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Winter Carnivals 
Not so New 

In Iha upper reaches of lhe Sierras, the 
difficulty of enrectlng sufficient winter busl• 
neu 10 Justify operation tor', In more recenl 
l imes, the presence of non-e11en1lII 
services) has been overcome by local busl• 
ness people In I variety of ways. The mo11 
recent of these promotional efforts. Snow­
iest. Is commencing Its 4th Annual visill• 
1lon on Friday, March 1. 

The Sierra region suffered for many 
years from lack of winter access. In sphe of 
the fact that lhe Central Pacific railroad 
f irst arrived in Truckee In 1868, ii was not 
until 1894 that the nimble Intellect of 
Charles F. McGlashan, then-editor of the 
town's newspaper and guiding spirit In the 
early development of Truckee. hit upon a 
plan by which the snow could be put to the 
town's advantage rather than serve as a 
deterrent to commerce, 

McGl111han had met with difficulty In 
transporting a "cultured" monster Icicle of 
his making 10 the San Frenclsco midwinter , 
fai r, concluding thll 11 would henceforth bt · 
more pracllcal to take advantage· of· 
Truckee's trackside location and bring the 
spec11tors to the spec11cle. 

Plans for a winter carnival soon took 
shape. McGloshan urged his fellow busi­
nenmen 10 refra in from "hold up" prices, 
es the chief aim WIii fun and not profiL Arid 
fun was Indeed the order of the day. From 
McGl111han's sixty-foot Icicle grew a collec­
tion of even11 and attractions which In­
cluded a toboggan slide, ski Jumping con­
tests and dogsled races 111 against a back• 
drop of Icy splendor known IS " k:e Palace." 

This huge frame structure, ·covered w ith 
chickenwire and sprayecf' with . water to 
form walls 1ncr roof of iee;:origlnally OC• 
cupied a prominent place In the very m iddle 
of 1he'"downtOWl\-.nd-W11"1he dazzling 
aeene of ¥ skating on a 200 by 700 foot 
; ink. If the skiters'should become •c:t111ty!1 

thef ~uld warm' themselve• 11 the uvera,◄ 
,, 111'?Pfll Cil.e~a~l9 l~, ~ujl~lng, l ~~'-'v,,,a '- 1 

even night skating eround I rink lit by 
sparkling lncandeaeent bulbs. 

By 1he m id 19-teens. the name of the 
annual winter festivit ies was changed to 
Fles11 of lhe Snows. Ind by that t ime hid 
already been the subject of national newt 
coverage. Though weather occaslonalty 
entered the picture and ruined the bHI• 
laid plans. In general these promotional 
Ictlvitl11 were quite favorable In their 
effect on Truckee's w inter commerce. 

The Sierra Dog Derby, an event of national 
prominence In sledding ci rcles, w111no1her 
promoelonal venture which helped establish 
tht Truckee area as a winter sports destina­
t ion. Partlclp1n11 Included such notable 
drivers as John Johnson, two-time Alaskan 
Sweep111ke1 champ and 19; 5 w lnner of 
the Truckee evenL Another popular driver 
In lht 11rlyye11rs of the raeos was " Scotty" 
Allen. who gained yet more fame in later 
ye111 with his own brand of dogfood. 

Allen himself proved a local auraction, 
camping w i th his mIlemu1e team on the 
ground• of the Tahoe Tavern during the 
winters when that hoatelry, located half 1 
mile south of the lake outlet In Tahoe City, 
was open for winter business. 

The Southern Pacific Railroad, which 11 
that time owned the Tavern, capitalized on 
the successes In Truckee and Initiated 
"Snowball Special" - rail service 10 the 
high country for such even1111 the National 
Ski Jumping Championships, 11 well II for 
similar exh i bit lons on many winter week­
ends. 

Guests were also offered sleigh riding 
and tobogganing, and Ice skating could b• 
auempted on the rink which was formed by 
flooding the floor of the Tavern's garage -
the space not needed for automobiles 11 
the highway was blocked by snow. 

So you see 1h11 SnowfHI. with 111 ill 
variety and enthusiasm. 11kes 111 place 1n 'a 
long line .of promoJlons which provide 
somethl~C.JJ!,.t:«jf'l,~"7,,,. 1., .. , 1• -~,,., ,.,, 
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"Plagued b)' Gossip" 
The ~.,,_ ot ~ INpu;lnt )'oY are now ree<l,ng 
~ 11 Pvt ,_lthead fU\aft ltle •tne bo• O'I pa~ 3 in 

-'ll!Cftate iS'.-dUle5ta1f-o.r,'na-.,,tc: JtNadfflo­
l'.w1lOft "Doln notx>dy bnng ""f 110 t>M1 ,...,,,#' In a ,.tort 
Mn 1ti.. Lale T.,.,o.. 171.,. 11 a ,tton~r-tnan-normal 
iena.ncya,nongtne IOtalbu~upol)UlatoontoencSorw 
JotlMy Mt<Ut'a "'4IS<al 1n1ndate alld "accentuate Ille 
P0""_. • an l,gN or en. local econOffl(I reU.~• Oil 111, 
pooclw,. ol YiSttOII fOf 111 c:ontanued titcal riealll1. ltlis Is 
orly IOI.Ind bulanns PrKltCI. Bui al hlMt tne betl laod 
Plant or N t,u.n't entr•~urs na.,. gone astray And 
U .mooe~y b1s.n b-•IM-" ~ . JQmetunH Ult 
O}'-ilM"e O<ntmenl trUg"I H well oea no-tHllff'I IOr au 11\11 
can be eon, ID 190111t l .nd IQUIIII IL 

T~ buMneumffl in 1'1t )'t■r1937wtre 10,xpenenc:e 
,uaa Suell an 111wbstanllal meNce, ow,ng lo some '"bid 
~•-- gr,en the area prior to tfle start of Ille seHOl'I by 
unknOwn sourcn. Though lattr unequlYOUJly d11n11utd 
H grounclleN bJ health authonties. , ,porta ol ll'le cflJ(;OV-­
,,., of bubonic: plague In certain Sierra JO<SenlJ had a 
noCic:Nbly 1<f.erw effec:1 on local tourlam thlf ,urnm«. 

In a fron1-9a~ ar11c1e appt1nng in the f,r,1 1-ut or tri, 
Ta/lM Tamer ?Ml HIIOII. the re:,o,t •U ca~lly 
~lttd. •Absurd NmOrt have~ c:ircu!r.t<f ~a: u,-
11/n mountain ■rHa haw been ·qu■r1n1~ • ,.,~~ of 
tlla ltJnd has ~Urt9d, Ind"'' not ... n ~., C.'Yllt1"" 
p1atec1.• The paper quoled uie Stcffta') or !he ~di 
Bolt<f of Health whO jo ined In d ,te!aJming tM "&n.ut!c 
repons and reusured Ille vi11tang pul)hc: Vllf .ut'I"_., a few 
days ■go. """'" lhtlr IHI repo,u were recelwed. they h1<f 
not found lhl~ year one slngle rodent ~ong the tholr 
Ullda whlcfl triey had trawed and e.ununtd, wl'lidl wu 
lnftc:led With any dtNIM 1h11 could be lrln&mrtted to I 
riuman being,· 

Howewer, rumor Ind httrll)' olltn ttnd to enjoy 1n 
unwarranted longeW1ty, and the topic: c:onltnued to be 1n 

•ue•• WIT' _ _ on N~~ eo.-~ ,,,.._ 
AUQIAII t 1a'.JJtr, a • .,."'« MnMl,Qnat"' f'S)Of1 had tliNfl 
~i.d bf •ynlU\IP\ll(NI ,fhOl'f ~ WflO -Ollld 
dl14fl 10\iritlt 10 arua ~ pe,,ona ~,r.• Tflft 
r■ it>e< ond•~ and oart>led ttai.me,,1 ... __,,,ACS ts> 
auggHI ut>otaoe. and I"'- T.ine,--,o-t to noie.,. -
ot -.uc:11 turt<J phr■•u• "ptag~,~wnoera.--1-.· l)ubon,c: plag\#' Ind OCflef bog.._. 

'"Thal a fflOIUIJllff ••• inaoe out of a fflOletldl. • .,,. 
Tart/er c:onbnued. "wu plainly~ WI &he ""6,ng• 
ot htaJu, olfic:trl" subMQuent 1n,es11g11lon1, Y.s ~ 
t•onaf news IIOMS ... ,. built up''°"' one case of I c,,Md 
drw■te rtfllOltly C:OMec:ted 10 7,noe.• 

n,e local 1>111,nns c:omin11n11,. tufftr.ng t ro,,i an 
unotrstal'ldabte toudl or parano,a 111 ruult ot bad p~ 
lic:11y gtnerated bf the hou. took en. oeren- on 111e,, 

own ai:..r1111ng ef1orts. 11 tfle tollo,nng '""'- whicrl 
appeutd In 1n August Issue ol tht u•• Iattot N-,. 
suggests. Not, trill along w:111 unqualified ctun, or loc:al 
perltctlon. lt It also mentioned 11111 lhoae hoO t,l,gtltl on 
wac:atJons taken elsewflere -po,son oatt and r■nletn■~s 
- were nowhere to be touncl; 1h11 statement pemape 
olfere<f IO IHuage doubt• In lht m1ndt of YIClh()nlSla st;II 
rffllno lrom the con1empl1ti0n of plague. 

Tahoe Rerltace Continued from page 7 

lronlc:aDy, on the same~ of Ille paper which lftduded 
lh1s coupon otter thtre appa■red I thinly wtt1ed demand. 
d1rec1t<f al !ht C1lilomla Stale Highway Comm.lu,on,. to 
c:omplete lhe profec:t or p11n11ng I Cfrlter while line on the 
road 1ro11n<f the Lake.. The author noltd 1h11 htr reni■,u 
were prompted bf "'lnolhtr 1c:c iO.n1 • •• on hautdoul 
Hogpen Hin· (■ strelch or road ~ T11'0e c,ty &I'd 
like Fo.rest. long sine:■ ll~ghl■ned and ...tied). 

WM• H • rule lhe foU1111 Ettale la not guilty of ~ 
tuatano the type or m■ric:loua repoflJ which c:Nrld~ 
lhe c:ampalgn described here. local ■ntrepraneurs ol l'le 
modem <fly continue to labof under mosr■pr■wntalionl 
which do f ust as muc:h llMm. 

--ThtNnwnentwblcll~aJ-llhefancuoad~ 
lions repo,u In ■nd ■round Iha T■tloe Buen ol':.-, ba 
somewhat short of c:ompt~• ■c:cur■ c:y la not a - one. 
Loc:al ■nlttpriN nu always tuflfffd fl'Offl thoM W1'IO 
lptllt Wllh a uthority. yet do no( ha,,e al the fac:ts al uw 
<f1aposal, a regreltabl• ttate of affairs in this age ol ~ 
tronic: communlc:■lion. 

- :;t,-..\ -----
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CourtHy of "" North LIU T1hot Hl1tortc11 Socltty 
As this year marka the 50th ennlV1trury or the compl• 

t1on ol Boulder Dem (since renamed for ex-prosldenl Her• 
bert Hoover), ii seems only fi lling that we note the toc11 
1cllv1IIH 011 major parUclp1nt In 11111 lormld1blo hydrau• 
lie adventure: Henry J . Ktlaer. Sr. 1Fi1c11 force behind 
1(11ser Steel, Ptrmantnto Cement and the Kei ter Found•· 
hon (to name only • law ol hla exploita), Kalaor wu 1110 
among the chief executive• ol the She Companioa which 
COiiaborated on the construction ol the dam. 

Kaiser doublless had I hand In the selection and pur­
chase ol the Tahoe Pinea property wnlch conamutea lhe 
Southeut corner ol Grand Avenue's Junction wilh High• 
way 89, orlglntlly 1n1ended lor use by the Six Comp1nlea. 
By th• mid• t 930s. "Henry J ." {H he waa known to his 
associates) was already 1n avid participant In the Tahoe 
summer scene, and when th is enthusiasm was not shared 
by his fellow executives, he acquired Che property for his 
personal uao. With charac1erls1c lmp1·111nce. Kaiuraoon 
put his dollsra to work, pushing for the swlll trsnaform• • 
lion of the 14.4 acre lowland lnlo 1n es11to to rival 11ny on 
the Lake. 

Being much involved In tho actlvltloa of the Tahoe Yacht 
Club {ht had risen through the hierarchy to Commodore 
In 1938), Kaiser included among requisite structuros In his 
compound• stone boathouse and a "harbor housot the 
one sull1ble to the accommodation of hi• boats, and the 
other to the en1er11inmen1 of hl l many marlne•mlnded 
gue111. The boathouse Included lour drlvo•ln stalls, and 
waa the scene of operations lor Kaiser's numerous bids for 
Lake racing Illies over the years. 

Kaiser was frequently criticized by his racing competl• 
tors for his unabashed quest tor trophle • • backed u It was 
by unlimited lunda. Ht almost invariably entered more 
than one regatta event. and whlle moat competitor, did the 
work on their own boats (keop1n~ the competit ion on 1 

• 

The newly-completed Ktlttr 11l1te repoaea bent1th 

relatively amateur level) the apeed-obseued SIMI baron 
was able to finance prolealonal mechanics, a circum• 
stance which Incurred the wrath of thoae who fell that hla 
senae of fair play left something to bt desired. 

It WII thUI that IOfflt reapondtd with • ,carcely• 
concealed mirth 10 atveral miaadventurea Involved In the 
construction of the estate. Prior to Kaiser's development 
of the property, II had been the marshy retreat ol local 
waterfowl. Before any of the actual conalrucllon could 
begin, an untold quantity of topsoll. dredged lrom the 
delta formed by the confluence ol several lrlbullrllS ol 
Blackwood Creek, had to bl trucked In to ralae thl 111111-
llon ol the plot several vl tal feet . 
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con11ructod Kaiser utalo, , with Ila rna1n lodge and 
guut houaoa. boalhouao, br ldgea and huvy ,tone ,u1llc 
Ienco. set among tho plnoa and upen ol lht La~e Short ·· 
An accompanying photo ldenullos tho property conclu• 
alvely es tho future Fleur du lac 

Ttte solecuon ot th is Teutonic Utle, which moan, literally 
''Flower of the Lake," was tho reault of a ralhtr ltnglhy 
deliberation. Tht July 9, 1937 laaue ol lht r,111,, suppliet 
somt lnalght Into tht ma lier. ''No longer le the plctu,eaqut 
Henry Kaiser eatatt namtlesa, proclaimed the paper 
"Today II la chrlatened .. FLEUR DE LAC" (ale:}. II took lhq 
Kalsors aevoral year, 10 hit juat the right namt. Spurred 
on, they setllod down and named the gutal cottage, and 
overylhlng la running amoothly. Over lhe fourth ol July 
weekend, 25 guests enjoyed their gracloua hoapllall ty.~ 

Kaiser was on annual aummer resident of Tahoe Plnoe 
through the early post-war year■, and (1111 common with 
ostentatious diaplaya of wealth) wu the subject ol oon• 
slderable local gossip and apeculatlon. In tht mld- 19501, 
lollow1ng lho death of hit son, Henry, Jr,, Kalaer turned hie 
Tahot lntereala over to the Kaiser Foundation, re locating 
In Hawaii. where ho oversaw lho development of hie lam• 
ous pink Hawaiian Village. 

Tile foundation In turn told to Peter OeM1rl1, who 
Tius englneenng project was deemed a toohah tamper- leased tho property to tho Fleur du Lac Academy, a private 

Ing with Mother Nature by some, and their cr1t1clam was school which had originally usod 11111 campus the lac•II· 
given certain credence when a flood swept down Black• ties of nearby Chambers' Lodge (now Chamber• Land• 
wood canyon a few years later, causing $55.000damage Ing). The school failed to live up to expectat ions on tho 
to the Kaiser property. Tahoe Pines aite, and again relocated • 1h11 time to a 

Perhaps the greatest blunder of the project resulted campus on the Feather River, 
from a m1scatcutatlon of the fluctuating Lake level. In James Viso. guiding force ol the Academy during 111 
determining the positioning of the estate's takelront struc- occupancy of the Tahoe Pines campus. acquired the Fleur 
tures. the Lake's natural rim was taken as potential high du Lac property from De Marla 1n 1968 with the expecfa,. 
water. Following several seasons In which drought condi• t lon or constructing condominiums on the 1111. v1so·1 
tions had necessi tated the pumping of tho Lake In order to plans. which originally Included the con1truc11on of a 60-
suppty downstream users of the Truckee R1vor with water. unit, three-phase development, were thwarted at every 
this appeared to be an adequate precaution against turn by state, federal and regional agencies. Followlng 
changes in the Lako level. Yet the planners· calculations almost a decade of court battles, approval was finally 
over1ool.ed the established reservoir, maximum legallimll given tor a portion of the origin at plan In exchange for 
of which was six feet above this netural rim v1so's abandonment of the proposed third phase, which 

The over,ight proved an unfortunate mistake. for In the would have included a restaurant atop Eagle Rock, on a 
high-water year, which followed, tho original elect11cal parcel of land across Highway 89 
service to the boathouse and harbor house had to be 1n the fallof1973.abrleflull lnthe ll tlgallongavowayto 
abandoned, and a false floor bullt several feet above the a flurry of actlvlly at Fleur du Lac. choaen aa k major 
original. putting headspace in the bar at a premium. location In the filming ol "Godfather It." Scores of locals 

,, • , -•"" ,. ... ,, • · •~,.... .. , , ,. ,..,,.1 " •~"'l•"l it"" 1.,. .... ,injl,de lhtir,mo.l•-.~ •• extras In ''-f ftarJ~wn~pfQ• 
Several sources give 1939 as the year of the estate·a ductlon. when the estate became the pro\ltrblal Sltrri 

original construction. However, a point of h11tory should hideaway of the Slcllllan brotherhood, Locally-owned vin­
be once-and-lor-111 clari fied by a Tahoe Tall/er story o l tage autos and water craft helped to lend flavor to the 
August 30. 1935. which called attention to the local build· llluslon, and the former grandeur of the otlate waa glvtn 
Ing boom that seaeon, and speclllcally noted the newly• vibrant • 11 lllckerlng • Il le. 



RTH TAHOE WUK ,ebruary 13•1t, 11N 

A b11mlng Henry J. Kel ter, Sr. recelvtl lhe prized 
Leke Ch1mplon1hlp trophy from Edwin Lttla Oliver 
following lht 1935 T1hot Yacht Club RtgltlL (C. W. 
Vernon photo court11y of U/1/■n Vtrnon Farr} 

Continued on page 17 

However, the eplt0de ended on I aour note lor Viso 
when. following the departure of the Paramount produc• 
l ion crewa, 11 waa discovered 1h11 aome of the estate's 
unique furnlahlngs, Including aeveral ornate Ught fixtures 
and tapealrles (gilts to Kaiser from European royally who 
had been his guests) turned up mlu lng. Vlao sued the 
studio and eventually recovered $300,000 In damages. 
though none of the articles In dispute were ever returned. 

The legal expenaealncurred by Viao In the long battle to 
acquire permits for his proposed development eventually 
proved 11111 to the fulfillment of the dream • at least by V1ao 
himself. However, whittled to 22 units, the project saw 
fruition under Iha regime of Fred S1h1dl and Fred 
Andrews, who took title to the property In 1979. Andrews 
has since bowed out of the partnership, 1nd today Fred 
Slhldl guides the destiny of the opulent development 

Architecture of the new construction, described as 
"Tahoe Normandle," beart a certain almilarlty to Kaiser's 

.. " • .-t, -,.,,. ••• •• •• "• ""I r •o,.glnti•truclures, 1nd,wt!U. lh•proptrJY,llu,JDJltl,~ IJJY 
changes In the hall-century since the lntematlon1I king­
pin first developed It, Fleur du Lie retains something of Its 
quality 1un Island, cut off from surrounding Tahoe Pines 
by I formldsble rock will such u Kai .. , himself might 
have built, were he still Its owner today. 
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Cr&f1Jorn11'1,r1lneralwealth,lh0ugllnotlt1prima,yc1a1ml1 1 ~r111d,oceutrldlfmotlaotMtatlonl11ttlnGlenbfooll. 
lo rlchn, h11 hl1torkally t,-, a ¥ital factor In the 11,,.... ctutlno Ult Immediate ""'111on of IOc.i lumw 111111, ltS 
NWlopmenL The Sien•• and Olelr foot11,u, have pro..d la.or of the promlM of t,onanu tlCMt. '°' a Clfflt, U\e 
lh• mo,1 lmpo,Unt tource of lh ... o.oloolc:al lrH1ur11, loCII atortkel)9er (who wu rtH)C)Nlt)le 1oto-111ng 1'14 
and lh• Tahoe., .. OWff11111111 real population "boom·to , toUlly..,nlounded rumor) did a 1Mwtng l>uunetl 1ft l'!'kt.. 
ltle que1t for ptteloua metal. j I anow1, and oold pana. But once aoain. Ille -n,.n- Oled 

In the''""""' of 1163,. Ille Truc:kH River corridor w ;I ~oat u quickly " It wu born. , and the dl.gn,ntltd 
1111 ~ of a mau rnnu1 of t,1uure 1Hk111, their 11rlv1I ; , ntary mlnera returned to their regiu, 11..«llloOdt 
1patllld by Ult rurnor of I l'ldl 11,ay of ore dl,co-.rtd ; ." l1tr, 11 not rfche,, 
!hire. Knoavlllt and C1111vlll1, were two hlblt1Uon1 ; 1-Ernie• Pomln (I), born In GJenbroolt In 1879. wu wlt.-
wflicll ep,ang up In the vlcinliy of 111, dlgolno1, anCI for a i to much of !he Htliernent of INT~ region, and , 
few feverish monllll of activity boUlld I combined popu.l 1 ;'O , Ml'tld _,,, lud'I 1t1mpld11 afler ""lln9 we.nh. He 
lallon of 1100 '°"''· Thell momentarily vl btant vlD,gH 110lld '111 thovgh Oold hu bffn dlecoverld In an ditK­
c:ontla:ad chltfty of unv11-and bruatwoolld 1tfllcturtt.1 I tlon1 aurroundlng Ille Lake, 111111 had never been I lignif• 
The only tdlflc:a augo-scJng permanence w111 log c11>1r11 I Jean! atrtke ln11d1 Ill• Baaln. f>le Califomla loollllD1 had 
atore operated by on• Jame a Tracy. 111, ram1ln1 of wtilctlf produced lh• praclo111 ore In quanlitlea lvfllclent to popu­
aurvlved (In I roon.11 ancl rather dillp,datld condltlonj1 ; J•te the 1111, with or .. hungry Immigrants from an c:omen 
Into th• 19301. I of thl globe, Incl two dtcldH later the Ntvldl mlnff 

Knomll• (named for one of tht two mln111 who 111ked1 

ortglnal cl1lm1 on thl 11111 Incl C1111vllle folded II f111 U 
they llad rtaen when the quality of 0,1 failed to Justify Initial 
1xp1Ct1tlona. TIii ahort•IIWd ahlnty town did hlYI a Ctf• 

• p ;oved among th• riehHtln lhl world. To thUOUINUI Ile 
.the Nevada mining dl1trtc11, containing a vlllety of mln-
1r1I dtpo,111. YII the T1hoe Buln IIHII hll proved Ylrtu­
aUy devoid of glOloglcal tr111ure. 

taln progrelllve effect on the 1111, how1Y1r, 1llp0Slng • In the 11rfy 19301, a group h11ded by LH Noonchffltr 
great number of people to the woncl111 of Like Tahoe.• launched 11111 another attempt to pro-. lhla theory falH . 
mere eight mllla dlaunL Ol1tndllnlld with mining pro11 1 1/ l•vlng dlecoverad a vein of gold on Ult mountalntld1 
pects In g1n111I, 1 law at&yld on 10 Hltbllefl ll'lt CM\fflun-f 

11
t9uUl~tll of HOmeWOOd, they blgan 10 dtvt'°9 I flon. 

ltyol Tlhol (Jta n1mew11 not orficlallych1ngedto Tahoe' 1 f.Ontal shaft on the 1111. Thia w11 known aa 111, Noonchel-
Clty untll 1949). · , ,., Mine (or Tahoe Tr11aure Mine), and the eomp•ny 

On• ol lhlM mln1ra-tumt6-111tllra Wit Wllllarn F'om- Jcallld IIHlf 11'11 Conaolldatld Mining Company. 
Int. a nathe of A1aac.-Lorraln1 and fllOfl rec.n!I)' a rtsl• 
dent of Foreat Hill, 11 111, weatem end of wnat would • 
bKolM Place, County. WIien the Truc:kH Al"'1 bOom 
town, laded, Pomln1 moYld to T1h0t'1 laushore, where 
ht ISllblishld 111, Tahoe HouH about hall a mn. nol'lh­
llSI Ol lhl Lake oullll. 

Pomlne'a nephew "Ernie; In a f'ICOl(Jed lntamlw eon­
dllClld In 19&8. recalled anotlltr lncldlflct ot ·Oold ,~,.. 
wtlldl 1141 and brother Frank. then ac:hoolboya, Obaerved 
with great 1m1111menL TIils 11111 hoax • lntentlonaUy per• 

Don Huff, Sr .. 1111111 time owner of Homewood Raol1. 
recana • party of pat1ntl11 Big City ln-.11011 wtlO vlaited 
the alt• on an 1utumn1I Inspection tour. Thovoh th• group 
did VIiify "'' 11l1tene1 ol I vein of gold, they 1,11 without 
eommlttino any c.pital to the project. At that time, Oold 
w11 valued 11 $32 an ounce. and In 1pit1 of 111, day', 
comparatlw ly low wig, • cost of extrfeallng end pro-
cealng tn1 ora prevent, operation for 11¥1ral ye111, 
lhl shalt WIS lln1lly ab oned whlfl 1111 company filed 
for bankrupt . 

In 1plll of •• _.,., 1lfort1 10 dilCO\'tr Ind develop 
Tahoe'• mining reaouree,. It appe111 !hit 1111 g,111,at 
eonc1ntratlon of p11clou1 m1t1l1 111 to be found 11 1111 
noM Ind IOUlh end, of th• Lake, where lhly dally droP 
Into 1111 mout/11 of hungry 1101 machines. PllrhaPI the 
Creator 1111 that Tahoe had already bffn bltllld With 
enough rlch11 of other aorta • ,c111ic, vegetative and 
1queou1 • and 11v1d geologlcal rfc:hn for other locations. 

f ltitrl beM,. fi 118~ ~ • Or perhaps lht mln1r1I we■ith of 11141 Tahoe Basin hu 
G ~::s ,· ~,-,. ,n,,, , .. aim ply eacapld thl , crullny of 019-lff-era Ind hU yet IO 
;,,-, I ,-.::. ,...,._ • •• be dilCOWfld? 

e.t.i-httued .fu ~~-<al yc~rr, ,--:-------------
1\ltn(. . 
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Mrs. G1lllnger P!oc>lt>~,MyrtJe 

Carol v,n Etttn ColectJon 

NOIITH JAHOl lff P llatdl f • ti. 1M 

T 1110e Coty ••111'l "'""" ot • town in 1m n.e .,.., • 
~ ~ DOn 11\,fflc»,ed WU di.In 50. s.v.,, 1 tWll<IU• 
ran cs111.1~ 10e:u,1on, MHOftAI b,e11 (oneon, tenl). 
Ind an inn.. a 9.ar,ge-1,11,ng 1u1>on. , grocery ,nd an 
oe>en••r p,oe- allnd rounCHd CWf 1111 commun,t•f• 
COfflffletCIAI actlYlly S.,Cn ... IM'"'"' of 11111 ,aollltd 
$1«n "8botatJOn -.f>en Myrtle Gtlbng«, llltly ol Oalland. 
••~ on v,,e 1n111 ,n M.1n:n of ll'laf Y'"· accompanied 
by ErnHI Ind Nof11'1tuP Pon,,11, Trut!H ,no c,,,. ol Ill• 
~aclloolbOlrd. 

n. Pl:>cn,na. ....,,,, vacauonll'g on s,n Franc,1eo. llld 
contKted c,,,e 1<1n1 TNclltr ~,ncy in ,eg,,d 10111, h iring 
o1 a rei,lacemtnl to, one Mrs. Flec-•n111,n. tnt form,, 
I.end u clusrwl tead'le, ,, Tallot ui.., School. M,1. Gal­
ll~ r. •IIOM IIUSl)arld Pnil llad 111yed btll,nd to dispose 
ol !Pl«lr e.y AIH t,u1mu1 p1opet1y. was soon duly 
tnsl.llled on a httle ""'" 1t1r1te-room cottage on 1n, lower 
com..-ol tllt cn1trwct,on ot o,o.,.. StrHt and Highway 211 
rnow tllt a,ie ot lt:le v,11,ge Slore >-

tn an .ntertlew g,wn in No.,..mbtr. 1984. MIi Gamng., 
rec&li.d an earty oncldenl ,n Mt TahOe Clly ca,...- wfltC II 
rewolled lltf lack ,of ••penance wnn 111911 -a>unl,y h'ltf!O­
-on, n,g111.· alle teellled, ., came IIOme lrom school ,no· 
horroral - ,n the lulchen wu a ,tack of wood 11111 went 
, .. ., 10 m. ct1hr,g I thought. 'Oh - U\IS In lne lutchtn 7 
~f w,11 , ..,.r doT w,11. 1 founo out befo re IOng 1r,11 n 
... I -~tful tn,no 10 flave Illa! wOOd. "Oanclp,. 
(Rot>111 Montgomery) w11aon (local conacable II 111, 1 
,,,...,_ wn,le I WH at work. llad bfouglll '"' Wood &11<1 
pourao 11 ,n 11111 luce11en. Ht knew eaactly •~• PHI wu 
doong. I aoon found ouL ~ 

Mrs, Galhnger a:oon demontlrared lllat 1111. too • ._....., 
·•ICIiy wllll Iha WU doing . Her adaptabollty, pot,11"! 
llhlud• Ind 9111 10, IHC111ng - r.idenl from IM 11.ut 
sn, •• quick to c,ed,t a mea■ure of flat 1ucc1t11 to Iha 
1t1P90rt of Ille community, Hpec,Ally Ill Ille Pfraot'I of Mn. 
Notfflrvp "Nor1'1••· Pomln. · e.10,a I ..,..n WltnJ lnro tho 

@,a Pfalioe ~ 

Continued from page 4 

KIIOOI. • ant rtlll.mOtfld. '"I CM - ,,_ ""°9.lllg UC, Ula& 
cGrove SUHt> 11111111 booU and av.e a,, carrying • t>oO 
m<>9t>UCUt Ind Wllet. acn.bblng tl'laf ilCflOOI IIIO<ougNy 
to t>e r1ted'f lo, opening Monday • 

To Mta. Gam,.r l1'd lllutudetlta leA ,,,. duly of t,u,16-
,ng and m1111talnlng Ille fire in Ille WOQdtto,,e lflal ""'" 
the 1c l>OOI. n111 ••• tomewhat ,na191red ti, 111e 1aa""' 
p11o r to 1"°- "'-local 1cao11111e ,,., ran from loWctl to 
e1r1y Oecember, though tne Hrty and loaf• P0f110n1ol tfle 
scllOol calendar I~ plenty of ,t,ort. cdd ~ 

TIie curncurum wu etrlclly ouU!n«I In ,n ~ 
vOlume tolled "Manual and CourM of Srlld'f lo, the~ 
Counly Schoola.· pre.,nltd to me n- teacher on tlet 
1mv1I But H hme went on. Mrs. o,n,n,ger began to IUP­
plemtnt Iha bUlc plan with ach.,,ties and pro,ect1 inlp,rec, 
t,y local elreum11anc11 and opportunrt.,es. In one occ. 
slon. lllt cn11drtn made and told jelly lO ralte money for 
ano1n11 of t111tir projecta • the conwuc1ion of 1n outdoot 
f,reptace. 0,,. yHr, Mrs. Galhnger arranged lo, lie, 11u­
dt nt1 to mHI w,111 two Waaho Indians •HISOftal rHOdtnt, 
ol Tahoe Cily • from whom they purenastd two baslltts 

Ot1m.a1oe pttMnllhon■ were 11>09ular school ac:t,.,,ty. 
w,111 nurHI')' rllym.._ hielOneal pageants 1no ong,na, 
works among 111, sctloors many product10t11. Tahoe T• 
w1n MINO« Tlm Butltt wH Otnerous w1tll 1M uM of ui. 
,esorra lao~llea. where Ille 11.oghng 1nespo,na· efforts 
• ••• go.en • prole1110naJ aura when petformed on Ille 
Casmo1tage. 

