karen Higgins & Bnan Tipton
Gail & Ken High

Randall Hill

Don & Adnenne Hillebrandt

Jacqueline
& Joseph R. Himes Jr

Charlotte Hims!

Lou Marie Hlubucek
Monie Hoag

David & Susan Hoefler
Kyle & Anne Hoffman
Ray & Kathy Holstead

Gary Hoshiyama
& Patricia Wood

Mimi & Mike Howard
Martha & Thomas Hughes
Dick & Jackie Hunt

John & Laura lacopi
Virginia & Ron Iverson

Maj. General
& Mrs. Anthony L. Jackson

Dean & Manjane Jacobs
Ted & Ginger Jenkins
Carol Jensen
Carolyn J. Johnson
Charlotte Johnson
Barbara & Eric Johnson
John Jorgenson

Donna Joshn .
& Diana Joshn Whitworth

Roger & Vicki Kahn
Else & Bil Kearney .
Pat Kelker

TAHOE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSH[p

Manlyn J. Kennedy

Rick & Jan Kem

Virginia & Robert Kessier
Ellen Killebrew

Robert & Lilian Kimble
Gene & Carol King
Jaynee King

Gayle Kirkonan

Russell & Debra Kirschenbaum
Tom & Cotlleen Knopf

Tern Knutson

Andrea & Christopher Koss
Darlene Kramer

Carole & Herm Kramer
Beach & Janey Kuhl
Leonard & Sara LaFrance
Jennifer Laity

Don & Kathleen Lambrech!
Diana Larson

Lowell & Terry Lash

Richard Lashbrook
& Patricia Watters

Jim & Marie Lawson
Karen & Tom Leonardin
Trudy & Rolf Lesem
Sherry Levi
Susan & David Levin
James Levison
Livia & Ken Lewin
Timothy & Kimberty Le0
Stephen Lind

Elnor Lindberg

Susan Lindstrom

Comeil & Donna Linerud
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Ay LUge!
Rcpert & Ann Lyman
jave & Joe Lynch
cerdon & Jeanie MacAulay
ponad & Brenda Maclean
waam & Nancy Maclean
Caroe & Bruce MacPhail
Doores Macrae
Cathenne Magee
Elen & Gil Magnani
Erc Magnuson
Mary Maicolm
Hugh & Carol March
Monica Mary March
Jsean E. Marcy
Cecil & Lois Mark
Todd Mather
Eleanor Matheu
Charles & Sheila Mathews
Alan & Patricia Matthews
Maniyn Matylinsky
vJerry Mayer
Hugh & Ellen Mary McBride
Oon McBride
Anne McCalium
Joseph A McCarthy
Ban g Mary McConnell
2 & George McConnell
*er & Pat McCoy
Roger & Joan McGee
:°‘°“ﬂe McGrail
‘S':;an & Patncia Mcintosh
S McKean
‘Z‘k‘- Patricia McLaren
McLaughiin

n

’ “h & Denny MclLeod

M‘:‘W McNaie

T ‘4N & Bruce McNulty
"oy Mein

N

il Margaret Memcuccl

Mike & Lisa Menath
Karen & Art Mennick
Donald & Linda Milanese
Dorothy M. Miller
Maureen Miller
Dianne & Ralph Shontz Milier
Paul & Susan Minasian
Dr. Peter B Mires
Nicole & Jerry Misfeldt
Ann Marie Mix
Walter & Mary Moiz
James E. Moore
Joanne & Alfred Moore
Gene & Nancy Mooring
Nileta & Dick Morton
Diane F. Mothershead
John & Heather Mozart
Maureen Mullarkey-Miller
Richard & Victoria Murphy
Lynda Nelson
Judy Neison
Shirley & Fred Nicholas
Jon & Carol Nickerson
Rob Nickerson
Fred & Barbara Niemann
Jean & William Nix
Maureen Nolan
Robert Norton
Joann Nunes
Paul & Liz Nyberg
Barbara & Robert Oliver
Tom & Marne O Rourke
Dan Osborme
Sandy Otellini
James & Laura Ouimet
Stephen & Pal Paddock
Richard & Jean Park

Norma Parson
Fredernck & Sybll Patten
David Patterson

'Y MEMBERSHIP

Ralph & Elizabeth Peer
George & Janet Pelton
Allen & Markes Pendarvis
Ant & Anne Penmiman
Lou & Mary Ann Peoples
Robert & Anna Pem

Lois Perryman

Betsy Peterson

Linda Pettit

Jim & Lynda Phelan

Drs. John Phillips
& June Dunbar

Kym & Jerry Pipkin
Ronald Plomgren
Bruce & Shern Pohle
Randy & Pammue Pomin
Bryn & Randy Potter
Margi & Tom Power
Susan S Pownall
Carolyn E. Pretzer
Robert & Nancy Proano
Dorothy M. Prowell
Tom & Karen Quaglia
Gene & Julie Quintana
Pamela W Rafanelli
Lydia Ranger

Lesiey Rappaport

John Rang

Karen L Rasmussen
Dorothy Rayner

Laura Read

Barbara & Ralph Reamy

Robert & Susan Recht

Ronald & Tracey Recht

Karen & Jm Reed

Jon & Ann Reynolds

Betsy Rhodes

Sky & Joan Richardson

Frank & Jean Roberts

Marc & Darlene Roberts

)
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Vicki & Ross Robinson
Harvey Rogers

Gwen Rosser

Thalia Routsis
Russell-Shapiro Family
Binth Rustad

Peg Rutt

Ruth Schnabel

John & Diane Schrage
William & Elynor Schuppel
Les & Linda Schwoob

Jane G. Scott

Sally L. Scott

Dody Scoville

Dr. John Sebanc

Marshall & Peg Shambarger
Carol & Jay Shaw

Mary & Edmund Shea
Gwyneth Ann Sheidon

Bill & Mary Jo Shepherd
Howard & Betty Shugan
Cindy Silvani-Lacey

& Douglas Lacey

Carol Silverman

Liz & Les Simmonds

Tom Simms

Lois & Andy Skalf

The Sluchak Cullen Families
Winifred Smith

Peter Smith & Helen Henry
Susan F. Smith
Charleene & Dale Smith

Jo Sperry

Ned & Carol Spieker
Ludwig J. Spolyar

Louis & Norna Sporrer
Marguerite Sprague

Ellen S. St. Sure

Rick Stafford

Daryl & Sam Statler
Phyllis G. Stephenson
Joan & Thomas Stemn
Kay & John Stewart
Patricia Stich

Terry & Susan Stiffler
John & Mary Stirton
Robert & Kay Stoldal
Stephen & Roxanne Storm
Richard Stout

