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Winter Carnivals
Not so New

In the upper reaches of the Sierras, the
difficulty of attracting sufficient winter busi-
ness tojustify operation{or, in more recent
times, the presance of non-essential
services) hasbeenovercome by local busi-
ness people in a variety of ways. The most
recem of these promotional efforts, Snow-
fest, is commencing its 4th Annual visita-
tion on Friday, March 1.

The Sierra reglon suffered for many
yearsfrom lack of winter access. Inspite of
the fact that the Central Pacific railroad
first arrived in Truckee in 1868, it was not
until 1894 that the nimble intellect of
Charles F. McGlashan, then-editor of the
town's newspaper and guiding spiritin the
early development of Truckee, hit upon a
plan by which the snow couid be putto the
town's advantage rather than serve as a
deterrent to commerce,

McGlashan had met with difficulty in
transporting a “‘cultured’” monster icicle of
his making 1o the San Francisco midwinter |
fair, concluding thatit would henceforthbe -
more practical to take advantage- of-
Truckee's trackside location and bring the
spectators to the spectacle.

Plans for a winter carnival soon took
shape. McGlashan urged his fellow busi-
nessmen to refrain from "hold up” prices,
asthe chief aim was fun and not profit. And
fun was indeed the order of the day. From
McGlashan's sixty-footicicle grew a collec-
tion of events and attractions which in-
cluded a toboggan slide, ski jumping con-
tests and dogsled races all against a back-
drop of icy splendor known as ““Ice Palace.”

This huge frame structure, covered with
chickenwire and sprayéd with.water to
form walls and roof of ice, originally oc-
cupied a prominent place in the very middle
of the"downtown,"shd was ‘the dazzling
scena of ice skating on a 200 by 700 foot
rink. If the skilers should become chilly,
they'could warm themsélves'at the saveral’

evan night skating sround a rink lit by
sparkling incandescent bulbs.

By the mid 19-teens, the name of the
annual winter festivities was changed to
Fiesia of the Snows, and by that time had
already been the subject of national news
coverage. Though weather occasionally
entered the picture and ruined the best-
laid plans, in general these promoticnal
activities were quite favorable in their
effect on Truckee's winter commerce,

The Sierra Dog Derby, an event of national
prominenca in sledding circles, was another
promotional venture which helped establish
the Truckee area as a winter sports destina-
tion. Participants included such notable
drivers as John Johnson, iwo-time Alaskan
Sweepstakes champ and 1915 winner of
the Truckee event. Another popular driver
inthe early years of the raceswas “"Scotty”
Allen, who gained yet more fame in later
years with his own brand of dogfood.,

Allen himself proved a local attraction,
camping with his malemute team on the
grounds of the Tahoe Tavern during the
winters when that hostelry, located half a
mila south of the lake outlet in Tahoe City,
was open for winter business,

The Southern Pacific Railroad, which at
that time owned the Tavern, capitalized on
the successes in Truckee and initisted
"Snowball Special™ — rail service to the
high country for such events as the National
SkiJumping Championships, as well as for
similar exhibitions on many winter weak-
ends.

Guests were aiso offered sleigh riding
and tobogganing, and ice skating could be
attempted on the rink which was formed by
flooding the floor of the Tavern's garage —
the space not needed for automobiles as
the highway was blocked by snow,

So you sea that Snowfest, with all its
variety and enthusiasm, takes itsplaceina
long line .of promotions which provide
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“Plagued by Gossip”’

The putingher of the Magarine you are now reading
mchuces i1 fug e sthead (thals the Lifle box on page 3in
whuch are ksiad the stafl members’ names, eic ) the admo-
neton Do T nodody bang me no bad news ™ in a resort
area kg Lake Tahoe, There is a stronger-than-normal
tencency among T local business population Lo sndorse
Johnny Mercers mus.cal mandate and “sccentuate the
poslse = in bght of the local economy’s reliance on the
§o0dwil of vrsdors for its continued fiscal health, this is
only sound business practice. But al hmes the bea! lad
plans of the basn's enlrepreneurs have gone astray And
48 mooem-Cay basin businessmen know, somelimes (he
fiyan-the omtment miphl as weil be a no-seeum for sll thatl
can be cone 10 1s0lale and squash IL

Tanoe businessmen in the year 1937 were 1o expenence
just such an insubstanlal menace, owing 10 some “bad
press” given the area pnior (o the start of the season by
unknown sources. Though later unequivocally dismiased
as groundiess by health authonlies, reports of the discov-
sry of bubonic plague in certain Sierra rodents had a
noticeably adverse effect on local tourism that summer.

in a fronl-page article appearing in the firs! issue of the
Tahos Tartier thal season, the reporl was calsgonically
debunked. “Absurd rumors have been coculsied Fal cer-
tain mountain areas have been ‘quarantined * hoherg of
the kind has occurred, and has not even bee Loriem-
plated™ The paper quoted the Secretary of the hevada
Board of Health who joined in disclasmung s “aniastc
reports and reassured the visiting public that “umsd & few
Cays ag0o, when their last reports were received, they had
nol found this year one single rodent among tha thou-
sands which they had trapped and examinad, which was
infected with any disease that could be transmitted 10 a
human being.*

However, rumor and hearsay ofien lend 1o enjoy an
unwarranted longevity, and the topic continued 10 be an
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iUe 88 Summer wOTE 0N Accondng 10 A 804078 n ITe
August 6 Tattler, 8 “rather sensaLona™ repon had been
generated by “uNICIupuUiOus resor pwners who woukl
drverl tourists 10 areas ywidng personsl prof™ Tres
rather indirect and Qarbled statement was imended 1o
supges! sabotage, and the Taltier wwnt o0 10 HNs Te e
of “such lund phrases as ‘plague-intesssd. "under guaran-
tne’ Bubonic plagus’” and other bog-es.”

“That a mounlain was mace out of a8 moletull,” e
Tattler continued. “was planly endenced in the Tndngs
of health officers” subsequent! investigalions. Ye1 senas-
tional news stones were burll up Irom one case of a Gread
disense remotely connecled 1o Tahce ™

The local pusiness communily. sulfenng from an
understandable touch of paranoia a3 & redul! of bad pub-
licity generated by the hoax, took (he delensive in thewr
own acverlising efforts, as the loliowang itern. whch
appeared In an August issue of the Lake Tahos News,
suggesis. Note that along with unqualified cla:ms of local
perfection, il is also mentioned thal those Iwo blights on
vacauons laken elsewhere — poison Odk and ratliesnakes
— were nowhere 1o be found; this stalement perhaps
ollered 1o assuage doubts in the minds of vacationests sull
resling from the conlemplation of plague.
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Tahoe Heritage continved from page 7

Ironically, on the same page of the paper which included
this coupon olfer there appeared a thinly veiled demand,
directed at the Calitornia State Highway Commissson, to
complete the project of painting a center white kne on the
road around the Lake. The author noted that her remarks
were prompled by “another accident . . . on hazardous
Hogpen Hill" (a stretch of road between Tahos City and
Lake Forest, long since straightened and levelled).

While as a rule the Fourth Estate is not guity of perpe-
tuating the type of malicious reports which charactenzed
the campaign described here, local enlrepreneurs of the
modermn day continue to labor under misrepresentations
which do just as much harm,

e = Tha sentimeat which holdalhal weather and soad conde

tions reports in and around the Tahoe Basin often tall
somewhat short of complets accuracy is not a new one.
Local enlerprise has always suflered from those who
speak with authority. yel do not have all the facts al thewr
disposal, a regreltable stals of attairs in this age of esec-
tronic communicabion.
= § XY
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As this year marks the 50th anniversary of the comple-
tion of Boulder Dam (since renamed for ex-president Her-
bert Hoover), it seems only fitling that we note the local
aclivities of a major participantin that formidable hydrau-
lic adventure: Henry J. Kaiser, Sr. Fiscal force behind
Kaiser Steel, Permanenie Cementand the Kaiser Founda-
tion (to name only a few of his exploits), Kaiser was also
among the chief executives of the Six Companies which
collaborated on the construction of the dam.

Kaiser doubtless had a hand in the selection and pur-
chase of the Tahoe Pines property which constitules the
Southeast corner of Grand Avenue's junction with High-
way 89, originally intended for use by the Six Companies,
By the mid-1030s, "Henry J." (as he was known 10 his
assoclales) was already an avid participant in the Tahoe
summer scene, and when this enthusiasm was not shared
by his fellow executives, he acquired the property for his
personal use. With characteristc impatience, Kaisar soon
put his dollars to work, pushing for the swift lransforma-
tion of the 14.4 acre lowland into an estate to rival any on
the Lake.

Being much involved in the activities of the Tahoe Yacht
Club (he had risen through the hierarchy to Commocore
in 1938), Kaiserincluded among requisite structures in his
compound a stone boathouse and a "harbor housa,” the
one suitable to the accommodation of his boats, and the
other to the entertainment of his many marine-minded
guests. The boathouse included four drive-in stalls, and
wasthesceneof operationsfor Kaiser's numerous bidsfor
Lake racing litles over the years.

Kaiser was frequently criticized by his racing competi-
torsforhis unabashaed questfortrophias, backed as it was
by unlimited lunds. He almost invariably entered more
thanone regatta event, and while most competitors did the
work on their own boats (keeping the competition on a
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The newly-compleled Kaiser estale reposes beneath

relatively amateur level) the speed-obsessed steel baron

was abl

e 1o finance prolessional mechanics, a circum-

stance which incurred the wrath of those who lelt that his
sense of fair play lelt something 1o be desired.

It was thus that some responded with a scarcely-
concealed mirth to several misadventures involved in the
construction of the estate. Prior to Kaiser's development
of the property, it had been the marshy retreat of local
walerfowl. Belore any of the actual construction could
begin, an untold quantity of topsoil, dredged from the
deita formed by the confluence of several tributaries of
Blackwood Creek, had to be trucked in o raise the eleva-

tion of t
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he plot several vital feet.
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inter's white mantle in March of 1938
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This engineenng project was deemed a foolish tamper-
ing with Mother Nature by some, and their criticism was
given certain credence when a flood swept down Black=-
wood Canyon a lew years later, causing §55,000 damage
lo the Kaiser property

Perhaps the greatest blunder of the project resulted
from a miscalculation of the fluctuating Lake level. In
delermining the positioning of the estate’s lakefront struc-
tures, the Lake's nalural rim was taken as potential high
water. Following several seasons in which drought condi-
tions had necessitated the pumping of the Lake in order to
supply downstream users of the Truckee River with water,
this appeared 10 be an adequate precaution against
changes in the Lake level. Yet the planners’ calculations
overlocked the established reservoir, maximum legal limit
of which was six leet above this natural rim

The oversight proved an unfortunate mistake, forin the
high-water years which followed, the original electrical
service to the boathouse and harbor house had to be
abandoned, and a false floor bullt several feet above the
original, putting headspace in the bar at a premium

e LI el L L T R T T L

Several sources give 1839 as the year ol the estate’s
original construction. However, a point of history should
be once-and-ior-all clarified by a Tahoe Tafller story ol
August 30, 1935, which called attention to the local build-
ing boom that season. and specilically noted the newly-

constructed Kalser estale, with ils main lodge and
guest houses, boathouse, bridges and heavy slone rusiic
lence, set among the pines and aspen of the Lake Shore *
An accompanying photo identifies the properiy conclu-
sively as Ihe luture Fleur du Lac

The seleclion of this Teutonic litle, which means literally
“Flower of the Lake," was the resull ol a rather lengthy
deliberation. The July 8, 1937 issue of the Talller supplies
some insight into the matter. "No longer is the picturesque
Henry Kaiser eslate nameless. proclaimed the paper
“Today ills christened "FLEUR DE LAC" (sic). Il look thg
Kalsers several years 10 hit just the right name. Sputred
on, they setlled down and named the gues! cotlages and
everything is running smoothly. Over the fourth of July
waohkond, 25 guests enjoyed their gracious hospitality.”

Kaiser was an annual summer resident of Tahoe Pines
through the early post-war years, and (as is common with
ostentatious displays ol wealth) was the subjecl of con-
siderable local gossip and speculation. In the mid-1950s,
following the death of his son, Henry, Jr,, Kaiser turned his
Tahoe interests over lo the Kaiser Foundation, relocating
in Hawaii, where he oversaw the developmeni of his lam-
ous pink Hawaiian Village

The foundation In turn soid to Pater DeMaria, who
leased the property to the Fleurdu Lac Academy, a private
school which had originally used as its campus the facili-
ties of nearby Chambers’ Lodge (now Chambers Land-
ing). The school failed to live up to expectations on the
Tahoe Pines site, and again relocated - this lime 10 a
campus on the Feather River,

Jamaes Viso, guiding force of the Academy during its
occupancy ol the Tahoe Pines campus, acquired the Fleur
du Lac property from De Maria in 19688 with the expecta-
tion of constructing condominiums on the sile. Viso's
plans, which originally included the construction of a 80-
unit, three-phase development, were |hwarled at every
turn by state, federal and regional agencies. Following
aimost a decade of court battles, approval was finally
given for a portion of the original plan in exchange lor
Viso's abandonment of the proposed third phase, which
would have included a restaurant atop Eagle Rock, on a
parcel of land across Mighway 89

inthetallof 1973, abrief lull in the litigation gave way to
a flurry of activity at Fleur du Lac, chosen as & major
location in the filming of "Godlather 11." Scores of locals

nenm ade Iheir movie debuls asextras in the Raramauni pro-

duction, when the estate became the proverbial Slerra
hideaway of the Sicillian brotherhood. Locally-owned vin-
tage aulos and water craft helped to lend flavor to the
illusion, and the former grandeur of the estate was given
vibrant - If flickering - life
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A beaming Henry J. Kalser, Sr, recelves the prized
Lake Championship trophy from Edwin Letts Oliver
following the 1935 Tahoe Yacht Club Regatla. (C.W.
Vernon pholo courlesy of Lilllan Vernon Farr)

Continued on page 17

|

However, the episode ended on a sour note for Viso |
when, following the departura of the Paramount produc-
tion crews, it was discovered thal some of the estate’s
unique furnishings, including several ornate light fixtures
and tapesiries (gifts to Kaiser from European raoyaity who

had been his guests) turned up missing. Viso sued the |
studio and eventually recovered $300,000 in damages,
though none of the articles in dispute were ever returned

The legal expenses incurred by Viso in the long battie to
acquire permits for his proposed development eventually
proved fatal to the fultiliment of the dream - at least by Viso
himsell. However, whittled 1o 22 units, the project saw |
fruition under the regime of Fred Sahadi and Fred
Andrews, who took title to the property in 1979. Andrews
has since bowed out of the partnership, and today Fred
Sahadi guides the destiny of the opulent development

Architecture of the new construction, described as
“Tahoe Normandie," bears a certain similarity to Kaiser's
11 eccoriginabstructures, and while the property, has sean many R e
changes in the hall-century since the international king-
pin first developed it, Fleur du Lac retains something of its
quality asan island, cut off from surrounding Tahoe Pines
by a formidable rock wall such as Kaiser himself might
have built, were he still its owner today.
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California’s mineral wealth, though not its primary claim! |

to riches, has historically been a vital factor in the state’s
development. The Sierras and their foothils have proved
the most important source of these geological treasures,
and the Tahoe area owes its lirst real population "boom™ta}’
the quest for precious metal. {

in the summar of 1883, the Truckee River corridor was
the scens of a mass influx of treasure seekers, their arrival
sparked by the rumor of a rich assay of ore discovered

there. Knoxville and Claraville, were two habitations|] !

which sprang up In the vicinliy of the diggings, and for a
lew leverish months of activity boasted a combined popu-
lation of 800 souls. These momentarily vibrant villages
consisiad chiefly of canvas- and brush-roofed structures.! §
The only edifice suggesting permanence was a log c.uqi
store oparated by one James Tracy. the ramains of which!
survived (In a roofless and rather dilapidated condition)|
Into the 1830s.

Knoxville (namad for one of the two miners who staked'
ariginal claims on the site) and Claraville foided as fast as
they had risen when the quality of ore failed to justifyinitial
expectations. The short-ived shanty town did have a cer-
tain progressive effect on the area, however, exposing a
great numbaer of people 10 the wonders of Lake Tahos. &
mers eight miles distant. Disenchanted with mining pros-;
pects in general, a few stayed onlo establish the commun-!
ity of Tahoe (its name was not officially changed to Tahoe ‘
City until 1949),

One of these miners-turned-settlers was Wiliam Pom-
Ina, & native of Alsace-Lormraine and more recently a resi-
dent of Forest Hill, at the western end of what would °
become Placer County. When the Truckee River boom
towns laded, Pomine moved to Tahoe's lakeshors, where
he established the Tahoe House about hall a mile north-
sast of the Lake outlet.

Pomine's nephew “Ernle,” In a recorded intarview con-
ducted in 1965, recalled another incidence of “gold fever™
which he and brother Frank, then schooiboys, observed
with great amusement. This later hoax - Intentionally per-

petrated, occurred aimost a generation Ialer in Glenbrook,
causing the Immediate desertion of local lumber mills in
favor of the promise of bonanza riches. For a tme, 11
focal slorekeppar (who was responsibie for generating the
totally-unfounded rumor) did a thriving business in picka,
shavels and gold pans. But once again, the “rush” died
ﬁ\ml as quickly as it was born, and the disgruntied

entary miners returned 10 their regular velihoods

sar, i not richer,

Ernie” Pomin(e), born in Glenbrook in 1879, was wit-

1o much of the settiement of the Tahoe region, and
nhserved saveral such stampedes aher Nesting weahth. He
nottd that though gold has been discovered in all direc-
| lionssurrounding the Lake, there had never been a signif-
{ Jcant strike inside the Basin. The California foothills had
produced the precious ore in quantities sufficient to popu-

. late tha state with ore-hungry Immigrants from all corners
ot the globe, and two decades later the Nevada mines

, proved among the richestin the world. To the southeastlie

! the Nevada mining districts, containing a variety of min-

aral deposils. Yet the Tahoe Basin Itsell has proved virtu-
ally devoid of geological reasure.

In the sarly 19308, a group headed by Lee Noonchester
launchad still snother attempt to prove Lhis theory faise,

I Having discowerad a vein of goid on the mounlainside

~mmwm of Homawood, thay bagan 10 develop a hod-
{zonul shaftonthe site. This was known as the Noonches-
:tar Mine (or Tahoe Treasure Mine), and the company
f calted itsalf the Consolidated Mining Company.

Don Huff, Sr., at that time owner of Homewood Resont,
recalls 8 party of potential Big City investors who visited
the site on anautumnalinspection tour, Though the group
did verify the existence of a vein of gold, they left without
committing any capital to the project. At that time, gold
was valued at $32 an ounce, and In spite of the day's
comparatively low wages. the cost of exiricaling and pro-
cessing the ore preunu@ operation for several years,
the shaft was finally abgndoned when the company filed
for bankruptcy.

i':zz’-;@*“"“‘““‘gz
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In spite of several efforts to discover and develop
Tahos#'s mining resources, it appears that the greatest
concentration of precious metals are 10 be found at the
north and south ends ol the Lake, where they daily drop
into the mouths of hungry slot machines. Perhaps the
Creator féit that Tahoe had already bedn blessed with
anough riches of other sorns - scenic, vegetative and
squeous - and saved geological riches forotherlocations.
Or parhaps the mineral weaith of the Tahoe Basin has
simply escaped the scrutiny of ore-seekers and hasyet to
be discovered?
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Taroe City wasnt much of & town in 1927 The year-
round populabon pumbered less than 50 Several restau-
rants managed 10 ex:s! 0N 8 seascnal basis (one in a tent).
and an nn, & garage-hiling slaton, a grocery and an
open-ar produce stand rounded oul the commumty's
commaercial actiwity Such was the status of Ihis isolated
Sierra hatstahion when Myrtie Gallinger. lately of Oakland,
stepped Of the traun in March of that year. accompanied
oy Emaest and Northrup Pomin, Trustee and Clerk of the
locai school board.

The Pormunga. while vacabioning in San Francisco, had
contacted the Ken! Teacher Agency In regard o the hinng
of a replacement lor one Mrs. Fleckenstiain, Ihe former
(and exclusive) teacher at Tahoe Lake School Mrs. Gal-
binger, whose husband Phil had stayed behind [0 dispose
ol the:r Bay Area bDusiness property. was soon duly
nstalled in a hitle white three-room cotlage on the lowar
comer of the inlersection of Grove Street and Highway 28
(row the sie of the Village Store).

in annterview given in November, 1984, Mrs. Gallingar
recalled an early incident in her Tahoe City career which
revealed her lack of expenence with high-country living
“Cne mght,” se recalled, "I came home from school and -
horrors! - in the kilchen was a stack of wood that went
clear to the ceing. | thought, 'On - Lhis in the kitchen?
What will | ever do? Well, | found out belore long that il
was a wonderful thing 10 have that wood “Grandpa”
(Robert Montgomery) Watson (local Constable &t that
time), while | was at work, had brought the wood and
poured it in that kilchen. He knew exactly what ha was
doing. | soon found oul.”

Mrs. Gallinger 4000 demonstrated that she. 100 knew
ex1aclly what she was doing. Her adaptability, pos.ues
atutude and gift lor leaching were evident from (he start
She 13 guick 10 credit a measure ol her success 1o the
support of the community, especially in the parson of Mrg
Northrup “Northie™ Pomin. “Belore | even wenl inlo the

(@m Tatrce J&u}[ay«e

Continued from page 4

Typecal hield tnps look sludents to many local points of
inlerest: the cross on the hill above lown, the remains o

school,” she remambered. “1 can see har Lrudging up that
(Grove Street) hill in boots and skiweds, Carrying a big
mopbuciel and waler, scrubbing that school thoroughly
to be ready for opening Monday ~

To Mrs. Gallinger and Ihe students feil (he duty of busild-
ing and maintaning the fire in Ihe woodsiove that heated
the school. This was somewhat mitigated Dy the fact that
prior to 1950, the local academic year ran from March 10
early December. though Ihe early and lste portions of the
school calendar included plenty of short. cold days

The curnculum was sinctly oullined in 8n impressrve
volume titied "Manual and Course of Study for the Placer
County Schools.” presenled to the nerw 183cher on her
arrival. Bul as ime went on, Mra. Gallinger began 1o sup-
plement the basic plan with actinties and projects inspired
by local circumsiances and opporturities. In ONe occa-
sion, the children made and sold jeily Lo raise money for
another of their projects - the construction of an cutdoor
fireplace. One year, Mrs. Gallinger arranged for her sty-
dents 10 meet with lwo Washo Indians -seasonal ressdents
of Tahoe City - from whom they purchased two baskets

Dramabic presentations were a popular school actinty
with nursery rhymes, hisloncal pageants and ongnal
works among ihe school's many productions. Tahoe Ta-
vern Manager Tim Buller was generous wilh the use of the
resorls facikhes, where (he fledgling thespians’ efforts
weare given 8 prolessional aura when perlormed on the
Casino stage

Physical education was a rather spontanecus affair dur-
ing Mrs. Gallingers tenure Ouldoor activilies included
games of basaball and One-0-Cal. sledding and skiing
{with pupils lurnishing the equipment) and swimming in
summer. On warm days, the whole student body would
wilk down 10 the Commons Beach, where Lou Ehret, a
Red Cross volunieer, conducled swimming lessons.