Plly11c1I tdueallon WU I ,.,,.er 1pontaneou• llftJrdut­
lng Mra. G1mng,f's tenure Outd()()( act1vrues lnduded 
glll'tl of baMball arid o,,..o-c,,. Sledding ln<I .-ling 
cw,111 pupllt lurniahing 1111 equipment) arid swimming In 
■ummer. On warm days, the wllOle 1tudent t>ody would 
walk down lo Ille Common, Beac:n, wnare Lou Ehret. a 
Rtd Crou voluntttf, conducted swimming leuonL 

Continued on page 17 

In 1950. Mrs. Glllingtr rtllrltd lrom IH Cll1ng. llaw,ng 
also served II rne County Board or Edueauon·s hrsl Tahoe 
represenllhYe. Ourong rne Iller yurs or lltr u ree,. she 
lltd 116d ~eulon lo luch many c:holdren • hose par1tn11 
had b .. n lier early pupils. and 20 years alltr lier 1111,.. 
men I. lhty all tu,ned oul to nonor lier 11 1 g11, t1tun,on 11 
rne Tahoe Inn (now Vlc:1or1a Slllion). 

Her former s 1uoen11 and mem0er1 or the community 11 
large eonllnue to sing lier pralsu. In a lener to l iU,an Fa, r 
1n 1971. former Tanoe Lake shJdent Nelh1t Pom1n notao 

fl. , 
1 
Ille careers of several IOcal educa tors. conelud1ng w,111 Ole 

V remark 11111 "when I tn,n~ of Tt hoe leac:lleB. ~• was 
onlyont - dear Mrs. 01111nger. And 11rangelyenougl\ , ne 
'l"un·t even one of my 1uc:nera. • 

Typ,ul roeld tnps took tl~dents 10 many loc:11 points o l I t •"'t1le Galli er has lelt lier mark on the TlflOI c,ry 
inlernt: the cross on the h1U above lown lhe remains o f -, ng , tJ.ILlLJH L . • 

l(nonbt tyn ~oiiio'mlntnnamp·';,; the Truci..J ~ lftuMy,'tlol'1ilil~f9bYtfl'c6inpettnt P•111,.....,_1111 
· bir dutlea as local educator. but lllrougll tht uemowy 

Rr,erJ and the Filh Hat~try. In 1939. Mrs. Galhnger wa, , jl lllludn ar.d action■ wlllcn ,.,,._. governed her own tda. If. 
lnattumenlll In organ,zing 1n ,11 -sc11oo11r1p 10 San Fran- I 

1 1 
, ...... Id ,. b ..., 

1 
.. _... • ... ,..... f as t 111 .... ... , 1 ren .. , m yeum,..e. , ...,, u,,-...,_,.,,o 

cztc:o to w,111 Ille rnternat,ONI &pos.tJon. a memorable TAii . C ty' . h . been bleSMd th lesions I 
expenence npedally for lludtnll who had n ..... r bffn I . Of 1 1 y~steryur .... WI 0 
~ Ole Tahoe !Basin. truly rare qualily. 
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Federal Aq 1• .1 111 111 1f Outlet Silt' CTS > Ti~ City> Dam Outlet 
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Govi111111~11f At1v1fxl1011 oF 64 Actes 

Pege 12 NORTH TAHOE WEEK M1tch 13- 11, 1NI 

By Carol Van Etten 
Courtesy of The North Lake Tahoe H,sioric,I Soettty 

Recent loc1l e.11ces111 ol precipitation have tended to 
draw public attention to the prudent management ol th11 
questionable beneficence. The level of water in the Tahoe 
Basin hH, since the arnval or "Civilization" on Its western 
perimeter, been the subject of perpetual • and often 
heated• controversy. In fact, within• decade or the round­
Ing ol I settlement at the Lake Outlet, attempt a to Improve 
on Mother Nature's allocation ol water were al ready In 
force 

Initially, the,o efforts took the form or crib dams, the 
construction of which made Tahoe. In effect a reservoir. 
The fi rst of these rather crude structures, built by one 
Colonel Alexis Von Schmidt In 1870. wu located several 
hundred feet downstream of the Outlet, and was Intended 
as a means of backing up sufficient water that accumula­
tions of logs could be "flushed" down the rfYer to Truckee 
mills on the opening of Its live gates. This structure wa.s 
succeeded by another of like purpose. built by the Bliss 
Company 11 the Lake Outlet. 

By 1900. lumber Interests had given way to I seasonal 
economy based on tounsm. and the constrvction of 
Tahoe Tavem (half a mile south of the outlet). along with a 

\ 

Ill 
. . - . 1-~ 

growing number of lakelront wmmer homes, led to LAKE TAHOE OUTLET GATES AT FANNY BRIDGE. 
incruslng concern over the m1inten1nee ol I water level (drawing by William Frances Bisbee) 
within certain limits. The Importance of a constant supply 
of walerforcommunil iesalong the Truckee River corridor ~~ 
(Ind tor farms which owed their existence to the Newlands 
Reclamation Project) pointed to government control of 

the Like Out.let. agreement with the owners (noted inaccurately In th is 
Department of the Interior mes regarding Federal iniltal correspondence as the Fl6riston Pulp and Paper 

acquisition of the land surrounding a proposed ·outttt Co .. the TruckH Aiwr General Electric Co .• Nevada 
wortts· reveal~• lively c,orrespondence between its own Power Co. and Truckee River farmers) or by condemna-
Geological Survey. the Bureau of Reclamation and the lion proceedings. 

U.S. Attorney's office. Earliest of these letters. dated A decided emphasis on the urgency ot the acqyisltlon 
October7. 1902.makesreferenceto therecentsaleolthe was spelled out In th is preliminary letter. authored by 
property In question and recommends prompt action In Geological Survey Director Charles o. Walcott: '"There 
the matter of Federal acquisltlon, whether by purchase can be no mislA,~<1 1.n.PWri~•sing It ~sa jl mus, be 
, • ., , ◄ . ...... ~ ... ,,.n ;•• fr• J., ,,-.n.,,,.,,,..,..111 11 « ,, .-- ..... ..,,. ' . ,, .. -. r .. 9"t .,JJ l T' ' 



controlled at an early dote In tho development of Irrigation 
ftom the waters of the Truckee Rlvor,. , Th~re Is a contin­
ual danger, If the tltle Is not In the U.S., of complications of 
one kind or another which may become quite serious.'' 

According to a subsequent letter of Mr. Walcott's to the 
Secretary of the Interior dated May 11, 1903, a group 
which included brothers Mortimer and Herbert Flelsh­
hacker, Messrs. Schwabacker Ounlor and senior), Mr. 
Heckman and P.L Flannigan of Reno claimed title to the 
property. The Conner (Lumber and) Boom Company, 
contracting with one Murray F. Vandal(I), actually con­
trolled the outlet, with the Intent of utilizing the water for 
power purposes. 

The Flelshhack~r group noted, according to Walcott, 
that they had acquired this property for the marvelously 
discounted price of $10,000, owing to the expediency 
required in the division of an estate of which it had been a 
part. The land's actual value, they felt, far exceeded this 
Investment, and their asking price to the government was 
$100,000, a figure arrived at only in the face of the pending 
condemnation suit. 

Negotiations and legal maneuvering continued for some 
time, with neither side willing to give any ground. Exactly 
how the change in ownership finally transpired will per­
haps never be known, as no correspondence between July 
of 1904 and June of the following year is Included in the 
Department of the Interior files. However. a letter of June 
22, 1905, recommending the award of a contract for con­
struction of a concrete dam, evidences the government's 
inevitable success in securing title . 

. In the end, the legal basis of Federal acquisition of the 
property hinged on Tahoe's bi-state status. While the 
Lake's outlet (as well as nearly ¾ of its surface area) ls 

-~ 
1 

... ,.,.,,,rrmly'i,rt'allf5rnlil]°the TtUcl<ee''R1vers·l!vtmtoatterminus fl,. 1u1 • • 

is Pyramid Lake, Nevada. Thus, control of Tahoe Basin 
waters remains under Federal jurisdiction, a status that 
continues to this day. 
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Homewood All the Name Implies Resorts/ Hotels > Homewood 
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NORTH TAHOI! WIIK M1tch 20 • 21, 1Nt 

By ca,ol Van f.uen 
Cov,1ov QI' '"' Nullh L,~. h ho- H111011cal !:,ocotlV 

"Homewood: All The Name Implies" 

___._ 
GutttunJoy • ltlaurely momlng on the Hotel Homewood porch, t bOIJI 1113. (Photo courf11y 
of a,,.,d R. Jonnaon, Jr.) 

While I countless numbtr ol Llkt T1h0t'1 '#Ill 1horo 
IIIOrtl have bloom1d Ind laded OYlr thl y11r1 11kt , o 
many lragllt bloaaom,, MYlrll IUCh ,n111priNI htYI 
managed 10 1p1n hall a century. their 1ppa1I 1urvlv1ng 
Ch1ng11 or own111hlp Ind lhl wh1m1 ol lht vac1llon1ng 
public. One 1uch Homtwood llOsttlry can trice Its origins 
back over three qu1rte11 ol I c,n1ury to the 1umm11 ol 
11110 

It WIS In the spring ol that yt1r lhll Arthur Ind Annie 
Jo1t ol Woodland. C1lllom11. began construction ol thtll 
Hotel Homewood, 1n lmpoaing thrte-atory atructurt on 

lht t1kelhort betwHn F1wn Avenue Ind SltYlr StrHI 
The hotel proparty conalattd ol the parcel• numbering 87 
through 114 In I tr1ct or llnd IUbdiYldtd by Georg, 
McConntll In 18118 The ground floor or th• Jost• ntw 
building con1l1ltd ol I kotchtn end I dining room. with tht 
two uppar ator,u de'tOttd to aleeplng accommodations 
tor up 10 42 parsons 

A pier con11ruct1d during the Joar, 11111 1umm1r ol 
opereuon bee.mi the dtUvery point tor the Homewood 
POii olllce. Hllblllhed lhl v-ar belore. and therufler lhl 
Joar, pier WIS lht buslllng hub ol lOCal lrlnlj)Or11110n Ind 



communlc1tlon. Sine• n~ road puaabl• by 1utomoblle 
connected Homewood wit~ Tahoe City, trav•I w11 almost 
••clutlv•ly by boat, and ,th• SIHmers TAHOE and 

• NEVADA. which shared duty.II mall p1ckel1, also carried 
p.usengers to points around th• like, for ••curslon, u 
well II to appointed destlr,1tlon1 for extended vacation,. 

Hotel Homewood was from the llral an affordable • 
alt~matlve to such posh re1reat1 u Tahoe Tavern (six 
miles to the north) and The Tallacja dozon miles to the 
aouth), and the popularity of the 011'1 high-mountain 
hoatelry grew each year. A number of cabins and platform 
tent• soon doUed th.t hotel grounds, providing all manner 
of accommodations to suit the requirements ol almost any 
visitor. 

Recreational activities Included sunning and bathing on 
the resort'• acclaimed pebble beach, rowing, fishing, 
hiking_ and • In the evening - dancing. A large, open-air 
platform adjoining the hotel was initially the scene of 
these nocturnal activities. However, this location proved 
to be too close to the hotel for guests who had elected to 
relire early, and within a few years theJosts had completed 
an Indoor dance pavilion on one of the parcela 1crosa th11 
highway, Dances held In this commodious hall, fes1onn11d 
with Chinese lariterns and draped with bunting. wore a 
popular diversion which drew crowds from up and do"'" 
the west shore and beyond, Over the years, manydllferunt 
musical groups oci:upled the bandstand, the best known 
being Eddie Howard, a Woodland native who went on to 
national lame as a vocalist and bandleader. Even alter he 
had gained a wide following, Howard continued to return 
to the Resort each fall for several weeks of relaxation 
before returning to San Francisco to begin his long­
running winter engagement there. 

Arthur Jost pused •way In the early 1920s, but with the 
help of a hired manager, Mrs. Jost continued to operate 
the concern (by then known as "Homewood Resort") Into 
the late 1930s. However, Ill health was beginning to take Its 
toll, and following • stroke, Mrs. Jost determined to sell 
the property. 

II waubout that time that Don and Bernice Huff, also of 
Woodland, heard of the resort being for sale, and In the fall 
of 1938, they completed negotiations to purchase the 
property. The following spring was a busy one for the 
Huffs, who contracted with local builder Norman Mayfield 
for an extensive remodelling of the hotel. This main 
bulldlng had seen llllle In the way of renovation since the 

HltlUTAGJ: Continued on page 16 

,HEIUTAOE contlnutd from page 12 

josla first opened th•f r door, 10 th• public lrl 181 o. t>ul 
now II put on a brand new face. Tti• form•r kllctieri w11 
panelled In knolly pint and became fhe btr ,, f1c1111y nof 
avattable on thw prem1ao1 fn Mra. Josr, 11meJ, whll• 11>1 
dlnlrig room, formerly In fhe center of lh• 1>ulld/11g, wH 
mowd 10 Iha lake s1d1, 11tord,ng i,,nera • ,weeping 
pariorama of Upson Bay. 

Another of the Huff's additions to an already popul1r1lsl 
of amenities waa the S,iack Shack, • food COIICtMlon 
located at the tiead of the Resort pfer. Her• gue111 •'Id 
day-use visitors could procure a delicious h•mburger, 1n 
Ice cream cone or• postcard wllhoul leavlng the beach 
area. 

Acrou the highway, on the /oundallon of th• Josi's 
former dance pavllllon (which had collapsed under the 
weight of heavy snows the wl11ter prior to the sale of lhe 
Resort) the Huffs built a commercial structure wl)lct, 
housed a beauty salon and barber shop, a dress shop and 
a curio store. Today the building Is part of the Homewood 
Ski Area • the cream colored commercial structure 
,11u1ted on the highway directly below the ski hill, An 
express office and Union 76 filling station were also on 1h11 
property, offering visitor, all fhe conveniences of home 
away from home. 

In 1964, alter 25 years of operating their thriving 
business, Don and Bernice Huff sold the resori to Helen 
Al rich. Mrs. Alrlch's plans Included the dernolitlon of some 
of the property's hopelessly aged structures and the 
upgrading of others, with the construction of additional 
accommodations to follow, However, II wu about this 
same time that construction of the Basin-wide 1ewer 
system was moving through Homewood. The etaggering 
cost ol connecting the resort lo the sewer on • per-onlt 
basis, plus the seemingly Insurmountable pjle ol agency• 
generated red tape, finally dissuaded Mra. Alrich from 
pur~ul.!!11 he!.obJeclive. In J983, ~he abandoned ~er P~!'' _ 
and sold the property to the Topol brothers• Nathan, Peter 
and Steven, 

Since that time, the resort has begun lo show signs of a 
rebirth, with the renovation of the Hull's old Snack Shack 
Into a charming lakeside cale, and the rovegolaling of the 
reS2f1! grounds· bataJoa.Jrom..vears .altr.llllDl.iruLJH 
• with truckloads of native plants, Perhaps the future holds 
yet more marvels for visitors to Homewood Resort. 
hearkening to times past, when Homewood was, In the 
words of Mrs. Jost, ''all the name lmplles~• 

f 'l" IJ fOI • • ~ 
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ly 01,ol \/1n llttn 
Cou1I11y 111 Th• N,111h La•• h h111 ll1tlollt•I IOflllly 

"Get 'em 
While They're Hot" 

111, I111I,.d I ll found It Tahot I hlgll 
an,Mtt" notortov, 101 inducing • h11rty 
ll'Pfhll In •~n 1111 mo,, tndlll111nI .. ,. 
- IM'""'' ~U•r OUfl for Ill• mll•h1gh 
mvncl\1t1 1111n I d♦ltCllbll donut, IUty 
turnow, or flaky cI0i1Mnt? 

Oo•n I11rouo11 tn1 •on, mtn llavt llun• 
~ltd lfttl lrtlll•b•••d dthgl\11, ytt In 
T 11\0t'I early dayt, IUCII OOOdl Witt llltd 
IO com• c,y. A ftw local cOlfH IIIOPI 
Olltttd I\Offltblktd pll, will\ 1nocc1,10111I 
donut truotd III from Sacr 1menI0 to 1>111~ 
IM monolony, ytl tl'lt TahOt ., .. COUid 
not l>oltl • prol)lt bakery prior tllt mld-
1$301. 

Ho•evtr, dUflllO 111, lalltr half ol 1h11 
dlCldt. IOCII tnlrtprentull m1dt up for 
loll Umt will! IM 1lmo1I 1lmu1t•neou1 
opening of two b1lr.e "1opa 1t lht 11onn end 
of Ille lake. About t 935. followtra of raised 
dough ,...,. d.ilgllltd lo d1teo11er I fl.cl• 
gllng bakery II not1h 1I1I,un, . In 1037, 
after .,,...,., aucctssful "''°"' 11 lht 
orlg•NI loc:aUon (In wh•t l a now Ine Crye• 
Ill Bly Slt1lr.hou11), lhl1 bualn .. , , known 
11 the Broclr.way Bakery, movtd 10 Iha toot 
ol the Brockway grade. Whitt • WIii• 
,11ntd reputation for fine biked gooda 
continued lo grow. 

In 1956. Tllo Brockway B1k1ry WII pur­
chU•d by the wa,nscoet family who con• 
ltnue. 30 y11ra later. to oller I d1lect1bl1 
usonment ol biked m1rvtl1 11 lhe um, 
1lortl1011I llllbhslled IIHrly nall a century 
ago. 

tr'lt plact to oo for• tuly wa11,Iy of 111111 
u well u convlwlal conwrullon WIii\ tht 
0011111110110n ol lht Saftway Shopping 
Centt, In Tahoe City, 1111 Bu1r1 fflOYld 10 
new qua,I111, their proximi ty to tht ntw 
POii Office enhancing the IPOHI Of an 
1Ir11dy popular community oatllt11no 
plact, Bury told 1111 thriving butlntlf Ont 
yHr prior to • 1t0onc1 rttoc111on, 01u1td 
by It'll dtvtlopmtnt of tht l.lghthOUH 
Ctnltr. Now IOClltd on I1\t 0I1\tr lldt of 
tllt Poat Olllct. I1\t b1ktry cont1nut1 an 
acllvt tradt undtr lht ownttthtp of Brian 
Ind Lynn McKHvtr. 

A compuallve ntwcomtr In lht rtilm of 
IOCII putry pallCtl WII tilt SIUZ Blktry, 
IOCllld In tht W11trwllHI building ntxt 10 
Fanny Brldgt In Tahot City. 8111 and Bon• 
nit Starz, who llrtt Optntd TIit Sterz Rn• 
t1u11nI In t 975 (In the building which hid 
orlgln1lly l>Hn Oonaldton't Rntaurant • 
lattr Old Tahot Junction Land Company 
and now Squaw Vallty Sporll) ft1turtd 
hom1b1k1d brHdl and dtlHrll II l)lrt of 
their regular menu. 

TIit o,...rwhtlmlng popularity of aucn 
Item, 11 their 1).graln brt1d and carrot 
c1k1 IUOOHIOd tne ft11lblhly Of I NPlfllt 
retail bake ahop, end 1tvtral y1111 later, 
their bakery opened for business Just down 
the llrtel. Asslsled by Ralph Taylor (whost 
T1ylor'1 Bakery In T1hot Park l\1d l>Hn I 
popularatop in tne 111801). the Sllrz optr■• 
lion wu I growing conctm, tfflploying u 
many II five blktra during Ille bu1y 
summtr months. 

A 11cond Noni! Tahoe ralstd dough 
dispensary, 111n1d lbl)Ullhe same Um1u Mr. and Mra. Slaruold their bUSIIIHS in 
th1 8rockw1y Bakery, wu Hoyt's Dough• t!Mlt l o the Harringtons. fo,merly ol New 
nut Klng. localed In Brockw1y v ,1I1 (now Orlt1n1. wlln Mr. Slarz staying on to 
bitter known II King a BHCh). tnt bual• Instruct Ille new owner• In tho tint point, 
n11udvert1std .,.ht Sime F1mou1 Dough• of hlgn altitude baking. Howtwtr, under 
11ut1 You Have E11Joyed From Cout To 1111 naw owne11hlp, bu1ln1u did not con• 
Cout; Ind bollltd lull fountain ltMCt In llnuo with Its original IUCCIU, and 1111 
lddllion to their baktd 00001. HOWtvtr, bakery rtetntly clostd Ill 00011. 
1111, wayside stop. m1r11ged by Roy 0. Tooay half a dozen blkerlescan be found 
Kelly, did not 111Joy lht popularity of Ila between TahOt c 1Iy and nonh ataltllne. 
competition and tided from view atte, only wltll HYtrll more specialty bike shopt In 

" 1 ftw YNII of Ol)lrallon, • • I Squaw V1ll1y. And, In apllt of I/It lnc:re11• 
Ho dI1c:utslon of local blktrlu would bt Ing omph11l1 on diet, with lt1 prohibitions 

, ,.~PTi'lte ,wJtnout mtnUon ol lht T1llo1 lg1ln1Uuohlndulgtnet, ll\turgetolnvoI,... 
I Clly"J'JU,v. louncfelfti; t'eo"'nJrd1Bury In IWltllllt.wlt/l •••"•WN!'JI ... ., .. OflteH 

1t51. Orlglnally located In Ih1 Vernon crol111nI la II atrono II tvtr •mono M!YO-
Bull<ling (In lht 110refronI now occupied c11oa 01 culinary graUllcallon, U1url11g 1 
by North Short Tr•velJ, I1\t Bury't marv.. hoallhy lulure for our local l>lktra. 
IOVI bakt,y qulc:k.ly • .,~ I 19pul1tlon 11 

I 
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By Carol Vin Entn 
CourltsV °' The Nollh l ike Tahoe H,IIOIICII Soc1eIv 

NO ONE CALLED T: 
In lht rt1lm ol tr1Ilers Ind hO\JMCl,S, the lut few 

dec1desh1ve wrought some m1rvelousch1ng11. The very 
de11gN1ton ·,r1iltr'· htlrktns back lo lhe dlyS when 
archetypes of the modem molor coach were little more 
thin tr1n11ent shNt-met1I lt1rdrops which llmiled ont 'I 
tN1tImum 1~11 speed 10 25 mIIH per hour. 

Hiil I century ago. the seasonal nature or Tahoe lilt In 
general joined forces with tht austere de11gnsot tht t1rly 
tow-behinds to encourage thei r striclly temparary use. 
Trailer Camps were die rule, wIlh nighlly and wHkly rates 
lvtli.blt . Triller li ving It 1h11 timt 1ctu1lly bore I deCldtd 
resemblance to camping, u the first models merely 
provided weatherproof portable 1tor1ge for one's be• 
longings rather than :any 1c1uaI shelter tor their owners. 

However, the fledgling Industry was respanSlw to the 
buying public, and enlargemenls and modlflc1llons soon 
rendered the Stile of the I l l hlbitlble, I I lt'ISI on an 
overnight basis. Tahoe's b11ol building seuon·encouragod 
the prolt ler■ llon of these h1u1-,n 111clendas. ano by tho 
lite 1930s. permanent trailer "parks• u 1s1ed In both 11.i'l9s 
Beach and Tahoe V1sia. 

Today's Tahoe Vista Mobile Estates, a 62 119@1..: ~,::,It 
now managed by Howard and Jan Wilson. nu h~ llv~ or 
si x owners dunng Its half-century of existenca. Kings 
Beach boasts no less than six trailer and RV 91rlt.1, tht 
largesl and oldest being North Shore Mobile Home Park, 
managed by Sue and John Stalford. An addition to this 
park, In the 1950s Increased its capacity to ,s spaces, 
including some for RVs. SeW!r■ I Klngs Beach faclhlies 
offer trailer spaces u a supplement to their rental cabins. 
Thesa Include Blue Waters lodge and Trailer Park, wi th 1, 
spaces and lho Barber family's Hand of Fortune Trailer 
Park. with 12 RV spaces in add11t0n to Its lour rental 
cabins. O'Brien's Trailer Paril, Rainbow Court and Wh1s• 
pering Pines round out the facilities available in Kings 
Beach. 

Ari Frodenberg Initiated the first trailer p111t In T■hoe 
City In lhO early 19501. Betwten 19'9 and 1980. FrOdtn• 
berg had the job of gllekffper of lht oulltl dim ill Tahoe 
Ci ty. Frodenberg supplemented 1h11 Income not only by 
an eccounhng and 11.11 preparation bu1ln1ss. but by 
renting Oul trailer apacts on tht grounds aurrouncllng the 
Gatokoopor's resldonee. The IWetping bll CklOP 11111 by 
whlcti his 1onants gained access 10 the trailers la 11111 111 
8V1denco today, forming a elrcle around tilt prope,ty. 
which Is now• Stale Park 

Frodenberg·, 10n-ln•l1w, Daryl OtWalt. WU h11 IUC· 
cessor In tho 10b or Galokoopor, and continued to operate 
tho Ira lier pa,k unlll 1968, when respansib1llty ror control 
or the gates came under the Junadicllon or tho Federal 
Watormuters Olhco In Reno and a resident gatekeeper 
was no longer needed. 

The popula111y of Frodenberg·s trailer park kept It 
operating al capacity, suggosbng the practieab1lity of a 

Since the early 19705. a diminutive Tahoma trailer park , second such en1erprise in Tahoe Cily. About 1955. the 
begunbyP1ulSihria,hasprovidednortheas1ernEIDor1do potential ror another park was realized when the part-
County with a limited number of mobile home spaces. nership ol Wi lllam Cook and Jim Williamson undertook 
Located on 10th Street, this seven to ten space racllily is tho development or a 150-space l1c1lily on the property 
now owned and operated by Bob Campbell. who pur• directly across the highway from Tahoe TrH Company. 
chased the operation on Silvia's retirement . As early as 1he This venluro, known as the Tahoe City Trailer Court (1101 
mld· 19205, contracts tor deeds lssued'on the sale or some connected with the preaenl Tahoe Ci ty Trailer Court) 
west shore subdivision property spocllically prohibited lasted ab0\.11 three years. maki ng up In color for what It 

...... ..IJlltp~QltcaiJeiaAwnpaa~.~asls, an~ ..... ,. 1~04,~ JO!JQe~t¥-J3~.Jtie enter~vt RY!~MY 1'\'G· 
1 retull. Tahom1 ls'the only west shore community where cumbed, leaving • YOld that was soon filled &yibe •~!Srts 
mobile homu ean be round. of another partnership. 



EIE:M: RVs 
In 1959, with the Squaw Valley Winier Olympic Games 

loss than a year away, the Tahoe area was experiencing a 
tremendous '"boom," and new residents seeking year­
round housing were pleased to discover a new Tahoe Clly 
Trailer Court, offering accommodations which were both 
convtnlent to town and economical ror recent arrivals. 
who were at the mercy of Tahoe's seasonal job market. 
The new facility, owned and operated by Earl Peterson 
and Mel Deluca, thrived under their management, the 
constant occupancy of ,ts 100spacesattesting to the local 
need for low cost housing. 

Some vocal Tahoe City residents condemn the only 
remaining trailer park. Others point to the great number of 
senior citizens who reside there, retirees for whom the 
trailer court represents the only local housing within their 
llnanclal means. In any e\18nt, this largest of North Tahoe's 
mobile home parks will keep a date with destiny this lall. 
when the Forest Service takes over the property on which 
it and a number or other businesses are presently 
conducted. November 23 Is the deadline by which all 
residents of the park must vacate the premises - a 
monumental task to be sure, especially In view of the 
non-mobile status of many of the park's "mobile homes:· 

The closl,,g of the Tahoe City Trailer Court will mark the 
end or an era In the realm or local trailering, for though the 
operation of other parks on the north and west shore is 
sure to continue. the closure will leave the Tahoe City 
community totally without such facilities. And whether the 
reader considers the demise or this park an aesthetic 
improvement or a social setback, there can be no denying 
that the change will have an Important effect on the 
demography - as well as the demeanor - of the 
community. 
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ly c.to, V111 Ene11 
Cout111y al The Notth UM Tthoe HtslorlCAI $oc:.ety 

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK'' 
Thi p&ec:icS community of uke FOft1I 11 • rtminder 01 

Tat1oe·1 Hrfllf Ol)'I, tllougll '" ..... , .. ,,y dt .. topment 
tuggealtd & m0t9 tlutthng future. Fl rat Mfllellletll Of"'' 
• ,.. c:ame abovt 1159, WNn Home, D. 8ul10n laid cial/TI 10 
tl\t laullde meadowlanda ol ltlt c,weli wf11ch now titan 
hit name. 

8ut10n contributed hit 111, 111,,. to local COior, labrl• 
~••ng for Ilia wi•tot1 endll• grand llltt wllich 1ooi,. up 

wtie,. hlto•n rnarwlousuplolll 1-tltoll. Burton prowicMd 
111, uu·• r,,,, acllldulld ma~ ttnice. sailing (or rowing) 
llit .... n-con IIOOP. EDITH BA TTY. In I counltrtlOC:hriN 
roull which tool,. hitn a week to complele. When Ille 
-.Choontr; 11 he p,.ltrred IO c:all htr, wH rttu·lld hQ,11 
MMC• In favor ol I IISltr t101t. Burton used hit lair craft 
11 an ucurslon and fishing boll. 

Whtn not engaged In marine ac:th'lllts. Bunon found 
11ma to cu/tlvalt I large garden. 1111 product lrom wtilc:h 
ht ulld to 1upplem1nl the bill ol lart lo! hit 1nson&1 
board,ngllOuM and campground. Bount,lul crops o f 
buc:liwllf&t. timothy hay and O&II added IO the n,putlltlon 
ol 1'1• tallnd Farm II a fen,te mNdO-.iam. 

In 1111 1880t, Burton sold 1111 300 t crt l&rm I..) An:or..t 
Russi. whoM name gr1ct11111 upstream meao~~ ol 11\1 
Burton CrMII. drainage. Ruul. • dAJ,ymtn who po~ 
tu.111.0 th11rea 's1gra111n11111111,o,t0 ,n ll'lt 1~F....:ui·1 
widow marn1d Frank WIiker. a rtlaU,• ol 1111, l11$t 
llusb&nd. and Ille fam,ly', IIOld1ngs btc:1m1 .. nown II lht 
Walker ranc:11. lht main house ol •h•Ch SIOOd near 1111 
pruent s,tt of Tamarack Lodge. 

