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The Phantom of the Far Shore

Ths Setvrday evenng I @ reffle sparsored by Pe
Noeth Lok e Tohee Matorel Socety, hee haky tchotoly
ors woll be (hosen to vevel back Prangh lacel boorng
Malory %o the we o wood end dveme. The o
prirewirmers will sach heve the privdege of selecting nerne
Iriends to sxtempany them in he plesiwre of 8 one how
vise sboerd Ceorge Whnel s legendory morine
behemory, the THUNDY FARD,

Whrrell, mdiorane ployboy of on sorker ere on
Tohoe's sect shore, had @ pession lor the wswol, ond s
1929 Hoch or-devsgred morvel « 35 leet of mohogany ond
onlews sieel ~ wan only one of mony sch homoges Yo
novelty, Though ha domecie (ond Na dreomboot) hove
long since possed no other hondy (the eviote 1o the
Dreylva famdy, the boot to 8.8 Horroh, Owen Owens ond
row 10 Byt end Joon Gdb), mprvieries surrounding the
rechuvaive Wiittell, once owner of more of the Loke Tohoe
Bovin thon ory other Indvidyol, remain myriod.

Arrivang on the locol scene in 1928 in the woke of the
bovin's lumbering era, Whrtell invested o port of ha
fothe's bortune (ocqueed in bonking. rollroading ond reol
esiote) in the “uselens” cut-over holdngs of timber borom
Bis ond Hobort. Eventvolly, Whittell obtoined deeds 10
over 11 mules of Nevada lohelront, the boundories of
which sstended from the eart end of Crystol Bay south to
Zephyr Cove.

On @ lovely sout shore inlet known o1 Sond Horbor,
Whettell hod comirucied o $300,000 French choteou, the
steep slote roofs of the moin house ond i numerown
outbuildngs setting off onework common o the
structhures of medievol Normondy, Thunderbicd Lodge, o
Whittell nomed the estate, goined instant populonity with
the curious puble, whose eliorts of close scrvtiny by boot
were montored by o sound device. When
octivated, o loudipech er syntem broodcost o of “TW
Be Glod When You're Deod, You Roscol, You©,

From the first, news of ony octivity within the borders
ol Whittells 22 400-0cre “hingdom™ wor dunsemancied
fonthiylly (i through @ somewhot bent probowci) by the
locol press, who were exciuded with the resl, ond who
selred on ony opportunity 1o ploy up the eccenirites of
the recluse philanthropist for the edifcotion of their eager
reodership.

The sumemner of 1939 wos an especiolly juicy one for
locol newshowhs, with the July 23 issuve of the “Tohoe
Tottlee™ glootingly reporting severol domogng croshes of

Whrrell Dydraplanes” (amphbecns srtrelt) based ot Ny
Tehoo lorwess In he hrd of sch miihaps oxcwing wihea
0 one yoor peviad, plet Fred Kere s fadure to draw In the
londing geor tesuiied n e plane “catching @ whee!™ ond
Hhppeng over. A semder incdent the yoor prar nvehved o
fhpover drrg londng srhing erarher of Whinelly
reaplones in &0 leet of worer Both ploney swetonned sh
evere ynciwrel mpoirment et ey  tenseguently
requited damanting belere hey could be Wuched sut of
the boven hor rebusbdung

Nevher 6d the “Terrier™ man e oppornety %o
roport 0n Whineil's orher attvives that summar « theugh
they proved levs dramanc, Progress on censiruchon of Ma
private yocht horbor (hen baing blavied out of the swoid
gronite shorelre) wos of wicent Aewrworthnen o
worront theee photcs on page ene of the Ny 28 “Terrier”,
The some orle oho mode menton of & recently.
lounched 173 horsepower Venmor Niled boat, which the
coploin hodn'l “epened wp”™ by previnme, stording Yo
observers, “but it goung helf theorie it gondy ouidis-
tonced ol neorby lohe worercroh

Pochops the mos! unigue leahwre of Whkrelly sviote
wos not the archetechure o the marine hrbiahings, but the

“inhobitonty = beasts natvve 0 the wids of Alrika which

choir In Na hnol yeors won rumored

comequence of 0 wrewfing meich Wi
over sued lelmes.

Though the noted pensonclay of George §. Whertell,
Je. porsed on 1o N finol reword of oge 57 in Apnid of 1949,
the mogndicence ond mystery of the eost shore legend he
crected lnes on, nuriured by tongble remindens in the
form of domicde ond ort deco dreomboot,

A chorce 10 ke o tip back into the glomarous post
of this diniriows phontom-of-the for-shore is yours with
the purchase of o 31 roffle ncket (six for §5), ovoslable of
the Gotehsepers Cobnm Museum thvough Soturdoy,
(Tickertholders need not be present of the drowing 10 win,)
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W the teadec’s lomidiarty with local lodgng locdties
does not precede the ere of “timeshare™ ond “intervol
ownenhip. * he connot hnow of the glories of the “Tomily
194001 on mahiytion well.represented of Loke Tohoe o
generotion ogo. These “destinotion resorts” of yesterysor
I view of thew huge populority, might have continued 1o
his day were it not lor several interfering foctors which
seoled 1heir enlerpreneur ol doom

For over hall 0 century locol single tomily enterprives
wuch o8 Homewood Resort, Chombers’ Lodge Meeks Boy
‘and Pollen Leol Lodge esponded their locdites through
1l ond Jeon times. Their succenes, though chistly the
result of just plown hord work. were ol indebled 1o the
folsser loire ottinude of government in those doys for
hese secronal resorts come of 0ge In spurts ond yiarty
heir proprietors odding 1o their offered occommadationy
ond amenities or hinonces ond free lime permitied

-\

Permits wore not yo! required, this freedom
contributing 1o the tenvous noture of the struciures and
onuring thot no such cperotion covld survive the
mid-1960"s, when conversion 10 0 COMMON sewer system
mandoted changes 100 coatly 10 be underioken,

The oldest of these resorts, Follen Leaf Lodge, wos
inivoted by Williom Whitman Price. o professor ot Stantord
whose enthusiosm for the notwrol sciences led 1o the
opening of 0 boyy summer comp in the canyon below Glen
Alpine Springs in 1896, In 1905, he moved the comp
[named for Lovis Agossiz, “Fother of the Ice Age Concept”)
10 the southwest shore of Follen Leal Loke, where
occommodotions for the porents of his compers were
provided ot his new resoct,

Following World Wor | which morked the end of the
boys comp the resort ocquired lond lormesly belonging to
the Luchy” Boldwin ssiote. ot well as property of Charles
A Swhier ond the Blonchard fomily. Subsequent lo the
death of M. Price. Na wite operoted the resort, ond In Iy
finol yeors, the business wor overseen by doughlers
Harriet Price Croven ond Fronces Pork Sireet. Connection
10 the sewer for eoch ond every plumbed strucivie on the
Frounds (among them o great many guest cabine) wos o
hopeless expeme lor such on operoton 1o endure. ond
Folien Leol Lodge &d not survive

Homewood Resort ohio dates rom near the tum of the
century, having it baginnings in 1910 when Arther ond
Annie Jost of Woodland initieted comtruction ol o
theee story hotel on the loherhore loter complemented by
NWM.'.MM“(M.&:Q..MNM
Mrs. Jost opercted the business lor over @ decode

The steamer “Lody of the Loke™ readying to depert
the Hotel Homewood s pler.

Tollowing her husbond's death. but Il heolth lorced the
sole 10 another Woodlond couple. Don and Bernice Hull, in
9%

The Huth begon o remodelling project the following
yeor - one which continued 10 some exten! until they sold
the resort 10 Helen Alrich in 1964, Among their
improvements wos o commerciol building (ot the fool of
who! i now the Homewood Shi Areo hill). comirucied on
the foundation of the former dancehall, which hod

collopsed in the snow the winter prioc 1o their purchose of
the reson

-



Anciher (onceasion inouguiated by the Hutly wos the
Jomous Homewood Snack Shack, whers the generel
public, o well 08 the rewort’s guests, Cnid purchore
sondwiches, solt deinky, e creom cones, gum, condy ond
posicards without leaving the beoch orea. The Hully olss
remodelied the hotel proper, relocoting the dningroom
from the interior of the budding 1o the lobe vde, 10 Iohe
betrer odvontoge of the view,

Mesks Boy Resort, estoblished In 1920 by Oswold
Kehlet ond som George ond Fred, wos onother enterpiise
which grew ond developed sporadicelly s swcconldd
4001008 genercted the captol 10 espond Startng with o
grocery store ond lodge building. the Kehlety eventuolly
odded 0 lob efront dimngroom ond donceholl, end over the
yoors consirucied 0 1otal of over siaty cobim

Locoted on the rovte between Meeks Boy ond
Homewood wos Chombers' Lodge, the domoin of Dove
Chambers, whose Hotel Somorkind In Somte Barbore
represenied more-thon odequote credentich lor the
operotion of ha Tohoe Resort, ocquived In 1925, Orignolly
estoblished by John Mcinney 08 “Hunter's Home™ in 1843,

the resorfs existing improvements were molded by
Chombery into o well remembered formuly reson Ico!vm\g
on ennuol speedboo! regata for the entertcinment of oll

Competition between the resorts wos cordwol ond
friendly. reports Don MM, S¢.. lormerly of Homewood
Resort. All the businessmen on the Colifornio side of the
ke were interested in promoting the virtues of the orea
ot lorge. ond shored the benefits of their eforts

"All of cur resorts could stand more people until we
wore filled up,” Mr. Hulf exploins. “Thea we would try 1o
help people find occommodotions 3o 1hot they wouldn't be
discovroged with coming 10 Loke Tohoe. We hod o
convodeship of colling vp the different resorts with
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somatody pandeg ot youl besk Wa d iry Wesks boy ond
Orambais ond oll cling the bia 1o got o Lammanisbotard
We were 9 vary vory liandly grovy ol competitons

Me. WM 1ocolls one Lose in poindt ") 1emand e
gt ot duningroom hod @ 1un on laak dugs, o we
weie bogning 10 rvn ot of kol chigs | weed i gud
collad vp Dove Chambery ond s0d. “Worm yoy gt any
lomb in your rediigeotr?” He sod. “Well et g soe
Wod @ mingte - hold the phone. And by goly. he sent o
boy vt ther e 0nd he beought vp 0 rock of lowd hogs 1o v
while | wos stll on the telephone - hept my dnrgpoom
going thot might. Bt hot's the woy we ol gof glong
those dopn.”

Bt the inception of 0 bovn wide spptem of sewope
dnporol ord the groduol ocguaiton of ofl bt J 6 percant
ol the bown's lond by goves nment entted served 10 brng
1o 0 dlose the ers of fomily Busnenes. lnoding to e
o1 ivol of Cor povote intereity oble 1o linance The I onsrton
And 10 some minds we ore the poorer bor the lows of these
1050013 which ployed wuch on wnporiont port m the wey of
Me once snjoyed of Tohoe

Prior 1o Dove Chomber's
purchase of the resont In
1925 this is how the Mc-
Kinneys Muater's Home"™
locked from the Loke
Behind ond 1o the left of
the wherl s the hotel
buliding. which hod been
barged ocrons the Loke
from Glenbrook ot the turn
of the century,
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Kings Beach

From the sarlient doys of It eslatence, the loke thore
community of Kings Beoch hos bottied o honky-tonk
reputotion lobeling It o4 the “Coney hilond of the Noeth
Shore,” Thowph grovs roots elforts of locol Butinesimen in
recent yeors have contributed 10 @ revenol of 1Ns rend,
they con do mothing to involidote the eveals ond
clecumatances of hiviery,

Kings Beoch, borm in the jorr oge, wet weoned on
trwsh, locolly-distilled whishey ond grew up ot the seomy
poor relotion ol older neighboring communities. Yel prior
10 the kote 1920's, Kings Beach wos no more thon o wide
spot In the rood. In foch, os lote e 1934, odvectiting w1ill
relerred 10 the location o “Brochwoy Vista.”

Though the story has olten been daminned oy fumor
or begend, it s the lirm recollection of mare thon one locol
resident that Joe King, © lumberjockh lrom Truchee,
ocquited the property which later took ha nome In o
forehud mid-20's poker gome, in which the blg loser wos
rechure millioncire George Whittell,

King s00n begon o bulld the core of o theiving
community, developing commaerclal Nghwoy frontoge
slong the edge of on ideslly tot, shollow bathing beach
ond ploying londlord 10 saverol secsonal enterprisves
Includng o barber shop, beouty solon ond the Tohoe
Theotre.

Best remembered of the sorly burinesses of Kings
Beoch Is Johnay Royburn's Buchhorn lnn, which enjoyed
severol decodes of popularity with vocotioners ond kol
alike,

The Buchhorn ond other local business ignored
Coldornia’s gaming lows In lovor of Nevoda's, conducting
osgonized gombling on the premises, This encowroged the
wort of customer heplicihim commonly omeciated with
gomes of chonce. In 1937, the Inn's odvertislng sought o
recssure polential clientele with o relecence to manoger
“Honest Joha™ Peralto.

The previous yeor, the Buckhom hod hod trouble of o
déferent sort when Tohor City Constoble Horry Johonson
conducied o rold on the premises. Al that time o Joe Perer
hod been lound guilly of possension of @ number of slot
machines ond goming parophernalia and fined $130.

But enforcement of state goming lows wos generally
lox, ond Kings Beoch continued, through the lote 1940% 1o

Po=msaspenl Pe R ipqentar w9

Story -

be comidered @ “hot spol.” Roybutn's succens lostered the
development of severol other bors ond nightipons,
incleding The Pies, Freeman's Inn, Celeste’s Cochtail Bor
ond 0 concern occupying the bullding which presently
houses Los Tres Hombees,

The comenunity wos nol oll glitter ond night-hle,
Nowever, An oll.ienporiont loctor in the development ol
Kings Beoch wos Joe King's subdivision of o portion of N
new property lor o residential orea. King felt sorry for the
ocol working closs people who wolled the clubs and
secronal butnesses of the larger, Blustote community,
serving o3 wollrerses, clerks, moids, borkeeps ond cord
dealers. This lobor lorce hod bean generally wcble to
allord property prioe 1o King's involvement In locel reol
*110te, owing 10 the sire of avollable parcels, King solved
this by moking his lots o modest 25 leet wide - o tvolly
deeded el sites 1t lorge encugh 1o accommodate o 16
foot platiorm siruchure.

King Nurnished the seasonsl tent city with on
obove-ground waoter system, providing o complimentary
spigot ot the edge of sach lot, Scon ofter Lobor Day each
yeor, this system wos drolned ond owners “broke comp”
lor the season, The mokeshift structures were relleved of
thele rools, ond eoch loll @ growing number of plorioms
remoined o1 withesses 1o the seasonal hobliction, The
following Memoriol Day, the system would be recctivated,
bringing the community back 1o lile lor another season.

Over the succeeding decodes, property owners begon
10 Imperove on ond expand thelr summer residences,
digging septic tonks ond lioming ond rooling the
formerly-convos structures, Moany Kings Beach dwellings
owe the tromilent quolity of their exisling orchiteciure fo
on eorly omseclotion with the sodmeher, ond thelr
diminutive slze 10 the postoge-stomp parcels on which
they i1,

Today Kings Beoch will serves o8 © bedroom
comenunity for employees of the north siateline clubs, fust
o1 It did lour decodes ogo, A newly-londscoped P.U.D,
Pork, bullt on lokelront which once belonged 10 Joe King,
provides locol color of o diferent sort thoa thot which
chorocterized the communily’s eorly doys « more
aromotic, Il less lnteresting, thon the ero which preceded
"
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Loke Tohoe, It Is sasy 10 imogine the chollenge 1o conquer
thot offects some doring personolities. For marothon
swimmers the vout surloce repeesents on lrreshitible pull
“becouse it Is there™, similor 1o the colfl of mowntoin
climbers 1o the highest pechs,

The eorly 19303 wos o pericd of superiotives during
which people strove 1o improve their troubled circumsion-
ces in the e ol wperhumon leots, The
motothon doncers of the period, the llogpole sitters ond
the goldinh swollowers = oll monilested the urge to go to
exiremes 10 overcome the current burden of mankind.

