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Winter Carnivals
Not so New

In the upper reaches of the Sierras, the
dfliculty of sttracting sufficient winter busi-
ness 10 Justify operation (or, in more recent
times, the presence of non-essential
services) has beenovercome by local busi-
ness people in a variety of ways. The most
recent of these promotional efforts, Snow-
fest, Is commencing its 4th Annual visits-
tion on Friday, March 1,

The Sierra reglon suffered for many
yearsfrom lack of winter access. In spite of
the fact that the Central Pacific railroad
first arrived in Truckee in 1868, it was not
unul 1894 that the nimble inteflect of
Charles F. McGlashan, then-editor of the
town's newspaper and guiding spiritinthe
early development of Truckee, hit upon a
plan by which the snow could be putto the
town's advantage rather than serve as a
deterrent to commerce,

McGlashan had met wath ddficulty in
transporting 8 “cultured™ monster icicle of
his making to the San Francisco midwinter
fair, concluding that it would henceforth be
more practical to take advantage- of
Truckee’s trackside location and bring the
spectators 1o the spectacle.

Plans for a winter carnival soon took
shape, McGlashan urged his fellow busi-
nessmen to refrain from "hold up™ prices,
#3 the chief aim was fun and not profit. And
fun was indeed the order of the day. From
McGlashan's sixty-foot icicle grew a collec-
tion of events and attractions which in-
c'uded 8 toboggen shide, ski jumping con-
tests and dogsled races all ageinst a back-
drop of icy splendor known as “ice Palace ™

This huge frame structure, covered with
chickenwire and sprayed with water o
form walls and roof of ice, originally oc-
cupled a prominent place in the very middle
of the“downiown,"and was ‘the dazzling
scene of ice skating on » 200 by 700 foot

rink. i the skiters should becomae chilly,”

they'could warm themsélves at the several

even night skating sround a rink it by
sparkling incandescent bulbs.

By the mid 19-1eens, the name of the
annuasl winter festivities was changed 10
Fiesta of the Snows, and by that time had
already been the subject of national news
coverage, Though weather occasionally
entered the picture and ruined the best-
lald plans, in general these promotional
activities were quite favorable in their
offect on Truckee's winter commaerce,

The Sierra Dog Derby, an event of national
prominence in sledding circles, was another
promotionsl venture which helped establish
the Truckee area as a winter sports destina-
tion. Participants included such notable
drivers as John Johnson, two-time Alaskan
Sweepstakes champ and 1915 winner of
the Truckee event. Another popular driver
inthe aarly yearsof the races was “Scotty”
Allen, who gained yet more fame in later
years with his own brand of dogfood.

Allen himsell proved a local attraction,
camping with his malemute team on the
grounds of the Tahoe Tavern dunng the
winters when that hostelry, located hall a
mile south of the lake outlet in Tahoe Caty,
was open for winter business.

The Southern Pacific Railroad, which at
that time owned the Tavern, capitslized on
the success?s In Truckee and Initwated
“Snowball Special™ — rail service 1o the
high country for such events as the Natonal
SkiJumping Championships, as well as for
similar exhabitions on many winter week-
ends,

Guests were also offered sleigh riding
and 1obogganing, and ice skating could be
attempted on the rink which was formed by
flooding the floor of the Tavern's garage —
the space nol nesded for automobiles as
the highway was blocked by snow,

So you see that Snowfest, with all its
variety and enthusiasm, takes itsplace ina
long line .of promotions which provide
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“Plagued by Gossip”’

The putiesrer Of the MagAnNe yOU W8 NOw e8]
St 9 s e thead (Shal's the MTie box 00 page 30
whuCh are beted 1 51T members’ names, #ic | the admo-
rvion “DonT apdody brng me no Dad rews ™ 1n & resor
Area bhg Lake Tahos There is 8 sironger-inan-normal
Lencency Imong 0 10Cal Dusness pOPUlaton 10 NCOe
Joheny Vemers mubcal mandate and “scceniuaie e
posLwe ~ In bt of 1N local economy's rekance on Me
mdoﬂml«mwmrmummmnn
mmummwmmmwu
plans of the Dasn's enl:epreneurs Rive QONE astiay And
13 MOOeM-Cay Dasin Dusnessmen know, somelimes ine
ﬂrmwwtmmusmuawwumn
Can be cone 10 molale and squash i

Tanoe Dusinessmen i the year 1537 were 10 expenence
pusl Such an insubstanbal menace, owng 10 S0me “Dad
press” Qiven (he area poor 10 the starl Of the 324800 by
GNANown sources. Though later uneQuivocady dismissed
ngmndncubyh“mmonmnpomo'mddcov-
sry of buborsc plague In Certan Seerra rodents had »
NOLCeadly acvarse effect on Iocal Iouram Nt summer.

In & tronl-page article appeanng in the finl ixsue of the
Tance Taitier thal season, Ihe resort wis categorically
Gebunked. “Absurd rumors Rave been Cocuiated 1Al Cor-
Lain mountain areas have been ‘Quarantaed * Mo of
1he kind has occurred, and has not even Deen Cortiem-
plated” The paper quoted the Secretary of 1ne Nevada
Board of Health who joined 1 disclamung e “snlsdc
repons and reassured INe Visting pubic that “umid & Tew
Cays 390, when their las! reports were received, they had
not found this year one single rodent among the thoy-
sands which they had Irapped and examuned, which was
niscled with any disease hal could be transmdtied 10 2

human beng “
However, rumor and hearsay often lend 10 #nOy an
unwarranied longewity, and (he topec continued 10 be an
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IHSUE 88 Bummal wOTE 0N ACCOrdwg 1O 0n 90A0NE w e
Avguat 6 Tatrer, 8 “Tathar 3ansatons”™ repon had Deen
penerated by “UNICIUDWOUS 19307 Dunerd who woukd
Giverl 10urisis 10 88E ywidag pensonal profe ™ Toa
rather ndwect and QarDied slatement was wiended 10
supoes sabotage, and e Tallier went O 10 N0 Te vae
of “such lund phrases 43 Pague-intesed.” Uncer Quaran-
1oe” DUbonC plague” and other boges ™

“Thal 8 MOuUnian was mace oul of & moletel” I
Tatther continued, “wis planly endenced » the lndegs
of hea'th olficers’ subsequent iImeshigalions Yet sens-
OO NEwS S10NeS were DUl up FrOom One Case of 8 dread
drsease remotely connected 10 Tahce ™

The local Dusiness communily, sullenng from an
Unoersiandabie 10uch of PAZANCHE 83 B resull of Dad pud-
KCity generated by the hoax, 10Ok (he defendsve i thew
own aCvErLsIng efforts, as Ihe foliowing dem. whah
sppeared In an August issue of the Lake Tanoe News.
suggests. Note that along w.th unqualified clasns of loca!
perfecton, it is also menhioned that those two bights on
vECALONS Laken elsawhere — POON O8k and ralliesnares
- were nowhere 10 be found. ths statement perhaps
olfered 10 assuage doubts in the minds of vacalionsts su
reeling from the contemplaton of plague
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Tahoe Heritage Continued from pege 7

Ironically, on the same page of the paper wheth included
thes cOupon olter there appesred a thenly yerled demand,
directed a1 the Caklomia State Highway Commission, 10
complete the project of painting & center whils kne on the
road sround the Lake, The suthor noted that ber remarks
were prompled by “another accident . . . o0 hazardous
Hogpen MiII™ (a streich of road between Tanoe Cay and
Lake Forest long since straightened and levelied),

While a3 & rule e Fourth Estate is not guity of perpe-
tuating the type of makicious reports which charactenzed
ihe campaign descnbed here, local entreprensurs of he
modem day conbinue 10 1abor under Misepreseniatons
which do just as much harm.

s . TS SENUMSAL wHICH ROMISIN AL we I Her ANd 20MT CONS-

bons reports in and around the Tahoe Bamn often LR
somewhat short of Compiets ACCUACY ks NOL & New ONe.
Local enlerprise has alweys sullered lrom those who
speak wilh authonty, yet JO Nt Rave 4l the acts &l thew
CispOsal, a regrettadle siate of 27irs in this ape of eec-
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AS this yeoar marks the 50th anneversary of the comple-
non of Boulder Dam (since renamed for ex-president Mer-
bert Hoover), iIf seams only fiting 1hat we nole the local
Actrmlios of a major particypant in that formegable hydrau-
e adventure: Henry J. Kaisor, 5r. Fiscal force behing
Kaser Stoel, Permanente Cement and the Kaiser Founda-
1HON (10 name only a lew of his explois), Kaser was also
among the chiet execubrves of the Six Companies which
collaborated on the construction of the dam

Kaiser goubtiess had a hand in the selechon and pur-
chase of the Tahoo Pines property which constitules the
Southeast corner of Grand Avenue's junction with High-
way 89, originally intended for use by the Six Companies
By the mid-1830s, “Henry J.” (as he was known [0 his
2330CIat03) was already an avid participant in the Tahoe
summer scene, and when this enthusiasm was nol shared
by his fellow executives, he acquited the property for his
personal yse With characterisic impatience, Xaisar soon
put his gollars 10 work, pushing for the swilt transforma-
tionof the 14.4 acre lowland Into an estate 10 rival any on
the Lake

Bowng much involved in the activities of the Tahoe Yacht
Clubd (he had risen through the hierarchy 10 Commodore
n 1508), Kaiserincluded among requisite structures in his
compound a stone bosthouse and a “harbor house.” the
one surtable 1o the accommodation of his boats, and the
other 10 the enlerianment of his many marnine-minded
guests. The boathouse Included four drive-in stalls, and
was tho scene of operations for Karser's numerous bids for
Lake racing Litles over (he years

Kaiser was fraquently crticizod by his racing competi-
1orsfor his unabashod quest lor trophies, backed as it was
Dy unliimited funds Me aimost invanably entered more
1han one regatia avent, and while most competitors did the
work on thew own Doals (keeping the competition on a
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The newly-completed Kaiser eslate reposes beneath

relatively amateur level) the speed-obsessed steel baron
was able 10 inance professional mechanics, a circum-
stance which incurred the wrath of those who leit that his
sense of lai play left something 10 be desired

It was thus that some responded with a scarcely-
concealed minh 10 several misadveniures invoived in the
construction of the estate. Prior 10 Kaiser's development

of the property, it had been the marshy retreat of local
waterfowl, Belore any of the actual construction could
begin, an uniold quaniity of 10psoil. dredged from the
delta formed by the confluence of several Inbutanes of
Blackwood Creek, had to be trucked in 10 raise the eleva-
tion of the plot several vital feol
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This engineenng project was ceemed a 1oalish tamper-
g with Mother Nature Dy some, and their Criticism was
Qiven Certain credence when a 11000 swept down Black.
w0od Canyon a few years later, causing $55 000 damage
10 1ho Kaser property

Perhaps the greatest blunder of the project resulted
from a muscalculation of the Nuctuating Lake level In
determuning the positioning of the estate’s lakefront struc-
tures, the Lake's natural rim was taken as potential high
waler. Followng several 5033003 in which drought condi-
tions had necessitated the pumping of the Lake inordet 10
SUPply downsiream users of the Truckee River with water
this appeared '0 be an adequate precaubion against
changes inthe Lake level Yelthe planners calculations
OverioQhod the established reservoir, maximum legal imil
Of which was six feet above this natural rim

The oversight proved an unfortunate mistake, for in the
high-water yoars which followed. 1he odgwnal electnical
service 10 the boathouse and harbor house nad to be
abandoned, and a false Noor bult several feot above the
ongnal, putting headspace in the Dar al a premium
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Several sources give 1839 as the year of the estate’s
onginal construction However, a point of hestory should
e once-and-lor-all clanhied by a Tahoe Taltler story of
August 30, 1535 which called attention 10 the iocal build-
ing boom that season, and specidically noled the newly-

consltuctod Kaiser esiate with its mam odge and
guest houses Doathouse beidges and heavy slone ruslic
fence. sel among the pines and aspen of the Lake Shore
An accompanying photo identilios the property concly-
sively a3 the future Fleur du Lac

The seloction of this Teutonic title. which means Iderally
Flower of the Lake, ' was the result of & rather lengthy
deliberation The July 9. 1607 issue of the Taltier supples
some insight Into the matier. " No longer isthe picturesgue
Henry Kaser eslate nameless. Lroclaimed the poaper
Today itischrstened FLEUR DE LAC™ (sic) M look thy
Kaisors sevoral yoars 10 ht just the righl name. Spurred
on, they setlled down and named the gues! coltages and
overything is running smoothly Over the lourth of July
wookond, 25 guests enjoyed their gracious hospilality
Kaiser was an annual summer resident of Tahoe Pines
through the early post-war years, and (as |8 common wilh
ostentatious displays of wealth) was the subject of con-
siderable local gossip and speculation. In the mid-1950s,
following the death of his son, Henry, Jr., Kalset turned his
Tahoe interests over 10 the Kaiser Foundation, relocating
i Hawail whaere he oversaw the d.v.looﬂwﬂ' of hig lam-
ous pink Hawauan Village

The foundation In turn soid 10 Peter DeMartia, who
leased the property to the Fleur du Lac Academy, a privatle
school whach had originatly used as its campus the facili-
ties of neardy Chambers’ Looge (now Chambers Land-
ing) The school falked 10 live up 10 eapeciations on the
Tahoe Pines site, and agan relocated - this time 10 &
campus on the Feather River

Jamos Viso, guiding force of the Academy dunng s
occupancy of the Tahoe Pines campus, acquired the Flewr
du Lac property from De Marna i 1968 with the expecta-
ton ol constructing condominiums on the sie Visos
plans, which ongenally included the construction of a 60-
unit, three-phase development, were thwarted at every
turn Dy state, federal ano regional agencies. Following
Mmos! A decade of court battles, approval was linally
given for a portion of the onginal plan in exchange for
Vis0's abandonment of the proposed third phase, which
would have included a restaurant atop Eagle Rock, on a
parcel of land across Mighway 89

inthefaliof 1973 abrief lullin the Itigation gave way 10
a flurry of activity at Fleur du Lac, chosen as & major
location in the tilming of “Godfather 11" Scores of locals

v MO0 NG MOVIe SebUAS a8 axiras in the Pavamauni pro-

duction. when the estate became the proverblal Sierra
hideaway of the Siciitan brotherhood. LOCally-Owned wn-
tage autos and water cralt helped 10 lend flavor to the
Hlusion, and the former grandeur Of the eslate was given
vibrant - il Ikckering - life

-_— ——




ATH TAHOE WEEK February 13-16, 1986 Page §

A beaming Henry J, Kalser, Sr. receives the prized
Lake Championship trophy from Edwin Letts Oliver
following the 1835 Tahoe Yacht Club Regatta. (C. W,
Vernon photo courtesy of Lillan Yernon Farr)

Continued on page 17

Howeve!, the epao0s anded On a sour note lor Viso
when, following the departure of the Paramount produc
LHON crews, it was discoverad that some Of the estates
unique furnishings, Including several ornate Light fixtures
and tapesiries (gits to Kaiser from European royaity who
had been his guests) turned up missing. Viso sued the
studio and eventually recovered $300.000 in damages,
though none of the articles in dispute were ever returned

The legal expenses incurred by Viso in the long battle 10
acquire permits for his proposed development eventually
proved fatal 10 the fulfiliment of the dream - at least by Viso
himsell. However, whiltled 10 22 units, the project saw
fruition under the regime of Fred Sahadi and Fred
Andrews, who 100k title 10 the property in 1979 Andrews
has since bowed out of the partnership, and today Fred
Sahadi guides the destiny of the opulent development

Architecture of the new construction, described as

“Tahoo Normandie,” bears a certain similarity 10 Kaiser's

© roronginatstructures, and.while the property, Nas Sean many

changes in the half-century since the intemational king-

pin first developed it, Fleur du Lac retaing something of its

quality as an island, cut off from surrounding Tahoe Pines

by & formidable rock wall such as Kaiser himsel! might
have bullt, were he still its owner today,
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CAMI0NME'S minaral weaTh, (NOugh not s primary claim '
10 nches, has Natordcally been & vital factor in the state’s
devsiopment. The Sierras and their foothils have proved
e most important source of these geological trassures,
and the Taroe sres owet Its st real population "Boom™ 10/
the quest for precious metal.

i
18 the sumaner of 1881, the Truckes River COMGOr was
e scene of 8 mass Influx of tresswre seek ors, their arrival
parked by the rumor of & rich sisay of ore discovered
there. Knoxville and Claravilie, were two habastions
which speang wp In the vicintly of the ¢iggings, and for a
fow Loverish months of activity boasted a combined popu-
lation of 800 souls. These momentanly vidrant villages
conslaied chiefly of canves- and brush-roofed struciures.
The ondy eddice sugpesting permanence was & log cabin
slone operated by one James Tracy, the ramains of which
survived (0 8 rooNess and rather dilapidated M).
o the 1830s.

Knoxwile (namaed for one of the two miners who slaked
oniginal claims on the ste) and Claraville 1oided as fast as J
they had risen when the quality of ore lailed 10 justdy instal
xpectations. The shon<ived shanty 10wn did have & Cer-
Lain prograssive effect on the area, however, $xpo%ing &
great number of peopie 10 the wonders of Lake Tahoe, »
mere oight miles distant. Disenchanted with miréng peoa+
pects in general, & few stayed 00 10 establish the commun-
ity of Tahos (its name was not officially changed 1o Tahoe
City wntll 1946).

One of Dhese miners-Aumed-settiens wis Wiiam Fom-
Ine, a native of Alsace-Lorraine and more recendy & revs-
dent of Forest MM, at the wesiern end of what wou'd *
become Placer County. When the Truckes Rivr Boom
towns laded, Pomine moved 1o Tahoa's lakeshore, whers
he established the Tahoe House about half & mile north-
east of the Lake outiet.

Poming’s nephew “Ernle,” In 3 recorded interview con-
ducted in 1944, recalled anceher Incidence of “goid lever™
which Be and brother Frank, then schooibays, observed
with grest amusement. This later hoax - Intentionally per-

petraled, 0CCurTed BImON & Genevation lader in Glentr ook,
causing the immediate Seserson of local lumber mills »
tavor of the promise of bonanza Nches. For a L, the
jocal s1onekepper (who was responabie for genersung e
todally-wniounded rumor) did & IVIving Dusingss in pcha,
shovels and Qoid pans. But OnCe 804, I1he “rush” Oied
'ﬁmtuqmnn was born, and the dugruntied

tary miners retuned 10 their reguiar vekhoods
i ser. 1 not richer,

nie” Pomin(e), borm in Glenbrook in 1879, was wit-
10 much of the selSement of the Tahos region, and
, obsarved several such stampedes aler Neeting wealth. He
‘noled that though gold has been discovered in all direc-
| Bong surrounding the Lake, there had never deen s sgnt-
| lcant strike insice the Basin. The Callorria foothilis had
produced he preciout O in Quanttes sufficient Lo popu-
. late the state with ore-hungry immigrants from all comers
of the giobe, and two decades later the Nevada mines
, proved among the richestin e world. To he southesst e
the Nevada mining distnicts, containing & varkety of min-
eral deposits. Yot the Tahoe Basin Itself has proved virtu-
aly devold of geoiogical treasure,

In the early 1600w, 8 group headed by Lee Noonchesier
Lsunched sbll ancther sltampt 10 prove Ihs theory false.
"Wolmndamolgddonwwm
;;Mﬂlt“MMMlul@mlM
(20! shat on the site. This was known as the Noonches-
tar Ming (of Tahoe Treasure Ming), and the compeny
{ calted itselt the Consolidated Muning Company.

Don Mufl, Se at that time owner of Homewood Resort,
recalls & party of potential Big City Investors who visted
e a0 on an autumnal inspection tour, Though the growp
did venty the existence of & vein of gold, they lefl without
commutting any capital 10 the project. Al that time, goid
was valoed ot $32 an ounce, and in spete of Ihe day's

from betrq finanz _
LB RY; TH coeBhen
eeahaued For el yarg,
whf. .

I spite of several offiors 10 discover and Cevelop
Tahot's mining rescurces, It sppears that the grestest
concentration of precious metals are 10 be found at the
narth and south ends of the Lake, where they dally drop
Into the mouths of hungry siot machines. Perhape the
Creator feft Inst Tahoe had already Deen Diessed with
en0ugh riches of other 1018 - scenic, vegetative and
aquecus - and saved geclogical riches for other locations,
Or parhaps the mineral wealth of the Tahoe Basin has
simply escaped the scrutiny of ore-seekers and has yet 1o
e discovered?