In the 1ra before roads rimmed lht basin .• Ltk1 Fo rest 
WIS Ille refueling SIOP of lht uu·, SIHmers. Ind I llug1 
wharf near 1111 present Coast Guard p,er was 1n o .. rwater 
cacne for conswood consumed in the vnwts ' voraclout 
fireboxes. The wharf wuappro.dmately 3001111 tong. and 
e.tp1nded from a 1110,. width of 251Nlloa tennln1I width 
ol 50 Ifft. The 1te1rner TAHOE a tone. In the d1y1 btfo,. 
lht wu con\'erttd to an oil b urner, consumed O'ltr lour 
cords ol wood per day. so lh1 proc:tu of supplying her 

fuel wu monumental Much of 11r1 wood WU lllneSlld 
ne&lt>y t nd llildded '° Ill• wtiarf by IHffll of horlea. 

7 L..~ ............... 
.. . ·• ~. -. 1,•• 

~ ~.- r 
- ~ -~k =t - ~ -~~-.:;~:-~:.~·! 

TNl SltMII# ll"twlll D//U 111111 ◄ 
.,._ /lllol6IIANI/Umoitlol11Nt#'1 n .,,_""'UJ4JIIC)NIT -,,va.-,,,,,. -/U'6> • . 
,W /#11 IID TIii ldlW -W 'T1tiD -i .-01.t INT-~ 11D i 
~(lltn,{D:J'•.»:J'OIP,.;tr'llt_.-,,,._ ~,...-S 
?Mo,•~ 41 (l)I#~ . .MD6""'lf ~ ,,,,,,_, 5 A.it--~~ 1/flt:r. • .,, U1I# -..... ""'/JI !!.' 
1W u,r-ONfflD lV aM ()t • ...._ af .IM.Utl"11Jf NIO C 
lluilU {Al s:Jl. l{Jall ~ .tlll«Jflf.-CJIST6ul/lelf~ :t 

Nodiacualion of Lt~ Fo,.ll would t1ecompi.t1 w1111ouC 
mention of 1111 Filh Ha"11ery. ni. hatcllery ope<abon. 
tttablished ,n 191 Oln I bu11d1ngcloser to T&hot Ctr, w11 
mo .. d In 1111 1920. to tht fo,mid&bll. grtlfHOOled 
~c1lity, wtltre till ,.iring of hall onc:t provided I aumme( 1 
employmen1 lor li.dgllng journa list JoM Stt,nt>ec:li. 

It .-as not unlll tilt 1930a I.hat u ltt Forest could botst 
a ny serious commercll11ctivity. Etta Tyltr't Lt~• Fo,.tt 
Grocery was among tarly local 1nterpri111 d111ng to ttlt 
1111 1930t.. Sewrat motels Ind I hthng station also sprang 
up al>OUt this time, and 1111 t,ijldlng of a growing number 
of 11asonal 111ldlnc:t1 w11 aided by tlll fou,,c:1,ng of 
Sn)'der Lumber Company In 1939. 

Ari 1d which ran In r,110. Topic, during tllt summer ol 
194&re1tec1ed 1111 commtrcltl upswing wnlc:h Ltkt Forest 
enjoyed In 1111 11r1y postwlr years. Sewn bualntllH 
particlpattd In the adwrlislng campaign. Including 
Btcc:lli't Bir and Restaurant. P11c:at'1 Groc:try Slore, 
Fing1r'1 Beauty Shop, 1nd nur,.n1·1 Ltkl Forest Rtt• 
taurant. owned and Qperated by Grecian and Margueri• 
Uur,.ria . Though Lake Fo,.,t 111111w1ys bffn primarily 1 
summer llabltallon, 1 ttnse of some permanence w11 
eallbliahed with tno opening of I bran(h ol lht poatolllet 
on April 18, 1947. with Luc:lllt H1ug1 II po1tml11rt11. 

Ptrlllpl ukl Forell would bl quite a dillertnt pllc:e 
today had it not blen for t decl■lon o l the calllomla 
Division of Highways to lhorwn 1nd ,tralgllten the Tahoe 
City approach to tht Dollar Gradt. In about 191S4, 1111 
•-ping. lh1dld hor111hoe now known u Lake fo191l 
Road CtlNd to be part of Hlghwey 211. and with the 
cloalng of the post office soon tlllrtalter. 1111 community 

,, P>-"WU"Vfrtually' 111""4' n,a,,-•,amptlon frtli'lf 1M .__."' 
Ind buetle ol neighboring Tahoe City. 

t I 1 
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T1hoe Blltmor~ 

HOltnl TAHOI WIIK.......,. NM U , 11M 

t-tA>,YdOIII NS-.. 1 ... tt.•nd "••lt)ltno,. 
..,..,., kJc.at N\vet10re a,. •" .,,. oroceu of 
p,o,,,no true !IN Oki •~ oy Onng,ng 
-·I.,_.. ol ... PHI The OC>,ect a l 111., 
• -IIOft. tl\efa mou1 """1n S,,O,. g.o,n,OQ _,,,_,,_duMg,._l&Olq...-. .... ...,.,, .... .,_, ,_ .. .,.._. 
~ - NI, •Muffled lttG"9•n• buaine• 

- Tllloe Bdtmcn. 

deca.s.. Nllng II In IN 10 I g roup 
com_.i Of EdGII Hol)llle. ,ao,. Qc,.,,, 

and °""" C,ow n,,, tno. '-"Y pert• 
.. ,. In • ,WW Yo,lr. _,..,,o •ta«Y, 
lu ted on•y • yoor on IN "->11h s,,o,o 
ca•no-belo19ulllng""1 CO,-,.,lld 
Uncaln Fit,;klld lol F'l"~oln lleno) 
In 1907 

lJnde< IN Rtl;-1 ""'en:,;,,. Ille 
e111111oro -• ~ .... c, L.;>dg., tNI 
beQlft ID enjOy I pe- d ,....--
-pmenL W,tllc.,l!,),,11<,.._ (_ 

Resorti /Hotels, Tthot BUtmott 
carol Van Etttn eou.ttton 

0unng fie ,,~ MIi .-,Y 1--. tne 

f'l~•--IO­
••-IIN--,.._.~ 
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101 Warwick's Tower 

Only a few can 1till recall the ttructure, rlalng bealde 
Highway H on the CUM of the road which mark, the 
nor1tlbound motorl11'1 laat. OYer•th•1houlder view of 
Rubicon Point. It waa a build Ing ol unu1ual dealgn, for ,t, 
two◄torlH had yet a third lewl perched abow tht 
enc:IOMd Portion, thl1 compact 1ymmetrical appurtenance 
giving tht whole facade th• look ol • CO\.lntry IChoolhOUlt 
with belfry. This resemblance. however, wa1 fleeting, tor 
though Bill Warwick's Tower wu Intended for certain 
educatlonal purPo1t1. It wat actually a glorified Nndwlch 
shop, which combined with ltt 1lmplt blll ol lar• an open• 
air public observatory ol marvels visible through Its two 
lofty ltlHCQpeL 

It 11 no wonder that tnt Tower rtpretenttd 10metn1ng of 
an oddity. By tne time of tl'tt bulldlng't conatrucuon In 
abO\.lt 1930, Its progenitor had long t ine• earned a reputa• 
lion for tnt unuaual, and so Ila appearance on tht local 
honzon was tht cause of perturballon rather than aurpriae 
among aome arH re1ldent1. That the 1tructur1 wu built at 
111 wu owing to Warwlck'a persistence In pruent,ng hit 
plan to Osweld Kehltt, who with hla aon1. Georgo and 
Fred, WU II tht time aha ping the d11llny OI nurtly !ltd· 
ghng MNks Bay Resort. 

It WIS on a site In the Keh lets' Meeks Bay VlatA subdlvi• 
slon (actually around the point In Rubicon Bly> that war• 
wick sought permission to bulld his Tower. Just above the 
subdivision entrance. two adjoining lots fronting on the 
highway afforded I sweeping panorama ol tht Lake and 
surrounding mountains - tht perfect location, argued 
Warwick, tor a roadside cale. Perhaps against his better 
Judgement. the Senior Kehlet finally agreed to Warwick's 
proposal, providing the visionary with sufficient lumber 
and other materials to construct the roadalde marvel. 
Warwick would be respensible for the building and opera• 
tlon ol the eatery-obsemtory, and in turn, Kehlet would 
receive • percentage of the proceeds. 

The prominent placement ol the telescopes had been 
calculated to attract daytime business from the motorists 
passing on lhe highway. The evening trade, it was hoped, 
would be compriNd ol the lively crowd looking tor a bite 
to Ht on the way home Iron an evening ol dancing 11 
Meeks Bay Resort or Hotel Homewood's Pavillion. While 
customers enjoyed their 11ndwlch11, donuts and collee, 
they could admire tht marvelous Lakt vl1t1. brought alg• 
nllicanUy closer by feeding the telescope one thin dime. 

ICTS > Rubicon 61y > Warwick's Tower 
carol Van Etten Collection 

By Carol Van Etten 
Cou11uv of The North uke hhoe H,11orical Soc•••v 

On a Clea 

WIS trucked back to MNkS Bay Resort, where It WU used 
In lhe conttructlon of Hveral rental cabins. 

Actually, Warwick's greatest contribution to the West 
Shore scene wu made inadvertently. Change came more 
alowly hall a century ago than now, but talk among local 
realdents In the early 19301 portrayed hla restaurant• 
observatory as an unwelcome precedent to further com• 

Unlortunately for Warwick, the Popularity ol hia estab- mercial development In Rubicon Bay. In 1939, the threat ol 
lilhment wit not auftlclent to clear a profit. Following only jutt such development prompted a peti tion drive to rtalrlct 
a ltw Nuon a of operation. the enterprlM wit olllclally 111 commtrclal dtwlopment In Rubicon Bay through zon• 

.• 4)rono\l~ffl~,q..Gpq~~Jef\l,(OQ('~~~•~· reca111,U!.\,.,.1r~ 9r~1~,~sea.,W!.e llrst In El Dorado Cou~! Y)- '! did not 
demolition of the building, which he and Ph\f Gier under• come 10 lrultton lcJl 'M'iny anot~t~I Acilllt~ but I lht 
took during several cold spring daya In 1934. The lumber groundwork had been laid, owing In part to lhe brief e,clil• 

ence ol Warwick's Tower. 
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NOIITH TAHOI WIP JulJ 10 • 1, .... 

How to conduct • 1u<ctMful mtrchenc1111ng 1> .. 1,,.11 
11 l l kt Ta~ ? Many I ho~ful vel'ilu,.. lnlo thl ,.,Im of 
IOcl l ,. .. ,1 ..... (whether l>rllld H bOulfQ~ o, 1>1ro11n 
1>11tmen11 hu come 1n<1 gone In lht wink 01 1ny •~ ro, 
wa nrof a wo11tablt 1 n1we, 10 thet Qut1tlon. 8ut pu,...)"Ofa 
or dry good I Incl gew-oawt 11 lht l akt mut t I ll llp thtlt 
hat, 10 the SQuln-tl'I Nell, which 11nct tit roundlnq a 
d.Udt I nd . hall •oo hU bHf1 ,omtlhlng or • n lnatltu• 
1,on on lht .,...,, lhort . 

Aegrelllbly, 1h11 ,. lht hnel W'ttk or 1h11 g lonOul 
tni.rpn,., which CIONI Ill dOOfl for lht , .. , ltmt Wtltlln 
tM ntd ltw-ka. Meanwh,lt, lht med urge to make one 

• 1u 1 p119nm1ge to int 1hnne or lht 1qu1r,.., 11 prowng 
lrrHilllblt 10 tht ma ny loyal palrona who IH I I MnM of 
1011 at 111 lm~ndlng dtp41rture. "BYE BUY BUY"' p ro• 
Cll lma tht dtll)ily w.ndow, for nu, w,ttk Will bt too latt. 

From IN all/I. thf dtllthill of lht SQulrNl'I Ntll haw 
bHn guided by the crullve lmaglnat,on ol J ack 
.JOhannaen, wllOm owne,a John ancl C111111ne J a ne 
MtlCIII dHCnl>tH .,,... IOUIOl lht bUltntll • 1n lht d tm, 
far-off dl)'IOI 1071, wtttn lht MtlUll1conctl\lld Chi IOtl 
OI I WUI ,110,. ,. .. ii entt,PrlN wtuch,would bo 1011111-
thtng out ol lht Otdlna,y, J0111nnr♦n ntmld t mlntntly 
QUlltfted IOO,..,■ ff Nwntu,, . Emp,o~<t ,ll 11\11 tlmtl>y 
Saks Ftllh A\'tnut. JoruinnNn hid p,ecloua lllllt llmt 10 
0,,..,. 10 lht tllabltthmtnt ol t 1:0,. lrc.,, ll't ground UP, 
but loun<f "" ntw projtcl IUCh. PMIU&III d@p.i nv, f,o.m 
hl1 Qty ,eapona1bllitlt1 lhal ht b,,c..ttnt 11,Ct'Htlng ly 
inwolwed In Its opertllOI\. 

8olh JohlMMn Incl lht MtlCIIII lll'e1'9 l<k)I\ combing 
tht Molhtr Lodt country for au,table mtreMnclht lo hll 
lllt rlcill Incl lh•lwtl of tl'ltlr o riginal ,,o,. lronl, an 
unauumlng atruclurt al lht aoulhtHI end of MMdow 
Park RHoll (now lht tocahon of O.Orge ung11011'1 real 
...... olfict), ICfOII tht higllwly from lllt Mttk1 Bay 
campground. Howevtr, 1111 larg♦at part of lht lnvtntory 
wH comprised of Johannsen·, tt1•C1ion1 from San 
FrancilCO gift ahows, aprinklld with tht IC,0,11 of lht 
M•tcarra European buying t-.,ed,1ton1. 

I r Ce,ol Ven e nen 
Cou11oy of Tht NOflh ..... T t hot HtSIOUCAII lotJ•tr 

HI 

With in a ftw yura o f !ht 11ort'1 founding, MNkl Bay 
Retorl WIS putelllted by I/It Foreal Strvlca, ancl Int 
uncertainly or 111, en111y·a plana lo, the proPt,ty •uo· 
geattd lo tllt Mttcalla 11111 tht ti me WIS opportune 10 j 
rtloc.lle. Urch'a Plumbing Shop, .. th• IOUlh end of lht 
Homewood bullnt" dillt1ct. hid l>ffn IOld IO tnotlltr 
plumber following Mr. Urch'a death, and ea Ult n­
owner had not enjoyed his prtdtc:tuor'I 1uccea1. tllt 
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Continued from pqe 14 

Jackie Cook, whote Soupeon Reataurant 1n SluMklO 
at1Hdy enjoyed wide popularity, wu put In charge ol 
cuttna,y operations Under her able dl,.e11on. the ,.,. 
11u11nt WU an Immediate IUCCHI, ntarly alwlyl told 
out. and often serving lunch to u many 11200gueall In• 
tlnglo day. Some menu entrlea bort the namea of 
celebrated gutsta. Includlng Judge (Thomu) t.4cBtlde, 
Gall Schlesinger. Brooke Walker, Incl I per10n1g1 aJmply 
referred to H tht "Old Yellow Oress.w "Squlrrtl Juice,~ I 
popular hOuse beverage, wu I dtcocllon ol lemonade 
and fresh ff\ll l. Jac1t1e'a desserts. however. were perhapa 
the moat memorable of the grand luncheon 1111. 11ch 10 
Indescribably dellcloua that choosing among them wu a 
dilemma of weighty Import. and later the talk of Trim 
Gyms here and abroad. 

In the early y11ra, day-to-day management of t11e retail 
business was In the hinds of Elalnt Wilcox and htr 
husband Bill. an ex•mtrine whose persistent study of the 
store·s merchandise quickly compensated lor hit tn,1111 
unl1m1llarity wi th antiques and related wares. Elaine 
Wilcox managed the store lor several seasons. but the 
dllltcull winters aggravated Bill's hHrt condition and tne 

·: couple 1Inally had to bow out or the operation. 

Management of tho store was then assumed by MaurHn 
Edleste,n. who stopped up from her poaitton u a 
salesperson. Shortly alter her promotion, MaurHn mar­
ried Craig K1elle, and when their son George was born. 
she rellred from the 10b ,n order to devote more time to 
her family. 

OMEWOOO, CAUFORNll>. 

In recent years. Johannsen's genius lor display design 
and Ms. Cook's wonderful culinary skills have bttn 
complemented by the able management of Nancy w,I­
llamson. who like Mrs. K1e1te was also a lormer Illes• 
person at the store. Now in her hlth season at the "Nest." 
Nancy looks back over the uperlence with fond re­
flection. "We have not been a store of necessity.~ sht 

property was aga,n for sale. Built in 1932, the im• 
provements actually included two structures: a shop 
connected to an adjoining warehouse by a covered 
breezeway. In the first few years of the Squirrel's Nest's 
operation at the new location, the warehouse portion of 
the complex was leased to loc3I building contractor 
Claude Cowan, who used the space to store his heavy 
equipment. "At that time." explains John Metcalf, "we had 
no warehouse as such. As our merchandise came in, It 
was all putout on the shelves." However, this arrangement 
could not persist tor long ,n the lace of the buying public's 
enthusiasm for the gloriously unique enterprise. and alter 
a few seasons. the "Nest" upanded into the warehouse 
formerly leased by Cowan. 

• explains. "We sell everything people don't need." 

It Is to the store's non➔ssential nature that she 
ettrlbutes Its popularity, adding that patrons have looked 
forward to a visit there as a social event as much as a 
shOpp,ng exped1t1on. The Squirrel's Nest lncludesamong 
,ts regular cHentele a number of well-known celebrities 
and members of Society. On any given day. amid tht 
bustling throng of shoppers may be found a few famous 
faces, agog. ltke the rest , wi th the marvelous decor. 

More changes were in the wind, foraboutthattime Saks But soon i t will be only a memory. Jack Johannsen. 
Fifth Avenue was sold to the American Tobacco Com- whose uniquely whimsical animal portralluros (a ma1or 
pany, prompting Jack Johannsen to leave the firm In feature of the store's displays) are finding Increasing 

· favor of lull-time employment at the Squirrel's Nest. The favor with collectors, plans to devote more time to hit 
" expansion ol c~•ueiaeel •lao!'ld41JPl¥~~ft lor the 

1
, .... ,.,.,,~•~1nq1:1;. ,W .,Jll~~~r the 1a1t ,.Ae.~11\ ,y,,r, ti\• 

addition of a kitchen, serving an open-air reataurant Metcalls have made some effort to 'fine! a buyer 6r tKelr 
tucked behind the two buildings amid towering conifers. business. they could discover no 1ultabl1 suectuor to 

Continued on page 15 continue under the Squlrrors Nest name. 
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On The Wat~rjront 
What more delightful apot to enjoy day'1 fading .llght 

thin It lhl edge of T1h01'1 Wlllry 1xp1nN, perhlpl 
alpplng. cool be\18rag1 whlll llatenlng to the lap of WIYel 
1g1ln1t the pilings supporting an over-water lounge? Thll 
sentiment 11 hardly I new one. In fact, the tradition goes 
back over a century to the early 18701, when r11identund 
visitors to the Tahoe scene were already delighting In the 
liquid refreshment dispensed by lwo over-water bl11ro1 
then In operation. 

Th• earliest ol th11e WIS established by J.B. Campbell 
and James O. Forb11 about 1873. The saloon was given 
the name Campbell's Cu11om House, as It was the popular 
custom of gentlemen waiting for the steamer to Indulge In 
a drink 10 while away the lime before b01rdlng. Campbell's 
structure, supported by • crib pier, 1110 housed the 
community's posl office, and featured further entertain• 
ment on the premises In lhe form of a two-table billiard 
parlor (one table for men, the other for ladles). According 
to E.B. Scott's Sage of Lak, T1h01, the Custom Houae 
structure (by the turn of the century under the proprietor• 
ship ol Campbell 's brother, Amatil Franklin Campbell) 
was deslroyed by the high waler ol 1907. 

The demise ol the Custom House left only one over­
warer bar on Tahoe's California ahore. This wu John 
McKinney's clubhouse, built In 1875 on the wharf of his 
Hunter's Retreat. McKinney had settled the West Shore 
site (located midway between the present communities of 
Tahoma and Homewood) a dozen years earlier, carving 
from the wilderness a rustic resort which soon grew to a 
lull quarter◄ectionof land, Including 13acresof llkefront. 
From the first, McKinney's two-story clubhouse was 1 
popular watering hole for steamer passengers and resort 
guests alike, this popularity continuing unabated under 
the proprietorship of Daw Chambers, who purchased the 
property In 1920, changing Ill name to Chambers· Lodge. 

By 1900. two more owr-water drinking establishments 
had made thelrdebutut the Lake. The first of these wasa 

I 
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structure located on Sugar Pine Point, part of a ahort-llved 
enterprise known II Bellevue. Founded by Captain W.W. 
"Billy" Lapham, this hol1t1lry WU another of the hall­
dozen weal 1hore steamer atopa of lhe day, In addition to 
Its aaloon, the overwater clubhouM alao featured • 
barbtrahop and poet olllct, 11,, malldrop being ofllclally 
designated "Sunbeam," 

Lapham'• venture, which opened In tht spring of 1888, 
wu vtrtually wiped out flye yeara later when • fire awept 
through the premise,, levelling all the ahoreward atruc• 
turea, Including a two-and-one-hall atory hotel, Hvtral 
cottages and • horae livery. Though tht wharf and 
clubhou11 were aaved, this conflagration brought an end 
to Lapham·• operallon, and the clubhouae building waa 
sold to Ephraim "Yank" Clement, whose own ho1ttlry 
(C11c1de Houae)• had met the aame Incendiary late 
several yearuarller. Clement barged the clubhouse to hit . 
property at the 1oulh end of the Lake, where, 11tuated 
firmly on dry land, II became his 11cond Caacade House. 

Beginning about 1899, E.J. "Lucky" B1ldwln'1 hoatelry, 
The T1ll1c (originally owned by Clement and then known 
11 Tallac House) provided over-water cocktail service 11 
the aouth end of.the Lake. Here two bara on the wharf 
ollered resort guests• tempting array ol llquld refreah­
men11, aerved In elegant style by white-coated barkup1. 
"The Saratoga of the Pacific," 11 Baldwin'• resort came to 
be known, laded from the scene shortly alter hit death In 
1908, and In spite of his daughter's ellort1 to revive tht 
concern, It closed Its doors forever within a few yeara and 
was torn down In 1927. 

While a number of local eatablllhments still dl1pen11 
aplrlts from lakeside locatlon1, only a aelect few can 
actually claim to serve their cu1tomera on the water. 
Oldest of theae (by a full century) 11 the Chambera' 
Lind Ing Bar, which continuea the tradition 11t1blllhed by 
John McKinney In 1875 and perpetuated by Dave 
Chambers hall a century later. Thia historic structure, In 
spite of Its several renovatlon1, retalna aomethlng of Ila 
original flavor with I decor which recalls 111 earlier dey1. 
The Interior w1ll1 are covered with over-sized pholo• 
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posters which depict the enterpnse In years gone by. This 
i histo ric bar can be reached either by boat or by car, ano 1s 

l 
open to the public daily. Situated in the lee of tall ,conifers, 
Chambers Landing Bar 1s a pleasant spot to en1oy a 

l cocktail. wi th dinner available a few short steps away at 
-= the site's own restaurant. also open to the pubhc. 

• Considerably more recent In origin, yet destined to make 
its own p lace 1n history, ls the Tahoe Vista lounge !known as 

, Captain Jon's. Propnetors of this establishment. which 1s 
.. ad1acent to the La Petit Pier restaurant. invite customers to 

take their boats to dinner. The invitation Is enthusiastically 
accepted, for on any summer night in the en terpnse's 
ample marina float a variety of vessels. ranging from classic 
mahogany runabouts and launches to the latest in fiberglas 
sailboats and cruisers. While manne patrons enjoy a 
sunset cocktail on Captain Jon's carpeted breakwater. 
they can keep a watchful eye on their precious watercraft. 
The bar and restaurant also provide valet parking for those 
amving by more conventional transportation. 

, While a number of other restaurants and bars - some 
accessible by boat - offer spirits, steaks, seafood and 
sandwiches at the water's edge. only a few can boast the 
§~Cial thrill of a drink or dinner on the water. A visit to one 

.... _ of these concerns recalls \neaaywt{en'sle·ameNaetivered ' ' 11' 'i!' 1 stt fl 
privileged clientele to their drinking and dining destina-
tions ... a tradition which. with a little imagination, can still 
be enjoyed today. 
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'fl1E L1Uffi 'f AHOE 
SIIORELINE SURVEY 

Uk• Tahoe on1oya • long-,1ano1ng 
"'P\lllhOtl U & m"ca tor l llulltrbutJt 
sia1,st,e1ana re,po ,1 111~1 Em•••ld 0..y It 
Num!>er t ,n pep1;ra111y H a tub1ect 1n 
''"''"' \IC&t,on art>uma \he ..,.0,10 O\tr, 
aM 01~• IOcal \'It>\~ o, ... u, • ., •h••· l)f 
c,,,,.,..,01,ng v,i,to111 In I/It urlit1I yea,~ 
or ,1, 1tt11tn11n1, 1110 Talloe Baton 111 .. oy 
1110 ,ts fflHtll,. ol glln-i>I••· Chrontcltrs, 
and 111 atatua u • bl-tlatt n1vtgabl11 
walt1"·ay •~ to Its early pholog,aphlc 
<f0Cvlllen11t1on, the ICtn,c \llue liking I 
ba,, , ~at to ,.gal concern, 

/\ 1e<011n111unt w oflorl C0!1ducled by 
lht L•k· Tthoe Pllolographlc &no,""'" 
Bur.ey dU1 1ng th• aummor ol 1011 prt 
,e,wea • rtcord ol the LO• a l1g11 high 
""1111 lt't'tl, UCffdfd 1h11 YHI U Irle 
reMtr~ol r hlltd behind lht ntwly-compltlt 
oullel work, Th, I UIYIY .... conduc:ltd 
lor 1110 Otp111men1 01 111, lnto,10111\d Ille 
Bureau of Rfol1m111on 11 • 1Hult of 
hllgeuon lnllt1led by I IUlltlld group ol 
l1k1lronl property owners who hao 1ul 
ltrtO tllt 11v1g11 of tllegally tmpounot4 
wa1er •• H-.orel potn11 a long 1n,1, po111on 
ol tho anore zon.1 

Conllnuad on nut P•e• 

f1Mrtld 11, Clmp Or uw·, 
l\owM end l>o,t how11 In ltll 
,_,1t,, L•"- TIIIH ..... UM 
s-,, Ju1, 11. ma. 
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The tlau ICIIM 11111 llltltlltd bV 11\Ht owntra, w111cn 
c•~ to llt ,nown u 1.111 ' flvt Cuoa: 1001111d lht 
1.0•••• um••• 1,n, 1>n 1p1>t1 wht1t "'II" wettr "•d 
1>1ouQhl 01m1111 to 1mp1owtm1n1a, for 1h11 IHIOn, 111, 
Nlly IUr\lV l)IOVIOH I v,h,llblt ltCOld ol 101111 ol '"' 
Llllt I Hlhtll hlblltllOI\I Ind hlbilt, CIPlu11ng Old 
Tahoe M\ all 11111111vetou111mo11c1ty, Through lht ltna of 
I IOnQ•IQOPUbllC .. ,v1nt.wt .... t11nqu1hlylono IOI\ 10 
1111101)' C1,p1>011d Ind c1nv11 p1trtll, whllt htrt at'ld 
lhtl9 t bll ol g 1nQt1blHd Of Ctdlll>tlk•t ldlng Ql¥ta a lltnl 
ol p,11111nenc,. TIit pllht ••• llntd will\ lht g,tnltt 
d1opp1nga ot '"' Gode, tnd Petltd Hphng 11111 Qllldt 
111omng vtcallonleta out onto ttntttlvt finger p111a 

D1oc1t.wty Hoitt la b Uildlng a new bath hOuH In tht 
aummll ol 191$, Ind In E~11ld Bay, c1mp,11 look IOI• 
Wlrd 10 lht dally 1111¥11 ol "'' StHmtr TAHOE whlle lhty 
matt tboul In woO<lon rowboat,. hall and aun atong 111, 
w,llowtd ahort In tht d t111nct, 1111v,,1111111 tmmori.l 
htndlWOlk , tor Lora Moort Kn ight hu ytl 10 plac, 1\81 

v,atngaholm cull, ti '"' hHdllndl ol '"' Uav hkt • 
crown jtwtl. TIit Umt It 01h11 • IIOwtr. Tht PICI It 
atrtnt. Mtmbtl1 ol 111, IUlvtY party, dltHtd In llltlr 
wor1t.1ng Qllb. attm hardly to lntrudt into lht Idyllic VIIW 

In contrut, 1 lollow-up aurvey conducltd In tht 1111 ol 
1930 le• much mo,, 11101ough record ol 1111 shortlint 
11111\ 11, p1tdtc1uo,. 01111110 Ult 1' 1n111v,n1110 Vtlll, lht 
numbtr ol ahort lOM IIIUCIUIH hit 11\0ltlltd 11110• 
nomtcally, The n11lon1lm1m1 for 1u101111vtl1ncou11god 
lht compltllon ol I pusablt IOld OIOuno Ult Llkt, glVlnQ 
1111 to counlleu 1t101ta and camps Tho 1uod,v111on ot 
ahottlint p1op,11y aoon lollowtd, Ind tht ClU ltt lor 

eccaaa to lht waler - 11111 Iha main arttry for Iran• • 
porllll(ln - brouglll new 11\0lt 10111 dt¥t lop1111n1 ol Ill 
lt.tnd l 

lht rttulleol "" 10301urwty11111111•lo1• 111om1n1ou1 
I IWO•YOlumt oomp,nd luffl ol p110101 Ind 01111, dell 
nt11ly lour 1ncht1 In 10111 lhlcknHt The Cllthtlly 
OIIIIOQutd 1)110101 dOOumtnl • fflUCIII IC>Wt( Wlltl ltvtl 
1h11 year, 1011ow1no tt'ltrtl d1ouo111 1111ont WIHlt 
1nhnl1tly mort t111tntl'lt, 11\lt COlltOIIOII l•c-• Ult ,1111111 
o l lhttlllitl turv1y Ptrtlll)I '"' dtcl1111ng WHlhtr ol lllt 
1111 tal)tdlloun WU t 110101 In 11\lt CC>n lrUI ny IAlt 
No'ltmbtr, 1030. lah<)t hid IIIUdy h•d Ill 11111 d u11111g 
ol 1now ., L•-· ltwtl,1nd lllt lmPtlldlllQ wtnltr IVldtlll In 
11111, pno10111nd11 g loom lo 1111 local ecen1 

AnolhtrChtngt which 11gnll1unt1y llltll lht Hl~h I • 
of'" llltl COlltCIIOn It 1h11 lht dtl(Htll dtllnillo OI 1111 
ChUICltlilliC ol ltlt Old lllt-11nl1htd , 11,ge,10,m•t 
of 101& .,. ropllCtd In '"' 1030 lludy by hlll •lllt 
QIOHtH, A m1gn1lying glUS It required 10 pick 0111 CIOIIII 
tn thtM l)hOIOt. Tn11 IUIVtY, too, 1, l\tvtllhtlOH 1 
trtuu,, . nohng IIIUCIUIH wllhln 1110 lhOre ,on, which 
u11tod mort tnan hall a century •oo. m•ny 11nc, 
dellloytd by 1110 torcoa ot ,no Sltflt WHlhtl, 

Had 1i11gatlon brought •01ln11 tnllltH ol lht Ftdtr•I 
oov11nm1ntno1 n1c111 l1111d thl11tudy, ptrh•p• no auch 
1owelydocum1nt1Uon would htllt come lnto••••ttnct In 
tome CHOI, lht turvty phOIOI may 11p111,n1 111, only 
record of 11nc1,vani1hod private wh1rv111nd olhtr ahort 
, one IIIU0tl.lftl, And IIIOUOh tnlttn 111111 hut i,.1rino on 
mcdotn loge I 0on1tdt1tt1on1, tno turvoy It p11h1pt tvtn 
moro lmPort1nt II a window on tho put which c1n now 
bo on,oyod b y an. 