Jean & Rob Stowell

Bill & Jill Straub

Patricia L. Streck

David & Florence Stronck
James R. & Sally Subject
Seaneen Sullinger

Bruce Summers

Maureen & Jerry Swartfager
David & Leslie Swartz
Donald & Sara Sweet
Edie Swift

- & Dan Putman

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIp

Ron & Manlyn Treabess
Carolyn & Tom Tnimble
Drs. Daniel & Jams Tuerk
Hank & Joan Upton

R. Lews & Vicki Van Blois
Or. Donna Viiet

Sonja Vukasin

George & Anne Wagner
Warren & Karen Wagner
Julle & John Wainscoat
Lorrt Waldman

Randolph & Margaret Walker

Kenneth
& Margaret Ann Wallace

Richard & Donna Wallrich
Clint & Sharon Waring
Douglas & Ruth Waterman
A J. & Susana Watson
Katrine Watson

Tat Welcome

Grace & Terry Welcome
Doryce Hills Wells

Steven Wemner & Family
Lois D. Whealey

Shirley M. White

Mona Whitley

Stephen & Karen Wiel
Dick & Louise Wiesner
Dave Wilderotter
KU‘M. Willcuts
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WITH GRATITUDI

Thank You For Contributing To Our 2015 Year-End Fund Drive!

We passed our goal of $8,000 and raised $11,130

Individuals

Bill & Jeanette Abbott
Paul & Judy Ackerman
Osvaldo & Eddy Ancinas
David & Jenny Antonucci
Bruce & Phyllis Bassett
John Bergmann

Norman & Nancy Bouton
Gary & Patti Boxeth
Jeanne Boyden

Bill & Fritzi Briner

Joseph & Maxine Burns
Daniels Family

Charlotte & Ritch Davidson
Susan & Dave DeVoe
Michael & Lynne Dittmore
Dagmar Dolby

Bobbie & Bob Dolton

Joy Doyle

Sherry Dumke

Malcolm & Mary Ann Dunlap
Marji & Phil Dunn

Bill & Cathy Erickson
Randall & Sharon Faccinto
Christine Feibusch

Jane & Paul Foster

Hal & Dorie Fox

Kathy Goldstein

Margaret Lewick: & Ernie

Grossman

Timothy & Judith Hachman
George & Betty Hall
Dean & Marijane Jacobs
Ted & Ginger Jenkins
Charlotte Johnson

Elise & Bill Kearney

Pat & Robert Keller
Barbara Kennedy

Rick & Jan Kern

Trudy & Rolf Lesem

Sam & Cindy Livermore
Gordon & Jeanie MacAulay
Gene & Nancy Mooring
John & Heather Mozarnt
Maureen Nolan

Sandy Otellini

Stephen & Pat Paddock
Art & Anne Penniman
Dorothy M. Prowell
Karen & Jim Reed

Jon & Ann Reynolds
Marc & Darlene Roberts
Vicki & Ross Robinson
Carol & Jay Shaw

Bill & Mary Jo Shepherd
Liz & Les Simmonds
Rick Stafford

Patricia Stich

Terry & Susan Stiffler
John & Mary Stirton

Thank You For Your Memorial Gifts
Memorials for Tom Grossman

Bill & Nancy Briner

Memorials for Barbara E. Krueger

Cyrus & Charlotte Johnson

Memorials for Bill Parson

Bill & Nancy Briner

Memorials for Sue Stout

Bill & Nancy Briner

Jean & Rob Stowell
Bruce Summers

Dr. Donna Vet

Warren & Karen Wagner
Kenneth & Margaret Ann
Wallace

Richard & Donna Wallnch
Tat Welcome

Shirley M. White

Businesses

Bloom Investment Company
El Dorado Savings Bank
Mike Menath Insurance In
Westshore Realty

Williamson Englrwu'-'ug
& Boat Lift, Inc

For your in-kind gifts
Jim Phelan

Richard Stafford

Vickie & John Stephens

Welcome New Members
Eric & Lisa Magnuson
Julie & John Wainscoat

North Lake Teboe Historical Socsety member and community mugazine
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“How Can You Help?
‘}!g.pus SAVE BY DONATING
T e

;m\'hb copy paper

" Colored copy paper (any color)
.~ Cardstock (white or light colors)
 Avery 5160 or 8460 labels

 Plain white paper napkins

ASK YOUR COMPANY IF
THEY HAVE A MATCHING
GIFT PROGRAM

These companies do

Visa

Chevron

American Express

Avon

ATAT

Bank of America

CitiBank

Coca-Cola

Del Monte Foods
Nordstrom

Qualcom

Kaiser Permanente
Gooedrich

PLEASE CONSIDER
a2 bequest to NLTHS in
your estate or trust

SAVE THE DATE! 2016 Upcoming Events

Mork your calendars with these upcoming events brought to you by NLTHS!
More information to comel

v o )

Homess
our

Join us for the
Annual Home Tour
featuring unique and historic
homes in Squaw Valley,
some built specifically for
the 1960 Olympic Games.

August 11,2016
Noon - 4pm
Catered Reception

WWW nmlm;llum'nuwum.\.mg Spm\g \nnual Report U

v
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Can you identify this building? Please contact Marnie Carr at info(@gatekeepersmuseum
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Columns

Lake Tahoe's Gatekeeper 4
Recently. Mamie Carr, Intenm
Executive Director. spoke

with John Sutter. the current
Gatekeeper/Bndgetender for the
Lake Tahoe Dam

Celebrating 35 Years 8
Significant events for the

North Lake Tahoe

Historical Society and
Gatekeeper's Museum

Harold A. Parker Images 14
Parker created a legacy of
images pictuning the Tahoe
Tavern and its spectacular
surroundings. all celebrating
Lake Tahoe's reinvention as a
popular vacation retreat

Digitization Day 20
NLTHS invites community
members and visitors to bring

in their ustorical Lake Tahoe
photographs for free profes-
sional-quality scanning, with the
opbion 1o donale a digital copy

Briner's 1964 23
Tahoe City Survey

Then and now photographic
history of Tahoe City's “wye”

Notth Lake Taboe Hintorical Socicty member .mdu-mmW”'” ”

Departments

President’'s Message

Event Coordinator's
Message

Calendar

Event Registration For™
Photo Unidentified
With Gratitude

How Can | Help?

Can You Identify?