Continuad on page 17

In 1950, Mrs. Gallinger retired from teaching. having
also sarved as the County Board of Educaution’s hirst Tahge
represeniative. During the later years of her career. she
had had occasion to teach many children whose parents
had been her early pupils. and 20 years alter her retire-
ment, they all turned Qul to honor her at a gala reunion at
the Tahoe Inn {now Victona Station)

Her lormer students and members of the community at
large continue lo sing her praises. In a letter 10 Lilan Farr
in 1971, former Tahoe Lake student Nellie Pomin noted
the careers of several local educators, concluding with the
remark hal “when | think, of Tahoe teachers. there was
only one - dear Mrs. Gallinger. And strangely enough. she
wasn't even one of my leachers.”

‘Myrtle Gallinger has left her mark on the Tahoe City

Knavitle (i aBandbnéa minlng camp on the Trucked | o COMMUNITY, NOTSIMBIY by thicbmpetent petdiriaiéh ot

her duties as local educator, but through the exemplary

1 .In 8-
River) and the Fish Hatchery. In 1938, Mrs. Gallinger was e tuctes ard ctions which heve governaed her own Me. I,

instrumental in organizing an all-school trip to San Fran- | |

cisco 10 wisil the International Expositon, 8 memorable *
expenence especially for students who had never been
outside the Tahoe Basin,

a8l is said. children learn by example, then the children of
.Tahoe City’s yeslaryear have been blessed with lessons of
truly rare quality,
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Recent local excesses ol precipitation have tended 1o
draw public attention o the prudent management of this
questionable beneficence. The level of waterin the Tahoe
Basin has, since the arrival of “civilization™ on ils weslern
perimeter, been the subject of perpetual - and often
heated - controversy. Infact, within a decade of the found-
Ing of a settiement at the Lake Qutlel, attempts to improve
on Mother Nature's allocation of waler were already in
force

Initially, these eflorts took the form of crib dams, the
construction of which made Tahoe. in elfect. a reservoir
The first of these rather crude structures, buill by one
Colonel Alexis Von Schmidt in 1870, was located severa!
hundred feet downstream of the Outlet, and was intended
as a means of backing up sufficient water that accumula-
tions of logs could be “fiushed™ down the river to Truckee
mills on the opening of its five gates. This structure was
succeeded by another of like purpose, buill by the Bliss
Company at the Lake Qutiet.

By 1900. lumber interests had given way to a seasonal
economy based on tounsm, and the construction of
Tahoe Tavern (half a mile south of the outlet), along witha
growing number of lakelront summer homes, led to
increasing concern over the maintenance of a water level
within certain limits. The importance of a constant supply
of water forcommunities along the Truckee River corndor
(and for farms which owed theirexistence to the Newlands
Reclamation Project) pointed to government control of
the Lake Qutlet.

Department of the Interior files regarding Federal
acquisition of the land surrounding a proposed “outlet
works” revealjia lively correspondence between its own
Geological Survey, the Bureau of Reclamation and the
U.S. Attorney’s office. Earliest of these lelters, dated
October 7, 1802, makes reference to the recent sale of the
property in question and recommends promp! action in
the matter of Federal acquisition, whether by purchase
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LAKE TAHOE OUTLET GATES AT FANNY BRIDGE.
(drawing by William Frances Bisbee)
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agreement with the owners (noted inaccurately in this
initial correspondence as the Fifriston Pulp and Paper
Co.. the Truckee River General Electnc Co., Nevada
Power Co. and Truckee River farmers) or by condemna-
tion proceedings.

A decided emphasis on the urgency of the acquisition
was spelied out in this preliminary letter. authored by
Geological Survey Director Charles D. Walcott: “There
can be no mistake, (n purchasing it, because, it must be




controlled atan early date In the davelopment of Irrigation
from the waters of the Truckee River, ., There |8 a contin-
ualdanger, |f thetitleisnotinthe U.S., of complications of
one kind or another which may become quite serious,”

According to a subsequent letter of Mr, Walcott's to the
Secretery of the Interior dated May 11, 1903, a group
which included brothers Mortimer and Herbert Fleish-
hacker, Messrs. Schwabacker (junior and senior), Mr,
Heckman and P.L. Flannigan of Reno claimed title to the
property. The Donner (Lumber and) Boom Company,
contracting with one Murray F. Vandal(l), actually con-

trolled the outlet, with the intent of utilizing the water for
power purposes.

The Fleishhacker group noted, according to Walcott,
that they had acquired this property for the marvelously
discounted price of $10,000, owing to the expediency

required in the division of an estate of which it had been a
part. The land’'s actual value, they felt, far exceeded this
investment, and their asking price to the government was

$100,000, a figure arrived atonlyin the face of the pending
condemnation suit.

Negotiations and legal maneuvering continued for some
time, with neither side willing to give any ground. Exactly
how the change in ownership finally transpired will per-
haps never be known, as no correspondence between July
of 1904 and June of the following year is included in the
Department of the Interior files. However, a letter of June
22, 1905, recommending the award of a contract for con-
struction of a concrete dam, evidences the government'’s
inevitable success in securing title.

.In the end, the legal basis of Federal acquisition of the

property hinged on Tahoe's bi-state status. While the

en 1 ne3KE'S ULl (as well as nearly % of its surface area) is
firmly in'Cdlitornial the TriEKed River'seventaatterminus p i e -

is Pyramid Lake, Nevada. Thus, control of Tahoe Basin

waters remains under Federal jurisdiction, a status that
continues to this day.
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“Homewood: All The Name Implies”

Guests enjoy a lelsurely moming on the Hotel Homewood porch, about 1913, (Pholo courtesy

of Gerald R. Jonnaon, Jr.)

While & countiess number of Lake Tahoe's west shoro
resoris have bloomed and laded over the years like s«
many fragile blossoms, several such entorpnses have
managed o span hall a century, thelr appaal surviving
changes of ownarship and the whims of the vacationing
public. One such Homewood hoslelry can trace its origins
back over three quarters of a century to the summar of
1910

it was in the spring of that year that Arthur and Annie
Jost of Woodiand, California, began construction of their
Hotel Homewood, an imposing three-slory struciure on
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the lakeshore betwesn Fawn Avenue and Siiver Streel
The hotel property consisted of the parcels numbaring 87
through 94 in a tract of land subdivided by George
McConnell in 1888. The ground fioor of the Jost's new
building consisted of a kitchen and a dining room, with the
Iw0 upper slories devoled lo sleeping accommodations
for up 1o 42 persons

A pler constructed during the Jost's first summer of
operation became the delivery point for the Homewood
postollice, established the year before, and therealler the
Jost's plerwas the busiling hub of local transportation and
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communication. Since no road passable by automobile
connected Homewood with Tahoa City, travel was aimost
exclusively by boat, and.the Steamers TAHOE and
NEVADA, which shared duty.as mail packels, also carried
passangers 10 points around the lake, for excursions as
well as to appointed destinations for extended vacations,

Hotel Homewood was from the lirst an aflordable
alternative to such posh retroats as Tahoe Tavern (six
miles to the north) and The Tallac (a dozon miles to the
south), and the popularity of the Jost's high-mountain
hostelry grew each year. A numberof cabins and platform
tents soon dotted tha hotel grounds, providing allmanner
ofaccommodations to suitthe requiremenis of almost any
visitor,

Recreationalactivitiesincluded sunning and bathing on
the resor's acclaimed pebble beach, rowing, lishing,
hiking and - In the evening - dancing. A large, open-air
platform adjoining the hotel was initially the scene of
these noclurnal activities. However, this location proved
to be too close to the hotel lor guests who had elected 10
retire early, and within a few years the Josts had completed
anindoordance pavilion on one of the parcels across the
highway. Dances held in this commodious hall, fastonnad
with Chinasa lanterns and draped with bunling, wars a
popular diversion which drew crowds from up and down
the west shore and beyond. Overthe years, many ditferent
musical groups occupied the bandstand, the best known
being Eddie Howard, a Woodland native who wenl on to
national fame as a vocalist and bandleader, Even after he
had gained a wide following, Howard continued to return
to the Resont each fall for several weeks of relaxation
belore returning to San Francisco to begin his long-
running winter engagement there,

Arthur Jost passed away in the early 1920s, but with the
help of a hired manager, Mrs, Jost continued to operate
the concem (by then known as “Homewood Resort”) into
the late 1830s. However, lIl health was beginning to take its
toll, and following a stroke, Mrs. Jost determined to sell
the proparty.

Itwasabout that time that Don and Bernice Huff, also of
Woodland, heard of the resort belng for sale, and in the fall
of 1938, they completed negotiations to purchase the
property. The following spring was a busy one for the
Hutfs, whocontracted with local bullder Norman Mayfleld
for an extensive remodelling of the hotel. This main
bulilding had seen little in the way of renovation since the

HERITAGE Continued on page 16
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Josis first opened thelr doors 1o the public in 1910, but
now It put on a brand new face. The farmer kiichen was
paneliad In knotty pine and becama tha bar (a facii|ty noj
aviilable on the premises (n Mrs. Jost's fime), while the
dining room, farmarly In the center of |he building, was
moved lo the lake side, affording dinars a swaeping
panorama of Upson Bay.

Anotherof the Huff's additionsto an already popular list
of amenilies was the Spack Shack, a food concession
located al the head of the Resort pier. Hare guests and
day-use visitors could procure a delicious hamburgor, an
ice cream cone or a posicard withoul leaving the beach
area.

Across the highway, on the foundation of the Jost's
former dance pavillion (which had collapsed under the
weight of heavy snows the winter prior to the sale of the
Resort) the Huffs built a commercial structure which
housed a beauty salon and barber shop, a dress shop and
a curio store. Today the bullding is part of the Homewood
Skl Area - the cream colored commercial siructure
situated on the highway directly below the ski hill, An
express office and Unlon 76 filling station were also on this
propenty, offering visitors all the conveniences of home
away from home.

In 1964, after 25 years of operating their thriving
business, Don and Bernice Hulf sold the resort to Helen
Alrich, Mrs. Alrich’s plans included the demolition of some
of the property's hopelessly aged structures and the
upgrading of othars, with the construction of additional
accommodations to follow, However, it was about this
same time that construction of the Basin-wide sewer
system was moving through Homewood. The staggering
cost of connecting the rasort to the sewer on a par-unit
basis, plus the seemingly insurmountable pile of agency-
generated red tape, finally dissuaded Mrs. Alrich from
pursuing her objective. In 1983, she abandoned her plans _

and sold the property lo the Topol brothers - Nathan, Peter
and Steven,

Since that time, the resort has begun to show signsof a
rebirth, with the renovation of the Huff's old Snack Shack
Into a charming lakeside cafe, and the revegetating of the
resort’s grounds - baldina from_vears of (rampling [ee
- with truckloads of native plants, Perhaps the future holds
yet more marvels for visitors 10 Homewood Resort,
hearkening lo times past, when Homewood was, in the
words of Mrs. Jost, "all the name Implfes.”
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“Get 'em
While They're Hot”

Tha rantied air founa at Tahoes high
Alitude 18 notonous lor Inducing & hearty
appetite in even tha mosl indillerent eal-
ers. and what batter cure lor tha mile-high
munchies than a delectable donut, 1asty
turnover of laky croissant?

Down through the ages, men have huns
gered after fresh-baked delighis, yel in
Tanoe's early days, such goods were hard
10 come by. A lew local colles shops
offered homebaked pie, with anoccasional
donul truched in from Sacramento to break
\he monotony, yel the Tahoe area could
not boast a proper bakery prior the mid-
1530

However, during the latier hall of thal
decade, local entrepreneurs made up ot
lost lime with the almost simultaneous
opening of two bake shops at the north end
of the lake. About 1835, lollowers of raised
dough were delighted to discover a fled-
gling bakery at norih stateline. In 1637,
after several successiul seasons a! the
original location (in what Is now the Crys-
tal Bay Steakhouse), this business, known
asthe Brochkway Bakory, moved tothe foot
of the Brockway grade, where a waell-
earned reputation for line baked goods
continued 1o grow.

In 1956, The Brockway Bakery was pur-
chased by the Wainscoat family who con-
tinue, 30 years later, to olfer a delectable
assortment of baked marvels at the same
slorelront established nearly hall a century
ago

A second North Tahoe raised dough
dispensary, started about the same time as
the Brockway Bakery, was Hoyt's Dough-
nut King. Located in Brockway Vista (now
better known as Kings Beach), the busi-
ness advertised “The Same Famous Dough-
nuls You Have Enjoyed From Coast To
Coast,” and boasted full fountain service in
addition 1o their baked goods. However,
this wayside stop, managed by Roy D.
Kelly, did no! enjoy the popularity of its
competition and faded from view after only
<@ lew yoars of operation,

No discussion of local bakeries would be

18 without mention of the Tshoe
akéry, 16unded by Leondrd' Bury in
1951, Originally located In the Vernon
Bullding (in the storelront now occupled
by North Shore Travel), the Bury's marve-
lous bakery quickly esrned a repulation ss

the place 10 go for a lasty variely of lresls
as well as convivial conversation WWith the
construclion of (he Saleway Shopping
Cenlar in Tahos City, the Burys moved lo
now quarters, their proximily 1o the new
Post Oflice enhancing the appeal of an
dlready popular community galhering
place. Bury sold his thriving business ons
yoar prior 10 a second relocation, caused
by the development of the Lighthouse
Center. Now located on the olher side of
the Post Office, the bakery conlinues an
active trade under the ownership of Brian
and Lynn McKeever,

A comparative newcomar In the realm of
local pastry palaces was the Starz Bakery,
lecated in the Waterwheel building next to
Fanny Bridge in Tahoe City. Bill and Bon-
nle Starz, who lirst opened The Starz Res-
taurant in 1975 (in the bullding which had
originally been Donaldson’s Restaurant -
later Old Tahoe Junction Land Company
and now Squaw Valley Sports) featured
homebaked breads and desserls as part of
their reguiar menu,

The overwheiming popularity of such
ilems as their 13-grain bread and carrot
cake suggesied the feasibility of a separate
retail bake shop, and several years later,
theirbakery openedforbusiness just down
the street. Assisted by Ralph Taylor (whose
Taylor's Bakery in Tahoe Park had been a
popular stop inthe 1060s), the Starz opera-
lion was a growing concarn, smploying as
many as five bakers during the busy
summer months.

Mr. and Mrs. Starz sold their business in
1881 to the Harringtons, formerly of New
Orleans, with Mr. Starz staying on lo
Instruct the new owners in the fine points
of high altitude baking. However, under
the new ownership, business did not con-
tinue with its original success, and the
bakery recently closed its doors.

Today hall adozen bakerles can be found
between Tahoe City and north stateline,
with several more specialty bake shops in
Squaw Valley. And, in spile of the Increas-
Ing emphasis on diet, with its prohibitions
against such indulgence, the urge lo involve

I*omoseli-with astrawberry l0nfeor4 oheose

Croissant Is as strong as ever among advo-
cales of culinary gratification, assuring a
healthy future for our local bakaers.
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Courtesy of The North Lake Tahoe Hastorncal Socioty

NO ONE CALLED T

in the reaim of trailers and housecars, the last lew
decades have wrought some marvelous changes. The very
designation “trailer” hearkens back 10 the days when
archetypes ol the modem motor coach were little more
than transient sheet-metal teardrops which limited one's
maximum legal speed to 25 miles par hour.

Hall a century ago. the seasonal nature of Tahoe life in
general joined forces with the austere designs of the early
tow-behinds 10 encourage their sirictly temporary use.
Trailer Camps were the rule, with nightly and weekly rates
availabie. Trailer living at that time actually bore a decided
resemblance 10 camping, as the first models merely
provided weatherprool portable storage for one's be-
longings rather than any actual shelter for their owners.

However, the fledgling industry was responsive o the
buying public, and enlargements and modifications soon
rendered the state of the art habilable, at least on an
overnight basis. Tahoe's brief building season encouraged
the prohferation of these haul-in haciendas, and by the
late 1830s, permanent trailer “parks” existed in boih Rings
Beach and Tahoe Vista.

Today's Tahoe Vista Mobile Estates. a 62 spece vark
now managed by Howard and Jan Wilson, hias had iive or
six owners dunng its half-century of existence. Kings
Beach boasts no less than six trailer and RV parks, the
largest and oldest being North Shore Mobile Home Park,
managed by Sue and John Statford. An addition to this
park, in the 1950s increased its capacity to 45 spaces,
including some for RVs. Several Kings Beach facilities
offer trailer spaces as a supplement to their rental cabins
These include Blue Waters Lodge and Trailer Park, with 14
spaces and the Barber family’s Hand of Fortune Trailer
Park, with 12 RV spaces in addition 1o its four rental
cabins. O'Brien's Trailer Park, Rainbow Court and Whis-
pering Pines round out the facilities available in Kings
Beach.

Since the early 1970s, a diminutive Tahoma trailer park,
begun by Paul Silvia, has provided northeastern El Dorado
County with a imited number of mobile home spaces.
Located on 10th Street, this seven 10 ten space lacilily is
now owned and operated by Bob Campbell. who pur-
chased the operation on Silvia's retirement. As earlyas the
mid-1920s, contracts fordeeds issued on the sale ol some
west shore subdivision property specifically prohibited

...e AD@ Presence of Lailacs. aven OR 2 8mporary basis, ang as~»-

a result, Tahoma is the only west shore community where
mobile homes can be found.

Art Frodenberg initiated the first trailer park in Tahoe
City in the sarly 1950s. Belween 1040 and 1960, Froden-
berg had the job ol gatekeeper of the outlet dam in Tahoe
City. Frodenberg supplemented this income not only by
an accounling and lax preparation business. but by
renting out traller spaces on the grounds surrounding the
Gatekeeper's residence. The sweeping blacktop lane by
which his tlenants gained access 10 the lrallers is slill in
evidence today, forming a circie around the property,
which is now a State Park

Frodenberg's son-in-law, Daryl DeWall. was his suc-
cessorin the job ol Gatekeeper, and continued to operale
the trailer park until 1968, when responsibility for control
of the gates came under the jurisdiction of the Federal
Watermasters Olfice in Reno and a resident gatekeeper
was no longer needed

The popularity ol Frodenberg's trailer park kept it
operating at capacity, suggesting the practicability of a
second such enterprise in Tahoe City. About 1955, the
potential for another park was realized when the par-
nership of Willlam Cook and Jim Williamson undertook
the development of a 150-space facility on the property
directly across the highway from Tahoe Tree Company.
This venture, known as the Tahoe City Trailer Court (not
connected with the present Tahoe City Trailer Court)
lasted aboul three years, making up in color for what it

lacked. in langewly. But the entergrisg @ Y APy
cumbed, leaving a void that was soon mlawﬂiﬂm
ol another partnership

97,
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In 1959, with the Squaw Valley Winter Olympic Games
less than a year away, the Tahoe area was experiencing a
tremendous “boom,” and new residents seeking year-
round housing were pleased to discover a new Tahoe City
Trailer Court, oflering accommodations which were both
convenient to town and economical for recent arrivals,
who were at the mercy of Tahoe's seasonal job market
The new facility, owned and operated by Earl Peterson
and Mel DeLuca, thrived under their management, the
constant occupancy of its 100 spaces attesting to the local
need for low cost housing.

Some vocal Tahoe City residents condemn the only
remaining trailer park. Others pointto the great number of
senior citizens who reside there, retirees for whom the
trailer court represents the only local housing within their
financial means. In anyevent, thislargest of North Tahoe's
mobile home parks will keep a date with destiny this lall,
when the Forest Service takes over the property on which
it and a number of other businesses are presently
conducted. November 23 is the deadline by which all
residents of the park must vacate the premises - a
monumental task to be sure, especially in view of the
non-mobile status of many of the park’s “mobile homes.”

The closing of the Tahoe City Trailer Court will mark the
end of anerz in the realm of local trailering, for though the
operation of other parks on the north and west shore is
sure to continue, the closure will leave the Tahoe City
community totally without such facilities. And whetherthe
reader considers the demise of this park an aesthetic
improvement ora social setback, there canbe no denying
that the change will have an important effect on the
demography — as well as the demeanor — of the
community.
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Courtesy of The North Lake Tahoe Histoncal Socsety

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK”

The placid community of Lake Forest is a reminder of
Tahoe's earliar days, though the s:le’s early development
suggested a more busthing luture. First settiement of the
area came about 1859, when Homer D. Burton laid claim to
the lakeside meadowlands of the creek which now bears
his name.

Burton contributed his lair share to local color, fabri-

where his own marvelous exploits left ofl. Burton provided
the Lake's first scheduled mail service, sailing (or rowing)
his seven-ton sloop. EDITH BATTY, in a counterclockwise
route which took him a week to complete. When the
“schooner,” as he prelerred 1o call her, was retired fpm
service in lavor of a faster boat, Burton used his faircraft
as an excursion and fishing boat.

Whaen not engaged in marine actinbes, Burton found
time to cultivate a large garden, the produce from which
he used to supplement the bill of fare for his seasonal
boardinghouse and campground. Bountful crops of
buckwheat, imolhy hay and oats added o the reputstion
of the Island Farm as a fertie meadowiand.

In the 1880s, Burton soid his 300 acre farm L) Antone
Russi, whose nama graces the upstream mesdaw) of the
Burton Creex drainage. Russi, a dawryman who perpe-
tuated the area's agraran theme, died in the 1690s. Russ's
widow marned Frank Walker, a relative ¢! her first
husband, and the family's hoidings becama known as the
Waiker ranch, the main house of which s100d near the
present s:te ol Tamarack Lodge.

In the era belore roads rimmed the basin, Lake Forest
was the relueling stop of the Lake's steamers, and a huge
wharf nearthe present Coast Guard pier was anoverwater
cache for cordwood consumed in the vessels’ voracious
fireboxes. The wharl was approximately 300 feet long. and
expanded from a shore width ol 25leetlo a terminal width
of 50 feet. The steamar TAHOE aione, in the days belore
she was converted 10 an oil burner, consumed over four
cords ol wood per day, so the process of supplying her

luel was monumental. Much of this wood was haresied
nearby and skidded 1o the whar! by teams of homnes

Nodiscussion ol Lake Forest would be compiete without
mention of the Fish Hatchery. The hatchery operation,
established in 1810ina building closer to Tahoe City, was
moved in the 19208 10 the lormidable, green-rooled
facility, where the reanng of fish once provided a summer's
amployment lor fledgling journalist John Steinbeck.