•• .,, houM IIMtl c11111N1-
M1I le Ille lrec-••· Helll t11 

lht .. IL Leu T "'" l'l\ol0f19,t\lG 
I/lo,. u,,, ·-·· .1u1, ... , .... 

' I II p1 1~1 I ft I 
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By c.,ol Ven Etten 
Counesyol Tht North uke Tahoe H111oticel Soc1t1y 

Lake Tahoe's Log Cabins 
The tdff of ,..d,ng ,n e log eebtn holds a romantic 

•i:is-&1 f0t many~- P91tl1 P$ ,1 ,s the thougnt ol 1tY1ng 
~ by ,,..., in !heir near-natu,., stale wh,cll 
beckons l1'le n,sbC tn us to return to I aimpler hme. 
C.(talnly the asp«t of s,mphC1ty was an l rnportanl •••· 
nwnl In the use of log con11IuCllon by 11r1yse1uer1 ol lt'lls 
al'ld otner forested arus. though thei r concerns were 
uttl,tanan rain.r than aesthetic.. Logs we,w plenltlul ind 
NIiiy ldlpted to UM II t lhelter. Ind In the 1b11tnce ol a 
!NI tlley llad no backwoods IQUIJ ... build ing malenal. 

Thi Oklest 11ructu1"11 11111 1t1nd,ng on lhe Wut Shore 
wa1 p,echctably built or logs. t.oclltd near the mouth ol 
Getleral OHIL (now partol tne proptrty ol the Sugar Pine 
Fotnt SUr. PattL). ttus caOtn wu constructed by General 
WIUl&ffl Al,pps in 1870. the MCond log r11tdence built Dy 
Phtppeon IN quarwr Het1on of land towtuch he had 11,-1 
lltd Clalffl I Cl«lde Hrlttr. 

The or,g,n11 Phtppsclbtn, alsool lOg. lUd been bu,11 •n 
tl62-3 ICI051 lhe CrHk to the north from tne later s,11 
Thi ti"t 11tudure, • •lll IIS acc.ompanY'ng log b1m. w.:is 
111.afl ••1'1 decidedly less c.,-e than ill 1uccu.sor. t,e,ng 
compt\Md ol 11wtog1 placed w,th only p1U1ng 111enbon 
to f ,t or Chtnlung. In contrast. f'tu?PI MCOlld West Shore 
re~ncereprettnll the :aborious ellortsof a backwoods 
craftaman. In this structure. 11Ch mus,-.. log hu been 
tiewn to squareness with lhe broad blade of 1 1killfully­
-ioed IOU. Ind lhus filled to its ne,ghbo,ing I~ Wi th 
great prK>Ston. 

The only other llnown building 111he Like wh1cn uses 
a,15 type or log con1:n.,c11on ia found 11 Ille C.scaoe 
StablH, south of Emerald Bay. Bu,ll In the Hope Valley 
(aoutn of the LIiia Tahoe Basin) before the turn ol tne 
cenavry. 1h111m111 log structure was one ol seweral sucn 
Clbllll hl\Hd by llll Eb,ighl lam1ly IO lheer Slablos 
Pf()perty about 1920. Tooay, 11 IS the only 1urV1vor ol the 
ong1NI group. now Hrving the Ebr,ghll IS a SIOllge 
bUtlO,ng for rechng tack Ind eque11111n supplies. 

TatlOt Oly IS lhe p,e51nt-d1y locallon of MWJrll log 
cat>tns. 1111 oldest being the W•lson Cabin. ne-110 the B,g 
TrN 111 the Slreettn thec1nt1rol town. Nowlhe .. 1101 Tho 
Polter·• Wheel. this bU11d1ng wH onglnally buifl 1n 1 IIOOby 
Rooert Montgomery Watson II a honeymoon collage for 
h11 ion 8oo and new bride. 511111. following tile Watson·, 
occupancy, Ille bU11d1ng beame Hunr1 Gilt Snop, where 
Fem and HHu&lly" HunlaokSlnouin warHfora generation. 
Todey. lhe 1wo•tory cabin 11 111110 en tne Na11on11 
Reg•ter of Ht1tonc Bulld1ng1. 

A 51Cond Wal$01\-bUIII log cabin Is located Shtlll 
blOCkt away en lhe SllldOW of Ille Pepper Trte Inn. TI1ts 
broad-H-..d, Ont-story lttuclure WII Intended to d up• 
f,c11e the Yukon ceb,n occupied by Robert M. Watson 
dunng hl l ldWJnlur• In the Klondike Gold Rush. I nd It 
1ppropn11tly named "20 Below O.aco-.ery Cab,n.· Both 
Watson cab,ns are cons1ruc1ed of cl0H ly-f11lld round 
logs. wilh 1t11 lntt rsltltal spaces stuflecl wilt, oallum. Th11 
ma11nal, made Of lrHled rope l1ber1. WIS a '°'' ol early• 
day ln1ul111on which compen111ed for Iha lack o f con• 
formlty between togs. 

coun11yra 
Ille bay In I 
tne,w unltl 189 
J1m·1 brotn.r. 
from Ille We 
0 1W1 Cham 

l'"· •--•tt..,...••1 Jt •11•• '!'! .... ,. . ....... --t ~ ,.. .. •• • t 
• . ...UI In 1110, the O....ral ..... CMlll;localN 91 

• IA •l1ndln1 on 11w W•tt "'-· 

~ 



Log Cabins 
cabin •• localod I0YOral 
.ti♦ Peppor Troo Inn, This 
ire wu Intended to dup• 
ed by Robert M. Watson 
,nd,ke Gold Rush. and Is 
• O,seovory Cabin." Both 
d ol closoly-t11tod round 
1 slulled with oakum. This 
ltbers, was a sort ol early­
.11ed for •ho lack of con• 

Meeks Bay wu also the acene of two pre-0.pru,,on 
log cabin,. The, older of lhese WH built In 1920 by 
brotho11-ln-law1Jlm Murphy and Luke Morgan, gold 
country ranchert who had taken uue 101 secuon ol land In 
lhe bay In 18841 operating a dairy In the me1dowland1 
lhero unUI 1892. when lhepartne~lp (Whleh I IIO Included 
Jim's b1other, Goorge Murphy) leased McK1nney·1 Rtsort 
from lho Westhoff family. On the sale of McKinney·• to 
Oavo Chambers'in 1920, Jim Murphy and Luke Morgan 

Conllnutd on nut pag• 
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Ptoplt > EhtrMn (honw, bolts) 

urol Vin E~ C.olJection 

l y C.,ol Ven fnen 
Coutt•.., ol The Noni! LI._. Te,-~ s..c-y 

''Sidney Ehrman Day'' 
Ti. ....,., loeue ot lllte c:o1-,i 1• o,, ... n,a end 

pe,-ehllet Of ,,.. ~ .,,11 lillle -nlion ;,...,. ,,.. 
IIIOdem o., , .... CKCelM)ft8111,,.1 ,.,.,.nc .. nec•a.,y 
IO Dring loc8' IUelOty inlO 11en., S-"9«11 .. ), t40-.. , . 
.,. ... nton ffllt ... ·,c:a1enoa,1ni.no114JC/11 me,wiou. 
JOl"Mrt"'90WICC8! ~-,.,e-111e1t1CMMtWame1111on 

. lie-■ S.wni.-,, ""91AI II. 1111 date ol 1h11 1181) O.C- In 
U-, la De "-Id 11 SuQet PIN l'lllnl Slate Pltll. 1pp,oli• 
-lety OM llllle lOWlll of Tlltoffll on Tal'IOe I WHI Sllo19. 

Tht1 I ...... ll•lled 11 ~y E)l,_11 O.-,: , a an 
111111119( IO ~,.•te 1111 emootnl allftOll)n- or a Well 
~ __ , ol half • ceni.,,y IIIO, •• ,1 ••• enjo~d by 
,.lldenll Ind' 0"'"!a 11 PIN Lodge, 0,19inell-, 1/11 
__ , ,.,,.11 Of 1111 ... ,., Hellman f11111ry of Sen 
,,andlCO. 1n.1 -■-hi g,a,.19 iodge Ind Ill• 1.Nhc,. 
p,ocierty .t1<11 ..,,rouno, 11 _,, ~,ec1 11y the 
C.lifOtnte Slate Parti ly■llmln 1965. N WH lollowing 11\1 
,,..,nege ol Hdfflen'1 da1191111, ,to,■nce IO ~ , 
EllnMn 1"81.,,. P'Ol)et!y i.c.nie l)Ol)Ullrty•II01'1! IJ 11\1 
Ell1'81811&11te 

,,om Iha T ll'IOe 91.,,,.. •lrlllet M 

•n •-•I ,01e In 111e ., .... of foe 
IM only ■uillbll -•na ol foul • 

{ 

' 

l)l'Ot 101"8 d-~nl ol I pt-..011ion .. , cuchng N 
U•e 8-, 19()3. 11\1 yea, Pltw Lodge •II co,,,pleled. U.. 
quo,"881 Ind fflOII ~Of1aDII I/Ip IO 11\1 LI._. ~•n lly 
,.,1 Soullltrn PlfCfllC .. M« UlellOICI II la, 11 Tn,c: ..... 
_,,.,. pa-11ger■ 1,■ ,.lened IO • nano- gauge 1"11 
•11,QII Dtovgfll lhlffl 11111'1f!Wlllft9 14 ll'ltlea IO 1114 ,.,_ 
r, .. m Thi■ ffllflllte Ilk,.,._ IWHlll,Y. louted -

111,ll eovl/l Ol 8"1 Like Ollllll In TallOt c.rr .... 0.119...0 
lly w., .. , OerlorUI Bllu . 1111 .. ,.,. 1/dWtKt rwtltlled lly 
• .. ,.. HltllffllJI 10 d•.,gn Pine Lodge. 

Fout«o,e ~•" • · 1111 cowpalh wllicJI connected 
T _,- Clay w•llt 1111 WIit Shore ll'IIOt o..tlencl lr,-.J el 
DIii lmPC)lalblt, •ncl IO ''°"' Iller■• ltlt tril) conllnued Dy 
well-r. Comml~I Pl-"1111 MNice ......... Die lO.,,. 

o-nil public In "" '°"" of 11t•111110tt■• moll lllllOU• 
•"'°"9 lltt• being the S.S. TAHOE. A venllble ttoet,ng 
l)l~wl'IIC/lclrcled flt Ulle d•llyin au-,. 111t11ai.1y 
TAHO( pielled UP •nd dtll .. red paM1nge~ - •I Ind 
l,■.glll ., we!l _ , • dozen 1101)1 11ong Ill ,_ .. ,.1 
e1oc>-rov11. 

A ,no,e u iect grovp of 11, .. 11e,., bound for tne pn,,eie 1 
e.W.t .nicll dotted 1111 Well S/1019, wtt g,..i.d a t 11'11 
,..:.tf"IIC:e lemw>ut of 1111 narro.. gauge by one of c,,e 

J 
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-private launCMI, crulNrs or 1tdan1 maln1alntd by tach 
t1talt for the convtnltn0t ol 111 re1ldtnt1 and gue111. 
ThtN h1nd10mt o,att were the floating llmoaln•• ol the 
Ukt, tmllltr v-t no lt11 opulent than their commerclal 
coun1trp1r11. 

TM Ehrman Htete was well-reprt1tnled by vintage 
w11ercraft, wilh1Wo of the moat famoua lamlly boats 11111 
allw and wtll on the Lake. Tht older of thete, cu,tom 
built for the Ehnnanaln 1822by Fellow11nd Slowart, lea 
3e-fodl cabin launch known .. the COMET. Thi• eleek 
eye-catcher, now owned by tho aw.n Owvna family, 
once transported the Ehrman, and their guest• to and 
from lhtlr appolnlod doatlnallon, In g,.nd 1tyle. 

NORTH TAHOE Wilk A&,tuet 14 • 20, 1 ... , ... n 
dfeutar Continued,,_ ,...1, 
CHEROKEE, I n•mt th• ,.taJnt to thl1 day. TM o(Jg/NI 
four-cylinder Hall-Scott engine, t'IOI IUlled to ,,,. I,), 

cre11ed horstpowtr rtqul,.mtntll of Tahoe'• high t ltl, 
lude, has alnce bffn replaced by I l'arger powtr pi,n1. t>ut 
the boel 1, othtrwlte tMtntlally uocha~. Ind tod•Y 
can ltlll be ... n In WIit $hole walera wllh ~ Lawrtnet 
V, MtlCllf 11 lht WhHI. 

Bolh lht COMET and lhe CHEROKEE WIii be on 
dl1pl1y 11 lh• Slate Park pltr on Saturday In tht eompany 
ol • number of their mahogany contemporarlta. In 
addlUon to thl• marine diaplay, vJntage autoa sUCl> 11 
those which might have visited the Htllt In ,,,. Jase, 
pre-war year1 will also be ahown. Some participant, wfJi 
bt wHrlng period c01tumt1. and a trunk ahowlng wlll be 
pruented, Th• Reno Brau Quartet l a tchedultd to 
perlorm mutlc of the period. and a, photo dlaplay on the 
hlatory ol !Ake Tahoe'a mail boeta will be on view. 

An open forward cockpit placod tho COM[;.r0 marine 
chauffeur out of earahot of the p111enger1, who rode 
further aft, either In a separate encloNd cocJcplt or In on 
open lounge In lhe 11ern. The boat'• apPOlntn,onta 
Included wlckerfurnltureand I largeov:.I 11ft ring afflud Houra of lhe Sldney Ehrman Day ft11Mtit11re 10am. 

, to the roof of the enclosed cabin, agaln11 the poulblllty , to -4 p.m. Your attendance 11 1h11 e¥tnt will be well 
of• marine dl,.ster. rewarded by• varlely of acliviliH which ~n be en;o~ 

by lhe whole family. 
TM Ehrman·, daughler Ester's taste In boats ran more 

1ow1rd 1peed lhat stateliness, and a few years afler 
purchulng the COMET. Pine Lodge took dellver0.a.n 
one of lhe newly-popular runabouts then being man~ 
facturtdbythe Belle l1leBoa1and EnglneCOmpany. Thia , -:---..., ~ .... 
gleaming three-seat speedster, known as a Bearcat, 1 

shared Ila model name with an automobile counterpart 
built by SlutL Featuring a ra ised deck, lhe boa I was fitted 
wllh brau hardware. since In 1925 (lhe year of her 
manufacture) chrome was nol yel available. 

In keeping wllh lhe local popularlly of Indian ap­
pellallons, lhe Ehrm1n1 chrl1tened lhelr runaboul 

Continued on page 27 
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Ir C.,of Vin Etten 
Coutt•rt °' The Honn Like Tehoe Hlatotlcal Socltl'I 

Captain Richard Barter 
Herrnit of Emerald Bav 

Of au Like Tatu>•'• wond,,., tht,. la 
none so well known norwldely sought out 
by vllltor1 to the region II Emerald B.ty. 
Even Ila name auggHII 1neh1n1ment. yet 
molt who make thejr pllgrlmag, to lht 
cha.rmtd lnltl would agree that any name 
bestowed by man f 11111h0rtof adequately 
dt1Criblng the alt,-. magnflcence. 

While mod1m-d1y throng, gather to 
wilneu this beautlful ec,ne flrst~and, tht 
Illa WII In Hrlltr day, lht domain of a 
tingle soul, who11 ll()l1tlon•Hrned him 
tht nickname "Hermit of Emerald B.ty.• 
"Captain Dick· B.trterwu the name of this 
alngularly-bleued lndl~d~I, hired In 1863 
to o.,.,.., the property of Ben Holladay. 
Jr .,son of the overland stagecoach baron. 

Al the sole year-found r11ldtnl of lht 
alpine rewat, e..r1er hid no permenenl 
n1lghbor1 within 15 mires. Holladay'a own 
n ... -room, IW0•IIOry realdenc, II ti\$ 
northwe11 tnd of the B.ty w11 only occu­
pied In summer, and 10 the adjecenl 
cottage which stMd II B.trt1(1 dlg1 wa, 
effectl.,.ly cut off from "clwUlutlon" tor 
the balance ol the year. A eecond reel• 
dtnct built by B.trttr on the touth eldt ol 
the B.ty't rocky Island put him ,.,.n further 
out of communication with the outaldt 
world. 

Barter, an old Englllh seaman who11 
ra~utatlon lore prodlglou1 alcoholic cape! 
city 100n became legendary, seemed to 
lhrt.,. In his leofattd surroundings, ven• 
turtng out by 1klfl oron hlueff-bullt sloop 
whenweatherpermltted. Thechangabiflty 
of focal meterologlcal conditions 1ome­
tlme1 worked to B.lrtt(a detriment. how­
ever, and many a night nw him progress• 
Ing lhrough angry 1ea1, propelling himself 
byalttmate pull, on oars and Jug until ha 
had gained the wharf and made l11t. 

Barter had more than one brush with 
death related to f u1t 1uch Inebriated four• 
neys. Ont 1uch trip In 1870rtsulted In his 
capsizing off Rubicon Point, having been 

~ 

blown lar off courst by an unexpeci.d 
gale. While not fatal, thl1 mishap co■t the 
·old utt• ■tvtral tOfl, which became fro• 
zen and gangrenou, .. I ,.IUII of hll hlV• 
Ing spent I number of hour1 submerged In 
lhl Lake', chilly waters. Following hl1 
1111-emputatlon (aided by the um, 1plrill 
which had contributed to the necessity of 
the operation), Barter kepi thl IOfl In I 
box, dfsplaylng the "ory specimen, to 
visitor, to lllu1tr11e the story of hl1 narrow 
e,cape from the clutches ol death. 

·Caplllfl Olck· believed that ht might 
have the good fortune to die a natural 
dNth, and to that end he labored coont1111 
hOurt on Emerald lsre. hewing a tomb out 
of the unyielding granite prominence. He 
bum a small frame structure o ... r the 
eieavatlon to ahltld It from the weather, 
1"'1 !et It bl widely known that It WII his 
wltn to be buried In thl Island gravt. 

Such .... not to be hie fate, however. In 
OCt:>btr of 1873, another ol Barter'• 
fllu,trlous expedition, In starch of drfnk 
and compenlonlhlp spelled hll Ind. En­
rou11 from Tom Rowf1nd'1 Custom House 
on the south thora, B1rtar'1 lallhluf aloop 
NANCY was once again drfwn olf coorse, 
only to be dllhld 1galn1t the rocky 
Rubicon Point. 

A starch party reported sighting the 
rema Int of the 1pllnttrtd era It, and re­
covered a single oar found floating neart>y. 
The 11cond oar did not matertalize until 
lour months later, causing local lnhabl• 
tants to speculate that Barter had taken It 
down with him.and only later releaaed It to 
return to the surface. 

Though ne.,.r ofllclafly recognized by 
cartographer1. the name ·oead Man·• 
Island'" remains In popular use by many to 
this day. a memorial lo the plans and 
preparations of Richard Barter which 
proved to be no match for TahOf'I awe­
some displays of weather. 
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CASTLf; N THf 
In rocont y1111, 1110 on•1011n-oll•1011n o f Leko 

T111~ ·• No1 111 8 110,, c1111no1 have ,ncou,ag,d many 
& orr1•b ound 01mblort to I Olk ,,,, I OUlh tnd of tno llkO 
v,1 aomo obeorvo11 wllh 1n eye to 111, lutu11 bollovo tnal 
,,,, North WIIIII ri te 1011n, cillng u 11,ong ov1donce tho 
reopening of C.l•Neva LOdge, T11100·1 0 10111 Citino. 

Evon boloro Tahoo bocamo wldolykno""n 1111 ml•t•hlgh 
gaming p111dl1t. C1l•Nov1 WU engeged In a hoallhy 
11100 with qu1111 d1lf011n1 bula: 1011 ee111e p,omouon. It 
aooma • common 1110 t1cllc of tho day promptod tho 
con11,uc11on ol 1h111111 Lodge, which Included I dancehall 
and c1bln1 among Ill ruat tc ottor1ng1. 

In an inlorvlew conducted by the Oral Hlato,y Ooparl • 
mont of lhe Un1ve111ty of Nevada, Reno, no rth 1ho11 
1ogend No1m1n D411z (one of Cal-Neva·, long line of 
owne11) dete1l bed the ctub'I humble beginning,: " Bob 
Sherman built tht Cal-Novo H • guoet houao: Britz 
expi.,ned, "'IO ii w11n·1 open to the publtc II Wit whe,e TM Cal•Ho • ·· Main Lodtt dttllOrff 111 1tJ1 b, lltt. 
they took p101pec1110 1011 1001 oai.11 to." 

"Tho Cat•Novo wu ope nod In May of 1 ~J.7. · O•ilz •u ni 
on . .. I got tno,o during tnat month, or maybe ,iarly Jun,. n, 
uved up 1111110 money• I had I few lhou» nd 0 0111,,, bul I 
got gambling. II d idn't take tong . no,e t a,n, broke ~gain, 
Nol only broko, but I hid wrllton tome chtckf I eouldn't 
cover. So owing Sherman 1n11 money, I wt!:)I to wor1t," 

The 1rr1ngemon1 worked out welt, according to Blitz, 
and 100n 110 wu buty peddling 1111 0 1111 tor Sherman. 
"Wo hid tn1rtyorlortythouund Iota drawn out on paper;· 
Blitz recalled. "We uaed to tell them oll the map. we hid 
whit they call " flat 110111" In San F11nclaco, Freano and 
B1ke11fleld • all over the 11111 of Cali fornia, We'd have 
lunch somelimu, w,th locturea every half hour. we·o get 
people In there and then we'd thow them photogr1ph1 of 
the Llkt Ind toll them Wllh. low down, and pay lor their 
ticket to Tahoe:· 

"The only way to get 111,,, thon wtth any dogreo ol Ume 
oraalety wu byt11in," Bl llu11pl1ined. " The train ran right 
into T1hoo Ci ty. And then we'd get them up there and 
maybe the)"O buy 1 $350 or $400 lot that would be 
probably hall way to Truckee . • • I remember that year we 
,old 17.000lots UP II like Tahoe. Thia WH great until the 
Oep1111lon came, and then we got II all b1ckr' 

Biltz proYOd 10 be I whiz II the , .. , HIiie game, Ind 
before long She1m1n owed him about S•5.000 In com­
mlatlon,. Unable to pay, tho developer llnally agreed to 
t lgn the LOdge 0¥01 to Biltz. In need of Clah lor bigger Ind .. 

better promotion a, the now o wner In turn t old Int property 
to the partnerti ip ol J1m11 McKay and William Graham. 
Thi• time the price waa $65,000, Ind the pertnerahlp gave 
BIIIZ ton Pit cent down. wi th lht b1l1nc1 due 111111 end OI 
the ae11on. 

Thing, Itemed to be going B1llz'1 way unti l the club't 
gala ,.opening. when he once again tel the gambling b ug 
get the beat ol him. The next afternoon, 11111 g~gy In tnt 
wake ol the merry celebration, he 111,ned U11t hit previOua 
ovenlng'a IOIHI had erued Int debt completely. "I'd 1011 
the $51,000." 11id Bl itz. " but they were very good to me. 
They loaned me S500togoloutof town. Nwau 11erylovely 
1pol, Cal•Neva, In lhOH d1y1." 

McKay end G11h1m would have bHn quick to echo that 
1ent1ment. Their fortunt1 were In flower, lor peralttent 
lobbying ellorta In favor of 11g1llzod gambling In Nt~d• 
llnatty p11d ofl t1rly In 1931. According to 81111. hit 
1uccesaor1 were the 11111 to cap,tallze on the new leg11-
f1ti0n, opening tho door, of thtlrformorly-l lllc1t CHino to 
the gene111 publle. Bu1ine11 boomed. 

Built on the boundary betwffn C.llfom11 and Nevada. 
Cal-Neva onjo yed a unique location - and one not 
overlooked by the pr111. During the winter ol 1931. a , 
popular Broadway play called LIGHTNIN' took lor Its 
Httlng juat IUCh I ltne•atraddllng ,1,uctu11. Wlttl the 
arrival of g ood weather, the lllm veralon ol author Frank 



ly C., .. V111 ltMn 
eou, ... , ot ,,,. Hot1n u k.t 

T t h oe HitWtlC.II '°"4tty 

'1C•n•tUN.,._,...12 
I tie LoOoe• eo~ ..,. wtut.1t c,,,ew~ ,~, 

lla .. lone J)O!III tnd ~ e1-4>1nM Of ~ l tf.,_ ler.e ~ 

SKY 
t11con·• tllg. p lly ... 1hoot1ng on ioe, uon II Cal•NtYI 
.. ,in w ,11 no01r1 Cby 11'111 tune • figure of in111na11o naI 
c -4ebllly) playing lht lead 

The Lodge• ruttiC enttno,s Mrwed 111 perfect bactr.drop 
tor Mwe11J tetlltt In tile him. ~,,o g11n.1t 
tormauont prottuded into the LoOgt • 0 111,119 room..,,,.,. 
,1 mel Ille rvgged al09e of I"- 11,u, tnd unpeeled loo• 
fo11Md C>Oltl u1eII0, and 11111no, watts. nsing 10 •~ted 
"'"" l,o,n whlCn qua.nlty con1n,,.c, C111ndei..t1 were 
-~ Rainbow tf0\11 ... .,,. h<klM lpeelllly, Ill 

'""" "• ••u1ed by"" ~Mnce ol a rock hok:hng-f)OOI 

Undet ,..,,_.(, ~ . ""'~ ~ . ... ..,...., 
of tn•ru.nment ffl'Plo.-d..,. f~. •nd --. wJlt"'t• 
~n 10 11wmc,1e I Ten_. To-n Wt,01 WttO ~ 
J♦-1. Judy 011\fnd, Hit Cole Ind I flOM of ~-1'• 
llmovt 11111 MldliMd II N I.Mge. d tl~ llolM"'9 
room only c,owo, flOffl She four,,i of .Myto LlbOt 0et 

Ho,iwtwer, the C"-O't popullt,ty H 1 n •mt~ 
_,.,.d,H ltlChed ... peek dut~ ..,. ,e;git ol Adle<• 
,uccelfOr, U1t King of s,,. Rat PICII • Old 81ue fret 
,PY ring F11nk S.na111·, i.tm of p,os,,,.,o,.,.,;p. u-. .,,..,. 
' '""' 11'0 h11 loy-, hlndh,tl of lnendt i.n_t lhttt ~ 
\tytt IO lht Hllbll9'11Mftl. ... m,ng IO ll'lllfflb in.- notel 
1J 1utho,,1.,. ,n 111 ,11 lo,ms But in. 11\0ffflOUI •PP"' Cl 
lheM p11m1tr tnltnall'le,. could 001 o,,91comt _,,., 1'\e 
Ne111d1 State Oam,ng Common,on •••-..d H 1U.C:.C 
IMCXJ1llon1 Wl lh o,gan.a<i crtme 0w-,,\Htll0 6'Nlla t 
i.g,1 appe11. the comm,_, ,.'IIOlied hit Q•mino ioeente. 
forcing hit Hie of the ~ •nd t>ring,ng to 1n end • '°'°rl ul era a I Ult Nortn S,,O,.. 

,n one comer of me oi111no ,oom 1n10 wnIcn flowed • 
con11nuov1 CIICadtof bubbllng.1tteam-cold .... ,., Whole 
POPI' .. , mus,cilnt held sway t,om.,,. b•ndtllnd bnlde 
.,,. 1mmtnN stone heat1n. daneel'I crowded lhe 1100,, 
oown tht ctnllr Of Which ... pt;nled a lint pu,por11ng 10 
o ... ,oe flt two 1tattt, 

the tameol the enterprlM, IC)Ufrtdon by11t1MOC4!.on 
Wllh a poe>ular fflOYle, br<>u9M .,,,, .. Md bvlA,... t.111) 11'11 
more t-,ne. w,11 Roge,1and a num1>e1 of o ther Holiy-ood 
~ne• hid been ,,.quent v,s,to,s on lht no'171 "10f9 
dunno lht production of UGHTNIN', and of N•. IOt'l'I 
returlltd III later yu11. helpong IO enhane• tt,o repi.tauon 
of sie en1t,priM. 

Cal-HtYl't tonune1 hlwe r,ten and lallen 11nce F,nno 
b'8111t aman Rod Cloud !Ost h11 g11n1ng Ileen• a tier onlt 
two ye_11'1 Of oc,erabon o-.., I MOl~helllnQ IClndal. and 

• when San Mal.a whttler~te, JOn R. Perroton a,~ 
to buy lht b'81ne11 10< $17 m,11,on, h11 frtud on .,,_ 
MCUllflg of a IOan IOI purc.naw s,_qUllhtd fl• deal 

But th• glllter and glamor attracted another son of 
element. and a ctt111n unwe4eomt Infamy begin Cd be 
allOCllled wilh lhe Lodge ,men frequent v,s,tat.on of 
underworld f1gurea lnspll9d rumors of lhld'I' ln-nc>use 
~u,11. In 11137. a 1111 swept through the main Lodge, 
feaW1"9 It • pile of alhe1. and IC)eCulallon of IIIOn ... 
g, ... n tmpttul by tht Ulllenct of bunks of lumber all 
,eady at hind In tht Lodge p,rking lol on tht n,ght ot lht 
bla,. - m111r1111 from whlCJ1 lhe new c.J•Ne,,. wa~ 
quickJy bi.It. 

As 1966 began. Cllarlff Blulh ,cqulted N fll!l<MIS 
pto perty. and a,nce tnat bmt ,,., t>ten working &o return 
Cal-Neva to Its to,me, glory. Earlierth11monlh, Bluth wu 
g 11n11d h i~ oam1ng hcenw . and lht Lodge 11 now ,n full 
operation . 81uth'1 Intent to rtilllhze the op♦ratoon .,.. 
eludes rtnova11on ol the -ind11n Room· 10 111 ongmat 

Though a conclushe ca,e to, lhe Mc:Kay-0,aham part• 
ne11t11p·1 connection wtlh Ule underworld was ,,..,., 
dt-.eloped, lnvetugallon tllefltually etiablilhtd enough 
evtdence 10 convic;t the pair to, rna,.1 lraud. and their long• I 
ltmt manager. Elmer "Bones" Remme, beet mt the owner 
of ,-cord. Under Remme(1guid1nce. butineucontinue41 
to boo .. m, Wllh lht shady lll)KI of Iha ttlabliahrnenl 
helping 10 Inc, .... ill famt. Lu11.u,y amid NlliC eleg•nc• 
wu the byword. WMe "Cally" Holdtn's Band ("1,o,n 
..,._ncn pl1ved · lfflln mu..c.· ouie,. enjoyed lhe 
·;;;r_-~J.d~'i,,il~~'ta~'lli \hi :Alf.'' or tippled 1 

Contlnutd on nHt pa 
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The butlllng Cal-Neva-lodo• durtno 11, heyday 

appearance by removing a facade built over tho native 
rockwork during Cloud's tenure, 'and an upgrading of 
other laciht1es. Long-time patrons ol the grand utabllah­
ment look forward to these changes in the Lako's oldest 
amlng establishment - a return to the days v.hon Cal• 

Neva was truly ''The Castle in the Sky." 



lThe Year-Round Club 
110 

' !Tourism> L,ke T1hoe-Slerra Assod1tlon 
Carol Van Etten Collectlon 

(@eu fl.ak!.~ ~--·-) 
L The Year Round Club·-

Theflnt llakH mayyel be i.rofl, bl.A the 
pa•lng ol Llbol Dey, tradillonany, the 
halmaltl of epplOldllnQ ■!Aumn, 111,ne .. r• 
lhele• Imbued the llmotphe,. with I 
finality which cannot be denied. Thi 
majority of caaual relidenta ha .. '"lell the 
hill" for the Ml■on, while rellrNI Ind 
othera enviably oblivious to th• achoo! 
calendar ally on, enjoying the brN.ry ,un 
ol September. 