President’s Message sy uim erein

Here we are at the beginning of April looking
forward to a busy summer. Water level in the
lake is improving and is within half an inch of the

natural nm. | walked down to the channel above
the dam on April 5. and water has begun to trickle
all the way to the dam. AND there is still snow in
the mountains. Those of you who are boaters
should have a good year even though the water
level will remain low

We are just now finishing rebuilding the Museum
website, and it should be up and running by the
beginning of May. One feature is an interactive
calendar. You will be able to use the website to
renew your membership. make donations. and
buy home tour and other event tickets on line
Soon we will also offer a way for you to make
monthly donations for an easier and greener way
1o support the NLTHS. We can maintain the new
website ourselves which will make it easier to
keep It up to date

The NLTHS and the University of Nevada are co-
sponsonng a North Lake Tahoe Digitization Day
onJune 26, 2016. This event will give anyone
an opportunity to bring old photos. cards, letters
and other print material and learn how o properly
digiize them. You can actually perform the
process and go home with your oniginal matenal
along with a digitized copy for reference. Stay
tuned for further information which we will post
on our website as there will be some restrictions
of ime on the site in order to allow everyone an

opportunity to digitize their material. This i3 also
a golden opportunity for the NLTHS. as a grant
recipient, to acquire some very nice equipment
to keep so that f anyone misses the event we
can still provide opportunities in the future

Also in June the museum will open the

Harold A. Parker photography exhibit that will
feature photos from the early 1900's. Itis my
understanding that many photos will feature the
area around the old Tahoe Tavern just south

of Tahoe City. We are looking for a couple of
sponsors for this event to help defray some of the
costs. This is a goiden opportunity to help!!

Get your volunteer thinking caps on. We will be
needing many volunteers this summer and into
the fall to make our events happen. One time
we will need help is when we need to move and/
or cover our collections while the sprinkier heads
are replaced. We are anticipating this event
sometime in November. If you are interested

in helping anytime, call 530.583.1762 or email
Marnie at marnie@gatekeepersmuseum.org

| look forward to seeing you all this summer

You're Invited to the Gathering
at Gatekeeper's Museum

Celebrating the |
Gatekeeper Museum’s
35th Anniversary

Sunday, July 10, 4-8pm I

Silent & Live Auction
Annual NLTHS Meeting

Member $60 | Non-member $65
Please RSVP by July 1

.
Summer | 2016 5

www. northtahoemuscums.org
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Lake Tahoe’s Gatekeeper—
John Sutter sy momie car

John Sutter has been a resident of the Tang,, .
K

area since 1974 and the Gotokeepevmm&

for the Lake Tahoe Dam for over a quarterof,
century!

The dam was built between 1909 and 1913 a4

stands 18.2 feet high and 109 feet long Outfions
from the dam are regulated by a gated spilwgy
17boysandamamereleasecapacttyomm
cubic feet per second. After four years of severs

drought, Lake Tahoe has now met and is siows,

surpassing its natural rim of 6,223 . Whist the i,
level is nowhere near average the river is tricking
from the dam cutiet at approximately 3 cubic feer
per second. a significant feat given the fact that »
has been completely dried up since October 201¢

Recently, Mamie Carr, Interim Executive Drecty
talked with John Sutter.

How long have you lived in Tahoe?

| have been fortunate to be the Gatekeeper/
Bridgetender for the Lake Tahoe Dam for 26 yeas
starting In 1990, when the previous Gatekeeper
Jim Miller, retired. At that time | was empicoyed
by the Truckee-Carson Irmigation District (TCO)
which held the kcense to operate Lake Tahoe Da™
In 2000, the Bureau of Reclamation assumed
the control and operation of the Dam (as it was
an oniginal part of the Newlands Project) and |
became an employee of the Bureau. As part of
my duties, | aiso operate Prosser Dam, Stampec
Dam. Stampede Power Plant. and also work 10
maintain Derby Day 'ain_\gypuubbem«m




the pier, then to the USGS river gage downstream
of the Lake Tahoe Dam to measure the discharge
from the Dam. | also measure the readings at the
histoncal NOAA weather station located behind the
Tahoe Marnina Lodge tennis courts (located by the
inlet to the Tahoe Dam). At 800am | contact the
Federal Watermaster in Reno, to relay the day's
readings and receive instrucbons on any changes
to be made on the release from the Lake Tahoe
Dam into the Truckee River

Have you ever seen the water so low before?
The lowest lake level was on November 30, 1992 at
a gage height of 6,220 26" (approximately 2.74 feet
below the rim.

The highest lake level ever recorded was 6,231 26
in July 1907. The maximum level | recorded was
in January 1997 at 6,229.40". This was a result
from a “warm rain on snow” scenano which
increased the lake level quite rapidly and caused
flooding downstream from all the tributaries
flowing into the Truckee River. This event caused
the largest discharge from the Lake Tahoe Dam
into the Truckee (as | had all 17 gates open to
their maximum position) with the flow measuring
2.690cfs (cubic feet per second) or approximately
20,121 galions per second

What should we expect for this summer?
The lake level should come up approximately
one foot above the rim this spring depending on
future weather and evaporation. A few weeks of
rafting are possible this year. We store as much
waler 85 possible until storage water is required
downstream. We also have to discharge 70cfs
for fish and wildife whenever possible during the
m“m.

What do you love most about being the
Gatekeeper?

itis a real pleasure to be the Bridgetender/
Gatekeeper. Being able to live in such a beautiful
area and see the changes on a daily basis during
the seasons is quite rewarding | have the best
b at the lake!

Join us for the
Annual Home Tour
featuring unique and historic
homes in Squaw Valley,
some built specifically for
the 1960 Olympic Games.

August 11, 2016
Noon - 4pm
Catered Reception

wwwaorthtahoemuseums.org — Summer | 2016




Event Coordinator’s
Message sy mamie car

Wow. what a great winter! We
finally got the snow we've all
been waiting for. For many of
us, winter is a natural time of
rest and reflection, for me, it
was a tme for development
and planning preparation for
our busy upcoming summer
calendar of events!

On Fnday. June 10 we will
welcome a temporary exhibit
Lake of the Sky Images: The
Photographs of Harold A.
Parker. Member, Volunteer and
Histonan, Carol Jensen, has
been working around the clock
1o put together what will be an
outstanding exhibit including
photographs, postcards and
ephemera relating to Harold A
Parker, resident pholographer
2t the Tahoe Tavern from 1905
to 1913, In addition to the

exhibit we plan to host lectures.

programs and events about
Harold A. Parker and early 20th
Century photography.

One program to look forward

to aligning with this summer’'s
“photography” theme will be

the Digitization Day on Sunday,
June 26 which we will be
hosting in collaboration with the
University of Nevada. Reno.
The goal of the event is to host
a Digitization Day during which
community members can bring
in historical photographs and
other materials to be scanned
and digitized. They'll take home
a copy of the scans on a USB
drive, and, if the participants
sign a consent form, the

NLTHS will keep a copy for

its collections and eventually
make those matenals available
online, bringing these materials
to a wider audience. The day
will aiso include educational
programming about topics such
as how to care for personal
archives, and the ways different
researchers (historians,
photographers, efc.) may use
photographic archives. This is a
rare and wonderful opportunity
for the public, to visit the
museum for free and digitize
their personal photographs to
ensure their longevity. So start
looking through your old images
and be sure 1o add this event to
your summer schedule!