It was not until the 1930s that Lake Forest could boast
any senous commercial activty. Etta Tyler's Lake Forest
Grocery was among early local enterprises dating to the
late 1930s. Several motels and a hiling station also sprang
up aboutthis time, and the building ol a growing number
ol seasonal residences was aided by the founding of
Snyder Lumber Company in 1939

An ad which ran In Tahoe Topics during the summaer ol
18468 reflected the commaercial upswing which Lake Forest
enjoyed In Lhe early postwar years. Seven businasses
parlicipated in the advertising campaign. including
Bacchi's Bar and Restaurant, Pascal's Grocery Store,
Fingers Beauty Shop, and Murreria’s Lake Forest Res-
taurant, owned and operated by Gracian and Marguerite
Iturreria. Though Lake Foresthas always been primarily a
summer habitation, a sense of some parmanence was
ostablished with the opening of a branch ol the post office
on April 16, 1947, with Lucille Heuga as postmistress.

Perhaps Lake Forest would be quite a different place
today had it nat been for a decision of the Calilornia
Division of Highways to shorten and straighten the Tahoe
City approach 1o the Dollar Grade. In about 1854, the
sweeping, shaded horseshoe now known as Lake Forest
Road ceased to be part of Highway 28, and with the
closing of the post office soon therealter, the community

- 1= was'virtually assuréd fUutird‘esbmption frdnf In hustie

and bustle of neighboring Tahoe City.
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“PBeck Jo The LBillmaore”

Hastory does repest itsel!, and this spring.
saveral local investons are in the process of
prowing true the oid adage by bringing
bachk a pwece of the past. The object of their
aftsntion. the lamous North Shore gaming
entabiishment which during the st quarier-
century has been kNown as the Nevada
Lodge —has “song
name Tahoe Biutmore

It was 40 years ago, in the summer of
1944 that Jossph Blumenteld and his
brothers opened the doors of thewr naw
hotel-camno, the Tahce Bill Hated.

decade, seling il in 1958 lo & group
composed of Edaie Hopple, Jacke Gonn
and Dawnd Crow This tna, formaerty part-
ners in & New York advariimng sgency,
lasted only & yesr on tha Narth Shore
CAWNO BCcane belore salling ot L0 Mt and
Uincoin Rirgemid jof Frogesdsin Reng)
n 1T

Under tha Flizmgeraids cwr craneg, the
Biltmore became MNewaca Ladge. wnd
began 10 enjcy & partad of Y ensun and
deveiopment. With Cavitan Mo awyds (Mra.

Eit

This formigabie new structure, occupying
alofty position on the north statsline siope,
was bult by the A E. Erchson Construction
Company, and leatured &

rotunda at the sast end of ils three-siory
tacade

Unfortunately for the Biumenlelds, the
succem of thanr norh shore gaming ven-
ture lell short of expectations. An item in
the August 21, 1952 Swerrs Sun noled the
resuits of bidding for the purchase of the
delynct Biltmore. Sanford “Sandy” Adler.
whose thriving Cal Neva ciub across the
highway had doubtiessly been a lactor in
the Blumentfeid's disappoinbing debut —
wias ihe Biltmore's new owner. Adier, who

his new pnae the Cal Neva
dit sl uily lor hall a

Fitzg ‘s brother) s pamersd mesager,
Nevada Lodge soon becuma he center of
North Shore civic affars. The hewda
Room was the scens of ihe armual Snow
Ball and the North Tahoe Chamber of
Commerce-sponsored Miss Sierrs Snow-
flaka Pageant, with such emcees s Regia
Phulbin and Soupy Sales lending an air of
calebrity 10 such occamons. Also appeanng
onstage in the Nevada Room were such
early-50s headliners as Phyllis Diller.
Rowan and Martin, Helen O'Connell and
Rudy Valles.

Sosuccessiul was the Fitzgerald's opem-
uon that in 'lml-h!r-mablﬂnlhnrh
their I hbor to the
wesl. Joby's Monta Carlo. Tm diminutive
club. lounded by Joby Lewis in the sany
19508, p d| square foolag
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for expanson of the Nevada Lodge's
hriving operations.

In 1964, the Fitzg =}
showroom — the Topaz Rcom — Ifulﬂr
the staging of a French revue named “Vive
Les Girls™ — tha likes of which the North
Shors had never seen. John Carrolion,
now with Harrah's in Reno, was the muscal

Dunng the 18708 and sarty 19808, the
Filigerald's holei-camno shared 10 some
extoni the mislortunes which hawe Dlagusd
oiner businesss s dunng Mose yeers. Lo~
sures of competing Clube —lor s varety of

— have af he
abdiily 1o dw crowds However. B
vitahZabon of the ares is On the honzon
wilh (ha Nevada Lodges transier of
ownershg (and resumpbon of the ongnsl
Tahoe Bilimore name) pleyng & key o =
the ares’s SCONOMIC MMCOvary

Frank Mastn. new genersl manager of
the Tahos Biltmore. brings 16 years of
expenence in the casno industry 1o N
new position Martin promses thal the
Tacikty will onGe agan piay host 1o exciting
iocal events. “We intend 10 pul the Tun
back i the Tahos Butmors.” says Marsn.
and 1o thal end. the gradual upgradg of
the holel-casing's 95 rooms and demng
taciites have sireacty begun

A compigtely remodeied ksichen wi
800N be furmng out braakissl. hunch and
dinner butiets. Many Other sublis Rves0ns

vty ¥

director of this first-ol-its-kind extray
ganz. The y of its sp i

y — of numd
bare lemaje torsos — helped sustain the
act as & popular North Shore atiraction for
tive yoars.
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withun and — are wn the Baltmoe §
future. Sa lar, only the show margues Deers
witness 10 the Changes 10 coma, Bul soon
new signs will prociasm the tacity § returm
10 its pasl. 10 reassume e PAce i Moy
il frst Degan 40 yours ago
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/

Only a few can still recall the structure, rising beside
Highway 89 on the curve of the road which marks the
northbound motorist's last, over-ihe-shoulder view of
Rubicon Poinl. It was a building of unusual design, for its
two-stories had yet a third level perched above the
enclosed portion, thiscompactsymmaelrical appurtenance
giving the whole facade the look of a country schoolhouse
with bellry. This resemblance, however, was tleeting, for
though Bill Warwick's Tower was intended for certain
educational purposes, itwasactually a glorified sandwich
shop, which combined with its simple bill of fare an open-
air public observatory of marvels visible through its two
lolty lelescopes.

Itisno wondar that the Tower represented somathing of
an oddity. By the time of the bullding’s construction in
about 1930, its progenitorhad long since earned a reputa-
tion for the unusual, and so its appearance on the local
horzon was the cause of perturbation rather than surprise
among some area residents. That the structure was built at
all was owing 10 Warwick's persistence In presenting his
plan to Oswald Kehlet, who with his sons, Gecrgo and
Fred, was at the ime shaping the destiny of nea /by fled-
gling Meeks Bay Resort.

Itwas onasite in the Kehlets' Meeks Bay Vista subdivi-
sion (actually around the point in Rubicon Bay) that War=
wick sought permission to build his Tower, Justabove the
subdivision entrance. two adjoining lots fronting on the
highway afforded a sweeping panorama of the Lake and
surrounding mountains — the perfect location, argued
Warwick, for a roadside cale. Perhaps against his better
judgement, the Senior Kehlet finally agreed to Warwick's
proposal, providing the visionary with sulficlent lumber
and other materials to construct the roadside marvel.
Warwick would be responsible forthe building and opera-
tion of the eatery-observatory, and in turn, Kehlet would
receive a percentage of the proceeds.

The prominent placement of Lhe telescopes had been
calculated to attract daytime business from the motorists
passing on the highway. The evening trade, it was hoped,
would be comprised of the lively crowd looking for a bite
to eat on the way home (ron an evening of dancing al
Meeks Bay Resort or Hotel Homewood's Pavillion. While
customers enjoyed their sandwiches, donuts and coflee,
they could admire the marvelous Lake vista, brought sig-
nificantly closer by feeding the telescope one thin dime,

Unlortunately for Warwick, the popularity of his estab-
lishment was not sufficient to clear a profit. Following only
a lew seasons of operation, the enterprise was olficially

demolition of the building, which he and Phil Gier under-
took during several cold spring days in 1834, The lumber

[l

On a(Clea

was trucked back to Meeks Bay Resort, where it was used
in the construction of several rental cabins.

Actually, Warwick's greatest contribution to the West
Shore scene was made inadveriently. Change came more
slowly hall a century ago than now, but talk among local
residents in the early 1930s portrayed his restaurant-
observatory as an unwelcome precedent to further com-
mercial developmentin Rubicon Bay. In 1939, the threat of
justsuch development prompled a petition drive lo restrict
allcommaercial development in Rubicon Bay through zon-

. oronounced dead, George Kenlel's san,. fred. recalis the . ing ordinances (the first in EI Dorado County). It did not

come to' fruitlon "for hedrly anothal! Secadie, 'but| the
groundwork had been laid, owing in partto the brief exist-
ence of Warwick's Tower.
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By Carol Van Ettan
Courtesy of The North Lake Tahoe Histoncal Socwety

How to conduct a succemsful merchandising business
st Lake Tahoo? Many a hopeful venture Into the reaim of
local retail sales (whether billed as boutique or bargain
basement) has come and gone in the wink of any eye for
wantof a workable answer 10 thal question. But purveyors
ol dry goods and gew-gaws at the Lake must all tip thair
hats to the Squirrel's Nest, which since its founding a
decade and a hall ago has been something of an institu-
tron on the west shore

Regrellably, this 13 the hnal week of thal glonous
enterpride, which closes its doors for the last lime within
tha naxt few weeks Meanwhile, the mad urge to make one

.last pilgrimage to the shnine of the squirrel is proving
irresistable 10 the many loyal patrons who leel a sense of
loss al its impending departure. "BYE BUY BUY" pro-
claims the display window, lor next week will be oo late.

From the start, the destinies of the Squirrel’s Nest have
been guided by the crealive imagination ol Jack
Johannsen, whom owners John and Cathrine Jane
Metcall descnbe as "the soul ol the business “ In the dim,
far-ol days of 1971, when the Meicalisconceived the idea
of a west shore retail enterprise which would be some-
thing out of the ordinary, Johannsen sesmed eminently
qualilied 10 overses the venture. Empioyed al thal ima by
Saks Filth Avenue, Johannsen hed precious liltle kme 10
devote 10 the establishmentof g stora fren the ground up,
butlound the new project such a plezsant depanure from
his City responsibilities that he became incrasiagly
involved in ils operation.

Both Johannsen and the Melcalls were soon combing
the Mother Lode counltry for suitable merchandise 1o il
the racks and shelves of their onginal store front, an
unassuming structure al the southeast end of Meadow
Park Resort (now the location of George Langston's real
estale olfice), across the highway from the Meeks Bay
campground. However, the largest part of the inventory
was comprised ol Johannsen's selections from San
Francisco gift shows, spnnkled with the spoils of the

Metcall's European buying expeditions.
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Within a few years of the store's founding, Meeks Bay
Resort was purchased by the Forest Service, and the
uncertainty of the entity’s plans for the property sug-
gested to the Metcalls that the time was opportune to
relocate. Urch's Plumbing Shop, at the south end of the
Homewood business district, had been soid 1o another |
plumber following Mr. Urch's death, and as the new
owner had not enjoyed his predecessor's success, the
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property was again for sale. Built in 1832, the im-
provements actually included two struclures: a shop
connecled 1o an adjoining warehouse by a covered
breezeway. Inthe first few years of the Squirrel's Nest's
operation at the new location, the warehouse portion of
the complex was leased to local building contractor
Claude Cowan, who used the space 10 store his heavy
equipment. “Al thattime.” explains John Metcall, “we had
no warehouse as such. As our merchandise came in, it
wasallputout onthe shelves.” However, thisarrangement
could not persistforlong in the face of the buying public’s
enthusiasm for the gloriously unique enterprise, and after
a lew seasons, the "Nest” expanded into the warehouse
formerly leased by Cowan

More changes were in the wind, lorabout that time Saks
Fifth Avenue was sold to the American Tobacco Com-
pany, prompling Jack Johannsen to leave the firm in

“favor of full-time employment at the Squirrel's Nest. The

Continued from page 14

Jackie Cook, whose Soupcon Restaurant in Sausahto
already enjoyed wide popularity, was put in charge of
culinary operations Under her able direction, the res-
laurant was an immediate success, nearly always soid
out, and olten serving lunch to as manyas 200guests ina
singlc day. Some menu entries bore the names of
celebrated guests, including Judge (Thomas) MacBride,
Gail Schiesinger, Brooks Walker, and a personage simply
referred to as the “Old Yellow Dress.” “Squirrel Juice,” a
popular house beverage, was a decoction of lemonade
and fresh fruit. Jackie's desserts however ware perhaps
the most memorabie of the grand luncheon lare, each so
indescribably delicious that choosing among them was a
dilemma ol weighty import, and later the talk ol Trim
Gyms here and abroad

In the early years, day-lo-day managemeni of the retail
busingss was in the hands ol Elaine Wilcox and her
husband Bill, an ex-marine whose persistent study of the
store's merchandise quickly compensated for his initial
unfamiliarity with antiques and related wares. Elaine
Wilcox managed the store for several seasons, but the
difficuit winters aggravaled Bill's heart condition and the

" couple finally had to bow out of the operation

Managementof the stare wasthen assumed by Maureen
Edlestein, who stepped up from her position as a
salesperson. Shortly after her promotion, Maureen mar-
ried Craig Kjelte, and when their son George was born,
she retired from the job in order to devole more time 10
har tamily

In recent years, Johannsen's gemus lor display design
and Ms. Cook's wonderful culinary skills have been
complemented by the able management of Nancy Wil-
llamson, who like Mrs. Kjelte was also a former sales-
parson at the store. Now in her fifth season at the "Nest.”
Nancy looks back over the experience with fond re-
flection. "We have nol been a store of necessity,” she

, @xplains. "We sell everything people don't need.”

It is to the store’'s non-essenlial nature that she
attributes its populanty, adding that patrons have looked
forward to a visit there as a social event as much as a
shopping expedition. The Squirrel's Nestinciudesamong
its regular clientele a number of well-known celabrities
and members of Society. On any given day, amid the
bustling throng of shoppers may be found a few famous
iaces, agog. like the rest, with the marvelous decor

But soon it will be only a memory. Jack Johannsen,
whose uniquely whimsical animal portraitures (a major
feature of the store's displays) are linding increasing
favor with collectors, plans to devote more lime 1o his

1. expansionol the busingss a|so had prowided epace lor the yawms s PAINtING.  And. thaugh, qver the last sayers| ,yer: the

addition of a kilchen, serving an open-air restaurant
tucked behind the two buildings amid towering conifers.

Continued on page 16

Matcalfs have made some effort to find a buyer 1or their
business, they could discover no suitable successor to
continue under the Squirrel’s Nest name
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*™If Stones Could Speak ™

————

Hall & century ago. it wan stil lainy common 10 come
upon native Americans - 81one o7 In small groups - aloot
alang some local byway. ireading the same paths trod by
their ancient ancesiors down through lime Each spiing
for countiess springtimes past, the Washo tribe had made
s way Irom winter encampmaents in the Carson Vallay up
over Ihahigh passesinio lﬂuuummmnpuon the west
shore of Tahoe's “Big Waler " However. with the arrival of
European typeson the local scene, the lives of the Ingians
were inallerably marked lor change
By the Mid-1930s. Ihe west shore establishments of that
ara » Holel Homewood, Chambers' Lodge, Meeks Bay
Aesort and Falien Leal Lodge - still carried out their
symbiolic relations with the straggiers of these groups,
providing food, old clothes and other cast-0lfs 10 their
remden! Indians in exchange for laundry and kilchen
services rendered by the squaws ol the party Residents of
Ihe Washo campoodieds situated in the meadowlands and
canyons west of these resorts had by thal ime come 1o
depend on resort-provided gratuilies 15 a major aspect of
their e xistence, abandoning the oid ways in lavor of three
Squared & day and & warm wrap 10 ward off the chill of &
Carson Valiey winler A pereration belore, the cuisine in
these encampmaenis had still featured e pine nul as its
stapie ingredient. and the gatharing, gis sning and piepar-
alion of this commodity was the saws of daily lile during
the summar months. The laborious procsss of refining
these sludDOINE NUIS INlO &M #OLIM 3'Ale fegquired the
action of slone on sione, and this comimodity was nearby
in ample supply in the form of gramnie boulders. Natural
deprestions in such rocks were worn amgother and
deeper oach season by the ceasslass grinding of smaller
stones againsl the hollows, pulvenzing Ihe lenacious
morsels 10 & malable mash. Over bme these shallow bamng
became veritable craters, some more thana hand's breadth
deep and wide,
As work forms the bass of communal exislence, these
gninding rocks were the center of tribal society. Al such a

“This grinding rock, disco-
vered slong the Truckee
River, must have provided
a workbench for Washo

squaws.”

Am- W

tock the women ol e iribe would QEthed Suring e duy
foperdorm their work each &l Def OWn SILOA 4h P roti
The sense of community atendant on Mess Jetheregy
has been described by Ranges Jm Stewart of buges Prn
Point State Park, who discorered 8 MAr wious ¢ campie of
an Indian grinding rock near the Parks camppessid
Though vegelation al the sile NOw ODIC Wil Bhe seree of
the ancrent scene, Slewari noles thal ING rOCK 8 whaes gy
many a8 hall-a-gogen squaws ONCe Sal working of an
aliernoon, actually Overiooks A meadow area Here Wagho
youngsiers must once have Irolic ked under INesr moSary
wilchiul atiention, while the business of he CATD went on
amid exchanges of gossp from the group of assemtied
wOmen

Stewart has also dicoversd 8 large gnNnaing rock
underwaler just offshore of he Park's Enrman Manwon 8
location which suggeststhal the lake s ningleenth Century
elevalions waie low enough 10 allow the Washod grders
10 use Mis alternate shorekne pite as well

Another perennial indian encampment, locsled on the
banks of the Lake Outiel in Tahoe City, proved o be Pe
sile of another Indian gnnding rock, revesied by the low
waler of 1024, Discoversd by Constable Rotert Moni-
gomery Walson just offshore of the Gatekseper's Caden
thig three-hole roc k wasmoved 10 the Watson cadw on he
biyff above Commons Beach (now the Potier's Whee!) in
later years, the rock was moved 208 by Watson's
relalives, this imae 10 the lamily's old mll property in Lane
Forest, where it can sbll be lound today

Along the Truckee River comaor. between Souaw
Valley and Truckee, the presence of 3 Iwo-hole rock
suggests thal this may have Deen a 510D 00 e long trad
from Carson Valley 1o the Lake  Obviously dsturbed from
its onginal posiion, the rOCK NOw seems 10 Jare sk yward
as il searching the heavens for its lormer comparsons

Cal-Neva Point is the localion of 8 szabie eQg-shaged
boulder in which is woma sngle hole High on the siopeng
hills«de, in full view ol the Lake beyond. thws rocks
siluation afforded its gnnder early knowieoge of any
Approaching enemy, ba il Dear or bad weasther Al nearby
Brockway Hol Spnngs, another such rock. just above e
current high water level. endences the presence of an
encampment on the presn! grounds of the condomnmens
proyect

The coarse meal produced by this gnnding process was
used in & vanely ol ways, including & crude cake and &
delicacy known as pine nul S0up, INE Preparalion of whech
wap liberally described in 2 198308 ixsue of the Tahoe
Tarther. And though the Fea st Days of e Washo lor shuch
these dishes were prepired are no konger celebraled o
Tahoa's wesl shore, the rocks which played such e
important role in thew preparalion remasn befund 10
remind us of what is gone
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On The Waterfront

What more delightful spot to enjoy day's fading light
than at the edge of Tahoe's walery expanse, perhaps
sipping acool beverage while listening to the lapof waves
againstthe pilingssupporting anover-waterlounge? This
santiment is hardly a new one. In fact, the tradition goes
backoveracentury tothe early 1870s, whenresidents and
visitors to the Tahoe scene were already delighting in the
liquid refreshment dispensad by two over-waler bistros
then in operatlon,

The earliest of these was established by J.B. Campbell
and James Q. Forbes about 1873, The saloon was glven
the name Campbell's Custom House, asit wasthe popular
custom of gentiemen waiting forthe stsamer to Indulge In
adrink to while away the time belore boarding. Campbell's
structure, supported by a crib pler, also housed the
community's post oflice, and featured further entertain-
ment on the premises in the form of a two-table billiard
parlor (one table for men, the other forladies). According
to E.B. Scoit's Sage of Lake Tahoe, the Custom House
structure (by the turn of the century under the proprietor=
ship of Campbell's brother, Amazia Franklin Campbell)
was destroyed by the high water of 1807.

The demise of the Custom House left only one over-
water bar on Tahoe's California shore. This was John
McKinney's clubhouse, builtin 1875 on the wharl of his
Hunter's Retreat. McKinney had settied the West Shore
site (located midway betwean the presant communities of
Tahoma and Homewood) a dozen years earlier, carving
from the wilderness a rustic resort which soon grew 1o a
full quarier-section of land, including 13acres of lakefront,
From the first, McKinney's two-story clubhouse was a
popular watering hole for steamer passengers and resort
guests alike, this popularity continulng unabated under
the proprietorship of Dave Chambers, who purchased the
property in 1920, changing its name to Chambers’ Lodge.

By 1900, two more over-water drinking establishments
had made theirdebuts atthe Lake. Thefirstof these wasa

(el l LTI LG LR L TRy TR

structure located on Sugar Pine Polnt, part of a short-ived
enterprise known as Bollevue. Founded by Captain W.W.
"Billy" Lapham, this holstelry was another of the hall-
dozen west shore steamerstops of the day. in addition to
its saloon, the overwater clubhouse also featured a
barbershop and post office, the maildrop being officially
designated “Sunbeam.”

Lapham's venture, which opened In the spring of 1888,
was virtually wiped out five years later when a fire swept
through the premises, lavelling all the shoreward struc-
tures, Including a two-and-one-hali story hotel, saveral
cotlages and a horso livery. Though the wharf and
clubhouse were saved, this conflagration brought anend
to Lapham's operation, and the clubhouse buliding was
sold to Ephraim “Yank" Clament, whose own hostelry
{Cascade House)-had met the same Incendiary fate
several yearsearller, Clement barged the clubhouse tohis
property at the south end of the Lake, where, situated
firmly on dry land, It became his second Cascade House.