Al the dlyt grow lhor1er, the 1e, .. , of 
quaklnO aspenalOng the Tn,ckN RI .. , are 
1udclenlyyenow.1nd will t00n ahacle only 
the WOffflL Bualne• ■cltwtty alowt notlce­
•bly, yet commerce la not contemplating 
ctoaure •qulfe lhe contrary. Excepting the 
marine conceulonal,., ■ndotherMa■onal 
ente,prtNa. the bualne• aector la rather 
regrouping • and dreamlng of 1110w. 

How .. ry differently the community 
grffted fan half• century ego,aadtpartlng 
ucatlOnera faatened ahuttera In place, 
-~l)Ofdlehllraandmadellnalpttptra­
llont agalnat the forthcoming aeaaont of 
their abMnce. fn thole tim ... one could alt 
on one'a Front Sltffl (Hwy, 28)por"'of • 
Labor Day eftemoon and wa.e 'ti I t!M4y 
proce•lon of can heading out o• IOWfl -
until next year. 

Not that the ye&(a revenu.1 _,. ,lrictly 
, limited 10 aumme,. By Ille -■rty 1030l, 

aome buslne1M1 did reopen br1afly fo, tne 
winter holldayt. In fact. that Idea had NCn 
g1 .. n Impetus In Iha late 192() by Iha 
Tahoe Ta .. m'I regularty achtd!Aed "Snow­
ball Specials" - P•••ng•r train• Whlcl'I 
ran dil9Ct from Sen Francltc0 to the 
Tavem'tdoorattpon wtn1erwNkend11nd 
hOlldaya. &t In IPII• of tl'llt bllef lllrtation 
with tourism, the local butlneu community 
gener■ lly drowsed through the white ae■• 
aon, awalllng the p,omiH ol spring. 

By tha late 11130a, ho-ver, the INd of 
an Idea had begun to garmlnate In aome 
p,og,..1 .. mlnda. What about winter, 
enyway? Snow had already bNn demon-
1trated 10 l)OIMU recreational p,opertl11. 
Why not Inform Iha publk: of Tahoe'• 
ample endowment? To this end, • late­
tummer edltortal In Iha Lakt Taho, Ntwl •poll• enthu1le1llcally of Iha coming Ml• 
aon: "Thar•,,. many plan, lor bigger and 
bettar win tar 1port1 In Iha lake region now 
r11dv to be carried out for the eomlng 

......... ih&Mr".&t"'&nflcl'id lf(iicllTdrll tThlt 
year will be an idHI one to Introduce 

yourNII lo Iha pl .. 141rH ol I White 
Chrt11mu. • 

And the winter of 11137•3' did lndHd 
prove• memorable liege ••. doubly eo for· 
any ad .. nturer who mlghl have joined lhe 
local populul that yNr, lo, IIIOWI .,,. 
proeched reco,d depth, and Mnutlonal 
accounta In San Franclaco n.wapapera of 
the Tahoe communll(1 n.er•tarvetlon 
prompted en airdrop ol fresh loodatuNson 
the Tahoe City Goll CourM to apare fur1her 
(llctltlou,, It developtdj 1uffellng. 

The bigger and better winier plant 
alluded to In Iha editollal ware new, ffllCM 
clear In Iha pagH ol the New,. for 1h11 
publk:etlon failed to arwwer the bell forth• 
11131 .. ,aon. INvfng the Tahoe Taruer 
once again Ta~ 01(1 only nawtpaper 
(Ind that on I publllhlng IChtdule whlc:h 
ren only from Mamollal Day to Labor Day). 
Winter tourl1m In the Baaln w11 1tiU • 
campaign fo, the future, but '1>00ttellsm" 
had become an Important ■tpeet of Tahoe 
.,.,commerce. and Iha lame of tht region 
beglll 10 grow atNdlly. 

lncrNalng HMOI travel and thegredual 
retum 10 btack Ink In Iha weke of the 
crippling Otpre11lon -r• getting the 
public out on tha open road, and .... ,.1 
local entrepreneur, began to exp tore waya 
to 1aure that the while 1ldewall1 Pointed 
In their direction. In 1h11 purauil, they 
lncreuingly shared with each other Iha 
wllldom gained from their 1ucceU11 and 
falk.irH, hoping to Improve their mutual 
vlalbiUty. 

In the apllngof 1939,lhaformalionolthe 
Like Tahoe• Sierra Alaoclation helped to 
give direction and unity to publicity elfortL 
The lledgllng drumb11ter1 100n d•• 
ftlOptd whit w11 to prove • long and 
happy retatfonahlp with the Automobile 
Club of Soulhem Callfomle, through 
wholeofllc11theydlatrlbuted publlcatlona 
which extolled the virtue• of Ille lake 
Tahoe Region. 