We have sold a record ny,
of grounds rentals for weq,
and events this summer!
With over 30 events booy..
including weddings, mem,.,
dance & music festivals
Oktoberfest. quilting groyp,
and corporate picnics &
meetings. Our rates are sg .
remain the same for 2017 ..
be sure to get in early and 1.,
your next event with ys!

With summer just around the
comner, | am getting really
excited for our vibrant caleng,,
of events. which means

that it’s time for you to stan
making plans for your summer
schedule. To register for one
or all of our events, please
complete the registration form
on page 13 and mail it the
museum at P.O. box 6141
Tahoe City, CA 96145

Thank you to all members
volunteers and visitors for your
continued support, we look
forward to seeing you at the
museum soon. Happy Summer’

you'd like to share?

) Please write them down ond mo'

or email them fo us.

== We'd love 1o heor from you'
_ Pleose include o photo of yoursell 0o
with pholos fo illustrote your sty

Your story could be in the nex!
G:mw‘ssgeml

N _
0. Box 6164, Tahoe City, CA 96147
info@northiohoemuseums o¢
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Celebrating 35 years—
Significant events for the North Lake Tahoe
Historical Society and Gatekeeper’s Museum

Betty Layton (North Lake Tahoe
Chamber Member) and Gardner
Mein (President of the North

Lake Tahoe Chamber) along

The North Lake Tahoe with David Stollery (Histonan,
Histoncal Society (NLTHS) was Author). and Judge C.W. Vernon
incorporated as a 501(c)3 non- (Historian) started the North Lake
profit, public benefit corporation Tahoe Historical Society. ¥

Harold Tiler was the CPA
Edmund S. Bamett was the
Board Attorney. Gardner Mein
was the first president

1971

The first Home Tour was held as
a major fundraising event. The
Tour received publcity in the San
Francisco papers and locally

The NLTHS Board negotiated to preserve the budding as a up. Dunng this time there
with Seerra Paciic Power museum and o open the park to many break-ins and n 1Y
Company owners of the park the public. Seerra Pacific Power three teenage boys burne
and the ongnal gatekeeper's would not allow the NLTHS building to the ground
cabn 1o purchase the land 10 care for the budding dunng over 12 minutes o des!

and udang  The purpose was negotiabons. and t was boarded cabin

s mmmnwmmwamm m”



1978

The NLTHS began fundraising
efforts 1o rebuild the cabin
Contractor, Art Thiede, was
hired

1979

The Watson Cabin was purchased from Mildred Watson Collins
through the efforts of the NLTHS and the PUD. The building was
placed on the National Register of Historic Places that same year
Betty Layton rented the cabin and operated it as the Potter's Wheel
until 1989 4

1980- 1981

The Gatekeeper's Cabin was
re-buill. The NLTHS received
one of the last permits to cut
down trees on the West shore
The cutting of the trees was the
only thing power tools were used
for. Everything else. the peeling
the bark, scnbing the logs. and
construction of the building
used only hand tools. Block and
Tackle were used 1o raise the
beams and roofing

www.northtah
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1981

On July 9. 1981, a dedca,
ceremony was heild and
Gatekeeper's Museum was
opened 1o the public Mg,
volunteering as a museum
associate and was hwed 35
curator later that wintey

1982

« In May the park was named i
memory of William B Layton
The first full summer of operass

saw 5.000 visttors. A lecture
senes was offered on Monday
evenings, and Minam Bro
supplied coffee and covloes

for all visitors. Histoncal items

— s p”

Restrooms were buit with the Ellen Attardi died. and the Board ems
support of the State of Caldomua voted to build a llbrary addtion were donated by Lilhan Far A
to the Gatekeeper s Museum in Henry. Manan Steinbach and
her memory Fundraising efforts many others. Betty Layton was
were successful. and the kbrary p:s»dem Board r:‘-embers.
opened the following year and supporters included suc
% locals as Ellen Attardi. Lilkan

Farr, Ginny and Ed Bamett

Wl lh 0 Martha Snyder. Berne Bechdot
- S0 Sbout Manone and Earl Marr ang Joh"
m: POSSBEty of adding on 1o !he Fulton. Miriam and her husband

WD o & hatves Louss did a great deal of work o

museum She urgently wanted 10
make sure that her Indhan basket

the buiiding and grounds. The
first annual dinner was heid wir

COllecion would stay together , : ,L';."e 75 people in attendance ¥
and be on dsplay for the pubic ) NN : :

| GATEKEEPERS MUSEUMy

WILLIAM B. LAYTON PARK

The board worked with Herry Co-Presxdents and fnends of the Ray Jones. a retred engnee
Swemdach oward a mutual Senbachs WEOMUCQ Was 2iso very nvoived Chrs
agreement 10 Dudd & sutadie behind this undertaking Dick King made the Cabmets. and
Rosemary and Lary Lincsay Bartiett was the contractor. and worked with TRPA on penmé

10 Nonh Lake Taboe Historscal Soccty meniher and community maganne
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2001

Marion Steinbach arranged the
baskets for the panorama display
in the basket museum dunng her
last year of life. She passed away
in September within a month of
President Ed Bamett. A

2016

1992-1995

The indian basket building fundraising and construction conbnued

1993

The Eva B Buck Gallery (now
the museum store) was named
in appreciation for the significant

memonal donation received from

her daughter. Carol Buck

2002

The Bndgetender Restaurant
located between the Museum
and the Truckee River was
demolished and replaced with
picnic tables

www.northtahocmuseums.org

1995

The Edmund S. Barnett Building/
Manon Steinbach Indsan Basket
Museum opened in June The
museum owns and is home to
the entire collection with the
exception of baskets given by
Manon to her daughter Cathy
Sage of Anchorage. AX

1999

Membership of the NLTHS
grew to approximately 710
Over 400 students came to
the Gatekeeper's Museum for
school tours

2003

The new park and extenor
restrooms were completed. and
the Museum began charging
admission. The Museum store
and entrance were moved to the
basket side of the building. and
sales improved dramabcally’

Thanks to members, volunteers and visdors. the Galekeeper s
Museum remains open (0 the pubiic year-round, this year celedrating

ts 35th Anniversary

Summer | 016 11
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Summer 2016 Calondar of Eventy

Ml\)’ 28 Gatekeeper's summer hours begin

June 5 watson Cabin Clean Up Day
Join us from 10am-4pm for a spring cleaning day fo
prepare the cabin for summer.