Long-distonce swimming wos o populor monideviction
ol this urge 10 excel. b Englond, Gertruce Erdele,
slothered with 4 kilos of grecse, hod recently conquered
the English Chonnel, So it was in keeping with the spicit of
the oge when Myrtle Huddleston, 200 pound secsoned
enduronce swimmer ond exempldication of loir womaon.
hood, succestiully crossed the breodth of Loke Tohoe on
Auguit 25, 1931, With her body heavily greased 1o prevent
Ioss of heat in the grueling swim, Mrs, Huddleston set off
trom Deodmaon’s Point, north of Glenbrook, ot cbout 8
o'clock on Sunday morning. ond driven by waves which
forced her off course (she eventuclly swom something
more like 20 miles), she come oshore ot Tohoe City, having
been in the woter just under 24 hours, During the ordecl,
she lost twelve pounds, but collected $700 offered for o
successful cronsing, ond secured o position o swimming
instructoress of Tohoe Tovern In the borgaln,

in the next few yeors, Mrs, Huddleston's ochievement
received snthusiostic review on locol tongues, prompting
other hopeluls 1o step lorword ond ottempt the formidoble
crossing. Most notoble omong these wos Cloy Shermon
(21-yeor-old son of the Son Froncisco musik merchont who
founded Sherman Cloy Music), of thot time ottending the
University of Oregon. The August 5, 1935 editicn ol the
Tohoe Tottler onnounced in front poge heodlines that the
§'4% " Shermon would stort from Deodmon’s Polnt of
midnight the lollowing day, with the plon of coming ashore
ot Tohoe Tavern, But luck wos not with the musculor,
athletic Sherman, who wos forced 1o stop the morothon
olter 4% hours due 10 o sudden ottock of cromps. He did
nol oltempt another swim,

Three seasons loter, in the sumener of 1937, o
seosoned French enduronce swimmer nomed Poul
Chotteou, who ot that time held the record for swimming
the Catelina Chonnel, manoged to grob severol heodlines

— e

Lake Tahoe

of Ns own with hia proposed cromsing of the loke.
However, unoble to find linoncial bocking, Chotteaw
opporently obondoned the plon, o1 o Tottler correspon-
dent wos told thet he hod checked out of his room ot
Brochwoy., Chotteow refused, the Toller reported, “10
swim lor the glory olone ond states I he Is unsucceniul,
which he doubts, he will o1k no reword other thon 1o try
0gon. (We with we might convey his inimitoble occent,
byt In words 10 this etfect, thot swimming the loke wos o3
01y 03 smohing the big block cigar o which he pulfed.)”
The swim wos never attempled.

Williom Long. o 27.yeor-old Von Nuys lifeguord, wos
the first mon 1o successiully swim the wighth of Loke Tohoe,
avoblithing 0 new record. Long. like his predecessors,
wos blown ol course by the loke’s Ireacherous winds,
octually swimening on estimoted 17 miles in the process of
crossing the loke, Prompted by his succens, o young girl
ond 0 dd-yeor-old mon, swimming together, become the
third ond fourth 1o hove crossed the loke during the
summer of 1954,

Coptoin Fred Rogers of South Son Froncino wos the
next 10 successiully swim the loke, conguering the width
on August B, 1955, Setting oM from Cove Rock, Rogers
stroked the distonce in 0 mere & hours ond 4 minytes,
coming ashore ot Mesks Bay. This success led Rogers to
further glory in his succesalul swimming of the length of
Loke Tohowe « lormerly considered on “impossible” feat, On
August 28 - less thon three weeks offer Nis successiul
croming of the width, Rogers ond onother enduronce

. swimmer, Jose Cortinos, set off from Kings Beoch,

stroking toword the south shore,

Rogers ond Cocting become seporoted in the linol
hours of the swim, Rogers coming oshore of the £l Dorodo
Beoch having swum Tohoa's 21% mile length in 19 hours
ond & minutes. Corting londed ot nearby Siateline Beoch,
hoving swum nearly os for but folling just short of
conquering the octuol length,

Since the mid-19%0s there have been numerous
trons-Tohoe swims, ye! the public’s enthusiosm for such
elorts hos foded o bit with fomiliarity, However, there Is
no toking owey from the foct thot the “greot inlond sec”
thot is Loke Tohowe represents every bit o3 much ditficult
chollenge os ever it did, ond ony swimmaer who ottempts o
crossing con only succeed with o combination of skill, guts,
enduronce and luck that the weather does not represent
100 formidoble on obstocle.

- -
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Real Live
Indian Summer

Much is mode in some locol circles of one’s pedigree
o3 0 seosonal pioneer of the oreo. "My lomily's been
coming up here every yeor since . . .” is o time-worn cloim
10 some kind of stotus 03 0 summer local. A generation of
more-orless consecutive seosons’ atlendance represents
a certain devohon 1o the locole. Among the generol
populus, lifty years' worth of summers is rore, ond beyond
a claim of three generotions’ seosonal residence few but
toddlers dore treod.

Yet, even the most ancient resident - unless some of
his ancestors were Indions - connot begin to compare his
family's record of annual visitotion 10 that of the Washo
(correct original spelling) tribe. Since prior 1o the odvent of
o written locol history, some members of this tribe ore
known to have moade onnual migrations from their winter
ronge in the Corson Valley (remorkobly borren of edible
vegetation) to loke Tohoe's west shore, where the
sbundance of fish and the ovoilobility of pine nuts ond
berries offorded o meoger existence (the Indions never
found o woy of eating the view) prior to the turn of the
century.

. So, in the cose of the Wosho, it wos with more thon
the ordinary enthusiosm thot they greeted the orrival of
the white man, with whom they quickly struck up o sort of
coexistence - o partnership which proved voluoble 1o both
groups. Several Indion encampments attoched themselves
to west shore resorts, annuolly returning to coexist with
Chambers’ Lodge, Homewood Resort ond Meeks Boy
Resort,

Don Hufl, who, with his wife, Bernice, owned ond
operated Homewood Resort from 1938 1o 1964, recalls his
deolings with the Indions who attoched themselves to the
Resort. Eoch group of Indions, Huff recalls, hod its own

- '&.&o.—-‘-.;f..;d’-.&‘.‘. z

“territory”, ond would not encroach on its neighbors. They
hod o comp in the woods, generally west of the resort with
which they were associoted, ond the same Indions would
come bock 10 the some spot yeor olter yoor, whore they
were fed from the resort's kitchan, ond, in exchonge,
provided the resort with lish and loundry service.

Evelyn Prentiss Choate, whose porents lirst purchosed
their Homewood property In 1904, remembars one such
encompment which onnually moteriolized “in bock of
McKinney's”, neor the present site of Chamberlonds. The
squows from this group did the loundry ond housework for
Mrs. Prentiss ond her neighbors, while doughter Evelyn
played on the beach with Loubell ond Fishhook, and Indian
brother ond sister of about her oge.

The services were rendered in on old galvonized
waoshiub provided by Mrs. Prentiss, who compensated the
squaows with coins ond cost-off clothing. The oboriginal
lodies were not the least bit shy obout requesting o
gorment still on the owner, "I like coot™ being tantamount
to a demond for possession.

In the eorly 1960s, Mrs. Choate visited the site which
she remembered os the Indions' former encompment, ond
found o group still comped there! Among them wos her
former playmate, Loubell -« their hoppy reunion occuring
aofter a hlatus of more thon 45 yeors.

Since that time, this ond other encompments have
been obliterated by the advance of subdivisions ond
publicly maintained forest lond, bringing on end to the
migrations of the Washo. The sustenonce they once
injoyed along the peaceful west shore of Lake Tahoe is no
longer availoble, gone lorever in the mad maorch for the
development dollor,
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It's the
Pfeifer House to You

Few local commercial structures can claim the Pustory
and vanety of business activity assocrated with the Pleder
House During the budiding ‘s 50-plus years of exastence, ot
has served ot least five proporetorships, offering a variety
of cursines and atmospheres - each 0ne UNIQue and every
one popular

Originally intended a3 & residence, thes bukding's fest
use a1 & place of business was under the ownership of
Mr. and Mrs. H.T. Marshall. They offered maeals and - In
the way of overnght accomodations « hall-a-doren cad-
ing, located uphdl from the restaurant. These buildings
served 8 subsequent Operation as quarters for & number
of ladies of thae night, who recernved callers with a siarthing
frequency, among them (according 10 eyawrness
#ccouns) certain prominant citizens of the town

During the heavy snow year of 1938, the man resi-
dence was occup-ed by Floyd and Beulah Carnell Mrs
Carnell remembers that when one of har husband's mus-
tangs had 10 be shot, he had the animal stulfed in the
bucking postion and set the cunosdy out in front of the
Inn for tourists 1o use s 8 prop lor pecture 1aung ltwas a
ratty steed, recalis Mes. Carnall yet it offered wresistable
roadside appesl 10 Many passing Motonsts, who sizpped
and somehow ended up staying for dinner

Nate Furpo followed the Marshalls as the nast proprie:
tor, his opet athon being remembered as 8 populer “hang
out” of the day

It was about 1939 when Firpo sold Lake Inn 10 the
partnershep of “Mom™ and “Pop™ Meyers and their future
son-in-law, Tommy Bonano. The Meyers at that time
owned and cperated “The Hut™, Ben Callender’s lormer
operation in Homewood, and they set 10 work with the
same enthusiasm and fnendliness whech had made thew
west $hore restaurant,/ bar 50 popular

In the days when Tahoe City Constable Harry Johanson
was the sole representative of law and order between
Forasthill and the Caldorna-Nevada stataling, gambdling
on Tahoe's north and west shores was 8 commonplace,
with slot machines 10 be found “out front™ in most grocer-
ies and bars and restaurants. A phone call ip-off from the
Constable, signalling an impanding rasd, would drive the
one-armaed bandas behand the counter until the heat was
off, and few arrests were made.

This legal inclination toward a policy of live-and-let-live
fostered other, more organized forms of gambling. Lake
Inn was among the several businesses ready Lo separate
a fool and his money, offering [in addition 10 the usual
rfechanized “sucker pluckers”™) “217, craps and a roulette
wheel - all reputed by “wictims™ 10 be unfaurly adyusted in

favor of the house
Continued on page 12
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Lake Inn hijincks
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Tahoe Heritage coadaned m: pesed

But the lawless charscter of such days was obbifg
away In the postwar Lide, Dringung & greatly-increased
population and consequently better law entorcement. In a
1947 watershed conviction, Fred ichelson [then Swner of
the Tahoe Tavern) plesded guiity to charges of possession
of gambdling machines, marking the beginning of the end’
for the many semi-yisbie gaming operations on the Call-
fornia side of the lake. 1n & few years, the busindsses
which owed thew success 10 the income genersted by
gambling Degan 10 close thew doors - amang them, Lake
Inn '

It was not untid about 1850 that Ric Giannini, ot that
tima operator of five dairy routes for Golden State, pur-
chased the property. The building had stood empty for’
severa! seasons, and was in a state of dildpidation.
According 10 Guanninl, he and his wile Bernice devoted
consderable time and effort to cleaning and repaws
before thay were able 10 secure the blessings of the Bosrd
of Health.

Ric sppointed his cousn, Lois Pleifer, manager.of the
new business. and it was ths arrangement which promp-
160 the D B.A by which it is still known 10day. The new
operation was & family atfair from the start. Mrs. Giannini

and the couple’s two chudren, Trent and Jan, kept the
ganing room runnng smoothly, and in spite of his tume-
consuming dairy routes. Ric found time 10 1end bar occa-
sionally. However, it was Hermann Schaefier, one of
Squaw Valley's fust Dartenders, who usually did the
honors.

The arrangement worked well in all respects. In 19564,
Hermann Schaeller and Lois Pleder were marned, taking
over the Giannani’s inancial interest at the time. Under
their ownership, the business continued to theive - »
pleasant gathering-place for locals and vimiors alike,

In the fall of 1972, the partnership of Franz Fassbender
and Herwy Obermulier, two chefs who had lirst worked
together at Swiss Lakewood Lodge in Homewood, pur-
chased the busaness, buillding on the success enjoyed by
the former owners. Today, the culinary raddtions and
stmosphare are in the Old Eurcpean tradition, and the
conunentsl llavor is enhanced no less by the hand-carved

.« . fecqr thap by e deleioys, p«thomlzc‘w% MWM&)

A new banguet room caters 1o
persons.

Though the establishment has lost its “wild and wooly™
qualities. 1 nevertheless offers a delightful dining expe-
rence to be savored and enjoyed
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Folklore Forecasting

A3 sach passng day reatlirma wantee's inewvitable

spproach, one may catch an occasional ghimpes of 8 wid
creature, body plump with the bounty of summer and
pelage fiutty and dull against what the coming sesson
may have in store, scurrying here and thece in search of
its wanter food supply.
! Do these furry ntle beasts know something we dont?
Who can really say what Oid Man Winter will have in hig
Dag of tricks this year? Meteorology has proved itaell 1o be
8 rather imprecise beanch of science, and some have gone
30 far #3510 Suggest that the term s realty only & lanciiul
name for guessng

Such detractors claim that several “non-acsentifc®
mathods of weather prediction have just 38 grest a velid-
ity as tha forecasts Dased on satellite maps and the dwine
guidance of data processing. Some point 10 the govern-
ment's involvemaent in weather prediCtions 83 conliutwve
proof of inaccuracy.,

In any event, the gradual supplanting of foldlose predic-
pons by (reputedly) more scientiic methods has led to »
widespread ignorance of these old ways, which once
stood local inhabitants in such good stead And 50 88 »
service 10 those unfamiliar wath oldd-time weather pied-
tion, the following collection of “tned and true”™ methods
is offered.

Onae indication of the sevecity of the coming winter - 83
observed by several locals « is 10 measure the width of the
black band on & native vanety of fuzry caterpiliar « known
10 s0me a3 8 “wooly bear.” Advocates of this method have
in the past four decades noted bands as narrow as 1/32°
and as broad a3 7/716" (the later being observed on »
specimen collected in the fall of 1951, just prior 10 &,
record Sierra wanter),

The activities of wild animals, say some amateur foce-
casters, are 23 significant as variations in physical appear-
ance.

Some ancient suthonties cite the relative industry of

BRI w R B R A PERIRARARIES i AN N

squitrels, Chipmunks and other nul-gatheting snimals in
# Qwen year a3 an Inducation of the cuming winies's
severaty

Unusuaily large infestations of yellowjachets in the lall
#70 304 10 bo another forewarning of heavy §now yeais
In the fall of 1951, Tanoe City housewives (004 10 the
practice of hanging outl thew laundry al night to avoid
being stung by the thick swerms of these buring an-
AOYENCeN,

In the realm of shodt-range lorecasting, some tuin 1o
tne obaervation of physicel changes In thew own bodies,
noting *» touch of the rheymatiz® ss & sure sign of
ppproaching precipiation According 10 this theory, when
8 trich knee of a cranky shoulder begin 1o sche, i's lime 10
9ot out the muchiuchs and snow shovel.

Once 1he whae stut! has emptied the shies and lies In
frazen drifts 8cross the high country, scientdic measure.
mnt of the “pack” provides data for officia! pradictions of
the telative drought or deluge promised by 8pring. How-
ever, old timers ducredit this type of forecast as being
nothing moce than 1he obaeryation that water sveniually
can be counted upon 10 run downhill

Indaed, hindsight seems no better than lorssght whare
the prediction of tha COMING winter's weather Is con-
corned. For one might study the hundred-yesr oraph of
records without producsng any mose prophatic observa-
1500 than that the snowlall can certasnly vary 8 great deal
from year 10 year,

Should the Giverse and questionadle 8ignoosts of win-
ter weather provided hece fad 10 supply the reader with »
sound basis for prognostication, perhaps the wisdom of
the Indians is worth noting Whan consulted about the
impending winter, InNe sb0ngInale’ §30e advice is unwiv-
oring. It & person really wants 10 know, they say, about
how serious 8 winter is in store, the best indscator availe-
bie is the size of the whte man’s woodplle. Judging by the
asccumulaton of cordwood in evidence In many back
yards this (all, it's going 10 be quite & winter,
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THE ROUNDHOUSE

Ab one of & small hanalyl of sacly-day Tahos Ciy bus
Nesses whih sutvive it the 1000 4 15 Tahos Bust
Comgany boents 8 corerlul history spenning ever hall &
COPAUY Al 80 09547081 ok in Jocal Iransporiation proe
10 1he developemant of roads Mound the lake this Tahee
City conter of maring activily was chosely hnked with ofhar
0300t of local growih

The Miatary of 1he sIructures sasociated with the Bost
Company s older yet Prios 10 purchase by Norman May.
foadd In about 1930, 1he buddings Anown 1odey a4 Ihe
Roundhowse Mall and the Chan Mouse Restaurant. had
secved 1he Souihaen Paciic Ralioad a8 roundhouss and
machuine shop, and between 1 900 and 1920 in the same
copacitios for INe Bline tamily s Aarrow-gauge hne

Al the heart of 1he family's new anterprise wes 1he
Tonoe Tavern an elegant hostairy which would sventy-
alty include over 400 100ma The fust phase of construc-
on chlhed for the remaovel of shor line track in Glent ook
and Lake Valley (now South Lake Tahoe! for use n the
Truchoe River Conyon, where 8 new narew gavge hne
(Lake Tahos Radway and Tranaponstion Co ) was beng

1wt 1o connect Truckes and Tahoe City, The termunus of
the main rai hoe was o0 one of Tahoe Tavern s two piers.
from whech passengers destined for other points on the
Iake could Doard the steamer TAHOE, which in sumener
cieched the Lake daddy. A spur Hack ran the length of Com.
mons Beach, belors reaching its terminus i Ihe round-
house

The comples of buildings which constitvied the rad.
0ad's Maenance yards included, in addimion 10 the
roundhouse and maching shop, several small sutbuid-
Ings (1ded over. but stdl in sxistence today) which had
Deen Barged iniact from Gleneook 10 serve 84 1livage
and employes housng To thess Maylield added several
Mructates of his own, Bang most of the siructures with
Corrugated matal

b hs early yoars of cparation, Meytield had & contract
with Wil Baas for annual maimtenance on the famous
steamer TAHOE «— & job he remembers as bewng of the
"Dread and butier” vasiety. Each 18l 1he huge vessel
could be found on the ways of the Tahoe Boat Company,
where the salety of the bodlers was sscerianed and a
INIOUGR 0B of patching and repaintng the hull was
periormed

Mayhieid saw the need of & sale harbor near 1he lake's
outlet, and set abowt the srduous tash of building one The
sold bedrock botiom which exists along this siresch of
shoeeline rendered the driming of pdings imgossble, but
Mayfiald overcame the cbetacle with & breakwater of 16
foot square “criba”. These structures were buili of 6 x 8"
Bembers. secured by bolts and (once i place) filled with
boulders hawled from (he Nevads side of the lske on an
old cordwood barge acquited Mom Matt Green. another
local builder

MO DTN B D I eI romembali™ " eotsinet plonbis Balesed

were bullt on the shere and then loaded aboard 1he barge
and hauled out 10 be “launched’” oves the desired location
~ & Wedious ye! relable method Between 1832 and
1935, the work sdvanced siowly, crid following cib wntil
ciroular curve of pilings extended 300 feet out, 300 feet
#crons and 20 fest back towand the shore.