But Iha I.Ike Tahoe• Slerre Alaocl.ltlon 
had tcarcaly begun Its campaign to make 
TlhoeahousellOkl-rdwhenalOngcame 
Wortd War II, postponing the publlc'a 
opporl!Jnlty to enjoy !heir new discovery. 
Yet 111 spite of this Immediate obatacla ,o 
butlneu IUCCIU, the word WII out • In 

~~~1rs~wr~·••m.n.1r. .. ll'°r111 

Continued on page 7 



Continued from page e 
scenes on tho homo lront. Memories of the High Sierra 
paradise helped keep less Idyllic thoughts company In 
many minds tor the duration. 

At War's end, crowds flocked to tho Lake In unprece­
dented numbers. Commerce was enjoying a sharp up­
swing, and the number of local businesses mushroomed. 
"ALL YEAR HIGH GEAR," sang the lake Tahoe Tribune. 
What about a year-round, all-weather road over Echo 
Summit? It was only a matter of time. 

In 1946, the Tahoe Topics (a newspaper which survived 
slightly over a year of weekly publication In the early 
postwar era) Inaugurated their Year Round Club. In that 
far-away fall of 1946, according to the newspaper's survey, 
there were as many as 35 Tahoe City and North Shore 
businessmen who elected to remain open all winter, 
braving what might come (or perhaps rather what might 
NOT come) In the spirit of the pioneers. 

That winter, public transportation left the driving to 
Greyhound, and once arrived, whether by bus or private 
car, the visitor could be confident of finding lodgings and 
dining facil ities, a grocery, a druggist, a filling statl9n and 
an automotive repair shop which could get his car running 
well enough to make It back over the hlll. 

The campaign to keep the commercial cobwebs brushed 
away was not an Immediate unqualified success, and 
many lean winters ensued. In order to survive, tenacious 
residents found It necessary to dabble In a diversity of 
employments, with wintertime work exceedingly hard to 
come by. It was actually not until 1949 that a growing 
public interest In downhill skiing led to the development of 
the' Squaw Valley and Granlibakken Ski areas, which In 
turn generated some new jobs. What we now know as the 
Granllbakken Ski Area (originally the Tahoe Tavern's 
Winter Sports Grounds) had already enjoyed Its share of 
fame In 1931 as the site of the ski jumping trials for the 
Lake Ptacid',Olv..niplcs, but Squaw Valley was yet to have 
Its moment In. t~e international limelight. 

That moment~ the staging of a local Olympics at Squaw 
Valley In 1960-- was the beginning of the end for the 
significance of ,the Year Round Club.· Interstate 80 over 

...... '"' '* ""•• .. _,..., -~...QO{\f\Af.,ij,IJ.mffll~-an all-:weather, four-lane highway, was 
completed the 'tollowlngyear/ 'provlcSlncrrrm~h~rttiproved· ·111 II- 0 , 1~· • II 

access for winter sports enthusiasts. And so with nothing 
to discourage its success, the concept of Two Seasons 
was off and running. 

I I Ob 
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Victor Wikander - W'dderness Resident 
Wilde,,,.. uNd lo beglll wllll • smd • • Too many g--• ego. Ole 19,m Nrwd lo dellne ■nyplKI 

llCu,,g I f911C1enf IIUffl&II popul■ IIOl'I. Howell9r. II .. .,. 
.-e,q;,ansoon lay its "10'9dl(;cla,m on - lend. man·• 
encroachmenll began to Hcnoe 10 Wtldeme• • more 
o.fino• lfllc,e. and finaly lo 1u0dlwide it lnlo 1re11 (Into 
wllodl IDClay fflOf9 1'1111 I CIIUll inlNIIOft 11 regulalld by 
pemul>, 

In 11122. Ille Wi111nde11 IIOfflellHCled Ole ~ 
llllnd on Buell llllnd Like. an IIOll!ed loc:lnon appro•­
lm■ lafy eight air mllH due west ol ~ Polit on 
Tehoe'a -at aho,._ The •• pr ... n led - .,,,_ 
c:on1truc:tion prob1«m1 o ... r •• of wllldl Wlunder prowd 
maaler, Nell ln ha tum. 

Tlla moll b111c obarac:le 10 ~atrucnon •H Ille 
d1fflcull)' of ICCHI. All buolding rn,terl■Ja fl.Id IO be 
brought fn II lar II lhe Aublc:on Spring, Holal by way of 
Ille Old Rubicon Stage Road. Befo,e Ille tum of tne 
century. lhi1 rulltd. rochtrewn "'orouglll■IW connected 
Mc:Klnney'I "'Hunlel"I Home- wllh Georgatown Ind lh• 
mining dillnc:11 of Ille WHrem Slope. 

Ourow11 local DICIICOUftlry,I0lllewHI of uke Ta1141'1 
,_.Siem ltlotw. II an unuau■Jly rugged and lonely lerTaln 
-llellee ltll name Oe10t■IIOI\.And IIIOuQII e■cft )'Hrllrg• 
numbers of c:J~ir.•-2 Y1S110rs come 10 partak• of 1111 
pes10ra1 C:.nafitl of Ille llncf1 ¥Ht unspoiled reac:11e1, It 
IIH bNn Ille pm,leg• of I 9')1Clal , •• 10 know any p,,t ol 
II II lntlfflalely 11 did Vlc:IOr Wikander. 

Thia 19111 c.ncury n,11,re of Ille Finnish woodland■ wu 
not 1c11uat IOjoumeri nloour local wiklemess. Wiklnder 
iu.w 1t1e lerrttory u■ ,eaidenl for beginning fn 11122 (and 
for more lfl■n u,,.. 0Kadll lhtre■l'ler) he ICIUIII)' 11...ed 
ltle betl pe,t of Nell IUfflm■ r far from Ille ldYIIICII of 
"'Ci•lizalion• 1n hla hand-ouill cottage on tlut amaller cf 
Buck Island uJce'a two 11nrne atolls. 

By tlleNrty 19201. Wikanderhad 1fnt1Cly1pent1 '"'" 
dell ol lime in DelOWion. He tiad '"d11C~ ~ · 
Tanoe in 1110911 lhe age of 28. wh.,, 11 a ll)'dn:>g r: ~ tor 
the San Francisco limi of Slone and w.tilfff. "• t~••' 
IOing readings on • weekly wlni.r rowta br.~,,,­
G.o,getown and McKinney's (now Ille 11te of O,all\tcn' 
L.andlng I· 1 round lrip of 130 mile I on 11111. T ,..,.,..ng Ma 

1 
c:cnaide.rable distance wu nollling ea1T1°"1onary to ine 

• former Annlsh National C,os, Country Sl<J Ctl&ffl~ . 
and during Ille next lhlff winters. ne c:ontlnued lo m■lte 

tn••-kly lrfpt tnrougll ... litlle•ltnown upland, addklg 
lmmeaaurably lo his knowledge of • and loYI for • 1h11 
p,ece of wild1me11. 

Beyond tne d ilapldlted Holal, hone power gawe way 10 
manpower. From 11111 point Wlunder had lo carry Ndl 
armload ot lumber. bo.1 of n■lr. and aqu■rea of ahlnglu 
nearly two rnilea to lh• lalceallont. The final leg cf Ille 
ttdlou1 Journ,y w11 by rowboat • a 1m1II wooden craft 
Pf9wioualy packed In by Wlkander. 

The wettem sho,e of the llland WH Ille alte ol !he 
coupie·, original Clbln. and by 1928. lwo guest cottage, 
tiad bffn added IO Ille 1111 of Improvements. Ab<M the 
doono,ays In rustle letters. Wikander fashlont4 "Finl•~ 
•nd -ir.11nd· In honor Of tilt Flnnilll lather and Iris/I 
mother. 

Over Ille ye■,■• I/le Wlk1nde111cn11wd many pi.aunt 
,.,1nem.nt1 In lllelr 1urroullding1. lnch~ing owr • llllrd 
c l I rnlleof ,,on .. bo<dtrld WllkWl)'I (111• S71on1ol aand 
lo, wllich W\kander rowed Offr from !tie m■lnland one 
lold at• time). A rock-walled cellar bunt by Wiunder 11 
watet'I edge adequately Nl'Ved lhe retrHl'I needs of 
relrigera11on. and lant1m1 Uluminlled the cottagH fn 1111 
eweninga. 

TN NYerfl)' or roe,, wlnttrs did nol detar Wlk■nder 
from enjoying an annual anow◄Haon visit of 11veral 
-ks. tllougti tlle trtp1 In and out on 1kl1 were extended 
by the fact ltlll Ille road• Wirt rarely plowed beyond 
Tlhoe City. In aplte ot Ille haldlllip Inherent ill Suc:11 
■cllllity, Wik1ndernevertlrld ot lheN winter jaunts. and 11 
the llma ol Illa tO.CS lnlervlew, 111ge &C. lie eaprelMd Ille 
dealre 10 lind -■ young anow 1port1 enthualur wilh 
whom 10 ,11,,. akl trlpa "overt lie whlleakytand trailaln !he 
111,on oi th• big snows.• 

In a 1946 Issue ot !tie Tl/IOI Topic,. ColUfflnill Ethel 
Joslin Vemon fwnll119 under Ille nom de plume Stialll 
TwayneJ inltrviewed Wiunder for lier r.;ul1r column 
"TrveT1lescfTllloe.•Jnlhat1n1emew. 1he1kler◄clenll1I 
recalled Ilia atlnt 111 vaveling data-gatherer. "I c:,,,,.c, • 
Piek c:onaistlng of• Price Curren I Meltrwilh weighla. • ne 
t,cplained, "'besidea my own outfit for tne !tip. I traveled 
alone. and my lirsllkls I made ror myself, bull1n■lly I sent 
to Finland tor • pair: 

w,uneser'I mam•g• 10 ~ ii• Alic:• Boyd in 1916 did 

1 nollllng to d1111lniah hia antllualasm for Ille backwoods. 
· wfllCJI lltl new wile shantd. To c:etebrate their mutual 

ca10011on to Iha out~ lhey apenr tlleir mon1Mong 
tionermocn hiking and camping along l'lia former aki 
route. a p,actica wl\icll they perp,&ualed (Witll ,wtions 
In tne rout■} over Ille Nd hell-do~ years. 

Vlc10r Wiunde( a 1!1ndiwork Is ■fl gona now. returned 
nearly IC Ila crnted •l•I• by u,. lo~H ol •genciea bOIII 
n■tur1I and m■nmade. But 111,re la something or Ilia apirit 
lllw In those wllo seek out Ills brand of 11renity today. 
Though In Ille pre11n1 age we are an \'IIIIOrs fn Ille 
wildamHI. by milting Ille effort to lffk II out we can IUII 
eaperfenc• the aame 11nM ot wondeffl14tlll wlllcll WiL• 
■nder enjoyed o.er 11111 • Ctnlury ■go. 
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P1g1 I NOATH TAHO! WEIK through No.embtr 21, 11111 . 

By Carol Van E111n 
CourtllY of Thi Norlh Ukl Tahoe H11tot1c1I Soc11,1·y 

~-COfFEESHOPS---
The heart of 1 ,mall eommunlly mu11 

surely be Ill coflH 1hop1, tor 1111 over the 
countera of such e1tabll1hrnen11 that lta 
euentlal buslneu 11 truly conducted. The 
COIIH shop (or 11ndwlch lhopi II lhty 
were known In the ear1y day,) 11 1 talr1y 
recent culna,y tradition, di ling exelualwly 
to this century. Backwoods notelkeepera 
were obliged to provide mear, tor their 
guests, but such ofler1nga 1,plred to the 
11me grand elegance of the 1ccommod1• 
Ilona lhey provided, 

II WU nol until the lncrHl&d moblllty 
afforded by the automobile and lhe rlH ol 
family resorts brought "Vacatl,onlata• of 
more moderate mean, to the Lake that the 
collee lhoP could be born. The 1e11 torm1I 
aspirations of tl\e new style of restaurants 
suited this crowd perfeelly, and l tw11only 
1 matter or time before aevtral hid found 
their way Into buslne!is; 

Oldest of the town's bluaplai. eateries to 
opera le Independent of e hole! or rooming 
house wu Bennie'• Im. Its proprlelor, one 
Olga Bennvelt (Ip.)' was • i.an, spunky 
wldowwho,ln 1911;t,epanherbualneuln 
• tent on Front Strttt (now Hwy. 28), 

' pitched propitiously .between the Tahoe 
Inn (on the uphill ■Ide) and Blekford's 
Lumber Company .-iow Truekee-Tahoe 
Lumber) on the downhill aide: Hen, she 
plled her hol dogs, Ice cream, pie- and 

COIIH IO Ill come,.. 
Many or Bennie', ,customera were la• 

borert and tr1d11men engaged In the 
con11ructlon of the Oullel Worh, and In 
lhe abHnce of any compelltlon tor thl1 
cNenlele, the buslnu, thrived. In 1918, 
Mra. BHnvell married BIiiy Mayhew, 1 
rormer employee of neighboring Tahoe 
Inn, and togettierlheycontlnued to operate 
the eatery with great 1ueee•. A few bOlrd1 
at• lime were added lo the original canvas, 
and gradually lhe Bennie Hot Dog Em• 
po,tum (II It w111110 known) e110lved lnlo 
e frame 1tructure which 1u,vlwd well Into 
the 19301. 

Hoping 10 capltallze on tne popularity of 
the 11t-1nd-1un reput, 1ne Tahoe IM 
~ I roadside Sandwich Shop on Ill 
uptllltlde, He.re~&at-choked vllllOf'IC0uld 
O~f t Undwleh Ind a C:oolln0 beverage 
from the fountain without Intruding on the 
C0'1lf)'lratlve elegance of the Inn·, main 
duilng ,oom. Long-time loe1I resident 
UUlat1 Farr recall, thal when the Tahoe 
Cit/ M.Jrcantlle (which had 11,0 houted 
th4 post office) burned In 1937, lhe Slnd­
wk:h Shop became the lemporary mall 
dlltrlb!Alon point for lhe town, untJI the 
new Community Center· blildlng could be 
completed. 

Continued on page 17 
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,~t//~f fJ' c';~llnutd from PID• I - • 
Dy the mld•lt30a, 'lht rolt of tht rallroad In lht Tahoe 

City Community w■1 In dtcllnt, Private 1uto1 wtrt 
bteomlno lhe moat-uatd m11n1 of tranaportatlon Into tht 
Dalin, and wllhln I l'aw y1111, growing public ttntlmtnt 
101ln11 Soulhtm Paclllc1 tncroachmtnll on the town 
Common a Ind \ht ntotd for 11tv1gt metal tor lht war tllort 
COfflblntd IO drlvt lhe railroad oul of town, Howt~r. 1 ftw 
1e1ntrtdc111 remained. One of thtN, p1rktd 11 road aid• 
Marlht vac1ntlolweatof Luckys,beeamt Ernie-. Plonttr 
Pullman Diner, perhlpt Tahot City'• oldHt thtmt ,. • • 
taurant. 

Al OI 19-41, I quick mtal could be had It the Honey• 
bunch. Chris "Honeybunch" Boylardea and his wife, Role. 
operated this culinary adventure, which w11located In the 
Village Store building. The menu leatured fountain 11rvlc1, 
Port and lamb chop a, homemade chill and "spun 1t11k• 
11ndwlche1, lht latter I popular tuphtmlam tor our 
modem hamburger. 

The p01tw1rb00m led to lht est1bllahm1nt ol a number 
qi new local 11terl11, though only two ol lhe hall-dozen 
which got their 1t1rt1 In tht late 19401 survive II re1-
taur1n11 today. Whtn World War II endad, BIii and Snlrley 
Conger wert among the fl rat to establl1h a new rt1t1ur1nl 
bualntaa In town. Th• boom brought pro,pertty to Tahoe 
City's commerce, and the Congers' cotltt shop mo1.-1 
comblnallon w11 1 success from the beginning. Local 
construction worken and buslnesa people 1pprt0laltd 
the good lood 11 moderate prices. 11rved In Conger'• 
convlvlal atmosphere, and when tht Cong1111 10:d their 
buslneas to Mike Laferriere, ht continued their n1r:ie and 
PoPularlty. The ente-rprtseeven took on I aortol uncAftcla I 
1t1tu1 as local history repository when Judge C.W. Vernon 
allowed his photo collection to be displayed on Ill walls. 
When Laferriere moved his oper1tlon1 to the Cafe 
Cobbleatone, he sold Conge11 to lhe Millers, who changed 
Its name to the Family Troe-the only local collH shop to 
survive tour decades In spite ol the Increasing competition 
of recent years. 

Tht Skookum Chuck w11 another post-war pheno­
menon In Tahot City, offering a 1te1my variety of 
d1llcacle1 In lhe same building II Red Anderson's original 
biicher1hop. Al Randolph w11 the proprietor, choosing 
lor lls name I tant1llzlng 1ppell1tlon borrowed from an 
obacure Native American Invocation (warning, some 

------ --- -.. - -
pallont btlltved). 6kookum Chuck doubled br1tfly 111"41 
lown'1 but dtPol, and H IUCh tnJoytd I ctnaln ltlnaltnl 
clltnttlt which might othtnrtltt l"llvt chONn to ov,,tooic 
Ill txollc culalnt, 

Tht early 195011 11w two new cofftt ahope c,pen for 
buelntll ., lht Tahoe City "Wye," Aboul 1951. • Jack'· 
Woode l111td a parcel of rlvt111dt property from Don 0.1 
Carlo to lht aouthwtlll ol faMy Bridge. Htrt ht b!JII I 
one-tlory 11ructurt, using acroungtd mattrlalund labor, 
which ht ealltd Sportman·a Caft. Wood• provided counttr 
11rvlct plu1 a ltw 1abl11 for mort ltlaurtly dining 
Independent "gyppo• pelroltum d111tn aupplltd g11 tor 
lht Ctft'I IWO pumps, Ind busln•• WII further bolalartd 
by Wood•' acqulaltlon of lht Ort yhound But contrec:L In 
fact, lht p11ronag1 w11 largely 1r1nalent, and Mveral 
tlfly-day CUIIOmtn (sllll rt aide nll of Tahoe City) recall 
lht myriad of lltablln which Wl'rt part and parcel of tht 
Sportman'a dining .. perltnct. 

Aboul lht same time, another collH shop was getting 
Ill start neu the Wyt. Thia venlure, houatd In I amall 
blOck 1truc1ure tor tht purPoM by local rtaltor Frid 
KIiner, w11 founded by Blanche Oonaldeon. Under htr 
able direction, Oon1ld10n'1 bl'camt nol only I atop tor 
pa a Ing mo1orl111, blA I strong COfflpttltor with Cong1(1 
for the CNclll local trade. M the decade of the 1~ 
ended and preparations tor the coming V.,nttr Olymplca 
at Squaw Valley began In eamell, lht conatructlon 
workers who had come to lht Lakt to bt part of the 111111 
'bOOm• 1upplled both conc1m1 plenty of bualne•. 

Oonaldaon'a original blOck building WII bursting II the 
aoama, and KIiner replaced It with • larger and more 
atyllah lrame 11ructure. Tht 11te'1 Ideal 1oc1tlon and 
Blanche's homey, pe11on111tt1nllon to her patron a proV9cl 
a winning combination, and when she retired In the early 
19701, turning thebuslneaa over to htraon Ru. ahtcould 
look back on two decades of pQpulu aucce• In the realm 
of local reataurantturlng. 

But Ru Oonaldt0n'1 dream wia Vie establishment ol 
hlaown dinner house In Tahoe City, and with thatln mind, 
he sold the collff ahop to Bill and Bonnie Starz In 1975. 
The Starz enhanced the eafe menu with their own 
apeelalllts, later optlno to move their bUllntss 1crou the 
road to pursue the baking which had been their trademark 
In the re1taur1nt. The vacated Kllnerbulldlng then became 
the oltlcea of the Old Tahot Junction Land Company, a ---·----.-------1hort-llV9cl real estate operation which I lew yea11 riter 
gave way to Squaw valley SPortS, the business which atlll 
occupies It today. 

The tact that all but one of the buslnessea dlsc:ussed 
here are now history Points out tht dllllcultyot_commerclal 

• survival In the High Sierra. Ac:tually, Tahoe City bnefly 
sustained many mort short-lived cafea and 1tand1 which 

,..., •• ,. •• Th1s'~dlll'mircfoes"'rioffii'~II room lct'meitt101\!'· ,,~, 'H I 
Enjoy your pie In the akyl 

( l 2. b 
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..... ,. NOfl™ TAHOI nn "'-'th o.c-w ,~. , ... ,,-----------------------------------
@U/t ff~"~ 

Covrtt1y ol lhe North ~•e Tlhoe H11toncal Society 

Tahoe City Community Center 
- - ,_ .. ,. co,,,,,_p1e<»111 ovr covn1,y·• 

i..oee-..o1_,,.,_, ........ - .......... , 
-IO-ldonty-M t•ltl"'O Mrvc1ure 190..lroyed 
• u....ity by fi<e. ~ •• Ille ca" •• ,..... ago IIM _,,,h - • 1>Yn """"'9d lo be - •"Yin 111ture 
•-"'-9h the Tal>Oe 01)' wet.-t,__ 1npong OU1 Ille 
TallOe Mtl'Uflble. ltlelO-poal office. Ille Ce<lar Log S.t 
(°"91ftal ~ plec. lo< lhe T-_.., .. CM>) and 
-al ollwf atNller • .,__..._ 

JII099CW "lMl"Y9MOft.•-•-111Tat,oe 
01)'NOa"-dyt•~•~byll>tbffi9ollhefi,e, 
_ , .... , .......... o1 .... 110m~ -•-• WM<lly in 
1p,te or tl>t puwge ol almo.t lovr OOUCIN , htd ,,._ 
- IO ,...,,., people al lhe -et, .. geU-ed Iller 1h11 
ari.tnoon: v.mon recalled "They -. N Y,"9. -we "'" 
nh., aoa,ncoma 10 "'9 beacll llvough w1nltt onow logt1 
the me,I We w,M build up on the highway on our own 
ptOl)ttly," 

-n,~ - • ,.,,_....,,ng," Vernon ,..n, on 10 uplain, 
,t1a1 Cono,_.hadg•- ua (thepeop,.ol TtllOeClly)Ule 
tnh,e l>H<:h ''°"' ol lol I. contalnlft9 13 ac,es o1 ltncl ._.,_."9 1100 i.et along Ille betel! front .. • P"-()ple't 
p,,, for T...,. C,ly, TIM• beach ■ndpatk, Ille TtllOeCily 
eon.mon, . .... - to Ille peoplt OI TahOe C.ly ,n 
1867.· 

A rlllly,ng ol IOcal eenhrneftl in la.or ol rebutld,ng II 
..._, one of tt\11 bufflH l!.l'UCh1t• wu almotl in111_n. 
laneOuS. An ttltffl """Ch tppe&rtd In Ille Ta~ Tattltt'I 
speoal Cllri1tma1 ittue ol 1837 °""''- the muttenng 
ol communily-v," for the ret,u,ldtng projflCI. "Hatdly 
had Ille .. h.-of wl\at once••• tti.ir Clubhousa cooled,­
,eported Ille Tatllor, ....,,.., ,.,_ Tahoe Worneft't Club.,., 
er,d lonnt<I plans for tatting money IO ret>ulld their 
cJubrOOffil. o.atroytd by lhe o, .. actroua Nre . • Though by 
lite ■u1umn the tocallon for the new atructure had yet lo 
bec:/IOltfl.a r.d _, ... hadalrf'..,yyiol~"'1 $1;\~lp ..... AII 
of-~-• ndlndtpendM,ldOnOIIOllll>eQanlo tnc•ie 
in a.,,.lac1ortaoonlnCI.-AolaryOll8umHCompany 
of T""••· Mrs - Clal1a SI-. Ille H. Ind W. 
_I,,,_ Club ol MtN1 Bay. Otto Aempler and "your ---

Ille Women·• Club) Norman R Maytield (projeet con-
1rac10,) and C.O. Valentine (lo,,,,., phOIOgrapller to, the 
TahOe Tavem and In 11138 prQPtlelor of the Valenhnt't 
Cabins In TallOe P111•>· 

Fouowing the 1837 blan which dntroyed the fom,e, 
1a• .. 1c1e post oNlca, ma,t tlad - i.mporat1ty dlalnbuted 
1,om the tront ol Athetlon's grocery 11ore. but wilh the 
COffll)lebOn of the ,,.,. Commun11y Canter, Po11tnlll,... 
_...,...,.., (J- u_"cmln -'°" '"°.-.I n« -~tllon 
oc:roat the ,1,"t - Into "'9 new poelal heedqual1ere. 

A cei.btaltOt\ marking tht ~ Ing of the new ltcillly 
wu held on J uM 2t, and u reported In the front-page 
lleln fn the r,wer. more than 2.00 petlOt\t lutned out to 

~ !.~.~ _!~ "'!_--!,Y~_Pltl-~-~~1119. •from 1N 

Tahoe Ctty'o Mw1J<°"'· 
plelN C-munlty C.,,tet, 

on Ille bluN •-• Com• 
llftOne .. Kh, aw.all OCCV• 
~r,cy In June,,,_ (C.W. 

l'ttnon pt,olo '°""" ' of 
UUMn l'omon ,an J 

Unll 11 •• _,... by 11N In 1W, tlllt -­
a!Ndure known• .,. c.dar I.All! •• Nt'lff N.,,. 
orltl"" •-o1.,,. ,_ wo-·• Club. (C.W. .,_,.,,,,,,._,o1~ I'--, 



_ IN _ of_ -.. ••-CI-NCOOIN.~ 
._wou,e T1111/el, ..._,....U.. T--1Clu1>""'1 

- ..,,_ ,...,_ to, ••"'"Cl _,,..., IO •- u., 
---.4"Uo,.clbytllt _ l.,o,.,e IHt • '"'°"9"by 
ia. .... ..,,.., 1M IO<allOft to, N - 141~"" l\ael ~ IO ---0--11,- ,,..._,,l't ... ,_.11 
OI ... .,..a.- 11,oep,,-d OOftaPOfta t>eoan lO tnu .. 
lfl.leftol---onc:-Ao!M)'O,,lk,r-eo-, 
of Trucue, ...,. - Clan. si-. .,,_ H. and W. 
Pl>olanUvop,c 0\/0 of-• a.,. Ollo Ae,npier-")ou, -~· 

n.. - - of - """""" ... - • building _,_,. -----be--P,ldiUI 
--IO----.CMC-Wli.11-....0 by 
v.Co-to,e.-•• .. ooo,,-11\allM'# 
-1olfoCe-PIAIIIC~-COVkl•-IIIOwld·be ---tOOI Jo,dge\lor,--OlfeoalecllO 
... _ .. .,,. p,~ - local - HonnM 
U.)'fleld 191a1Md io-., MCtcon.it..c:t the,,._ lec,lity. 

1ft .,_IO.,,_ - Ille buildon9 on rt._, 
-•·•••-,INll/lep,Ojeetbe-ond 
by Ille~ c-y s.,p.,io, Court Judgo. - -
~i,ecl---•IIOnofNC--pe,ul. 
1'1e_.1Quo...,_.,_ _ _,_,OIIIW ~-Pf'-• .. __.,., ........ 0,0.,,. 
,,_ _ v,e •Mftdecl .,_ ol U. propDMd 11,uct.,,. 

--.. -of ... -....-,,. .. ""'-~.,,. •-11 apnng. .... yt....,., 
-"'-~ - •...-.i.ty to-• Oft ... .... 
- ..... "'•-... , .... - Oft June,.°"''-""" 
_,.. - Ille-•-ol U. for- i.c.i.i-. IN 
,_-... •• .............,. ~ ... , -.111uc110n COltl 
-• $6.000. willl - IUOO beong eotllnl>uled by 
-.....i, ............ Motl ol - Oft 1111 jol> ,..,...., ., 
1heit - Md l>illl Wt~ Off II donlllonl Cl ~,and ol 
i,e,,. -c. a11u ..una lodlrJ. 

TIie ,.._, 1-o,y lac:IIIIJ. buift In IN '"T&IIOI Style." 
apor1ee1 a Cl,__,,.,.. ,oo1. llllaio tiding on Ille uc,po, 
-«J-•~l'UIIN:lt .. llMnlolllW-• 

..... ··- °" - or--· --n·• - -' -••.....-lnatpKioua,,...,IIIQI,.__,. ........... _,, •-~WICll luldlenfacilll• 

- IC(D -le alloul 100 - (eotl..-ecl I 
-11\T-Cilyal--J. 

Tr-of -- -~lnducl..i l'rffidene HM,y °'-~ - 1oc11 --i. or- A.IA. ~ 
--- C. W V.- (UftOIIIOII town pfloloorll)Nlt Md ___ ,..._,,.E-.lnllleT __ , 

$1,opL - ....... 0.0,~ ll Ce..lynl llloM - ....... A.M. 
~ Ji.wyoflfleT--·10u11.011w-. 
of 11W llowd Of Dwectotl - "°'911- _.., .-....-.c-t A.._._, &,. C-of .... ,.,_ .,,,,,, 
lh.Joe °""" ,..of ... local,..._ __ of 

.__,,. ,n la"" ...,_I 

,_""' N 11'7 lllu• ~" cleelfo,ecl Ule 1or­la•-pool office. ,nll had been ~ardyOlaltlOuled • 
,,_ 1111 ,,_ ol AU,e,10,,'1 o,-,. - · 11111 MIii -. 
~ofllle-~Can!M. POP I -_ ,,_ ,_po,,,,,, ___ __ 
ec,_.,,._and inlolfle,,...-,r,.Hd~ 11e<a. 

A -•llOft ~Ille_.,.., of Ille - IICMJ 
wu held on .,_ 2t. 1M • tljllltlecl in Ille ftonl....,. 
11..,, in Ille Taff'-'. _,. Nn 200~ lutned out IO la-• I 01,,_ II IN MWly-com,,..._, buU,ng .,,om I N 
0 - IN llh ,,..., came.· Mid,,.. TIIIIM, • ... 10 aign lfMI 
,eg,llet ,n ,,.. C'-N, _ u, ..... -""' b,lmffling 
wit/I tiow.a do,,alecl lot 1111 OCCllion, 10 C/111 will! 11W 
,....,.i,.,, of• ~ com""'*· Al.,.,.., encl, IN 
-fflUNly <OUftled 1k,,.,,,.. Oft"• NII, Cll-.0 NI good 
-"'Oday~y.· 

Thetua!ICCll-'~.-ltlc...-.d--. 
wu • - canoua of h 11:MI CDffllnUftity, lfldudiftg Ille.-- _, -of ,-1,...,., ~"' 
IN_,.la! IM\lfM, kc,nt,,--tog,1,,..,....._ 
lho•~ •- ~ • ...... -unno,,belol...olt>NT.,_ 
01}' LiDf81'f. 

Tlle,.....C""n-,t,,t'1C.--•_.,,10_..,,,.,,ot 
on1, • ··- · ~ ;,1- In -. t,u1 , ....... -I>'.,..,.,.,., t'SIA C· " ,:M y OI IN TCl'UOI -

-- on c. ;,r:::.-n --■-- faffll Of "" -•ra 
-i liall ...:0 ~ U., I M-1',r,O acale. t""i"'CI ltOffl 
17 ~ (lot &-..0..•h· , .-.. t.-ll onij) 1o I 11 lot ----0 , ........ Ind_.... _., ___ ,.. _,, lilM .. ,.,,.. .. 

MCI _.,.,.. JIU PM 00! N COt1 ol fllO buolcllng'a 

contll\lQiOfl, fl ... lo DI oeckalecl IO pVtlhc .... wiWI 
,enc "-1N pott olfoee 1/ld co,,nry liOre,y poy,ng 1he ...,.___,__ 

,or - I ~ lollOwlng 11,e ltJ7 Common& flte, ----1\t llecl been -10 l"-lillte,y •• 
Tll!Oel.aMSchoollo11...,_read"'Cl-, bul-
1t,.,...._I - be<offling "'"ONingly ..,....i;afadOty 
N Ille lOWl\'I ,_alllp g,ow. In ll!Q. IOIIOM"CI lt>e CINIII 
of Ju-. 8ecl>cloll.,.., ft4laoand CWI lleC/IOolt. S,. lllftd«I 
- O,,K!ecl lfMI _,_ of an lddltion 10 IN 
Co,n-~y Cet,le, 8ulldlng In l>e, N.IIIOtJ, IO l>oull e 
new io.n lbe,y Fotmel decl,allon ollhe bulldlng ca­
on May 7, 1950. In 1M ~ Oocadn, Ille ~Dte,y'a 
/IOlcllt>g9conclnuecllOgtOW, ...... ll,oyfMCMCllconcl4ioll 
of c:r- Wftlcll COIAcl itlOuCa cia,111topll0bia if> 
en,oM wl>o IO-" II peered lt>to lheit bulging lUICl<a. 

8111 • llolwon - It> Ille ott,ng. lot pl _,.., ,,..., 

structure. "''"" ega,MI Ille l>lufl - Iha T.,_ Boat 
C-PMY ~ . - to lie lhe ....,.,,., ,.._ - In 
,.,,.,of 1171._,INIWlpof edo,,allonltOffl C.W • ....,_ 
"'~of"" w,fe, Elllel Joafon y.,,_, 111e iwo--, 

odifico -~ - Oedocaled. 

- 1182. INT.,_ Oly ,..._ U111rtJ Doollna. ·•---. ......... oww,g---~ -pu--to-llt,-.,_L ___ 
lr0ffl _,oltieo.111111e _.._,. ...... .._of 
llloT-Cll(1lllo9TtN.-IIW-ofOto.!llrwa 
Md H-, 211 iMollle.,..ee w-.O_llle,..,..aftco 
relocalad IO lfMI Sa,._ C-.. Tbougll nol Dlloe8y 
Clf_,,_petft-lOOCQIPl'll'Wlac.iNryD!'ll'W~ 

Coun Judge~ - ... ---ol .. 
C-ona Pl'-'l', ll>e PUD Cllhdl by .. _.,. !NIia 

.. .. ,.p,--, f'OUIINJ ... - - - .. unir,co,po,MecllO*"l_lnto.,,__onc.., _ 
i i wa, not long belorelllelocM_,..._,,,_,of _ 

-••«enaatriwMto1N-.-•tOlerrift010 .. 
al/VClure 11 ,,,_ Pl.JO Bt,,16,ng.• 

"',.,e. .. , .... .,_-~--­
lfflplrliecl • ..,_, ,OIIOWWICI N-olN .,.,,too ---ti.Ille Dalnct~-c,lliQanoN 
ent1te-....01NC-,Centet.e, ....... 

1M PVO hid taken - _.Ilona of - - -a,aiematwar.ioo,T.,_c,iy __ ila_of.,........,. 
..... i,y .. n ... o1,,_,11t __ _ 

ovtlldelllegu,OeflneaoflheC:0,,0,_..,Ac:lwHc:l,llecl _.,.._ .. ,.1. 
Folowlng I .- ol .___ DI' .. TcPUD. 

9'0WWICl-.,n.,_Nlaclolalocalo11ic-•'­
-ecl In.,._,_ Of Ille PIA>offlcaa lO .. 
1.Jgf>I_C.-_N_ EIQ.,...... ton 
F11rw-,Dme-.,.T-C.,GollCourw). r-,. 
Ille c-,,,,1y c.,,c., __ agaoa-...O ·-
- lo, k---.i - N ongo,,11..,_,... of .. ~ , ··------·-11111 ... .,, ... ~.,. loCalC-lerlOftlc;l>c:o.Mlle_ .. __ ol_ 

-ly. 

.. fl t • • 

- u 



l • • J'l it City s Milestones CTS > Tahoe City> Histo,y (g~f) 

NA-----OUblly•-M>ChiMn---001, ____ IO W -......,,.,., _..,., __ ..,.. __ _ 
.. - - ID-. 11""'9'•- • lu...,. ..........,,.,.,, .,_ ~-.--viv 
-i.o-,,u-.-,,,.-.o,~-- .. d..._.__.,, .. __.. 

.,...._ T-0,r•no- 'Owblgll -ry 
_ ,.,_,..,..,,.., __ l\arOy_ • hO-WI 

cal""IJIC-- -ua,.-.--.ny ol T-C.r-,1 

1) --•U-DylllOMwhO-­◄ ~---of _ _.._ forT.,_ 

... 0t)' .. - ...... _., ~ "' - "'""'Y of 
s, ~ ~ .. 111 ..,,~- - ... 
0 _..,._,_~-~---

""""""' __ ,., .. iou,,o-. 

n,e INCIIIAa- of - No .......... IIO,,,.., "' _..,of.,_._ ... __ ,.""11 __ _ __ ,_.,,. ____ of._""4 
..,,..__, __ l atioe Oty'l------.•--1\a .. -towatd anonon,-.e~Olot-~C-1/11-
"- - OI OO--- O• u.. eAlo,c- of 
--...... ---~--ong).~thl• - •-o,yd--bue. 

..,-ote ___ r.,...01,,,,, .. ....,.,.,0,_ 
.,...iy-o,u..lluluWondWarl-..Vlt 
_,, __ "' oi-to, a ptnod ol CNn9t 
_a, ___ .,,._....,""'__, .. ,..,._ n..wt 
ol ~~-In""' N rly yM19 ol U.. <Aflluty l\ad-..S-~ ol NNQ-no• ~bollH IO 

Tahoe City's Milestones 

n.H1tlt--U. .. -.o1 .. --..... --.-....--.................. ,,_ NJ, c:.w • ...,_,...... ~-rvlc.a- v..,_, ,..,,., 
_.,. .. 1n u. ""6-111301.. and u.. inn , lftcloffl,_ 
o--. Call A. S.CIIOOII. S,. loel nob-,n reconecn.a.,,g 
u.. lkJildu,v • wtlb a •- CNl'9•L C..ponteu .on.., 
.,..,.,., U.. CICK~ on - --tlry, and.....,, ine 1~ 
.........,Muonanhoed. aNW T-tnnwae,MClylO 
g.-u..~ot...-.cabOnlatawhO_ly,,_on 
.... ........... nnyaa.,,.1nowtrec-. 

A thud b1an • and - WNC/1 - lntlllle Ille mott 
~~onhTalloeCitylancl-· ...._,.. 
--10 a nun,t,e, ol lluo!Oonga on Iba T­
C-.. ta tJ-pateolo/Je<ICI-IOltleOMOII 

-"'•-C:0.---,C-O.-., n,,. 
l&NCtw• __,,...,.,. ,,.., _._,_.,. _n,_.,,__.,.._ol_cac..-.. 
~"':':".:': :-.::;-~:.....-== I 
ww,co,po,at..s ..... lllafW. ~ .. - --o1-- a~o1~--.--
_.,.,. -"'----·­-olll>elocal-.---~ --------...... ·--..,,_~o1_., ..... __, 



TIie Of'I ...... T ..... 11111 III0114111t, wt• ht •-,.,.. _______ .,,._..,......._ 
... ... ~ln ltll._tthet.,....,V.- ........ _,,....,...,_ .... ..... ..... ~ ......... ..... __........_ ... _ ..... ........, ...... 
- ....... ""-.. ..,..,._~,.LJ. ~­,,.._,.,(Me .. .,.,_,_, 
dr .. ...StOfl llftd ~ ... --Ill In --19d 
,..._, Thi ,.iu,,. ol lhe clovQlll)Oyl lrom fo,~n 
--.VMIM<I I n11oONII frffld IOw.,d 111..i. and INt lA 
1vm p,omo- l>OOffl .,,,_ to, ,,,. s...,a ,-.on M-
01_,.ity. 11M II\Nlt ol rnnue1111. • tllct, only • f- .,..,, 
.,.,.,,. ,....., - counlleal ,,_ and dtlCOUIIOl'l lhoH 
-'tunl'IO 11110 ,,... l~lor,, hid now au- Thi 
grld..ail ceuatlOII of th11 ,-,th1Ml\l<t I nd lhl 1'1CfNMd 
mobohty aNoro.d by IIMI growing 1111 of 1ul0ffl00Hft _. 
no-)oln1no to Mio~ up new tio111on1 to lhe tt1Y111llng 
publiC 

lfflpto,,ed roadt llnkl"9 T.-Cilr w11h IM Ukl't llOfUI 
and _., lhOrff l\ld been comp111..i Juot 11 11M oulbrHk 
of the Wll, an<! I I Ille dusly iuncllofl ol lheM lllo,QU91>­
latfl. u,.,. ~ an lo grow Iha .-, or an ••tal>IW>ed 
commun•tr - ,,,., Ille 1 111111111 M MC• , and ,,,.,,, 11nta­
l-'r, a d, .. ,..tr of com,.,.,c,,al ..,.,u,11. By the 1111 
111201, IOCAI bulfflflHI inellldld I g111gt 111d loOinQ 

.Utron.-111 lodO•flO l!Oultl llncl H llng Hllb41s/l-,,II, 
twomarketa (nol Sat-•rand Ludlys. you moy bl 1ure1.• 
~ II. _ ,at .. IOOnl and a d i_...ary of 01ml. 

curioe and ftlhlnQ lecllle. 

O,owu, dunng Iha ~ n )'HIS wu aJow and 
--w,\h moat ,,,.,dlanll lMll119 lucky10 co,,Unua In 
_.,,on - · in the lalt ~ priot IO the oul­
b<Hk ol lhe Second WOtlCI war. the cown _,,, • 
_,., c,l lace NIii. in9pit9d ~ by MCHllly. v.,,.., a 
1932 11,. -If~ the IIO<M and ca,r,ao. blml ., u,. 
comer of Ht9h••Y 28 and GtoYI St,111 (Where once 1111 
aloc:k and equ,_,,i or I .... ry bullMU Ind 1110- lne 
!lad-1tOl9dl. lhelflOleques&llan traneporllllon WU 
all bul owwr. HorMlnl urrlageo hid long II~_,,. 