—
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Taroe City wasnt much of & town in 1927 The your -
FOUnd POPaton Aumbered iess than 50 Seversl restav-
FANGE MANSGET 10 #0081 ON & M 20041 Dasis (One i a tent)
and an A, & garage-hilog slaton, & Qrocery and an
OO -8 produce stand roynded out e Commundty §
commercial Actiwly Such was INe status of they isolated
Seerrd RALAnON when Myrtie Galinger lately of OQadland,
Mp0ed O Ihe raen ia March of Tl year, sCCompanied
Dy Ernest and Northrup Pom, Trustee and Clerk of the
ocal wchool board

The Poewns, whde vacaboning i San Franciaco, had
contacted ™e Kent Teacher AQency 1A regasd 10 the hnng
of & replacement lor one Mrs. Flechenstan, the lormer
(And exclusive) teachar at Tahos Lake School Mis Gal-
Boger, whose husband P had stayed Dehing 10 dispose
of thewr Bay Area Dunness property. wis 3000 Ouly
Nl bed i & MTle wiile PV ree-r00m COLAGHE ON NG lower
comaer of the wiersecton of Grove Street and Highway 28
(Ow the sae of e Vilage Store)

0 an interview given in November, 1984, Mrs Gasnger
recalied an sarty mncident in her Tahoe City career whach
revealed her Lack of expenence with mgh-Country hnng
OnemghL” s e recadied, "I Came home rom School and -
Moot « 10 the Kischen was & stack of wood that went
Chear 10 the caing | INOUGNL, ‘O - tus I the kilchen 7
What will | ever O Well, | found out Defore long that it
wit & wonderful thng 10 have (hat wood “Grandps”
(Rodert Montgomaery) Watson (local Constabie at Ind
ume). whie | was al work, had Drought the wood and
POured it in that bichen. He hnew soaclly what he wai
cong, | s00n lound out ™

Mrs. Galnger 5000 demonsirated that she. 100 Aoew
exaclly whal she wis Song Her adapladily, pose
aititude and gt 104 beaching were avident lrom tne stan
She 13 Quick 10 Credit 3 measure Of her success 1o he
Support of the communety, espetaally in IHe parson of Mry
Northrup “Northwe™ Pomen. “Belfore | even went into the

(ﬁm Fatce J&u[aye

Continved from page 4

Typecal el tnps 100k students 10 many local ponts of
nlerest the Cross On the Nl ALOW 10wn Ihe remasns o %
Kt (i SERAToNGG FiAthg 4 51 e Troched |T]EMMaNIY, ROUBAMB By thT compstent phdristh o
“ﬂ',m“rl‘h N.m‘ 1639 Mrs o‘u.m way . : ‘.' culies a3 local ecucator, but "\'w the ssemplary
(aftituces and actions which have governed her own e o,
88 1t 13 300 children learn by example, then the chidren of

Tahoe City's yesteryear have been Diessed with kessons of
truly rare Quakty

Instrumental in Orgamzing 8n all-52hool 1rp 10 San Fran-

CCO 10 wis! Ihe Internabional Exposdion, a8 memorable

expanence eapecally 10r students who had never been
outside the Tahoe Basin

SCHOOL™ he remambersd. “1 Can see hev rudgeng vp that
(Grove Street) Rl i DOOLS and shumedr, CATPng & Dy
mOpOUCI et And waler, SCrubbing INat SChoo! INOFOUGNy
10 be ready for opening Mondey *

ToMra Galhinger and the students fedl Ine Suty of Dudd-
INg and Mmantaning the e in Ihe woOdSIOve that heated
Ihe SCROOL Thes wiks 30mewhat mitigated Dy Ihe Lact tnat
prior 10 1950, the local scacemc year ran from Mach 1o
earty December. though the sarty and late POrtons of the
$chool calendar included plenty of short. Cold Gays

The curnculum was sinctly outiined I 8N ¥Oresave
volume bitled "Manual and Course of Study lor the Placer
County Schools,” presenisd 10 the new 1escher on her
arnval But as bme went on, Mre. Gallinger Degan 10 sup-
Plemant 1N DALC DLAN with actrwis and prOyecS NsDwed
Dy local Circumstances and opportunhes I ONe occy-
$10A, " Chidren made and sold ey 10 rane Money for
another of Ihew progects - the construchion of 8 outdoor
feepiace. Ore year, Mrs. Gallinger arranged for har shy-
GON1s 10 Maet wilh two Washo Indians - seasonal resdenty
of Tanoe City - Irom whom they purchased two Dassets

Dramatic prasentations were 2 popular SChool actimty
wilh nursery rhymes, Nsloncal pageants and ongnal
works among ihe school s many productions. Tance Ta-
vern Manager Tim Butler was generous with the use of (he
res0rTs facikhes, where the Bedghng thespeans’ efforty
wire Qrven 8 professonal aurs when periormed on the
Caxno 3000

Physecal eCucalion was & raihes $p0NLanecus Bftar Jur-
ing Mrs. Gallinger's tenure Ouldoor sctmties InCluded
games of basebaldl and One-O-Cat, sledding and skang
(with pupils furnusiung Ihe equipmant) and Swimmng in
summer. On warm days, the whole student body would
wilk Gown 10 1he Commons Beach, whers Low Ehvet, 2
Red Cross volunieer, conducied swimaung lessons

Continuved on page 17

In 1950, Mrs. Gailinger retired from teaching, having
4130 served a3 Ihe County Board of Educanon s st Tahoe
regresentabrve. Dunng the later years of her career, she
had had 0CCason 10 teach many chicdien whose parents
had been her early pupils. and 20 years after har retire-
ment, Ihey all turned Oul L0 honor Ner M 3 Gala reunion at
the Tahoe Inn (now Vicione Stalion)

Her former siudents and memoers of the Communsty at
Lrge Continue 10 sing her praises In aletier 10 Libhan Farr
n 1971, formaer Tahoe Lake student Nelhe Pomn notegd
the careers of several IOCH educatlon. CONCIUANG with the
remark that “when | think of Tahoe teachers. there was
only one - dear Mrs. Gathnger And strangety enough, she
wasn't even one of my eachers ”

‘Wnb Gallinger has left her mark on the Tance Caty
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By Carol Van Etten
Courtesy of The North Lake Tahoe Histonical Socety

Recent local excesses of precipitation have tended 1o
draw public attention 10 the prudent management of this
Questionable benelicence. The level of waterin the Tahoe
Basin has, since the arrival of “Civilization™ 0n its western
penmeter, been 1he subdject of perpetual - and often
heated - Controversy. In fact, within a decade of the foung-
Ing of a settiement at the Lake Outiot, attempls 1o improve
on Mother Nature's allocalion of water were already in
force

indially, these efforts 100k the form of ¢nb cams, the
construction of which made Tahoe, in eftect, a reservosr
The first of these rather crude struciures, buit by one
Colonel Alexis Von Schmedt in 1870, was located severa’
hundred feet downsiream of the Outlet, and was intended
83 a means of backing up sufficient waler that accumula-
tions of logs could be “Tlushed™ down the nver 1o Truckes
mills on the opening of its five gates. This siructure was
succeeded by another of like purpose, buill by the Blisy
Company at the Lake Outlet.

By 1900, lumber interests had given way 10 & seasonal
economy based 0n tounsm, and the constructon of
Tahoe Tavern (half a mile south of the outiet), along with s
growing number of lakefront summer homes, led 1o
InCreasing concem over the mamnienance of a water level
within certain imits. The importance of a constant supply
of water for communities along the Truckee River corndor
(and for farms which owed their exstence 10 the Newlands
Reclamation Project) pointed to government control of
the Lake Outiet.

Department of the Intenor files regarding Federal
acquisition of the land surrounding a proposed “outie!
works” reveaifla fively correspondence between its own
Geological Survey, the Bureau of Reclamation and the
U.S Attorney’s office. Earliest of these letters, dated
October 7, 1802 makes referance 10 Ihe recent sake of the
property in Question and recommends prompt action in
the matter of Federal acquisition, whether by purchuo
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LAKE TAHOE OUTLET GATES AT FANNY BRIDGE.
(draming by Wilkam Frances Bisbee)
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agraement with the owners (noted inaccurately in this
inikal correspondence as the Fidnston Pulp and Paper
Co.. the Truckee River General Electnc Co. Nevada
Power Co. and Truckee River farmers) or by condemna-
tion proceedings

A decided emphasis on the urgency of the acquisition
was spelied out In this preliminary letter, authored by
Geological Survey Director Chasies D. Walcott: “There

_can be no misiake in purghasing It because, it must be




controlied atanearly date in the dovelopment of Irrigation
from the waters of the Truckee River ... There Is a contin-
valdanger, ifthetitleisnotinthe U.S,, of complications of
one kind or another which may become quite serious,”

According to a subsequent letter of Mr. Walcott's to the
Secretery of the Interior dated May 11, 1903, a group
which included brothers Mortimer and Herbert Fleish-
hacker, Messrs., Schwabacker (Jjunior and senior), Mr,
Heckman and P.L. Flannigan of Reno claimed title to the
property. The Donner (Lumber and) Boom Company,
contracting with one Murray F, Vandal(l), actually con-
trolled the outlet, with the intent of utilizing the water for
power purposes.

The Fleishhacker group noted, according to Walcott,
that they had acquired this property for the marvelously

discounted price of $10,000, owing to the expediency
required in the division of an estate of which it had been a
part. The land's actual value, they felt, far exceeded this
investment, and their asking price to the government was

$100,000, a figure arrived atonlyin the face of the pending
condemnation suit.

Negotiations and legal maneuvering continued for some
time, with neither side willing to give any ground. Exactly
how the change in ownership finally transpired will per-
haps never be known, as no correspondence between July
of 1904 and June of the following year is included in the
Department of the Interior files. However, a letter of June
22, 1905, recommending the award of a contract forcon-
struction of a concrete dam, evidences the government’s
inevitable success in securing title.

.In the end, the legal basis of Federal acquisition of the

property hinged on Tahoe's bi-state status. While the

v e waulake's outlet (as well as nearly % of its surface area) is
T T rmly Tn Calitornial the TUEKEE Riverseventoatterminus yis o

is Pyramid Lake, Nevada. Thus, control of Tahoe Basin

waters remains under Federal jurisdiction, a status that
continues to this day.

-
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“Homewood: All The Name Implies”

- -

Guests e0joy 8 lelsurely moming on Ihe Hotel Homewood porch, about 1913, (Phodo courtery

of Gensld R. Jonnson, i )

Whvie 8 countiess number Of Lake Tahoe s weal ahoe
resorts Rave Dioomed and 1aded Over 1ha yearn Lk »
many fragie DIOssOMS. saweral SUCh antarpnses Paw
managed 10 span half a century. IR 2ppeal Burviy
changes of ownenhg and ™e whims of Ihe vacalioning
public. One such Homewood ROsIRIry Can Irace s 0riging
DACK Over three guarien of a cenbury 10 the summar of
190

11 was in the spang of that year that Arthur and Anne
Joat of Woodund, Canformia, Degan constructon of thew
Holel HOMEwOOd, a0 IMPONNG three 3l0cy MruCiure on

Ll A Ll LR AL T T

NS Lakeshore Detwean Fawn Avenus and Stver Stree!
The hotel property consisted of the parcels numbaenng 87
hrough $4 In & teact of and subdivided by George
MLConmell in 18596 The ground Noor of the Jostis new
DINg COraisted Of g hitchen and & Jinmng room. wilh the
w0 upper 310198 SO d 10 sleeding SCCommOdations
for wp 10 42 pensony

A paar Construcied during the Josts Pst sumvner of
OPerabon became the dekvery point 104 the HOMewWOCC
postolfice, estabhished the year Delore and "aveaalter e
JOSS plat was the buathing Hud of OCal rans9OManOn and

‘f~,>
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communication. Since no road passable by sutomoblie
connected Homewood with Tahos City, travel was simost
oxclusively by boal, and.the Steamers TAHOE and
NEVADA, which shared duty as mail packots, also carried
passengers 10 points around the lake, for excursions as
woll 83 10 appoinied destinations for extended vacations,

Hotel Homewood was from the first an alfordable
alternative 10 such posh relroats as Tahoe Tavern (six
miles 10 the north) and The Tallac (a dozon miles 10 the
south), and the popularity of the Jost's high-mountain
hostelry grew each year. A numberof cabins and pistiorm
tants soon dotted tha hotel grounds, providing all manner
ol accommodations to sull the requiremeanis of aimost any
visdor,

Recreational activitiesinciuded sunning and bathing on
the resorts acclaimed pebble beach, rowing, lishing,
hiking and « In the evening - dancing. A large, open-air
platiorm acjoining the hotel was initially the scene of
these nociurnal activities. However, this location proved
10 be 100 close 10 the hotel for guests who had elacted 10
relire oarly, and wilhin a few years the Josts had compicied
anindoor dance pavilion on one of Ihe parcels across the
highway. Dances held in this commodious hall, festosnad
with Chinese lanterns and draped with bunling, woss a
popular diversion which drew crowds from up and down
the west shore and bayond, Over the years, many dilferont
musical groups ocgcupled the bandstand, the bast known
being Eddie Howard, a Woodland native who went on 10
national fame as a vocalist and bandleader. Even after he
had gained a wide lollowing, Howard continued to return
to the Resort each fall for several weeks of relaxation
before returning to San Francisco to begin his long-
running winter engagement there.

Arthur Jost passed away in the oarly 19203, but with the
help of a hired manager, Mrs, Jost continued %0 operate
tha concem (by then known as “Homewood Resort™) into
the late 19308, Howover, [l health was beginning to take its
toll, and following a stroke, Mrs. Jost determined to sell
the property.

It was about that time that Don and Bernice Hufl, slso of
Woodland, heard of the resort being for sale, and In the fall
of 1838, they completed negotiations to purchase the
property. The following spring was a busy one for the
Hulls, who contracted with local bullder Norman Mayfleld
for an extensive remodelling of the hotel. This main
bullding had seen little In the way of renovation since the

HERITAGCE Continued on page 16
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HERITAGE continuad from page 12

Josis tirst openad thelr doors 10 1he public in 1910, but
now It put on & brand new face The former kilchen was
panelied In knolty pine and becama the bar (a facdity nof
available on the premisos In Mrs. JOsI's [ime), while the
dining room, lormaerly In (he center of 1he building, was
moved 10 the lake side, allording cuners & swesping
panorama of Upson Bay

Anotherol the Hull's additions 1o an already popular list
ol amenities was the Snack Shack, a food concession
located al the head of the Resort pler Here guesis and
day-use visiiors could procure a delicious hamburger, an
Ice cream cone or a postcard without leaving the besch
area.

Across the highway, on the loundation of the Josl's
former dance pavillion (which had collapsed under the
weight of heavy snows the winter prior 10 the sale of the
Resort) the Huffs built a commercial structure which
housed a beauty salon and barber shop, & dross shop and
8 curlo store. Today the buliding is part of the Homewood
Ski Area - the cream colored commercial structure
situaled on the highway directly befow tho ski hill, An
express office and Unlon 76 1illing station were also on this
property, offering visitors all the conveniences of home
away from home

In 1964, alter 25 years ol operating their Ihriving
business, Don and Bernice Hulf sold the resort 1o Helen
Alrich, Mrs. Alrich's plans included the demohtion of some
of the property’s hopelessly aged siructures and the
upgrading of others, with the construction of addstional
accommodations to follow, However, It was about this
same time that consiruction of the Basin-wide sewer
system was moving through Homewood. The staggenng
cost of connecting the resort 10 the sewer on 8 per-unit
basis, plus the seemingly Insurmountable pile of agency-
generated red tape, finally dissuaded Mrs. Alrich from
pursuing her objective. in 1983, she abandoned her plans _

and s0id the property lo the Topol brothers - Nathan, Peter
and Stoven,

Since that time, the resort has begun 10 show signs of a
rebirth, with the renovation of the Hull's old Snack Shack )
Into a charming lakeside cale, and the rovegetating of the
resor’s grounds - baldipa Jrom vears of trampling fee
«wilh trucklioads of nativo plants. Perhaps the future holds
yet more marvels for visitors 10 Homewood Resorl,
hoarkening 1o times past, when Homewood was, in the
words of Mes. Jost, “all the name impllies™

TN U T R
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“Get 'em
While They're Hot”

The ranted air 1ownd at Tanos s high
A0S 18 AOIONOWE IOF INJUCINg & Pearty
APEetie A aven INe mOst Indillerent sat.
s, and what betier cure lof the mile-high
Mmunches 1han & delectable conul, tasty
WNOwe Of Naky crommsant?

Down INOUgh Ihe 8o, men have hun-
eered ANt reah-Dakad Sedghia, yeol n
Tanoe 1 early days, such QOOds were had
0 come Dy A lew J0cal coltes shops
oftered NOmabated e, wilh A0 0CCANONN!
OO bruc hed in rom Sacramento 10 break
Ihe monolony, yet ine Tahoe area could
Not DOSIL & Proper Dakery prior the mid-
180

However, dunng the latier hall of that
cecade, local entreprenawrs made up for
ost tvme wilh the aimos! simwilanecus
opening Of two Bake 3hops al the north end
of he ke Adout 134 followers of ralsed
dough were delighied 10 dvacover & Ned-
Qhng bakery at north stateline. In 1837,
after several successiul seasons &' the
onginal location (in what is now the Cryy-
18l Bay Steakhouse), this business, known
a3 the Brochway Bakery, moved 10 1he 1og!
of the Brochkway grade, wham & welk
esarned repulation 107 hine Daled goods
continued 10 grow

In 1856, The Brockway Bakery was pur-
chased by the Wanscoat Lamiy who con-
bnwe, 30 years later, 10 oMer a delectable
ass0riment of baked marvels st the same
slorefront establshed nearly hatl a century
ago

A cond Norib Tahoe raised dough
Gapensary, slarted aboul the same ime a3
1he Beochway Bakery, was Hoyt's Dough-
nut King. Located in Brochway Viala (now
betser known as Kings Beach), 1he busi-
Ness advert sed “The Same Famous Dough-
Auts You Mave Enjoyed From Coast To
Coast” and boasted full fountan service in
G0N 10 ther Daked Qoods Mowever,
NS wayside 310p. managed by Roy D
Kelly, did not enpoy the popularnity of s
competition and 1aded from view after only
# lew yoars of operation,

NO discunsion of local bakeries would be

C withoyt mention of the Tahoe
Ll .wm ln..l.r".r. UVWNM

1951, Onginally locased In the Vernon
Bulidng (n 1he slorelront now occupled
by North Shore Travel), the Bury's marve-
lous bakary Quichly earned 8 repulalion as

INe phace 10 O 1or & Laaty vanety of lreals
a8 wall 08 COnvivial conwisalion Wit ine
comlruction of the Selewsy Shopping
Center in Tahoe City, Ine Burys moved 10
Aew Quariens, their proximity 10 the new
Post Office enhancing the spoesl of an
Already pOPUIAT community gathenng
place. Bury 8040 hig INving Dusiness One
YOO PriOr 10 8 30C0Nd refOCaNON, Cavied
by the development of the LigMhowse
Conter. Now localed on the other side of
1he Post Oflice, the bakery continues an
active trade under the ownership of Brian
and Lyna McKeever

A COMPATative newcomer in the resim of
IOCH pastry palaces was the Starz Bakery,
Iocated in the Waterwhoe! budding next 1o
Fanny Bridge in Tehoe City. 841 an¢ Bon-
nie Starz. who first opened The Starz Res-
taurant in 1975 [ the Buliding which had
originaiy been Donaldson’s Restaurant -
later Old Tahoe Junclion Land Company
And now Squaw Yaley Sports) leatured
homebaked Dreads and desserts as can of
Ihavt reguiar meny

The overwheiming populanty of such
fAems as their 13-grain bread and canot
Cake sugpesied Ihe leantuty of & separate
retad Bake shop, and severs! years later,
thew bakery openaed for Business just Sown
the street Assated by Raph Taylor (whose
Taylor's Bakery in Tahos Park had been 2
POpiar s10p in the 1960s), the Starz opers-
BON wis & growing concern, smploying as
many a8 five bakers dunng the busy
summaer monthe

Me_and Mry. S1arz s043 their Dusiness in
1981 10 the Harningtons, fomary of New
Orleans, with Mr. Starz staying on to
Ingtruct the new owners in the ing poinis
of high altitude baking However, under
INe mew Ownership, business 3id not con-
Lnue wilh its origingl success, and the
bakery recently closed its doon

Today hal a doren baheries can be lound
between Tahoe City and normh sialelne,
wilh saversl moce specalty bake shops in
Squaw Valley. And, in spite of the Incress-
g emphasis on deet, with its proNBRONS
A0Ina! Juch Induigence, Ihe Lrge 10 ivoive

TOMOse L with 5 SUrewdo Y KON Or 4 Gheese
Croisaant is a8 slrong as ever AMONg advo-
Calos of culinary grabfication, saswing »
healthy luture for our local bakars.

1"
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By Carol Van Etten

’
Courtesy of The North Lake Tahoe H.stoncal Sociely

NO ONE CALLED T.