2 v
v‘lg:-' Y i

To comphmant his growing harber Mayluld offered »
AN AT MIROA LEING INe same Tacihlies inslalied
by S1andard Qul (Mom whom he 8leo purehssed proger iyl
awelascomplete tepa and mamisrance facilnies and
wiied plorage Me soon acguired the local Chive Cral
dealeiahip and in 1he o 308800 would make an anausl
PG age 10 Algansc, Michigen, 10 viaw the New modely
44 place his order for the coming yew

Business boomad The pepulainy of wooden speed
Boaty, localty anhanced by the sctiviies of 1he Tahoe
Yach Club, was haeping the ways of 1he Tahoe Boat
Company busy wiih fraguent launchings of new cralt In
sdation 10 1he Chris-Cralt franchise, Maylield also
Randied 1ha sales and delivarien of the prised maine
products of John Macher. anather Michigan bost buiider

An anstitunion around the Tahos Bost Company yerds
for many yess was the colorlul and well-remembered
Frod Man, formarty 8 mechans lor west shore enitrepre-
neut JP. “Jake” Obeser. B was the charscier of Main
which parhaps more 1han any other single lactor was
1esponsdie for the success of the Bost Company in Ihose
yoars Main managed 1he buseness and was # Linancisl
DAL 88 wall

On Maan's retwemant, 1he business wat soid 1o (he
partnership of Walter and Millar. Thay continued 10 oper-
ate 1ha Boat Comparry with law changes until Ihe desth of
Miller, a1t which ime the 8 8 acre parcel was sold 10 1he
Moana Corporanon, & well-koown locsl developer

In 1973, Moans revealed plans lor developmant of the
progarty, includng razing of most of the eniginal struc-
1ures (seme of which had been barged from Glenbr ook by
the Blas merests ot 1he turn of the century) in lavor of &
70-umnt multi-story condominvem complex. This proposal
Ml with vociferous cppostion by INose who wished 10
see some of 1he histone elements of the property
preserved

The Moana Corporaten yas svenivally satislied 0
develop Ihe North and of 1he Mruciuee Now RNown s Ihe
Boatworks Mall. Another group. mansged by John
Keaens, 100k charge of the renovation of the buddings
susling on the sovth side of the propedty, tying logether
1he former 1 aviroad roundhouse and maching shop wah »
small connectng structure, the resulting complex known
% the Roundhouse Mall

Chielly responsble for the tharough, yet histoncally
thoughtiul, changes i the ongingl budaings s Progect
Archinect Ron Nunn. 1he sama crestive talent responsble
foe the wansiormation of Bechdoh's Tahoe Inn im0 Vic-
1oris Station Restawramt

Structural considerstions requered 1Nt The original
buildings be jacked up, and then lowered back onto » new,
more substantial framework, Dyl 10 carry the oad of

o umw
ngs, the * of
former tenants ramaing in evdence The cpenbesmed

cedngs and massive unplaned imbars smoke: Sackened
by the bellowsng of balloon stacked locomotives, recall o

day when Tahoe Cty was & busthng ton for
bowler-bedecked gentlemen and thew shirt-

L Y
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CELEBRITIES AT TAHOE

The peossmity of Lake Tahos's many
wonders 1o Hollywood (8 mere day's « of
MM e = ran tnpl made ol @ reletvely
satly “dacovery” of scouts seeking loce-
Dons suitadle for adventure tales of 1he
greet norihwast Tahos ares scenary wis
featured o sarly “talen™ and scenes
from sech popwlsr moben patiures as
“Ughnen’, ™ Rose Mane,” “The Coll of the
WAL™ “Whae Fang™ and “The Country
Beyond” were himed in the Tahos bavin A
number of these epcs featured the talents
of Tanoe City Contadie Harry Johanson
who with his dog team doubled for such
love wterests as Gary Cooper, Pavl Kelly
and Nelson Eddy

Anuout 10 please the wihing fdm com.
panwes, local peoprwions and Ciluens-at:
Large bent over backwird 10 accommodate
1he needs and desres ol thew moveland
Guesie, and wete rephd with relurn wiits,
not only irom camers craws, but 130 from
Ihe stars IMampalves, sager 10 enjey o
thest lisure what they had but samphee
while on locaton

For, a5 1nhe Tanoe Tattler put it “Lumw
nanies of 1he cellulond world of Hollywaod
have nol alone discovered the glones of
Tahow . .. thay Rave taken our Lahe 10 Ihew
retpective bosoms . . . DOt haerally g
figuratevely ™ And indeed they had, just as
e Omenent et of prewicus Qereratons
had embraced n

The resgning “society ™ of the 1530 was
well 1701 with Hollywood celebaibes, and
the siars came 10 the Lake wn droves

Among early celebiity vistors was VWil
Rogers, whose moton prctuse “Lightnen’ e
nad been parnatly Liimed on' lecation ot
Cascade Late and in the onginal Cal-Neva
(the Buaddng burned 10 the ground and was
reduilt in 1937) The internatsonably-
popular humonst and philosopher was
cfien & visdor o1 the Tahoe Tavern, and
was held in such esteem that in 1933,
then-Califorrma Govermor James Rolph
decipred 1hat Rogers, as “Governor of
Beverly Hillg,™ should be enditied 10 & tree
" hus honor i the famous Governor's
Grove on the Tavern grounds Onthe occa-
son of Rogers' untimely death s Augustol
1935, Tavern manager Walter Roundsevel
placed a black ndbon of mourning on the
tiare tree Other early hilm stars sampled
ihe local wonders, mcluding the bies of

R A e s W MO Y WY AN R West,

Nelson Eddy and Loa Chaney, who pus-
chased property In Tahoma

Celebaitios on holday have 1ha 1eputa-
tioa of seeking anonymity I spae of the

g+ -3 aGrpe

have been turned kacally by 1he recogne.on
of 8 lamaut personage hall a camtury aga,
mast stars of Ihe day ware Neverineless
caralul 10 employ the lamduas dodges, o
guises and diBipoearances n ofder lo
mamian 8 low peolile Of cowse, there
wat some [uatiaton Tor 1he secrecy, M
10Ca! PEwAROWNSS Wwere 07 10 Qurts M
what Ihey Could not veiify

For imsrance, reporied the Tahoe Tander
in Juby of 1937, “nght now the Brochwey
resor] N BOIE B yOung Mman whom [wmas
sy 8 2 Igue of importance i the
unema And i Gescnbang & parly whah
100k place at Cal Neva the lotiowng month,
1he paper noted, "8 lovely Blonde young
lady atiracted conmderable atienton
Leing 8 dead nnget 1or Cnemactress Betie
Daves ™ And later i Augusd, the columan!
for 8 weelly Tattler stem, "WE SAW.™
obsarved “a rouletie Croupsel wondering
whare Mary Pichiond and frend husband
sre slaying

Some stars 0ud NOt COnBder Ther Notd-
Moty 3N INCOMVEnance, 8nd = Lact Darlics:
pated v the sctiviies olfered st the resons
Whare They were vacaboning « o wwhialed
theur own. Groucho Mars and lamdy were
annual wistors 81 Beochway dunng 1he
med- and 10019308 The wrepressdie
Growcho helped erdertan lellow-guests in
ot loast orw vevy low Ly dr amaisC produc -
1on s1aged on the prameies. and i August
of 1937 sttended a costume paty at the
resort where he was Hattered 10 Ind that
he was also represented by one of the
MasQueradng guests

Brothet Chaco, & Tanoe Tavern guest &
1936, amused feliow Datrons Dy improm-
$:00 00 the Coralounge prano belore “dash-
g off 1o Wil heatrcal ergagements =

0 July of 1336, Jeaneite McDonadd was
& wiitor ot Beochway lor five days Her roie
o “Rose Mane™ (limed at several loca:
11003 on the lale w the fall of 19]35) had
first introduced her 10 the wonders of the
area, and the lollowang Bummer she was
back, sccompaned Dy har mother, aunt
and lellow-celete ity Gane Raymond “Fiah-
ng. golling. Swammeng. lennis and 8qua-
planing,” reporied the Tatsler, " between
Sigreng aulographs, 0ok uD 8l thew wak-
g hoyrs.™

Today, 8 number of well kicwn person-

dlaps haye on thg ognh . o
pon ot camon o Lt DS Y
inchude Hoyt Aston, Robert Goulet, Peter
Bruce Jenmver and Efrem Zimbal-
n Je most of 1hese personalines
prelor relatove anoaymily, 3 lew paricpate

comparatively fow haads which might _ . s actwibies of the gommundy. , g
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NAME GAME

Trw grandewr of 1he Tatioe Baswn delies
oSt iption, 10 be Sine Yot the necassdyod
place names I8 inescapable. and the il
Iude of those whese oy ol was 10 Name
hocal placasislamnser lave 10 say the eavt
#% taliecing i such names as Tahoe City
Tahow Park. Tatww Punes and Tahvon Vine
1M hy MOr e Aot 80 vont @ e N s of
Homewood. Lake Forest and Tahoma)

Marry local 3408 telan 1he names of the
aran s proneers Thus 1s sspocially trus of
the sres s dianages and cresds winchafe
(north 10 south) CGetl tlae Gedban of Lowsy
Ponth Watson tor Tanes iy Convatie
Rohert Montgomery Watson! Detler (1w
Hobert Staniey Dodar S by ion e
MHomar D Burton) and Bhas tlof Lhe Divss
Lamty) Froem the Truciee River outlet 6ot
the creehs are Ward Black wood Madden,
Me Kanvnny (1or Jonn Me Kannoy . of Hunter ¢
Homey, Ganeral tlor Ganaral Phupps) ang
Meeks tlor Staphen Hall Mers)

e Nhora and launa of Whe srea hare
inspwod names such as Far Cragy and Bewr
Croet in Desclateon Valley. 10 the wetl of
Tahou's west shote con bu lownd iwhes
named Bear, Buch. Dk Eagle. Grouse
and Loen Cedar Flal (1hvew mules Dot
sast o Tanvge City) and Cedar Pondt (o
development sbout one and & hall muley
soutt of Tanow City) tavs Ihew names from
11e wo et able stands ol cedar found a1 the
1w o atons

The prncipal leat ey of the landscape
from Carneian Bay soulh are donded chwl
by Detgywan the sV names Watson and

et e I

Dotlar Yo sath Daltorgs § promnsrie of
land (Mowt Waisen ard Duther M) In
adhibon wwe have Watsen Crovt prvd Dot
Cranh. Warson Late and Dol Reser vav

O contam by M s of el phaie
names. Dollar 18 » Teily intend lag e
pornt of Landd hanng been prevuutly Lemn
280 Gt Ond Liswny Wittvwwoard v Obser v
Lot y (e Laees Lor mach sppetiation being »
sty in Ased)

Oevtogeal attrdwses Defped o name
sove’ al bod alion s 6N 1he novin share Turn
of the Canturty vimiors 1o North Lake
Tothwoe lownd pleasant dawarpon o0 e
buathr 4t Carrwban Bay whare P gom
sinwn horehne proved 24 good s 1
niwma, v oy phemdul pes sied Lo
fheg o thas dviagent soeber

Tre Marietie Doy Boundary Sureey of
1852 dscowered  agate and crystals on
1w wier 3 g 80 We bay heace Lame
10 L known 4% Agate Though 1hwe bay on
it wety benchine \Vilage et o8 loga sty aysum
wd L have bow nt nasmed lor sts glardy i lagt
11 0 ol wn buggang Ope! atsans of Dowgles
County INevada) lumberman Gegrye hwew
Crystal on the northwesl shofe of the bay
0 the Late 18609 5 aciually Ihe sowrce of
the Name

Thangs of 114 carth supply the sowes o
many names Only Tahoma bossis any
thang ke what megit be consdersd iy
addresses wilh (18 Aumbered sireets In
spete of paticad < mastive nflyses of matre
pol-m mﬂu-nun lm u.-no » turp
o Todewer Marw

s Mhvere vt

raime

Al LD
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.
By Corel Von irren ’z;

mdﬂnMuo'ﬁumdbdw
JUMP HILLS

118 amanng 10 Ihnk that s ety years ago
winter was consdered » time lof enforced
hibernation, snow beng an INsurmount.
able menace which Drowght 2 hatt 1o all byt
the most essental actwites until spring
But as methods of snow removal slowty
improved and CONNECTve Iransporiation

- became a reakty, there was ime for more
© pleasurable pursuts

By the md-1920s. crwhzation had advanc -
.. @0 10 the point That snow was beginmning o
1 be regarded by some as a positive aspect of
winter, with potential recreational uses,
no less. In 1925, a group of enthusiastic
local citizens formed the Lake Tahoe Sk
Club, intiating snow sports activities in the
basin. In s earlest days, the club was
chiefly recreational, but in the late 1920s,
the purchase of the Tahoe Tavern by South-
eorn Paciic Railroad prompted a shift in
emphasis.

The new ownership had the narrow-
gauge track connecting Truckee and Tahoe
City changed to standard gauge, and
announced their intention 10 open the hos-
telry for 3 wanter season. ‘Snowball Spe-
cials” transported sizable weekend crowds
10 the Tavern, where the chiel entertan.
ment centered around the white fluf!
which had so plagued the community In
the past.

Reigning national skijumping champion
Lars Haugen was commissioned 1o design

chosen for the hostelry’s wanter sports
area (now pant of Granhbakken).

The construchon was compieted n Decem-
ber of 1927 and that winter the Tavern
management hired 2 group of east coast
SA) jumpers 1o perform in athdlion jump-
ing competion on Ihe hil. The skill and
34109 of INhese jumpers — mostly Scandi-
navian-born athietes who had perfected
e artin thee native lands — caught the
imagenation of local spectators, and soon
competihon Degan 10 include aspiring local
talent.