11\e ...... and 11\e ,... ..i.bllt C,,OW I p,,,rely NCrNIIOI\II 
--'<>Ill WOUid be ,.ic,calld ou...O. of 11,e cown 
p,ope,. 

Two )'Mtl lltlf, IIM oriOlnll Tal\ol lM (by.,,.,, llteldy '°"' deC.adM Oldl would 1,,11., Iha .. ma 1~1aty l11L 
~ . pro.lding lodgongs lo, 11111111 WU I t,oorn,,,g 

~ ... ·-...... ~ -- ---· ---
o,one,. c:a,tA. lecfldoll. •~•114t"'-"' ~vcune 
Iha llvUlng • Wltll I I- d\afttet c.,...,..,, wo,wd 

arv,,nd Iha Cloek Oii llM MW l'IOllelry . ..... - Iha 1"4 

·----""'-· • - Tall09 Inn WII tNdr to 
O,Hllhlcro.d10lw6Ca"°"'911wlWl...-,lye~on 
Iha CClffil!IIINIY II IM - r~ 

" \hltd blare • - - - WOUid lftllll&I Iha -
IWHP'"O CI\MOfl Oll 11\e fal>oe Oly!MdlClpe • b<outfll 
o.waa&Oon IO • ,...,,..,., ol b1MC111191 on v,e 1.,­
C,o,,v,,o,1&.i.1>"'•Pl<Gelollalld0Nd.cl101N-.... 
of T.,_ C.ly by I Cona,Neoonel Ac1 ol 1117) Tllovo/l 
hli9etlon bfougllt by Weltlt BlulOtd 111 ltlt 10 OUiel 
-unllyUllal\ldrault.OlndN,ly_dld, .. lflCllolll 
•Oaf"III P<•-anc,-.-.11 on u.. P<-1r. • nu­
of COfflll'llfCt-1 -•Uone llld conllnwd to °"""' II. 
el- MIIQ&lly And IO w,..,. di- brOIII on a,, Oc­
mo,nl1>9 In lt37, •- llng the T.,_ City Mw~ . 
--I m arkll (wruch 11 lhll liffll IIOUMd Ille - n I 
POtl oNICa l I nd the.._ ..... C.C,11 Log e., in'"'"• i.w 
of tM town•-,,w _ ,. much wrprtMd 

Th11 11\lrO .. , ........... n, Nd Iha QIHlftl unpad ol lhe 
lh .... lo, ,, , .... 11.., no, only In Ille -pmanl o l Iha 
Con11non1 l•k•honl H a tKINl-•I belch. bul Ir, the 

..,..,,, _______ _, __ 
IQwn • IIOlf Oflls.t, •• v..W ,,, _,__,_....__, 
"""" ..... __,,,, .... ~,_.,. ·•••; Jll ... ,..,9d "" ... ... ,.. ""'°' ,_ f;lff . ...... ,. 
....-c,o,aled •n. HCMW • _......., i,, ,_ .,,_ ..,. .. .,.,,._d • .,_.,,_,,........_...,..,__ 
-toll• ---co,,dllllQr!llt/,tc.,4 f ... 
do-l>f lhl lOcal-,, ,.....,.,,,,_,.,.......,. 
tl,al llffW would•-•- tt.-.d ltld llt ... d --­•IOI"- •-fl'IC.lol ~•,,__co_..., 



US jBIII Boyle's Cross I People > Ooyltt, Wllllt1m 
. Carol Vtm Etton Coll~ctlon 

ly Carol Van 1111n 
Coun11y of Th• Noflh uk1 Tahoe Hiatorical Soc111y 

---Bill Boyle's Cross __ _ 
Hlgh on tilt hill which .. ,ve• 11 a IOrl 

of back fence for Tahoe City, 500 fHI 
above the 10wn1l11, 111nd1 a white cro11 
which, for nearly thrt1 quanera of a 
century, hat marked the rHtlng place of 
one of the town•• earlleat plonoera, 
WIiiiam Boyle la the name of the man 10 
honored - an Individual of dlverao 
Interests and skllla who found hie way lo 
the high Sierra settlement prior to the 
tum ol the century, 

Approaching old ago by tho time of hie 
arrival, Boyle had already lived• full Ille 
elsewhere. He talked lltlle of his past. but 
the other Inhabitants of tho community 
detected a definite scholarly bent In thla 
refugee from the deep South. Not that 
Boyle flaunlod his education, whatever 
It had been. The Georgia cracker's fa• 
vorod pursuits were fishing or (If the 
finny tribes waxed buhful) bo,t bvl!d· 
Ing. In both he WIS expert, and the f1,rn.o 
of these talents spread IS quickly ~:r t:IJ 
popularity. 

Commercial fishing was In I~ M)'dl\' 
when Boyle arrlvod In town. IM fro· n hit 
residence, a shack on the north-'t.31 
bank of the uke Outlet (near where th~ 
Tahoe Marina Lodge tennis court• are 
now located), he had easy access to the 
fishing grounds. Boyle'• hand-made 
boat, were of the finest quallty, sug• 
gestlng some formal training In the craft 
somewhere In the gentleman's mysler• 
lous past. 

Boyle had a great love of children, and 
when not fishing or bulldlng boats, he 
olten baked goodies for the local kiddies. 
His specialty was doughnuts, and news 
of .a fresh batch travelled fast. luring 
hungry half-pints from all over town. 

Though Boyle's reputation for hon­
esty, generosity and friendliness was 
universal among his Tahoe City friends, 
like many other locals who braved the 
long local winters, he was known to 
Imbibe to excess on occasion. One such 
bout. at WIiiiam Campbell's Custom 
House saloon, proved to be his last. In 
the course ol downing an lmproprletous 
number of drinks, Boyle had admitted to 

hie friend• In alttndance hie nt1d of a 
haircut. Hie capacity tJCCHdod, Boyle 
eventually passed out, whereupon the 
lun•lovlng confederates accommodaltd 
him by ,having his hoed, When he woko 
up and confronted the bald-pated vlaage 
In the mirror, Boyle ,wore off drinking 
for good, 

In hi• final yeara, the likeable aoulh• 
erner developed ■tomach cancer, and 
his painful decllne w11 a cause of great 
eadnesa In the community, When Boyle 
panod away In the fl rat days of February, 
1912, his friends decided to honor hi■ 
wish to be burled on the hill above the 
Outlet, where he could "watch th• f1Ih 
como In In the spring," (The Outlet Dam 
was not yet completed, and the pie• 
catorlal population w1111111 free to come 
and go at wlll), 

On the morning of February 4, t 912, a 
qroup of Boyle's friends gathored at 
Wllllam Pomln(e)'a Tahoe House to for• 
_tlly themselves for the trip up the 
r..ountaln, Loading Boyle's mortal re­
main• on a toboggan, they began their 
uc,nt, towing their burden over the lce­
encruated drifts. Hall a century later, 
Tahoe City resident Ernest H. Pomln (e), 
a member of the party, recalled the 
t11pedlllon In a taped Interview. Pomln(e), 
a teetotaler, described his growing fear, 
as the di Ill cult cllmb proceeded, that the 
llberal pulls which most members of the 
party were taking on a Jug brought along 
10 ward oft chlll would prevent their 
achieving their destination, Part way up, 
on one of many rests tops, the thoughtful 
"Ernie" pitched the bottle Into the 
bushes, when the others weren't looklng. 
thus Insuring the complelfon of the 
mission. 

The burial was accomplished as per 
Boyle's wishes, putting him to rest on 
the site overlooking the adopted town he 
had come to love. Constable Robert 
Montgomery Watson later bullt (and for 
many yeara alter continued to maintain) 
the 12 tool cedar cross which today 
marks Boyle's grave - a Tahoe City 
landmark memorializing one of the 
town's earllest and best-loved pioneers. 
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The Lake Tahoe Sidi Club 
Part I 

,,,..__,ganouct • p,oto,m•d..o ,od~~ Tbt 
- of IN ,ent..,• Y}' 11'1111 Pie IO~ - Ooel 
!MY • Ml to n.lp7 

"The O.y . ,., .,,. ~ """' Melbftol - ,.-c., 
~ C W V.,non lalM ....... "!be 1DCal,...... 
..... IO '""" u-.,, own LA~ T- 51,11 caw.· rn-
5uncllnarian , ~,ng "Sul"• .. , ~ on 1"880""8(11 
MaUIN ~. wile • •plained 1h11 fl lenl a grano., 1111 IO Ille 
nama). omun ot ai. ,... organiui;on -• Hon-, 

Tha Lake T- Sloi Club. now Manllg IN and of ib Mayfoald (Prat.). R.H. Wai- ( h i VJ>.J, Al ~ 
•••Ill ~• ol e.uai.~•- It Tah08 01ft O!Offl or• (2nd V.P.). Weller Al/\etlon (Treaa ) . A.M. AnOenon 
ganoUtiOn. Thouvh many .n<IMd..alHOl'tnbuwd IO lht (s.ct)'.) IIIOA.M.Hen,y (ChoalolllltHill) , ~ olllle 
Club'1grOWlhandd...i0c>menLlllepromotlOnalelfortJol BoerdlneludedCar18echOolt.S,. EdUll'le, E,,-i Po,,­
- - 11d 10 for,.,.IJOl'I of Ult d ub. whlCh t&>lled on of ldlewild, a- Rogen Md c.w. Vernon. They.,,_. 
~,,., before IIIONWIIO• .. • lo lleeome ollmeml>enrtet 1tOUldi.lleCMeol p;ibl"cly and Be11 C..ody.~ol 
hNld of •L the Auburn Jo<,rnal a nd Iller a SUit Senalor, waa IO 

In 1926. Ille 81,u '"""Y· bu,~ ol "'8 TallOe T.-n, hlndllll'ltcJull°I '"""'" · WencMl!Rob<e,gulding leg/Col 
told tllelr f'IIAgnlltc:enl ~tel,y to interest•-"'"' allO theAull<,rnSluClubtlormedllleyHJbeloreJ. •aaaltoon 
,ontrOlleO Sovtl'lern P8ofte Ra,l,ou. 'Mien Ille Tt-..rn tlandtoUallllllt cJubln ,11-,Yorganou~, 
Cllangtd !lands. Jtcll Uall\ews (w!IO 11,o .,._,, ~ ~ M ln,t,al warm-up~ -llated lor Wfl111"9-
du11ng Ille 8 1111 r~lmtJ .... l)fOmol.o lO the po11tlorl cl ton·• birUlday -~ffld. 1931, Ind Sov,11 .... Pacific; 

, Manager. II WU Mallltwt' Id.a IO re-open 1M T..-m IGlleOulld oa,ty tpteial lraina to bMg ll)e(lalort IO the 
about Otctmber 1 lor a winter IUSOII of w-,eral mont,.._ evetll. This U\lugural COl'ltll •• domin&ltd by ,vmpa,s 
11-•ng advantage ol lllt SP'1 ~ .... IOII IO -~rd- tro.-n Iha Auburn SU Cw.b. lo, ,,,. local bOyt wflO woulO 
gauge track on Ille hne btl- T"""" a nd TIIIOt C.ry ~ v,e rtogning c:111mp,ona In ,-,.. to come-• 
10 !Iring ~• 01f.c11y IO Ille T_,,,, 000t wr.710<11 tlil too young 10 u,mpett. 

cl\anglng llaln■,. TM SUCCHS OI Ille Sall Cluo·, '"" 10urnaman1 game 
Wlni.t1ide fflle<Winmtnl ptCMOed oY ~& IDOUC>t<I ~ 1110M • IIOM ellorll llaO COtllnbulad IO tlS 

paling. a IOboggln l lcOt and woclO;<l•• a.li ,u. ... , 11ag.lng.and~-•or111tNattOllalChimp-,i■• 
e.alltOittont ll&gtcl on a alllnpionl/llp "1fajtdory" con- orl'f a YNI a•r,. begin in urnest. Ea,fy Ill 1932., Ille 
11ruc1.o unOer Ille ouectlon 01 Ur• Hauge<1. a~ original -iri .i«,lory" waa ~ - again under er. 
whO at 1h11 t,me l'lefd Ille wor1d •-• Jum~ l<k ~ Cl.tec:lion OI La<1 Haugen. The 11hoff wu ITICMIO larlher 
Ta-n·• wlnterspons ract11hff -• IOU!eO about hall a up .,,. hill, and Iha tand,ng apron wu ...-1...o.i IO 
mile -I ol Ille IIOltl proper. quaintly --.ble by ~I• Jumpt o .. r 200 f .. L 

IIO<M-dtawn .,_,gll. NA _,,,td In rNO>nesa lor lllt ~ eotr1pet,1,oQ, 

MatlltwS' NCOnd-uon IChemt mt1 w,lh only lunt".ed tcfltdultd for febu,ary 26-29. A - 110n,,1 wfltell 
·-· owing IO Iha d<lf>CUl!y of keep,ng the l/&111 I/ICU '""' lhrc>ugll 111t s, .. ,.. a WMk pnor 10 lht ope,,,ng ol 
CINreO Ind to Ille compet,tioft for Wtl of lood and 1M Clwnpionl/ll~ lllrNlened to u ~el Ille ....a. but 
ac:"'"'1110dat,on1 offered by the lra,nt llltmMi'11S. Bui fr,eriall elfortJ 10 cJtar Ille tnlekl for Iha a,rn,a, or IOtCial 
Mat!IN-t' i~ ily would not tit den.ad. In the laN ol SPtra,nundtor-■tor elhtiump ll41 10p,ooerai,npa1,-
1m. Ille enltrprUing ~ager called a fflffbng of local cono,t>on won 111t oay, and lht mudl-lle<aldtd ·~· 
1own~ to tnake two annou-ta. .._ ~ ~an. w,111 unprecedented winter cro..c11 ,n anendanol. 

Ille bad - first: 111t ,._n •• gmng up its wlnta, ttwaugrutdaytorTalloeCctyandllltllklT.-SUI 
- TII•• Umt .. no grul &urprlH IO Tahot C,ty'1 Club. Governor Rolpl'I ... on !'land 10 crown popular 
year-round res>denll.. Tha idea of opan,ng in Ille win!¥ tell .. AMa Plge Ille ,.,.1 or mar,y Snow o.-s, and Ille 
11aO 11aO Ill Illar• or 1uptlca lrom Ille start. p,-nu OI o,. R.S. Elmet OI VtnnonL PreslOenl ol lhe 

MatlltwS" good-C&mt u mot• ol. ~ = Ille l.alit ~Uncled Slala SIii Asaooel-.. ltnlan olllOII Clogllity IO .. 
Talloe Skli Club had.,._,, awvdtd ·111e W of the USSA ....,t. The Lake TallOt Sidi Quo hid staged 11111119' U.S. 
QlamplontNp■ for 11,e 1932 Olymp;c., The T-n·1 NationllSllChampionahipl-Ollllt~IIIA­
Mllltt tl)O(tl lacililies hid been P!Onouncad tJtcallenl 11'1 ,.--..11.-1 ,~ pie~ !CM raa on iii, ..,,...,,t I 

• •• • •fit ~r ~i,iih V.r.a \o~i1Rei:nibilion but 11111! on tllia Mt1y lriumpll lO oeco,,.. • --••~ 
conrasu lla9ed lhttt In 1111 rm1"1 fil'II YNfl Of wl/llar reC11011e<1 -.ilh In Ille yws wtlicll ~ "JC • ' 
opet1UOn. Bui I Slul Cluo? MIINWI t•plalMd lllal dllfnpion a.,..._ In II everltl and~ - • .,. -

1111 Nltionll C1larnplot\a/li hid bttf'I con- ' t f '" 
~l9()t\lOt1/llpb)'lwinWIPQttadutl andlhlll (Nolr.T-lnl9ainMll1WMIIW ........ t 1 • =-of .,.,.__ COMKltd •ltll 111t T-n hid ol ... 111■-o,y ol lht Liu TINt Sidi Cllu9 (lo _..).J 



119 I lho uke T•hoe Ski CJub P,rtll 
1
ori,tnlt•tloni ~ Ltbi T•tl<Jfl SM CM-, 
C,,ol V,n ttt-"n Co/1,,ctlon 

NOlttH TAHOt !ff.ti( ,,litullt'( t-ft, 1't1 

@eu ff a/we 
ly Ce,ol Van E1i.n 

C<,,m .. y of Yn. Ho,lh LI• Tth<A tf,ttOfkal Soc,.,y 

Tite Lake Tahoe Skii Club 
Port II 

WNn wt luMd CM lut WHll .• lht Llkt T,no. S1111 aub 
had jutt w,,iplettd Ult IUUtttflll tl,Olng of Ult fi,et U.S, 
N111o nlll GIii Cltemplonthlpt wnl of lht Aoclllff ti 
Ofympl(I HIM Oii lht T 11\0e T tvtm W111ttt Soott• Ground 1, 
TIIOM lnvol~ "'d tloped lhll lhelr world-CIIH jump Ml 
would http tttult their ttlKllon ,. !ht 111, fo, IN 1932 
w,111,, Olympic,. •lld lho11gh they IOtl 1h11 Did lO Ltkt 
PIKld, NtwYOtll, IN N1uon1f Ch1mp1011thl1>t 11 Otymplc 
Hill In Febtu1,y of that yt1r hid proved tht poc111tl1/ of 
l>Of.11 tht Ttlloe City fKl~ll .. tlld lhl L.ak1 Ttno. Sk1I 
Club. 

Buildl,ig 011 tht '"""' ol 1"' N11fon1f1, lht club hid 
10011 tchtdultd I tte:0nd "'"' IQf March ,4, 1033. Tn11 
OM-dly .... ,111 Oltw competllOfl from tlx Ctllfotnll 1kl 
clubl, lllclud111g Auburn, YOMfflilt Ind dlttant Big Btar. 
ThtciHI •A"jump1ng "'"'' ••• onu 101111 domlnll~ by 
lhl .Auburn Ski Club, whoM m1mbt,, Roy Mikktlaon Ind 
Rolf WlgHrd look lira! Ind tteond plKH, '"PfCIJvely, 
lwl Ult TlhOe C11y conllngtnt had begun to provt 1,,.,1111 
lht .... tlllt OPtll lO the youngtr ,Of gtOUpt. future T1110t 
Clly Fire Chltf IJ Htnty (11 11111 llm, known 11 • .lunlot") 
IOOk flral place 111 lht boys 2~ mllt CIOU C0\1111/y ,~ 11 
1h11 tournament, and Call Btchdo/1, Jr, won the Clu., •er 
jumping tvtnl. Flral ptlze In lhe WOtMn'• 2~ ~ IIO'dlC 
race went lO Junt Vint, 1 Tahoe City glr1 following In l/'14 
tkl t,1ek1 of Mar It Htnry r Jun loft" moll!«), wtlo 11 1..d UI# 
d11tlnctlon of being lht flrsl Women·• Stall Cham.pion ill 
1931. 

In 1~. lht Like Tall<>, Sidi Club again hot!~ the Ster. 
CMmplonlhll)t. blgg., llld bftler than tvlf for !hit fourth 
11111iw ev.nL Snow tpoftt we,e not the only , h ,ac:tlon on 
the bill. A Queen Conttll, IPOf'IO(ld by lhl S,c1am.11to 
Btt, drew 20 compelllors, among thlm l<IIIIINn Starratt 
Anderson of T1hot C11y. C.W. Ve,non, Who with t,11 w,le 

fin.I JOflln VttMHI, proYidld ~ COW,IQt fot fl-. W 
Club, ,.,., rtulld lht tlabOrllt t.nofn• IO wNcll ,,,. ~ 
wtnf toennanu ,...,.~11>1(, ~ f()(~llolfH 

Quetn; "Wt INdl I f'\Oill ~-~ with t ttNlf t;el.­
l l H and 0tlllf' O,..,.,.,y: 111 rtmtmbtrld. •o,, 1111 fro,;f tA 
lhl tlOII Wit i fl~ tnowbtfl ~ of ~tit w!rt 
cove,~ Wilhcotton, large fnOUgllfo, l<IUMltlf.O *rwlill, 
Tht flOat w,. pulltd by two ti~ ~111 to ~ I'/ 
Jon,1110f). Whtfl lhf "911•• IOI' OUf tntry Umt, HM,y d'<M 
1111 dog I IOWlng lhl lio.fout onto !ht IUCffl~ r.oo,,.nd 
l<athi.tll tlOOCf up 10 Ille lllfp,IN ol lllt 4,000 ~~. 
whO antn 1ppl1udld bnakJy. Maybe In. fio.t "-'Ped.~ f 
Ukt 10 think II wit K11t1i.tn'1 bttufy' whfch flllped 11ft lo 
win """ 20 Olh« an,ac:tlvt COtllHltnll." 

Al tht competltort' Otntftl t k,II ...,., ,,nprov.d, f7lt 
nordic tventa wtrt gfldually ftngtne~. For 1111 I~ 
tournament, lllt m.n'a c,ou country race was ten tra:lts, 
while tht women'a wu •~lendld to five mi1t1. fn ldd!UOfl 
to btlng ChOttll H Queen 0f lht Snow '"Civil ll'lal ytlf, 
KathlNn Starrall And.,ton won IJl/1 lantt tvenl, dtmon­
atrat.lng an llhlelle,lbillty to match,..., good fook1. Car1 
Btctldolt, Sr. (who three ye111 lattr bleame lhl youngest 
pe,aon In lhl U.S. to bt tlected Prnident ol I aid Clubj 
rtpea~ 1)11 1g33 win In Ille Cla11 •o• Jumping. wlUI 
M-te,11 0IMt loul boyl finialllng CI0H i,.hind., 

TIii 1thlt tlc compelillon Wit btanching OU1 NCI! year, 
re111UJng In Ille lnclullon of new tvenll, In tddllion IO lhl 
jumping even1t, lht 1034 tournament Included' 1 slalom 
,au f•lllch I ntw1p1per account of lht tvtnl report~ "11 
gaining populttlty with slc.t aport fan1.1, 

Tht Like T1hoe Sic.II Club'• acllvlt11t dunng thll ptnod 
were nol llmlt~ 101oornament1 ind competlllon. An ege­
ytllowed clipping from Ille Reno Gazetrt dal~ J■n, 31, 
1934 rtcoun11 1 lyplcal Sunday club oullng 10 Paige 
Meadow, (west of Ille Tavern Sport, Ground1J lnvoMng 
30 aklera. Tnt party (wnlch Included guests from Ille Reno 
Sk'I Club) carried their lunehet on the 12 mite tllCUlllon. 
and followlng I midday repatl on the Upper Palgt 
Meadow, they !HIid Intl, downhill skllls on Ult IIHP 
rklgn along lht return routt. 

The number of compe111or1 continued to lncrNH, and 
87 partlclpanl1 Wirt tllltrtd In lht 11136 S1111 Chtmpion­
•hlps, again l'ltld on lht Tavern Winier Spo,ta GtOUlldL 
Whl,. lht Lake Tahoe Sidi Club WII without I COfflptllV"9 
CIHI •A" Jumper. WIii MandeYille ol Klno• Btteh JOOll 1 
cloM IICond behind Wayne Poult1n, whO (lhougll I 
membtr ol Ult Like Tahoe club) al !NI time rep,9H11ttd , 
lht Auburn Ski Club In lht ClaH -e· .... enL Dual dub 
1lfiliallon1 proved dtlrlmtntal to L TSC point IOUII one. 
again whtn Sig Ulland, who hid jOlned lhl Shasta 
S,,owm,n, WU noted ·~ ~ g~I of lht L TSC. Hi• ICOl't 
eona.quenlly did not b:,ntlit •lhtr tum. · 



~ Continued from Pago ~ 

Local boys continued to take honors In jumping 
competition through the late 1930s. both on the home 
trajectory and In tournaments at Cisco. Portola and Mt. 
Shasta. Among Lake Tahoe Skll Club Jumpers prior to 
1940 not already mentioned were BIii Bechdolt. Dick and 
Howard Carnell, Donald Cowell, Chuck and Ollie Hen­
rikson, Howard Pyle, Doug Smith, Jack Starratt, Peto 
Vanni end Henry and Jimmie Worden. 

I .,... 

The decision of the Tahoe Tavern management to 
discontinue winter operation and the collapse of the 
warming hut on the Tavern Grounds In 1936 contributed 
to the redevelopment of a jump hlll closer to Tahoe City's 
residential area. The sloping parcel of land across the road 
from what Is now the Fairway Community Center In Tahoe 
City had served the town's youngsters as a practice hill 
since ski Jumping was Introduced to the area nearly a 
decade before. In 1937, the club relocated Its activities to 
this site. But though Its proximity to the community was 
ideal, the site's southern exposure frequently resulted In 
unfavorable snow conditions, and the club subsequently 
returned to Olympic Hill. 

Lake Tahoe Skil Club wos In a state of transition. The 
. ranks of the town•s jumpers were being depleted as the 
boys headed off to co!lege or began careers which limited 
their available practice time. But perhaps the greatest 
single factor temporarily retarding the continued develop­
ment of the club was the global conflict looming on the 
horizon. The course of world events would soon put an 
end to ski sports competition between the clubs of the 
western Sierra, severely curtailing their activities for the 
duration. 

A future column will concern Itself with the development 
of the Lake Tahoe Skil Club after World War 11 when a new 
generation of jumping and racing competitors would aid 
In its revitalization and growth. 

■, •• ,,. 



120 I The Old P.O 
I 

C&1ntll1n Bt(a o .... n O,lgln1I Old Po,1 Office CollN 
Shop hH • hlato,y which lta n1m, only btgln, 10 auggtat. 
Tht build ing In wfllch It la hOUHd h111ndu1ed .... ,11 PHI 
tht hall-century m11k, atrvlng H • local point of tht 
community 11moa111nce Ila lnctpllon In !ht mld•19301 
Tht proper1y on which .,h, Old P.O. M Jill wu orlgln1lly 
part ol I much l■rgtr hOld•no , cqulrtd In 1896 by lht lhlff , 
Fllek b!Olhtra. W1lll1m. JOHph and Nick, for whom lht 
bty'1 northtrn point la n1mtd. Th• Fhck proper1y hid 
.. ,lltf' btlongtd to Ont Or. Bourn,. • seml,reclual•t type 
wno had operated 1n un1ccrtdiltd H .. tth San110,11 
n11rby In the 1870.. Atlht time ol 1cqu1, ,11on by the lhrN 
bfothtra. the p.operty , 1111 included w,1111 commtrcl1I 
atructuru. which 111, trio hid • hand In Optr11lng. 

I
' CTS > carnelian Bay > Post office 
carol Van Etten Colltctlon 

'•o• 12 HORTH TAHOI WHIC rebrUIIJ 12-11, 1H7 

_ HOWl•II. tllcir ltlL(hnOJo•• wuJt, n.1J111. ' "" Ill JJ)II J_hey - - --
dl\'Ote<I most or their lime. selling some ol their catch lor on 111, l1k .. h0reoppo11l1 the 1tor1. During the aurnmtr ol 
use on tht tablet of lint San Franc:laco rntauranta. 1836. M1rysvu .. cont11ctor1 ...,m,ltNI and Bell, under 

The pece of hi• In Cernellan Bay In the Hrly yHra 01 the contract to the S1111 Hlgllw1y 0.1)111mtnt to resurtacethe 
century waa 1,1.hargic. On aummtr deya, lh• pebbled road between Tahoe City and Brockway. hid NI upc,n,p 
ahora btlwttn tht Flick'• roadaldt oulpoat and the for 100 mtn 11 the bay, 1upplylng locll p,oprlttora with 1 
c1m1u1n Bey Hot.i (liter the home of Tht Whitt House re1dym1de cli1n111,. Bui gambling losllft 111d other 
RHtauranl and lodey tht 111, ol lhe Carnel,an House) WIS lmpropritllff of tht younge, Shlllk w111 the undoing of 
occ1Slonllly tht dt1tinillon of vicallonlats whO came by the lamil(a op111tlon thert, and about 1938, tht proptr1y 
wagon or hor11back ,n Harch ol th1 blight g1m11ont1 for WH leased to C&rl "Pappy" ZlntmeisJer. 

which tht ~Y WIS named. The Zlnsmelatlf' lamlly operated the bu1lnt11 succeu• 
By tht mlcH930l. the two surviving Flick brothera. then fully for about lour years. enjoying the same 1t11dy 

,n thei r 80a. wera r11dy 10 call it qulta. tn the aprlng ot I 935. growth which characterized the north lhore economy 
Lloyd C. Shank purchHl<I their comme,cl1I holdll'IQU nd d:nlng 1h11 period. TIit rout• or Hlghwway 28 through the 
111\ffiediettly 111 about the cw,,topmtnt of• mor• am- 1)6)' Md by this timt bffn moved, 11,vattd and paved. 
DttlOUI vtnlurt. Tht Jun, 28111111 of the Ta~ T11t/i,r l"rloftolhl1upgradlng.mostvlslt0fatoth1~yhad1ul,ed 
noted lmproffmtnts made 11'1<1 planned by Shank: '1'he ~/ •~••Y 1>1 lhe attamer, which clrcJtd the 11kt dally in 
maktsh11t P.O. 01 1 wHk ago hH I ntw aemng. 1no 1n1 1:,,•ltlltr. Now Improved ov,rland 1cceu wu bringing 
S,y 11 now bol111ng • neatly atocktd 1lor1. dthcaless1n ~ at111u10 traffic to tht area, and commercial ventures 
and Iced drink counter. managed by .on LC •• Jr. Docking, """' on tilt upswing. 
marine and service 1t11Jon Improvements art 11$0 on the Shank achtdult ." Among thla new generation ol 1ummtr v1ailor1 were Ray 

and Marge F , nows. who had first come lo the Lake In 1933. 
The ne11t several yt111 saw further exp1ns,on ol the Several subsequent vlait1 convinced the Fellow• that they 

· resort.M Including the construction of••• rental collages wanted to make Tahoe thei r permanent homt, and when 
Continued on Pao• 14 

• 

CIII ZlnarMl1tet w11 proprietor of lht C11riall1n Bay S~ore when thl1 photo WH tnapptd In the lat• 1930e. Ten ytan 
laltt, ownen Ray and Merge fellow• would double the aquare footage wi th • ,ruble addition to lht leN alclt of the 
11ofefront. The rtlUfflnO 1tNcture la lod1y known •• the Original Old Poat Office CoffN Shop. ( />ttoto ,:ourlNy ol 
lltlra. CollrN J. Hetfkh) 



121 !Tahoe Forest ttospltal 
l
llu1lnc11 / lndu,try) uo,pltal > Tahoe Forc•t 
carol Van Ellen Collf!ctlon 

NOATH TAHOI WHI( ,,bf1111Y 11•21, 1111 ,aoe 17 

11'1' Carol \la n I 11,n 
'"•lrltlY of The North Lakt Tahllll H,11or1oal Society ----------The Founding of---------_, 

Tahoe Forest Hospital 
In 11111 day when p,oln1lon1I treatment 

of atrno•t anv medical problem 1, no mo,, 
111an 30 mU.1 from Iha moll remolt rellklenl 
01111, TahOt-TruckH arH, WI ltnd to I•-· 
tllCl'I NrvlCtl IOI gr■nltd, Howtwtf, IHI 
111an two gtntrallont ago, thOM lffklng 
medical 111,ntlon well ablt to obtain n 
onl't at Iha ••P'"M of great etlOII, 

ol tht lmpen,dlng arrival ol lht burn v1c11m, g1wt th• l11Jurtd man a 11w>t to 
rtlltvt lht ptln, Bui no Olhtt mtdlcal lacllllln wtt• 1w1Ua1>1t Lha(t, and 
lht phyalclan recomm,ndtd ~11llnulng on to Rtn,o lor trtalmtnl OI Iha 
burna. Al that tlmt, lht brick bulldlng which 1, now only a 1m1II part ol tht 
Waahot Mad phytlcal plant comprlltd th, ,nura hoapllal, and tht laclllly 
d id not weleom, p1ll1111, lrom out of 11111, thOugh owing to tht urge,w;y 
ol lrt1Ung thla burn victim, lwho mlraculoualy 111,vlvtd hl1 ordeal), they 
grudglngly took hll case, 

A local ltaldenl who rtmtfflbtrt '"' 
problem vlvldly It Ttd Barrett, • retired 
union bu1lnt11 agent whO arrived In lht 
TruckN-Tahot ., .. with hll new bride 
lhOftl'I' .,.., WOlld wa, II. Barrell'I civic 
1Nnlng1 loon had him Involved In ...,.ral 
local proJtctt, Ont ol which • th• con-
1trucllon ol our lint local hotpltal • would 
btntlll tht entire communll'f' fOt ,11 1uc• 
CHdlng gtMrlllont. 

A• a retult of thaN and ,ev,ral othar IHHr lncld1n11 wfllch took pl~ 
during 111, Hrly po11-war yura, lhl nt.o lor I IOul hoepllll Wll llrmly 
tlllblllhtd In th, mlndt ol 1rt1 1t1ldtnt1, and In 1940, a group Of 
eoncerntd eltl1tn1 took II upon lhtmMIYlt to lnltlalt lhe proc,11 by 
which • hoaoltal It bullL 

Etrly on lht group', agenda w111 trip to Ne.ad• City to NC111, county 
approval lo form I dl11,1c1 to, the purpoe, of levying IUH lor ho1p11a1 
conalructlon 00111. Approval w11 glwtn, and th• county 1upervl10,a 
appolnltd llv• 1111 re1ldent1 to .. ,... on I provl1lon1I board of dlrecto11. 
Thtll men -.re: TtuckN marchant Charita R. Hell,, jnamtd prnldtnl 

Prlot to '"' S.COnd War War. lht 1parH of Iha board)' Raymond A. Scotl 101 th, TrUCkN 8 of A), F.B. Stdtrbtrg 1a 
y11r-,ound populatlon In 1111 TruckN- contractor 1,om Tahot Plnt1), JamH A, Shtrrlll (ol Donner Summll), and 
NorthTahotartahadalwayuc:cepttdll'lt Tad 8111111 (named Secretary of tht group), oeo,g• C, Stllon, a 
lack oh local medical ctr• laclllly u an Sacramento 1rchlltel, w11 r•lalned to 
lnevltabl• d•prlwallon of their laolaltd . dt1lg11 tht ~t. 
t•ltltn~ Bui lht popvltllon WII growing, 
and 1tveral local accident, wfllc:11 occurred Crucial lo U,. 1ucce11 of lht hoapltal 
11\0rtly alttr Barrett'• arrival provided the contlructlo,. tlfOtl w11 Iha acqulaltlon ol 
Impetus neceau,y to ntabllah I IOul •1• •• and i.c,.,ra1 fund,. To 11111 tnd Helle,, 
hoapltal. In one of lhttt, 1 member-of I ea,,.11anc1s.itonhadtomak1atrlpt0San 
conatrucllon crew working on Donne, f'ranclteo to P, ... n, thll, cut to the 11ttt 
Summit w11 operating I J1ckh1mme, whan board charged with granting ludl funding. 
tht tool atruck '°"" dynamila. Tha rnull• Gov,mmtnt advlaora recommended 11111 
Ing ,xplotlon 1,11 one of tht workman'• thegroup'1prNtnl1tlonbtconflntdtolhe 
t.o• hinging by I , •• lhrtdl of flnh Ind Hlal>lllhffllnl of local need only, .. Soard 
fal>tlc, and IOI '"' two houra It look IOI an policy conai<le,td IUCh p,obltma U 1kl 
ambulanct to trrlw from Sacramento Of Ind highway lnjurln to bt oultld• tht 
Nevada City, ht crltd out for tOrlleone to realm of t.Qltlmat, IOul nNd. 
put him out of hi• misery. On arriving at the San Franclaco htad• 

Shortlylhtrealttr,anothtrmtdlultm«• quarter, of the Soard, tht trio dlacovered 
gtncy ul1tderacorld th• need for I local that Chambetlln, their legal countel, would 
hoapltal. Thia time tht Ylellm wu Bllly not bt rep,es,nUng thtm btfore lht botrd. 
Martin, nephew of Tahot V111a contr1C1or Slnce PreslCS.nl Charlie Htlltr dtcllMd lo 
A.E. Sorenaon. Manin wu working to, hit apeak In the attorney'• lltad, S.Creta,y 
uncle and had been ttnl to check I hot Ttd Barrell agrffd, aomtwhlt ,eluetantly, 
Wlllt' hHltr which hid gon, OUI In I King, tomakt Iha l)(IIHt'ltatlon. Barrett recounled 
Beach blHmtnL The problem proved to for the Bo&td Ult two lnddanll dnc:ribed 
bt • butant l11k, and when Martin atruck I Hr11er, which ht felt lo bt good ,xampl• 
match to dlacovtr Iha aourct of the prob- of 111, urgency ot obtaining • medical 
1,m. the rt1ultlng ••Ploslon aewerely facility In tultrn Nevada County. lntfflO- , 
burned hla ear1. lace, h1nd1 and ltgt. GIiion by Ille botrd brought OUI tht fact 
Oulek•lhlnklng byetandtrt Hllngullhad that I new hotpllal WU already ulltdtl' 
the flamt1 by alnklng lht man In I ntarby conatructlon In l.oy1llon. But Barrett ex• 
pU, of eand, bul a doetor'a Mrvlc•t were plalntdlll11thoughlhtmapthowedl.oyll­
unqut1tlonably ,equlred, and Iha Injured ton to bt only a 11111, over eo mlln north ol 
man was loaded Into a prfvat, car for 1111 TruckN, snow c:ould bt exptCttd lo dON 

"1,tp, lcr'ffledlcal tltlp.liArngonlJing"fldt r tht con11~ N~••Y,109,JWr.lll),J~~.,., 
b,ought th• lmp,omptu 1mbul1nc1 10 much II al• montha· each year/ n~ · 

111
1 

C1111onClly,wher11mo1,lonthtout1klrta allatlng • detour which nearly trlpltd tht 
ol lown provided btda lor lht non-cont•• 
glout tick or Injured Ion tht condition they 
bfought their own atttndanlt). Here, lht 
10wn'1 only doelOI, who had been warned 

ConUnutd on Pag, 11 
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di1lanoe. A• Highway 20 (the Or111 Valley-Nevada City 
artery) w .. alao r,~uentlycfoltd by anow. Sacramtf)toor 
Rfno ICluall)' rtprestnled the cloant avall1ble medical 
care during the wlntet montt,1. 

cropping or, the weet end of u,, property wovld make an 
excellent 11ndmar~ 11ound wtll~ to placo, c.lrC\lllf or.try 
drive, •nd ao ,r,e ot1enta1Jon of lhe Mw buUdlng on ~ 
parcel waa dKldtd. Nevad• County 1ubHQUtnlly ,g,"4 
to build J)IV() road, • ont )n tronJ and one .In blCJc Of the 
l•clllty and conattuctlon N9an. con111cttd by V,t r.r.m cl 
John C. Shre<:k and J;M Hla Impromptu remarka over, Barrett took hi• ,eat once 

again, thoroughly discouraged about what he fell had been 
a very Inept presentation. Ht regretfully conceded to Heller 
and Sellon that the hospital elfor, was 10 end In fallure. 
However, he had groasly mlajudged his own pe11ua11ve 
akUla • congra1111a11on1 were In order. Barrett·• knowledge 
of the problem a.nd hla enthuslum for the hospital project 
had won • positive response from the bOard, and 1b0ut 
fcxir d1y1 later, formal notice of their approval of matching 
fund, wa, received. AJ a result of thl1 ruling, the state and 
ftderal governments would 11ch contribute $150,000 to 
the project, matching the amount raised by the df1trlct'1 
bOnd and thus providing the necessary funding to proceed 
with con11ructlon, 

S.llon'1 orlglnal plant called for a 10-room, t0-bed 
taclllty, but further atudy revealed that by lncreulng the 
room tlze two IHI In each direction another bed could be 
put In each room, doubling tht hospltar, capacity. TM 
plaMlng conllnuod In tarntat. Dr, NtllOn, a MW physician 
In town, 11rv11d II an advlaor to the architect, and Oarre1t'1 