In the realm of trailers and housecars, the last few
decades have wrought some marvelous changes. The very
desgnation “tradler” hearkens dack 1o the days when
archetypes of the modern motor coach were kitle more
than transent sheat-melal leardrops which limiled one's
maximum legal speed 1o 25 miles per hour

Hall a century 890, the seasonal nature of Tahoe e in
general jJoined forces with the austere designs ol the early
tow-Dehands 10 encourage their sinctly lemporary use
Tradler Camps ware the rule, with nightly and weehly rates
availadie. Trader livng atthat time actually bore a decided
resemdiance 10 camping, as the first models merely
provded weatherprool portable siorage for one's be-
lonQings rather than any actual sheller or their Owners

However, the fledghng Indusiry was responsive 10 the
buyng pubiic. and enlargements and modificalions soon
rendered the state of the art habitable, at least on an
overrght bass. Tahoe's bne! building season encouraged
the prokferation of these haul+n hacendas, and by 1he
late 18305, permanent trailer "parks” existed in Do ~ings
Beach and Tahow Vista

Today's Tahoe Vista Mobile Estates, a 62 spece park
NOw Managed by Howard and Jan Wilson, Fias hes vive or
six owners dunng ns hall-century of existence. Kings
Beach boasts no less than six traller and RV paras, the
largest and oldest besng North Shore Mobdle Mome Park,
managed by Sue and John Stalford. An addition 1o this
park, In the 19508 increased s capacity t0 45 spaces,
including some for RVs. Several Kings Beach facihties
offer traer Spaces as & supplemant 10 their rental Cadins
These include Blue Waters Lodge and Tradler Park, wath 14
spaces and the Barder famuly’s Hand of Fortune Trasler
Park. with 12 RV spaces in addition 10 s four rental
cabins, O'Bren's Tratler Park, Rainbow Court and Whis-
penng Pines round out the faciliies available in Kings
Beach

Since the early 1970s, a dsmenutive Tahoma trader park,
begun by Paul Silvaa, has provded northeastern El Dorado
County with 3 kmited number of mobile home spaces
Located on 10th Streel, this seven 10 len space faciity is
noOw owned and operated by Bodb Campbell, who pur-
chased the operation on Sdwva’s retirement As earlyasthe
mid-1920s, contracts for deeds issued on the sale of some
wost shore subdivision property specifically prohidited

.+ D8 Prasance Of Ladlacs Aven O 2 LMy DASIS, ANg 88~

8 result, Tahoma I3 the only west shore community where
mobile homes can be found

Art Frodenberg inmtiated the first trailer park in Tahoe
Cily in the early 19508 Between 1948 and 1960, Froden-
Derg had the JOb of gatekeeper Of the outiet dam in Tahoe
City Frodenberg supplemented this income not only by
AN accouniing and tax preparation business. dbutl by
renting out Iraller SPAces 0N the Jrounds surrounding tihe
Gateheeper's residence The sweeping blacktop lane by
which his tenants gained access 10 the traders is stdl in
evidence (oday, 1orming & circle around the property
which 18 now a State Park

Frodenberg's son-in-law, Daryl DeWalt, was s suc-
cessorin ihe j0b of Gateheeper, and continued 10 Operate
the traiker park uniel 1968 when responsibiity for control
of the gates came under the jurisdiction of the Federal
Watermasters Office in Reno and a resident gateresper
wajy no longer needed

The populanty of Frodenberg's traller park kept it
operating a1 capacity, suggestng the practicability of a
second such enterpnse in Tahoe City. About 1955, the
potential 1or another park was roalized when the part-
nership of William Cook and Jim Williamson underiook
the development of a 150-space laciity on the property
directly across the highway from Tahoe Tree Company. -
This venlure, known as the Tahoe City Trader Court (not
connecied with the present Tanoe City Tratler Court)
lasted about three years, making up In color for what it

lacked. in longewiy. Byt Jhe entergn W [
cumbed. leaving a void that was soon filled offorts
of another partnership

7 )
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HEM RVs

In 1959, with the Squaw Valley Winter Olympic Games
less thana year away, the Tahoe area was experiencing a
tremendous “boom,” and new residents seeking year-
round housing were pleased to discover a new Tahoe City
Trailer Court, olfering accommodations which were both
convenient to town and economical for recent arrivals,
who were at the mercy of Tahoe's seasonal job market
The new facility, owned and operated by Earl Peterson
and Mel DelLuca, thnved under their management, the
constant occupancy of its 100 spaces attesting to the local
need for low cost housing

Some vocal Tahoe City residents condemn the only
remaining trailer park. Others pointto the great number of
senior citizens who reside there, retirees for whom the
trailer court represents the only local housing within their
linancial means. In any event, thislargest of North Tahoe's
mobile home parks will keep a date with destiny this fall,
when the Forest Service 1akes over the property on which
it and a number of other businesses are presently
conducted. November 23 is the deadline by which all
residents of the park must vacatle the premises - a
monumental task to be sure, especially in view of the
non-mobile stalus of many of the park’s “mobile homes.”

The closing of the Tahoe City Trailer Court will mark the
end of anere in the realm of local trailering, for though the
operation of other parks on the north and west shore is
sure to continue, the closure will leave the Tahoe City
community totally without such facilities. And whether the
reader considers the demise of this park an aesthetic
improvement Ora social setback, there canbe no denying
that the change will have an important effect on the
demography — as well as the demeanor — of the
community.
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK”

The placsd community of Lake Forest is 8 remnder of
TANOR S 401! Cays INOUGH e e s ety development
SUgPeINd & MmO Duathng futwre. First settement of e
2708 Came AD0Ut 1858, when Homer D Burton Wasd Claem 10
15 LA pde maadowlands of the Creek which now Dears
Nis rame

Burion contnbuted hvs laer share 10 local color, fadii-
cating for his wmIors endiss Grand Wies which 100k up
whar hig Own marveious 1940 ket ot Burion provwded
the Lake's irat schedubed mad sarvice, 5a1Lng (Of rowing)
P seven-100 3009, EDITHBATTY, in a countarcioc kwise
route which 100k hum & week 10 complete. When the
“whoonet,” 83 he prelerred 1O CAll hat, wal rebend o
sarvce in lavor of & faster Doat, Burton used hus larr cralt
43 40 £xCursOn and Rshing bost

When not engaged in manne actinies, Buron found
tvme 10 Cuftivale a large garden, Ine Produce from which
he used 10 supplement the Bl of lare for s seasonal
boardnghouse and campground. Bounklul crops of
Duchwheat, bmothy Ray and cals 383ed 10 the mpuaaton
of the island Farm as a ferbie meadowiand

I the 18808, Burton soid tus JO0 acre fem L Anloce
Russ, whose Rame Graces INe upsiream mascon: of 2
Burton Creex drainage. Russi, & Chvryman wiio petpe-
tuated the arsa's agranan theme, Gad in e 1iids. Russ s
widow marned Franh Walker, & relative of ber it
husdand. and the famety s hOIGINgs DeCamae Lagws a3 Ie
Walker ranch, (he man ROouse of which 31000 near e
present sde of Tamarack Lodge

10 e o8 Delore roads rimmaed the Dasin, Lake Forest
was ihe relueling 5100 of The Lare's s0eamers, and 3 hige
whar! near the present Coast Guard pwr wis An Overwaled
cache 1or COrPweod consumed m INe vessely’ vOrcious
fireboxas. The whar! was approumately 300 feet long. and
Cxpanded 11om & shome wicth of 25 feet 10 8 lerminal width
of 50 fset. The steamer TAHOE alone. in the days belors
she was comened 10 an od burner, CONSUMed Over four
cords of wood per day, 30 the process of supplying her

fuel was monumental. Much of TNE wood wis N sed
Aeary and shidded 1 the whar! Dy leams of horses

NO discussion of Lake Forest would De COmMpiate without
mention of the Fish Matchery. The halchery operabon,
erabianed in 1910in a buideng closer 1o Tanoe City, was

M was not untd the 15008 that Lake Forest could boast
any senous commaercaal actmty Etta Tyler's Lake Forest
Grocery was among early local enterprises cating 10 the
late 15008, Several motels and a hiling stalion also sprang
UP ADOUL IS ime, and 1he DUIAINg Of & Growing Pumber
Of seasonal resdences was aded by the lounaing of
Sayder Lumber Company in 1839

An ad which ran In Tahoe Topecs during the summer of
1948 refiecied the commercial upswing which Lake Forest
enjoyed In Ihe eary pOstwar years. Seven Dusingsses
participated in the adverising campaign, Including
Bacchi's Bar and Restaurant, Pascal's Grocery Siore,
Fingers Beauty Shop, and lurrena’s Lake Forest Res-
Laurant, owned and operated by Gracian and Marguente
Iturreria. Though Lake Forest has always been primanty 8
summer habitation, & 3ense Of SOMe PErmManence was
e3tabhshed with the opening of 4 Branch of the postoifice
on Aprd 16, 1847, wath Lucie Heugs a3 postmestress

Perhaps Lake Forest would De Quite a different place
1oday had it ot Deen [0r & decison of the Callormia
Dvvigion of Highways 10 shoren and straghien the Tahoe
City appeoach 10 the Dollar Grade. In about 1954, the
sweeping. shaded horseshoe now known as Lake Forest
Road ceased 10 be part of Highway 28, and with the
closing of the post office s00n thersalter, the community

e eng virtually aS8UNed TG e mpbion b 1N huidle '

and buatle of neghdonang Tahoe City.
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By Carol Van Etten
Couttesy of The Norih Lake Tahoe Mistoncal Society

Only & fow can still recall the structyure, rising beside
Highway 89 on the curve of the road which marks the
northbound motorist’s last, over-ihe-shoulder view of
Rubicon Point. It was a building of unusual design, for s
twO-810nes had ye! & 1hird level porched abowe the
onclosed portion, thiscompact symmelrncal sappurienance
giving the whole lacade the look of a country schoolhouse
with belfry. This resemblance, however, was lleeting, for
though Bill Warwick's Tower was intended for certain
educational purposes, it was actually a glonhied sandwich
shop, which combined with its simple bill of fare an open-
air public observatory of marvels visible through its two
lofty lelescopes.

It i3 no wonder that the Tower represented somathing of
an oddity. By the tme of the bullding’s construction in
about 1930, its progenitor had long since earned a reputa«
ton for the unusual, and s0 its appearance on the local
NONZON wias the cause of perturbation rather than surprise
AMONg SOMe area ressdents. That the structure was buslt at
Al was owing 1o Warwick's persistence In presenting his
plan 10 Oswald Kehlel, who with his sons, Gecrge and
Fred, was at the me shaping the destiny of neas by Ned-
pling Meeks Bay Resort

it wasonasite inthe Kehlets' Meeks Bay Vista subdivi-
$/0n (actually around the point in Rubicon Bay) that War-
wiCk 30ug it permission 10 bulld his Tower, Just abowe the
subdivision entrance, two adjoining lots fronting on the
highway atiorded a sweeping panomama of the Lake and
SUrrOUNaINg Mmountaing — the perfect location, argued
Warwick, for a roadside cale. Perhaps against his better
judgement, the Senior Kehlet finally agreed 10 Warwick's
proposal, providing the visionary with sulficient lumber
and other materials 10 construct the roadside marvel.
Warwick would be responsible for the bullding and opera-
tion of the eatery-observatory, and in turn, Kehlet would
receive a percentage of the proceeds.

The prominent placement of the telescopes had been
calculated to attract daytime business from the motorists
passing on the highway. The evening trade, it was hoped,
would be comprised of the lively crowd looking lor a bite
1o eat on the way homae [ron an evening of dancing at
Meoks Bay Resort or Hotel Homewood's Pavillion. While
customars enjoyed their sandwiches, donuts and collee,
they could admire the marvelous Lake vista, brought sig-
nificantly closer by feeding the lelescope one thin dime

Unfortunately for Warwick, the popularity of his estab-
lishment was not sutficient to clear a profit. Following only
2 lew seasons of operation, the enterprise was officially

. Prooounced depd, George Kenjels san, fr
demolition of the building, which he and Phil Gler under-
took during several cold spring days In 1834, The lumber

On aClea

Lrecalis the  Ing ordinances (the lirst in El Dorado Counm it did not

was trucked back 10 Meeks Bay Resort, where It was used
in the construction of several rental cabins.

Actually, Warwick's greatest contribution 10 the West
Shore scene was made inadveriently. Change came more
slowly half a century g0 than now, but talk among local
residents in the early 1830s portrayed his restaurant-
obsarvalory as an unweicome precedent to further com-
mercial development in Rubicon Bay. In 1839, the threat of
just such development prompted & petibion drive 10 restrict
allcommaercial developmaent in Rubicon Bay through zon-

e e - —

come 1o fruition 1or hedrty anothel! . byt the
groundwork had been lald, owing in part 10 the brief exist-

ence of Warwick's Tower
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By Carol Van Ettan

Courtesy of The Noaih Lade Tahoe Mistorcal Secwety

MHow 10 CONTuct 8 succem v merchandisng Dusiness
ot Lave Tahoe ? Many & hopelul ventune int0 the maim of
CH retail sales (whether Dilled a8 DOVIIGue O Dargain
baserment) has cOme and Qone in the wink of any aye for
wanof a wokabie anawer 10 hatl Queston Bul purveyors
of Ory QOOUR ANS GEw -Qaws A1 the Lake mus! al 1ip thewr
Mats 10 the Squinels Nest, which snce its founding »
Gecade and & Nl 8GO0 M Deen sOmething of an gty
DOn On the west shore

Regrettably, this s 1he fnal week of that glonous
NP 30, whiCh Closes it GO0 107 the last ime within
1he next fow weeks Meoarnwhile 1he mad wige 1o make one

st pignmage 10 the shnne of the squirrel is proving
Irre s staie 10 the many loysl patrons who feel a sense of
1008 Al i3 impending departure. “BYE BUY BUY™ pro-
claims the duplay wandow, 10f next week will Do 100 late

From the start, Ihe Cestinees of ?he SQuirrel's Nest have
been guded Dy Ihe crealive imagination of Jack
Johannsen, whom ownens John and Cathnne Jane
Metcall Gescnde a8 "Ihe soul O the Dusiness “ W the dim,
far-OM Qays OF 1871, when the NeiCalls conceived e Wea
Of & wost $h0re retail aniemnse which would be some-
thing out of he Ordmnary. JORANAIEN JEMET eminently
Quakled 10 Oversee the venture. Empioyec sl Natima by
Saks Fulm Avenue, JOhanasen Rea peecious Kitlke Lme 10
Gevote 10 Ihe et aDhahment of # 8208 Irem he grownd up,
Dyt Found the Nnew Proect Such 8 plessant deparv e from
e Oty responsdisties INat he Decame Ivcmasagly
nvOived In (13 Operation,

Both Johannsen and he Melcalls wem 3000 combing
the Mother Lode country for switabie merchandise 1o Hil
the racks and shelves of their onginal stom front, an
wnassuming struciure 8l the southesst end of Meadow
Park Resort (now the 1ocation of George Langston's real
estale olfice), 8cross he highway lrom the Meeks Bay
campground. However, the largest part of the inventory
wis compnsed of Johannsen's selections from San
Francisco gift shows, spnnkied with the spoids of the
Metcalfs European Dyying expedibhons.

el L L N

Y it

Witrin & few years of the store s founding, Meeks Bay
Resort was purchased by 1he Forest Service, and the
uncertainty of the entity’s plans for Ihe property sug-
gested 10 the Meicalls that the Ume was Opporiune 10
refocate. Urch's Plumbing Shop, at the south end of the
HOMewood Dusiness district, had been 30id 10 snother |
plumber following Mr. Urch's death, and as the new J
owner had not enpoyed his predecessors success, 1he

e Aam

/02 ),
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property was again 1or sal. Built in 1832, the im-
provements aclually inClyded two struciures. a shop
connecled 10 an acjoining warehouse Dy a cowvered
breezeway. Inthe lirst few years of the Squirrel’'s Nest's
Ooperation al the new location, the warehouse portion of
the complex was leased 10 local bullding conltractor
Clavge Cowan, who used the space 10 store his heavy
equepment “Althatime. explains John Metcall, “we had
NO warehouse as such, As our merchandise came in, i
wasallputoutonthe shelves ™ However, thisarrangement
Could notpersist for long in the face of the buying public’s
enthus asm for the gloriously unique enterprise, and after
a lew seasons the Nestl™ expanced into the warehouse
formenry leased by Cowan

More changes were in the wind, for aboult that time Saks
Fifth Avenue was sold to the Amaerican Tobacco Com-
pany, prompling Jack Johannsen 10 leave the lirm in
favor 0! tyll-time employmant at the Squirrel's Nest. The
02paN3.00 O/ [he busnoas 8140 had prowded space lor the
sd0iton of 8 kilchen, serving an open-air restaurant
1ucked behind the two bulldings amid towering conifers

Continued on page 15

Continved from page 14

Jackie Cook, whose Soupcon Restaurant in Sausakio
aAlready enjoyed wide popularity, was put in charge of
Culinary operations Under her able direction, the res-
Aurant was an immediate success, nearly always sold
out, and olten serving lunch 10 8s many as 200 guests ina
sngle day Some menu entries Dore the names of
coledraled guests, including Judge (Thomas) MacBrige,
Gaill Schiesnger, Brooks Walker, and a personage simply
relerred 10 a3 the "Oid Yellow Dress ™ “Squirrel Juice,” 8
popular house beverage, was a decoction of lemonade
and fresh fruil Jackie's desserts, however, were perhaps
the most memorable of the grand luncheon fare, sach 50
indescribably delicious that choosing among them was a
dilemma of weighty import, and later 1he talk of Trim
Gyms here and abroad

In the early years, Gay-10-0ay managemaent of the retadl
Dusiness was in 1he hands of Elaine Wilcox and her
husband Bull an e x-marne whose persistent study of the
store's merchand:se quickly compensaled for his indial
unfamiianty with anhiques and related wares Elaine
Wilkcox managed the store for several seasons, byt the
gitficult winters aggravated Bell's heart Condition and the

" couple linally had to bow oul of the operaton

Maragementof the slore wasihen assumed by Maureen
Edlestein, who stepped up from her position as
salesperson Shortly alter her promobon, Maureen mar-
red Cralg Kjelte, ang when their son George was bormn
she relired from the |00 i O1der 1O Cevole more bme 10
her family

In recent yoars, Johannsan's genius 10r disdlay design
and M3 Cook's wonderful culinary skills have been
complemenied by the able management of Nancy Wil-
hamson, who ke Mrs. Kpolto was also a former sales-
person al the store Now in her Hifth season at the “Nest.”
Nancy looks back over the expenence with fond re-
flection. "'We have not been a store of necessity,” she

, Txplans “We sell everything people dont need

It 15 10 the slore's non-essential nature that she
attnibutes its populanty, acdng that patrons have ooked
forwatd 10 & visit there as a social event as much as a
shopping expedition. The Squitrel s Nestincludes among
its regular chentele a numbder of well-known celebrilies
and members of Society. On any given day, amic the
bustling throng of shoppers may be found a few lamous

403, 8g0Q, like the rest. with the marvelous decor

Bul 3000 it will be only @ memory Jack Johannsen,
whose uniquely whimsical animal portrantures (8 major
featute Of the store’s dasplays) are Linding increasing
favor with collectors, plans 10 devole more lime 10 his

v PANGNG. ARG, INGUGN, Quer The lagt aaxersl yesrs the

Metcalls have made some effort 10 find & buyer 10r thelr
business, they Could Giscover NO sullable successdr 10
conbinue under the Squirrel's Nest name
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On The Waterfront

What more delightiul 3pot 10 enjoy day's fading light
1han at the edge of Tahoe's walery expanse, perhaps
sippeng & cool beverage while listoning to the lap of waves
against the pdings supporting an over-water lounge? This
sentiment is hardly & naw 0ne. In fact, the Imdition goes
backoveracentury to the early 1870s, when residents and
visitors (o the Tahoe scens were already delighting In the
liquid refreshment dispensed by two over-waler bistros
then in operation,

The earliest of these was established by J. B. Campbell
and James O. Forbes adout 1873, The saloon was glven
the name Campbeil's Cusiom House, 83 it was the popular
custom of gentiemen wailing for the sisamer to indulge in
2 drink to while away the ime belore boarding. Campbell's
structure, supported by & crib pler, also housed the
community’s post office, and leatured further entertain-
mant on the premises in the form of a two-lable billlard
parior (one table for men, the other for ladies), According
to EB. Scott's Sape of Lake Tahoe, the Custom House
siructure (by the turn of the century under the proprietor-
ship of Campbell's brother, Amazia Franklin Campbell)
wis desiroyed by the high water of 1807,

The demise of the Custom House left only one over-
water bar on Tahoe's California shore, This was John
McKinney's clubhouse, built in 1875 on the whad of his
Hunter's Retreal. McKinney had settled the West Shore
sile (localed midway between the present communities of
Tahoma and Homewood) a dozen years earlier, carving
from the wildemess & rustic resort which soon grew 10 8
full quarter-section of land, including 13acres of lakefront,
From the first, McKinney's two-story clubhouse was a
popular watering hole for steamer passengers and resort
guests akke, this populanty continuing unabaled under
the propristorship of Dave Chambers, who purchased the
property in 1920, changing its name 10 Chambers’ Lodge.

By 1900, two morme over-waler drinking establishments
had made theirdebuts atthe Lake. The lirstof theso wasa

MENERISE 3 YR S pacae gy "

structure located on Sugar Pine Point, part of ashortdived
enterprise known as Bellewue, Founded by Captain W.W.
“Bllly™ Lapham, this holsteiry was snother of the hall-
dozen wosl shore steamer siops of the day. In addition 10
Its saloon, the overwater clubhouse also featured &
barbershop and post office, the malidrop being officlally
cesignated “Sunbeam.”