Beginning about 1899, E.J. “Lucky” Baldwin's hostelry,
The Tallac (originally owned by Clement and then known
as Tallac House) provided over-watar cocklall service al
the south end of the Lake. Here two bars on the wharl
offered resort guests a teampting array of liquid refresh-
ments, served in elegant style by white-coated barkeeps.
“The Saratoga of the Pacific,” as Baldwin's resort came to
be known, faded from the scene shortly after his death in
1908, and In spite of his daughter's efforts lo revive the
concern, it closed its doors forever within a few years and
wastorn down in 1927,

While a number of local establishments still dispense
spirits from lakeside locations, only a select few can
actually claim to serve their customers on the water.
Oidest of thess (by a full century) is the Chambers’
Landing Bar, which continuesthe tradition established by
John McKinney in 1875 and perpetuated by Dave
Chambers half a century later. This historic structure, in
spite of its several renovations, retains something of its
original flavor with a decor which recalls its earlier days.
The interior walls are covered with over-sized photo-
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By Carol Van Etten
Courtesy of The North Lake

Tahoe Historical Society

posters whichdepictthe enterprise in years gone by, This
histonc barcanbe reached either by boatorbycar,and s
open to the public daily. Situated in the lee of tall conifers,

Chambers Landing Bar is a pleasant spot to enjoy a
cocktail, with dinner available a few short steps away at
the site's own restaurant, also open to the public.

Considerably more recentin origin, yet destined to make
itsown place in history, isthe Tahoe Vista lounge known as
Captain Jon's. Proprietors of this establishment, which is
acjacentto the La Petil Pier restaurant, invite customers to
take their boats to dinner. The invitation is enthusiastically
accepted, for on any summer night in the enterpnise’s
ample marina float a vanety of vessels, ranging from classic
mahoganyrunabouts and launches to the iatestin fiberglas
sailboats and cruisers. While manne patrons enjoy a
sunset cocktail on Captain Jon's carpeted breakwater,
they can keep a watchful eye on their precious watercraft.
The bar and restaurantalso provide valet parking for those
arnving by more conventional transportation.

While a number of other restaurants and bars - some
accessible by boat - offer spirils, steaks, seafood and
sandwiches at the water’s edge, only a few can boast the

_special thrill of a drink or dinner on the water. A visittoone

" of these concems recalls the day when steamers délivered
privileged clientele to their dnnking and dining destina-
tions ... atradition which, with a littie imagination, can still
be enjoyed today.
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THE LAKE TAHOE
SHORELINE SURVEY

Lake Tahoe enjoys a long-standing
reputation as a mecca for shulterbuygs
Statisticians report thal Emerdld Day 18
Number 2 m populanty as a subject in
tamly vacalicn albums the world over,
And other tocal vwews draw theor share ol
cameéra-toling vistors intheearlies! years
of its settiement, the Tahoe Basin already
had 118 measure of glass-plale chroniclers,
and s status as A bi-stale navigable
waterway léd 10 s early pholographic
documentation, the scenic value taking a
bach seal to legal concemns

A reconnaissance ellor conduciad by
the Lake Tahoe Pholographic Bhomiine
Sutvey during the summer ol 1016 pra
serves & record of the Laka 4 legai high
waler level, exceeded thal yenr as the
resaryoif lilled behind (he newly<complete
oullel works. Tha survey was conducled
forthe Departmant of the interior and he
Buteau of Reclamanon as a resull of
liigation initialed by a scattersd group of
lakelronl properly owners who had suf
fered the ravages of llegally impounded
waler al several points along thisir portion
ol the shore zone

Continued on nex! page

Emeraid Bay camp. Or, Law's
house and boal house In fen
conler, Lake Tahoe Shore Line
Survey, July 19, 1914




Conlinued from page 10

Tha class agtion sutl preterred by theso Ownera, which
came to be known as the “Five Cases” logused the
tederal camera lens on spols wheid high waler had
brought damage 10 impiovements. For this teason, the
edily Suney provides a valuable 1ecord of some of Ihe
Lake's earhiost habilations and habils, Capluring old
Tanoe in all \ts marvelous simplicity. Through the lens of
a long-ago public sarvani, we see a tranquility long lost 1o
nistory Clapboard and canvas prevail, while here and
\here abit ol gingerbread or cedarbark-siding gives a hinl
of permanence. The paihs are lined with the granite
droppings ol the Qods, and peeled sapling rails gude
stiolling vacalionists oul onlo tentative linger piers

Brockway Holel (s building a new bath house in the
summer of 1916, and in Emerald Bay, campers look for-
ward tothe daily arrival of the Steamer TAHOE while they
méess about in wooden rowboats, lish and sun along the
willowed shore. In tha distance, the vista is all immortal
handiwork, tor Lora Moore Knight has yel lo place her
Vikingsholm castie at the headlands ol the Bay like a
crown jewel. The lime is other « slower. The pace is
serene. Mombers ol the survey parly, dressed in their
working garb, seem hardiyto intrude into the idyllic view

Incontrast, a lollow-up survey conducted in the fall of
1930 is a much more thorough record ol the shoreline
thanits predecessor. Duting the 14 intarvening years, the
number ol shore zone struclures has increased astro-

nomically, The national mania lor auto lravel encouraged
the completion ol a passable road around tha Lake, giving
rise 1o countiess resorts and camps. The subdivision of
shoreline property soon ftollowed, and the desire lor

accoss 10 the waler — still the main artary for trans-
poralion = brought new shore zone develapmeni of sl
kinds

The resullsal ine 1930survey are therelam momenious
A \wo-volume compendium ol pholos and othei dala
nearly four inches In 101al thicknass The carelully
calalogued pholos document 8 much lower wale! level
thal year, following several drough! seasons. While
inlinitely more extensive, this collection lacka Ihe charm
ol theearliarsurvey Perhapa thedeclining wealherol the
fall expedilion was & factor In this contrast By iate
November, 1030, Tahoe had already had its lirsl dusting
ol inow at Lake level, and the impending winterevident in
these photos lends a gloom 10 Ihe local scene

Anotherchange which signiicantly allers the aaathefics

ol e later collection isthat the dmruluohmllou -
characteristic of the old flat-tinished, largo-lormat VT8

ol 1816 are replaced in the 1930 study by half-size
glossies. A magnilying glass is required 10 pichk oul delall
in these pholos. This survey, 100, I8 nevertheloss a
treasure, noting structures within the shore zone which
exisled more than hall a century ago, many since
destroyed by the forces of tho Sierra woalher.

Had libgation broughi againat entilies of the Federal
governmentnotnecessilaled thisstudy, parhaps no such
lovely documaniation would have come inlo e xistence. In
some cases, Ihe survey pholos may represeni the only
record of since-vanishoed private wharves and ciher shore
zone siruciures, And though thisin itseli has a bearing on
madern legal considerations, the survey is parhaps even
mcio Important as a window on the past which can now
be enjoyed by all

Bath house under consirvelion
nenl lo the Brochway Holel on
the lefL. Lake Tahoe Pholographic
Shore Line Burvey, July 18, 1918
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Lake Tahoe’s Log Cabins

The «dea of resding in a log cabin holds a romantic
appeal for many people. Perhaps ilis the thought of living
surrcunded by Ltrees in their near-nalural state which
beckons the rushc in us to return 10 a simpler hime,
Certanly the aspect ol simpliCity was an important ele-
mentin the use of log construclion by early seitiers of this
and other lorested areas, though their concems were
utilitanan rather than aesthetic. Logs were plenhiul and
easly adapted to use as a sheller, and in the absence of a
mull they had no backwoods equal as a building matenal.

The oidest structure stll standing on the West Shore
was prediclably bult of logs. Located near the mouth of
General Creek (now partof the property of the Sugar Pine
Poent State Park), this cabin was constructed by General
Wiliiam Phupps in 1870, the second log residence bulll by
Phipps on the quarter section of land to which he had lirst
lawd Clarm a Cecace earher.

The oniginal Phipps cabin, also of log. had been bwilt in
1862-3 across the creek to the north from the later site
The first structure, with its accompanying log barn, was
busit with decidedly less care than its successor, being
compnsed of sawlogs placed with only passing attention
to ht or chunking. In contrast, Phipps second West Shore
residence represents the .abonous efforts of a backwoods
craftsman. In this structure, each massive log has been
hewn to squareness with the broad blade of a skillluliy-
wielded adze, and thus fitted 1o its neighboring log wilh
great precision.

The only other known buwilding al the Lake which uses
trus {ype of log construction s found at the Cascade
Stables, south of Emerald Bay. Built in the Hope Valley
(south of the Lake Tahoe Basin) before the turn of the
century, this smail log structure was one of several such
cabnis hauled by the Ebnght family lo their stables
property about 1820. Today, it i3 the only survivor of the
onginal group. now serving the Ebnghts as a slorage
buwiding for nding tack and equestnan supplies.

Tahoe Cily is the present-day location of several log
cabuns, the oidest being the Waltson Cabin, nextlothe Big
Tree in the Streetin the center of town. Now the site of The
Potter's Wheet, this bwiding was onginally builtin 1900 by
Robert Monigomery Watson as a honeymoon colttage for
his son Bob and new bride. Stelia. Following the Watson's
occupancy, the building became Hunt's Gift Shop, where
Femn and “Husky” Hunt sold Ingian wareslora generation.
Today. the two-slory cabin is listed in the Natonal
Regster of Hislonc Buildings.

B N el e ST TT L IS PRy

A second Walson-bwil log cabin is located several
biocks away in the shadow of the Pepper Tree Inn. This
broad-eaved, one-story siruclure was intended 1o dup-
hcate the Yukon cabin occupied by Robert M. Watson
dunng his adventure in the Kiondike Gold Rush, and is
appropnately named 20 Below Discovery Cabin.” Both
Watson cabins are constructed of closely-litted round
logs, with the interstilial spaces stulfed with oakum. This
matenal, made of treated rope libers, was a sorl of early-
day insulation which compensated for the lack of con-
formity between logs.
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Mceks Bay was also the scene of two pre-Depression
log cabins, The older of these was built in 1920 by
brothers-in-law Jim Murphy and Luke Morgan, gold
country ranchers who had taken titie to a section of land in
the bay in 1884, operating & dairy in the meadowlands
there until 1892, when the partnership (which also included
Jim's brother, George Murphy) leased McKinney's Resort
from the Westholl family. On the sale of McKinney's o
Dave Chambers in 1920, Jim Murphy and Luke Morgan

Continued on next page

mmc,..,_m..mmmm State Park. is the oldest siructure
gl standing on the Waesl Shore.
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“Sidney Ehrman Day”

The usual focus of this column s on evenis and
peamicnalites of the past. wilh ke mention given (he
modern day (s ve ocCamona) bnef relerences necessary
(o bring local history inlo befier perspective). However,
anevant on thig week § Calncariniends such A marwious
1Ournay into ous IoCal yesteryears thal il deserve s menhion
here Saturday, August 16, the cate of this step back in
tima, to be heid st Sugar Pine Point State Park, approxi-
Mately one mile south of Tahoma on Tahoe s Wesl Shore

This event, biled as “Sidney Ehrman Day.” is an
Mitampl Lo recreste Ihe ambient atmosphere of B West
Shore summaer of hal! a century 8go, 881l was enjoysd by
feudents and guesis al Ping Lodge. Onginally the
summaer reirest of the isaas Hellman family of San
Francisco, 1his massive granite lodge and the 1.989 acre
property which surrounds it were acquired by the
Cahforma State Park system in 1565, It was lollowing the
marnage of Helimans daughler Fiorance 1o Sidney
Ehrman that the property becamae popuiarly known as the
Ehrman Esute

From the Tahoe Bamn's saries! seltier

| played an essential role in the lives of loc
!ln-mg the only suitable means of local *

prior 1o Lhe Cevelopmaent of a paved highway circhng the
Lane By 190, the year Pine Lodge was compieted. the
quiches! and mos! comioriable tnp 10 the Lake began Dy
rail. Southem Pacdic service extended as lar as Truches
whemn passengers ranslermed 10 & narrow gauge line
which brought Lhem the remaimng 14 miles 10 the Tahoe
Tavem. Thes majestic lakeshore hosteiry. localsd one
miie south of the Lake outialin Tahoe City. was desgned
by Walter Danforth Bliss, the same architect retained by
Isaias Hellman lo design Pine Lodge

Four-score years ago. Ihe cowpath which connecied
Tahoe City with the West Shore made overland travel all
but impossible, and 80 from there. the trip continued by
water. Commercial passengerservice was available lo the
general pubkc in the form of steam boats, mosl famous
amcng these being the 5.5. TAHOE. A venitable floating
palace which circled the Lake dailyin summar, the stalely
TAMOE piciked up and delivered passangers, mail and
fraight &l well over & dozen slops along ils counter- |
cicchwise roule.

4 more salect group ol ravellers, bound for the prate |

esla'ss which dolied the Wes! Shore, was greeled al the
warsice lerminug of the narmow Qauge by one of the
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private launches, cruisers or sedans maintained by each
eatate for the convenience of its residents and guests,
These handsome craft were the lioating limosines of the
Lake, smaller yet no less opulent than their commercial
counterparts,

The Ehrman estate was woll-represenled by vintage
watercralt, with two of the most famous family boats still
alive and well on the Lake, The older of thaese, custom
built for the Ehrmansin 1822 by Fellows and Stowart, is a
36-1001 cabin launch known as the COMET., This sleek
eye-catcher, now owned by tho Owen Owwns family,
once transported Lthe Ehrmans and thelr guests 10 and
from their appointed destinations in grand siyle.

An open forward cockpit placed the COMET S marine
chauffeur out of earshot of the passengers, who rode
further aft, either in a separate enclosed cockpit arin an
open lounge In the stern. The boal's appointments
included wickerfurnitureand a largeovallile ingallixad
to the roof of the enclosed cabin, againe! the posaibility
of a marine disaster.

The Ehrman’s daughter Ester’s taste in boats ran more

,ﬂm&zyg Continued from page 18

CHEROKEE, a name she retains to this day. The original
lour-cylinder Hall-Scott engine, not suited 1o the n-
creased horsepower requirements of Tahoe's high alti-
tude, has since been replaced by alarger power plant, but
the boat is otherwise essentially unchanged, and today
canstill be seen in West Shore walers with owner Lawrence
V., Metcalf at the wheel.

Both the COMET and the CHEROKEE will be on
display atthe State Park pier on Saturdayin the company
of a number of their mahogany contemporaries. In
addition to this marine display, vintage autos such as
those which might have visited the estate in the later
pre-war years will also be shown. Some participants will
be wearing period costumes, and a trunk showing will be
presented. The Reno Brass Quartet is scheduled (o
perform music of the pericd, and a photo display on the
history of Lake Tahoe's mail boats will be on view.

Hours of the Sidney Ehrman Day festivitiesare 10a.m.
o 4 p.m. Your attendance at this event will be well
rewarded by a variety of activities which can be enjoyed
by the whole family,

toward speed thal stateliness, and a few years afler
purchasing the COMET, Pine Lodge took danwéﬂn\

one ol the newly-popular runabouts then being manu-
factured bythe Belle Isle Boatand Engine Company. This
gleaming three-seat speedster, known as a Bearcat,
shared its model name with an automobile counterpart
built by Stutz. Featuring a raised deck, the boat was fitted
with brass hardware. since in 1925 (the year of her
manufacture) chrome was not yet available.

In keeping with the local popularity of Indian ap-
pellations, the Ehrmans christened their runaboul
Continued on page 27

T T L L AN AT I

~.
=Py




WoaME @it wnwem wom g osm | e pen e HE [RILL LU RIT

108 iRichard Barter

Pege 14

- b

People > Barter, Richard
iCarol Van Etten Collection

NORTH TAHOE WEEK Augusl 21 - 27, 1886

Courtesy of The North Lake Tahoe Historical Society

Captain Richard Barter
Hermit of Emerald Bay

Of all Lake Tahoe's wonders, there s
none 30 well known nor widely soughtout
by visitors 1o the region as Emerald Bay.
Even its name suggests enchanitment, yet
most who make their pligrimage to the
charmed inlet would agree that any name
bestowed by manfalisshortof adequately
describing the site’s magnficence.

While modem-day throngs gather to
wilness thisbeautiful scenefirst-hand, the
sile was in earlier days the domain of a
single soul, whose isolation-earned him
the nickname “Hermit of Emerakd Bay.”
“Captain Dick” Barter was the namae of this
singularly-blessed individual, hired in 1853
to oversee the property of Ben Holladay,
Jr.,son of the overland stagecoach baron.

As the sole year-round resident of the
alpine retreat, Barter had no permenent
neighbors within 15 miles. Holladay's own
five-room, two-story residence at ths
northwest end of the Bay was only occu-
pied In summer, and s0 the adjscent
cottage which served as Barter's digs waa
effectively cut off from “civilization™ for
the balance of the year. A second resi-
dence built by Barter on the south side of
the Bay's rockyisland put himevenfurther
out of communication with the outside
world.

Barter, an old English seaman whose
reputation lor a prodiglous alcoholic capa-
city soon became legendary, seemed to
thrive In his isolated surroundings, ven-
turing out by skiff oron hisself-built sioop
when weatherpermitted. The changability
of local meterologlcal conditions some-
times worked to Barter’s detriment, how-
ever, and many a night saw him progress-
ing through angry seas, propelling himsalf
by alternate pulls on oars and jug until he
had gained the wharf and made fast.

Barter had more than one brush with
death related 1o just such inebriated jour-
neys. One such trip in 1870 resulted in his
capsizing off Rublcon Point, having been

blown far off course by an unexpecled
gale. Wnile not fatal, this mishap cost the
"old salt” sevaral toes, which became fro-
enand gangrenous as a result of his hav-
Ing spenta numbarof hours submerged in
the Lake's chilly waters. Following his
sel{-amputation (alded by the same spirits
which had contributed to the necessity of
the operation), Barter kept the toes in a
box, displaying the gory specimens to
visitorstoiliustrate the storyof hisnarrow
escape from tha clutches of death.

“Captain Dick™ believed that he might
have the good fortune to die a natural
death,and tothatend he labored countless
hours on Emerald Isie, hewing a tomb out
of the unyielding granite prominence, He
built a small {mme structure over the
excavation to shleld it from the weather,
and lst it be widely known that it was his
wish 10 be buried In the island grave.

Such was not 1o be his fate, however, In
Octabar of 1873, another of Barter's
fiustrious expeditions In search of drink
and companionship spelled his end. En-
route from Tom Rowland’s Custom House
on the south shore, Barter's faithful sloop
NANCY was once again driven off course,
only 10 be dashed against the rocky
Rublcon Point.

A search party reported sighting the
remains of the splintered craft, and re-
covered a single carfound fioating nearby.
The second oar did not materialize until
four months later, causing local inhabi-
tants to speculate that Barter had taken it
downwith him,and onlylaterreleased itto
return o the surface.

Though never officially recoegnized by
cartographers, the name “Dead Man's
Island” remainsin popularuse by manyto
this day, a memorial to the plans and
preparations of Richard Barter which
proved to be no match for Tahoe's awe-
some displays of weather,
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In recent yoars, the on-again-off-again of Lake
Tahoe's North Shore casinos have encouraged many
Sierra-bound gamblers to seek the south end of the Lake
Yol some observers with aneye 10 the fulure believe that
the Norh will rise again, ciling as strong evidence the
reopening of Cal-Neva Lodge, Tahoe's oldest casino

Even bolore Tahoe becamo widely known asa mile-high
gaming paradise, Cal-Neva was engaged in a healthy
trade with quite a different basis: real estate promotion. It
soems a common sales lactic of the day prampled the
construction of the lirsl Lodge, which included a dancehall
and cabins among Its rustic ollerings.

In an interview conducted by the Oral Histary Depart-
ment ol the University ol Nevada, Reno, north shore
legend Norman Biltz (one ol Cal-Neva's long line of
owners) described the club’s humble beginnings: "Bob
Sherman built the Cal-Nova as a guest house,” Biltz
explained, “s0 il wasn't open 10 the public. Il was where
they took prospects to soll real estate 10"

“The Cal-Neva was opened in May of 1627,” D'tz went
on. "I gotthere during that month, or maybe var'y Juns, I'd
saved up a little money = | had a lew thousand dolias, but )
got gambling. It didn’t take long - here | am, broke again,
Not only broke, but | had written some checks | couldn't
cover. So owing Sherman this money, | want 10 work.”

The arrangement worked out well, according to Billz,
and so0n he was busy peddling real estate for Sherman.
“Wo had thirty orforty thousand lots drawn out on paper,”
Biltz recalled, “We used 1o sell them off the map. We had
whal they call “llat stores” in San Francisco, Fresno and
Bakersfield - all over the state of California. We'd have
lunch sometimes, with lectures every half hour. We'd get
peoplein there and then wo'd show them pholographs of
the Lake and soll them with a low down, and pay lor their
ticket to Tahoe.”

“The only way to get there then with any degree of time
orsalety was by train,” Biltzexplained. "The train ran right
into Tahoe City. And then we'd get them up there and
maybe they'd buy a $350 or $400 lot that would be
probably hait way 1o Truckee ... |remember that year wo
sold 17,0001ots up at Lake Tahoe. This was great until the
Depression came, and then we got it all back!”

Biltz proved to be a whiz al the real estate game, and
before long Sherman owed him about $45.000 in com-
missions. Unable to pay, the developer finally agreed to
signthe Lodge over 10 Billz. In need of cash forbiggerand
I R L T ]
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The Cal-Nava's Main Lodge desirayed in 1937 by lire

belter pramotions, the new ownaer in turn sold the property
1o the partnerhip of James McKay and William Graham,
This time the pnce was $65,000, and the partnership gave
Biltzten percent down, with the balance due at the end of
the season,

Things seemed to be going Biltz's way until the club’s
gala reopening, when he once again let the gambling bug
gelthe best ol him. The next alternoan, still groggy in the
wake of the merry celebration, he learned that his previous
evening's losses had erasod the debt complaltely. “I'd lost
the $58,000," said Billz, "but they were very good 10 me.
Theyloaned me $500to get outof town. It was a very lovely
spot, Cal-Neva, in those days.”

McKay and Graham would have been quick to echo that
sentiment. Their fortunes were in flower, for persistent
lobbying eltarts in favor ol legalizod gambling in Nevada
finally paid off early in 1931. According to Biltz, his
successors were the first to capitalize on the new legis-
lation, opening the doors of their formarly-llicit casino to
the general public. Business boomed. .