wife, a regltlered nurae, gave valuable Input rt,gardlng the 
ntedt of the nuralng 111lf. 

S.lecllon or. bulldlng site WII almpllfied by I donatlOn 
or land by TruckH rnldent Dick Jo11ph In the name of hit 
ton Levon. who had been kllltd In the Second World War, 
The donated parcel enjoyed good acc .. , to tht main 
highway, and yet wu not adversely affected by 111 nolM, 
being sheltered by thick timber. After a thoughtful 1tudy of 
the 1crt1ge, Barrett concluded~,tt • large granite out• 

The hospital opened for bualneu Aprll 14, ,~2. elld 
proved l/'le necHalty ot Jt1 con11tuctlon. For mUCl'.I of the 
calendar y111, 1now and Icy roads made 11,1rface-Jovet 
acce11 to the hospital dlrtlcult, and Board member Jim 
Shtrrltt w11 eoon urging the conatruction of • ,htl.i.port 
Funda for the project were not available, but community 
spirit prevailed, and locai Individual a and firm, ,aw to the 
v1rlou1 phUea of the project on a donation bul1. "Buck" 
Plevel, auperlntendent for Ralph LarNn and Soo of San 
Francisco, cut down and removed the ""' (tht hospll&I 
alte w11 heavily wooded) and the Taho.-TruckH Disposal 
Service removed the debris. Teichert Conatructlon /ur,n,­
lshed gravel for the but of the pad and runway, whlel:> w11 
1ubsequ1ntty paved by Savage and Son. Th• foreal 
Service provided • wlndvane for the facility, and O;,e 
flnlahing 1oucht1 were 15 gallon, of paint, purchaMd by 
Ted Barrett for $31111"1 Army Surp1u11tore lo Sacramer,to. 
(Tri-co,t of the paint proved to be the total caah outlay for 
fl't helll)Ort.) 

Tht hOlpltal continued to grow, and by the mid 1 ~ lhe 
1t1ff Included dOCIOfl Brodie, King. Nelson and Pttr. In 
1087, 1 flrat addition was completed, and In 1978, a new 
emergency wing was dedicated, An Intensive cart unit 
(converted from the or1glnal ER)w11 operallonal(no pun 
lnltnded) 11 or 1979. 

Today, tht Tahoe Forni Hoapltal has aurpused any­
thing ltt foundera could have Imagined. Thirty-one doctor1 

r-11 .. ,...t,... c,- 10 

JRTH TAHOE WEEK February 19·25, 1917 Page 19 
~,ta9.w'ConUnu1d from Page 18 

' IIIVI on ill active ataff and eight more .,. ISIOdllt 
phyalclans. The 28-bed akllltd nuralng faclllty, new In June 
of 1986, ha1 brought the hospltar, acute care capacity to 
42 bed1. (1h11 unit alone more than doubling the alu of the 
original hospital facility). Ground-bruklng fo, n4t'<l&aurge,y 
and lntenah,e care unlll la planned for 1h11 coming apr1ng .. 
Though tt,e Tahoe Forest Hospltal may never be ~ to 
offer the 1pec:lallzed 11rvtces avaUable In the Big Qty. It 
fulfllls the purpose of any community hospital: to provide 
medical attention lo those who require It. and In dOing ao 
fulflll1 the dream of a generation of cltlzena who had the 

1,--dedioallon and~1() aee It ttwoclgll fO'r~.t 
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The Coming of 
The Tahoe Tavern 

Po..t I 
The role of th• Tahoe Tavern In Tahoe 

Clt(I Nato,y Is 10 blalc 1h11 a dlacuaalOl'I 
or the town·• dev•IOpment la lncompi.te 
wlthe>IJI mention ol It To 111 patrona. the 
Tav«n wH a grand hotel- the ahOwplace 
of Tahoe. Yet to the community which wH 
Ill nelghl>Of, the T-n WU also. lore• 
which provided rec:11111ona1 and social 
oppo,1unillff, trained Ila leaCMra and ln-­
aplred a MnM or MIi. 

Qy the 18110s, the decline of the Buln'a 
lumber Industry w11 closing Qlenbtook'a 
mm,, and a mH1 relocation ol the once­
buatling 1111 ahorecommunlty began. With 
the waning ol the local lumber lndualry, 
8111n 11ope1 had been almoat totally 
denuded of Umber. However, the 8 1111 
lamlly, whoH eirtanalve lnterHII had 
dominated the Qlenbrook (and Iha Basin) 
economy, had wlaely apared the magiflcent 
atand ol trffa around the Lake Outlet at 
Tahoe Clly, and It wH to thl a location that 
they began to move the 1truc1urH and 
material• which would be I.he b11l1 of their 
n- operatlOna. 

Thia new end11vor would be In Iha rHlm 
ot tourlam. The 81111 famlly'a plan, called 
lot the co1111ructlon of a hotel to rival any In 
the country, but preparation a necnsary to 
the IUCUII of •uch • grand und•rtaklng 
would require the establlahment ol ...,.,,, 
key aervlcel previously unknown In Tahoe 
City. Most basic of thasewH a comlortable 
and dependable system ol tranapo,tallon. 
Prior to 1900.ajoalllng 15-mlleatagecoac:h 
ride from TruCkff WU the IHI leg of a trip 
to Tahoe• a certain Impediment to wllitor 
t11vel. During Iha aummer of 1898, arehllect 
Wllllam Seth BUM (no relation to h is ern­
ployer1) wa, hired by the newly-formed 
Lake Tahoe Railway and Tranaportallon 
Company, a Bliss-owned venture. Bliss 

. 
The 11,at engine lo be ulld on the line 

WH tN 111111 locomotive "Tahoe· (I\OW r .. 
CMalgnated No. 1), and during IN 11111 
Mason or operallOn, a number of flatcar, 
11w double duly u freight and puaenger 
con ... yancff. With IN "- rall ayatem II\ 
place, 1lght.-• could travel all the way to 
the lak11hore by rail. But of more Imme­
diate Importance to the company, the 
materlal1 neceuary for Implementing the 
HCond phHI of their grandi0M plan, 
could be efflclently transported to the alt• 
ol operation,. 

The page. of the TrucllH R.publlun 
(lat•r Sierra Sun) for 1901 are valuable 
aourcet of ln!ormatlon regarding the pro­
grau of the 611P larnlly'a plan, that year. 
An April luue n:~a !NI D.L. Bllaa, 
manager of th• flh •a!I line, had rul\ the 
flrlt train tor ma ,-.t.•"ft i,,to TruckH from 

• Tahoe City. n .. l "•ll'll:I trip took Mveral 
1Say1, ow!n; b 11\gll! ,apslra enrouta end 
the d iV9'Slon ol "10" w1tara from the 
track. H~""!Wf~ tl\,t ,oad_waa_ r.•P9rt.~ ~- . 

""11cellant condllloi,, and regular lllpe _,a 
scheduled lo begin altar May 15. 

Toward the and of May, a nN boxcar 
(lhe flral) WH added to lhe L TAT Co. 
rolling atock. and on June 15, • new 
ob11rvetlon coach wu added to the two 
e.i1t1ng puae11g1r coaches. The train left 
Truckff et a Lm. dally returning to 
TrucltH at 5;20 p .m. after Iha pa111nge11 
made a trip around the Lake on Iha ateamer 
TAHOE. (Thi 1i.1mar mat Iha train al • 
lrfftll pie, 1/1 mile In length. The train 
would beck onto this trestle for the dis­
charge of puaengara, who had to take 
only a few 1tep1 acrou the pier to board 
the boat 

wuhlredtocompleteuurveyollhaRiver During the 1901 Muon, the LTRT Co. 
canyon, precedent to construction of • wu bu1y relocating !hair Glent>rOOk ma• 
11ilroad which would connect Tahoe with chine 1hoP1 to the Tahoe C11y lakefront. 
Central Paclflc'1 atandard gauge line at 84irgea were again the means or transpo,-
TruckH. Development of thla 1y111m talion, roads around the Lake being totally 
would make the trip to Iha Lake pouibla Inadequate to lhe po,taga ol structures. Al 
IOI all but the acutely ln"rirm • a necessity In • the time of their relocation. the buildings' 
auuring the volume ol bu1lnesa called tor encroachment Ol'I Iha Tahoe Commons 
by the ambitious plans. was conaldared • necesury evil, for tha 

r eported the ,luly 13·i--of lha-1'.pub­
llcan, •and want out IO Hoblt1 W11 today. 
Ha 11 going to build• hotel at T ahoa City. H 
11 aald Ila con1truc:1IOI\ wiU COIi 1150.000. 
which maanaa fine hc>tel. • 11me ••• of the 
naence. The buraacralic at,uggi. wtlldl 
would block a almlla, underta.klng today 
wH no auch Impediment to Ula 81111 
Company', progrNI, arid by late Septem,, 
bar, conatrucllOn of the new flotel waa well 
underway. 

The October 12 luue ol lhe ~IUIJ , 
repo,1ed good progrn1, noting 1h11 a c,-
of 7J) men wu hard at wo,ll on lhe p,o)eet. 
·11 wlll be au enclosed and covered In rwo 
wHk1," reported the newspaper, •prCM<f­
lng bad WHlhat doel not NI In too heavy. 
II la an lmmanae aflalr, and wlU be a inuct,. 
needed building IOI Ult lncrHMd tourill 
travel and tight-• during the aummar 
montha. There 11 alao belt\g put II\ a fine 
waler system for aupplylng the hou-. 
hotel a and also In connac:uon. fire plug, for 
fire purpoHa. • 

The lut ucuralon train of the HaOII 
ran thafollowlng Sunday.giving algh'--­
• final look al the Lake• and Iha new hoCel 
-until Iha lotlowlng spring. 

To finance 1119 conatruction and~ 
ment of lhair new project, the L TRT Co. 
mortgaged lhair new rail syatam. borro­
lng half a million doltara from the Mercan­
lile Truat Co. cA San Franciaco In Novemblf. 
The term of Iha loan wH 30 )'latl. wllll lhl 
note bearing 5'- lnterHL Considered an 
anormou• aum at the tum ol lhl c.ntu,y, 
Iha $500,000 toan pr,,...C, a IIVewd tM$­
n11s arrangement. to, Iha popularlfy of the 
ent1rpri11 ii financed repaid the bol ro.,.,.. 
many•fol<I In the years wl'llc:h tonowad. 

w • • 8y the faltof 1--•atl the ~ ling atodrfOI' • • _,ailrc»d'I benelit• •the ·COll'lmunily-,.. .. .,._ ,..,,.. 
tlle new railroad had bffn barged over to Critically lmpo,1ant to iU future. By ml6-

"'! I I I · t 

Tahoe City from abandoned linaa II\ Glen- July, all was In readlnHa tor Iha aMOUnce-
brooll and Bijou. The laying of track on the mant of the company, grand new under-
new 15-mile roadbed continued through taking. •o.L. Blila wu hara yesterday.• 
1M aummer of 18911, and In the apring Of 
UK>O, the tine """ put Into tant•tlve , 
operation. 
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Tht Tahot Tavern 
Opule11u and lsolatio11 

w ne n Ille Tahoe Tavern opt nt el ror 
buaintn Iii 11102. lht d1v11tlly lild dUII· 
b•llty or 111 IUCCtll could !IOI havt bttn 
guentd 11 by lt1 toune1t,1 • nor. ptrllapa, 
cou ld they have to1111en whit dlfllcu1t11.1 
would bf Involved In Ill tlllblothmtnt u 
1n tUlly-lCCtU•blt, 1tlH1onttlnoel roaorl, 
m,tea trom lht nta111t civic ctntlf. Trant­
porllltlon 10 lht ltollteel rttort hid t,etn 
auureel by tht completion ol a railway 
ayttem llnll.lng 11 wllh the Central P1cil1c 
arltry 11 Truell.ea. v,1, lhtro were 0111,r, 
,qutlly probltmallo IIPKII of con11ruc• 
lion 11111 10 bl dtlll with. 

The 11t1bll1hmtn1 ol a water ayatem was 
crucia l lo Ille malntenanct OI tnt grind 
new rttort. a nd not aa ta Illy accompllsned 
111111a1o.111d1 loca llon would •uooeat. Th• 
trl lllC o l ,,,. lleamel'I 11111 ,mailer CIIII, 
which w111 part a nd parcel ol the Tovo1n·1 
promine nce on the lah, CC\lld not holp bul 
Cliaturb the p1111ty of Ill tnorelln• •u to< 
supply• lo trlt uten1 ina, a polablo a..>u1t., 
had 10 be o,veloped , , .. ..,h, rt • ~Cl r:;)«1 
In. 

TIit n,11111 1va11tbl1 wate• ol 1ull1Cldnl 
volume 10 IUllaln I IIIIOn&I popuu.don 
which otttn tacffelt<I 1,000 wu lrom lhe 
0 111an1 Burton Crfflt drainage, on Ille 
Olhlf 110, of Tahoe Cily, O,..,tloping 11111 
aourct of watt! and OtOvtring h to Ille 
T1vt1n ln.olved lht con11ruct1on of two 
r-rvoi11 and Hfftal miles of conn.oll"O 
piPtliM. Thia relay aylltm wtnt o .. rland 
u far 11 lht !>Ollom of Grove s11 .. 1. and 
from there followed Ille Uk• bOttom In • 
Olrtct lint to tn, Tavtm. There, by virtue ol 
g11vlty lted, II could bl Olatrlbuleel to Ille 
multll11iout accommodatlonl ol lht hotel 
and malnt-,ct buUOlngt , lhtdallyreQuk► 
m1n11 ol which were N11ly comparable 10 
tho" ol 1 ,mall c ity. 

Another UPIICI of the T1vtrn'1 dtvtlop-
1Mnl which had 10 be leldrettod Wal lhl 
"tabhlllmtnt or tltctrlcal power. In 1801, 
,,,.,. ... no tltclric ullllly II lht La~•. Ind 
10 tholt dt1lrlng thia modern convenience 
-• forced lo provlelt II for thtmNlvea. 
Stt1m•powtr1d gen,111011 proved lht 
1ol11tlon 10 tht Tavtrn'a '"''~X. rie.01. •• 

" " • "l t l " l~I' llriiUl'1l4i~lylrio"-I061-'\fiipwlrerooma 

1
,-. (lflt hotel accommodlllona .,..,. unhNledJ 

I/Id l>O"' to Ol)tfllt lht on-prtml,.. 
1· laundry• a contldtfablt coneumtt In Ila 

o,wn right.Thl11y1lem waa tllt beala ol tllt 
ftt(>lt'I eltcltlcal po-, until \ht ... ,1y • 

The clorm«ff, 1hlnglt-eldtd bulldlnf• Ind 
in.gfllllcttll groundt of lflt Tallot T.w1111 
ere btlng lkll In order IOf Ill 111111 .,_ of 
otHIIUon In 1h11 8111 8r1Mf photo, llqtt 

ill 1"'· 

1ino.. whtn s1,111 PtCIIIC Powtr br011gn1 
lht community II large 1n10 1111 tltclrle 

•o• 
Commun1c11ion with the "oulllelt wo,ld" 

wat Hatntlal 10 Ille rt1ort'1 10phl11lc1ttd 
Clltnte le, and In e delition 10 • ttlegr1ph 
olllce , the Tavern could even bout • 
tttephont, In 1800, u lngltphonetlntheel 
t>etn 11rung from Truck" oown tht rlvtr 
canycn to Tahoe City. 1nd thtnet along 
thew"' IIIOrtofthtLaktilflf .. Emttald . 
Bay. Tholt wlih aulllc ltnl lnlt,111 Ind 
capital Wtrt Ible to lie lnlo 1h11 IIM, Ille 
TIVlfn bting ont of lht lnklll IUIIICribtfs. 
Owing 1011111n1red line, · oe111ng out· wu 
IOl!ltti- 1 probltln, but for Ila lime, Int 
1y1ttm •• conllo.r.d lldlquatt. 

Wllh ~ aylltml In pllCt,,lhe high 
Sltrtl hoaletry WU rNCIY fo, ou1u1,11. Ind 
w,th thutrlval of tht t0021111111111uauon. 
It w11 off and 1Unnlng, for the 02 aummera 
which followed, !ht Tavern held undl► 
puled IWI)' U "1111 pl101" 10 go II Janot 
(lhough tht rivalry of Tallac, a nd later 
Gltnbrook 1.nd Brockway WC\lld give II 
momtntary compellUon), and to 1h11 day, 
the rt1ort'1 longtvlty 111nda 11 • rtcord 
wnlch no ot/llr Balin cer1van11ry 1111 
lltllff'atllt10 1U~"' l"'llll~'Wll"l "1'"1 

~ 
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Tht Tahot Tavern' 
Opultnet and Isolation 

Part II 

The quality of I"- T1vMn'1 cllentele wu 
maintained by decleltdly llff P prlcH. 
though guNts were Inclined to overlook 
tht txpen11 .. ln view of tht 1umptuou1 
11otpltaflty.Atwo-w"k1taywumlnlmum, 
and many guest, conaldered tht Tavtm 
their peROnal 1umrn« residence. Over lht 
YHB, tht ho1ttlry holttd an lmprHalvt 
liat of vllltora. Numtrova atatHJMn on 
holiday and glOl>e•trolling ctllbtlUH 
algned tht gueat reg1,1,r, u well u many 
from the entertainment world (including 
Will Rogera, JHnettt MacDonald and 
Nelson Eddy, Charles Laughton and Bing 
Crotby). 

And no wonder, The T1v1m'a faclli tles 
wM• second to none In tht region • or 
elMWhere, for thal man..-. Such coamo­
polit1n amenltiet u a ballroom. batber· 
thop, bowling alley, theatre and riding 
,tables w111 all part ol lM Tavern faclllllet, 
and a m1nlcurlat. bt111tlclan and phyliclan 
were alway• In retldtnce. In later yelB, 
aervlc•• were expanded to Include a golf 
link 1, twlmmlng pool r'fhe Plunge 1, auto­
mobile_ garage (which l11er doubled u an 
Indoor akallng rink) and toboggan 11111 ~ 
the latter two amenltlH developed during 
tht Tavern's years of winter operation. 

,TIit tam• of the enterpriae 1pre1d, bring• 
Ing with It lncrHaed butlnnt and ti.ill 
more fame. Whllt other 1101111 and resorts 
Clll)t and. want, tilt "tavern. semalned, 
taking on th• status of an Institution In the 
rapidly cllanglng eco110my of tht postwar 
perjod. But a for ct was growing along with 
tht economy which would ahakt tM foun• 
dltlon• of tvtn IUCh well-eatabllshtd 
enterpf1aea u the Tavern. 

By lht early 19&09, Ule lnevltlblllty of a 
sewer on Tahoe's welt shore was assured. 
The expenat or connecting to thla new 
system wu especlally aevere for resorts 
and 1101111, for their assessments for the 
hookup ·were baaed on the n·umbtr of 
1ccommodaUon1 they provtded. 1tJ1nol 
aurprfslng tll«I the proprietors 9f · 10rne 

... , . ... r • I~,. I~~~ .APl,tfprjJ,ep. /:Ql\'il~d,A.P)J,t,Jn• ex­
penat of hooking up to ltie IIWtr could pot 
bt Ju1t1ned by Iha three brief months ol 
operation, 1nd I number'of localreaort Ind 
hotel facllltlea aoon wore •For Salt"'ilgna. 
fht futull of 111aon11 ex>mmunltla, some 
bt'IJt,,td. WU 1,, condontlnliimi"' After ,11, 
~ ~~opera, who ,!"9ntecf td_!taY~ 

• oink old hotel whln they could own • 
modem lakNldt retldenc:e on lht """ 
lilt? 

Not 111&1 such blind homage to Ult up-to­
dlle WU unlve111I. DevotHS of tht Old 
Tlhot ralaed I publlC outcry agalnll the 
d1ml11 of lht T1¥9f'n, and other entitln 
thr1111ntd by the' approach of prog,111. 
But forced to chooae bttwetn 11ntlrnent 
and aolvency, the T1vern·1 owners had to 
concede 11111 happy memories do not kNP 
the bllla pa.Id, and when the 111&C aummer 
aeaaon ended, an era wu ending u well. 
fO( t.'11 T■vtfn WU clollng Ill doors for the 
I.1st time. 

AlanauellonheldSaptembtr 12•nd 13, 
1~ tteuurt hunters and profit 1urn111 
bid for the tlnglble lurnllhlnga ol tht 

._grand old rnor1. Kitchen and dllllng furni­
ture, cn1ndeller1 Ind Nga, bedding and 
bathroom fl•turea went on the block.• tht 
1howpl1ce wu 1trlpp1d of lt1 finery. 
Following Ult auction. building mattrlala 
were aold right off the 1tNClur11, aiding 
atrlpptd Ind plumblng prNmpttd. Win• 
Clows Ind doors, bathtubs Ind boiltfl • all 
had to go to make way '°' thl tint ol the 
•••••• condominiums. 

A condition of 1111 ol lht property wu 
that the alx•IIOfy btll to_, bt llved a! I 
landmark around which Ult condo project 
was to l>e bullL but 1n arson fjrt Jevtllecf 
thla last vestige of tht historic compound 
before the new bulldlng• could 1>e com­
pleted. aeverlng this fln1I tie with tht puL 
And ao the ·r1hot Tavern c11sed to be 
anything more than a memory for the 
uncounted crowdS who had puted lhrough 
Ill doorw during tilt six-plus Clec:adea of Its 
existence, 

• At I moment In hlatorywhtn no1t1lgfa la 
enjoying 'wide popul11lty, l t le dilflcult'lo 
•Pft~tt.m• pti11111.0Pf1~ ~.filllQtrpl!QO. 
1go.-whlch equated •01d· with ~oblolett"' 
Ind lhNgged Ila ahouldera II lht demc,1, 
lltlon of '°"'' ·or T1hot'1' most l'llatorlc 
atructur ... HOWIV9f, lall ~ydid,andwl_th 
1 reverberation which •ould echo lonQ 
j fter the ru~ of their demlu had~ 
cletf!° IWI)', . ._ ' • . ' . 

f 11 II' f I , ,_, ~1'1 , P 
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~--Log Cabins · 
011• 011n, Tanoe Inn'• orlgl11al oulbulldl11g1 WH I log n1m1111 In 1n1 ltg whll, Cllwllng undtrllHlh ,n, Log 

Nloon on Fronl Strffl, on• door ,111 of lht 11111 proper. Cabin looking tor boott." 
Tht tllCI ytar 0111, contlruclion c,nnol bl Ytrlflod, bul II 
apparently cam, 1n10 being aboul lht 11mo ttm, 11 lht 
Inn. Tht rough and rt1dy 1ctlvllit1 common 10 b1rroom1 
of lht day .,,,. nol coneldtr.cl proper a1mo1phort lor 
ladlH. Ind ,n, old Inn did nol lncludl I bar • ,nu, 111, 
11pa111, 11ruclurt 

Tht LOQ Cabin·• popullrlly conllnu1d und,mlnlahtd 
through lh1 yt1r1 of Pfohlblllon, pern1p1 1von onjoylng 

onh1nced 1ucce11 by vlr1uo of 111 lsolallon ind lack of 
lnlerferonco from fOProtonlalivos of tho law. Local on• 
lorcomonl of logl~lallon govurnlng 1lcono1 and gaming 
.,., nolorioualy OJI, and lhO Log C.bln WIS 1bl1 to 
maintain 1n opel'-dOOr policy with Impunity, rolylng on 
llp-olla from w1tt-1Jtlctd ,ourcos 10 provent surprl JO visits 
from Federal olfk • ra. 

During Ou, Aenner'a man1gem1n1 of lhla slroel•front 
Log Cabin (beginning 1boul 1 ll23or 24), the liquor flowed 
frNly, In aplto of Prohibition. David Bitner!, Renner'a 
11tp1on, roca11, 1n lnclgont which look pl1c1 In lhe 
,ocond Log Ctbln pointing up lhe non-coopo11tlon of 
IOCIII, who I IOod unll1d In lht r,c, of out,ldo meddling In 
th1lr 1ctlvhlet. "Ont of lhe big 11ugn1 th11 11,, people of 
Tahoe Cily had." Blen1r1 11mtmbe11, "w11 when one of 
lhl Prohla IFtdtral alcohol tnforc1m1nl 1g1nt1) 1h01 

Th, opporlunlly to chart,ng, Lady Luck wu juat 11 
rt1dlly 1vallabl1 on lhl pramlNI, Th• log C.bln Ofltrtd 
1101 m1chlnt1, poker tablH, wh11l1 of fortune and 
punchboarda, 1<1u1llng lht variety• II not 1n, volum, . of • 
Ntv1d1'1 gaming hOUNI, (01mbllng WU ltglllltd In 1n11 
11111 In 1931,) 

During lhe yHII of lhl VolllHd Acl , .. Prohibition WU 
known), alcohol tor th• Log C1bln'1 bar wu ropultdly 
aupplltd by IOCII 1ourc11. E.B. Scolt mak11 mention ol a 
"Goel Ranch" down the TruckN River, where 1 "hancf. 
rocktd" dl1t1f111ion w11 product<! by Joe King. Anoen., 
popular aging proceu employed the wave action of lht 
Lake to do lhe work, and barrels of "Working" hooc:n -.,, 
moored OlflhOII, under lhe watchful tylS ol lhtlrow,,.,., 
untll auch tlmt •• 1ney wtre ready to conaume (or Ufitll 
c.onaumei. wera ready to drink them). 

Tht 1$34 lire whlcn dt1troyed lhe Tlhot Inn 1110 
broughl 1n end 10 lhe Log C.bln ,,, bul IUCh I lucra11 .... 
operatJon would not die ao tully By the aummer ol 1934, 
lho rtlncarneltd Log C.bln w11 11rvlng cu11om111 lrom 
11, new loc:1tlon behind lhe Tahoe Inn, Bulll by Cart 
Q,tchdolt, Sr .. 11111 po11•Prohlbltlon Log Cabin backed up 
lo tho golf courae, m1klng ,1 handy " tilth Hot,• ln the 
lbNnc, ol I proper clubhOUII, The Log Cabin •2 WII an 

• equ1lly•popul11 ha uni among non,goll111. and tht rqw of 
1~ Wlo,l,wl)lfh /14;!\,ffl llN<l~lt\ • ~4fiij(OYldt<I . c,nw.i,n.&.. 

iiif11t for dewe'"lt ol lndoo, eporta, , , ' 1"' 



0TH #"128Log Cabinsp2 __ _ - -- - ----

Overthe years. managers of Bechdolt•s rustic roadhouse 
· Included Ed Reusenberg, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sutton. "Big" 

Fred Relselt·, Chet Mickeljerd and several others. By the . 
mld-1930s, the repeal of the 18th Amendment had eased '. 

. . . 
any concerns over alcohol-related rcJids, but gambling . . 

, ,co'ltlnued to play a major role In the recreational offerings 
of the establishment until 1948, when Edmund G. "Pat" 
Brown took over the California Governorship. So~n 
thereafter, local gambling operations which had thrived 
d.urlng his prior term as Attorney General were forced to 
shut down. 

In 1952, Bechdof\ arranged for the sale of the Log Cabin 
building, and it was dismantled and moved to Crystal Bay, 
Nevada, where it was reassembled on a parcel just over the 

· state line. At a four-day Grand Opening just prior to 
Memorial Day, 1952, new owner Bert Cochran promised to 
.. throw away the key and be open around the clock" (with 
Johnny Caruso as host). The Log Cabin continued to be a 
successful business at th 4 new site, until it, too, was 
destroyed by fire. 

• • 

/O~b 



U9 The Open R~ jrranspo,ution >Automobile >Tourism 
1carot v~n Etten Collfflion 

_,. _____ NO_R_TH_TAH_O~ WUXApfl D-May t.1N7 ,-v-1 

1,cao,v .. ,ri,.. 
Cour'lftyO, llleHMttl.aV 
Tanc»~!oaM:)' 

"---t.i...---The Ope_n Road-· -_--
lllrougft the~ of lhiac:antury, Serra •aat1oni 

had t\em 1111 o,o,,lnceof thl.-llhy, Pllbllc tranapo,Unon 
WU nper,af,e, and ac:ccmmodlllOfta In 1111 tl~ltll "'911 
country tio.,.,,,.. QIM dell. In th• not two dec:adn. 
11o-. ill'Jl'lllcant dllngfl. In the pallem ol Amertcan 
li'e would 11ri"9 a ffl0f9 ,aned population to IN lo,merty 
aaduao.,. dolnan of o... aummer tllte. altering llie loal 

- aa nolhing kfore ii l'lad. 
By 1913, Henry ~• UMfflbly line tec:hnique had 

g,-ay,rlduc:ed Ille coatol.manuflduring, llwlwdb. lha. 
outt>reu of Wor1d Wa, {the toncnring ye11~111e In-non 
wu applied to the p,odudion of _.,pon1 Ind ~ of 
WK. Ho-r~ Dy lhe t&IN the Doughboyw relun»1t t,om 
IOf'9iign shores, Amena had rtwrttd to a p&ICIGffle 
economy. bllld 11,v.ty pn 1111 l)<oduelon ol autOfflObi,eL 
Thne inau-p,oduc:ed-'wl\ic:IH, bOUg/ll on li,n. ..,. 
Wllllln th• mean• of Ole _age potlWlf llftllly. and for 
ffle flrtl time. the mlddll CI.UMI Wtf'I able to Climb ~l'!d 
1111 whffja ol lhtlr own Ill_,. and take to 11\f open road. 

Thi ltfedl of INS Oev.iopment on ll'le toutlllt lndultly 
_,.. lar-fflChing. Auto campa and plalfoml tent 0- : 
..,. i.ginnlng to aprtng up In rural areu IU ever :!'le 
c:ounuy. ll'd Tahoe wu no e~ptlon. "tmprot«f" ~ 
along boll\ IN no,1handwestirh<>tNof lhf Lake !lad c-i 
COl'l>platld just pnor to the out?lreall. of wit'. ano at Iha 
junc:tlon of lhelt dusl-chOkld bywlyt. !!If Medi of.Ill 
elllCIWlld community began to grow. By 1920. .T~ 
or,-1 buainnses lnc:luded a garage/Iii Ung station • ......i 
lod;ing lloulft and rHtaur■nlL two marqta (l!Ol Safeway 
and Ludly. you may bl auret: "lnd oanc• hlll. -•• 
saloons.. a lumber company and I dispensary 01 lilma. 
cur!N and riahlng lldlll. 

01 COUfll, much of lhe tta,,. to and lrom the like wu 
alill by train. Prior to Ille ~Ion of Ille Uncoln 
Highway. the gruering trip from lhe Bay Alea took ...,.,II 
daya. and Ille final 100 miles.•-, 1111 rutted grade from 
Coltaa lO Tll'loe Oty.•U I n•,....•rlduf!Q. apil'9-iolting 
~al, ol five or 1ix hou~ (IIOl counting time out lo, ffat 
wtS, boilowfs. MOIMI' medl&nical probl9m&J. But 1Nny 
NINd lhedlacomt0f1 ind potential perilaof lhlmotortrip 
as• ~ ing ldYenture which midi the dtsbnation all 
Ole more splendid.. 

ouiiytng iiior117r~ g,Ntad ltQ~ ol 
aul\lmn Dy draining Wlllr llnaa. IM!mlinQ I/IUIZar1I In 
pllea. alOwong porch lumitun _.., ~,,. p,a;,ar--
11lon1 ~alnac the rorUlc:offllrlg-of ii-,---. 
Thul on atty Labor Oar -'"and. IN lown'I p.~ 
re1ldent1c:ould 1iton their pcl(CNllnd-QDOd~• 14 
I ltHdy p,oceulon of Yffllcles l!Mdl(IQ out ol lOwn ""111 
not year. The few vl11to~ who ling.-.d~IO al 
1111 rl1k of being~ In. fo,u,a Cllilorn,a CMllen cf 
Highways could not be eapactld to dnt Ille roads in the 
t't'enl of an Nr1y 1torm. 

The unavoidable fac:t of VIII brief and clNrt,-daflntd 
aeaaon rtQulred unuau1I Ingenuity on the part ol lccaJ 
rHldtnta. and mo11 wore_., hat.a In°"'" ro a.&tMn 1 
year•round elllll.nce. Some lound wtnt.,-_. u ,care,,: 
11keraofnNrbyfflllH.wl'llleOlll.,..eng~i,,.·~ 
ol •hile-111son project.a -u-'fy lhl r~o• ac;uoi,nwnt 
or the manufacture of goods wllicJI could C. IOld'durin~ 
11\elOIIOwlng lOurlstHuon. M1r1ya,t)Qo,"-oQd. and 
aome engaged In ltlpplng lheYlnOUI fUNIHring 1/ltllllll 
abundant In Iha lrN. ,,,, 

From October 1 to May 1. 1111 alnmer NEVADA (and 
111., N Cf\111« MARIAN B) ran on a trvlc..wkly Wlftllr 
ld'llduie. _dli.~ mall Ind aupllfl!I .!2.!t! ~n~,~ 
h16li.1ion1 around the ulta. ind th11 operation p,o,,.dld 
winier employment for I ,.,. people. So 100 Old the joD of 
repainrlQ 1111 llmporanly Idle rolling IIOCIL ol Ille l:lkl 
Ta11otRallwayandTransportatlonComl)""11110u­
TAHOE. Ind later lhl cars Ind equipment· ot Soutltlrn 
Pac:,llc. However. In 1p1t1 of Ille w,11ingnHS Ind lnOulll'f 
of the local populallon .• nit remain~ rough in the 
mountains. ~ 

An e11ly ellort to balance this lol)s>dld economy -
1111 brainchild of ..Jack Mathews,.. wllO wu 191)(1intld 
IIWIIQCN' of thl :r~·T•vern In 1927. shotlly ,rt ... Ille 
81&11 l1mily ~Id out 10 the Unnard Holel lnllrests. Willi :_! 
the conveBlonof 1111 loc:al ran 1ys1am to lllnd1rd gauge 
by Southam Pacific:. Mathews 11w tl\Li!Olenlial for I 
aec:ond .-ao" ol operation. and tor the neat hall-dozen 
years. an arr~nt w,111 SP brought flall.nders (many 
of whom tud 111\'W'"" anew) to the TIYlm'a doo,si.p 
on,winttr WNktnOs via '"Snowball ~111• • U9'ffMS 
from tht Bay Cuyand Sacramento. For the .-.0 OeaOa belwffn Ille wars. Ndl passing 

Muon AW 111Ndy lnc,eue In the summer popufatlol, ­
oa a IUic:lly Muonal basiL The tian,y rew who made 
/ftl!Oe Qty lheiryNN'Olll'ld homt llill numbered Ina tl'lln 

--2oo lbyttle~Ul301. and lhia flQUIII would have lnchldtd, 
l.ate Fores& and Tahoe Par1L.. (Th• ,a graduating dw 
'<Of TIIIICW City's branch ol Placerl.Jnlon High Sch_ool WU 
• but a 1111gle student). 

, l 

For 1111 entertalnfMnl ol lta whllt-NUOl'I visit0r$. the 
T1vem off wed Ill Winier Sports Grounda.,ona mn.-at ol 
1111 hotel. Hor111 (ltttd out Wllh IIIOW1hots fl'Oftl 111d rN1 

.,__,--;;-c were kepi bust pulling al11gtia full ot euphoric guests IO 
'C"" /.1;,,,. th1alte.whtfwlheyc:ouldlhrilll0arideontr11~ 

, toboggan aftde. or watch lllhibolion aid Jumpcng on the 
- wo,ld-daa~.•'Whichln_m,,-,ec3 Ille Ndcnal 
,i~ ChampionahlpL The ,Tavem'a ~OfftOC>lle llatlll.t. un-i TIie reaso1tf0f'1tll111Magnt scattenng of SOUia COUid be 

'IUled in-word: anew. Wlnle, road clotures prevented 
.,.. pcaslbiUty of I wlnterwla,101' aconcmy - not 11\el !Mt• 

.., wolll~ ~ ~tp~.liylsw IOi~ da'f$. 
T'l'loagtl 11-summer ~owners lffl'fed on Memorial 
Day WNllenG llO oper, ll'leir placea forl!II seucn .• Ullngs 
didnocg.cofflcilllyund-r,•dleast.uWUIIIIIOCal 
~ - con,c:enl9d • urU 1'11 FO\IIUI of July 
WNUnd. TMn.,. NneOf'ten--~lurioo.aadivity. 
N -an.~ aoain to an •~pt ltalt WO 911 
anrnl of utlor· 0..,. Pwt-iime .-identa Ind ow,_. ot 

- needldlnlightofdoMdll,ghways.aawuaauaniftCIOOI' 
1k11lng rink. II did I nllTOw 11,;p,-ot llllllow 111:&191' 

•- --~ tw~ ~ f?.P T•_,,...,P!.,.. which would ol!ea ~ .. 
-~~~•( .. _ ~ .. .t, I n~ .... •~ ltft! 



Though a noble experiment. the Tavern's winter opera­
tion had not been a financial success.· and when the 
hostelry returned to its summer-only sche~ule In 1934, 
most ·1ocal businesses had no choic e- but to follow suit. 

• • 
The fe~sibility .. of winter operation had be~n questionable · 
at best, and most merchants felt lucky to keep th~ir doors 
open for the three months of summer - winter was 
generally .. viewed as a ,period of recovery and seclusion . . ..: . .. .... ......_...... . 

By decade's end, however, the memory of earlier failures . 
had faded·~ aLleast In some rniods. What about winter, 
anyway? Snow_had already been d.e01onstrated to possess 
recreational properties. Why not inform the public of -
Tahoe's ample endowment? To. this end, a ·late-summer • 
editorial In the Lake Tahoe News spoke enthusiastically of 
th~~ming snow: uThare ars many plans for bigger and 

.. -~b~r winter sports in ths lal<_e re91oil now ready to be 
··ca · ·ed out for the ~ tming ~eason," confided the editor. 

''!~~~ ye~"r will be,an i~lal _on~ ~ lntr~~uce yourseH to the . 
, pleasures of a White Christmas." · 

- ~... - -------
There were few takers that winter or in those i ~ mediately 

following, for how to get there-and how to get back-were 
still problems without a comfortable solution~ Yet among 
those who chose to stay •~on the hill" through those long 
seaSOl)S ·of isolation, shared experiences translated into a 
growing sense of community spirit - and the town's first 
real efforts at self-improvement. 

I" II ti (~ Mf l I I• • 