Lapham’s venture, which opened in the spring of 1888,
wis virtually wiped out flve years later when & fire swept
through the premises, levelling all the shoreward struc-
tures, Including & two-and-one-hall story hotel, sevaral
coltages and & horse livery. Though the whar and
clubhouse were saved, Ihis conflagration brought an end
10 Lapham's operstion, and the clubhouse bullding was
s0ld to Ephraim “Yank™ Clement, whose own hoslelry
(Cascade House)-had met the same Incendiary fate
several years eariier, Clement barged the clubhouse 1o his
property at the south end of the Lake, where, situated
firmly on dry land, it became his second Cascade House,

Baginning about 1899, E.J. "Lucky” Baldwin's hostelry,
The Taltac (originally owned by Clement and then known
a3 Tallac House) provided over-waler cocklail service at
the south end of the Lake, Here two bars on the wharl
offered reson guests a tampting array of liquid refresh-
ments, served in elegant style by white-coated barkeeps.
“The Saratoga of the Pacific,” as Baldwin's resort came 1o
be known, faded from the scene shortly alter his death In
1908, and In spite of his dauvghter’s elforts 10 revive the
concern, It closed Its doors forever within a few years and
was tom down in 1827,

While a number of local establishments still dispense
spirits from lakeside locations, only a select fow can
actually clalm to serve their customers on the water.
Oidest of these (by a full century) s the Chambers’
Landing Bar, which continues the tradition established by
John McKinney In 1875 and perpetuated by Dave
Chambers hall a century later, This historic structure, in
spite of its several renovations, rataing something of Its
original Niavor with a decor which recalls its earier days.
The interior walls are covered with over-sized photo-
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By Carol Van Etten
Courtesy of The North Lake

Tahoe Historical Society

posters whichdepictthe enterpnse in yearsgone by, This
histonc barcanbe reached either by boatorbycar, andis
open to the public daily. Situated in the lee of tall conifers,

Chambers Landing Bar is a pleasant spot to enjoy a
cocktail, with dinner available a few short steps away at
the site’s own restaurant, alsc open 10 the public.

Considerably mora recentin origin, yet destined to make
its own place in history, isthe Tahoe Vista lounge known as
Captain Jon's. Proprietors of this establishment, which is
acjacentto the La Pelil Pierrestaurant, invite customers to
take their boats 1o dinner. The invitation is enthusiastically
accepted, for on any summer night in the enterprise’s
ample marina float a variety of vessels, ranging from classic
mahogany runabouts and launches to the latestin fiberglas
saillboats and cruisers. While manne patrons enjoy a
sunset cocktail on Captain Jon's carpeted breakwater,
they can keep a walchful eye on their precious watercraft
The barand restaurant aiso provide valet parking for those
arnving by more conventional transportation

While a number of other restaurants and bars - some
accessible by boat - offer spirils, steaks, seafood and
sandwiches at the water's edge, only a few can boast the
special thrill of a anink or dinner on the water. A visit to one
of these concemns recalls the day when steamers 3élivered
pnvileged chientele to their dnnking and dining destina-
uons ... atradition which, with a littie imagination, can stll
be enjoyed today.
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THE LAKE TAHOE
SHHORELINE SURVEY

Lake Tahoe om0y 8 long-standing
ePUtARON A8 & mecca Tor ahulterbugs
SEATALCAnE report thatl Emeraid Bay 19
Number 2w populanty a8 & subgect in
ANy WiCLen Awne 1he world Over
AN O 1OCH viens Sraw 1Pt share wl
CAME M- 100AG WO I INg earhiedl yoars
of 1t sethement the Tanoe Basin already
had its medsure Of 9lass piate Cheomuciers
and s AtATuR A4 2 Dialate nawgable
waternay d 10 1y eatly phobographic
SOCUMeniabion, the SCenc vilue Lahing &
Bach seat 10 gl concems

A reConraismance oot conduw g by
Ihe Lake Tahow Protographec Shomiine
Sutvey duning 1he summer of 1918 pee
SEEVER & record of Ihe Laka s Mgel Migh
waler lowl eateeded i YoAr 44 the
reservoir hiled betung e rawlycomplete
Oubet works The survey was conducied
for the Deparimaent of e iInkenor ang the
Bureau of Reclamation as o resull of
Whgahion inibated by & sCaltered growp of
akeiront property oeners who had suf
fored the raveges of Megally impounded
waler al sevetal DOInts along the porton

OF the MO 20N

Continued on nest page

Emarnid Doy comp D¢ Laws
Ravst and Basl howie = e
tanier. Late Tohoe Shame Line
vy Joty 18 TR




Continged lrom page 10

The CLass ACHOM Sl pradeited Dy INEME OnNors ahich
came 10 be Anown as the Five Cased” 1o0umed 1he
fodeial CAmara fena 00 wpols wheie Ngh waler had
DIOVEM damage 10 improvements. For 1has reason, ihe
Aty Suney pOVaes & veluable recoid of some of INe
LAAS S sarhesl hadiahions and habits, Capluting old
Tahoe o Al Vi marveious Benpheity. Thiough he leny of
21000 400 PYDAC servant, we 500 & Wanquikly Iong oM 10
eptory Clapboard and canvas piavad, while here and
1here A DINOI QUNgeIDIead O COJarDAIN HI0ING Qives a hint
ol permanence. The paths are ined wilh 1he gramie
droppings of the Gods, and peeled saphing rails gude
AOING YaCALONINE Oul ONNO Lentative hnger peers

Beochway HOla! i3 Diding & new Dalh house i 1he
summae Of 1918, and in Emerald Bay, campers 100k 104+
ward 10 1he dadly arrival of the Steamer TAHOE while they
mess A00uL 1A wOOden rowboals, ish and sun Along the
willgwed shore In 1he dustance. INe vala i3 All Immorial
handvaork, 10 Lora Moore Xnight has yel 10 place her
VWaIngaholm castie al Ihe headlands of Ihe Bay ke a
crown jewel. The Lime is other « slower. The pace 1s
serens. Mombders of the survey party, diessed in Iheir
wOorking Qard, seem hardly L0 inbiwde in10 Ihe Iy e vew

Incontrast, & Follow-up survey COnducted in the lan of
1930 is & much more thorough record of the shomling
IhaN s predecessor. Duning e 14 intervening years, the
number o shore 20Me siryciures hay inCreased astro-

nomically, The national mamna 1or 10 I avel encOwaged
Ihe COMplebon Of & passabie rOACd 8round iha Lave. giwng
188 10 COuntioss resorls and camps The subtwvison of
shorehine peoperty 3000 followed. And I1he Gosre lor

SCCOM 10 The waler — alll the man artery for trane
PONANOA == DIOWgNI New SNOLE L0MD deveiopment of all
Lingds

The ot 0F Ing 1800 survey 1w Il oo mamanious
A IwO-vOolume compandeium of pholos and uther date
mearly Tour inches in oMl Ihcaness The careluily
CAMAIOgued PRONOS AOCUMEN] B MUCh lower wale! lavel
hat year, lolowing several Grought sedsons While
nlanibely more enlondive IR COlOCHON ache he Chaim
ol e sartier survey Perhaps the Seclineng weatherof the
Iall oxpedition was & 1achor in this contiast By Iave
November, 1030, Tahos had already had is lirsl dusting
Of snow A1 Lake level and INg iImpending winier avdeni wn
1hese pHOIOS lends & QlOom 10 Ihe KOCA! scene

AnOInerchange which pgnihcantly alters ihe sesihelics
ol e later COIMCHON 18 INal Ihe dincreat delinition(B el

Characiersnc of ine 0l Natdinsaned, large-10rmal

of 1918 are replaced n the 1830 study by half-aze
gloses A magnitying Qlass I8 requared 10 Pk Out Gelad
in these pholos. This sutvey, 100, I8 nevertheless &
Ueasure, ROBNG SIruCiutes within INe shom 20ne which
suMed more than hall & cenlury 890, many since
Gosiroyed by the forcos of 1he Siecra wealner

Had hbgaton brouwgM againat enbhes of the Feders!
Qovemnmeninot necessiialed Ihis sludy, perhaps no such
ovely COCUMeniabion would have COme INIO S uslance
10Me Cases, the survey PhOIOE May represeni the only
16<0ed 0! wnce-vanghed private wharves and othes shore
1008 MIuCIutes. And hough thign itsell has 8 Dearing on
modedn legal Considerations, the survey is parhaps even
MO IMPOAnt 88 & windaw 0n the past which Can now
be enoyed by s

Do house under CoMInIton
neal b e Bvothmay Mol n
e il Lake Tohos Molegraph
$horn Line Surwey, Moy 15,1904
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By Carol Ven Etten g

Lake Tahoe’s Log Cabins

The Les of repding 0 8 109 CADN BOIGS & romande
appeal 10 many people. Perbaps il o Ihe MIOUgHE of knmng
rmounced Dy trees in thesr nedr-nalural siale which
Deckons tHe rushc m us 10 return 10 & Mmpler Lime,
Certanly the 2spect of SimphiCily was AN Imporant sle-
ment in the use of log Consiruchion Dy early settiers of ey
and other Iorested areas, INOUEh their Concems were
ubditanan rather than aesthetic, Logs were plentiful and
eanly acapted 10 use 83 8 Ahelter, and in the absence of
mull they had NO DAChwoOds #Gual 33 & Dusiding malenal

The oldest siructure still standang on 1he West Shore
was predicladly buit of logs. Localed near the mouih of
General Cree (now pariof the property of the Sugar Pine
Pont State Park), thes cabin was consiructed by General
Wilham Prupps in 1870, the second log resdence budll by
Prepps 0n the quarier secthon of land 10 which he had list
1d Clawm & Cecade earher

The onganal Piupps caben, als0 of 109, had been Dl in
1863-) 41088 Ihe Creek 10 Ehe NOMN Mrom the laler 5.0
The first structure, with i3 aCCOmMpPanyng log Dam, was
Dall wiih decidecly less Care Than s SuCCessor, beng
comprised of sawiogs placed wiih Only Passing atenton
10 it or Chunlung. I Contrast, Prupps second West Shove
FERIENCe represants the AD0N0uUs eMorts Of & Dachwoods
crafaman In hig struCture. eaCh massive KOg Nas Deen
hewn 1O 3Quareness with Ihe Droad Diace of a shalifuliy-
wiced adze, and thus Lined 10 is Neghbonng log with
SMRa! Precauon

The only other Anown Dudding at 1he Lake which uses
s type Of 10 Cconsiruchion 13 1ound at the Cascace
Stables, south of Emeraid Bay. Buvit in the Hope Valley
(south of the Lake Tahoe Bamn) Defore the turn of the
Century, INis small 109 struciure wias one of several such
Cabns Naued Dy Ihe EDnght family 10 thew stabdles
property about 1820 Today, it k3 the only survivor of the
ONgnal grouwp, Now serang the Ebnghls a8 & siorage
Duideng for Ndng Lck and equesinan supphes

Tanoe City i3 Ihe present-day location of several log
Cabwns, 10 Oide st Deung the Watson Cadin, nest o the Big
Tree o tha Sireetsn the center of 10wn. Now the ste of The
Potier s Whaet. 13 buiding was onginally bt in 1800 by
Rodent Monigomery Watson as a honeymoon coltage for
et 500 BOD and new bride, Steila. Followsng the Watson s
oCCupancy, the Busiding Decame Munt's Gift Shop, where
Fom and “Mushy” Munt 804 Incaan wares [or a generation
Tocay, Ithe two4lory Caben s hsted in the Natonal
aq.m of Hstonc Buildings

B N b T U= L F_FE L W8 W

A S0CONa Walson-Dudl l0g Cabw 18 IoCaed several
DIOCAS Awdy ) e snadow Of the Pepper Tree inn Tha
Droad-eaved, ONe-slory slruciure was Inlended 10 dup-
hcate e Yukon cabin occupied by Robert M Walson
aunng his adventure in the Klondie Gold Rush. and i3
appropnalely named 20 Below Duscovery Cabin ™ Both
Watson cabins are Construcied of closely-flted round
Og s, with e interstibal spaces stulfed wiih cahum This
malenal. mace of treated rope hbers, was a 5o of early-
Gay insulathion which compensated for Ine lack of con-
formity between logs

M.

A0 slandng on e Weet Bhome
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Meons Bay »
109 cabins The
brothers«ndaw
Counlry ranchet
he bay in 1584
ihere undd 1892
Jum s Drother, G
from the Westhal
Dave Chambers ¢

|
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Log Cabins

catun 18 located sowveral
he Pepper Tree Inn. Thus
e was intended 10 dup-
ed by Robert M. Watson
ndike Gold Rush, and 1s
v Discovery Caben " Both
d of closoly-hitted round
(stylfed with oakum, This
“bers, was a sort of early-
ated for the lack of con-

g

ol i 1870, 1he Genenal
2 slanding on ihe Wesl Shore.

Meoks Bay was also the scene of two pre-Depression
log cabins. The oider of these was buslt in 1920 by
brothers«n-law, Jim Murphy and Luke Morgan, goid
country ranchers who had taken it 10 & section of land in
the bay in 1884, operating a dairy in the meadowlands
there untd 1892, when the partnership (which also included
Jum's brother, George Murphy) leased McKinney's Resort
from the Westholl family. On the sale of McKinney's o
Dave Chambers in 1920, Jim Murphy and Luke Morgan

Continued on next page
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Courtany of The North Labke Taros Malercal Socwry

“Sidney Ehrman Day”

! The wiuar focus of Ihes Column 4 0N swenis and

PETROAaLtes of INe g, iR Mille menhion grwen the
| MOSem Gy (84 v OCCARONE) DNel lerences NeCesATY
10 BAng local MatGry nto Deller perspech v ). Mowe ey,
AAGWNLON Mg wadh § CAMNACAT MIBNTS SuCh & MmArwious
PTGy WD O IOC ! pesteryears 1Rl | Geserve g menton
Mere Satirday, Auguat 14 the cate of Bhs 400 DaCk
Bme, 10 Be Patd 8t Sugar Pine Pot State Park. appvo s
Malnly 0N mule s0uth of Tanoma on Tanoe & Wesl Shom

This event, bied a8 “Sudney Enrman Day.” s an
MIampt 1o recrate Ihe amomnt atmosghere Of & West
SNGrw summar of ha & contury 890, 8311 was #njoYed by
edents and guets &l Pne Lodge Ongwalty 1he
ummar relreat of (Pe aas Hellman lamdy of San
Francisco, 1hve massive grarvte lodge and the 1,900 acre
POpATy whCh Surrounds il werd ACQared Dy the
Cahtomea State Park sytiem in 1963 it was loBowng the
marnage of Hetbmans Seughler Floence 10 Sceey
Mummmmmtmuw
Enrman Esute

From the Tahoe Basn's sarfiest setver .
| played an sssental role in the Lves of koc
| bewng the only satabie means of local *

PN IO e Cove lopment Of & Paved Mphaey Cuthng he
Lave Dy 1900 100 yoar e Lodge was compiated. the
Qe sl 8nd MmOt coOMIOnadle Ing 13 e Lake Degen by
il Southem Pecdc sernce estended a5 'ar as Truches
wham passengers tranglemed 10 & AMOw Qlupe e
whiCh rought them the remavwng 14 mules 10 the Tance
Tavern Thes mapeshc MAsshom hostelry. IOCAMG One
mude s0wth of he Lase oubelin Tahoe Cily was desgned
Oy Watier Danlorth Blss. the same archviect retaned by
aas Hellman 10 depgn Pne Lodge

FOur 4Com yearns 800, I COwPAth which Connecind
Tanoe City wih the West Shore made overtand iravel all
Dt MMpOAADIe, 0 80 oM there, The Inp COnknued by
water COMmMercial passenQe! sarce wis available 1o he
@eneral pUBAC 0 (he 1orm Of aleam BOAlE. mOM lamous
Aamong Tese deng the 5 5 TAHOE. A veniadie Nosbng
palace whuch ccied e Lake daily wn summaer, the sialely
TAMOE pchand v and Selivered DAsSENQers, mail and
fraght ot wel over 8 COXN $I0D8 BIONY I COUNbEC-
Clchwae rOvie

A 20 select Growp of ravelien, Bound 1o Ihe prvate
€3l 'a ) aNCh JOUS T West SAG, wits greeled ot T

} wRAMLCS lnrmunug of tIhe Namow Qauge Dy one of the
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privale launches, cruisers or sedans maintained by sach
eslale for 1he convenience of 13 residents and guests
These handsome craft ware the floating limosines of the
Lake, amalier yo! no less opulent than their commercial
counterparts

The Ehrman ostate was well-represenied by vintage
watercralt, with two of the most famous family boats st
alive and well on the Lake. The older of these, custom
buiitfor the Enrmans in 1822 by Feliows and Stewart, isa
36-1001 cabin launch known as the COMET. This sleek
eye-Calcher, now owned by the Owen Owens family,
once transported the Ehrmans and thelr guests 10 and
from their appointed dostinations in grand siyle

An open forward cockpit placed the COMET S marine
chauffeur out of earshot of the passengers, who rode
further aft, eitherin a separate enclosed cockpilorinan
open lounge in the stern, The boel's epoointments
included wickerfurniture and a large ovalhife ring allixad
10 the roof of the enclosed cabin, against the possibiiity
of a marine disaster

The Ehrman’s daughter Ester’s taste in boats ran more

,}fmhye Continued from page 18

CHEROKEE, a name she retains 10 this day. The onginal
four-Cylinder Hall-Scolt engine, not suited 10 the n-
creased horsepower requirements of Tahoe's high alb-
tude, has since been replaced Dy a larger power plant, but
the boat is otherwise essentially unchanged, and 1oday
Canstill be seen In West Shore walers with owner Lawrence
V. Meicalfl at the whee!

Both the COMET and the CHEROKEE will be on
display at the State Park pler on Saturday in the company
of & number of their mahogany conlemporaries. In
addition to this marine display, vinlage autos such as
those which might have visited the estale in the later
pre-war years will also be shown. Some participants will
Do woarnng penod costumes, and a trunk showing will be
presented, The Reno Brass Quartet is scheduled to
periorm music of the pericd, and a photo display on the
history of Lake Tahoe's mal boats will be on view.

Hours of the Sidney Enrman Day festivibesare 10a.m.
10 4 pm. Your attendance at this event will be well
rewarded by a variety of activities which can be enjoyed
by the whole family

toward speed that stateliness, and a few years aler
purchasing the COMET, Pine Lodge took dolmﬁiqn\

one of the newly-popular runabouts then being manu-
factured by the Belle Isie Boatand Engine Company. This
gleaming three-seat speedster, known as a Bearcat,
shared its model name with an automobile counterpart
builtby Stutz. Featuring a raised deck, the boat was fitted
with brass hardware. since In 1825 (the year of her
manufacture) chrome was not yet availabie.

In keeping with the local popularity of Indian ap-
peliations, the Ehrmans christened their runabout
Continued on page 27
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Captain Richard Barter
Hermit of Emerald Bay

Of all Lake Tahoe's wonders, there Is
noNe 30 well known nor widely sought out
by visiton 10 the region as Emerald Bay.
Even 13 name suggests enchantmend, yel
most who make their pligrimage to the
charmed inlel would agree that any name
bestowed by manfalis shortof adequately
descriding the site’s magnlicence.

While modem-day throngs gather to
wilness this beautiful scene fint-hand, the
site was in earlier days the domain of &
single soul, whose Isolation.eamed him
the nickname “Hermit of Emennid Bay.”
“Captain Dick™ Barter was the name of this
singularty-diessed individual, hired in 1853
10 overses the property of Ben Holladay,
Jr. 800 of the overland stagecoach baron,

As the sole year<ound resident of the
alpine retreal, Barter had nO permenent
Peighbors within 15 miles. Holladay's 0wn
Nve-room, two-slory residence al the
northwest end of the Bay was only occu-
pied In summer, and s0 the adjacent
cottage which served as Barter's ¢igs was
effectively cut off from “civlization” for
the balance of the year. A second resl-
dence bulit by Barter on the south side of
the Bay's rockyisland put him even further
out of communication with the oulside
world,

Barter, an old English seaman whose
reputation for s prodiglous sicoholic cape*
city soon became legendary, seemed 10
thrive In his Isolated surroundings, ven-
turing out Dy skiff or on his self-duilt slocp
whaen westher permitted. The changabillity
of local meterciogical conditions some-
times worked 10 Barter's detriment, how-
over, and many & night saw him progress-
Ing through angry seas, propelling himsalf
by alternate pulls on oars and jug until he
had gained the wharf and made fast,

Barter had more than one brush with
Coath related 10 just such Inebriated jour-
neys. One such trip in 1870 resulted in his
capsizing olf Rubicon Point, having been

biown far off course by an unexpecied
pale. Wnile not fatal, this mishap cost the
“oid salt” several 1008, which became [0+
2en and Qangrenous s A result of Me hay-
Ing spent a numbaer of hours submerged in
the Lake's chilly walers. Following his
sell-amputation (sikded by the samae spirits
which had contributed 10 the necessity of
the operation), Barlar kept the toes in a
box, displaying the gory specimens 10
visltors 10 Hiusirate the story of his narrow
escape from the clutches of death,

“Caplain Dick”™ believed that he might
have the good fortune 10 die & natural
death, and 1o thatend he aboced countiess
hours on Emeraid Isle, hewing & tombd out
of the unyseiding granile prominence, He
bullt & small frame structure Over Lhe
excavetion 1o shield It from the weather,
and Jet it be widely known that it was his
wish 10 be buried In the Island grave

Such was not 10 be his fate, however, In
Octaber of 1873, another of Barter's
{rustrious expeditions In search of drink
and companionship spelled his end, En-
route Irom Tom Rowland’s Cusiom House
on the south shore, Barter's faithlul sloop
NANCY was once again drven off course,
only 10 be dashed ageinst the rocky
Rublcon Point,

A search party reported sighting the
remaing of the splintersd crall, and re-
covered & single carfound ficating neardy.
The second oar did not materialize until
four months later, causing local Inhabi-
tants to specudate that Barter had taken it
down with him, and only later released itto
ratun 10 the surface.