Built on the boundary between California and Nevada,
Cal-Neva enjoyed a unique location — and one not
overiooked by the press. During the winter of 1931, a .
popular Broadway play called LIGHTNIN' took for its
setting just such a line-straddling structure. With the
arrival ol good weather, the film version ol author Frank
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Bacon s stage play was shooting on location at Cal-Neva
with Will Rogers (by that ime a hgure ol inlernational
celabiily ) playing the lead

The Lodge s rustic inlenors served asa perfeci backdrop
for seversl scenes in the lim. Lichen-Covered granile
formations protruded into the Lodge s dining room where
it mel the rugged siope of the hill, and unpeeled logs
formed both exterior and intenor walls, rising 10 exposed
raMters from which Quaintly contnved chandeliers were
suspended. Rainbow lrout was the house speciaity, s
freghness assured by the presence of a rock holding-pool
n one comer of the dining room into which flowed a
conbinuous cascade of bubbling. stream-cold waler While
popular musicians heid sway lrom the bandstand besde
the immense sione hearth, dancers crowded the fioor,
gown the center of which was painied a ing purporung 1o
gmde the two slales

The tame of the enterprise, spurred on by its assocabion

with a popular movie, brought inCreased busines? §,3 sbil
more tame. Will Rogers and a number of other Holl ywood
luminanes had been (requent wislors on the N $hore
dunng the production of LIGHTNIN, and of these, somae
returned in laler years, helping 10 enhance the repulation
of the enterprise.

But the ghtter and glamor attracted another sort of

element, and a certain unwelcome infamy began fd be -

associaled with the Lodge when frequen! vmisitabon of
underworld figures inspired rumors of shady in-house
pursuits. In 1837, a fire swepl through the main Lodge,
leaving it a pile of ashes, and speculalion ol arson was
gven impelus by the existence of bunks of lumber all
ready at hand in the Lodge parking ot on the night of the
blaze - materiais from which the new Cal-Neva wa

quickly buwil. !

Though a conclusive case for the McKay-Graham put!-
nership's connection with the underworld was never
developed, investgation eventually established enough
ewdence 10 convicl the pair for mau fraud, and their long-
ume manager, Eimer “Bones” Remmer became the owner
of record. Under Remmer's guidance, business continued
1o boom, with the shady aspect of the establishment
heiping to increase its lame. Luxury amid rustic elegance
was the byword. While “Cally" Hoiden's Band (“from
Moweland”) pla “smart music,” diners enjoyed the
unequaled Clusine of“The Castieid thé Aif’ or uppled

Continued on narzti pa
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e Looges Continendsl Bar, which owrigoked rocky
talehng point and e erparme of pristnm isre Leyond

Under Remmers sucCemwor, “Bardy” Adier, the guaisty
of anterisinment impioved still luther. ared the Losngs
began 10 resembie 8 Tinsel Town Wos Whno Gecpe
Jemel, Judy Ganand, Nat Cole and & host of eguaity-
lamous slars headhned al the Lodge. drawng standing
r00m only crowds irom the Fourth of July 10 Labor Dy

| « However, the club’s popularty as an enterianment
| paradise reached s peak dunng the rewgn of Adiers
| puccessor, the King of the Rat Pack - Oig Biue Eres
During Frank Sinatra’s lerm of proprelorship, the enter-

T {Irﬁ" and his loysl handlul of Inends lent they ungus

Iyle 10 the eslablishment. seeming 10 thumb thew noses
&l authority in all ity forms. But the enormous appeal of
these premier enleriainers could not overcome whal the
Nevada Stale Gaming Commission wiewed as iihcd
associanons with organized crime Overruling Sinatra s
legal appeal, the commiss:on revoked his gamng beense
forcang hus sale of the Lodge and bringing 10 an end 3
colorful era at the North Shore.

Cal-Neva's fortunes have nisen and fallen since Fresno
businessman Rod Cloud lost his gaming icense afler oniy

. two years of operation over a siol-chealing scandal. and

when San Maleo wheeler-Cealer Jon R Perrolon arranged
1o buy the business for $17 mullion, s fravd in the
secuwring of a loan lor purchase squashed the deal

As 1986 began, Charles Bluth acquired the lamous
propery. and since that Umae has been working 10 return
Cai-Neva 0 its lormer glory. Earher this month, Biuth was
granied his gaming license. and the Lodge 18 now in full
operation. Bluth's inlent 10 rewtalize the operalion in-
ciudes renovation ol the “Indan Room™ 1o its onginal
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The bustiing Cal-Neva Lodge during its heyday
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appearance by removing a lacade buill over tho
rockwork during Cloud's tenure, and an upgrading of
other facilities. Long-time patrons of the grand astablish-
ment look forward to these changes in the Lake's oldesi
lgaming establishment — a return to the days whan Cal
Neva was truly "The Castle in the Sky.”
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Thalintflakes mayyel bafarofl, butthe
passing of Labor Day, traditionally, the
halmark of approaching autumn, hasnever-
theless Imbued the almosphers with a
finglity which cannot be denied. The
majority of casual residents have “lalt the
hill® for the season, while relirees and
othars enviably cblivious to the school
calendar stay on, enjoying the breezy sun
ol Seplembar.

As the days grow shorter, the leaves of
quaking aspenalong the Truckes Riverare
suddenly yeilow, and will soon shade only
the wormas. Business activity siows notice-
ably, yet commarce is not conlemplating
closure - quife the contrary. Excepting the
marine concessionaires and other seasonal
enterprisas, the business sector is rather
regrouping - and dreaming of snow,

How very differently the community
greeted fall half a century ago, asdeparting
vacationars fastened shuttens in place,
stowed porch chalrs and made linal prepars-
tions against the torthcoming sazsons of
their absence. Inthose imas, one could sit
on one's Front Street (Hwy. 28) porch ol s
Labor Day aftarnoon and wave 0 & slsady
procession of cars hsading out 0 Own —
until next year.

Notthatthe year's revenuas wera sinictly

+ limited 10 summer. By the sardy 15830,

some businesses did reopen brially for tha
winter holidays. infact, that idea had been
given impetus In the late 1920 by tha
Tahos Tavern's reguiardy schedued "Snaw-
ball Speclals™ — passenger trains which
ran direct lrom San Francisco to tha
Tavem's doorstep on winterweekends and
holidays, But in spite of this brief tlirtation
with tourism, the local businass community
genaraily drowsed through the whitle sea-
son, awaiting the promise of spring.

By tha lata 19308, howaver, the seed of
an idea had begun to germinate in some
progressive minds. What about winter,
anyway? Snow had already been demon-
sirated to possess recreational properties.
Why not inform the public of Tahoe's
ample endowment? To this end, & late-
summar editorial in the Lake Tahos Naws
spoke enthusiastically of the coming sea-
son: “There are many plans for bigger and
battar winter sports in tha lake region now
ready lo be carried out for the coming

o st e daliaA Tontided WE BT This

year will be an Ideal one to introduce

yoursell 10 Ihe pleasures of a White
Chrisimas”

And the winter of 1937-38 did indeed

prove a memorable siege .. doubly so for’

any adventurer who might have [oined the
local populus that year, for snows ap-
proached record depths and sensational
accounts Iin San Francisco newspapers of
the Tahos community’s near-starvation
prompted an airdrop of fresh loodstufison
the Tahoe City Golf Course to spare further
(lictitious, It developed) suflering.

The bigger and better winler plans
alluded 10 in the edilorial were never made
clear n the pages of the News, for that
publication failed to answer the bell torthe
1838 season, leaving the Tahoe Tatter
once again Tanoe City's only newspapst
(and that on a publishing schedule which
ranonly from Memorial Daylo Labor Day).
Winter tourism In the Basin was still a
campaign for the future, but “boosterism®
had become animporiant aspect ol Tahoe
arsacommarce, and the lame of the region
began to grow steadily.

Increasing ease of travel and the gradual
return to black ink in the wake of the
crippling Depression were getting the
public out on the open road, and several
ocal entrepreneurs beganto explore ways
to assure that the white sidewalls pointed
in their direction. In this pursuit, they
increasingly shared with each other the
wisdom gained from their successes and
fallures, hoping to improve their mutual
visibility.

inthe spring of 1939, the formation of the
Lake Tahoe - Sierra Assoclation helped to
givedirection and unity to publicity efforts.
The fledgling drumbeaters soon de-
veloped what was (o0 prove a long and
happy relztionship with the Aulomobile
Club of Southern California, through
whosae officesthey distributed publications
which extolied the virtues of the Lake
Tahos Reglon.

But the Lake Tahoe - Sierra Assoclation
had scarcely begun Its campaign (o make
Tahoe a household word when along came
World War 1l, postiponing (he public's
opportunity to enjoy their new discovery.
Yet in spite of this Immediate obstacle Yo
business success, the word was out = in

‘ol foxrpips oypmsaasdinle ponal

Continued on page 7
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Continued from page &

sconas on the home {ront, Memories of the High Slerra

paradise helped keep less Idyllic thoughts company in
many minds for the duration.

At War's end, crowds flocked to the Lake In unprece-
dented numbers, Commerce was enjoying a sharp up-
swing, and the number of local businesses mushroomed.
“ALL YEAR HIGH GEAR," sang the Lake Tahoe Tribune.

What about a year-round, all-weather road over Echo
Summit? It was only a matter of time,

In 1946, the Tehoe Topics (a newspaper which survived
slightly over a year of weekly publication in the early
postwar era) Inaugurated their Year Round Club. In that
far-away fall of 1946, according to the newspaper's survey,
there were as many as 35 Tahoe City and North Shore
businessmen who elected to remain open all winter,
braving what might come (or perhaps rather what might
NOT come) in the spirit of the pioneers.

That winter, public transportation left the driving to
Greyhound, and once arrived, whether by bus or private
car, the visitor could be contident of finding lodgings and
dining facilities, a grocery, a druggist, a filling station and
an automotive repairshop which could get his carrunning
well enough to make It back over the hill.

The campaignto keepthecommercial cobwebsbrushed
away was not an immediate unqualified success, and
many lean winters ensued. In order to survive, tenacious
residents found it necessary to dabble in a diversity of
employments, with wintertime work exceedingly hard to
come by. It was actually not until 1949 that a growing
publicinterestin downhill skiing led to the development of
the’ Squaw Valley and Granlibakken Ski areas, which in
turn generated some new jobs. What we now know as the
Granlibakken Ski Area (originally the Tahoe Tavern's
Winter Sports Grounds) had already enjoyed its share of
fame in 1931 as the site of the ski jumping trials for the
Lake Placid Olympics, but Squaw Valley was yet to have
its moment in tﬁe international limelight.

That momentethe staging of alocal Olympics at Squaw

Valley in 1960 - was the beginning of the end for the

significance of the Year Round Club.:Interstate 80 over

woant mimemes e mopJONNGS, Summit, an all-weather, four-lane highway, was
completed the following year, providing mugh=ithproved mm s

access for winter sports enthusiasts. And so with nothing

to discourage its success, the concept of Two Seasons
was off and running.
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Victor Wikander —

Wikdemess used (0 begin with & small w. Too many
generaBons aga, the lerm served 10 dehne anyplace
laciung a resdent human population, Howewer, a3 weal-
ward expanson lay its sporadic claym on the land, man's
encroachmenty began to ascnbe [0 widemness & more
defimie shape, and finally 1o subdivide it into areas (into
winch ioday more than a casual intruson is regulated by
parmut).

Our own local backcountry, o the west of Lake Tahoa's
westemn shore, IS an unusuafly rugged and lonely termain
— hence its name Desolahon. And though each yearlarge
numbers of city-stressed vimilors come to partake of the
pastoral benaefits of the land’s vast unspoiled reaches, it
has been the prnivilege of a special few 1o know any partof
it as intimately as did Victor Wikander.

This 19th Century native of the Finnish woodlands was
not acasual sojournerinto ourlocal wilkdemnass. Wikander
knaw the lemitory asa resident. lor beginning in 1922 (and
lor more than three decades thereafter) ha actually lived
the best part of sach summer far from the advances of
“ciwkzation™ in his hand-built cottage on the smaller of
Buck isiand Lake's two serene atolls.

By the sarly 1920s. Wikander had alreadyspenta graat

deal of time in Desolation. He had "discoverco”™ Lake

Tanoe in 1909 at the age of 28, when as a hydrogragher for
the San Francisco firm of Stone and Webster, s began
laking readings on a weekly winter roula Délwls

Georgetown and McKinnay's (now the site of Chambe’
Landing )= & round tripof 130 miles on skis. Traversng &

, considerabie distance was nothing extraorcmary 10 e
, former Finnish National Cross Country Ski Chamgion,

and during the next three winters, he continued 10 make
these weekly trips through the little-known uptand, adding
immeasurably to his knowledge of - and jove tor - this
pece of wildemaess.

in a 1946 issue of the Tahoe Topics, columnist Ethel
Joslin Vemon (wrnting under the nom de plume Shark
Twayne) interviewed Wikander for her reguiar column
“True Talesof Tahoe.” Inthatinterview, the skier-scientist
recalled his stint as a travelng data-gatherer. 71 carnad a
pack consisting of a Price Current Meterwith weights.” he
explained, "besides my own outfil for the tnp. | traveled
alone, and my first skis | made for myself, but finally | sent

to Finland for a pair”

Wikandar's mamiage to Cecile Alice Boyd in 1916 dd
nothing to duminigh his enthusiasm for the backwoods,
which hus new wife shared. To celebrata their mutual
cevobion to the ouldoors, Lhey spent their month-long
honeymoon hiking and camping along his former ski
route - & practice which they perpetuated (with variations
in the routa) over the naxt half-dozen years.
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Wilderness Resident

In 1822, the Wikanders homesisaded the one-icre
istand on Buck Isiand Laks, an isolated location approx-
imately eight air miles due west of Rubicon Point on
Tahoe's west shore. The s premenisd s0Mme wnque
construction problems over all of which Wikander proved
masder, sach in its tum,

The most basic obstacle to construction was the
difficulty of access. All buiding materials had 10 be
brought in as far as the Rubicon Springs Hotel by way of
the olid Rubicon Stage Road. Belors the tumn of me
cantury. this rutted, rockstrewn thoroughfare connected
McKinney's "Hunter's Home™ with Georgetown and the
mining disincts of the Western Siope.

Beyond (he dilapidated Hotel, horsepower gave way 10
manpower. From this point, Wikander had fo carry each
armioad of lumbar, box of nails and squares of shingles
neary two miles l0 the lakashore. The final leg of the
tedious journey was by rowboat - a small wooden cralt
previously packed in by Wikander.

The western shore of the island was the site af Ihe
coupla’s original cabin, and by 1028, two guesi coltages
had been added 10 the list of Improvements. Above the
doorways in rustic letlers, Wikander fashioned “Finland™
and “lreland” in honor of his Finnish father and Irish
mothaer.

Overthe years, the Wikanders achieved many pieasant
rafinemaents in their surroundings, including over a third
ol s mile of stone-bordered walkways (the 57 tons of sand
tar which Wikander rowed over Irom the mainland one
load at a time). A rock-walled cellar built by Wikander a!
water's edge adequately served the retreat’s needs of
refngeration, and lantemns iluminated the cottagesin the
evenings.

The seventy of local winters did not deter Wikander
from enjoying an annual snow-season visil of several
weeks, though the trips in and out on skis were extended
by the fact that the roads were rarely plowed beyond
Tahoe City. In spite of the hardship inherent in such
sctivity, Wikandernavertired of thesa winter jaunts, and at
the ime of his 1946 interview, at age 64, he expressed the
desire to ind "a young snow sports enthusiast”™ with
whom 10 share ski trips “overtha white skyland trailsin the
season of the big snows.”

Victor Wikander's handiwork is all gone now, returmed
neary 1o its created state by the iorces of agencies both
natural and manmade. But there is somathing of his spint
alive in those who seek out his brand of serenuty loday.
Though in the present age we are afl vis:itors in the
wilderness, by making the elfort 10 seek it oul we can still
experience the same sense ol wonderment which Wik-
ander enjoyed over hall a century ago.

pives vnm mmma e a0 4
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The heart ol a small community must
surely be its collee shops, foritis over the
counters of such establishments thal its
essential business Is truly conducied. The
colles shop (or sandwich shop, as thay
were known (n the early days) is a fairy
recent cullnary tradition, dating exclusively
to this century. Backwoods hotelkeepers
were obliged to provide meals for their
guests, but such offerings aspired to the
sama grand elegance of the accommoda-
tions they provided.

it was not until the Increased mobility
afforded by the automobile and the rise of
family resorts brought “vacationists” of
more moderate means to the Lake that the
coffes shop could be born, The less formal
asplrations of the new style of restaurants
suited this crowd perfectly, and ftwasonly
a matter of time belore several had found
their way into business.

Oldest of the town's blueplate eateriesto
operate independant of a hotel or rooming
house was Bennie's Inn. its proprietor, one
Oiga Bennvell (sp.) was a lean, spunky
widow who, In 1911, began herbusiness in
a tent on Front Street (now Hwy. 28),

' pltched propitiously between the Tahoe
Inn (on the uphill side) and Bickford's
Lumber Company {now Truckee-Tahoe
Lumber) on the downhill side. Here she
plied her hot dogs, ice cream, pie and

- -
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Courtesy of The North Lake Tahoe Historical Society

COFFEE SHOPS

colles to all comars.

Many of Bennle's customers were la-
borers and tradesmen engaged (n the
construction of the Outlet Works, and In
the absance of any competition for this
cHentele, the business thrived, In 19186,
Mrs. Beenvelt married Billy Mayhew, a
former amployea of neighboring Tahoe
Inn,and togetherthey continued to operate
the eatery with greatsuccess, A few boerds
atatime were added lo the original canvas,
and gradually the Bennle Hot Dog Em-
porlum (as it was also known) evolved Into
a frame structure which survived well into
the 1530s,

Hoping to capitalize on the popularity of
the eat-and-run repast, the Tahoe Inn
added a roadside Sandwich Shop on its
uphiiside, Here d uat-choked visitors could
order 2 sandwich and a cooling beverage
from the fountain without intruding on the
cornparative elegance of the Inn‘s main
dining room. Long-time local resident
Lillian Farr recalls that when the Tahoe
City Marcantile (which had also housed
the post office) burned in 1937, the Sand-
wich Shop became the temporary mall
distribution polnt for the town, until the
new Community Center building could be

completed.
Continued on page 17
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By the mid-1830s, the role of the rallroad in the Tahoe
City Community was In decline. Private sutos were
becoming the most-used means of transporiation into the
Dasin, and within a lew years, growing public sentiment
apainsl Southem Pacilic'd encroachments on the town
Commons and the need for salvage metal forthe waretfort
combined to drive the railroad oul of town, However, a few
scattered cars remalned. Ona of these, parked atroadside
noarthe vacantlolwest of Luckys, became Ernie's Pionesr

Pullman Diner, perhaps Tahoe City's oldest theme res-
taurant,

As of 1041, a quick meal could be had at the Honey-
bunch. Chris "Honeybunch® Boylardes and his wile, Rose,
operated this cullnary adventure, which waslocated In the
Village Store building. The menu featured fountain service,
pork and lamb chops, homemade chill and “spun steak”
sandwiches, the latter a popular suphemism for our
modem hamburger,

The postwar boom led to the astablishmentof anumber
Q! new local eateries, though only two of the hall-dozen
which got their starts in the late 15408 survive as res-
taurants today. When World War Il ended, Bill and Shidey
Congerwere among the first to establish a new restaurant
business in town, The boom brought prosperity to Tahoe
City's commerce, and the Congers’ coffes shop motsel
combination was a success from the beginning. Local
construction workers and business psople appreciated
the good food at moderata pricas, served In Conger's
convivial atmosphere, and when the Congare s0'd thelr
business to Mike LaFerriare, he continued theirnare and
popularity. The enterprise even took on asortol unoticlal
status aslocal history repository when Judge C.W. Yemon
allowed his photo collection to be displayed on its walls.,
When LaFerriare moved his operations to the Cafe
Cobblestone, ha sold Congers to the Millers, who changed
Its name to the Family Tree —the onlylocal colfes shopto
survive four decades in spite of the Increasing competition
of recent years.

The Skookum Chuck was another post-war phano-
menon in Tahoe City, offering a steamy variety of
delicacies in the same building as Red Anderson's original
butchershop. Al Randolph was tha proprietor, choosing
for Its name a tantalizing appelliation berrowed from an
obscure Native American invocation (waming, some

i o———
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patrons belleved). Bkookum Chuck doubled briefly asthe
town's bus depol, and as such enjoyed a certaln transient
cllentele which might otherwise have chosen Lo Overlook
its exotic cuisine,

The early 10508 saw two new colflee shops open for
business at the Tahos City “Wye." Aboul 1851, "Jack”
Wooda leased a parcsl of riverside property from Don Del
Carlo 10 the southwest of Fanny Bridge. Here he bullt a
one-atory structure, using scrounged materials and labor,
which he calied Sportman's Cafe, Woodsprovided counter
service plus a few lables for more laisurely dining
Independent “gyppo” petroleum dealars supplied gasfor
the Cafe's two pumps, and business was further bolstered
by Woods' acquisition of the Greyhound Bus contract. In
fact, the patronage was largely transient, and several
eariy-day customaers (still residents of Tahoe City) recall
the myriad of fieabites which were part and parcel of the
Sportman's dining experience.

About the same time, another colles shop was getling
its start near the Wye. This venture, housed in a small
block structura for the purpose by local realtor Fred
Kliner, was founded by Blanche Donaldson. Under her
able direction, Donaldson's became not only a stop for
passing motorists, but a strong compatitor with Conger’s
for the cruclal local irade. As the decade of the 1950s
ended and preparations for the coming Winter Olympics
at Squaw Valley began in eamest, the construction
workers who had come to the Lake to be part of the latest
*boom” supplied both concemns plenty of business.

Donaldson's original block bullding was bursting at the
soams, and Kilner replaced it with a larger and more
stylish frame siructure. The sits’s ideal location and
Blanche's homey, personal attention to her patrons proved
a winning combination, and when she retired in the early
19708, turning the business over to herson Rex, she could
look back on two dscades of popularsuccess in the realm
of local restauranteuring.

But Rex Donaldson's dream was the establishment of
hisown dinnerhouse in Tahoe City, and with thatin mind,
he sold the collee shop to Bill and Bonnle Starz In 1975,
The Starz enhanced the cafe menu with thelr own
speciallies, later opting to move their business across the
road to pursue the baking which had been their trademark
In the restaurant. The vacated Kilner building then became
the offices of the Old Tahoe Junction Land Company, a

shortdived real estate operation which a few yaln' later
gave way to Squaw Valley Sports, the business which still
occuples it today,

The fact that all but one of the businesses discussed
here are now history points out the difficulty of commercial
survival in the High Slera. Actually, Tahos City brielly
sustained many more short-lived cafes and stands which
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Tahoe City Community Center
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large centers of
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= usually by fwe. Such was the case 40 years ago last
month when a blare rumored 1o be incendiary in nature
swept through the Tanoe City waterfront, wiping out the
Tahoe Mercanbie, the 1own post office, Ine Cedar Log Bar
(onginal meeting place for the Tahoe Women's Club) and
vveral Other smaller structures.