A simwlar recruiing effort was under-
taken by Wendell Robee of Auburn, who in

. 1928 nad been instrumental in the found-

ing of the Auburn Ski Clud. The promise of
employment with Robwe s Auburn Lumber
Company lured a number of world-class
jumpers from Chicago. swelling the ranks
of the Nedghng ski clud with such promi-
nent names as Roy Mikkeison, Halvor
Halsted and Rolt Wigaard

The lessened demand for building mate-
nals in winter allowed the talent that Robie
had assembled an opportunity to indulge in
thew favored recreation, and the jumping
event 500n became a popular part of local
competition

in 1931, the Oltympic tryouts in Nordic
ski events lor the 1932 Games were held
on the Tavern trajectory (thenceforward
known as Olympic Hill). A smaller jump,

cwand oversee the construction-ol a wodd--w“"mm-“. hillside" sbove 1he

class “trajectory” at one end of the natural,
north-facing “bowl” discovered about a
mile west of the Tavern property — the site

Tahoe City golf course, served as a practice
Continued on next page
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C-lhh-

“Bringingin the Cubes"
ICE HARVESTING

During the holtday (sl patl many resd
S8 00ubtians LOCA OCCaMON ﬂmmh
e bme-horored year end iradton of host
g & lew | the Deverage hapt oM by
meant of cubes of o The sese weth which
et SuDNANCE I8 Produced in the madern
RRchen 13 i macked CONLI st 19 the ncon
venuence of M8 procuremant in the deys
belore icematers — of slectric tefrgers
bon

The harvesting of ico by & number of
companes along 1he Truchee River prior 10
e turn of the et century i well docw
menied Indeed, the development of 1Ny
Searra dustny beowght sbout the T truty
sllordable e for SanFrancmco tabdes and
mest lochers (In 1850 the comenodity wis
gong for as much as J0C per pound hav
g made the 11p 1o the Bay City by boat
from distant Boston Lake ) The procure
menrt of e for Tahoe s own cockiais and
Cold MIOrage 18 leas wall bnown

Cartanly thate was no 1horage of ke
for local winier use, s1peCally singe the
year-tound population in the drys belove
homaemade Icecubes conusiad mostly of
caretabers and & Tow y\qnvpou Yot
with elecing relngewaton sull & dostant

developmant, tha geihenng and siorsge of
8 yoar-round supaly fet 1o thasa perman
el residents

The annual supply of e for 8 number of
large estates was harvaited from private
ponds and drversons of tnbutares which
passed ‘through eslate propaty. George
Schiume!, born ia Truckes in 1911 and still
» resident of Tahoa Pines, . remembers
harvests made on General Creek [now part

of Sugar Pune Pownt Siate Park) lor 1he uae
of the Eheman estate Ths harvest wes
157 0d 1 an Kehouse whuch ood neas (he
pond

The o -cuting orew conssted of Ernig
Pomen, John Pingares, One Darkn, Mervy
Soit, Edde Lathe and Schiumpd, and & bot-
the was postad Among the workers o
intervals 8 profecton againt frostbae
and chilla. Schiumgd recalls that e wes
2lse cut on the Flaashhacker estate on &
pond rear Eagie Roch and stored 81 Home
wood 1or ute 8t the hotel. A camping and
pet i grounds near Eagle Rach also mpde
wia of thes source of e

ica Lor 1he Tahos lon (now Vicwna S
non) and othes Tanoe City consumerns wes
eut 81 the reservorr which siso setind as
1he water supply lor the Tanoe Tavern Ba.
uated above INe LOWN DIODEL, IV rEserSosr
G p.ned 110 what 0id Lone retedentd MAow
25 Sucher Creeh |, which crosses Mgh-
wary 28 just went of Pizza Mot Gresthy sien-
plyng the tash of harvesting <q from thas
SOUTCE Wi s 1he grading of the access roed.
whueh aliowed 40Ch s 10 De shd Boross the
fraren surface drectly onio trucks lor rans-
port 10 town

Of course thes home made varmty of Ko
was lihaly 1o contan il manner of parbcy-
iates Don Myll lormer owner of Home-
wood Hasart tells the amusing story of e
and s wale & Lirst summer of oper ah0n
folowang Ithewr purchase of the ooty
feoen Mes. Annve Jost in 1938 "Owr fum
yoor. " Muf! remembers, “we used up t1he

Continued on pege 7

oo
e 1hat Mr. Pomin had put away in 0w K8 houte the
winter before |l never Iceget trynng 10 use that ice hat he
Nad sawed 0ut of the pord. You were hucky 10 et # glass of
1o water that 3«nt have & pine needie in .~

A rebabie means of nsulatng & year s Supply of the
Irozen commodity was sssential, and local e houses
wer @ LypeCa ity Souble- walled altaw s with the iInsenar space
of walls and roof filled wiih a foot -wide sawdust barrier
against the heat of summaer Sawdus! was 2 commodity in
abundant supply in the wake of the jumber boom. Yet
though the Hutled leavings of the buzzsaw have excellent
insulative Qualilies, they represanted @ sericus fire

e v ey Scence i RONG TR
blaze which destipyed 8 iehouse |
wood wharl ; 'S ) ".l‘ !
Today a strol 10 the relngerator is all that is required
one in search of ioe, — 8 low risk Droposion 10 De Sure, |
NOt nearly 50 exOMINg as In the days when the
ment Meant a harvest

Continued from page §
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Covrtouy of Tha Mot Lohs Tohae iutarial baciery

SNOWFALL

Feastor Famine

From e mdwetl W0 e Allania o
board record precpiabean Cantuey o
make Me miernsbng lor wnacousiomed
MUnCipe! 11N Iatoan Sepeimenis
whie hare i e Tanoe Basn sunny.
warm Gay 10NOwE Sunty Wi M dey wreier

ANy Aews (et MIRam Sagt oM WAow g
M0 Fenring S ound 1he Mgh presswre
rHema veering nonh or sowth Trust the
westhet 18 Neve A% owh wiry

famena. and pror 10 e days of Cal-Trana,
e Benguel wiihun mamoary of many
now Inang was 1he wantar of 196182 The
Proveowt warier of COmpar alie W lemancy
Can be recalied by enty & hardy few That
Metecrshoge l mulepost was Ihe tege of
193738, when & guarterdon of Trash
foodetufts Nad 10 Do ardropped on e
Tohoe City Golf Course for Samrdytion 10
40 bamn households nolsted by mone-
merdal 31E — one beng 1hat of 15 recu
sive Sand Marbor millonave Leorge
Whiell

" owat 47 yoars 090 1hvs week That mal
g prowmsont were beng delivered o
C 010000 8 30 0N DA rosde Nt Uy the
ONly avadadie Means — BN OuIDOS I MOor
boat. Tance Gty Constable Harry Johan-
son. asssted by Frank Slater, undenocok
the G urbwbion of 1hese loodsTufts b wes s
ongue in-cheek remark of Johaneon s,
meant 10 be off the record. which rassed
snntial concern 1oF ING immunent SLMvaLOn
of thesa rapped by the storm

A Febeuary 17 article in the San Fran
8o £ samner datelnad Tanos Coity quoned
Johanson as sayng that he was holdng
in reserve 1,000 pounds of fresh horse
mast. SN0UM Re BILATON pat Lerous and
the need lor lresh mest become acwie “ In
the days belore myrad sppesls lor “Ad to
Everythung Under the Sun™ destroyed the
public anihumasm for grang. thes cam.
Paign resulied in the coliecton and deliv-
oy of 500 pounds of fresh maat, day pro-
Al A weotialien o g Swarre
TeMGents enpedBed Dy 1he weaihes

Many locel siructures ladled under the
weght of the snow. notably the Roune-
howse ™ on the Tahoe Tavern winter sports
grounds. and Bull Johnson's Hunter s Lodge,
whuch §100d near 1he presend wie of Cedar

Croet (ot 1Ne nerth and of Momewand)

W lote Degembear, 1007 e novrow g
wogon road whah Ned prowded scoess 1o
Glen Aigrne 5orngh. wat twept down g
Wnuo-ﬂ“ld-u..utm
wih A homat and Setwin By Ml Sung of
1000, # Toot of waler wis pumped into
£0ho Lake o 0r0er 10 1000 e lodg lavel
ond 1peed Ihe malting of we 00 1he uhe »
orlece

menmm
it otally cut off for two davt of e 2
Gay 1eres of ssorma and locats fode ot
he B ANCE With § Beng'e w8 40 COrvay ol
IO 0 GGG et e s from the
stranded hgh country Privetion wes gen
iy Ihe rule Tor resdentn, and specisd
Drobiema generated by NG weather wery
Many, some lngenng an long sher the
Wnow had receded the lofowing wprng

Un.scally haavy damage lorced reaw
120 of seversl 400101 of DO8.A roadwey
(= 00ce Crewt Lovid Clowr the drilig ara
ihe bLlackiop resppeared) ncluding 1he
sretch between Tance City and Dosgr Ml
St closed a1 of md Sy weee Sonora ang
Loty Passes — (Mo se imponant eieries
ol the cay 0:d not open 10 Pvough rafle
urll the Brst week of August NG year

The summaer of 1938 browght waih o
other problems 88 well The Tahos Serra
AS 8001800 (8 3071 of regonal chamber of
COMUTIEN 08 COMmgosed (e Dy of resan oan
5 00 the Cablorna mde of 1he Basn) icd
bad 10 have the labe level s manmeen
log ol et lowered

In strvang 19 offer hewr guests irue lake
5409 DCCOMMOGAtON. MarTy §r 0pv eior s bt
Ui 08 Delow the oliowatie Pegh water
hoe. Tha worked well enough »n the low
shied yoars of 1he late 19208 and sarly
19304 But the frve loet by whch ihe lake
lovel iIncreased between Decomber, 1937
and July, 1938 peoved the errer of that
peacoce The fust July sawe of 1he Tator
Tattigr quored the Growd s wgent reque sty
for 8 one-1o0t 1educt-on n (N legal Lt —
M abhahed. ONcaly. only 1he eason

Dm. Rt L L

Al la ol a8 Guae & wendert And
Mothar Nature will Be changing forecasts
when she soes I In the madst of beautd
weather wheeh has Drowght Tahos record
hobday shu crowds, there are il those
who yearn for powder, and loes of o

rrmgn

F 1Y
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| EHRMAN MANSION

- - b
0 A N Pine Lodge — the name conjures Up sccommadatont
m ' d ot mecessarily & but perhaps more dlong the
' tes of & rastic Mowever, 10 hocal wie s name
3 * was bedlowed on 1 aadietadence — Ihe sammer home
ol the Meliman * ... fgmily In (he case of Pne Lodge
forenght, ang ('« ~ealth 10 tahe Dest advamiage of i
By Carel Voa Bien ;:::ulnow‘ou*mhmnww
Shore elegance And whide 1he orignal owners s
Cowrtery of The North Lake Tehoo Missarial Society 10 I0MGE Summar ressdents. they lelt bemund 8 legocy 19
be enyoyed by mallons
Those who beleve they 1ecogare o cortain binshup of
archtectural speras between the Tanos Tavern and the
ENiman manson are winessng two maances of the
same genvus By 1901 whan the Tahoe Tavern opened
1or business. lsaas Hellman a weantty Sen Francisco
copiahiat, had acquired bitle 10 over 1 000 atres of land
urrounding the mouth of Genersl Creel (named lor the
former tandent, Ganeral Wilkam Prugps) Meliman od
mired the magadicent hostelry and retained as s chaect
Wilkam Danforth Blisa, 10 desgn Nt nevy reudence
Before the construehon could begen. huge quantties of
1008l wear e Rauled in by wagon 10 sablue the sandy
Nitsde chosen as 1he wie lor the mashouse Grande
Brought an from nearby Meeks Bay lormed the founds
1ons ler Ihe resdence, and native Limbers became the
mastown 0of supports for e ahende All other
COMLUCLION Mater s wheh could not be od in the
immadaie oty had 10 be delvetgd by seamer M
NOLNING MOre Than & cowpath eusted batween Sugw Pine
Pownt and Taboe Cary ot 1hat ime
The develpment of the estate was pnat jo the davs of
Mocal water SBMmpanies. and 50 the estate Nad 10 e salf
sutbcient an s rogard A dach and Nuape system whach
ran from Geperal Creeh supphed wille 10 the siorage
1ower located near the main house, angd from there the
waler wis GMper ed 1o INe A ndugl BREANgs
Ansthar mecesssty 0 waw of 1he estale 5 aolaton. wis
1hat 1t e capable of genersting some of B8 own lood and
10 1hat end. the compawnd had its own dairy and vegets
bie gorden
The main buidding was only one of the Mmany structures
which dotied the grounds Ducing the famdy s annysl
two - moh stay, they were atlended by a vwitual army of
over 30 servanis. including caretabers, chaulleurs
Mads COOME laundty worlers groundshesper s garden
s, Wnilors and bostmen Nousng lor thase employens
alone accounted 1or a1 lpast Pall 3 doren budldings on the
property
The family's two Doathouses atiest 10 thew enthusiasm
for marene activiies Among thew mahogany-planked

= Continved on page 21
Waler 10ys were Ester 5 two Belie Iske speedboats 1he 76
foot beonse-1nmmed CHEROKEE. and 1ne MISS LIBERTY,
8 1928 Bearcat. powered by 2 1,000 cubsc inch Invader
ongeng, Chavies Eneman's playthung the JACQUELINE
wat raced duing the summer season of 1937, taking fst
place in the 200+ hot sepower event in the Tavern Ragetia
1hat sea30n
All s came 10 an end i 1965, however . when the
State of Caldornea purchased the 1 989 acre property foy
use #5 & State Park Duning the summer montha, tours of

the Manson and grounds are conducted seversl )
U ERLEE R B L LY ) »‘&"Wh,‘wl‘ : ~W| he

WINZEr SEASON. WhitOrs can gt for the

Deauty of the lamily's estate by ore of

CIDS3-COUMPy 3A) trals lasd out o0 the :

1he 328300 of your st a ghmpse nto

of the past 18 well worth the 1np
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Getting It
and

Keeping It Cold

Shoppeng for provisons at Tahoe 1oday
5 QUe & Odfarent mather than 1 was
before the days of convenence supe:
marhets. now Lberally scattered around
he penvmeter of the basn. Travel around
the DAs TWO QeMerations ago was not
accomplahed wath he speed which chae
acrerizes Loday 8 avto trathe, and trps 10
1own wWare CONseguently reserved lor one
day 2 woeek_resembling more of 2n expeds
ton

Tha vanety (or even susience) of some
Hems was not 8 Constant, Dy any means ot
any store. Year ‘round basn rendenty
penerally had the good sense 10 heep the
larger — e3peCially as wanter Spproached —
stoched againgt alt want and care — and
then. let ¢ snow! loconvenences o the

form of ShoMage and outage were the rule
and epecied

I summer, 8 tyoscal famuly entowrage
(Tanhoe veterans) carned a8 own bealthy
supply of canned goods. As it 3 & rue of
Callorna geography 1hat ihe price of an
Hem Correlates dwectly with fs elevalon 31
pont of sdle, vacauoners n the Wnow
arrived well eQuipped with AoN-pershadie
nems as well

High-Country siotekaepers. whose reve-
nues were i large part gobbled up by the
phenomenal cost of dong Dusiness on a2
Saas0nal Dases, beyond the reach of four-
ane blackicp, nevertheless scqueed & repe-
1aton as genial highwaymen It was pay or
00 withoul

Produce avadable at 6 200 feet elevancn
bore Mile resemblance 10 1hat which 100k
prizes a1 the State Faw, less than 150 miles
10 the west But lack of qualay &« not dermin-
1zh M8 velue on the Migh Swerra market
Every morsel was as dear as gold, as sug-
gested By the sign (and accompanyng
hairy sample) wiuch hung for many years
above the produce section of the Meesks
Bay Market. DONT PINCH THE FRUIT —
PINCH THE COCONUT ot

..uon,wunot.owmw { g
some vanetes beng supphed. In

fact, m Tahoe City, verwson was soid com-
marcialty ot Jack and Dinty's Market as
late a3 1948 meat jobbers
2130 supplied local . With the prices
reflecting the dficulty of the delvery

Several dares cperated calhy sarly
Seasonal snhabrants of 1he West Shore
CAN Fecal the muik route of Arncld Lune
MAA. Who served the scamerod ressdences
WLl the Gary products of Crescent Cream
oy thu\hothn.mM
1ance Irom (and elevation above) the water
lakefront inhabetants would leave thew
EMEly COMAINTS 2 bon 8t roadede. 1o be
repleneihad by Mr Luneman Where geo
Vraphecal condnions were eal some res
sderds took acdvantage of nature and re-
Ineved ther completed orders by means of
2 cable and pulley system, such as one
Gevised by O Farbanks in the South Tract
of the Meets Bay Vista subdwison

But ence the grocenes were i hand. a
means of Leeping them cool — i the
Absence of electntity = had 10 be dewnsed
Some seasonal resdents weaithy encugh
19 Bave wanter caretakers enjoyed the
warm season luxury of ice cut from ponds
and stored 10 sheds with sawdust-flled
walls. However, many used the lake lor
Coldar yel, the chill water of & neardy tnbu-
Lary) 10 submerge their penshabdle 1ood-
stutts Of course, «n the days before awtight
plasiic containers. the vanety of foods
wheth could be “relfngerated” by this
method withowt consequence was kmited
Therefore. many campers resorted 1o the
use of & “cooler” — a rectanguler frame
CONLIARLION Covered wilh SCreen of nethng
and linted with several shelves — enough
10hoid 3 camp s perishable provwmons. The
unit was usually suspended by rope ftom &
Convenient tree 4nd when not in use Could
Do honsled up out of the reach of scaveny
ing arwmals

The whole allair was hapt 000l by the use
of a burlap sach draped over the 109, whech
was perodkcally doused wivih water i
seems the evaporatwwe propartes of the
burlap were sulhicent 10 prevent sposlage
of the cooler's contents nearly as well 33
modern methods