Though never officlally recognized by
cartographars, (he name “Dead Man's
Island™ remains In popularuse by manyto
this day, 8 memorial to the plans and
preparations of Richard Barter which
proved 10 be no malch for Tahoe's awe-
some displays of wealher,

[rommm ree dy gy V(W EEaEILg N
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Oewr Jatroe Herdle

CASTLE

In recent ysars, Ihe on-again-off-again of Lake
Tahoe's Norih Shore cannos have encouraged many
Sierra-Dound gamblers 10 seek 1he soulh end of e Lake
Yol some obsorvers with an eye 10 the fulure Delieve that
the North will tise agam, ciling as slrong evidence the
reopening of Cal-Neva Lodge, Tanoo s 0ldes! Casno

Evenbelore Tahoo bocame widely known as s mile-hegh
paming paradise, Cal-Neva was engaged in a healthy
1ra0e with quiie a diiferent basis real estate promotion. i
100mMs A COmmon sales tachic of the day prompled the
construction of the lirst Lodge, which included a dancehall
and cabing among its rustic olferngs

In aninterviow conducted by the Oral History Depart-
ment of Ihe University of Newvada, Reno, north shore
legend Norman Btz (one of Cal-Neva's long line of
ownen) descnbed the club’s humble beginnngs Bob
Sherman built the Cal-Nova a3 # guest house,”™ Duitz
oxplaned, 30 Il wasnl open 10 1he pubic N was where
Ihey LOOA Prospects 10 soll roal estate 10.”

“Tne Cal-Nove was opened in May of 127, D7tz waenl
on. I gotthere during that month, or maybe var'y Juns. I'd
savod up a little money - | had & few thousand Sodars, but |
gotgambing It xInT take long - here | am, broke again,
Nol only broke, but | had written some checks | couldnt
cover. S0 owing Sherman thes money, | went 10 work ™

The arrangement worked out well, acconding 1o Bultz,
And 500N Ne was Dusy peddiing real estate for Sharman
“We had thirty or forty thousand lots drawn out on paper,”
Biltz recalled, “We used 10 sell them off fhe map We had
whal thoy call “tiat stores™ in San Francisco, Fresno and
Bakarsfiold - all over the state of California. We'd have
lunch sometimes, with lectures every hall hour. We'd get
people in there and ihen we'd show Ihem pholographs of
(he Lake and soll thom with & low down, and pay or their
ticket 10 Tahoe ™

“The only way 10 gel there then wilh any degree of ume
orsalety was by train,” Biltz explained. “The train ran right
into Tahoe City. And then we'd get them up there and
maybe they'd buy & $350 or 5400 lot that would be
prodably hat way 10 Truckee . . . | remember INal yoar wo
804d 17,00010ts up ot Lake Tahoe This was greal unbl the
Depression came, and then we got it all backr™

Btz proved 10 be & whiz at the real estate game, and
belore long Sherman owed him about $45000 in com-
missions. Unable 10 pay, the deweloper linally agreed 10
Ngnthe Lodge over 10 Btz In need of cash for biggerand
PR EITE
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The Col-Navs s Nan Looge deviraped » 1037 by iw

DOl Pramolons, INe New OWNer in turn S0 the property
10 the parinerhip of James McKay and Wilkam Graham
This ime the pnce was $65.000, and the partnership gave
Bl ten percont down, wilh Ihe Dalance due at the end of
the season,

Things seemed 10 be going Bultz's way until the ciub’s
gala reopening. when he once again let the gambling bug
getthe best of him. The next alterncon, still groggy In the
wake of the merry celebration, he learned that his pravious
evening's losses had erased the dedl compilalely. “I'd lost
the $58.000." sasd Beltz, "Dut they wore very Qood 10 me,
Theyloaned me $500t0 get out of tlown. It was s very lovely
spol, Cal-Neva, in those days ™

McKay and Graham would have been quick 10 echo that
sontiment. Their fortunes were in Nower, lor persistent
lobbying eftorts in favor of legalized gambhing in Nevada
linally pad off eary in 1931. According 10 Buitz, Nis
SUCCE3SOrs wore the first to capxialize on the new legis-
latbon, opening the doors of thesr lormdy-cll-cu casino o

the genoral public. Business boomed

Built on the boundary between Califormsa and Nevada,
Cal-Neva enjoyed & unique locabion — and one not
overiooked by the press. During the winter of 1831, »
popular Broadway play caled LIGHTNIN' took for its
Se1NND just SuUCh & line-straddiing struciure. YWAN the
arrival of good weather, the Tim version of author Frank
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( '09)

‘A




By Covold Van F1ten
Couriany of The North Lake

Tohow Miniorcal Socty

W

- SKY

Vacon s slage play was shootng on location at Cal-New
with Wil Rogers (Dy Ihat ime & hgure of Miernatonal
colebnty ) playing the lead

The LOGQe 8 rusiC inlenors served 23 8 perfect Dachdrop
1o several SCONEs In he Tum. Lichen-Covered Qranie
1Ormations protruded Mo the LOOQE § Jwing room where
i1 mel the rvgged siope of the hdil, and unpeeied l0gs
tormed DOh @ X1eNOr And INENOr wally, NeNg 10 exposed
rafers from which Quasnlly Contrived Chandehers were
sapended. Rambow (rout was the house specally, its
freshness 288 uIed Dy the presence Of & rock holding-poot
n One Comar Of the Guning r00Mm IN1O which flowed &
CONBNUOUS CASCA0N Of DUDDANG. Stream-Cold waler While
popular musicians held sway 1rom the Dandstand besde
the immense SIONe hearth, dancers crowded the oor,
Sown the center Of whiCh was pasnied & kng purporing 10
Sroe the two slales

The tame of the enterprise. spurred on by its assccation
with & PODULET MOV, DIOUPNT INCreased Dusine s &3 skl
more tame. Will Rogers and 8 numbder of other Mok ywood
lumenanies had boen frequent weiors on the norh shor
dunng the production of LIGHTNIN', and of hese, some
returned in later years, heiping 10 enhance he mpulation
of e enterprise

But the ghtier and glamor attracted another son of

:-Mh." 12

e Looges Connantal Bar, ehch Owngored 1ochy
Valehne POt and 1he erpanse of pristied lene Leyond

Under Remmer s succemor, “Sardy” Adler, 1he guavy
Ol sntentaniment impeoved il further ard e Los ngs
began 10 resembie 8 Twel Town WIos Who Ceacnpe
Jemal. Judy Ganand, Net Cole and a hot of egueiy-
lamous slars heddhned st the Lodge. Orawwg slandng
100m only crowds 1rom the Fourmt of July 10 Labor Dey

| | Howewer, the chub's populanty a8 80 enterisnment
C paradne reached e peak dunng the regn of Aders
| puccessor, the King of the Rat Pack - Oid Blue Eres
Durning Frank Sinatra’s teem of propretornshp, the enter-
I c-nu and hus loyal handtd of Inends lent thew uaue
y'e 10 1he eslablishment. seemeng 10 thumb thew Noses
Al suthonty in all it forms. But the enormous spoesl of
hese premeer enlerianers Could NOt Overcome whal e
Nevada State Gaming Commusson wiewed a8 ihed
A30CAN0NS wiith orgamzed crime Overrubng Senatra »
legal appeal, the COMMIBMON revOR 80 his Qa™ING hiarse
forcing Mg sale of the Lodge and Brnging 10 an end &
coloriyul era at the North Shore

Cal-Neva's fortunes have nsen and lallen ence Fresno
busine ssman Rod Cloud 1ost hws gameng keanse afler oniy
w0 years O 0peration Over a siot-Cheating scandal. and
when San Mated wheeler-Cealer Jon R Perrolon arranged
10 buy 1he business for $17 mdhon, s fravd n the
secwring of a loan for purchase squashed the deal

As 1988 began, Charles Biuth acquired the famous
property. and sance hat me has Deen working 10 return
Cal-Neva 10 its lormer glory. Earber thus month, Bluth was
granied his gaming hcense, and the Lodge 18 now in 1l
operaton. Biyth's intent 10 revilaiize the OPeralion n-
chudes renovabion of the “Indan Room™ 10 s ongwnal

element, and & Certain unweicome infamy began fd be

assocaied with the Lodge when frequent vistabon of
underwond ligures inspired rumors of shady In-house
pursudts. In 1837, & fare swept through the main Lodge,
leawing it a pde of ashes, and speculalion of arson was
grven impetus Dy the sustence of bunks of lumber all
ready at hand in the Lodge parking ot on the night of the
blaze - malenals from which the new Cal-Neva wa
Qusckly Dusit.

Though a conclusive case for the McKay-Graham part-
nership’s connection with the underworld was never
Geweioped, investgation eventually established enough
ewdence 10 COnNnCt the pair 1or mad fraud, and their long-
Lme manager, Eimer “Bones™ Remmer Decame the owner
of record. Under Remmer's gusdance. business con
10 boom, with the shady aspect of the establishment
helping 10 Increase s lame. Luxury amid ruslic elegance
was the bDyword. Whie “Cally” Hoiden's Band (Tfrom
Moweland®) played “smart musc.” diners enjoyed the
unequaled claging o™ The Castieid thd i or tippled »

Continued on next




oy

NORTH TAHOE WEEK Aug. 28 - Sepl. 3, 1986 Page 13

The bustiing Cal-Neva Lodge dwing its R yasy

1ppearance by remowving a lacade buill ovel
ockwork during Cloud's tenure, and an upgrad
other lacihities. Long-time patrons of the grand aalabl
nent look forward to these changes in the Lake §
gaming establishment — a return 10 the Oays wiw
Neva was truly “The Castie in the Sky

{an
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The Year Round Club

The flist flakes may yot be larof!, but the
paming of Labor Day, iraditionally, the
hatmark of spproaching autumn, has never-
theless Imbued the atmosphers with &
finality which cannol be denied. The
majonty of casual residents have el the
NI for the season, whils rebirees and
others enviably oblivious to the school
calendar stay 0n, enjoying the breezy sun
of Septembder,

A3 (he days grow shorter, Ine leaves of
Quaking aspen aiong the Truckes Riverarn
suddenty yeliow, and will s0on shade only
the worms., Business activity slows notice-
ably, yet commarce Is not contemplating
closure - quiie the contrary, Excepting the
maring concesalonaires and other seasonal
enterprises, the Dusiness $octor I rather
regrouping - and dreaming of snow,

How very differently the community
greetad lall hall a contury ago, as departing
vacationers fastened shutiens In place,
stowed porch chaln and made val prepans-
tions againgt the forthcoming sassons of
their absence. Inthose bmes, one could st
on one's Front Sreet (Hwy. 28) porch ol
Lador Day aftamoon and wive © & sleady
procession of camn heading oul 0" own -
unbl next year,

Notthatthe year's revenues wera sirctly

¢+ Emited 10 summer, By the sardy 1800,

some businesses did recpen Drially for the
winlar holidays. Infact, that idea had been
given impetus in the late 19208 by the
Tahoe Teven's regulady schedued “Snow-
ball Speclahs™ — pamenger trains which
ran direct lrom San Francisco to the
Tavem's doorstep On winter weekends and
holidays. Butin spite of this brief flirtation
wilh tourism, the local business community
genarally drowsed through the white ses-
80N, awalting the promise of spring.

By the late 15308, however, the seed of
an Ides had begun 10 germinate in some
progressive minds, What about winter,
anyway? Snow had alresdy been demon-
strated 10 pOSSess recreational properties.
Why not inform the public of Tahoe's
ample endowment? To this end, a late-
summaer edilorial in the Lake Tahoe News
spoke enthusiastically of the coming sea-
$0n: "There are many plans for bigger and
betiar wintar sports in tha lake region now
ready to be camied out for the coming
show sedida)* Tonlded e e, rnis
year will be an ideal one to Introduce

yoursell 10 Ihe pleasures of & Whnite
Chrsimas™

And the winter of 1837-38 &d Indeed

Prove & memorable siege ... doudly 8o for

any adventurer who mighl have joined the
local populus thal year, for snows ap-
proached record depths and sensational
accounts in San Francisco newspapens of
the Tahoe community’s near<tarvation
prompled an alrdrop of fresh foodsiutison
the Tahoe City Golf Course 10 spare lurther
(Icttious, It Geveloped) suflering.

The bigger and better winler plans
alluded 10 In the editorial were never made
Clear In the pages of the News, for that
publication falied 10 answer the bell for the
18538 season, leaving the Tahoe Tartier
once again Tahoe City's only newspaper
(and that on a publishing schedule which
ranonly from Memorial Dayto Labor Day).
Winter tourism In the Basin was sbll »
campaign for the future, but "Doosterism®
had become an important aspect of Tahoe
area commarce, and the lame of the region
began 10 grow steadily,

Increasing ease of travel and the gradusl
return 10 Dlack ink n the wake of the
crippiing Depression were Qetling the
pubiic out on the open road, and saveral
ocal entrepronsurs Degan 10 explore ways
10 amsure that the white sidewalls pointed
In their direction. In this pursuil, they
Increasingly shared with sach other the
wisdom gained from their successes and
fallures, hoping 10 Improve thelr mutual
visibility,

In the spring of 1839, the formation of the
Lake Tahoe - Serra Association helped 10
lve direction and unity 1o publicity stforts.
The lladgling drumbeaters soon de-
veloped what was 10 prove 8 long and
happy relationship with the Aulomodile
Club of Southern California, through
whose offices they distriduted publications
which extolied the virtues of the Lake
Tahoe Region.

But the Lake Tahoe - Slerra Assoclation
had scarcely begun Its campaign 1o make
Tahoe & household word when along came
World War 11, postponing the pubdlic’s
Opportunity 10 enjoy their new discovery.
Yet in spite of this Immediate cbstacle %0
business success, the word was out « in

ionaly foxnolps overaeaa snd pipps orial

Continued onpage 7
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scenes on the home front, Memories of the High Sierra

paradise holped keep less Idyllic thoughts company in
many minds for the duration.

At War's end, crowds flocked to the Lake in unprece-
dented numbers, Commerce was enjoying a sharp up-
swing, and the number of local businesses mushroomed.
“ALL YEAR HIGH GEAR.," sang the Lake Tahoe Tribune.
What about a year<round, all-weather road over Echo
Summit? It was only a matter of time.

In 1946, the Tahoe Topics (a newspaper which survived
slightly over a year of weekly publication in the early
postwar era) Inaugurated their Year Round Club. In that
lar-away fall of 1946, according to the newspaper’s survey,
there were as many as 35 Tahoe City and North Shore
businessmen who elected to remain open all winter,
braving what might come (or perhaps rather what might
NOT comae) in the spirit of the pioneers.

That winter, public transportation left the driving to
Greyhound, and once arrived, whether by bus or private
car, the visitor could be confident of finding lodgings and
dining facilities, a grocery, 3 druggisi, a filling station and
anautomotive repairshop which could gethis carrunning
well enough to make it back over the hill.

The campaign to keepthe commercial cobwebsbrushed
away was not an immediate unqualified success, and
many lean winters ensued. In order to survive, tenacious
residents found It necessary to dabble in a diversity of
employments, with wintertime work exceedingly hard to
come by. It was actually not until 1949 that a growing
public interestin downhill skiing led to the development of
the Squaw Valley and Granlibakken Ski areas, which in
turn generated some new jobs. What we now know as the
Granlibakken Ski Area (originally the Tahoe Tavern's
Winter Sports Grounds) had already enjoyed its share of
fame in 1931 as the site of the ski jumping trials for the
Lake Ptacid Olympics, but Squaw Valley was yet to have
its moment in tr\e international limelight.

Thatmomentthe staging of a local Olympics at Squaw

Valley in 1960 - was the beginning of the end for the

significance of the Year Round Club.:Interstate 80 over

ams misonen wnie meplONNAS, Summlt, an all-weather, four-lane highway, was
completed the following year, providing MUEh=ithproved »m s« 4

access for winter sports enthusiasts. And so with nothing

to discourage its success, the concept of Two Seasons
was off and running.
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Victor Wikander —

Wicemens used 10 Degn win & smad w. Too many
generanons g0, the lerm served 10 dehne anypiace
Cung & madent human population, However, 83 wesl-
ward 0AMMON gy It S0OFRCIC Claam O the land, man's
Degan 10 45CnDe 10 wiidemess 4 more
Oetwnie ahape, and Binally 10 SUDGwae it IN10 sreas (10
winch 1oday more than & casual Intruson is reguiaied by
permul).

Our cwn local Backcountry, 1o the west of Lake Tance's
wezem shore, i3 an unusually rugged and lonaly lerrain
= hence (3 name Desolanon. And IROUQh each yearlarge
numben of City-stressed v iors come 0 partake of the
pastoral Denefits Of the Wand's vast unspolled reaches, il
has been the pawiege of & special few 10 know any part ol
it as intimasely as aid Vicior Waander

Thus 1900 Century native of the Fanish woodiands was
POt 8 Casus! SOIOUMNernio our local widernaess. Wikander
knew the Meritory a3 & resident, Ior begianing in 1922 (and
for more than theee Cecades thersaner) he actually lived
he Dest part of sach summer far from the advances of
“TrakIaton™ in his hand-Duit cotlage on the smalier of
Buck island Lake's two serene alolls

By the sarty 15208, Wikander had already spent a grast
ceal of time n Dasolaton. He had “dacoveres™ Lare
Tanoe ¢ 1000 at the age of 28, when a3 & hydrogr e fov
the San Francisco hm of Sione and Webste”, P8 Legin
Lking readings on & weekly winter oula Diiwty
Georpeiown and McKinney's (now the site of Chamie
Landing ) - & round tip of 130 mdes on shis, Trawversng &0
Consderadie CHtance was NOTWNG exlraordmary 1O e

. lormar Finnish Naoonal Crosa Country Sd Crampion,
And Cunng he next three winlars, he CONBNLNT 1O male
ese weekly Irips through Ihe bitie-Lnown upland, scding
immeasurably 10 his knowiecge of - and love for - this
peece of widemess.

In 2 1946 (3sue of the Tanoe Topecs, colummst Ethel
Josiin Yeman (wnbng uncer the nom de plume Shan
Twayne) nterviewed Wikander for her reguiar column
“True Tales of Tahoe." In thal ntenview, Ihe slier4canbst
mecadied hva sUAL 48 & ravelng data-Gathens. ©I carmed &
pack consisting of a Price Current Meler with weights,” he
explained, "Desdes my own outfit for the Inp. | traveled
alone, and my first skis Imace for mysell, bul hinally | sent
10 Findand lor @ pawr.”

Wikander's marmage 10 Cecide Alice Boyd mn 1516 o
NONING 10 dwrunigh his enthusiasm for IR DaCAwoOds,
whuch Pus new wie shared. To celebrate thair myutual
CavCRon 10 the Oulcoors, Lhey spent ther monin-ong
honeymoon hing and campang along hus formaer s
fOLLS ~ & DrACHCE which they perpetusted [with vanalions
1 the routa) over the ne xt hail-dozen years.

LR WL e R ——
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Wilderness Resident

In 122, the Waasnders homesiseded the one-scm
Isfand on Buck Island Lake, an Is0lated IOCRDON S0pYOR-
imately eght air miles due west of Rubscon Point on
Tahoa's wast ahors. The sle premenisd SOMe wHoue
CONSIrUCHON Prodiemas Over ad of whech WiLENCH proved
masier, sach in its tum.

The most bawsc obslache 10 Construchion was the
difficulty of access. All buiong materals had 10 be
Brought in as far as the Rubtecon Spangs Motel by way of
ihe oid Rubscon Stage Road Before the tum of he
cantury, thes rutted, roch strewn INOroughliars connecied
McKinney's “Hunters Home™ with Georpetown and the
mining distncts of the Wesem Siope.

Seyond the dvapidaled Hotel, horsepower Qave wiy 10
manpower. From this point, Wikander had 10 carry sach
armicad of lumber, box of nails and squares of shingles
nearly two meles 10 the lakashors. The final g of the
tedious Journey was by rowboat - & small wooden cralt
previously packed in by Wikander.

The westem shore of the iand was 1he site Of the
couple’s origunal cadin, and by 1524, two guest coltages
had been adced 10 the il of Improvements. Above the
doorways in rustc letiers, Wikander lashwoned “Finland™
nd “Weland™ in honor of his Finmah Isther and Irish
mcther,

Overihe yoars, the Wikanders achieved many pleasant
rlinemants in [helr surroundngs, intiudang over a third
of g mule of $100e-bordered walk ways (1he 57 tons of sangd
L3¢ which Wikander rowed over [rom the maniand one
load at a tma). A rock-walled Cellar Dusit by Wikander at
waiars edge adequalely served (he retreal’s needs of
reingenation, and lantams Kuminated 1he COtUges In the
enngs.