Judge CW “Bdl” Vernon, whose residence in Tahoe
City had aiready evceeded a decada by the ime of the fire,
recalied the altermath of the hombile event quite vividly in
spite of the passage of aimost four decades “1 had never
#0en 50 Many people al the beach as gathered later that
afternoon,” Vernon recalled “They were saying, "We will
never againcome 1o the beach through winler snow o get
the mail We will build up 0n the highway on our own
property.” -

“They were remembering.” Vernon went on 1o explain,
“that Congress had given us (The people of Tahoe City) the
entire beach front of Lot 6, containing 1) acres of land
extending 900 feet along the beach fronl. as a people’s
park lor Tahoe City. Thus beach and park, the Tahoe City
Commons. was deeded lo the peopie of Tahoe Cily in
1867

A rallying of local in favor of iding at
least ons Of tha burned slruclures was almost instan-
laneous. An em which appeared in the Tahoe Tattler'’s
special Christmas issue of 1837 descnibes the mustenng
of community energies for the rebuilding project. "Hardly
had the ashes of what once was their Clubhouse cooled,”
reported the Tattier, “when the Tahoe Women's Club met
and formed plans fTor raising money 10 rebuild their
clubrooms, destroyed by the disasterous lire.” Though by
late autumn the localion lor the new struclure had yel 1o
be chosen. card parties had alreary yisided $115ip hebalt
ol the project, and independent donalions began 10 Inickle

Tahoe City's newly-com-
pieted Community Cenler,
on the biull sbove Com-
mons Beach, awalts sccu-
pancy In June, 1938 (C.W.
Vernon pholo courlesy of
Lillian Vemon Farr)

the Women's Club) Norman R. Mayheld (project con-
tractor) and C.O. Valentine (lormer pholographer for the
Tahoe Tavern and in 1938 propnietor of the Valentine's
Cabins in Tahoe Park).

Following the 1937 blaze which destroyed the lormer
lakeside posl office. mail had been temporarily distributed
from the fron! of Atherion's grocery store, but wilth the
completion of the new C ity Center,

Joanatia (Janel) Pomin Watson mﬂwd her oporaharl
across the sireel and into the new postal headquariers.

in. Banetacton soon included Rolary Oil Burner Comg
of Truchkes, Mrs Helen Clark Siater, the H lndw
Philanthropic Club of Meeks Bay, Otto Rempler and “your
OWn NEWSDADE

The o Al Ammal sl - A
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A marking the opening of the new facility
was held on June 26, and as reported in the lronl-page
item in the Tattler, more than 200 persons turned out to
take a g at the newly d buik “From all

Until 1t was destroyed by fire in 1037, this over-waler
structure known as the Cedar Log Bar served as the
original clubhouse of the Tahoe Women's Club. (C.W.
Vernon photo courtesy of Lillan Yernon Farr)
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had the ashes of what once was ther Clubhouse cooled.”
reporied the Tartier, “when the Tahoe Women s Club met
end formed plans for resng money 10 rebuild thes
Clubrooms. deslroyed by the daasterous live * Though by
iate swlumn the OCaLON (O the new sU uClure hed yol 10
b chosen Card parties had Biraady yiaidad § 175 i hahat!
of the progect, Bnd independent 0ONALIONAS Degan 1o Inckle
in. Benetacions s00n inciuded Aotary O Burner Company
of Truches, Mry. Helen Clark Bister. the H. and W.
Prdanthrope¢ Club of Meehs Bay, Onio Rempler and “your
own newspaper

The cor of locsl op was that & building
combining seversl purposes would be the most practical
approach o g Chne lefl homeless by
the Commons fire, and il was 800N COncluded that 8 new
posi olfice and pubiic meeting hall could - and shouid - be
contained under one rool Judge Yernon was delegaied o
supervigs the project. wilh loChl CONLraciol Norman
Mayfield retauned 10 des.gn and consiruct the new lacility.

in order 10 procesd with the building on the 1own's
chosen sile. i was necessary that the project be approved
by the Pucer County Supenor Court Judge, who was

harged with the sd aton ol the C parcel.
mmlmmnm-nwum
proyect. and p was sub ity g d on the

grounds that the inlended uses of Lhe proposed struciure
wecusid berwld all of the Y-

As the snow receded the following spring, Mayfield's
crew of Caip ¥ went d Y 10 work On the new
siructure. Progress was rapd, and on Juna 1, only sight
monthy after the destruction of the lormer tacilities, the
new buliding was compieled. AClual consiruction costs
weig $6.000, with another $1.500 being contnbuted by
community members Most of those on the job turned n
their lime and bills writien off as donalions (a brand of
benevolencs all bul extinct loday).

The new, two-siory facility, buit in the “Tahoe Style.”
sporied & green shungie rool, shake siding on the upper
Hory and a s lary rustic tr of the streel-
level extenor. On the ground loor, the town's new post
offsce was instalied in s spacious new faciilies, while

L] 9 foom with kitchen facikies
couid about 100 p { ]
crowd in Tahoe Caty at thal kme).

LaDwng I | AhOe FarL)
Following the 1937 blaze which destroyed the former

iskesige post Office, mail had been lemporarily distribuled _

from the front of Atherion's grocery store, bul with the
compiation of the new C y Canter, P (2]
isanatie [Janaf) Poevin Wetson 'M-lﬂ her_opecation
#cross the sireet and info the new posial headquarers.
A cetebralion marking the opening of the new facility
wis held on June 26, and 88 reported in the fronl-page
fem in the Tamer, mnﬂnmmmm«nb
take ag ot the newly iding. “From alt
omlh‘llkllhnum. u-dlhl Tottier, =. . w-cruh'
regisier in the clubhouse, see the new bullding brimming
with fiowers donated for the occasion, 10 chil with the
ola . Al day’s end, the
mm!rmnueiummnuol called it 8 good
opening day party.”

The rustic guest register, with its carved cover.
wis 8 verilatds censug of the 1938 community, ncluding
he Lignatures end besl weahes ol nearly every person in
he 8ree & 17 Leng, rorm Grade schoolers Lo grandparents
The regisies Sl sesta, and Can Now b lound in ine Tahoe
Coty Litsrary.

The new Com o> mute Conter was quachly 10 become nol
only 8 lsvored iesting Place in lown, Bul (unike s
prereni-Opy VAl (. * *poiily Of e TCPUD) was

Aboul 1962. ihe Tahos City Publc Unity Destnct
expenencing the same Qrowing pling whch Rad Cavsed
other public entilies 10 seek 17 per Quarniers, had moved
from ther offsces in the Vernon Busidng (in the shade of
iha Tahoe City's Big Tree. near the comer of Grove Street
and Hwy 28) inlo the space vecated when the post offce
mmmnmm Though not ofhCaally

cperEied on L proTiiy: Dese fercal of The
meeting haul wis ot (e 3 ST acale, ranging lrom
$7.50 (bor sNernoun e~ O Nt iy) 10 §15 for evening
rental, Including saed B KNChen. AL puch Lima 88 renials

e Y Dy e Supenor
cmﬂJuogt wmmmmmdn
Commons property, the PUD (which by the early 1560s
still represenied roughly the same boundanes as the

and donelions hed pas o e cosl of the building's
comiruction, d was 10 be dedhCaled 10 pubhc use, wilh
rent lrom the post Sifice and county hbrary paying the
upkeep theresfler

For over & decade following the 1937 Commona firs,
book-minded ciizena had been diected 10 the library at
Tahow Lake School 1o satisfy their reading needs, bul this

d lown) moved into the vacated offices, end
nluonnllonghlmlnluulm many of whom
were recenl arrivals 10 the area, were referming 1o the

struclure as the PUD Buiiding =
In 1976, thes musnomer was perpeluated - and even
find - when. | g the ral of the library 10 3

mmmwmwmmmn

srrang was b 9 gly Y entire s of the C. y Center. By this ime,
23 (he 1own’s readership grew. In 1950, foliowing the death mmmamwmd---u—-
of Julia Bechcoil. her husband Carl Bechdolt, S¢. funded yslems lar afield of Tahos City. and its use of the bullding
and direcled the construction of an addition 10 the  was, Dy virtue of their br honzons.

C y Center Building in her y. 10 house a mmmmdﬂnwmmm
new lown library Formal d of the building came n 1867,

on May 7, 1850 in the insuing decades, the horary's Following a decade of - by the TCPUD.

d |0 grow, until ihey reached a condition

Trusiees of the new lacility Henry
Drosie (stiorney and local reallor), wourn_u. “Red”
Anderson. CW Vernon (unofficial lown pholographer
and co-partner wath hug wile Eihel in the Tahoe Novelly
Shop). and Mrs. George R (Evelyn) Blss and Mrs. A M.
{Marw) Henry of the Tahos Women's Club. Other

ocammmmummh
anyons who 80 much as peered into their bulging stacks

Bul a solulion was in the offing, for yel another new
mu-.mmmmwnmwmmm
y. was 10 be the kbrary's new home. In

of the Board of Dx ] Weller
Atherion, Canl A Bachdolt, S¢ detmmp
Mrs. Jo# Dufise (wile of the local plumber and member of

- -
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mumwwuﬂuuwmwuu
fted in the red of the PUD offices to the
Lighthouse Center and the lormer Elks busiding jon
Fairmay Drive behund the Tahoe City Goif Course) Today.
the Communty Center has ONCe 3gan assumed & Stahus
more in keeping with the onginal mientions of the Clly
- and mothers - who hirst saw to the buiidng of &

Aﬂdd‘ IlTI.Illfllhllldpdl tromC.W
i memory ol hs wale, Ethel Joslin Vernon, the two-story
edifice was compieted and dedicaled

R W awW r -

local cenler which could benefil all the members of the
commumity
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Owe Jatice

8y Carol Van
Courtewy of The North Laks Tahos Historcsl Socwty

Ali towns have Thee dsies wein destiny - mulestones
whah Mark e casssoe from weid IAN3ECADe 10 sethed
Commuruly When The rermenescences about such moments
are handed down 0 JCCReding peneranon) (as Mey
whimbngly arel, their partculars become wcreasengly
mroiabie wgends wdh sach releding. Carvng m wtone &
il were, e wiy we were

in thas, Tahoe City 1w no eacepbon. The high country
tends 10 Seal harshiy with e hardy souls who Dersst in
cailg il home. and as & reswll, many of Tahoe City s
magsC moments - 48 recalled Dy those who bved them
=Nave possrssed sdementy of herosC narralive For Tahos
Gty is ;mdeed 8 communily unique i il hstory of
Geprivabons, peopled with larger-than-lide characiers
whoss b very 8nd paruslence hawe tnumphed over the
hardshag and (SOlaon 10 be found here

The mactsnsbons of Mother Nature hive hQured n
many of the Iown s Memones, Necesslabing sctvibes and
the Normal req of iming. And
unce QROgraphy has isolated Tahoe City's population
from the “outsste worid,” its have tended toward
an nordenate Giaregard 1o what thery Consider the supes-

torwn § history shill more vaned hue.

No mngle event separates Tahoe City's hustory inlo lwo
eanly disCerniDie eras. But a3 World War | engded, the
fecessary slements wers in place lor & penod ol change
And growth such as the town had not seen belore. The set
of circumsiances which in the sarty years ol the century
had hindersd development of the region now Combined 10
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Tahoe City’

s Milestones

This 1938 view shows the resutls of an P
day. CW. ¥ermon pholo courlesy of Lillisn Vermon

business in the mid-1§30s, and the Inns indomilable
Oowner, Carl A. Bechdoit, 5. losl no bme in reconstructing
the building - with a lew changes. Carpenters worked
around the clock on the new hoslelry, and when the 1934
summer season arrived, & new Tahoe inn was ready 10
greet the Crowds of vacabonsts who sagerly ascended on
the commursty as the snows receded

A thurd blaze - and one which would initiste the most
sweeping Changes on the Tahoe City landscape - brought
devaslaton 10 & number of buwidings on the Tahoe
Commona. (8 13 pcre parcel of land deeded 10 the people
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construction of & new Commundy Canter busiting. Thas
sireCture. wheth 10 the Neal Quarter Cenhury housed the
town § post oMice. wis Ihe lrst of seversl Cvet Dusldings
which now occupy Ihe Commons parcel B3 CoOmpiation
ushered in an era in whech Tahos City. though sl an
wnncorporaled ared Decame 8 commundy i The trus
sanse of the word & GFrowD of AeQhDOrS woriung Icward
common goals When warlime CONditions 'orced & siow-
down of the local economy, Ccould be

that bme would reverss the irend and bnng 8 sl more
WgOous resurgence Of prospenty 10 I Comamaly
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owner. Carl A Bechdoi, Be . lost no lime in reconstructing
ihe buiding - with & few changes Caipeniery worked
around the Clock on the mew hosielry, and when the 1934
Summer §0as0N Armived, & new Tahos Inn was ready 1o
greel the Crowds ol vacatonisls who eagesly ascanded on
the communily as the snows receded

A third blage » and ong which would inilisle the mosi
bweeping Changes on the Tahoe Cily landscspe - brought
devestation 10 & number of bulidings on the Tahoe
Commons. (8 13 acre parcel of land desded 10 1he people
of Tahoe City by & Congressonal Act of 1887). Though

Intigy broughl by Waler Bickiord in 1019 1o quist

The original Tahoe inn bullding, wilth s

€ y litle had resulted in cleariy-worded restrictions |

verandas and porches, was the most impressive st

on the block in 1915, when Eithel Joslin Vernon snapped
this pholo. Beyond the Inn is the dancehall bullding,
which downslairns housed the Vernon's novelly shop as
weil 83 the olfices of Sierra Power Company. E.J. Vernon
photo courtesy of Lilllan Vernon Farr,

draw veailors (and p ! ) in unprec.
numbers The return of the doughboys from foreign
shores signalied a national irend toward iravel, and thisin
turn promesed boom times lor the Swaira region Ad
ditionally. the threal of influenza. which only a lew years
befors had laken countiess lives and discouraged those
ventuning into new lermlory. had now subsided. The
gradual cessation of this health menace and the increased
mobility atforded by the growing use of sulomobies were
naw joining 10 help open up new honzons 1o the traveling
pubic

improved roads linking Tahoe City with ihe Lake's nartn
and wes! shores had been completed just al the outbreak
al the war, and al the dusty junction of these thoiough-
lares, there began to grow the seeds ol an eatablished
community - irst the essential services, and then, lenla-
lively, @ diversity of commercial ventures. By the late
19208, local businesses included a garage and hiling
stabon_ several iodging houses and esting establishments,
two markets (no! Sateway and Luckys. you may be sure), 2
cancehall, several saloons and & d y of films,
cunos and lishing lackle.

Growth during the Depression years was slow and
sporadic with most h ] gluckyto n
operstion However. in Lhe last decade priof to the oul-
break of the Second World War, the lown underwent a
senes of 1sce Iifts, inspired chiefly Dy necesuly. When a
1932 fire destroyed he horse and carnage barns at the
comer of Highway 28 and Grove Streel (where once the
stock and eg t of & lvery b and stage hine
had been stored), the era of aquesirian transportation was
al bul over. Horseless carriages had long since become
the rube, 8nd the naw stables (now a purely recreabonal
concession) would be relocated ouiside of the lown
proper

Two years later, the original Tahoe inn (by then aiready
four decades oid) would sufler ihe same incendiary fala.
H A for guests was a booming
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Againet p encroachmenis on the properly. 8 number
of commercisl operations had continued 10 occupy Il
albeil iliegally And 80 when dawn broke on an Dclober
morning in 1937, revealing the Tahoe City Mercantile,
Wentworth's marke! (which at that lime housed the lown s
posl office) and the averwater Cedar Log Bar in aahes, lew
of the lownspeopie were much surprised

This third fNire sventuaily had the greates! impact of the
three, lof il resulted not only in the development of the
Commaons lakelron! as & recrealional beach, but in the
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town 8 post oflice. wad Ihe furpl Of power &l cowe Samidegs
which now DLy (e (aomerne parusl Fis Lol
usherod in gn grp in which Tahow Caty. Waugh o088 &
UNINCOr Dol aled area. Lethme § communily W e Ve
sense of the wird 8 Group of Mgy eurbing iaetd
Common Goals WhHen wrlime Longiiny furted ¢ sre
down of ihe lut i etonniy EsleTs LW be Lirhen
that! Lime would reverse the trend and birg & oL Sre
VIQOY Gus 1TEBuIQENLE Of DrOSperity LG the LOmmerisy
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Over Tahoe Here

By Carol Van Etten
Courteay of The North Lake Tahoa Historical Sociaty

High on the hill which serves as a sort
of back fence for Tahoe City, 500 leat
abovethe townsite, stands a whitecross
which, for nearly three quariers of a
century, has marked the resting place of
one of the town's oarllest plonecers,
Willlam Boyle Is the name of the man so
honored = an individual of diverse
Interests and skills who found his way to
the high Sierra settlement prior to the
turn of the century.

Approaching old age by the time of his
arrival, Boyle had already lived a full life
elsewhere. Ho talked littlo of his past, but
the other inhabitants of the community
detected a definite scholarly bent in this
refugee from the deep South. Not that
Boyle flaunted his education, whatever
it had been. The Georgla cracker's fa-
vored pursuits were fishing or (f the
finny tribes waxed bashful) boat build-
ing. In both he was expert, and the fema
of these talents spread as quickly as hla
popularity.

Commercial lishing was In l1a heyday
when Boyle arrived Intown, and fro:n his
residence, a shack on the northagst
bank of the Lake Outlel (near whers the
Tahoe Marina Lodge tennis courts are
now located), he had easy access to the
lishing grounds. Boyla's hand-made
boats were of the finest quality, sug-
gesting some formal training in the craft
somewhere in the gentleman’s myster-
lous past,

Boyle had a great love of children, and
when not fishing or bullding boats, he
often baked goodies for thelocal kiddies.
His specialty was doughnuts, and news
of .a fresh batch travelled fast, luring
hungry half-pints from all over town.

Though Boyle's reputation for hon-
esty, generosity and friendliness was
universal among his Tahoe City friends,
like many other locals who braved the
long local winters, he was known to
imbibe to excess on occasion. Onesuch
bout, at William Campbell's Custom
House saloon, proved to be his last. In
the course of downing anImproprietous
number of drinks, Boyle had admitted to
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Bill Boyle’s Cross

his irlends In attendance his need of a
halrcut, His capacily exceeded, Boyle
eventually passed out, whereupon the
fun-loving confederates accommodated
him by shaving his hoad, When he woko
up and confronted the bald-pated visage
In the mirror, Boyle swore off drinking
for good,

In his final years, the likeable soulh-
erner developed stomach cancer, and
his painful decline was a cause of great
sadness In the community, When Boyle
passod away Inthefirst days of February,
1912, his friends declded to honor his
wish to be buried on the hlll above the
Outlet, where he could “watch the fish
come In In the spring.” (The Outlet Dam
was not yet completed, and the pis-
catorial population was still freeto come
and go at will).

On the morning of February 4, 1912, a
qroup of Boyle's friends galhered at
¥dtllam Pomin(e)'s Tahoe House to for-
tily themselves for the irip up the
r.ountain. Loading Boyle's mortal re-
mains on a toboggan, they began their
sccent, towing their burden over tha ice-
encrusted drifts. Half a century later,
Tahoe City resident Ernest H. Pomin(e),
a member of the party, recalled the
expeditioninatapedinterview. Pomin(e).
ateslotaler, described his growing fear,
asthedillicultclimb proceeded, thatthe
liberal pulls which most members of the
party were taking on ajug brought along
to ward off chill would prevent their
achieving their destination, Part way up,
on one of many rest stops, the thoughtful
“Ernle" pltched the bottle into the
bushes, when the others weren'tlooking,
thus Insuring the completion of the
mission.

The burial was accomplished as per
Boyle's wishes, putting him to rest on
the site overlooking the adopted town he
had come to love. Constable Robert
Montgomery Watson later built {(and for
many years after continued to maintain)
the 12 foot cedar cross which today
marks Boyle’s grave — a Tahoe City
landmark memorlializing one of the
town's earllest and best-loved ploneers.
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Couartesy of The North Lake Tehos Hastorical Socwty

The Lake Tahoe Skii Ciub, now neanng the end of ila
sixth decade ol exisience, is Tahoe City's oidesl or-
ganization. Though many indivnduals contributed to the
club's growth and development Lhe promotional effors of
ona man led lo formalion of the club, which suisled on
paper belore those who were 10 Decome ils members ever
heard of it

In 1926, the Bliss family, builders of the Tahoe Tavern,
sold their magnificent hostelry 10 inlerests which aiso
controlied Southern Pacific Railrcad. When the Tavern
changed hands. Jack Mathews (who had been head chel
dunng the Bliss regime) was promoted 1o the position of

+ Manager. Il was Mathews' idea 10 re-open the Tavemn
about December 1 lor a winter season of several months,
lalung advantage of the 5Fs conversion lo siancard-
gauge lrack on the ling between Truckes and Tanoe City
1o bring passengers direclly 10 the Tavern's S0of withoul
changing traing.

Wintertide enlertainment provided by Mathaws inc.osd
skating, & loboggan shoe and worlg-Class sAi jump
exhibilions slaged on & champsonship “rajeciony™ con-
structed under the direction of Lars Haugen. a Norwegian
who at thal time heid the world ski jumping Lite. The
Tavern's winter sports facililes were located about hall a
mile wes! ol the holel proper, quaintly accessibis Dy
horse-drawn sleigh.

Mathews' second-season scheme mel with only kmited
success, owing 1o the difficulty ol keeping the lrain racks
cleared and o the competilion lor saies ol lood and
accommodabions offered by Lhe traing themsehes. But
Mathaws' ingenuily would nol be denied. In the lall of
1929, the enterprising manager called a meeling of local
1ownspeople 10 make two announcements. He deliversd
the bad news lirst: the Tavern was gvng up its winter
season. This came as no greal surpnse to Tahoe City's
year-round residents. The idea of opening in tha winter
had had its share of skeptics from the start

Mathews’ good news Came 83 more ol a shock: the Lake
Tahoe Skii Club had been awarded Ihe site of the USSA
- Championships for the 1832 Olympics. The Tavern's
-lnuupomhcmu-lhld & onounced excellent by

Ebhpeéta In exnibition

contests staged there in the resort’s first years of winler
operation. But a Ski Club? Mathews explained that
secunng the Natonal Championships had been con-
tingent on sponsorship by & winter $ports club, and that a
group of businessmen connecied with the Tavern had

The Lake Tahoe Skii Club

Part |

rr.ﬂ.-o-rgnrum 8 pro lorma b, od elecied offers. The
sutolss Of the venlure lay with NG 1OWwNADEOple — Ol
they want (0 help?