June 10 Lake of the Sky Images—

The Photographs of Harold A. Parker

This Exhitit opens with a Members-Only opening re-
ception 4-6pm Gatekeeper's Museum. The NLTHS and
Gatekeeper s Museum wil host an exhibit of Lake Tahoe
images taken by Harold A. Parker. a Pasadena photogra-
pher (1900 to 1930) who summered at the Tahoe Taven
and ran a photographic studio and newsstand Exhibit
runs through September 5

June 14 volunteer Kick-Off Brunch

Jom us and al of our wonderful voluniteers for the volun-
teer welcome and onentation day. Meet and greet ather
volunieers and learn about all of our volunteer oppPortu-
tes . 11am-1pm. Gatekeeper's Museum. Free and open
to the public Please RSVP by Friday. June 10

June 26 oigitization Day

Thus one-day event invites community members and vis-
tors to bang in their histoncal Lake Tahoe photographs
and images for free professional-qually scanning. with
the option fo donate a digital copy for inclusion i the
NLTHS's database Contribute to the shared visual hs-
tory of Lake Tahoe. Gatekeeper's Museum 10am-4pm
FREE & open lo the pubic

June 28 Lecture: Unique 19th Century Tahoo Glass
A look st some unique glass obyects used by both resi-
dents and industry in the Tahoe Basin in the latter half of
tho 19th century. Free and open to the pubiic at Gate-
keeper s Museum, 4pm

June 30 watson Cabin opens for the summer

July 6 Mark McLaughiin. Lecture and book signing
An tiustrated presentabon about McLaughlin's newest
book "SNOWBOUND! Legendary Winters of the Tahoe
Swrra” SNOWBOUND! profiles the Top 10 bigge st win-
tors since 1879 Dramatic stones and compeiing weather
facts will entertawn and inform. Storyteling at its finest!
Galekeoper's Museum, S5pm. FREE & Open to the public

] uly 10 Gathering at the Gatekeeper's §
Celebrating the Gatekeeper's Museum 35th Anniversa-
ry. 4-8pm Reservabtions required by July 1. Please see
registration form on opposile page

J Ul)’ 12 History Hike Summit Canyon §

We If hike down the ol Dutch FlatDonner Lake wagon
road and discuss the early transportabion history of the
Donner Summit area. Meet Gatekeeper's Museum park-
ing lot at 9am. 9:15am sharp departure. Recommended
nch, water. camera, sunscreen, good hiking shoes
Please see registration form on opposile page.

July21 Lecture and Book signing with Gary Noy
Seerra Nevada Native and author of Sierra Stones: Tales
of Dreamers, Schemers. and Bigots. Gary Noy wall
discuss his upcoming book: Gold Rush Stories about the
wining and dining during the Calfornia Gold Rush. Gate-
keeper's Museun. 4pm. Free & open fo the pubbc

August 5 Historic Bus tour with Mark McLaughlin §
The 2016 Histonc Bus Tour includes a visit to Truckee s
histonc town jaid, the Donner Memorial State Park four
mcludes an interpretive walk and wisit [0 the new Visdors
Center; Last. travel historic Donner Pass Road along
Donner Lake. up lo Rainbow Bndge and the transconh
nental radroad tunnels. Tour includes easy walking Rec-
ommended, comfortable walking shoes. hat. sunscreen
waler and camera. Picnic lunch is included. Please see
registraton form on opposite page

August 11 43rd Annual Home Tour $

Join us for our annual tour of unique and histonc Tahoe
homes This year features houses in Squaw Valloy
Plcase see regisirabon form on opposde page

i\UgllSl 13 History Hike Fallen Leaf Lake $

MHrke mcludes the novth and east shoves of the Lake
discussion of some of the unique personalites who spen!
time fving there. and a visit lo the Anda Baldwin esiate
ruins. Meot Gatekeeper's Museum parking lot at Sam
9.15am sharp departure. Recommended bag lunch. wa
ler. camera, sunscroen, good hikmg shoes See regisid
bon form on opposite page

Scptcmbcr 1| watson Cabin closes for the seaso”

12 North Lake Tahoe Historical Society member and community magazine



One hundred
years later

Mr. Parker's
photos and
postcards are
sought after by
an appreciative
league of
collectors

Be sure to visit
the retrospective
exhibition this
summer at the
Gatekeeper's
Museum

Tatoe Tavemn. west a0e faOng he mountans ARNOUON rusiic i appevance it wis 8 Al featured rosort Hoted! Dus
0 190107 Hang colored coliotype M A Parker © Aped 10 1911

Harold A. Parker, Tahoe Tavern

By Frank Sternad and Carol Jensen. Repnnted with permission
from the San Francisco Bay Area Post Card Qlub

Al or near the top of everyone's
short list for most beautiful
scenery in the High Sierra is
the Lake Tahoe Basin with its
sapphire blue water, alpine
forest and majestic peaks. Mark
Twain promised in 1872 that
visitors 1o the mile-high lake
would enjoy an atmosphere
“bracing and delicious. . .the
same as the angels breathe
Photographers agreed and
reveled in the clean air and
pristine beauty. Eadweard
Muybridge (1830-1904) visited
Lake Tahoe that same year to
capture romantic landscapes
that were published as
stereographs by Bradiey and
Rulofson of San Francisco.
Robert E. Wood. editor of

the Tahoe Tattler, advertised
himself in 1881 as a “well-known
landscape photographer” and
set up a small studio next to the
Grand Central Hotel in Tahoe

14 North Lake Tahoe Historical Socicty member and community magizine

City. He produced stereographs
and cabinet photos titled “Views
of Lake Tahoe and vicinity.”

Havold A Parkor

Timber to Tourism

Al turn of the century, access

1o the lake and availability

of comfortable lodging for
extended stay visitors improved
dramatically. The person largely
responsible for transforming
Lake Tahoe into a tourist mecca
was an historically obscure gold
rush 49er and Nevada banker
who in 1873 became president
and general manager of the
Carson and Tahoe Lumber

and Fluming Co —the largest
lumbering operation in the
Tahoe Basin. Duane Leroy Bliss
(1833-1907) provided timbenng
for the Comstock silver mines
lumber to build Virginia City. and
firewood to fuel steam-driven
machinery. The firm owned
logging railroads and several
steamboats that moved rafts
of logs 1o the company sawmill
at Glenbrock on the Nevada
side of the lake. Estimates in
1899 and 1902 determined that
about 60% (170.000 acres) of
the Lake Tahoe watershed had
been clear-cut—750 milkon
board feet of old growth jeffrey
sugar and ponderosa pine
and a half-million cords of
firewood. But even at the height
of demand for timber, Bliss took
steps to preserve some of the
basin’'s natural beauty, ordenng
trees under 15 inches diameter
to be left standing and hundreds
of acres of forest on the wes!
side of the lake 1o remain
untouched. After 25 years of
logging. Bliss determined timbe



ooy and demand had run its
course and although wealthy
M" 10 retwe in Juxury, he
opted 10 focus s efforts on
pusm Amagnificent stand

of vees near the lake's river
et At Tahoe City had been
spared and it was from this
yeseve that D L. Bliss and his
capadle sons initiated their new
program for transportation and
ecreabon

Key 10 bringing large numbers

o people into the basin was
construction of a narrow gauge
rakoad from the Southern

Fachic main line at Truckee

« o Tahoe City on the

@ke's northwestern shore. In
December 1898 the Lake Tahoe
Radway and Transportation Co
LTRATCo ) was incorporated

0 operate the enterpnse.