The seventy of local winters od not deter Wikander
from enjoying an annual now-season viel of several
week s, 1hough the tnps in and 0ut On skis were extended
Dy the fact that Ihe roads were ranly plowed beyond
Tahoe City. In spite of the hardshp Inherent in such
sctvity, Wikander naver lired of these winler jaunts, and at
ihe bme ol his 1846 inlerveew, af sge 64, he expressed the
desire 10 nd "2 young snOw $ports enthusias!™ with
whom 10 share sii trips “over the white skytand trads in the
peason of the B snows.™

Victor Wikander's handiwork is all gone now, returmned
nearly 10 It3 Created siale Dy the 10rCes Of agencies Doth
natural and marmade Bulthere is something of hug spint
alive In those who seek Out P brand of serensly 10day
Though in the present age we A A8 vislons in the
wildemess, Dy making 1he efort 10 seek it Cul we Can st
wapenience the same sense of wondermen! which Wik~
ander enjoyed Over hall & century 890
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The heart of a small community must
surely be its collee shops, for itis over the
counters of such establishments that its
esmsential business Is truly conducted. The
colles shop (or sandwich shop, as they
ware known [n the early days) Is a laidy
recent cuinary tradition, dating exciusively
10 this century, Backwoods hotelkeepers
were obliged 10 provide meals for their
guests, but such offerings aspired to the
same grand elegance of the accommoda-
tions they provided.

it was not until the Iincreased mobility
afforded by the automobile and the rise of
family resocts brought “vacationists™ of
more moderate means (0 the Lake that the
colffee shop could be born, The less formal
asplrations of the new style of restaurants
sulted this crowd perfectly, and itwas only
a matter of time before saveral had found
their way into business,

Oidost of the town's blusplate eateries io
operale independent of a hotel or rooming
house was Bennie’s Inn, its proprietor, one
Oiga Bennvelt {sp.) was a lean, spunky
widow who, In 1911, began herbusiness in
a tent on Front Street (now Hwy. 28),
pitched propitiously between the Tahoe
Inn (on the uphill side) and Bickford's
Lumber Company fow Truckee-Tahoe
Lumber) on the downhill side. Here sho
plied her hot dogs, ke cream, pie and

- -
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Courtesy of The Noeth Lake Tahoe Histoncal Socsety

COFFEE SHOPS

- Y

coflee to all comen.

Many of Bennle's customers were la-
borers and tradesmen engaged In the
construction of the Outlet Works, and In
the sbsence of any competition for this
clentele, the business thrved, In 1916,
Mrs. Beenvelt married Billy Mayhew, a
former employse of neighboring Tahoe
Inn, and togetherthey continued to operate
the eatery with great success. A few boards
ata ome were sdded 0 the original canvas,
and gradually the Bennle Hot Dog Em-
porium (as it was ako known) evolved Into
8 frame structure which survived well into
the 1530s.,

Hoping to capitalize on the popularity of
the eat-and-run repast, the Tahoe Inn
added a roadside Sandwich Shop on its
uphliside, Here dust-choked visitors could
order & sandwich and a cooling beverage
from the fountaln without intruding on the
comparative slogance of the Inn's main
dining coom, Long-lime local resident
Llllan Farr recalis that when the Tahoe
City Morcantile (which had also housed
the post office) burned In 1837, the Sand-
wich Shop became the temporary mall
distridution point for the town, untll the
new Community Center building could be
completed,

Continued on page 17
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Dy the mid-1830s, the role of the rallroad In the Tahoe
City Community was In decline, Private autos were
becoming the most-used means of transporiation Into the
Dasin, and within a lew yean, growing public sentiment
against Southem Pacificd encroachments on the lown
Commons and the need 1o salvage metal forthe warellort
combined 10 drive the raliroad oul of tlown, However, a few
scattered cars remained, One of these, parked at roadside
noatihe vacantiot west of Luckys, became Ernle's Ploneer

Puliman Diner, perhaps Tahoe City's oldest theme res-
taurant.

As of 1941, a quick meal could be had at the Honey-
bunch, Chris "Honeybunch® Boylardes and his wile, Rose,
operated this culinary adventure, which waslocated in the
Vilage Store building, The menu leatured fountain service,
pork and lamb chops, homemade chill and “spun steak”
sandwiches, the latter a popular suphemism for our
modem hamburger,

The postwar boom led 10 the establishment of a number
ql new local eateries, though only two of the hall-dozen
which got their starts In the late 19408 survive as res-
taurants today. When World War Il ended, Bill and Shidey
Congerwere among the first o estadlish a new restaurant
business in town, The boom brought prosperity 1o Tahoe
City's commerce, and the Congers’ colies shop motsl
combination was s success from the beginning. Local
construction workers and buainess peopie appreclated
the good food al moderate prices, served In Conger’s
convivial atmosphere, and when the Congare sold thelr
business to Mike LaFerriers, he continusd their nare and
popularity. The enterprise even 100k on & sortof unot Mlal
status aslocal history repository when Judge C.W, Vemon
allowed his photo collection to be displayed on its walis.
When LaFerlers moved his operations to the Cate
Cobblestone, he sold Congers to the Millers, who changed
its name to the Family Tree —the only local coties shop to
survive four decades in spite of the Increasing competition
of recont yoars,

The Skookum Chuck was another post-war pheno-
menon in Tahoe City, oflering & steamy variety of
delicaciesn the same bullding as Red Anderson’s original
butchershop. Al Randolph was the proprietor, choosing
for its name a tantalizing appeliation borrowed from an
obscure Native American Invocation (waming, some

. - — .
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patrons belleved), Skookum Chuck doubled briefly ssthe

1own's bus Gepol, and as such enjoyed 8 certain lransient
clientele which might otherwise have chosen 10 Overook
Its exolic culsine,

The sardy 19508 saw two new coffee shops open for
business at the Tahoe City "Wye." About 1951, “Jack®
Woods leased a parcel of riverside property from Don Del
Carlo 10 the southwest of Fanny Bridge. Here he DuUlll 8
one-slory structure, using scrounged malerials and labor,
which he called Sportman’s Cale, Woods provided counter
service plus & few lables for more leisurely dining
Independent "gyppo” petroleum dealers supplied gas for
the Cale's two pumps, and business was further bolstered
by Woods' acquisition of the Greyhound Bus contract. In
fact, the patronage was largely transient, and several
earfy-day customaers (still residents of Tahos City) recall
the myriad of fleabltes which were part and parcel of the
Sporiman’s dining experience.

About the same time, another colfes shop was getting
Its slant near the Wye, This venture, housed in a amall
block structure for the purpose by local realtor Fred
Kliner, was founded by Blanche Donaldson, Under her
able direction, Donaldson’s became not only a stop lor
passing motorists, but a strong competitor with Conger’s
for the crucial local trade. As the decade of the 1050s
ended and preparations for the coming Winter Ofympics
al Squaw Valley began In eames!, the construction
workers who had come 10 the Lake 10 be part of the latest
“voom” supplied both concemns plenty of business.

Donaldson’s original block buflding was bursting at the
soams, and Kilner replaced It with a larger and more
stylish frame structure. The site’s ideal location and
Blanche's homey, personal attention 10 her patrons proved
a winning combination, and when she retired in the eady
19708, turning the business over to herson Rex, she could
look back on two decades of popularsuccess in the realm
of local restawrantewring.

But Rex Donaldson’s dream was the establishment of
his own dinner house In Tahoe City, and with thatin mind,
he 30id the collee shop 10 Bill and Bonnle Starz In 1975,
The Starz enhanced the cale menu with thelr own
specialties, later opling 10 move their business across the
road 10 pursue the baking which had been their trademark
Inthe restaurant, The vacated Kiiner bullding then became
the offices of the Oid Tahoe Junction Land Company, &

shortdived real estate operation which a few years later
gave way 10 Squaw Valley Sports, the business which still
occuples it 1oday.

The fact that all but one of the businesses discuased
here are now history points out the difficulty of commercial
survival in the High Slerra. Actually, Tahoe City brielly
sustained many more short-tived cales and stands which
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Tahoe City Community Center
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People > Doyle, Willlam
iCarol Van Ctten Collection

By Cacol Van Etten

Courteny of The North Lake Tahos Hatorical Society

Hgh on the hill which serves a8 & s011
ol back fence for Tahoe City, 500 leet
above the lownsite, stands a white cross
which, for nearly three quariers of a
century, has marked the resting place of
one of the town's earliest plonoers,
William Boyle is the name of the man so
honoted - an Individual of diverse
interests and skills who found his way to
the high Sierra settiement prior to the
turn of the century,

Approaching old age by tho time of his
arrival, Boyle had already lived a full life
olsewhere. He talked littie of his past, bul
the other Inhabitants of the community
detected a delinite scholarly bent in this
refuges from the deep South. Not that
Boyle llaynted his education, whatever
it had beon, The Georgla crackers fa-
vored pursuils were fishing or (i the
linny tribes waxed bashiul) bost build-
Ing. in both he was expert, and the fama
of these talents spread as quickly x: hla
popularity.

Commercial fishing wis In s hiydav
wheon Boyle arrived In town, and fro-a s
rosidence, a shack on the north oyt
bank of the Lake Qutiet (near where the
Tahoo Marina Lodge tennis courts are
now located), he had easy access (0 the
fishing grounds. Boyle's hand-made
boats were of the finest quality, sug-
gesting some formal training In the craft
somewhere In the gentieman’s myster-
lous past.

Boyle had a groat love of children, and
when not lishing or building boats, he
often baked goodies for the local kiddies,
His speclalty was doughnuts, and news
of a fresh batch travolied fast, luring
hungry hatl-pints from all over town.

Though Boyle's reputation for hon-
esty, generosily and friendliness was
universal among his Tahoe City {riends,
like many other locals who braved the
long local winters, he was known to
imbibe to excess on occasion, One such
bout, at William Campbell's Custom
House saloon, proved 10 be his last. in
the course of downing an improprietous
numbaer of drinks, Boyle had admitted to
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Bill Boyle's Cross

his triends In attendance his need of &
halrcul, His capacity exceeded, Doyle
eventually passed oul, whereupon the
fun-loving confederates accommodaled
him by shaving his head, Whon he woke
up and confronted the bald-pated visage
In the mirror, Boyle swore off drinking
for pood,

In his final years, the likeable south-
erner developed stomach cancer, and
his painful decline was a cause of greal
sadness In the community, When Boyle
passod away In the first days of February,
1912, his friends decided to honor his
wish to be buried on the hill above the
Outlet, where he could “watch the lish
come In In the spring.” (The Outlet Dam
was not yet completed, and the pls-
catocial population was still free 1o come
and go st will),

On the morning of February 4, 1612,
qroup of Boyle's frends gathored at
Ylllam Pomin(e)'s Tahoe House to for-
tily themselves for the irip up the
r.ountain. Loading Boyle's mortal re-
maing on a todoggan, they began their
accent, towing their burden over the ice-
oncrusted drifts, Half a century later,
Tahoo City resident Ernest H. Pomin(e),
a membder of the parly, recalied the
expedition in ataped Interview. Pomin(e),
a teelolaler, described his growing lear,
a3 ihe dilticult climb proceeded, thal the
liboral pulls which most members of the
party were laking on a Jug brought along
10 ward off chill would prevent thelr
achieving their destination, Part way up,
on one of many rest stops, the thoughtiul
“Ernle™ pltched the bottle Into the
bushes, when tho others werentlooking,
thus Insuring the completion of the
mission,

The burial was accomplished as per
Boyle's wishes, putting him 1o rest on
the site overiooking the adopted town he
had come 1o love. Constadble Roben
Montgomery Watson later bullt (and for
many yoars altor continued to maintain)
the 12 foot cedar cross which today
marks Boyle's grave — a Tahoe City
landmark memorializing one of the
town's earliest and best-loved ploneers.
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Coarteny of The Novth Lake Tahoe Hatoncal Socwty

The Late Tahoe Sku Club. now neanng the end of s
Wil Gecade of emslence. i Tahoe City's oidest or-
ganization Though many ncrmdusls Contnbuied 10 he
St s Growth and development. the promotional efforts of
one man led 10 formabion of the Ciub, which susied 0N
Paper Balone 0% whG were 10 DeCOme ity MembDers ever
heard of it

In 1926, the Bhas tamly, Dusicers of the Tanoe Tavern,
$0I3 thewr magnifscent hosteiry 1o inderests whuch als0
controlied Southern Paciic Ralrcad When the Tavern
CARNGSS RANnds. Jack Mathaws (who had Deen head chel
dunng the Biss regime] was promoted 10 the postion of
Manager, It was Mathews' iCed 10 re-0pen the Tavern
ADout Decomber 1107 & winier 304300 Of saveral moniha,
Bung sdvantage of the SFs converson 10 standard-
QAUDE Irack On the line Detween Truches and Tance Cay
10 DN PRSSENQErs Owectly 10 Ihe Tavern s COOr wi™ow
changeng raing.

Wintertude enterianment prowmced Dy Mathaws g ond
MAlNG, & 100000AN MG and worid-Clars BAL U
xhiDMOoNs SLAged ON 8 CRAMDIOAING “Traeciony™ cone
Mrucied under Ihe Guection of Lass Maugen, a Norwegan
who 81 thal Ume held the world sul jumping Lite The
Tavern's winler sp0r1s 1aCibes were OCated sboul hatl a
mie west of the hotel proper, Quantly accessbis by
NOrse-rawn slewgh

Mathews' 50CONCE-30830N $CHOMe Mmet mith only bmaded
SUCCesS, Owing 10 the OISty Of LeeDing the Lraun Irachs
choared and 10 the competihion lor saies of 1ood and
accommodatons offersd by the ang themselves. Bt
Mathews' ingenuily would ol De densed. in the fan of
1829, the enterpnaing manager called a meeling of local
10wNspe0ple 10 Make twO anncuncements. He Celtvered
the Bad news Brsl: the Tevern wis grang up ity winter
302500 Thes came as N0 great surpnse 10 Tanoe Caty's
your-round rescents The i0ea of openeng in the winler
Nad had s share of shaptics from the stan

Mathaws’ QOOC News CAMS 83 MmOre of 2 ShOCK the Lake
Tanos Suk Clud had Deen awarded the site of the USSA
« Chamgeonahps for the 1832 Otympecs. The Tavern's

wrier 3000ts lackibes had been excellent by
"".OMMH&GWM
COntests SIaged there In the resoet's hrst yours of winter
operation. Byt & San Cud? Mathews explained that
secunng the Natonal Championships had Deen con-
BOQENE 0N 3PONSOFSNIP Dy & winler $00TS Chud, And that &
proup of Dusinessmen connecied with the Tavern had

The Lake Tahoe Skii Club

Part |

el O GANLed 8 00 Iorma OUD #O0 shecied olicars The
SLCats OF e verlure Loy wiih 1N O peOpie -~ O
hey mant 10 heip?

The day after the meaesting wiih Mathwes * Tahce Cay

proneer C W Yornon ter recalied e O resdent
met 10 1orm thaw Oown Lake Tonoe S O " M
SCANOng an peiing S was retaned On e 8dvice of
Nathews who esplaved that it lent & grander aw 10 the
namg). Ofticers of the new or nere Noromgn
Mayfield (Pres ). RM Walson (18t Y.P ). A Rcharcson
(2nd YV P). Weller Atherion (Treas ). AM Anderson
(Secty jand A M Henry (Cruel of the M) Members of e
Board ncivded Carl Bechooit. §¢. Ed Lathe, Ernest Pomen
of icewid. Gene Rogers and C W Vernon The Vernons
would take care of pubicity and Bert Cassdy, publhaner of
the Abuwrn Journal and later & state Senator, was 10
handie 1he Clud's nances. Wenced Robae, gusdang kpht of
he Auburn Shu Chud (Tormed Ing year Delore ), was aiso on
Aand 10 254181 Ihe T 0 A3 earty ONANZABONS Meet Qs

An il warm-up lournament was slated for Washing-
100 DIrhday weskend, 1831, and Southern Pacic
scheduled Cary 100! trns 10 bAng specialon 10 the
wvent Thus augurl Contenl wad Somenaled by jumpens
from the Auburn Skl Clud, 1or the I0CM BOys who would
DACOME TN TRQNING CAAMERONS I yedrs 1O COme were
il 100 yOung 10 COmpete

The success of the San Cud's sl lownament game
SrCounged (hose whose elionts had coninbuied 10 ds
WAgIng. and preparations for the Natonal Chamgpnonsh.ps,
only & yoar away, began in sarmest Early in 1502, e
orgnal rajeciony” was remodelied — oM under Dw
Grecton of Lars Maugen The akeol wias moved Lrther
W the N, and the landing apron was exienced 10
SCCOmmocate Jumps over 200 feel

Al soemed i readiness 1or Ihe momenious Competdon,
Kheouled for Feburary 26-29. A seres storms whsch
Peept INOUGH 1N Suarras & week DNOr 10 the openng of
1he Champonahips threalened 10 cancel (he evenl Dt
fevensh afiorns 10 Clear the tracks lor the amval of specal
SP trang and 10 resiore the Jum il 10 proper Compet.tve
CONSMON won e day, and the much-heradded “Natioasls”
Degan, with yrprecedented winler Crowds i allendance.

11 was 3 great ay for Tahoe City and the Lake Tanoe Sul
Ot Governoe Rolph was on hand 10 Crown poputar
actress Anita Page the hrst of many Snow Ousens, and the
presance of Or. RS Elmer of Vermonl, Prescent of the
Unded States Shi ASsocabon, lent an 02H0u Sgady 10 e
event. The Lake Tahoe Sk Ciud hat siaged e et U S
Natonal Skl Champeonshups wast of the Rockies. Dut the

beal s yo! 10.COMM TN Chub dud 001 B3 O ity et |

Dut Dullt On thep aarty tumph 10 Dacome A forte 1o b
MMOMNMMMW‘
Champon aihietes in Ml events and Classes. .

(wfwh“m-odlu““n'
of e history of the Lake Tahos Sill Chab (o date).)
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‘Olunlmlom » Lake Yahow Shil i
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Owr Jatroe Here

By Corod Van Ctien
Coutrany of The Nortn Lake Tahoe Hoastoncal Socety

The Lake Tahoe Skii Club
Part 11

Whan we luned Out Lesl week, 1he Lake Tanoe Sas Ciud
had jusl compietad the succeniul slaging of the fst U S,
National Bal Championships wesl of the Rockies ol
Otympic il on the Tanoe Tavern Winter Sports Grounds,
Those volved had hoped that their workd-Class jump hal
would halp Mawe thair seleclon s the sie for the 15832
Winter Olympics, and though they el that bid 10 Lake
Pracsd, New Yors, tha Nasonal Champonships st Olympic
Hill in Fobruary of that yeas had proved the potential of
Both the Tanoe City faciAtes and the Lake Tahoe Skd
Cwe

Builgeng on the success of Ine Nationsls, Ine club had
$00N scheduled & sacond meet for March 4, 1933 This
one-day event Grew Compatiaoes lrom six California skl
Ciuds, Includng Auburn, Yosemde and distant 8ig Bear,
The class “A” jumping event was ONCe agan Jominated by
e Auburn Sul Ciub, whose members Roy Mikkelson and
Aot Wigaard 100k st 8nd second places, respectively,
But the Tanoe Cay contingent had begun 10 prove seif
the events open 1O the younger 8o grovps. Future Tahoe
Caty Firn Chief Al Henry (81 Ihat time known &3 "Junior)
100k fiest place In the Doys 24 mde /018 COuntry race mt
INg tournament, and Carl Bachdolt, Jv, won the Clase "0
Jumping event. First prize In the women's 2 mde norcic
race went 10 June YWest, 8 Tanoe Caty girf fotiowing in the
skl racks of Marie Henry (“Juniors” motner), who hedine
distingtion of being the lirst Women's Stale Crampion In
1",

In 1834, (he Lade Tanoe Sl Ciud agen hosted the Siate
Championships « Digoer and Detrer than ever for this fourth
Annual avenl. Snow §00r wers NOL e Only altraction on
the bl A Quesn Contest, sponsored by the Sacramenio
Bee, Grew 20 competiors, among them Kathieen Starmratt
Anderson of Tahoe Ciy, CW. Vernon, who with s wide

ML R TR LR TR L S LA bl ]

bl Ll B n

Etnel JOSIn Vernon, provided news Cowipe lof U4 Las
Ciwb, later recaled 1ne #aDorale lenging 10 wineh the LA A
wond 10 enPANCE Migs AnGerponTs Chancas kor seleclicon s
Oueen “We made # '0al Jecoraied with § small Leleam
Uee And O (7 9arry,” Na remembired “On ne rond of
e BOal wis & mulated snowball made of Uwchen wire
COverad with COtION, Large enouph 1or Kathieen 10 ineel v
The Rost wis pulled by two $43-00%8 Delong.ng 10 Herr/
Jonanson. When the signal 1or Our eniry Came, Harry &/ive
18 G0g8 owing Ene SO Out ONIO U SUOriun Focr, and
Kainvieen 81000 P 10 I surprise of the 4 000 specialons,
w0 then 2ppiauded Drsidy MayDe Ine Roel hetped. bad |
a8 10 thenk If was Kathieen's Desuty whach helped her 10
win Over 20 Other allractve COnlestants *

A 1o compattons” general shill level wmpeowed, e
NOrdeC evenls were gradualy lengthened. For ine 1534
ournament, the men’s CrOM COuNiry race wis len e,
whilg [he wOmen's wis exlended 10 hve mies. In 830N
10 being chosen as Oueen of Ine Saow Festival that yesr,
Kathleen Starcalt Anderson won this latier event, Gemon-
siraling an athletic abdity 10 malch her good looks Cant
Bechdolt, S¢, (who theee yoars later Decame [he youngest
person in the US. 10 De slected Presdent of & s ciud)
repastad his 1033 win in the Class “D° jumping, wan
saveral other local boys finishing close behind.

Tha athlehic COMPALItIon was branching out sach yew,
resuiting in the Inciusion of new events, In a3dibon 1o the
Jumpang svents, the 1834 tournament Inciuded & slalom
r8Ce (which a newspaper account of the event reported is
Gawing popularity with sil sport fans.”).