“The day after the meeling with Mathews ~ Tahoe Cay
pionesr C'W. Vernon lsier recalied, “the iocal residents
mel 10 lorm thew own Lake Tahoe Sk Club”™ (The
Scandinavian spalling “Skil” was reli.ned on he 80nce of
Mathews. who explained that it len! a grander v Lo the
namae). Otficers of the new organiZation were Norman
MayTield (Pres ). A.H. Walson (181 V.P.). Al Richargson
(2nd ¥V P.). Weller Atherion (Treas ). AM Anderson
(Secty ) and AM. Henry (Chiel of the Hill). Members of the
Board included Carl Bechdoil, 5., Ed Lathe, Ernesl Pomun
ol idiewild. Gene Rogers and C.W. Vernon. The Vernons
would take care of publicily and Berl Cassidy. publasner of
the Auburn Journal and later a siate Senator, was 1o
handie the club’s linances. Wendell Robie, guidng hight of
the Auburn Ski Club (lormed the year belore), was siso on
hand 1o assist the club in s early orgamzabonal meetings

An initial warm-up fournament was slated 1of Washing-
ion's birthday weehend, 1931, and Soulhern Pacific
scheduled daily special tramns to bring spectalors 1o the
event. This inaugural conles! was dominaled by jumpers
from the Auburn Ski Club, for the local boys who would
DeCCme the regning Champions in years 10 COMme were
wtill 100 young 10 compete

The success of the Skii Club’s firsl lournament game
ercoursged those whose elfons had contnbuled 1o ds
slaging. and preparations lof the Nat:.onal Championsh.ps.
only & year awsy, began in earnest. Early in 1932 the
ociginal Ttrageclory” was remodelied — again under the
drection of Lars Haugen. The takeo!! was moved larther
up the hill, and the landing apron was exiencad 1o
accommodate jumps over 200 leel

All seemed in readiness lor the momentous compelilon,
scheduled for Feburary 26-29. A seres slorms which
swept through the Sierras a week pnor 10 the opening of
the Champwonships thraalaned 1o cancel the evenl. bul
feverish efions Lo clear the tracks for the arnval of special
SP trains and 10 resiore tha jJump hill Lo proper compelitve
condilion won the day, and the much-heralded “Nabonals™
began, with unprecedented winter crowds in altandance.

It was a great day for Tahoe City and the Lake Tahoe Ski
Ciub. Governor Rolph was on hand 10 crown popular
actress Anita Page the lirst of many Snow Queend, and the
presence of Or. R.S. Elmer of Vermonl. President of the
Uniled States Ski AssoCiation, lenlan offiCial dignily 10 the
evenl The Lake Tahoe Skii Club had siaged the first US.
National Ski Championships west of the Rockies, but the

vDesLwds yel 10 COMEe T Club dud A0 rest on its LS., | |

MMMMWM«M':M.“'Q
reckohed with in the years which loliowed., _
champion athietes in all events and classes. . = © = =%

{mtmhmmﬂmnmm
of the history of the Lake Tshoe Skil Club (1o date).]
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Owr Jatrce Here

By Cesol Van Citan
Couutiasy of The North Lake Tahoe Hostorical Society

The Lake Tahoe Skii Club
Part 11

When we luned out las! week, the Lake Tahoe Skil Ciub
had just compleled the successiu] stsging of the lkst U S,
National Ski Championships wesl of the Rockies st
Otympic Hul on the Tanoe Tavern Winter Sports Grounds,
Those involved had hoped that Lheir world-class jump hdl
would halp assurse their sefection as the site for the 1832
Winter Olympice, and though they lost that bid 10 Lake
Placid, New York, tha Nauonal Championships at Olympic
Hill in February of that year had proved the potential of
both the Tahoe City facilities and the Lake Tahoe Skil
Club,

Building on tha success of Ihe Nationals, the club had
soon scheduled a second meet for March 4, 1833 This
one-day aveni drew competitors lrom six California ski
clubs, Including Auburn, Yosemite and distant Big Bear.
The class “A” jJumping event was once again dominated by
the Auburn Ski Club, whose membaers Roy Mikkeison and
Rolf Wigaard took lirst and second places, respeclively,
But the Tahos City contingent had begun to prove ltseif in
the srenis open (0 the younger age groups. Fulure Tahoe
City Fire Chiaf Al Henry (at that time known as “Junios”)
100k first piace In the boys 2'4 mile ¢ross country race
this tournament, and Carl Bechdoll, Jr, won the Class “0r
jumping event. First prize In the womaen's 2% mule norgic
race went Lo June Y/est, a Tahoe City girl {ollowing In tha
skl tracks of Marie Henry (“Junior's® mother), who had the
distinction of being the first Women's State Champion in
1931,

In 1934, the Lake Tahoe Skii Club again hosted the State
Championships - bigger and better than ever for this fourth
annual evenl. Snow sports were not the only altraction on
the bill. A Queen Conlest, sponsored by the Sacramenlo
Bee, drew 20 compelitors, among them Kathieen Starratt
Andarson of Tahoe City. C.W. Vernon, who with his wife
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Einel Joslin Vernon, provided news Corsiage lof 114 Sas
Ciub, later recaled 1he olaborate lengths 1O which the Lhb
went 10 #nhance Migs Andgersoms chances fof seleciion s
Quaen: “We made 8 fioal decorated with @ smeil belsam
iree and othes greenery,” he remembered. “On the frond oA
the Nosl was & simylsted snowbad made of Chacken wire
coveted with Cotton, large endugh for Kathieen (0 kneei in.
Thae float was pulled by two sled-dogs beiong:ng Lo Harry
Johanson. Whan Lhe signal for our eniry cama, Hadry 67cwe
the dogs Lowing INe 11081 Out ONN0 Ihe B LOTug Hoor, and
Kathleen stood up 10 the surprise of ine 4,000 speciators,
who then applauded briskly. Maybe Ina fioal helped. bud §
like 10 think il was Kathleen's besuty which heiped ner 1o
win over 20 other allractive contestants.”

As the competitors’ general skl level improved, Ine
nordic evenlts were gradualiy lengthened. For Ine 1934
tournament, the men’s Cross Couniry race was len mes,
while the women’s was extended o live mifes. In sddition
10 being chosen as Queen of the Snow Festival thal yesr,
Kathleen Starratt Anderson won this (atier event, demon-
siraling an athletic ability to maich her good lcoks. Carl
Bechdolt, Sr. (who thres years later became the youngest
person in the U.S, 10 be elected President of a ski ¢lub)
repaated his 1833 win in the Class “D" jumping, with
saveral other local boys finishing close behind.

Tha athletic competition was branching out esch yesr,
resuiting in the inclusion of new events, In addition 1o the
Jumping events, the 1934 tournament included a sialom
race (which a newspaper account of the evenlreported “is
paining popularity with ski sport fans.”).

The Lake Tahos Skii Club's activities during this penod
wara nol limited to tournaments and competilion, An age-
yellowed clipping from the Reno Gazette dated Jan, 31,
1934 recounts a typical Sunday club outing 10 Paige
Meadows (west of the Tavern Sports Grounds) Involving
0 skiers. The party (whichincluded guestsfrom the Reno
Ski Club) carried their lunches on the 12 mile excursion,
and following a midday repast on the Upper Paige
Meadow, they tested their downhill skills on the stesp
ridges slong the return route.

The number of competlors continued 10 increase, and
87 participants were entered in the 1938 State Champson-
ships, again heid on the Tavern Winter Sports Grounds.
While the Lake Tahoe Skii Club was withoul s competitive
Class "A” jumper, Walt Mandewlie of Kings Beach jook a
close second behind Wayne Poulsen, who (though a
member of the Lake Tahoe club) at that bme represenied |
the Auburn Ski Club in the Class “B” event. Dual club
atliliations proved detrimental to LTSC point totals once
again when Sig Ulland, who had joined the Shasta
Snowmen, was noted s a guest of the LTSC. His score
consequantly did nol benafil asther team. -
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%&f/ay& Continued from Page 6

Local boys continued to take honors In jumping
competition through the late 1930s, both on the home
trajectory and in tournaments at Cisco, Portola and Mt.
Shasta. Among Lake Tahoe Skii Club jumpers prior to
1940 not already mentioned were Bill Bechdolt, Dick and
Howard Carnell, Donald Cowell, Chuck and Ollie Hen-
rikson, Howard Pyle, Doug Smith, Jack Starratt, Pete
Vanni and Henry and Jimmie Worden,

The dacision of the Tahoe Tavern management to
discontinue winter operation and the collapse of the
warming hut on the Tavern Grounds in 1936 contributed
to the redevelopment of a jump hill closer to Tahoe City's
residential area. The sloping parcel of land across the road
from what is now the Fairway Community Centerin Tahoe
City had served the town's youngsters as a practice hill
since ski jumping was introduced to the area nearly a
decade before. In 1937, the club relocated its activities to
this site. But though its proximity to the community was
ideal, the site’s southern exposure frequently resulted in
unfavorable snow conditions, and the club subsequently
returned to Olymplc Hill.

Lake Tahoe Skii Club was in a state of transition. The

.ranks of the town's jumpaers were being depleted as the

boys headed off to college or began careers which limited
their available practice time. But perhaps the greatest
single factor temporarily retarding the continued develop-
ment of the club was the global conflict looming on the
horizon. The course of world events would soon put an
end to ski sports competition between the clubs of the
western Sierra, severely curtailing their activities for the
duration.

A future column will concern itself with the development
of the Lake Tahoe Skii Club after World War |l when a new
generation of jumping and racing competitors would aid
in its revitalization and growth.
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CTS > Carnelian Bay > Post office
'Carol Van Etten Collection
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[he Old P.O.

Carnalian Bay's own Original Oid Post Otlice Coflee
Shop has a history which its name only begins 1o suggest,
The building In which it is housed has endured well pasi
the hall-century mark, serving as a focal point of the
communily aimost since its inception in the mid-1930s
The property on which “the Oid P.O." sits was originally
pari of amuch larger holding acquired in 1896 by the three
Flick brothers, Willlam, Joseph and Nick, for whom the
bay's northern point is named. The Flick property had
earlier belonged to one Dr. Bourne, a semi-reclusive type
who had operated an unaccredited Health Sanatoria
nearby inthe 1870s. At the lime of acquisition by the three
brothers, the property still included several commarcial
structures, which the trio had a hand in operating
However, their abidina love was [ishing, and 10 this they
devoled most of their lime. selling some of their catch for

use on the labies of line San Francisco restaurants.

The paceof ile in Carnelian Bay in the early years of the
century was lethargic. On summer days, the pebbled
shore between the Flick's roadside oulpost and the
Carnelian Bay Hotel (later the home of The While House
Restaurant and today the site of the Carnelian House) was
occasionally the destination of vacationists who came by
wagon or horseback in search ol the bright gemsiones for
which the bay was named.

By the mid-1830s, the two surviving Flick brothers, then
in their 80s, were ready (o callit quits, In the spring of 1335,
Lloyd C. Shank purchased their commaercial holdings and
immediately set about the development of & mora am-
pitious venlure. The June 2B issue of the Tahoe Taitier
noled improvemenis made and planned by Shank: “The
makeshifl P.O. of a week 8go has a new selling. and the
Bay is now boasting a neatly stocked store, delicalessan
and iced drink counter, managed by son L.C.. Jr. Docking,
marine and service station improvements are aisQ on the
Shank schedule.”

The next several years saw further expansion of Lthe
“resor.” including the construction ol six rental coltages

Page 12
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" onthe lakeshore opposile the store. During the summer of

1938, Marysville contractors Heimstreet and Bell, under
contract to the State Highway Department (o resurlace the
road between Tahoe City and Brockway, had set up camp
for 100 men at the bay, supplying local proprietors with a
readymade clientele. But gambling losses and other
improprieties of the younger Shank were the undoing of
the lamily’s operation there, and about 1938, the property
was leased 10 Carl "Pappy” Zinsmeister.

The Zinsmeister family operated the business success-
fully lor about lour years, enjoying the same steady
growth which characlerized the north shore economy
Juring this period. The route of Highway 28 through the
biy had by this time been moved, elevated and paved.
Prior 1o this upgrading, most visitors to the bay had arrived
tyy way of the steamer, which circled the lake daily in
summar, Now improved overland access was bringing
privata aulo trafhic 10 the area, and commercial ventures
ware on (he upswing.

Among this new generation of summer visitors were Ray
and Marge Fellows, who had first come to the Lake in 1833.
Several subsequent visits convinced the Fellows that they
wanted to make Tahoe their permanent home, and when
Continued on Page 14
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Carl Zinsmeister was proprietor of the Carnelian Bay Store when this pholo was snapped in the late 1930s. Ten years
Ilater, owners Ray and Marge Fellows would double the square footage with a sizable addition to the left side of the
storeiront. The resulling structure is loday known as the Original Oid Posi Office Coliee Shop. (Pholo courfesy of
Mra. Conrad J. Herlich)
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Cuurtesy of The North Lake Tahos Historical Boclety

Tahoe

In this day when prolsssional treaiment
of aimoal any medical problem is no more
than 30 miles from the moat remolta residant
of the Tahoe-Truckes area, we land o lake
such services lor granted, Howaever, less
than (w0 generations ago, those seeking
madical attention wete able 10 obtasin il
only at the expense of great effort.

A local residen! who remembers the
problem vividly is Ted Barrett, a retired
union business agent who arrived in Lhe
Truckes-Tanos area with his new bride
shortly after World War Il Barrett's civie
teanings s00n had him Involved in several
local projects, one ol which = the con-
struction of our first local hospital = would
benetit the entire community lor all sug-
ceeding gensrations.

Prior to the Second War War, the sparse
yoar-round population In the Truckee-
North Tahos area had slways sccepted the
lack of a local medical care lacility asan
inevitable deprivation of their isolated .
existence. But the populalion was growing,
andseveral local accidents which occurred
shortly after Barrett's arrival provided the
Impelus necessary to establish a local
haspital. In ona of these, a memberof a
construction crew working on Donner
Summit was cperating & jackhammar whan
tha tool struck some dynamite. The result-
ing explosion lsft one of the workman's
legs hanging by a few shreds of flesh and
fabric, and for the two hours It took for an
ambulance to arrive from Sacramento of
Navada City, he cried out for someone to
put him out of his misery.

Shortly thereafier, another medical emer-
gency underscored the need for & local
hospital. This time the victim was Billy
Martin, nephaw of Tahoe Vista contracior
A.E. Sorenson, Martin was working for his
uncle and had been sent to check a hot
water heater which had gone outina Kings
Beach basement. The problem proved 10
bea butane leak, and when Martin struck a
match to discover the source of the prob-
lem, the resuiting explosion severely
burned his ears, tace, hands and legs.
Quick-thinking bystanders extinguished
the flamas by sinking the man In & nearby
pile of sand. bul a doctor's services were
unquestionably required, and the injured
man was loaded Into a private car for the

*irigr (o 'madical help.| An sgonizing *ride «
brought the imprompiu ambulance to
Carson City, where amotel on the outskirts
ol town provided beds lor the non-conta-
glous sick or injured (on the condition they
brought thelr own attendants). Here, the
town's only doctor, who had been warned

The Founding of
Forest Hospital

of the impanding arrival of the burn victim, gave the injured man ashotio
relleve the pain. Bul no other madical (acilities were available there, and
the physician recommended conlinuing on 10 Rano for trealment of the
burna. Al that tima, the brick bullding which ls now only & small part of tha
Washoe Med physical plant comprised the entire hospilal, snd the faciiity
did not welcome patients Irom out of siale, though owing 10 the urgency
of treating this burn victim, (who miraculously survived his ordeal), thay
grudgingty took his case,

As a reault of thesa and several olher lesser Incidents which 1ook place
during the early post-war years, Ihe nead for a local hospital was firmly
established In the minds of area residents, and In 1949, a group of
concerned citizens 100k Il upon themselves 1o Initiate the process by
which a hospital Is bulll,

Early onthegroup's agenda was atrip lo Nevada City 10 secure county
approval to form a district lor the purpose of levying taxes for hospital
construction costs. Approval was glven, and the county supervisors
appointed live area residents to serve on a provisional board of directors.
These men were! Truckee merchant Charles R. Heller (named president
of tha board), Reymond A, Scott (of the Truckes B ol A), F.B. Sederberg (a
contractor irom Tahoe Pines), James A. Sherritt (of Donner Summit), and
Ted Barrelt (named Secretary of the group). George C. Sellon, 8

Sacramaento architect, was retained to
design the project.
Cruclal tc¢ the success of the hospilal

conslruciion elort was the acquisition ol
state and e era! funds. To this end Heller,
Barrattand Sel'onhad to make atripto San
Francisco 10 presant thelr case 1o the state
board charged with granting suchfunding.
Government advisors recommended that
the group's presentation be confined to the
establishment of local need only, as Board
policy conskdered such problems as ski
and highway Injurles to be outside the
reaim of legitimate local need,

On arriving at the San Francisco head-
quariers of the Board, the trio discovered
that Chambarlin, their legal counsel, would
not be representing them belore tha board,
Since President Charlie Heller declined to
speak In the attorney’s stead, Secretary
Ted Barrett agreed, somewhat reluctantly,
to make the presentation. Barrett recounted
for the Board the two Incldents described
earlier, which he feit to be good examples
of the urgency of obtaining a medical
facllity in eastern Nevada County. Interro-
gation by the board brought out the fact
that a new hospital was already under
construction In Loyalton, But Barrett ex-
plainad thatthough the map showed Loyal-
ton to be only a little over 80 miles north of
;l;r.u-clcu. $now Could be expecied to close

conpeciing highway, (89 north), fer.
much as slx months each 1“3?3 l"lloc:s-.I
sitating a detour which nearly tripled the

Conlinued on Page 18
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distance. As Highway 20 (the Grass Valley-Nevada City
artery] was also frequently tlosed by snow, Sacramento or
Reno actually represented the closest available medical
care during the winter months.

His Impromptu remarks over, Barrett took his seat once
again, thoroughly discouraged about what he feit had been
a very inapt presentation. He regretfully conceded 10 Haller
and Sellon that the hospital effort was to end in fallure,
Howsver, he had grossly misjudged his own persuasive
skills «congratulations were in order. Barrett's knowledge
of the problem and his enthusiasm for the hospital project
had won a positive response from the board, and about
four days later, formal notice of thelr approval of matching
lunds was recelved. As a result of this ruling, the state and
federal governments would each contribute $150,000 to
the project, matching the amount ralsed by the district’s
bond and thus providing the necessary funding to proceed
with construclion,

Bellon's original plans called for a 10-room, 10-bed
tacllity, but lurther study revealed that by Incressing the
room slze two feet In each direction another bed could be
put in sach room, doubling the hospital's capacity. The
planning continued in sarnest. Dr, Nelson, a new physiclan
in town, served as an advisor to the architect, and Barretlt's
wile, a registered nurse, gave vaiuable input regarding the
needs of the nursing stafl,

Selection of a building site was simplified by a donation
ol land by Truckee resident Dick Joseph in the name of his
son Levon, who had been killed in the Second World War,
The donated parcal enjoyed good access to the main
highway, and yet was not adversely aflected by its noise,
baing sheltered by thick timbar. Atter a thoughtiul study of
the acreage, Barrett concluded that a large granite out-

.

cropping on the west end of the property would make an
oxcallent landmark around which Lo place a circuiar entry
drive, and 30 the orientation of the new building on Lhe
parcel was decided. Nevada County subsequently agresd
lo bulld two roads - one jn front and one in back of the
facility and constructlon began, contracted by the firm of
John C. Shreck and Ron

The hospital opened lor business April 14, 1852, and
proved the necessity of its construction. For much of the
calendar year, snow and Icy roads made surlace-level
access 1o the hospital difficult, and Board member Jm
Sherritt was soon urging the construction of a heliport.
Funds for the project were not available, but community
splirit prevailed, and local Individuals and firms saw to the
various phases of the project on a donation basis, "Buck”
Pievel, superintendent for Ralph Larsen and Son of San
Francisco, cut down and removed the trees (the hospital
site was heavily wooded) and the Tahoe-Truckee Disposal
Service removed the debris. Teichert Construction furn-
Ished gravel for the basa of the pad and runway, which was
subsequently paved by Savage and Son. The Forest
Service provided a windvane lor the facility, and the
finishing touches waere 15 galions of paint, purchased by
Ted Barreitfor $3 at an Army Surplus store in Sacramento.
{The costof the paint proved lo be the total cash outlay for
{ns heliport,)

The hospital continuedto grow, and by the mid 1950s the
siaff included doctors Brodie, King, Nelson and Peer. In
1007, a first adaition was completed, and In 1978, a new
smergency wing was dedicaled. An Intensive care unit
(converted from the original ER)was operational{nd pun
intended) as of 1970.

Today, the Tahoe Forest Hospital has surpassed any-

thing its founders could have imagined. Thirty-one doctors
rantinnad nn Dana 10
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* serve on i1s sctive staff and eight more are associate
physicians. The 28-bed skilled nursing facllity, newinJuns
of 1986, has brought the hospital's acute care capacity to
42 bads, (this unit alona more than doubling the siza of the
original hospital facility). Ground-breaking for new surgery
and Intensive care units Is planned for this coming spring.
Though the Tahoe Forest Hospital may never be able to
offer the specialized services avallable in the Big City, it
fulfills the purposs of any community hospital: to provide
madical attention to those who require it, and in doing so
fulfills the dream of a generation of citizens who had the

Page 19

jpe-dedication and perseverance 10 see it through fo reakty. !
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The fitst engine Lo be used on the line ~ Teporied the July 13 issue of the Aepud-

The role of the Tahoe Tavern in Tahoe
City’s history i3 so basic that a discussion
ol the town's development Is incomplele
without mention of it. To its patrons, the
Tavern wasa grand hotel — tha showplace
ol Tahos. Yel 10 the community which was
its neighbor, the Tavern was also a force
which provided recreational and social
opportunities, trained Its leaders and in-
spired a sonse of saif,

By the 18903, the decline of the Basin’s
lumber industry was closing Glenbrook's
mills, and a mass relocation of the once-
bustling east shore community began. With
the waning of the local lumber industry,
Basin slopes had been almost totally
denuded of timber Howaever, tha Bliss
family, whose extensive interests had
dominated the Glenbrook (and the Basin)
economy, had wisely spared the magificent
stand of trees around the Lake Qutlet at
Tahoae City, and it was 1o this location that
they began to move ihe structures and
materials which would ba the basis of their
naw operations.