Two narrow gauge Baldwin
bcomotves were acquired from
e Glenbrook lumber business
slong with torn up rails and the
remainder of its rolling stock.
and everything was barged
Xross the lake to Tahoe City.
Excavaton in the Truckee River
tanyon began in April 1899,

g by May 1900 fifteen miles
of wack had been laid. Regular
Scheduled tnps began May 15
1301 Matenals necessary to
Molement the second phase of
Per ambmous plans could now
2 quckly shipped to the lake

Tahoe Tavern

O L Blss was here yesterday.”
"eoned the July 13. 1901 issue
¥ the Truckee Republican “He
% 2ong to build a hotel at Tahoe
Coyn o sad s construction

WE cost $150 000 which means
8 fre hotel * The bureaucratic
uggle wheh today would
Feayze 8 semdar undenaking
W53 1o such impediment 1o the
LY company Duane Bliss

Yon Water Danfonth Bhiss sb

1872). an MIT graduate and
architect, was commissioned
to design the resort a half mie
south of the river on a branch
of the railroad overlooking

the lake. By late September
framing was underway, and a
crew of 70 men had the first
story struclure enclosed and
covered before the end of
October. In May 1902 the new
hotel, called TAHOE TAVERN
announced it would formally

open for quests on June 12th as

the “finest mountain hotel west
of the Rocky Mountains—good
room and board starting at $3
per day.” A 60-room annex was
built in 1906; and the next year
another floor was added to the
hotel, and a spacious hail called
the Casino was completed at
water’s edge just north of the
Tavern

George Wharton James in his
1915 The Lake of the Sky. pens
an irresistible invitation to the

casino

The interior finish is the work
of a nature artist Ns porches
overfook the lake. and when
one has wearled of dancing.
there Is a witchery as rare and
subtle as it Is delightful fo sit in
the subdued light overiooking
the ripples of the mooniit water.
Sipping hquid refreshment,
ealing an ice or chatting with a
surtable partner.

Tourists who caught the 7 am.
train in Truckee arrived at the
Tavern an hour later in time

for breakfast. For those ready
to take a 72-mile, 8-hour trip
around the lake, the locomotive
maneuvered cars out onto a
pier extending 660 feet into the
lake just north of the casino. It
was only a few steps to board
the steamer Tahoe tied up
alongside the pier. The sleek
169 foot steamer, also owned
by the LTRAT Company, was
built at San Francisco’s Union
Iron Works in 1894 [t was
transported in pieces by rail to
Carson City then by wagon to

Lake of the Sky
Images

The Photogrophs of
Horold A. Parker

On Bxhibit June 10 - Sept 1)
Galekeaper's Museum
130 W, Lok Bva Tohoe City, CA

Opeon Dolly 10am-Som
May 28 - Sept 1]

Wotson Cabin

S50 N Lok Bivel, Tanoe Oty CA
Open Thurs, -Sun, 12 - 4pm
Juno X0 . September 11

LR
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A Loke Tohoe moduy hocome
Marold A Puder Clebevory 14 191)

Glenbrook. reassembled, and
launched June 24, 1896 At the
end of the cruise, passengers
could take the 630 p.m

tran back to Truckee or stay
overmight at the hotel

Harold A. Parker

Postcards showing the western
and eastern facades of Tahoe
Tavern were published as

early as 1905 by commercial
photographers Putnam &
Valentine of Los Angeles.
Similarly. Abbott & Caldwell

of Pasadena made both
photographic and printed
posicards that were mailed from
the lake during the summer of
1907. A recently discovered

bill of sale filed in the Placer
County courthouse reveals

that Lenwood Abbott and
Charles W. Caldwell operated

a photo studio within the Tavern
complex: and on April 10, 1908
they sold their equipment.
merchandise and leasing
privilege in “the room known

as the ‘Studio’ in Tahoe Tavern
Casino.” The buyer and new
concessionaire was yet another
Pasadena photographer, Harold
A Parker

16 North Lake Tuhoe Historical Society member and community magazine

rough e Truckes Raver cosyen neor Tohoa City

The photo studio was located
on the ground floor of the casino
building. and was leased to
Parker by the LTR&TCo. for

at least five summer seasons,
1908 to 1912. During that period
he crealed a legacy of images
picturing the luxury hotel and

its spectacular surroundings.,

all celebrating Lake Tahoe's
reinvention as a popular
vacation retreat. Glass plate
and nitrate film negatives made
on his travels around the lake

Polytechnic Inatitute (inter kn,,
0a Caltech) where he acquie
skills in photography. Mis first
Job In the business was with
view photographer Charles J
Crandall in 1902, The following
year he was running his own
studio at 54 East Colorado
Bivd. in the original commercy
center of Pasadena now called
Oid Town. In 1905, the year he
advertised himself as a Maker of
Photographs.” he moved to 112
E. Colorado between Raymond
and Broadway. and relinqushed
his old stand to Abbott &
Caldwell. In 1907 he establisheg
his Pasadena “Foto Supphes and
Picture Framing™ store at 200 E
Colorado where he remaned for
over a decade

Parker found time to venture
outside Los Angeles County
with his camera, photographing
the California missions. desert
and mountain scenery in the
southem part of the state
Parker's photos appeared in
commercial brochures, the
Pasadena Star-News, lllustrated
books and school yearbooks
Standard size and pancramic
SCenic views were a staple in
his Pasadena store. as were
hand-colored posicards and
Tournament of Roses souvens
booklets.

produced photographic prints
ranging in size from standard
postcards to 58" panoramas
he framed for sale in his Lake
Tahoe and Pasadena shops.
Harold Alexander Parker was
born in the small

radroad town of o
Parkersburg,

lowa on August

14, 1878. When

he was fourteen,

his father, a

retired banker

moved the family

to Pasadena,

Calfornia. Parker §

spent his high

school years we lone bombeg
at Throop Marcid A. Parkar kgt

rs
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it was probably on a rail tnp to
San Francisco or Sacramento
that Parker extended his

ravel 10 Lake Tahoe, stayed

at the Tavern and became
acquainted with the Bliss resont
management. Letterpress
printed posicards suggest
Parker's classic pictures were
crealed years before he got
aiound 10 registering copyrights
and having them reprinted as
feal pholos and color cards in
1910-11. Some of the halftone
printed cards were mailed from
Tahoe City as early as August
1905, Abbott & Caldwell ran
the Tahoe Tavern studio during
1907 and part of 1908, with
Parker stepping in sometime