S0 when yOU HromDIFTRAt The Kemaken
1AL working or the grocery store s out of
the brand of bhinises you prefer, remember
the proneer of yesteryear, who set i in the
SNOwW 10 heep it cold, and probably never
heard of  bhetz @
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SET 0 3N N 1R WACH wmad harmed By
Toodng he Noor of e Tovern s gavage ~
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NORTH TAHOE WEEK March 714, 1908

Courteny of The Novin Late Tanoe Maasanesl Bocwely

Major Storms

Late Winter Snow
Always Possible

Sty e  weal N 0 e St e when
A w0 The ater halt of i s »
Oty 10 oA e e mursd o e A
famdiar watlh 1he 0108 & Meleoi
o0yt B MuAgiaced sente of B upNa over he
Pl 3gpeoach of Ny However predating
WARRSY § SePa Ture 18 MO More Dos sbie than
Correcty Torecaahng e arrwal of us fum
Raben and i 1N N COUNIrY BOame Mo
Al wanter Gyt e Dy Iha Calendar el
W0 e Neal MMON

Oy Cal e

T™he your 1058 fofowed such & panien,
woith an Easter Weed blvand noted a4 e
Peavest Apnd s1orm 0N record 81 Mal tune A
oes accumulation of eght leet of new srow
at the BO00 foot level caused Mot whaeh for
theee days closed e Rever Road ding
Tanhoe City and Truchee, and highways 40
inaw Intecstate BO) and 50 wares DOIN closed
for sevecal days

Donner Summit tecenved 104 inches of
new 300w i the L st four days of e slorm,
tringng the pack 10 mMore than 20 leet
Power and phone outiages a8 8 resull of Ing
sepe of weather were mwnmal reporied the
Agil 11 Tahoe Tarther, thanks 10 the digence
of manienance crews “Mountain Iolk were
reminded of the wanter of 527 the Tatrler
reporied. “as they wared up the tlam guna
and Drepared 10 dwg Out "

Local shi areas were i closed 1o & few
days whule able bodved personnel shovelied
Some equpment sustained heavy damage
8% 8 result of the storm, Squaw Valley's then.
famous Sky Chair was put out of commisson
for the balance of the shi 500500

Memorial Day weekend of 1971 was
another white one on w West Shere Afver o
Peawer-than normal SNow yeal, & true feel.
Ing of sprng had begun 10 surface in the days
and weed s preceding the holday, and gf oups
both large and small kincluding & Seerra Club
party of 40) had begun gathenng &l the

SR AMIE SAd B W IR Ny

AR A bev it of 1he 1.»,“ Y odenie
Trad (west of Mosks Bay) in prepar snon do
Gepachute on & campuy 1N 0 the high
country of Desolaton Valley

Sunery weather prevaded 88 the weebend
Bogan. wah & gt tresse pushng Nty
CROUs MToM Ve My aw Nothung more
MefaOng promesed for the oy wewderd
However Lafore (e Nobday wet over Mother
Nature had putied ore of hev Tyocal s
POWE 0 Ihe dans of nght. 8 fresk seovm
Gropped 10 nches of 300w a1 ke level with
VD 50 0 Yot it Pagher slavations - ey
(T Dhar 8 0T g DACK Sown N MOuntaen
AR 50 Many soggy bugn

The wariter of 198182 was & severs one
and by March the fervent hape in most loce!
P aIs was for an sarly soning However . 1he
eveneng of March 27, 8 iyt snow begen 10
FAE, and by early the rast momeng it was
avdent that & spnng sorm of some magm
e Nad settied n

ASMOsE CONBNLOUS WNOw lor the reat four
G4 rs Slachad up orihis of seversl leet. and on
March 31 came the news 1na1 & remendous
avalanche at Alpune Meadows had destroyed
part of the lodge and Lilled seversl persons
the ataliies 10talling seven by the Bme
rescuers linvshed their search. By Apnd 4
1982, mamy west shore ressdents wers still
SO0WRd 1IN Ehough county and private plows
W B WOMRING Around 1he Choch 10 Chaar ronds
WhCh o the preceding week had recenved »
Aty foot Of 50 of new white stut!

Moasurabie snow in he Tanoe Basn has
been recorded 0 svety mandh of e yeur
though of course summer slorms at ke
evel Mo shortdwed and regresent Incon
versence rather than danger. Dut should »
few days of March sunsthune lead you %0
thoughts of spnng. remember the wiive of
patance and Rave another &l It 8 Not Owver
yot.
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Courtesy of The North Lake Tahoe Hemonical Socraty

1 the deys when the locel populaton
wis only 8 iraction of what & s lodey, Ihere
wes 8 widdhy hoid theory IN! the resadents

unwnusl longevty, blessed by the
regeon’s teceled B and pralne wales
This it was held that when 8 “laker
pessed oA 10 N fnal rewerds belore
itaareng 1 309 of 50, 1hose who remasned
mmwumuwwwa

Whether thes phulosophy sctually caused
poot atiendance 8l local servces i un-
Anown, Dut 1here 18 & cortan valudty 1o the
ongnal statement, local waters DO have
demonatrable powers of preservaton =
thase Sscovered when 1he ses’s orignal
w.rw-mow-ﬂomd
the present location

The odiculty of accurately dating the
relocanon of the comelery i Gescribed by
[inel Joshn Vernon (wniling under the
paevdorym of Shark Twayne) @ the August

“ 10, 1949 aasve of Tahoe Topcs “The yese
date of INe MOowng O B1ONE,™ Bhe wrode,
“is dsouied among the few witnesses sull
lwinng. Dut accoedng 10 one of them it was
W 1he sumenar of 1911.7 As of tha wrting
ther @ are NO g wiinesset 10 the #xhym-
mummwucwumnww.dno
of the project al some Lme 200 sher
1908.

That year, C 1. Blss, whese famiy had
recently moved thew Dusinmg Aluess
trom Glenbrook 10 Tahoa City, choss 31 the
site of het New resdence the very Creek:
sioe bocanon [now Tahoe City's Lighhouse
Cantar) whech had served 88 the communi-
ty's bunal ground, necessdating s relocs:
non. For the purposa, Bkt donated 10 the
community 8 gently shopung hiilsde parcel
overiooking the 1own and Lake beyond, and

Ovevseeng the work of ashuming. L/ans-
porbng 8nd feintecting the remaing of
those Duried in the oid graveysrd wal
Robert Mantgomaery Watson, the 04d peo-
neet who Nad had 8 hand v laying many ol
118 ANNALeLants 19 rest and wal the uNQues-
woned authonty on locatons of the graves.
Asssied by several other local cripens,
includvng Mg son, Robert Watson, Jr, and
Ernie Pomen, Watson located and moved
15 colhins 50 the plot above the goif cowrse

A L ger growp had 10 be enhsied 10 8d
the remavel and leedng of sever sl coflng,
for 1he exhumabon yaided § Cunous ur
prse 1he underground meandenings of
8188 Creek, 0n wihose bamks the old grave-
yard had been located, had caviad 8 pein.
1icatson of the Corpaes whuch Ly in s path,
wansiorming hem 10 metalhc hhanesses
of thew lormer, wisd selves

The person of Mrs. Campbefl in ile Ihe
smple wiie of J. Campbell, heeper of
Campbe¥'s Custom House on the Com-
mons whael, Nad  repose scheeved such &
woght That eght men were required o
load her coftin 0nio the wegon.

Robert Watson Jr, sugoested the new
wie e grven 1he name “Trad's End™ in
honor of s lather, whose reputation as a
alarer and gusde was local egend And
50 1 was named, wath 1ha Sentimend sm.
mortalued in 8 poem of 1he sama Name,
written by Ethel Josha Vernon

Folflowing this relocation, the kocal desr
Separied were allowed 10 resl i peace led
over four decades — 10 the pont of Neg-
lect. However, in 1953, Consiable Marry
Johanson, dramayed over the uncared lor
plcts, began an oot 10 Improve the cond-
von of the cemetery, '

adyosnung the goif course

1
TAHOE HERITAGE
Continued from page 9

By studying suisting records, the Constable was sbie to
locate 43 graves, and lor each one he lashuoned 8 red-
wood marker, banding the 1008 with Copper 10 pravent
their splaung out. '

Johanson also induced local business pecple 10 con-
tnbute 10 the cemetery’s upgrading. The Tahoe City
Woman's Club ook up the case, raisng several hundred
dollars 10 a0d 10 what Johanson collectéd. The shuliful
masonry work of Marshall Runkals — rock walls and a
gracelul rock entry arch — completed the progect i 1959,

' Inthe late 19803, Carl Bechdolt donated o the district &
1/3 scre parcel adioming the soyth) side of the cemy
*oreatly incraasing haﬁnn?upo:;y. TPy oy

Vhaen Constable Johanson retired and moved 10 Reno,
manienance of the cemetery was talen over Dy Harold
Fare, who remained in charge until his own pasung. eac-
Iwae This year,

Today, the cemetery is the hinal resting place of all the
persons mantoned in this article,

CEMETARIES

SCAN  KEADS PLACE
FhaalTiwsgme—
s i—&&' 'q}{cﬁu-*'“' £
Grncctig logl
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Ol1d Head Shops

In the ongonng quest for iruth and beauty.
ressdents and vintors abhe have had over
the years, & number of shoppet and salons
on whieh they have rebed for INat specsal
#0ge ot proveded by nature

Furat-hand evwdence of the avedadebty of
such essental serwces locally takes the
form of an sdvertsement wheh appeered n
the Tanoe Tottler dunng the summer of
1935. Whether the Meols Bay Beauty
Shoppe wes the hest such professonal
cperahon on 1he weil shore 18 not abso-
Iutely cortan, Dyt Rosales MHeller, Beavty
Cutture Graduate, was the propnetress of
1he establishmaent that season. The cpere-
von wat located in one of two small cabing
sdsecent 10 the lodge, an sdentcal cabin

.Nounng & barber shop. A simular service
wal prowded i neghboring Homewood
ihe followang vear, operaied by Mis J
Chnste, Icensed Deauticlan

In 1937, both of these Ldws had given
WO thew seasonal atyle-and sel cpersL.ony,
though both former Dusinesses continuad
under new management. Al the Mecks
Bay Beauty Shoppe, Mancn Kisler was the
new owner-operator, while the Home-
wood meccs for curl-seeders sarly that
summaer featured Rose M. Marney of Pas-
adena, who used “only qualiy materials ™
Later that same summer, Ms. Marney had
abandoned the location, and the DeBeers
Beauty Parlor, “Tor your personal needs,”

appeared in its place.

Al the north end ol the lake, anothaer
such cperation also had its beginnings in
1037. A phone call 10 Brockway 95 could

Mrange an sppontment with Mes Bartha
McCarthvy ot the Beauty Box in Brockway
Visia (King's Beachl who, iIn addvivon 10
Nawcuts and manscures, leatured Marcel,
hnger and parmanent waves

I Leeping wih ity e forts 1o be & destina.
Do resort, the Tahoe Tavern (one mule
south of Tahoe City) had lor many years
provaded the services of 8 besulcian, and
w1939, Cocil Davia, formerty associated
wth ihe Tavern, announced the openng of
& new bDeauly shop in the recently.
completed King's Buiding in Tahoe Cuty

The postwer population boom st Tahoe
led 10 the establishment of several new
beauty shoos, 48 well a8 the revitakzation
of several already esudiahed Funger's
Basuty Shop In Lake Forest offeresd hair.
syteng. feather cuts, Bleaching, perman.
Nt waving and mancunng by Margaret
Finger, wath 12 years expenence

The King's Beach Beauty Salon cpened
Adout 1he same bmae, and & phone call 10
Brochway 118 (s number shared with the
Kings Beach Spont Shop) could set uo an
2pOONIMEnt wath one of thew espert oper-
at0rs and (0r7) hairstytests

In the off-sesson, 3 desperate chent
Could resort 1o & trip 10 Bijou, 8t the south
ond of the lake, 10 partake of the services
offered by Olive’s Beauty Salon = “Open
year Around.™

Today, hair dressing salons on Tahose's
North and West shores number almost two
doren, with another 10 In and sround
Truckes.

— -

Our ressdent histonan, Cuol Van Enen,

chosa beauty salons of yesterysar for hee
“Tahoe Heritage™ column this week. Upon
being asked why she chose such an ob-
TR . » = v w SUR topic, shautaporiad only Lhalk wPOMe e + w |
: Tl turning the pages of okd NEwLDapers there
(t'ld <' o I-"'“"- seemed o be a lot of beauty salon ads.
' ‘S -

M g

JUst 10 890 1o this topic, we note that Bod
Montano, of Village Hair Styles in Kings
Beach, has in his history the honor of
having been “Mr, Colorado.”

@)
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Courtesy of Tha North Lake Tahos Matoncal Society

T™e Lake Tahoe Basn v an aver-
hangng scane What wes 150 yoars 090
he ungenerous domasn of Washos Inaans
Nag i the witerversng years evoived —
Wough an unbhely progresa.on of waer,
wto a hgh country playground for 1he
affiyem

A local census of one hundred years 890
MwmumM
of the Dmber xdusiry « the Deun at that
(=g memmum‘dm
wanﬂﬁmmmndm
Mdmmmmmwud
the wood harvest, whether a8 logger s, md
hands, steamboat Crewmen of wood
sohtters. The intense demand for the
mwuwmmw-
Nhﬂmnwummmu'vo
contury would be requwed o restore the
basen o 3 former dvan beauty

The bass of the wood Industry hed
webaily Deen in supplying has for the
Transcontnental raircad, and S00N 0O A~
mtwwmtmﬁdlem
wo the networt of tunnels and shahs
burgeorung below the streets of Vigmea
City, Nevada, where the nch menes were
DOOmeng

The dwwncling stancs of Bapn Dmber
wers pared further eradication by he
Gechoe of actwity in the Nevaca menes. By
adout 1830, the demise of the Comstoch
Lode was in evdence, and basn Business
interests were aiready bookang 10 dhversly.
By the century's turn, local commerce had
also turned, focusing s atiention on
loyunsm,

The year 1900 saw the construcnon of &
narrowgauge railroad connecting Truckee
and Tahoe Gity. The completion of this wital
Lok was cnucal 1o the successiul operanon
of several grand resocts on the lakeshore.
From the termuaus of the raslroad line, 0n 8

$0eCal Ore-aghih mule tresiie peer ot the

Tonce Tavern (one mele south of Tahoe |

Ciyl pasrerge s could Doard & steamer
whach 0 summaer Orcled (he Lase Galy.
CONNeCHing weth equasly opulent hosteines
at Tallac, Glentrook, and Brockwey

Marry wealthy vacahoners were .
Dressed waih thew irwtial expoture o Lake
Tahou, and word of the sres 1§ Deauly scon
1oread Subsequent orveiopment lodlowed
& natusel course the snamored elvis pur-
chased property of s own and returned o
burdd palatal seasonal retdences uwp and
dawn the lekeshore

With the increanng use of the sutomo-
ehe, Amenca’s meddie class took to the
opan road, seeting the mple plessures 10
be found o communng wath nature And
the prospenty of the late 1920s brought
success 10 the “Tamidy™ resorts such as
Camp Richardeon, Meeks Bay, Chambers’
Looge (now Chambers’ Landingl, Home-
wood Resort (gone but for 8 few cream-
colored Dwidings on the Likeshore across
from the Homewood S\ Area) and Sancy
Beach Resort (Ing locge now housing Col
Cas's v Tahoe Vista)

Campeng and tradiening flounshed, wth
wrall prvate campgrounds 10 be found in
abundance. Auto courts were another
copular alternative, prowding those who
fourd the camplire and Dedroll 8 Bt 100
pa=utive wath the amenties of electnaty
g ndoor plumbing. -

In the years immediately loliowng the
Second Workd War, the regon expenenced
remendous growth. Maving lor years been
deperved of SCoMC SarTa vistas Dy wartme
condabons, vacatonists Nacked sagerly to
the high country, and an inewtadle number
extended thew vacabons indefinutely, relo-

Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 7

-

The 1960 Winter Otympics at Squaw Valley were the
baws of ancthar growth spurt, marking the beginaing of a
steady increase i year-round population. Ancther trand
in basin Gemography has been the result of the federal
and sate acguisnon of pavate land — especially former
prvate estates and resorts (Emerald Bay, Meeks Bay,

Sugar Ping Point). Increasing governmaent ownershup of
vor Dasinlants Mbw compriting “over 85% ol Tahoe geos

graphy) will inewtably result in private ownership of the
talance by an atfiuent few who are able 10 carry the tax

burden generated Dy the sustence of 50 MUCh pubist
doman, ‘e

Today, the upper middie class domnates the waung
population, since & famidy's typical weelend expenses
may represent the samae cagetal outiay wheeh a generation
300 would have financed saversl week's vacauon, The
00 may couds tuaiseld among the Jopugate § he s, .
able 10 eryoy Tahoe's 5cerc wonders under any Grcum-
stlances.
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By Carol Van Etren
Courtesy of The Nocth Late Tahoe Hatorcal Socsty