This new endeavor would be in the realm
of tourism. The Bliss family's plans called
for the construction of a hotel torival any in
the country, but preparations necessary o
the success of such a grand undertaking
would require the establishment of several
key services previously unknown in Tahoe
City. Most basic of these was acomfortable
and dependable system ol transportation.
Prior to 1900, a jostling 15-mile stagecoach
ride from Truckee was the last leg of a trip
to Tahoe - a certain impediment 1o visitor
travel. During the summer of 1898, architect
William Seth Bliss (no relation to his em-
ployers) was hired by the newly-formed
Lake Tahoe Railway and Transporiation
Company, a Bliss-owned venture. Bliss
was hired tocomplete asurvey of the River
canyon, precedent to construction of a
railroad which would connect Tahoe with
Central Pacific’s standard gauge line at
Truckee. Development of this system
wouki make the trip to the Lake possible
for all but the acutely infirm - a necessityin *
assuring the volume of business called for
by the ambitious plans.

v . By thefaltol 1898; 711 the rolling stocktior ™ »FAIroad’s boneki-40 -the COMMUNILY "WaS = = s=rs w1

the new railroad had been barged over to
Tahoe City Irom abandoned lines in Glen-
brook and Bijou. The laying of track on the
new 15-mile roadbed continued through
the summer of 1899, and in the spring of

1900, the linre wa2e pul nta tentative .

operation.

was tha little locomotive “Tahoe” (now re-
designated No. 1), and during the first
season of operation, & number of fatcars
saw double duty as freight and passenger
conveyances. With the new rail system in
place, sightseers could travel ali the way to
the lakeshore by rail. Bul of more imme-
diste importance lo the company, the
materials necessary for implementing the
second phase of their grandiose plans
could ba efficiently transporied 1o the site
of operations.

The pages of the Truckee Republican
(later Siesra Sun) for 1801 are valuable
sources of information regarding the pro-
gress of the Elax family’s plans that year.
An April Issve reports that D.L. Bliss,
manager of the ne~w rall fine, had run the
first train 10r tne s2zs~a into Truckee from

. Tahoe City. Tt-s (" mLa trip look several

days, owing 15 sfight repairs enroute and
the diversion of snow walers from the
track. Howwver, the road was reported In_

= gxcellent condition, and reguiar trips were

scheduled 10 begin after May 15.

Toward the end of May, a new boxcar
(the first) was added Lo the LTRT Co.
rolling stock. and on June 15, a new
observation coach was added o the two
existing passenger coaches. The train left
Truckes at 8 am. daily returning lo
Truckee at 5:20 p.m. afier the passengers
made a trip around the Lake on the sleamer
TAHOE. (Tha steamar mat the train at a
trestle pier 1/8 mile in length. The train
would back onto this lrestie for the dis-
charge of passangers, who had to take
only a few steps across the pler 10 board
the boat.

During tha 1901 season, the LTRT Co.
was busy relocating their Glenbrook ma-
chine shops to the Tahoe City lakefront.
Barges were again the means of transpor-
tation, roads around the Lake being totally
inadequate to the portage of structures. At
the time of thair relocation, the buildings’
encroachment on the Tahoe Commons
was considered a necessary evil, for the

critically important to its future. By mig-
July, all wasin readiness for the announce-
ment of the company's grand new under-
taking. “D.L. Bliss was here yestercay,”

‘Resons / Hotel > Tahoe Tavern
Carol Van Etten Collection

lican, “and want 0uUt 10 Hobart Mills 1oday.
Ha is going 1o build 8 hotel at Tahoe City ht
Is sald its construction will cost $150,000,
which means a fine hotel.” Time was of the
essence, The bureacratic struggle which
would block a similar undertaking loday
was no such Impediment o the Bliss
Company’s progress, and by late Septem-
ber, construction of the new hotel was wedl
underway.

The October 12 issue of ihe Republican
reported good progress, noting that a crew
of 70 men was hard at work on the project.
“It will be all enclosed and covered In Two
weeks,” reporied the newspaper, “provid-
ing bad weather does not set in 100 heavy.
It Is an immense atfair, and will be 8 much-
needed building for the increased tourist
travel and sightseers during the summer
months. There Is also being put in a fine
waler system lor supplying the houses,
hotlels and also in connection, fire plugs for
fire purposes.”

The last excursion train of the season
ran the following Sunday, giving sightseers
a final look at the Lake - and the new hotel
-until the following spring.

To finance the consiruction and develop-
mant of their new project, the LTAT Co.
mortgaged their new rail system, borrow-
ing half a milion dollars from the Mercan-
Lile Trust Co. of San Francisco in November.
The term of the loan was 30 years, with the
nole bearing 5% interest. Considersd an
enormous sum at the turn of the centwry,
the $500,000 ioan proved a shiewd busi-
ness arrangement, for the popularity of the
enterprise it financed repald the borrowsrs
many-fokd in the years which foliowed.

(4 l_l'l L 1] LI i
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The Tahoe Tavern
Opulence and Isolation

When the Tahoe Tavern opened lor
business in 1002, Ihe diversity and dura-
bility of its suCcess could nol have been
guessed al by its lounders - nor. perhaps
could they have loreseen whal difliculties
would be involved in its establishment as
an easily-accessible, sell-conlained resort,
miles lrom Iha nearest civic center. Trans-
poriation (o the isolated reson had been
assured by the completion ol a railway
syslem linking it with the Central Pacilic
artery at Truckee Yet, there wore olher,
equally problemalic aspects of construc-
tion still 10 be dealt with,

The establishment of a waler syslem was
crucial to \ne maintenance ol the grand
new resorl, and nol as oasly accomplished
as its lakeside location would suggest. The
trathic of the sleamers apd amalier Cralt,
which were part and parcel of the Tavorn's
praminence on the lake, could nul haip bul
disturd the purity of ila shoreling waler
supply = 1o the extent thai a polablo sou'ue
had to be developed elsewhere and piped
in

The nearest available water ol suilicient
volume 10 sustain & ssascnal population
which often exceeded 1,000 was lrom (he
distant Burton Creek drainage, on the
other side of Tahoe City, Developing Ihis
source of waler and delivering il 1o the
Tavern involved the construction of two
reservoirs and several miles of connacting
pipeline. This relay syslem wenl ovesiand
as far as the boliom of Grove Street, and
from there folliowed the Lake bottom in &
direct line 10 the Tavern. There, by virtue of
gravily leed, il could be distribuled 10 the
multitarious accommodations of the hotel
and maintenance buildings, the daily réquire-
maents ol which were casily comparable 1o
those of a small city,

Another aspect of the Tavern's develop-
ment which had (o be addressed was Lthe
eslablishment of electrical power. in 1801,
there was no electric ulility al the Lake, and
80 those desiring this modern convenience
were forced to provide it lor themselves.
Steam-powered generators proved the
solution 1o the Tavern's energy needs, as

p&'ﬁcmm

| {the hotel accommodations wore unheated)
and power 10 operale the on-premises
laundry = a considerable consumer In its
own right. This sysiem was the basis of the
resori's electrical power untii the early

The dormaered, shingle-sided buildings and
magniiiceni grounds of the Tahoe Tavern
are being pul in order lor i linal season of
operstion in this Bill Briner pholo, laken
in 1984,

Pnota Courtesy of Mazie Carneti

19208, whan Sierra Pacilic Power brought
e community at large into the eleciric
aga

Communicalion with the “oulside world™
was esseniial to the reson’s sophisticaled
clieniele, and in addition 10 a lelegraph
office, the Tavern could even boast a
telephone. In 1900, a single phone line had
beén strung lrom Truckes down the river
canyon 1o Tahoe City, and thence along
the west shore of the Lake as far as Emerald
Bay. Those wilh sulficien! interest and
capital were able 10 tie inlo this line, the
Tavern being one of the initial subscribers
Owing lo the shared line, “getling out” was
sometimes a problem, bul for ils lime, the
sysiem was considered adequate

With these systems in place..the high
Sierra hostelry was ready lor business, and
wilh Iha &rrival of the 1902 summar 884500,
it was off and running. For the 82 summaers
which loliowed, the Tavern held undis-
puled sway as "the place” to go al Tahoe
(though the rivairy of Tallac. and later
Glenbrook and Brockway would give it
momeniary competition), and 1o this day,
the resorl's longevity siands as a record
which no other Basin caravansary has
DERTED B0 BUTPABES™ M %17 mAT) & 5 5y
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The Tahoe Tavern

Opulence and Isolation
Part 11

The quality of the Tavern's clientele was
maintained by decidedly steep prices,
though guests were inclined to overlook
the expense In view of the sumptuous
hospitality. A two-week stay was minimum,
and many guests considered the Tavern
their personal summer residence. Over the
years, the hosteiry hosted an impressive
list of visitors. Numerous statesmen on
holiday and globe-=lrotling celebrilies
signed the guest register, as well as many
from the entertainment world (including
Will Rogers, Jeanette MacDonald and
Nelson Eddy, Charles Laughton and Bing
Crosby).

And no wonder, The Tavemn's facilitias
were second to none In the reglon = of
elsewhere, for that matter, Such cosmo-
politan amenities as a ballroom, barber-
shop, bowling alley, theatre and riding
stables ware all part of the Tavern facilities,

and a manicurlst, beauticlan and physician &

ware always in residence, In later years,
services were expanded o Include a goll
links, swimming pool (*The Plunge”), auto-
mobile garage (which later doubled as an
indoor skating rink) and toboggan hill —
the latter two amanitiss developed during
the Tavern's years of winter operation.

The fame ol the enterprise spread, bring-
ing with It increased business and still
more fame. While other hotels and resorts
came and want, the Tavern remained,
taking on the status of an institution in the
rapidly changing economy of the postwar
period. But aforce was growing along with
the economy which would shake the foun=
datlons of even such well-established
enterprises as the Tavern.

By the early 1960s, the inevitability of &
sewer on Tahoe's west shore was assured.
The sxpenss ol connecting to this new
system was especially severe for resorts
and hotels, for their aasessments for the
hookup were based on the number of
accommodations they provided. it s not
surprising that the proprietors of some

w1t wnr mpany SUGD ADWIRMISER EONClydpd at, e ex-
pe

nse of hooking up tothe sewer coutd not
be justified by the thres brief months of
operation, and a numberof local resortand
hotel facilities soon wore “For Sale™signs.
Thae future of seasonal communlties, some
d. was In condominiums. After all,

the developors, who wanted tg stay in

R
L

a dank old holel when they could cwn a
modern lakeside residence on the same
site?

Notthat such blind homage (o the up-1o-
date was universal. Devotees of the Oid
Tahoe raised a public outcry against the
demise of the Tavern, and other enlities
threatened by the approach of progress.
But forced to choose between sentiment
and solvency, the Tavern's owners had to
conceda that happy memories do not keep
tho bills pald, and when the 1964 summer
season ended, an era was ending as well,
forthe Tevern was closing Its doors for the
fast time.

Alansuction held September 12and 13,
1944, trexture hunters and prolit tuners
bid for tho tangible furnishings of the
grand old resort, Kitchen and dining furni-
ture, chandeliers and rugs, badding and
bathroom fixtures went on the block, as the
showplace was stripped of its finery.
Following the auction, building materials
were s0id right off the structures, siding
stripped and plumbing presmpted. Win-
dows and doors, bathlubs and boilers - all
had to go to make way for tha first of the
area's condominiums.

A condition of sale of the property was
that the six-story bell tower be saved as a
landmark around which the condo project
was to be built, but an arson fire jevelled
this last vestige of the historic compound
belore the new bulldings could be com-
pleted, severing this final tie with the past.
And so the Tahoe Tavern ceased 1D be
anything more than a memory for the
uncounted crowds who had passed through
its doors during the six-pius decades of its
existence.

i Atamomentinhistorywhennostalgials
enjoying wide populasity, it is difficult'to
sppragiate the philesophiy ol 8, geapratidg,
890, which equated “old” with “obsolet
and shrugged its shoulders at the demo*
lition of some of Tahoe's mosl historic
structures. However, fall they did, and with
a reverberation which would echo long
after the rubble of their demisa had bees,
cluroId away. '__ & .
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One of Ihe Tahoe Inn's original outbulidings was a log
saloon on Front Street, ane door east of the Inn proper
The exact year ol its construction cannol be verified, but it
apparently came into being aboul the same lime as the
inn. The rough and ready aclivilies common 10 barrooms
of the day were nol considered proper atmosphere for
ladies, and the old Inn did no! include a bar « thus the
separale structure

The Log Cabin's popularity continued undiminished
through the years of Prohibition, perhaps even enjoying

(Our Tatroe Heritage

Log Cabins

By Carol Von Biten .
Courtesy of The Ke
Tahoe Hislorical loly

himsall in the leg while crawling underneath the Log
Cabin looking for booze ”

The oppartunily lo challenge Lady Luck was jus! as
readily available on the preamises. The Loy Cabin offered
slol machines, poker lables, wheels o! forlune and
punchboards, equaling the variety « il not the volume = of 1
Nevada's gaming houses. (Gambling was legalized in that
state in 1931))

enhanced success by virlue of its isolation and lack of
interference from representatives of the law. Local en-
‘orcement of legi4!ation governing aicohol and gaming
~as notoriously ox, and the Log Cabin was able to
maintain an oper-door policy with impunity, relying on
lip-olis lrom welt- uiaced sources to prevent surprise visits
from Federal olfic s,

During Gus Renner's management of this streel-front
Log Cabin (beginning about 1823 or 24). the liquor flowed
freely, in spite of Prohibition. David Bienert, Renner’s
stepson, recalls an Incident which look place in the
socond Log Cabin pointing up the non-cooperation of
locals, who stood united in the tace of outside meddling in
their aclivities. “One of the big laughs that the people of
Tahoe Cily had." Bienerl remembers, "was when one of
the Prohis (Federal alcohol enforcement agents) shot

TN LT RN UL N AN UL ILEAL DR RN
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During the years of the Volstead Acl (as Prohibition was
known), alcohol for the Log Cabin's bar was reputediy
supplied by local sources. E.B. Scolt makes mention ol 8
“Goat Ranch” down the Truckee River, where a “hand-
racked” distillation was produced by Joe King. Another
popular aging process employed the wave action of the
Lake ta do the work, and barreis of "working™ hooch were
moaored offshore, under the watchiul eyes of their owners,
unltil such time as they were ready 1o consume (or uftil
consumers ware ready to drink them) !

The 1834 fire which destroyed the Tahoe Inn also
brought an end to the Log Cabin #1, bul such a lucrative
operation would not die so easily. By the summar of 1934,
the reincarnated Log Cabin was serving customers from
its new location behind the Tahoe Inn. Bullt by Carl
Bechdolt, §r., this post-Prohibition Log Cabin backed up
lo the goll course, making & handy “19th Hole" In the
absence of a proper clubhouse. The Log Cabin #2 was an

' equally-popular haunt among non-golfers, and the rew of

vided a cqﬂ“p\h i

relroat lor deve'nes of Indoor sports,




~ OTH#128 Log Cabinsp2

Overthe years, managers of Bechdolt’s rustic roadhouse

" included Ed Reusenberg, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sutton, “Big”
Fred Relselt, Chet Mickeljerd and several others. By the
mid-1930s, the repeal of the 18th Amendment had eased
‘ any concerns over alcohol-related rgids, but gambling
continued to play a majorrole in the recreational offerings

" of the establishment until 1948, when Edmund G. “Pat"
Brown took over the California Governorship. Soon
thereafter, local gambling operations which had thrived
during his prior term as Attorney General were forced to
shut down.

In 1952, Bechdolt arranged for the sale of the Log Cabin
building, and it was dismantled and moved to Crystal Bay,
Nevada, where it was reassembled on a parcel just overthe
- gtate line. At a four-day Grand Opening just prior to
Memorial Day, 1952, new owner Bert Cochran promised to
“throw away the key and be open around the clock” (with
Johnny Caruso as host). The Log Cabin continuedtobea
successful business at th2 new site, until it, too, was
destroyed by fire.

[0b b
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Over Jatrce

= The Open Road-

Through the sarty years of ths century, Sierra vacations
hac been the province of the wealthy. Public Uansportation
was axpensive, and accommodations in the elegant high
country hosteings came dear. In the next two decades,
however, ugmiicant changes in the patlern of Amencan
ks woukd bnng a more vaned population (o the lormerty
exciusive doman of these summaer elile, altering tha loca!
scena as nothung before it had.

By 1913, Henry Ford's assembly fne technique had
greatly reduced the cost of manulacturing. bul wilh.the
cutbreak of World War [the following year, the inagvation
was applied 10 the prodoction of wespons and vehcies of
war_ However, by the ume the Doughboys returned from
forsign shores, Amenca had reveried 10 & peacetime
econemy, based largely on the producton of automotsies.
These mass-produced vehicles, bought on time, wers
withen the means of the average postwar family, and for
tha firstime, tha middia classes were ableto climb Behind
the wheels of their cwn fivvers and take 1o the open road.

The etiects of this cevelopment on the tourist inCustry

were lar-reaching. Auto camps and platiorm lent Cibey -

were beginning to spring up in rural areas all cver the
country. and Tahoe was no exceplion. “Improved” roacs
along both the north and west shores of the Lake had been
compieted just pnor [0 the outbreak of war, and at the
junction of these dusi-choked byways. the seeds of an
estabhshed community began to grow. By 1920, Tahoe
Gity"s businesses included a garage/Tilling station, several
lodgang houses and restaurants, two markets (not Safeway
and Lucky. you may be sure). and dance hall, several
saloons, a lumber company and & dispensary of hims,
curios and fishing tackle. -

Of course, much of the travi 1o and lrom the Lake was
stil by train. Prior to the construction of the Lincoln
Highway, the grueling trip from the Bay Area took several
days, and the final 100 miles. over the rutted grade from
Coftax to Tahow City, was s nerve-wracking, spine-jolting
crdaal of five or six hours (net counting time out for flat
tires, boilovers, or other mechanical problemas). But many
wviewad the discomicn and potential panis of the motor trip
as a challenging acventure which made the desbination all
the more spiendid.

For the two decades belween Lhe wars, each passing
season saw & sleady increass in the summer population -
on a sinclly seasonal basis. The hardy few who made
Jahoe City their ysar-round homa still numbered less than
#200 by Lhe mic-1830s, and this figure would have included

Laie Forest and Tahoe Park. (The 1838 graduating class
-of Tahoe City's branch of Pacer Union Migh School was
"but @ sngle student).

The reason for this mesgre scatienng of souls could be
“stated in one word: snow. Winter road closures prevented
e possibality of a winter visitor economy - not that there

.« woulLhave Baen much, tn oocupy & yisdey ig hose days.
Thoogh & lew summer home awners arrrred on Memonal
Day weehend 10 Open their places lor the seascn, things
did mot get officially underway - &t least as far a3 the local
Dureisds were concamnad - undd the Foudh af July
weeiianc. Then aftar nine or ten weesas of turious activity,

—

£

| Transportation > Automobile >Tourism
'Carol Van Etten Collection

Page 7

outlying resorts tradilionally greeted thiy beraldin of
autumn by drmning waler lines, lastemng shutters in
piace, slowing parch lurmiture and maiungfing! prepar-
ations against the forthcoming seesons of thes ateence
Thus on any Labor Day weekend, the lown's permarent
residents could sit on their porches and wave L 1]
& sleady procession of vehicles beading out of town unnil
naxt year. The lew visitors who lingered be 0 at
the risk of being snowed in. lor the Cakforn.a Divisicr of
Highways could not be expected to clear the roads in the
event of an early storm.

The unavoidable fact of this brief and clearty-defined
sedson required unusual ingenwty on the part of local
residents, and most wore several hatsin order losuilana
year-round existence. Some found winter work as cane-
takers of nearby estates, while others engagedina vilrualy
of while-season projects - usualty the repair of eQuepment
or the manulacture of goods which could be soid during
the following tourist season. Many cut ice or frewood, and
some engaged in trapping the vanous fur-beaning animals
abundant in the area.

-~

From October 110 May 1, the steamer NEVADA {and
Ister the crinser MARIAN B) ran on a thri wanter
schedula, delivenng mail and lupﬂmt‘lm
habilatons arcund the Lake, and this operation prowced
winter empioyment for » lew people. So oo cid the job of
repainng tha temporarnily idle roling stock ol the Lake
Tahoe Raitway and Transporiation Company snd sleamer
TAHOE, snd later the cars and equipment of Southern
Pacific. However, in spite of the willingness and incusliry
ol the local population, life remained rough in the
mountaing.

An early eHort to balance this lopsided economy was

the brainchild of Jack Mathews, who was appointed
manager of the Tahoe Tavern in 1927, shorily after the

Bliss famdy gald out 1o the Linnard Hotel interests, Win * |

the conversion of the local rail system to standard gauge
by Southern Pacific, Malhews saw tha potental Jor a
second ssason ol operabon, and for the next hall-dozen
years. an arrangement with SP brought Natlancers (many
of whom had never seen snow) to the Tavern's doorstep
on winter weekends via "Snowball Specials”™ - expresses
from he Bay City and Sacramento.

For the entertainment of its while-8ea50n visdors, the
Tavern oliered its Winter Sports Grounds, one mile west of
the hotel. Horses fitted oul with snowshoes front and rear
were kept busy pulling sleighs full of suphoric guests to

-
{- i93.- the site, where they could thnll Lo a ride on the fast-paced

-

toboggan slide. or waich exhibibon sk jumping on the

~  workd-class "trajeciory,” which in 1531 hosted the Nasonal
193»> Championships. The Tavern's sutomobile garage. un-
—= nesdedin kight of clossd highways. saw uUse &8 anindoor

ot

skating rink, a3 did ® narTow strip-cf shaliow water
fwo Tlvgr&pi.m which would often reele

whﬁwn!.:."““ .t L] {;H l}a gty

_-L"‘_-.___>

8 BanOT T ONCE BGAIN 10 AN BDTLPT halt with the
armval of Lebor Day. Part-lime residents and cwners of

?
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Though a noble experiment, the Tavern's winter opera-
tion had not been a financial success,-and when the
hostelry returned to its summer-only schedule in 1934,
most local businesses had no choice but to follow suit.
The feasibility of winter operation had been questionable °
at best, and most merchants felt lucky to keep their doors
open for the three months of summer - winter was
generally viewed as a period of recovery and seclusion.

B A—

Bydecade send however, the memory of earlier failures
had faded - at.least in some minds. What about winter,
anyway? Snow had already been demonstrated to possess
recreational properties. Why not inform the public of-
Tahoe's ample endowment? To this end, a late-summer
editorial inthe Lake Tahoa News spoke enthusiastically of
thgicornmg snow: “There are many plans for bigger and

‘.‘beﬁpr winter sports in the lzke region now ready to be

‘caffied out for the co:ming season,” confided the editor.

, “TJ)IS year will be an i zal one to Introduce yourself to the
: pleasures of a White Christmas.” '

There were few takers that winter or in those immediately
following, for how to get there - and how to get back - were
still problems without a comfortable solution. Yet among
those who chose to stay “on the hill” through those long
seasons of isolation, shared experiences translated into a
growing sense of community spirit - and the town's first
real efforts at self-improvement.

— - . -
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