The Lake Tahoe Skii Club's activitees dunng this penod
w8 NOL eniied 1O LOWMaments and COmpPatiion, AN sge-
y#lowed clipping from the Reno Gazerre dated Jan, 31,
1834 recounts a typical Suncay clud outing 10 Page
Meadows (west of the Tavern Sports Grounds) lavolviag
30 siers, The pasty (which Included guests from the Reno
Ski Clud) carried their lunches on the 12 mile excursion,
and following & midday repast on the Upper Paige
Mepdow, ihey tested their Jowninll shills on the steep
Qe along the retumn route,

The number of compellons continued 10 InCrease, and
87 participants were entered In the 1935 State Champeon-
ships, 8gain heid on the Tavern Winter Sports Grounds.
Whike the Lake Tance S1di Club was wiihout 8 COmpal v
Crass "A” jumper, Walt Manceniie of Kings Beach tock 8
Close second behind Wayne Poulsen, who (though &
member of the Lake Tanoe clud) al that bme represenied
the Auburn Ski Club in the Class "B™ event. Dual cubd
aihliations proved detrimental 1o LTSC point totals once
again when Sig Uland, who had josned the Shasta
Seaowmaen, was noted 3 8 guet of the LTSC M core
consaquantly aid not benelil ether team.

1)
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J%u'/aye/ Continued from Page 6

Local boys continued to take honors In jumping
competition through the late 1930s, both on the home
trajectory and in tournaments at Cisco, Portola and Mt.
Shasta. Among Lake Tahoe Skii Club jumpers prior to
1940 not already mentioned were Bill Bechdolt, Dick and
Howard Carnell, Donald Cowell, Chuck and Ollle Hen-
rikson, Howard Pyle, Doug Smith, Jack Starratt, Pete
Vanni and Henry and Jimmie Worden,

The decision of the Tahoe Tavern management o
discontinue winter operation and the collapse of the
warming hut on the Tavern Grounds In 1936 contributed
to the redevelopment of a jump hill closer to Tahoe City's
residential area. The sloping parcel of land across the road
from whatis now the Fairway Community Center in Tahoe
City had served the town's youngsters as a practice hill
since ski jJumping was introduced to the area nearly a
decade before. In 1937, the club relocated its activities to
this site. But though its proximity to the community was
ideal, the site's southern exposure frequently resulted in
unfavorable snow conditions, and the club subsequently
returned to Olymplc Hill.

Lake Tahoe Skii Club was in a state of transition. The
.ranks of the town's jumpers were being depleted as the
boys headed off to college or began careers which limited
their available practice time. But perhaps the greatest
single factortemporarily retarding the continued develop-
ment of the club was the global conflict looming on the
horizon. The course of world events would soon put an
end to ski sports competition between the clubs of the
western Sierra, severely curtailing their activities for the
duration.

A future column will concern itself with the development
of the Lake Tahoe Skil Club after World War Il when a new
generation of jumping and racing competitors would aid
in its revitalization and growth.
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CTS > Carnelian Bay > Post office
Carol Van Etten Collection

— -
he Old P.O.
Carnabian Bay's own Oviginal Old Post Office Cofles
Shop has s hislory which ita namae only beging 10 suggeet
The Dudding In wiich It ks housed Ras endured well past
Ihe hadi-century mark, serving a4 & focal point of the
communuly BImost SInce Ils InCephon in the mid- 10308
The property 0n which “the Oid P.O ™ sits was onginally
part of g mych laprger holdng scquited in 1856 Dy the thiee
Fogh Drothers, Wiliam, Joseph and N, for whom the
bay's northern poind is named. The Fikh property had
sarlier belonged 10 one Dr. Bourne, & semireciusve type
who had Operaled an wnaccredited MHealth Sanatoria
Pearly 10 1he 18708 Al the Lime of aCQUISLION Dy Ihe three
rotheds, the property stll inciuded several commarcisl
struciutes, which the trio had & hand in operaling
However, IBeu ALIGN0 lowe was haning, and 10 this Ihey
Oevoled most of their Lime. sailing some Of their calch for
VI8 ON the Labies of ling San Francisco restaurants

The pace of ke in Carnelian Bay in the sarly years ol the
century was lethargic. On summer days, the pebbled
shore Detween the Flick's roadside oulpost and the
Camelian Bay Hotel (later the home of The White House
Restaurant and today the site of the Carnelian House) was
occasionally the cestinalion of vacalionists who came by
wagon or horsedack in search of the bright gemslones for
whiCh the Day was named

By the mid-19308, 1he two surviviag Flick brothers, then
i thew 808, were ready to call it quits in the sprng of 13045,
Lioyd C. Shank purchased thew commaercial holdings and
immediately set about the development of & mors am-
Dtious venlure. The June 28 issue of the Tahce Taithw
nOted Improvements made and planned by Shank: “The
makeshlt P.O. of 8 week 800 has & new seiting. and the
Bay 18 nOw DOAsSUING & Neally SIOCked $10re, CeLCalossen
and iced drink counter, managed by son L. C . Docung
maring and Service S1abon Improvements are 2/30 on the
Shamk schedule ”

The next severs!l yoars saw luriber eapanson of the
res0rL.” ncluding the construction of sux rental cottages

Page 12
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0n Ihe lakeshore OpPONle the store. During the sumenes of
1836, Marysville contracion Heimsireet and Bell, uncer
CONMract 10 the State Mghway Depariment 10 reswriace the
1080 Detween Tahoe City and Brochway, had sel up camp
for 100 men at 1he Bay, supplying local propnelons with &
readymade chenisle. But gambiing losses and Olhe
nproprieties Of the younger Shank were the undong of
the lamdy’s Operation there, and about 1834, the property
was beased 10 Carl "Pappy”™ Zinamaeister

The Zinsmavster lamily 0peraled Lhe DUSINESS SUCCeSs-
fully for about four years, enjoying the same sleacy
growth which characlerized the north shore economy
Joring this penod. Tha route of Highway 28 through the
Duy had Dy this time Deen moved, slevaled and paved
Pror 10 s uprading, most visitors to the bay had arrived
by way of Ihe steamer, which ciucied the lake dally In
sommar. Now improved Overland access was bringng
Erivela aulo rafhic 10 the ares, and commercial ventures
Wee ON Lhe upIwing

Among this new Qenerahon of summer visAors were Ray
and Marge Fellows, who had fiest come 1o the Lake in 1
Several subsequent visds convinced the Fellows Lhat they
wanted 10 make Tahoe their parmanent home, and when

Carl Dinsmelsier was proprietor of the Carnellan Bay 51010 when (his photo was snapped in the lale 1930, Ten yean
Mler, owners Ray and Marge Fellows would double the square 1001age with & slzable additon 1o Ihe lefl side of the
storetroat. The resulling structure is loday known as Ihe Oniginal Old Post Office Cotles Shop. (Phelo courtesy of

Mrs. Conrad J. Herlich)
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Tahoe

*Im W day when prolessionsl treatment
ol Ao any madecal prodiem i NO more
1han 30 mies from 1he moit remole resident
of 1he Tahoe - Truckes area, we land 10 lake
ISh services 1or granted. HOwever, less
than twO generalions 800, those seeting
medical atienlion wers able 10 Obiain M
only 81 1he sxpense of great effort,

A 10cal residen] who femembers (he
peoblem vividly Is Ted Barretl, a retired
UAION Business agent who arrived in Ihe
Truckes-Tahos ares with Ns new beide
shortly afier World War IL Barrell's civie
leanings 5000 had him lavolved in several
local projects, one of which = Ihe CON
Mruction of our first local hospatal « would
beneld the entive community for Bil suc
CHIOINg Qenerations.

Priot 10 the Second War War, Lhe sparne
year-tound population In the Truches-
Noeth Tahow area had always sicepied the
ek of o local medical care facility asan
inevitable deprivation of their laclsted
existence. Bul the populalion wes growing,
and saveval local accidents which occurred
shortly after Barrett’s arrival provided the
Impelus necessary 10 eslablish & local
hospital. In one of these, & mamberol &
construction craw working on Donmer
Summit was operaling & jackhammaer whan
1 Loo! struck some dynamite, The result-
Ing sxplosion left one of Ihe workman's
le0s hanging by & few shreds of lieah and
falvic, and for the two howrs It took for an
ambulance 10 arrive rom Sacramenio or
Nevada City, he cried out 1or someons 1o
Pt him out of his misery.

Shortly therealter, another medical emer-
Pency underscored the need for & local
hoapital. This tme the victim was Billy
Martin, nephaw of Tahoe Visls contractor
AE Socenson, Martin was working for his
uncie and had been sent 10 check & hot
waler hester which had gons out in & Kings
Beach basement, The prodlem proved 1o
be 8 butane leak, and when Mantin struck a
malch 1o discover the source of the prod-
fom, 1he resulting explosion severely
burned N ears, face, hands and legs.
Quich-thinking bystanders extinguished
the Nlames by sinking the man in & nearty
pde of sand, byt & doctor's srvices were
wnquestionably required, and the injured
man was loaded into a privale car for the

Uiy 10 medical Nalp.! An sgenizing "ride «

beought the Iimpromplu ambulance 10
Carson City, whate a motel on the outaking
of 1own provided beds lor the non-conts-
glous sick of Injured (on the condition they
beowght thelr own atiendants). Here, the
1own's only docior, who had been warmed

Business / Industry > Hospital > Tehoe Forewt
Carol Van [iten Collection
The Founding of J
of Ihe Impandwng sertval OF the Durn victim, Qaed [N Infured man 8 0ot 10
reliove the pain. Bul no oiher madical (acilines were avadadie there, and
INe Physician recommendad conbnuing on 10 Reno for iresiment of Ine
Durna. Al IRt tima, the Drick Bullding which ls now only & small part of Ine
Waahos Med physical plant COmpnsed INe anlre Nospial, and the faciiity
did not welcome patients Irom out of siate, INCUN Owing 10 1N LIgency
of reating this Durn victim, (who miraculously survived his ordesl), ihey

grudgingly 1ook his case.

As 8 resull Of INese and saveral 0INY lnsses Incidenis which OOk place
during the sarly post-war years, Ihe need 107 & Jocal hospital was lirmly
ostablished In 1he minds of area resicents, and In 1949, » growp of
concarned cilizens 100k Il LpPOn thamaelves 10 Invtisle the process by
which & hospital Is bulit

Early 00 1he group's agenda was a irip 10 Nevada City 10 secure county
approval 10 lorm & district for he purpose of levying tases for hospeial
comilnuction costa. Approval was ghven, and the counly supervisorns

ppointed five area residents 10 sarve On a provisional board of directon.
These man were’ Truches merchant Charles R. Heller (named presiden!
of tha board), Raymond A Scott (of Ihe Truckes B of A), F.0, Sederderg (o
contractor from Tahoe Pines), James A, Shaeritt (of Doneer Summit), and
Ted Barrelt (named Secretary of the group), George C. Selion, &
Sacramanio aechilect, was retained 1o
Oeaign the project.

Crucial 12 the succens of the hospital

conslruction Mo was the acquisition of
slate and Receral lunds. To this end Heller,
Basrett and Sel'on had 1o make 8 trip 10 San
Francisco 10 peosant their case 10 the slate
BOard charged with granting such funding.
Governmant advisors recommended that
the Group's presentation be confined 10 the
esladishmant of local need only, & Board
policy compidersd such peoblems as shi
and highway Injuries 10 be outside the
realm of legitimate local need.

On arriving st the San Francisco head-
Quariers of the Board, the Irio clscovered
Enat Chambertin, theds legal counsel, would
AL e them before the board.
Since President Chariie Heller declined 10
speak In the atorney’s stead, Secretary
Ted Barrett agreed, somewhat reluctantly,
10 make the presentation. Barmett recounted
for the Board the two Incidents described
earlier, which he feit 10 be good axamples
of the urpency of obtaining & medical
facihty In sastern Nevaca County. Interro- |
Qalion by the board browght out the fact
that & new hospital was already under
Construction In Loyalton, But Barrett ex-
plained that though the map showed Loys-
10N 10 be only & little over 80 miles north of
:.unn.mweuwudm

conneciing highwey (59 norn),
m..u.mn...a.m.'n;':.'.""'
sliating & detour which neary tripled the

Conlinued 0n Page 18
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(evilage Continued from Page 17
astance As Highway 20 (the Grass Valley-Nevada City
artery) was also Irequently closed by snow, Sacramento or
Reno actually represanied the closest available medical
care during the winter months

His impromptu remarks over, Barrett took his seat once
again, thoroughly discouraged about what he felt had been
& very inept presentation. He regretiully conceded 1o Heller
and Sellon thal the hospital elfort was 10 end In fallure,
However, he had grossly misjudged his own persuasive
shills « congratulations were In order. Barrett's knowledge
of the prodiem and his enthusiasm for the hospital project
had won a positive response from [he board, and about
four days later, formal notice of thelr approval of matehing
funds was recelved. As a result of this ruling, the state and
federal governments would sach contribute $150,000 to
1he project, matching the amount ralsed by the districts
bond and thus providing the necessary funding 1o procesd
with conslruction.

Sellon's original plans called for & 10-room, 10-bed
facllity, but further study revealed that by InCresasing the
room slze two feet in sach direction another bed could be
put in sach room, doubling the hospital's capacity. The
planning continued in earnesl. Dr. Nelson, a new physiclan
in 1own, served as an advisor to the architect, and Barrelil’s
wile, & reglisierod nurse, gave valuable input regarding the
needs of the nursing stall,

Selection of a buliding sile was simplified by a donation
ol land by Truckee resident Dick Joseph in the name of his
300 Levon, who had been kitied in the Second World War,
The donated parcel enjoyed good access 1o the main
highway, and yet was nol adversely atiected by s noise,
being sheltersd by thick timber, After 8 thoughtful study of
the acreage, Barrett concluded that & large granite out-

cropping on the west end of the property would make an
excalient landmark around which 10 place a circylar enlry
Grive, and 80 the Orientation of the new buikding on Uw
parcel was decided. Nevada County subsequenty s eed
10 bulld two roads - 0ne In front and one In back of the
facility and construction began, contracted by the fum of
John C. Shreck and Ron

The hospital opened for business April 14, 1952, and
proved the necessity of ils construction. For much of the
calendar year, snow and icy roads made surface-level
sccess 10 the hospilal dficult, and Board member Jm
Sherritt was 3000 urging the construction of & heliport.
Funds for the project were not available, but community
spirit pravalled, and local individuals and firma saw 10 the
various phases of the project on a donation basis. “Buck”
Plavel, superintendent for Ralph Larsen and Son of San
Francisco, cut down and removed the rees (the hospital
s!te was heavily wooded) and the Tahoe-Truckes Disposal
Sarvice removed the debris, Teichert Construction furn-
Ished gravel for the base of the pad and runway, which was
subsequently paved by Savage and Son. The Fores!
Service provided a windvane lor the facility, and the
finishing touches were 15 gallons of paint, purchased by
TYod Barrettfor $3at an Army Surpius store in Sacramento.
{The costof the paint proved 10 be the total cash outlay for
e halipont.)

The hospital continued to grow, and by the mid 19%0s the
slatf included doctors Brodie, King, Nelson and Peer. In
1987, a first addition was completed, and In 1978, a new
emergency wing was dedicaled. An intensive care unit
(converied from the original ER)was operational (no pun
intended) as of 1970,

Today, the Tahoe Forest Hospital has surpassed any-

thing its founders could have imagined. Thirty-one doctors
P antinned nn Dana 10
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* serve On Its active stalf and eight more are associate
physicians, The 28-bed sillied nursing faciiity, new in June
of 1934, has brought the hospital's acute care capacity 1o
42 beds, (this unit alone more than doubling the size of the
original hospital facility). Ground-breaking for new surgecy
and Intensive care units Is planned for this coming spring.
Though the Tahoe Forest Hospital may never be able (o
offer the specialized services avallable In the Big City, it
fulfills the purposs of any community hospital: 1o provice
medical attention L0 those who require it, and in doing s0
fulfills the dream of a generation of citizens who had the

(ree-GediCAtioN ANG PErseverance 10 300 it UIOUGN 0 reakty, )
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ITM Coming of The Tahoe Tavern
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The role of the Tahoe Tavern In Tahoe
City's Natory Is 80 basic that & discussion
of the town's development Is Incompiele
without mention of It TO Its patrons, the
Tavern was & grand hotel = Ihe showplace
of Tahoe. Yet 10 the commaunity which was
Its nedghdor, the Tavern was also & force
which provided recrestional and socisl
opportunities, lrained s leaders and in-
pired & sense of sadl,

Dy the 1800s, the decline of the Basins
lumber Indusiry was cloalng Glenbrook’s
mills, and & mass relocation of the once-
DusliAg sasl shore community began. With
the waning of the local lumber industry,
Basin siopes had deen almost lotally
denuced of timber However, the Bliss
family, whose extendive interesis had
dominaled the Glenbeook (and the Basin)
economy, had wisely spared the magicent
stand of trees around the Lake Outie! ot
Tahos City, and it was 10 this location that

they Degan 10 move the structures and
materials which would be the basis of their
new Oparations

This new endeavor would be in the realm
of tourism. The Bliss family’s plans calied
for the construction of & holel 10 rival any In
he Country, Dut preparalsons Necessary 10
the auccess of such a grand undertaking
wOuld require the establishment of several
Loy services praviously Lnknown in Tahoe
City. Most basic of these was a comiornable
and dependable system of transporiabon.
Prior 10 1900, 8 jostling 15-mile stagecoach
ride from Truckes was the last leg of a trip
10 Tahoe « & certain impediment 10 vinior
travel. During the summes of 1898, architect
Wiliam Seth Bliss (no relation 10 his em-
ployers) was hired by the newly-formed
Lake Tahoe Rallway and Transporiation
Company, & Blss-owned venture. Bliss
was hired to complete a survey of the River
canyon, precedent 10 construction of a
railroad which would connect Tahoe with
Central Pacific’s stancard gauge line at
Truckes. Development of this system
would make the trip 10 the Lake possible

for all but the acutely infirm - & necessity in *

assuring the volumae of business called for
by the ambalicus plans.

The first enging 10 be used on the ling
wis ihe little locomotive “Tahoe™ (now re-
Oesignated No. 1), and during the first
800300 Of operation, & number of fisicars
saw double duty as Ireight and passenger
CONvayances. With the new rall system in
place, sightseers Could travel all the way 10
the lakeahore by rail. Butl of more imme-
disle Importance 10 the company, the
malecials necessary for Implementing the
second phase of their granceose plans
could be elficiently transporied 10 the site
of operations.

The pages of 1he Truckes Repubican
(later Sierra Sun) for 1001 are valusble
pources of Informalon regarding the peo-
grees of the Gilsx lamidy’s plans that year,
An Apsil Isave reports that DL Blise,
manager of 1he ri-s all Bne, had run the
Perst train 107 tne 9220 20 (030 Truches from
Tahos City. The (% 7~Le Inp 100k saveral
Gays, Owing 10 sEgM repairs enroutes and
he Civersion of snow walers (rom the
track. However, the road was reponed in

* eaceilent condiLon, 8nd regular Lripe were
scheduled 10 begin after May 15,

Toward the end of May, & new bDoxcar
(the first) was added 1o the LTRT Co.
rolling stock, and on June 15, 8 new
Obsarvation coORch was added 10 the two
ealating passenger coaches. The trmn left
Truches ot 8 am daly retuming lo
Truckes at 520 p.m. after the passengers
made alrip around the Lake on he sleamer
TAMOE. (The steamar met the train st »
trestie pler 178 mie in lengih. The tran
would back onlo thes Lrestle for the dis-
charge of passengers, who had 1o lake
only a few sleps acroas the pier 10 board
the boat

Dunng the 1901 season, the LTRT Co
wis Dusy relocating their Glendrook ma-
chine shops 10 the Tance City lakelront
Barges wore again the means of Lanspor-
Lation, r0acs around the Lake being totally
Inadequate 10 the portage of structures, A
the time of their relocation, the buildings’
encroachmant on the Tahoe Commons
was considered 8 necessary evil, for the

we o By the falbof 1894, o1l the rotiing stock o Andr0ad's DOnin 40 (Hhe COMMUNTY “wiS

he new faiiroad had been barged over 10
Tanoe City irom sbandoned knes in Glen-
ook and Bijou, The laying of track on the
new 15-mile roadded continued through
the summar of 1899, and In the 1pring of
1900, the line wae 2wl Tnlo tentative
CperaLON.

important 10 i3 Iuture. By mig-
July, all was in readuness or the announce-
mant of the company’s grand new under-
taking, "D.L. Biiss was Nhere yeslerdey,”

e . -
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“repocied the July 13 issve of the Repud-
Nean, "and went Out 10 HObas1 Mals 10dey.
He I8 going 10 busild & hotel at Tance Cay it
I sald s comptruction will cost §150,000,
which masns 8 lne hotel " Time was of the
03500Ce. The Dureacratic struggie which
would block & similar undertaking lodey
wias no such Impediment (0 the Bliss
Company’s peogress, and by lute Septeen-
bav, Conslruction of the new hotel was well
underwey.