As Ihe snow rap«dly recedes, tewwaling
I grewn Lairways of kocal golf courses,
scraich gotlecs and dullers ahke joyoutly
retutn 50 tha ke s i Crlebe athon of anothes
Wpong

OF the eleven COutied MOW OPeraling in
the Tanhoe Basin and Truches, INee canbe
20:d 10 be truty haptone  The oidest of these
13 the Tanoe City Goil Cowrse, ongnally
part of 1he Tanoe Tavern. & retreat ol the
abte mnce s openung in 1801

Gotl was comeng wnio iLs own in the early
years o this century, and was & lavorie
pastime of the wealihy Thus, a portion of
the Tavern's entensve hokdings was sel
asde loe 8 goil course In 1917, May
“Queerve”™ Duna, (of the lamous golfing
Duna family of Scotland), who had ihe pre:
woul yeat designed the Reno Goll Club
coutse near Moana Spnngs, was inwiedio
oversee 1he Laywng oul of a Tavern tourse*

Indially planned as a 6.hole course, the
Tavern hoks became nine holes and 2700
yards by 1926, » status whech the devel.
opment of surrounding property obiged o
10 MAIIN permanently

Subsequent sales of the Tahoe Tavern
resulied in the drvseon of 118 Suthyng par-
cels amang several partners. and i 1951
Gordon Myde soid the cowrse 1o Carl Bech.
dolt, Sr and his wile, Eine Today thee
daughter Sharon Ragon operates the
course, which continues under Bechdolt
lamuly ownership

The populatity of the Tavern hnks was
soon malched by that of a second golf
course on the notth shore Brockway
Tahoe Vista Golf and Country Club. Thes
course opaned in 1924, and was ofered as
an amandy of both the Brockway Hot
Spnngs Resort and the Brockway real est.
ate development known as Woodnisla

The golf course (now known as Wood:
vis1a) CAME 1IN0 Deg UNder Ihe Gudance
of Robert P Shevman, pacinet wath Harry
O Comsioch in the Resort and better
Lnown a4 the developer of Sherman Oals
Catfornea The nune-Nole course was onig:
inally planned a8 an 18 holer, and al one
ene Boasied 1) holes. DUt 1NOse across
hghway 28 had 10 be sbandoned when
increased trathic made access nisky, of not
Imposuble

Shetman’s poor health lorced hem 10
dissolve the patinership alter only a lew
years, and Harry Compioch assumed con-
1ol of 1he enierpnse’s vanous aspects
Brochway, Iihe the Tahos Tavern, was &
popular watenng hole of the rch and tam.
Ous, InCiuding NuMercus #1ars of the sdver
screen Bing Crosdy was among 1he regu-
Lar guests ot the Mot Spangs, and somae
POt 10 an annual Brockway goil -centered
gaihening of the 19303 promyted by Crosby
a5 the true beginning of ine Pebble Beach
Goll Classac which 100y Dears Mis name

Followsng Comstoch’s ceath in 1954, the
famdy continued 10 retain ownerstup of the
Beochway course 1or Over two decades, sel.
sng 1 1978 to Modland Corporation
Ouabio Investment corpor a1i0n purchased
tha peoperly from Modland w 1984, and at
present an upgrading is in progress.

Glenbrook 18 the site of anciher Basn
goll course which has the cauncton of
besng well over 50 years okd Wuh the
dechne of the local lumber sndusiry in the
closing yoars of the meneteentn century,
the once busthng community had become
# virtual ghost 1own, but the opening of the
Glenbrock Inn and Ranch wn the mid-19.
leens reestabhished the local economyon a
new basis. Somae years later, 2 9. hole,

Continued on page 12
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2550 yard godl course was added 10 the
resort’s varied offerings, and it continues
In operation 1odsy. N
The development of Tahoe Paradse Goll
Course dates back over 35 years to a part-
nership headed by Bruce Beeman, a Wood-
land, California tomato farmaer. Beeman,
bought out his pariners early on, and con-
tinued 10 operate the challenging 18-hole
course until his death several years 8go
Held In a family trust since 1hat time, this
recreational property Is currently for sale,
M ySUTE VT OF GraefTaY YT T &l
culty of stting 8 convanian tee-off time,
you might consider checking on the price.

)
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With warmaer days returming, the lake's many Mn‘
which bobbed empty 1l winter, a4e once again in service, !
MOOnng & wide vatiety of boats In the reaim of water:
crafy, fed ghass is the rule today. Less commanglace are
1he wooden hulls of yesterysar, reminders ol anera wheod
natural materials and fine craflismanship combined 10,
produce results both beautilul and functional N
One hundred years 830, boating on Lake Tahoe was N‘
generally consdered a loisure-time acuvity, and all but
very fow vessals whch found their way to the high S,
1A% Were work Doats « primanily steamers uted 10 tow
booms across the lake 10 the Glenbrook mills Prior
1900, roads connecting Lake Tahoe with “civilua .
were 1he deep-rutted, mud-of-dustl-depending -on.the
S22500 variety, and 80 all but the smallest craft had loﬁ
shipped in pieces by rail as far a8 Truchee, and then
0aCart 10 the lakeshore, where they were reas
before laurching

'

By the turn of the century, 1he lumber boom was in ifs
dechine, and pleasure craft were beginning 10 spoear on
the lake, the early examples being mostly open coclgy)
launches. These generally had colorful canopy toos q
shade passengers from the glaring sun, replete 1w ih |
fringe like the proverteal surrey. Vessels of thig rype foy - (|
0rvee with the major resorts, used by guests 1o7 /"¢ }
and excurson parties. Wealthy lakeshore reskieny rigg
employed them as private shutthes 1o ferry Ihelr guesis 1o
and from 1he nearest steamaer stop. No road ciicied the
lake, and though overland travel was possible, any trip |
was {ar moce pleasant by boat.

TR
By the sarly 19208, & new marine breed « with the
8CoRN ON $peed - was baing developed. Thess new boats, |
designed 10 ply the wild open waters of the Great Lakes
miulwolmmncmm.ndlwuwwmr
represantation in the products of two Michigan compan-
lox: Cheis-Cratt and Gar Wood. The progenitors of these
two firms, Christopher Columbus Smith and Garfield A
Wood, were good friends, and prior to a shift in emphasis
from race boats 10 pleasure craft, they collaborated on the
wmdmmmwmmmcmnmm-

{

tonal trophy and the Gold Cup races. in the sarly years of
pleasure boating. the hutls of Gar Wood boats were sciys
Aty manulactured by Chris Smah and his crew, & fact
which accounts for the strong similarity between sarly”
mOocels of 1he two makes i1 %
Tahos boating enthusiasts shared the national paseson
for INase New “speedbonts,” and it was only & matter of
time before thase sleek new hulls Degan 10 appest on the
lake. In 1927, the enterpeising J.P. “Jake™ Oboser of
Homewood acquired the Lake Tahoe franchise for
[Wood boats. Al about Ihe same time, Norman
[founder of the Tahoe Bost Compeny of Mo" 2
became the local distrbutor for Chos-Cratt, 5 5 11
Matine sales by both agents were brish, especially in
view of the cost of the products. In 1934, as the Great
Depreswon came 10 & close, the Gar Wood Company
olfered 18 models, ranging from a 18 foot runsbout of 70
horsepowsr st $895 10 & 40 foot cruiser with twin 200
horsepower angines for $25 000, Chrie-Craft, which the
samae year offered 21 models, was less expensive, owing
| 10 its production-line spprosch 10 construction. s cheap-
a8t model in 1934 was a 15% foot craft boasting 32
| horsapowar and selling for 8495, with the 1op of the kne
being 8 27 foot, 250 horsepower model priced st $4850.
| Bylate summaer, 1935, Obexer had soid 22 Gar Woods,
and Maytiald o similar number. Each year, the two men
made annual pligrimages 10 their respectve company
nheadquartersin Michigan 10 view the product ines for the

T

§ coming year,

Mayliold was also special Lake Tahoe representative
for the boats of marine archiect John Hacher, whose
elegant designs brought prices commansurate with their
uniqueness. One such craft, launched from the ways of
the Tahoe Bost Company, was the “Thunderbwd,” »
Hackar design builtin 1939 for Nevada millionaice George
Whittell at a cost of $87,000, The Tahos Boat Company is
now the summaer port of this magnificent example of
marine architecture, whaere it is available for hire st $500
per hour,

The Gar Wood Company's last products appeared n
1548 and Chris-Craft turmed 10 liber glass hulls in the late
19504, a8 9@ most other marine manuiacturers. But
new generation of boating enthusiasts has revived the

popularity of the old wooden beauties - for show il not for
daily use. This summar, the Tahos Yacht Club promises
unprecede ned opportundies for the public 1o view wooden
Boats. wilh no less than theee shows here ot the lake. The
. first of thase, set for July 5 at Chambers Landing, will set
; mmg;luuullmtdmmmm
w -
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cameras, and still another well-known personage chose
to remain cloaked in anonymity, signing the guest book
simply ““Cash Register.”

A whimsical touch was added to the construction of the
Lodge by a foresighted carpenter (his name apparently
lost to history) who installed a bottle of Jim Beam under
every staircase on the property. One such well-aged
surprise turned up during a recent bit of remodelling,
recalling for Mrs. Fenech the discovery of similar “trea-
sures’’ in years past.

Distilled spirits played another part in the Lodge's
colorful history. In the days of the Volstead Act, several
local entrepreneurs were engaged in the production of
alcohol, one such operstion conducted at the Tahoe
Tavern. The reputation of Tamarack Lodge held it above
suspicion by the “Feds,” and in consequence it was

" chosen as the repository of the Tavern’sillegally-produced
beverage.

Today, the Tamarack Lodge continues its well-earned
reputation as a comfortable, friendly retreat for the weary
traveller. As ever, its rates are among the most reason-
able on the lake. Manager Jackie Toles and her daughter
Ann carry on the day-to-day work of operating the Lodge,
while Louise Fenech, with her late husband Al owned and
managed the business for a generation, is stillon hand to
enhance the visits of interested guests with her charming

™ 'storigs ‘'of the'Lodge's earlydays, »—=w=vemre 0y
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*"Keep on the Sunnyside of Life"”

Whan Sunnys«de Resort reopened its doors last month
ahier along closure, it was anevent grested in local hearts
with benign cptimism Those who recall the Sunnyside of
yetteryear have had occasion 10 long for the ambience
which characterized the resort’s early years, and 10 hope
for & return to the hioe style of former properietorships

The much-amended building which 1oday houses Sun.
nyside Resort has a history approaching 50 years old,
having been built as the summer home of the Effinger
family. it is moce populatly known 8t the residence of the
2ec0nd ownaers - the Charies Kendricks lamily, who oceu-
pied it for many summars before sale 10 Conrad and Mon-
ica Briner,

The doctors Briner were first to use the building for
commencal purposes, oporating (L a8 a restaurant which
had the convenience of an adyoining boat harbor Asearly
a8 1916, hishing guide Chaxs Nielson had operated 3 har-
bor and marine way, descnbed in The Sspa of Lake
Tahoe a3 “the only commercial masina of consaquance
existing on Tahoe at that time.™

Dr. Monica Briner's marriage to Ralph Saars following
the death of Dr, Conrad Briner assured the continuity of
the business, s Sears assumed active involvementinthe
resort's operation, managing the restaurant and bar
while Conrad and Monica’s son Bill (now head of Caldor-
nia’s Parks and Recreation Commission) oversaw the
activities of the marina. With the passing of Monica and
steplather Ralph, Briner assumed control of the resort,

In 1972, » three-man partnership purchased the busi.
ness from Briner, whose increasing responsibilaies as
manager of the Tahoe City P.U.D, diminished his former
active role in Sunnyside’s opesation. Recognizing the
popularity of the existing enterprise, the new owners
made noradical changes, but rather continued to operate
the restaurant on a year-round basis, serving three meals
# day. Their operations also included the marina, “The
« Hatch™ (an off-sale kquor store on the street fromt), and
Y overnight accommodations in renovated rooms above the
‘main lodge and in dormitory-style quarters above “The

Hatch™
i Henry, bBi'n:mn. the active, on-the-scene partner, had an
xtensive background in the preparation of the resoet’s
varied menu, Bardelli could usually be found in the kit-
chen, from which emanated his tantalizing invention,

“French¥Fried Zucchind.” This local delicacy became such '

# popular trademark of the establishment during Henry's
reign in the kitchen that the curent management felt
v obliged'td MnclDde it 6 their owh Thahd, =11 !
«+Under the new proprietorship, the popular resort con-

late weekend mornings 10 turn-away crowds. In fact, it
500N Decame necessary 10 expand the exisung sundeck 1o
accommodate the overflow - one of several improve-
mants initiated by the parinership. During the drought
years of the late 19708, they found it essential 1o deedge
the existing maring, #t the same time Increasing the
number of berths

Inside the restaurant/bar, the enthusiastic reception
gvan Sunnyside’s brand of live music called for a bigger
dance lloor, and with 18 completion, the resort was
unquestionably the best shore location for lakefront din-
ing and dancing. While Henrykept the kitchenon aneven
keoel, veteran jigger-juggler Forrest “Forrie™ Colling kept
the patrons’ glasses full whide entertaining them with his
amusing tales of Tahoe,

When the partinership decided 10 sell its thaving busi-
ness in 1979, the future looked rosy for buyer Mickey
Lowell, Lowell implemented some of his own ideas
regarding the restaurant’s stmosphere, seeking a younger
chantele by booking a more contemporary vanety of live
music. Sunnyside hadindeed taken on a new personality,
yet somae desappointed okd-timars felt they had lost an old
friand.

Another loss, in November of 1984, resulted in the
closure of Sunnyside altogethar when Lowell's 34 foot
motor launch, the “Buena Vista,”™ was found unoccupied
and dragging anchor in the San Deego Naval Shipyard.

The previous year, financial difficulties with the resort
had forced Lowell's filing of Chapter 11 bankrupicy, and
In & reorganization plan, Sen Marino Savings and Loan
had entered the financial picture 83 co-partner with
Lowell. But in early 1985, San Marino Savings in tum
falled, and the Federal Savings and Loan Commission
assumed proprietary interest in the resort,

By request of this federal organization, Bill Parson of
Grankbakken Mansgement has sgreed to cperate the
resoct’s restaurant and bar for the 1985 summer season.
Patrons of the resort under its new management are
ploased to report something of the flavor of the Sunnyside
of old, and Executive Chel Bull Witowski is gratified by the
public’s initial enthusiastic response 1o the reopening

In addition 10 the french fried zucchini special, the
menu features daily lunches and dinnars of fresh seafood
and a champagne brunch served weekends and holidays .
on the sundeck overiooking the marina and lu)o beyond.
Live music runs the gamut from jazz 10 swing 1 ¢cqntem-

1= 'potdry “sasy NslENnG™ Those in thd khow Thael thi

rebirth of one of the west shore’s oldest and finast restal-
rants. Get your reservations early.

tinved 10 be home port for the lake's sailors, catering Q0 - _ (270
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Veteran Tahos campers wiil tell you that among the
lovesest of the bamn's State Parks s D L Bliss, located st
the south end of Rubwcon Bay. Though the site is every bit
85 DCluresque 88 18 neghbonng lacdiies, Emersid Bay
and Sugar Pine Pount, Bliss State Park has a history which
5 not nearly a8 well known '

According to Owen McKeoa, cheonicler of the Bliss
tamwly’s raecad and steamar scomities on Lake Tahoe,
the family donated 1o the state 182 scres of land between
what was then the estate of Harper (of maganine fame)
and Emeraid Bay for use s a park The property included
Over one mie of the most spectacular shoreling on the
lake, and seemed an ideal location for pudlic use.

However, the country was 8l that bme in the depths of
the Great Depression, and thare seemed Mtle hope for the
land s use a8 8 S1ate Parkin the foresesable luture. twas
in the spnng of 1933 that the maans of developing this
spectacular tract of land becama & reality Newly-elected
President Frankiin D Roosevell's sweeping plan for
NALIONA! ECONOMIC recovery Contiined & program per-
fectly swted 10 local needs in the form of the Cwlan
Conservation Corps.