" the summer of 1908. The
#ee of them were obviously
quainted from dealings in
Pasadens If Parker's March
1912 sxciusive contract with
LTRLYCo. can be regarded ns
Woical. he made annual rental
Paymants of $750 for the studio
Which included sale of curios
M anything pertaining 1o

photography and art work, $250
1of oparating & newsstand (dolly

papers from Ban Francisco
Sscramanto and Los Angeles)

It was probably during the
1905 rail trip to Northern
California that Parker
extended his travel to
Lake Tahoe

ARTISTIC FRAMING- |
200C. COLORADD ST

PASADENA
“ALiFoRNYT
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and $250 for a steamer privilege
(season pass for traveling
around the lake on photo

shoots, and providing on-board
services)

In 1909, before the summer
season started. Harold

A. Parker took another
adventurous tnp that landed
hem in newspaper columns
throughout the state. Donald
L. Parker, Harold's son. relates
the exciting and near tragic
March 20, 1909 Pasadena
balloon ascension in his 1993
book. Penlous Voyage of the
Balloon Amernican’. Parker
was one of six men aboard

an exhibition flight that was
supposed 10 float east loward
San Bernardino. but instead
was blown north, landing on top
of snowy. desolate Strawberry
Peak (elev. 6,164 it }—the
highest point in the front range
of the San Gabriel Mountains
Parker was carrying a roll-film
folding Kodak camera and
photographed the three-day
ordeal while the hapless
peronauts trudged back to
civilization

Commercial view pholography
could be keenly competitve in

I8

certain markets as there were
many postcard publishers vying
for salable images, Success

for a photographer required a
diligent work ethic, marketing
skills. and legal protection

of creative property. Parker
became more meticulous about
personalizing his posicards
when he acquired the Tahoe

North Lake Thhoe Historics) Society member and im""""”ll

Tavern studio business
impnnting his photography
postcard stock. “Lake Tahe,
Souvenir/Harold A Parke,
Tahoe Tavern. Lake Tahoe
California.” In 1910 he stan
registenng copynghts for ¢
images. and when postcar
publishers such as E H
Mitchell. Pacific Novelty i
Rieder. Curt Teichand £
Kropp used his pictures the,
were usually marked "Copyrosy
by Harold A. Parker” or |

H.A P.” But copyright ownersh,
did not guarantee control
especially in the postcard
industry, and over the years
popular images were copiad
often without legal assignment
Parker did publish some
postcards himself, pnnted by the
Albertype Co. of Brooklyn NY

Marjorie MacCourt. a young
woman hired as a counter clere
in 1906, eventually leamed tc
operate the photo iab at the
Pasadena shop as well as
the Tahoe Tavern studio She
became Haroid's wife in 1910
and it seems possibie that
complications asociated wil"
Marjorie's second pregnancy
explain why Parker gave up I
Tahoe Tavern concession afte
1912

in 1921 Harold A. Parker m
his photography business
new building at 576 E Co
Bivd.. part of the property n
parents had owned at the
southwest cormer of Mad
Nine years later. on a
Sunday moming in Fet
whiie playing a round

the links in Altadena
suffered a fatal heant

was five days short o' !
birthday. Marjorie strugg
continue the business o



parker began

registenng r _

copynghts for | % ST CAL 5,
his images ' :
in 1910: and

when postcard

publishers used

his photos, they
were usually
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Carlton O. Valentine photographic and printed cards

(1872-1970). commercial “Tavern Studio.” Valentine
photographer and member of moved permanently to Lake
the Los Angeles firm of Putnam Tahoe about 1934 and opened
& Valentine, appears to have his own resort and photo
assumed the Tahoe Tavern studio just south of the Tavern
photo concession, at least property
el dunng 1917-20. and perhaps as
T o e ———r early as 1913 He marked his Contnbutors: Huntington Library
Ko ke Eagle Fo ydes i3 way John Freeman, Art Sommers

N Everold Boy Pholo postoord, postmorkes
Agwt 1904

years. then sold to commercial
Photographers Emest G

Dickson and Alvin R. Thurber
who moved the shop a block
wesl Parker's archive of 35,000
fim and 6 5" x 8.5" glass plate
Negatives passed through
ieveral owners before his son
Donald managed to acquire
them By that time the number
had dwindled 1o less than 5,200
Donald Parker In turn donated
e collection 1o the Huntington
Library for proper slorage and
Stholarly study

www. northinhocmuseums org
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versdy of Revo, Nevodo Reseorch Expenence for Undergroduotes interns, (
Hayley Mollen, scon historcal photos of he Goteleepeds Museum. The Digivaton Doy will provide
UNR photogrophs studends the opporiundly 10 wovk with hiskoric photon ond opply ther koinsng in
fgtaoton procnce. Photo by Margo Jone Duvoll
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och Lenar ond

Community Digitization Day at NLTHS

Do you have any historical
photographs. posters, or other
memorabilia documenting

the Tahoe area? The North
Lake Tahoe Histonical Society
holds tremendous resources
documenting the visual history
of the Tahoe basin and the
North Lake Tahoe community

in particular, but there are
always gaps to be filled. and
your materials could help fill
them! This summer. we're
holding a new event inviting
participants to donate not your
original materials (though in
many cases, those would be
welcome. 100). but a digital copy
of those materials, The NLTHS.
along with the University of
Nevada, Reno Photography
Program. are co-hosting this
digitization day, funded by a
Common Heritage grant from
the National Endowment for the
Humanities. This one-day event
invites community members and
visitors to bring in their historical
Lake Tahoe photographs for free
professional-quality scanning,
with the option 1o then donale

# digital copy of materials

for inclusion In the NLTHS's

20 North Lake Taboe Historical Society member and eummunhr m

databases. contributing to the
shared visual history of Lake
Tahoe. There's no commitment
required from participants—the
donation form is an optional
step—but we hope many will be
inspired to share their history
with the community. Throughout
the day a vanety of education
programming will be offered

to provide information about
how to care for histonc visual
matenals and to provide insight
into how these materials are
being used by researchers

What to bring

Original visual materials
documenting Tahoe's history—
preferably materials created
prior to 1970.