The October 12 issue of the Repudiican |

repOned good progrets, noting thal & Crew
Of 70 man was hard al work On the project.
"I will be all enciosed and COversd In twD
weeks,” reporied the Newspaper, “provig-
Ing bad wealher does Not set In 100 heavy.
1t 18 an immenss allair, and will be & much-
needed building for the Increased 1ourist
travel and sighiseers during 1he summer
moaths. There is 8is0 Deng put in a fire
waler sysiem 10 suppiyng the houses,
hotels and 130 in connection, fire plugs for
fire purposes.”

The last exturson train of the seeson
a0 the foliowing Sundaey, piving sghtsees
# linal 100k al the Lake - and the new hoted
~untd the foliowing spring

To faance v CONSLructon and develop-
maent of thelr new project, the LTRT Co.
mortgaged their new rall system, BOrrow-
Ing hail a milion doitars from the Meccan-
e Trust Co. of San Francaco in November.
Tha teem of the loan was 30 yean, with the
nole bearing 5% Interest. Conmdersd an
enOrmous sum at the turn of the century,
the $500,000 10an proved & shvewd Dusk
Ness BITANgament, 1or the popularty of the
enterprise it Snanced repaid the BOrmowens
many-1old in the years which followsd.
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The Tahoe Tavern
Opulence and Isolation

When Ihe Tahoe Tavern opened fof
Dusiness in 1902, the dwwersly and duia-
Dedity OF 113 SCCO8S COUM NOT have Deen
guessed al Dy iy Iounders - NOF, POrNaps
COUld Ihey have loreseen what Jifficulties
would Do Involved i its establishment &
an easily-8cCesnbie sell-contaimed resort
mdes lrom Ihe nearest Civic conter Trans-
pOriaton 10 the sciated resdrn had been
assured by the completion of & ralway
system Inking it wilh the Central Pacilic
arlery ot Truchee Yol ihere were Other,
equally prodiematic aspects of construc-
Hon sl 10 De CeaN with

The eatablishmant of & water syslem was
crucial 10 1he maintenance of the grand
new resOr!, and Aot A% anly ACCOompianad
A8 s 1Ak 0i0e 10CAbON would sugoest The
ratihic Of 1M sleamers and smaier Craft,
which were past and parcel of 1ne Taveiny
PrOMINence On the lake. Couwd nul halp bt
Gisterd the purdy of Il shore!'na weler
wpply - 10 1he onlenl that & potalio sou™ue
had 10 Do Ceveioped elsenhere and p.ped
"

Tre neares! avarlable water of suihcianl
volume 10 SuBain & seasonal POgwiaton
which oflen exceeded 1,000 was from ihe
cistant Burton Creek drainage, on the
othee side of Tahoe City. Developing s
source Of waler and celtvening it 10 the
Tavern invoived the construction of two
resetvOis And several miles of CONNBCHng
pipeling. This relay system wenl overiand
a8 far 83 the DOLIOm of Grove Streel, and
from ihete 1000wed the Lake Dotiom in 8
ouect line 10 the Tavern. There, by vitue of
gravity feed, il COuld De Gistnduted 10 the
mulbianous accommodalions of the hotel
NG MANNRNCE DIGNQL, the Calty requine-
ments of which were san'y comparabie 10
those of & amall ety

Another aspect of the Tavern s develop-
mant whach had 10 Do addressed was 1he
eslablishment of slactrical power. in 1901,
Ihede was NO eleciric wlility a1 the Lave, and
30 IR0 desinng this modern convenience
wore lorced 10 provide il for themselves
S1eam-powered generators proved the
SOMLION 10 the Tavern's energy needs. &3

AEVUBDFng Wal 15F

rooms

| = {1he hotel CCOMMOCAtIons were unhealed)
and power 10 Operale Ihe On-premizes
laundry « 8 considerable consumer in its
own right. This system was the basls of Ihe
teeort's slecirical power until the early

Tha dormared. shingie-ssded bulldings snd
magniicent grounds of the Tahoe Tavern
e Deing pul in order 107 its I'nal sesson of
operstion i this Bill Briner pholo, Laken
CRl

P00 Cowteny o) Ve Coamen

10208, whan Swerta Pacific Power DeowgM
e community at large im0 1he slecing

e

Communication with the “ouiside world™
was esseial 1O 1he reson s sophnlcaled
chaniele, and In a0dINON 10 A telegraph
office, the Tavern could even bosst a
tolephone, in 1900, a sngle phone kne had
Deen strung rom Truckes down INe river
canyon 10 Tahoe City, and thence along
the west ahore of the Lake as far as Emeradd
Bay. Those wih sullicient inlerest and
Capital were aDig 10 Ue IMIO NS line, the
Tavern Deang one of Ihe indtial subscribers
Owing 10 Ine phared hine, “getling oul” wias
2OMetmes & prodiem, Dut 107 its ime, 1N
Syslem was Considered adequale

WAILh these systems in place, the high
Searra hostelry wis ready 1O Dusiness. and
with the arrival of the 1002 summner 584800,
1t was off and running. For the 62 summers
which loliowed, the Tavern held undiy
puted sway as “The place” 1o go al Tance
(though the rivairy of Tallac, and laler
Glenbeook and Brockway would give it
momaentary compelition), and 10 this day,
1he resort’s Jongewity Mands as & record
which no other Basin caravansary has
SORTEDIO IO BUMPARE T AT ML A

S

By Cort Vou i ,)v
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The Tahoe Tavern

Opulence and Isolation
Part Il

The quality of the Tavern's chentele was
maintalned by decidedly steep prices,
though guests were Inclined 10 overiook
the sxpenss In view of the sumpluous
hospitality, A two-week slay was minimum,
and many guests consideced the Tavern
their personal surmmer rasidence. Over e

the hoslelry hosted an Impressive
list of vistors. Numerous statesmen on
holiday and glodbe-lrotling celebrilies
signed the guest register, as well &3 many
from the entertainment world (Inchuding
Wil Rogers, Jeanstie MacDonald and
Nehson Eddy, Charies Laughton and Bing
Crosby).

And no wonder, The Tavern's [acilities
were $0C00d 10 none In the reghon « o
elsawhere, for that matter, Such cosmo-
politan amenilies as & ballroom, basber-
shop, bowling alley, theslre and riding
stabies were all part of the Tavern facdibes,

and s maniourist, besuticlan and physiclan .

were abways in residence. In laler years,
sarvices wace axpanded 10 Inciude & goif
links, swimming pool ("The Plunge ™), suto-
mobile garage (which later doubled as an
ndoor skating rink) and toboggan hill —
the latter two amenibes developed during
the Tavern's years of winler operstion,

The lame of the enterpnse spread, brng-
ing with It Increased business and sull
more lame. While other holels and resorts
came and went, the Tavern remained,
taking on the status of an institytion In the
rapicly Changing eConomy of the postwar
period. Bul & 10¢ce wis growing along with
the economy which would shake the loun-
dations of even such well-established
enterpiises as the Tavern,

By the early 19608, the Inevitabenty of &
sewer 00 Tanoa's wesl shore was s3sured,
The expense ol connecting 10 this new
systom was especially severs for resorts
and hotels, for their sasessments for 1he
hookup were Dased on (he number of
accommodations they provided. It ls not
surpeising that the proprietors of some

L T weh antarseises, ", 0x-
" 'M“ﬁmwwﬁmcmm«

be justified by the thres brief months of
operation, and a number of local resort and
hotel tacilities 800n wore “For Sale™signa.
The tuture Of seasonal communities, sOMe
was ln condominiuma. After all,

(e developers, who wanted 1o stey i

& dank oid hotel when Ihey COuld own &
modern Lkeside residence on the same
site?

Not that such Bling homage 10 1he up-io-
cate was universal. Devotess of the Oid
Tahos ralsed & pudlic outtry againat the
demise of the Tavern, and other enlities
Ihreatened by the approach of progress.
But forced 10 choose between sMntiment
and solvency, Ihe Tavern's owners had 10
concede that happy memones ¢o not keep
the bills pald, and when the 1964 summer
04300 ended, an era was ending as waell,
107 e Taveen was closing its doors for the
last tima.

Al 80 auction held Seplember 12and 13,
1984, treature hunters and profd turnars
bid lor the angidle furrishings of the
9rand old rescvt. Kitchen and dining funi-
1ure, Chandelers and rugs, bedding and
Batheoom Natures wenl 0n the DioCk, &3 the
showplace was siripped of its finery.
Following Ihe auction, bulidmg materals
we $0id right olf the structures, siding
siripped and plumbing preempled. Win-
dows and doovs, Dathiubs and bodlers - all
had 10 go 10 make way for Ihe first of the
aea's condominiums.

A condition of sale of the property was
that the six-430ry bell tower be saved a5 8
Landmark around which the condo project
was 10 Do budl, but an arson lire levelled
ihis last vestige of the hatovic compound
before the naw dbulldings could be Com-
pleted, severing this Ninal the with the past.
And 30 the Tahce Tavern ceased 10 be
anything more than & memory for the
uncounted crowds who had passed through
Aummwmwmdn
existence.

« Ata moment in history when noslalgials
enjoying wide populanity, it is difcult to
sopiaciale e phitosophy, of 5 0e0prafido,
mmh!:wodw'dh'omp:g
and shrugged Its shoulders st the demos
Mion of some of Tahoe's most historic
structures. Howevee, (el Uy did, and with
& reverberation which would echo long
aller the rubdie of Iheir demise had bee

cleared away. s ,..3
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One of Ihe Tahow Inn's original uIBUIIdIngs was & log
s4loon on Front Sireel, 0ne door sast of the Inn prope
The axact your of il CONalruchion Cannol be venfiod but il
spparently came Indo being abow! the same Lime as the
Inn. The rough and ready aclivilies COMmOon 1o barrooms
ol 1he day were NOI CONBIGHed Proper almosphers for
1adhes, ANG 1he OId Inn &«d Not NCIUCE & Dar - Thus the
SOpArMIe Mruclure

The Log Cabin's populanty conlinued undiminished
INOUQN the years Of Prohibaion, PerMADS Bven anying

enhanced swccoss by wirlue of ils S0Ha10n and Iack of
mlerference from representatives of the law. Local en-
‘orcement of legit slion governing aiCOhol and gameng
~83 notonously ox, and the Log Cabin was able to
manlain an oper-400¢ pocy with impunity, relying on
DD-0Me 1rom well- L igced sOurces 10 prevent surprise vislts
from Federal oMl (18

During Gus Fenner’'s management of this street-front
Log Cabin (begimning about 192) 0r 24), the kquor llowed
feenly, i apite of Probdition David Bienerl. Renner's
Mepeon, recalls an incident which 1ook place i the
second Log Cabin poinling wp the non-cooperstion of
locals, who 81004 united in the face of oulside meddiing In
Iheir activition “One of Ihe Dig laughs that the people of
Tanoe City had.” Bienart ramembers, “was when one of
the Prohes (Federal sicohol enforcement agenis) ahot

B LRI LRI L LA LD

Log Cabins

By Corol Von Biten .
Courtaayof The L]
Tahoe Hstoncal Yy

himaall in 1he leg while Clawling underneath the Log
Cabin looking lor boore ~

The opportunly 10 chalenge Lady Luck was LY
19434y available on the promises. The Log Cabin oftered
slot machines, poker tables, wheels of fortune and
PUNChDOAId, equaling the variety « If ROt Ihe volume « of |
Nevada s gaming houses. (Gambling was eQalized in that
Male In 1831

During the years of the Volsiead Act (a8 Prohibiion was
known), alcohol 1or the Log Cadin's Dar was reputedly
supplied by local sources £ 8 Scolt makes menticn of a
“Goat Ranch” gown the Truckes River, where & "hand-
roched”™ distiiation was produced by Joe King. Another
popular aging process amployed the wave action of the
Lake 10 00 the work, and barmis of “working * hooch were
moored offshore, under Ine walchiul eyes of their owners.
UNBil SuCh lieme &8 INey weve 1040y 10 CONMUME (Of uAtl
CONSUMArs were ready 1o drink [hem) :

The 1834 fwe which Gestroyed Ihe Tahoe Inn abo
Drought an end 10 the Log Cabin 81, but sech a lucrative
Operalion would not die 30 sasdy By the summaer of 1834
the reincarnated Log Cabin was serving customers from
its new location behend Ihe Tahoe inn. Built by Carl
Bechdoit, S¢., 1his post-Prohitvtion Log Cabin backed uwp
10 Ihe goM cowrse, Mahing & handy “1IA MHole™ in the
sbsence of & proper cubhouse The Log Cabin 02 was an
OQually-popular haunt among Non-Qoiters, and the row of

wwRARIOAMDIEN (G IEAACUID 5GP BIOICed 8 Coovpnen, ,

retreat 1o¢ deve'ses of Indoor sports
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Overthe years, managers of Bechdolt's rustic roadhouse

" included Ed Reusenberg, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sutton, “Big"
Fred Reiselt, Chet Mickeljerd and several others. By the
mid-1830s, the repeal of the 18th Amendment had eased
. any concerns over alcohol-related rgids, but gambling
continued to play a majorrole in the recreational offerings

" of the establishment until 1948, when Edmund G. “Pat"
Brown took over the California Governorship. Soon
thereafter, local gambling operations which had thrived
during his prior term as Attorney General were forced to
shut down.

In 1952, Bechdolt arranged for the sale of the Log Cabin
building, and it was dismantled and moved to Crystal Bay,
Nevada, where it was reassembled on a parcel just over the
- state line. At a four-day Grand Opening just prior to
Memorial Day, 1952, new owner Bert Cochran promisedto
“throw away the key and be open around the clock” (with
Johnny Caruso as host). The Log Cabin continuedtobea
successful business at th2 new site, until it, too, was
destroyed by fire.
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Through the sary years of Dus Contury, Serra vacasons
Nad been the province Of the wealthy Pudiic iy ansponabon
was epenalve, and ACCOMMOCATONS in Ihe slegant hugh
Country hosteines came Cear [ the Hext two decades,
Rowever, pgmiicant changes in the patiern of Amernican
e woulkd Drng & mone vaned popUlation 1D he lormerty
exciuee doman of these summaer siite. Altenng he loca)
Kene as nothung defore & had.

By 1) Henry Ford's assembly kne techmque had
greatly reduced the cost of manulacturing, Bul mih e
outbreak of World War [ the loficwing year, INe Inacwa bon
was Appiead 10 the prodection of weapons and vehcies of
was. However, Dy the ume the Doughboys retumed om
forsgn shomes, Amenca had reveried 10 8 peacetme
#CONOmy, Dased Lrpety On he Producson of automotses.
These mass-produced wehicles, DOUght On Bme, were
withunt (e maens of Ihe aversge postwar family, and ‘or
he first ima, INg MICTe Clazsas wers Abie 10 Chmbd dehwrd
e wheals of thaw Own tivvers 4nd Lake 10 the 0pen road

The sffects of Dns Cevelopment on e oune inCustry
were lar-reachung. Auto camps and plariom lent Cioes
wers Deginning 10 8peing up I rural areas Al Cver e
Coundry. and TaMoe wia MO §xCepton, “Improved” roacs
HONng DOIN tha NOTh and wasl ah0res OF Ihe Lake Pad Deen
compigied just pnOr 10 the Outbreak of war, and at he
junction of these cust-choled Dywarys, (he seecs of an
esladished communely began 10 grow. By 1820 Tahoe
Cay's businesses Inciuded a garage Milng 11aboa, several
10Opng MNouses and restaurants, two markets (not Salewasy
and Lucky. you may De sure). and cance hall, severs)
SIO0NS, & me & duapensary of Mms,
curice and fishing tackle.

Of course, much of the Ira e 1o and lrom 1he Lake wes
stll by train, Pricr 10 the conatructica of the Lincoin
Highway, the gruekng lrip from the Bay Ares 100k several
days, and the final 100 mules. Over the rutted grade from
Coftax 1o Tahows City, wias 8 Aerve-wraching, 1pine-0ibng
ordeal of frve Or 3ix hours (Nt counting time out for Mal
Brea, Dodkovers, or other mechancal problema). But many
wewed Iha discomiéon and potential penis of the molor rip
a3 2 chalengung adventure winch made the desbnalion all
e more splendid.

For the two Cecades Datween the wars, sach pasung
SA230N Saw & S1ealy InCreass i the summer popuiation -
On & §incly seasonal basis. The hardy lew who made
Jahoe City ther ysar-round homae sl numbered less than

« 200 by e mnd-1830x, and tns Nigure would have iIncluded
Late Forest and Tahoe Pask. (The 1508 graduating clase
«of Tahow City's branch of Pucer Unlon Hgh School was
but 8 wngle student),

Tha reaacn 10r this meagre sCatlanng of souls Could be
alad i One word: 3A0w. Winler road Closures prevenied
e possibiity of & winter vistor economy - Aot that there

« WOUIAAEYP Daen UG 1D OCoURY A isdar 10, Dose days.
Thoegh a lew summer Rome Cwners artived On Memaonal
Cay weetand 10 Open their places IOr the sesacn, things
A ROt Qat OMMCAly uUnderway - 81 st &8 Lar &3 t1he Jocal
Duiesaes were Concarned - untd e Fowan of July
workanc. Than S78r rane OF N weas of Iurious scovity,
W ORI CRME ONCe BGEN 10 AN EDLDT hat weh the
arrivad of Labor Dey. Part-Gme rescents angd ownens of

The Open Road

(-33.
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oullylng resorts lradilionally greetsd thag herdidiol of
atumn by draning waler Snes, Lasternng sittars In
place, slowng porch humulure and mebng eyl preper-
AUCNS aganal the FONNCOMNg Seesons oOf New Absence
Thus on any Labor Day westend, Ihe 1own's permarers
amuwaulmmmwmmn
& 310ady procession of vehicies heading owt of Wown uned
next year, The few visitors who ingersd wa
the risk of being anowed in, for the Cakformua Diviyern of
Highways covld not be expecied 10 Cear the roeds in the
event of an sarty siorm.

The unavoidadie fact of Dus briel and Cleaty-cafined
$P030N reguired unusual Ingenwty on the part of local
residents, and most wore several Nats in oroes 10 sutlan 8
year-round sustence. Some found winter wort &3 Care-
uhmolmroynmu-mmmwhum
Of while-$84500 LrOpects - UsuaTy The repesr of eGusbment
Of the manulacture of goods whath Could e 30id dunng
e 108OwINg 10wna! seascn. Many cul ice or frewood, and
200 NG00 In I78pPING U vANOUS Pur-DERNNG SAmals
AdUNIAM In he arsa.

-~

From Octoder 110 May 1, the steamer NEVADA (and
facer the Crunser MARIAN B) an 0n & Uvice-weekly winter
scheduia, Geivenng mad and suppiles 10 e scattered
naSilatons arcund the Lake, and s 0Derabon prowded
winZes empioymant 107 & lew pecple. S0 100 Gud the b of
repanng the temporanly icle rofng siock ol the Lake
Tahoe Raitway and Transportation Compamy and sleamer
TAHOE, and later the cars and equipment of Southern
Pacific. However, in spite of Ihe wiilingness and inCusiry
of the local population, life remained rough in the
mountaing .

An early oHOM 10 Dalance this IDpded SCONOmy was
1Mo Deainchild Of Jack Mathews, who was apposnted
manager of the Tahoe Tavern in 1927, shorily alter the
Diss (amdy 3010 out 10 1he Linnard Hotel interests, Wien *
the comversion of the Jocal rad system 10 sLanderd Gauge
by Sovihem Pachc, Malhews saw thg potental for &
sacond 3ea30n of pperalon, and for the next hall-dozen
yoars, an arrangement with SP brought Natiencers (mary
of whom hid never seen snow) 10 the Tavern's docrstep
on winter week ends via “Saowball Specials” - expresses
from the Bay City and Sscramenio.

For the entertainment of i3 wivle-S08800 visdors, v
Tavern olfered its Winter Sports Grounds, one mvie west of
ine hotel, Horses Hited out wilh snowahoes front and rear
wede kepl Dusy puiling siegha 1l of euphonc guests 1o
ihe wie, where they COuld thnll 10 8 ride On the laal-paced
“ toboggan slide, Or walch ExNDDOA 1) [umpang On the
word-class " whach in 2531 houted I Nesonal
Champeonahion. The Tavern's sutomobule gange. un-
needed in hoht of CIoead Mghways, Siw USe A8 AN NEOOF
qumuuummmdm-w
v«w-mmwm
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Though a noble experiment, the Tavern's winter opera-
tion had not been a financial success,-and when the
hostelry returned to its summer-only schedule in 1934,
most local businesses had no choice but g'o follow suit.
The feasibility of winter operation had been questionable :
at best, and most merchants felt lucky to keep their doors
open for the three months of summer - winter was
generally viewed as a period of recovery and seclusion.

By decade S end however, the memory of earlier failures
had faded - afleast in some minds. What about winter,
anyway? Snow had already been demonstrated to possess
recreational properties. Why not inform the public of-
Tahoe's ample endowment? To this end, a late-summer
editorial in the Lake Tahoa News spoke enthusiastically of
thgzoming snow: “There are many plans for bigger and
'.‘beﬁ’er winter sports in the ke region now ready to be
‘cafried out for the coming ceason,” confided the editor.
“T!)l; year will be an iazal one to lntroduce yourself to the
pleasures of a White Christmas.” '

There were few takers that winter or in those immediately
following, for how to getthere -and how to get back - were
still problems without a comfortable solution. Yet among
those who chose to stay “on the hill” through those long
seasons of isolation, shared experiences translated into a
growing sense of community spirit - and the town's first
real efforts at self-improvement.
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