This peogram, one of the President’s pet peogests, peo-
posed 1o employ &3 many as a quarier of 2 milon young
men between the sges of 18 and 25 at the work of forest
conservation. tree plantang, establishing lirebreats, and
clearing underbrush,

Work on the Rubicon Park tract commaenced in May of
1934, The snstalation, designated Camp 917, was a ses-
sonal camp, housing and leeding over 200 boys, whose
praviude for the chance of employment was clearly dem-
onstrated in the amazing progress which characterized
thair work,

Inlate June, 1835, atter only six months at hard labor, »
commendable transiormation of the park grounds was
reported by the Tahoe Tattler, Directed by Foreman Allen
C. Woodward, the crew had already completed a road
cachng the point, cutting through heavy imber and brush
undergrowth by the exclusive use of axes, picks and
muscle.
 Addtionally, they had “set up concrele campsioves,
restrooms and hiking paths to various points of vantage.™
The only work not done by hand was the blasung of

bowlders which blocked the preposed entrance 1o the
park

saaThe Achievementaas
san of Blissaas

‘.-—- IR R T e bt LU

By 1o Auguiy, 1he crew had completed these projectsy
and wete occuped with the developement of trails, 8 road
1o circle the Pount via Pine Flat, and the construction of &
30-Inch culvert intended to Gvert Rubicon Creek ™30 o
MOre piuresque and dewradle settng.” This progress
Wid Mode praiseworthy foc the fact INST 1N Craw’s servi.
cos had been required on the fies line when conllagra.
tions thewatened Fallen Leal Lake and an ares north of
Carson Gy,

In thair free time, several of the Camp's arveliees dis-
bnguished themselves by rescuing a six-ysar-old boy
from drowning at Meeks Bay Resort, sbout these miles
north of the camp. Othar free momaents were devoted by
the entired camp 10 ministenng 10 the every whim of
“Virgie,™ 8 dminuitive nanny goat which had been rels-
c‘:nd Irom the camp’s wanter headquariers in San Pable

Y.

By 1he 1937 season, CCC peojects sull included lands-
Caping and grounds Impeovemant at Rubicon, with the
Craw Continuing 1o fund constructive diveruon in deeds of
honor and hercaam. On theee occasions that summer,
CCC search parves were successiul in locating missing
chidran - and received due accord for thawr efions in the
pages of the Tahoe Tattler :

The work of developing and improving the Bias State
Park was all but concluded by the summer of 1939, o
Newipapar accounts of the Camg's summaer actmbees are
# vahd indication. Baseball was the main eccupdtion that
summer, with the Camp entering the Lake Tahos League,
10 do battie on several occasons with the Camg Richard-
son nine. Toward the end of August, 8 tug dance was held
at the Al Tahoe CCC camp as & fund raiser to purchase
musical instruments The price of admission was 28

cents

And 50, unlike 50 many government programs, the Civ-
ian Conservation Corps - at heast at the outset - proved 1o
be of groat benelit 1o the Lake Tahose basin. In thess days
when l81ge CONMruChon companies carry oul the devel-
opmant of civic projects, it is refreshing 1o return 10 8 ime
whaen 8 group of just over 200 ambitious young men
transiormed 8 besutdul but unimproved plece of acreage
into # State Park with kitie more than hand tools and the *
willingnets 10 work hard.
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Pleasure Boats and Their
Owners Since 1925

RN FLORENCE M
~ . { phate
> ‘h; | circa 1098
cowrteny of

' Mre Ross Bewley

- |

wously hnown 4l Ihe Lake
8 wall Anowh organ
b is celebeaning
1, phaasure boat

The Tance Yachi Club, pre
Tahoe Power Boat Chub, has been
20100 00 1he Lake for many years The O
115 60 anmrver sary Ihes season Howeve S
ing 0n Lake Tahoe dates back well over & ""‘:‘:I o
the club s formatson, and the history of Ihote BAsIS i &

sloty i itsel

Popular theory at the turn of the cantuly haldihationg
narrow hulls made the best use of au..uou power, and
resulting bodts were of the “toothpich” vaniety. Rawng
extromely narrow beams Of this type perhaps the sark.
o81 0n the Lake was Edwen Letts Oliver's MEY THERE. a
cralt whech was buslt acound 1910, and was originally the
property of an off .share akcohol dutnbulor of the early
yoars of prohiubon. Olwer's grandson, Wilkam Leits
Olever 1L doscribes the boat as a “kayak” of adout 40 feet
i length - not 1he sort of vessel that any but @ desperale
petrson would want 10 be aboard in 0Ceanc conditions,

These early precursors of the modern-day speedboat
had charactenstcs of both thew predecessors and ihe
runabouts still in the fulure

Such a hybrd wos J P “Jake Oberer's HOBO, busit
about 1915 Though Obeser's speedster had INe narrow-
beamaed hull of a launch, 1t sported an extremely long

PSR M IS e TR e

dech, which put drrver and passengess well loward 1he
IR0 M & COChpt amall by launch standards

A contemporaty of the HOBO was the CUTEY SCAUP
ancthat forerunner of the modern speebost. which look
s namae lrom a play 0n wordd invelvng 8 lamous brand of
Scotch and 8 diming duck The CUTEY SCAUP was 8 pro-
duct of the George Kneass Company of San Francixco
This boat came inio the possesson of Brochway Meicall
whan he and his wiie purchased property from J V de s
Veaga just souid of 1he Tahoe Tavern (now Tavern Proper.
pas) Matcalf changed the boat s name to SUERTE, which
tanyales sometheng 10 the elfect of “quiet walers of the
evening

A boat of about the same vintage was the MYSTERY, &
vessel with a V-botiom hudl Iramaed by Stephens Brothers
o Stock1on and buslt by Or H W Dawis of Carnalsan Bay in
1917 Dawis, o proneer seasonal ressdent of the Nosth
Shoce, had praviously bt the ZAYA and the PETITE
ZAYA for usa on the Lake The ZAYA was 35 feet long,
wiih a peam of apprommately 6 6, and was powered by &
6 cyhnder converied Thomas Fiyer automobide engine THE
MYSTERY swih 8 langeh of 2267, was powered by 2 40
np Scripps 4 cylinder engene, and. lixe 1nve HOBO, sporied
2 large reae cockpt. The hult was of Port Orford cedar. and
was onginally paintedgrey above the walering and green
below The deck was yellow

P WM !

IR AR MR AR A N A A

=
74




"

TAHOE
HERITAGE

By Carel Von Brten J

-

Speedboal ndes weie all the rage at Tahos in the
19308, waith & number of manine enterprnses carmnng
passengers 10 the Lake's scone and noteworthy points

Available for encursons at the south end of the Lake i
those days was the MISS BIJOU The Young Bro
ihers Byou prer was the ste of Charles MacFarland's
Manng concesi-on, which had its modest start in 1936,
olfenng canoes and backresis for rent Three years later,
MacFarland expanded the business, purchasing a 1929
Gar Wood from the Wilkam R Ray lamaly for the purpose
of offering speedboat ndes

This boat was one of the Lake's several painted Gars
sporting & blue hull and a clear mahogany deck Dunng
Ray's ownership, the boat had been known as the JUNE
BUG MacFarland estimates that prors 10 s purchase
the boat had seen less than 1000 hours of use

All 1hat 3000 changed, for business was brisk on the
1800 fool prer and MISS BLIOU's three cockpis were

often liked 10 capacity

Two ezcursons were offered. One was 10 Emeraka Bay
» 1 lasting about an hour and costing 83 (8 prce which
held through the end of World War Il) The aliernate 1np
was 10 Zephyr Cove, which took just over half an heur and
called for §2 per head

The Gar Wood saw a great deal of use n those
summers peior 10 and during the Second Workd War and
exhausied three angenes in her years of sarvice 1o Mac.
Farland Her last engine, a 220 hp B cylinder Karmath,
finally succumbed 10 0dd age when Il EtRew 8 rod, " pract.
cally cutling the bottom off the engine,” according to Don
Veihmeyer, who worked for MacFariand and was the last
person 1o drive the boat

Theoo Chris-Craft runabouts wer e the successors of the
MISS BUOU in MacFarland’s marine concesson. These
were the GLADYS D, 1he GLADYS G, and the MISS BLUOU
Il Veihmeyer believes that the MISS BUOU 1l a 1548
20-foot Chris-Craft Custom Runabout, was the first of ns
und at Tahoe following Workd War Il She was powered by
the standard 145 hp Chris-Craft Model ML, first available
just after the War, The GLADYS D and the GLADYS G
were both 1940 Chris-Crafts - 19100t Cusiom Runabouts
powered by 130 hp Model Ms

continued on page 19
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Followng the shoreline northwest from Byou, slong
the Lake’s Colifornia side, we come 10 one of the saries
marine concessions of its nd, located in Emerasd Bey In
Vol 1 of The Sege of Lake Tahow (p 437, Early Marine
History chapter) E B. Scott notes a Stephens hudl of sbout
1920 vintage (probably & true “potato boat™) owned by
one Ralph Graves This boal. says Scott, “reporiedly
MLained & spoed of 25 mph consdered the fastest
thing alloat on the south end of Tahos for years " Accoed
Ing 10 Scott, the boat exploded in 1041

Meeks Bay Resort, which had its beginnings in 1921
S00N GaINEd 8 reputalion F0f It MAringe CONCEIRON, Opel

21ed by Fred Oswald Kehlet, & son and partner in the
resort. Captasn Fred owned a succession of speedbosts
which he operated as commarcial carners The fust of
these. the PICO, was a Stephens and must have had a fast
hull, local recoliection has it that while operators of the
Lake's othar marine concessons were aliowed 10 com
pete in the regatia events, Fred O was barred from the
contests The reason grven was s s1a1us o8 8 commaercial
carnier. Interestingly enough, brother George 19 histed s
an entrant wn the Stpphans race for the 1929 regatia
drving the PICO

The EFFIE MOON was # raised-deck Cheis-Craft of
about 1927 vintage, wath special handeads and » stain-
loss stoel dash, inkawd in which was a silver dollar of Fred's
berth year

Last of Captasn Fred s wooden speedbosts was 1he
STARDUST, & 1934 Chns-Cratt. She and the EFFIE
MOON wevre sull in use in the med 1950's. Thew public
careers hinally ended when fberglass hudls first came Into
vogue and the thall of a nde in an old wooden speedbost
temporandy disappeared (ot least as far as a Lickle publc
was concerned)

Other West Shore maring concessions of the prewar
ora included Dave Chambers’ operation st Chambers’
Lodge and Don DelCarlo’s speecdoat nde and boat rental
just upstream from Fanny Bridge in Tahoe City The name
CAPTAIN KIDD graced the transom of several of
Chambers speedbosts - al least one of which was » late
19203 Gar Wood DeiCarlo employed the PRESIDENT, a
1927 Gar Wood sedan lormarly belonoing 1o R. Staniey
Dollae, Sr, but wath the cabin removed

Today, wooden speeddoats for hare are 8 thing of the
past The notable exception is the THUNDERBIRD, » 55-
foot, 16 ton super classic availabdle in Tahoe Cay for char-
ter and sghiseeing crusses 10 Emerald Bay




In 1948, D¢ Dawis son, Edward W Dawis, had a cockpet
cutin the dech and replaced the onginal engine with a 90
hp Chrysier Manne 8, making it a worthy contemporary of
the current generation of speedboats The MYSTERY was
stil) »n active use on the Lake when Dawvis sold her to
Wilkam Dashiell in about 1970, though her present where
abouts are unknown

The FLORENCE M. & precursor of later runabouts was
owned by J Carroll Skinner It had a hull whose specilica-
nons - make, model and year - are apparently lost 10
history. This boat sported 8 narrow beam and a high spint
wandshield, and leatured a typcally large single cockpe
which could seat 6 in comfont

Yet another ancient vessel was discovered a decade or
s0 ago by Gordon MHooper in laly shallow water off
Rubicon Properbes beach (formerly part of the George
Newnhall estate in Rubicon Bay) Hooper reports that the
hull was approxmately 40 feet long, and estimates it 1o
have been vwntage 1915 Though the lack of proper stor-
age eventually necessitated the huge boat’s demoliion,
Hooper salvaged the shaltlog, carburetor and nameplate,
as well as the ERD engine which powered the boat

The 19203 marked an era of rapsd expansion in the
reaim of power boating at Tahoe. Such lamous names as
Stephens Brothers, Belle isle, Chnis-Craft and Gar Wood
prowded local boaters with marine exciement in these
years. Disputes over which boat was the fastest afloat
gradually led to the establishment of a regular regatia
season, whuch prowded suill more thells for boat owners
and spectators alika,

MYSTERY
1967

o e

b |
|
Photo courtesy of Edward W. Davis
THIS ARTICLE IS PART OF A CHAPTER FROM A
FORTHCOMING BOOK BY CAROLVANETTENENTITLED
PREWAR WOOD THE 112.PAGE BOOK CONCERNS
IJSELF NUTH WOODEN SREEDBOATS OFLAKEIAHOE
PRIORTOWORLDOWAR L ANDWILLINCLUDEOVER 30
COLORPHOTOS OF LOCAL BOATS, PLUS MANY BLACK
AND WHITE PHOTOS, HISTORY OF TAHQE SPEEDBOATS
AND THEIR PREDECESSORS. AND EXTENSIVE CROSS
REFERENCES AND LISTS THE BOOK WILL BE AVAIL-
ABLE AT LOCAL BOOKSTORES IN MID-AUGUST
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2 was 28 years 890 this month that #n
event ook place wheeh had an impact on
local history, perhaps wnparalieled eacept
for the region’s “discovery™ by whete man
in 1944, The summer of 1057 saw 1he
maiden appearance at local cutlets of »
publicavon destined 10 be the batis for amy
dvacussion of Tahoe's fact and legend foe
all uime, This was Edward B, Scott’'s The
Segs of Lake Tahoe, » work of over 500
pages chronicling the characlers and
svents which shaped the course of local
history.

Because most people do Not make the
pme 10 learn about the past first-hand,
information found in books assumes a
9reat importance in their comprahension
of & given subject. Thus the histonan
“makas”™ history by recording it « regerd.
less of the degree of accuracy

In this sanse, seekers of kocal hastory
ware well-sarved, for not only had Scont
managed 10 conlact nearly every ving
pronees of the region, but weth Mg sriltas o
word-crafter, he wove Iheir Lales «nto »
delight! ul piece of reading which, oves the
years, has made converts of some who
thought history 10 be 8 dey borw.

Adding 10 the book’s swesome 1mport
was the [act that wathun the short space of
2 decade following s pudlication, more
than 2 handlul of Scott's principel inter-
viewees had “gone 10 their rewards.” The
Naxt 1en years took an equally signdicant
number, These sad departuves had the
effect of sealing » Lirge amount of hssory
from lyture scrutiny, except where Scour's
reseacch has prosented us with 8 window,

But what & window! Mappsly, Scomt's
view |8 8 broad pancrama « the product of
uniold hours devoted 1o retracing weth
SCEUracy Ihe becken tradl of brme pest. And
10 grve proper credit for the achievement, it
should be noted that the trail was poorly
marked by the transent citizens of the
27000 sarly youark their concern wes for
the tangble prasant rather than the
sweeping future, .

As 2 summaer resident of Tahoe unce
childhood, Scott's personal recollections
of the Lake ware an invaluable asset in
recovering informatson i hinding anythng,
the key is knowing where 10 look). Among
the important aspects of local hestory traced
by Scott was the documentation of 154 of
Tahoa's early boats, an wuniold number of
which « but for his menbon « would have
been 08110 Mistory.

Even price 10 the resesrch asscciated
with the writing of the Sega, Scott’s gen-
oral knowledge of local Boanng history was
excellent As a s0n of Bent C. Scomn of Hall-
Scott Mators, he had # fwst-hand lamdiar.
ity wath the Lake's exobc watercraly,
including some belonging 1o his own fam-
dy. Many of the sarly runabouts were
powered by the massve engines mandac-
tured by the Hall-Scott Company, Among
these were the pre-war maringe products
offered by the author's becther, Ken Scott,
head of the John G. Rapp Company. San
Francisco desler for Chng-Craft,

continued on page 13
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TM gathering of information for Scott’s
oo history 100k hum (among other places)
10 Sacramento and Barkeley, whave, atthe
Stare srchives and the Bancroft Libeary, he
was able to peruse the documents which
verilied many sarly activities at the Lake.
For those unfamelar wath research of this
type, it Is accurately described as both fas-
cinating and tecious. Howrs of tuning the
dial on the microfilm machine may be
without any result except the discovery
that the document in question has been
found 10 be wathout relevance to the lopic
A0G. Yot somalmes sbeilkant revels-

10N wall 5pUT the researcher on to further
study. .

When Scott had completed the basic
process of [nterview, hbeary, and court-
Pouse research, he was ready 1o begin the
arducus sk of sfung and miung the
information he had compiied int0 8 reads-

ble, sccuate histery. . The suthor and his .
wife had decided 10 spend the last winter
before pubhcation 81 Tahoe, to get the
proper feel for the book, and 50 in & ress-
dance near Cadar Point, Intended cnly for
summer use, the bock took shape, its
suthor braving the wanter chill which crept
in through the uninsulated walls.

in 1973, Mr. Scott pudlished Volume 11
of The Saga. In his words it ls "3 Gelinetive
pictorial documentation of Lake Tahoe's
developmaent over the last one hundred
and twenty-five years, Scoll's. gfforts

well worth the effort, and the books

continue to enjoy & wide popularity, 8 tnb-
i 10 the effons of one man to preserve
what was laft of the Tahoe history he had
seen 85 2 child. This history Is now found
only in the minds of those who were hay
contemporaries, and in the pages of ha
books.
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“Famous For Our Beautiful
White Sand Beach"

Among the most appealing siretches of
shoreline on Lake Tahoe's California side
18 the shimmering crescent of white sand
nmming Meeks Bay, Though it has seen s
variety of owners and uses, this sheltered
curve of land maintains 8 certain serenity
which transcands the seasonal hustle and
bustlie which have characterized its sum-
mers since the arrival of white man.