Some examples include

* Photographs (prints or
negatives)

» Posters

* Brochures

* Postcards

+ Stationery with logos of local
businesses

+ Scrapbooks

+ Sketches

+ Paintings

* Maps

Because carefully handing
scanning your matenals L,
time. we may not be able 1
digitize all the resources y
may have dunng this event .
suggest that each participar
select five high-prionty ftem
pages. if bringing in scrapboois
or other multi-page items)

for scanning. if there are no
other participants waitng

for scanning. we Il be hapg,
to scan additional matenats
beyond that amount Al staff
and volunteers will be trained
in proper handhng procedures
but our scanning set-up won't
allow us to digitize extremey
fragile matenals. and we
won't be equipped to perform
conservation on matenais

s0 please take this into
consideration when selectng
matenals to bring. If you have
additional physical maternats
that you'd be interested in
donating to the NLTHS, sta¥
and board members wil be
on-hand to talk with you at the
event. or can be contacted al
info@northtahoemuseums org

What you'll take home
Participants who bang in
matenals 1o be scanned w
given free high-resolution d!
files of scans on USB dnve
For those who bring in prnts
or negatives in standard sue
we'll aiso have free archive
quality enclosures o place ™
onginals in for preservabon
purposes. If some of the
scanned malennis are glas
plate negatives voluntee
will be on hand with sup

to demonstrate how to

an archival enclosute !

plotos

All participants will be
8ign a form donaling a ¢
copy of their matenals 0



NLTHS. for potential inclusion n ~ When and where Due to fimited scanning

the NLTHS's database and use  The event will be held Sunday, ~ hardware for oversized

n future exhibits and research.  June 26. 2016 from 1000 am matenals. this pre-registratye,,

For partcipants who select to 400 pm at the Gatekeeper’s option is available only for

ths opton for thewr matenals. Museum. 130 W Lake Bivd, matenials 8" x 10" inches or

UNR photography students Tahoe City, CA 96145. Parking smaller.

traned in metadata creation will be available in the Museum's

and standards will do furtther ot and nearby at the Bank of g:ﬂ:mm:v“:; -

research on these matenals the West at 150 W Lake Tahoe nore bk jon. see hipJ!

and create captions and subject  Bivd. For those without a car, . iﬁzabonciaysplasmnav

headings to make these images  the Tahoe Area Transit Center e lfyoug haveanyquesboq;

more easily accessibie by is within walking distance. just ;

hor. south of the Fanny Bridge. about the event. or would like

a promotional poster to display

Scheduled events Scheduling an at your business or workplace

The event will kick off with appointment please contact Katrina Windon

a weicome address from We'll have four digitization at kwindon@unr edu

NLTHS Board President Jim stations open o drop-ins

Phelan Photographer Peter throughout the day. We hope if you have questions about the

Goun will then present on the you'll be able to stick around all North Lake Tehoe Historica

use of historic photographs in day to enjoy the programming Socwty. please email Marnie at

his rephotographic projects and leam more about the info@northtahoemuseums.org

Histonian Carol Jensen will history of the North Lake Additional information about

speak on her use of histonc Tahoe community—but if you the National Endowment

photographs in her research, need to be in and out. with for the Humanities and its

and particularly on her research o waiting in line. we have a grant programs is avaiable

on 20th-century photographer limited number of half-hour at www.neh.gov. Any views

Harold Parker's work at Tahoe.  digitization appointments findings. conclusions, or

the subject of her exhibit available at a fifth digitization recommendations expressed in

at the NLTHS this summer station. You can register online this article do not necessanly

Photograph archivist Katrina for one of these slots at httpsJ/ represent those of the Nationa

Vion Wil Giecoss Row o calendly com/digitizationday/ Endowment for the Humanites

preserve personal photographs,  digitzationsession/06-26-2016

while Photograph Curator Kim

Roberts will provide instruction

on the nterpretation of hustorical

mages Docents will also offer

two tours of the Museum's

coliections

Who's invited

NLTHS members as well as the

general pubiic are encouraged

1o stiend—the event. and
aomession 1o the Museum_ will
be free 10 the pubc Even those
without matenals 10 be dgtzed
will find 8n OppoOrtunty 10

learn more sbout the NLTHS s
collections. archival resowrces
preseryelon. end use
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‘."“x‘ of Hghwoy 89

‘o Bechdolt, Jr's Tohoe Cisy Gal

il Briner’s 1964 Tahoe City Survey

gy Carol Van Etten

1 1964, to mark the 100th
gniversary of Tahoe City's
2, a local women's

goup enlisted the services
of photographer Bill Briner to
make a visual record of the
commanity for posterity

n the wake of the 1960 Winter
Oympics at Squaw Valley, the
Tshoe region was experiencing
2 penod of unprecedented
¥owth. though it still retained
Much of its rural flavor

" November 2007, 43 years
ier | attempted to recreate
"2 views captured by Briner
Thig post includes views taken
#the Tahoe City “Wye". where
Mighways 28 and 89 intersect

“2ep in mind that some of
th

' views were impossible
1

0 duplicate exactly. since
the

Yye aclually used o

\
L

" 8 Wirtually flat “Tee . with

www . northtahoemuseums.org
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P64 Lokesdde Boulevord. Brmer wroke on bock of photo * 1 964 For left: Kiner 8ldg

phone ofice) [aportmenty), Berghol's Mero Podor Badkground - Sweduh Formbouse Aote

Donoidson’s Coflee Shan. Tod Lowa Shell Sioton®

two broad crescent-shaped
medians and no turning lanes
- there just wasn't enough
traffic to justify them!

Today. a photographer would
be flirting with danger to stand
where Briner stood to take
some of these photos. even
at 7 a.m. on a snowless day-
after-Thanksgiving'

All of the “Then" photos in
this post were taken in 1964
and appear here courtesy of
Wilkam S. Briner

Thanks, Bill!

NCW f "y o
VIW [2007) Lokesde Boulevird. A dew yords of sopsod have

. . . !
£re rpht of the soplght i o bive Wuce donofed by Tohos by pie Baaiiter A
Dowvd D McBride ond Tohcee | L

e Company plus othe WO “

THEN [ 1 964) Srmar hon writien on he bock of s ongeol phos ve d

Il e o Lvwey, Roph Burgen, Tohos s Waorld

24 North Lake Tahoe Historical Socicty member and community el
T
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N i 1964, 00 Be nOwvacont iokeword edpe of e Wye, so

o, lowe Holmwood 10 house hes Viking Gilt Shop (which was later the home of For

ry Bondow ine ‘v o he or G By <3 gertwtes
won Hghwoy §Y wos Joc's Lef Bonk (lofer Lo Cuesto and today the home of he Beidosends - ot bonk of e Truck
e Shoppng conter, now River Goll, Charles Beordiley s Reol Estole office 1 n he +

Photo Unidentified—

It was suggested that the photo might
be located at the Brockway comrals but
unfortunately we did not find enough
information to confirm

If you can identify the location please emall
Mamie@gatekeepersmuseum org

www.northtahoemuseums.org  Summer | 2016 2S5
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This is a Harold A Parker image but we don't know where at Lake Tahoe this was located. We estimate the year
was probably 1906 -1913. If you can identify the location, the name of the hostelry or resort. owner's name or
any other details in this photo please contact Marmie Carr at info@gatekeepersmuseum.org