The Bay's firstinhabitants were Washoe

Indsans, the first white resident being John
Meehks, whosettled in the meadows which

bordered the Bay in the 1860s, building s *

log barn on the present site of the beach
snack bar. Meeks cut and baled the mea-
dow hay, stonng itin the barn before barg-
ing it to points on the Lake where it was
needed for the livestock used in the Basin’s
lumbering operations,

With the arrival of the railroads, the
importance of the meadow's proximity to
the lakeshore was diminished, and Meeks”
presence was supplanted by that of C.W,
Lusk, an El Dorado County cattleman. The
land west of Meeks Bay (and Rubicon Bay
to the south) became the summer range for
Lusk’s herd of cattle, numbering as many
83 1,000 head at one time.

In 1872, Lusk hired brothers George and
James Murphy (still teenagers then) to
help in the operation, driving the cattle
over the old Georgetown road to summer
in the lakeside pastures of the West Shore
= @ five-day trip from their winter range.
Bafore the decade’s closs, the Murphy
brothers had assumed control of the

anterprise, purchasing Lusk’'s tangible
assets (pans, churns and a milkhouse.) In
1884, the brothers bought the real estate
(Section 29) then belonging to Bliss and
Yerington. This land was a railrosding and
lumbering concern in the mid-1870s when

“all usable timber was cut off the land and

boomed across the Lake 1o Glenbrook for
milling.

The Murphy brothers continued to oper-
ate the dairy, rowing their milk, butter and
meat products across the Lake to Glen-
brook and other points 1o sell. Because of
the existence of this dairy, the locale was
for manyyears known as "Buttermilk Bay.”

in 18391, the Murphys (in partnership
with brother-in-law Luke Morgan) took
over operation of McKinney's Hunters
Home (st that time compnising a single log
¢abin -one of less than a hahdful of lodg-
ings available at the Lake). This was the
beginning of an arrangement which was to
last until 1919, The Murphy’s proprietor-
ship became so well-known that an 1894
map notes the site - now Chambers Land-

ing - as "Murphys.”

in the brothers” absence from Meeks
Bay, their holdings there were overseen by
Martin Lowe, 3 colorful backwoods son
whose squalid existence inspired some
amusing anecdotes in E.B, Scott’s The
Sagaof Lake Tahoe. The Murphy brothers
by 1920, were both past 60 years old, and
had no special plans for their Meeks Bay
property, though the time was ripe for its
development,
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As the walers of the Bay were 100 shal-
low 10 admit the steamer TAHOE, the Bay
had beon a soe of backwater durning the
Murphys' years of ownership, the only
avadable transportation bewng by water
However, with the completion of a road
atound Emerald Bay in about 1912, the
land was reachable by auto, and in 1920
George Kehlet, seeking the resiorative
qualites of a high-altitude vacation, was
led 10 the Bay's tranquil shores. Impressed
by the singular lack of campground faciki-
ties a1t Tahoe, Kehlet, formerly of McKit.
trick, Calilornia, hit on the idea of develop-
ing the site for that purpose, and by
summer's end had taken a short.lerm
option on the land

Kehiet's abudeng dream - entertained in
the face of conssderable obstacles - was 1o
develop the Bay for recreational use. Inthis
purswit, Kehlet was soon joined by father
Oswald V. and brother Fred, who together
with thewr families went 10 work in earnest
1o develop the property. By 1925, im.
provemaents al the new Meeks Bay Resort
included a grocery, dining room, clubhouse
and 15 cabins in addition 10 the camp-
ground. In 1928, the first cabin to have
indoor bathroom facilities was built, and
the followsng year the 15-room hotel build-
ing and six more cabins were completed,
making 47 cabins in all

In @ matter of a faw short years. Meoks
Bay Resort had became a miniature city
unto isell, with the vacationist's every
want answered on the premises - or deliv.
erable in short order by the helpful propne-
tors. In the spnng of 1961, a 120-berth
boat marnna was completed, concluding
the development of the property by the
Kehiets

»

Thisphoto, circa 1940, shows Meeks Bay Resort’s two
speedboats, the Stardust (foreground) and Effie Moon,
with since-demolished beach cabins south of the peer,
and the old boathouse beyond. Photo courtesy of Darel
D. Kehiet.

By the mud-1960s, the introduction of
Novada based gaming casinos (with thaw
attendant accommodations) were begin.
ming to make clear the inevitability of »
basin-wide sewer system_ and Meoks Bay
Rosort, hke so many other local family
businesses, was faced with the prohiditive
expense of connecting with the trunkline
then inching along the shoreline toward
completson. Al this point, the Kehlets
elected 10 sell their popular resort, then
having operated it for nearly 50 summers

The State of Caldornia was a potential
buyer, yo! sutlicient state funds were not
immaediately available, and Macco Corpo-
ration, & subsidiary of Penn Central Rail-
road, purchased the property. That com-
pany's plans 10 develop high-rise con-
dominium towers were not far from
realization when the parent company's
bankruptcy threw the development into
limbo - amid great rejoscing by local resi-
dents and annual visitors who had strongly
opposed the plans

In 1971, the 645 acre parcel was pur-
chased by Willkam Hewlett. who heid the
property in trust until December of 1974
when the US. Forest Service acquired it
for $3.1 million. Today, the campgrounds
and saveral of the onginal cabins are avarl-
able for public use, and a new visilor Canter
prowdes less-rustic accommodations as
well as a gift shop for visstors, Most of the
Kehlets cabins have beenremoved, as i11s
1he policy of the Forest Service 10 return
the area to s onginal state. However, the
“beautiful white sand beach™ - once the
foature of the Kehlet's resort publicity -
remains, as always, for the enjoyment of
all




n

ORI b0l 'Dring et good proe | Dr Hortuhe ngpgy

Meatow 'ark Nesort

Resorts » Hotels » Meadow Park
Carod Van L tten Colleclion

Owr Jatroe

By Catol Van Liren

Courtony of The Notih Lase Tatoe Mo

i

\
wif e 2

MEADOW PARK RESORT

West shote pionmer Allred Mallly dates
s Tahoe espenience ot 61 years, hawng
Lirst seen (he Lake 10 1924 It was in 1hat
yoar that Matlly s feihern-law, Or. Fran.
cos Laroy Hernch of Berkeley, purchased
200 acres gl west shore property ying
south of Maers Creek and froming 0 the
hghway

Ot Merrick’s ploneering spirit had

beought bwm Lo You Bet, Calldornia priot 10
the turn of he centuty, where he bacame

mnvoived i hardroch mining He subse
Quantly worked as an orderly in the Steck:
10n mental hosgial, and, whie thus em
ployed. found Lime 10 study medicang ot
Lane Medical Colloge [which later Docame
the Standord University Mediea! Sehool)
and then in Kemuchy

In the manner of Ihe day, Hettich then
served, for saveral years a8 an ibnerant
medical practitioner in Johannesbury,
South Alnica Following thus apprentice-
shup. Harrch returned 10 Caldornia, where
i 1904 he organued several doclors and
fownded a hospiial un Berkaley, which sub-
seguently bore his name

The 1924 acquention of the Meeks Doy
property was ihe lust step in Merrich's plan
10 develop a domestic fur farm - 8 veniure
which seemed to promise favorable e
tuens Wire pens were constructed on the
propedty, and ten wiver fores were pur
chased ot a cost $1,000 per head (of per-
haps # «s rather “per 10 i the case of
foses) A yea! round caretahar was haed
1o tend 1he precious herd

Summer turned 1o fall and the operation
sppeared 10 be well-lsunched The pelts
produced in Tahoa's chill winter climate
promised 10 be of the pnme socrl, which

secured an option on the meadowiand
west ol the highway property waih the
insention of pastunng horses there priorto «
their use a8 food for the foses.

The venture might have succeeded but ™
for saveral signdicant tactars, which Dr

.l"
& g‘.‘&&.’.@. :

Hernck had failed 10 1ake into account the
depih of winiler anows and the vanivie

some nature of the visen The captivity of
those future lur-places cama 10 an sbrupt
WIMINAtion whan 1he risng Snowpech
Aliowed 1he hard 1 haer opporiunity 1o make
G000 an escape by simply jJumping the len-
ces 10 freadom None of the four-legged
fugtives was ever recaptured, much to O¢

Horrch's daamay. But, adda Mr. Maltly, the
veNIure I8 S8aid 10 Rave producad » locel
popuiation of bive-Slooded coyotes

Frances Harrck passed swey in 1932,
and Alfred Malfly 100k over control of Dr
Harnch s Dusiness atlaies At Maadow Park
thisincluded operation of the grocery store,
Cobine and a Liling statson, which owver the
years fastuted Shell, Umion Assccisied
and Gulf Oil products -

Lte was of s more primitive nature then,
alk utinies bewag tha 1esponsbihity of the
Indivdual Meacdow Park had s own well,
and 8 gravity-fed system from a spnng on
the property supohed water lor 1he house
hold A shower lor progrietorns and guests
was available in the form of an slevaled
hohdng tank, wilh walet llow regulated by
8 pudl chain borrowed from an old 1ovet
tank Restroom facidies conssted of two
prrves. Direct-cutrent alectncal power
wat generated rght on the property, and a
one-lunger pump chugged novsily during
daylght Bours The absence of a phone 1
remambered by Me Malfly a3 an idyllc
cucumsiance rathar 1han an Inconven:-
ence

Although the Forest Servce now owns
mast of the proparty which was once Mea
dow Park Resort. Mallly retans the prop-
oty on wihich 1he grocery $10re and several
outbuildings (two real estate offices and a
plumbeng shop) now sit. The grocery, now
Anown a3 the Wikderness Store, 18 oper-

by
g00d seas0nal Dusiness. sefving local res-
idents and suMmer visiors who find it
convenient 1o the Meeks Bay Camep-
grounds. But Mesdow Park Resort exists
t1oday only in the memones of those who

knew the area In sathar imes, /7-5
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BOURNE IN AN EARLIER AREA

The nears Nonh Shore has, among its natursl viriued, &
pebbly boach whare vacationers of four generanons past
flocked to search among its besutilul backwaler tLaihngs
for the red and yellow slones scattered there This
geologically-named bit of geography i1s Carnalian Bay
This designation rafecs 10 the shorehne between Dol
Point 0n the south and Flick Poent on the nonh Pramarnity s
seasonal community, the Bay Boasts » post oflice, lumber
company, colles shop, restaUIANt boat company, chan
market and some of 1he MOt Improdabie MONITers ever 10
blght the local landscape

The pace of ife in Carnalian Bay was somewhat slower
a1 1he turn of the conlury. Homewood summaer resdent
Don Hudl, Sr., whose parents (st brought him to the Lake
by stagecoach in 1906, recalls one popular pastime of the
day was 8 1rip 10 the shoces of this delghtlul Bay for the
putpose of gathering carnehians - wive-washed geologs-
cal treasures sasily discovered #long the beoad sweep ol
this North Shore beach

AL the tima of Hufl's first viset, most of the property in
the Bay was owned by a trio of bachelor brothers from
Ottawa, lllinois, by the name of Flick. These theee, William,
Josaph and Nicholas, were commaerceal fisharmen who
shared 1he unuiwal fate of having all been born on
Decomber25 - in 1841, 1847 and 1851, respectively The
Flicks had purchased ther holdings kincluding the Corne-
lan Bay Hotel, a post office, 310 and cottages)in 1896,
following p financial setback in Neck's dry good concerns
and injuries sustained by Joe i a circus performance.

The hotel had Bewn duilt in the mad- 18701 by one Dr.
Bourne, who operated it under the name "Dr Bourme's
Hygenc Establishmaent™ and later as "Cornabian Springs
Sanatona™-biling it as an unsurpassed mecca for health
seekers with good lishing an acded attraction. The reclu-
sive Dr. Bourne, » sell-styled mateceologest and local
chromcier of snow depths and ke levels, rabgioutly for
warded thas statistical informanion 10 Truckee each month
lor publication In the Truckes Republican

Whan Bowine pasted away i the med-1850°s, rancher
James Cleland acquwad most of the dector's habdngs,
fa0ng remarkable vegetsble gavdens and cropy o
timothy hay on the (Tt now eccupeed by Cornelian Woods
And 158 NAAr NeIghbors

By ihe ime 1ne Fixchs acquired ha propedtyin 1800, 1he
wharl which Bourne had construciod was 8 wenty you
veleran of steamar 1ralhic, sarving an sstablushed com.
munily which « undar the Drothars’ durechon « conunued
10 be # popular destination for resdents, pecrchars, and
overnighl guesis

Marion MacKay, a soasonal resident who has spemt
nearly 8!l of the past 70 summars beside the Bay, recalls
the daily arrival of the steamer ol the hotel pier, haghbgh-
10d by the distrbution of mad - the posimasier calling out
the names of his patrons from the incoming stack of
unsorted correspondence

The Carnelian Bay Hotel was anceher lavorde gathenng-
place, and Mes MacKay and her playmates were fond of
visting “Big Cruel,” 8 huge woman who ran the hotel and
baked fresh brand sach morning. A dady nitual for Mrs
MacXay and her cousin was the consumption of 8 losf of
this delectable treat « spread with peanut butter « from &
vaniage point en the end of the hotel peer.

The downstaies of the holel Dunkding was grven over 10 8
post office and genaral siore, whaere three slot machines
consumed 1he intarest and cash of locals snd visdors of all
Qe

The Flicks had sold most of thew holdings by 1910,
rotaining & small peece of roadede real estate, 0n wheeh
wis 8 cabin whare the two younger brothers resided wntd
thoir deaths, ton days apart, in Apal of 1938,

J.Humaston, F.O. Norton and LP, Delano, calling them-
selves Carnelian Bay Improvement Company, purchased
the greater portion of the property, and commaenced an
extensive development program, the inital phase of
which is described by George Wharton James inhis 1915
publicavion, Lake of the Sky. The developers, says James,
", .. out of their B1-acre tract, put 0n sake convervent-
sred lots. Of thase 75 were purchased almost lenme-
duately, andby 1914 there were over 45 homes, large and
small, already erected.” The sale of bonds was expecied
10 linance the construction of the club’s inital basdings,
Including & clubhouse and hall » dozen cottages. How-
ever, like saveral other early-day North Shore ventures,
this peopect was never fully realized.

As 1s name suggests, the Old Post Office Collee Shop
was formerly the domain of the U S. Post Office (the entity
having moved from the hotel) From 1942 unul 1974,
posimistress Marge Fellows handled the communuty’s
mail, while across the street husband Ray operated the
Trading Post Resory, which in addinon 10 the letting of
overnight accommodations also included » small gas-
and-grocery concern

poem iaT oy Carnelan-Bay'w chied tlasm 10 fame |3 perhdps

Sierra Boat Company, west coast mecca for wooden boat
enthusiasts, where each winter over 250 of these maho-
gany masterpieces are stored. In speie of sweeping devel-
opmental changes in the reglon, the general atmosphere
of the Bay s still one of queet 0ase, where 8 patient search
may still produce 8 gem such a3 that for which the Bay
was named.
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Tahoe's pioneer residents were first lured to the Lake
by a variety of enticements. Some came to earn the (com-
paratively) healthy wages available in manyaspects of the
local timber industry. Some settled here to escape the
mad crush of the city, and others strictly toepjoy the view,
From the earliest days of its settlement, the region was
widely celebrated as a high altitude mecca for health-

seekars, its rarified atmosphere touted as the cure for a
diverse assortment of complaints.

One pioneer family which owes its long presence at the
Lake to the quest for better health was the Callenders of
Homewood. It was during the summer of 1906 that How-
ard’s severe case of asthma compelled him to abandon
the family’s Bay Area residence in favor of the restorative
climate to be found on Tahoe's sunny west shore. Upon
his return to San Francisco at summer’s end, Howard's
description of his summer habitation were understanda-
bly glowing, and by the following summer, he had con-

vinced brother Benjamin Franklin Callender to accom-
pany him on a return trip.

Though the area between Homewood and Tahoe Pines
(Idlewild) is the oldest residential community on the west -
~shore {ize subdivision dating backothe varly886s i the—
area's commercial development was still in its infancy by
the time of Callender’s arrival, and so earning one’s daily
bread called for a degree of ingenuity unnecessary today.
But the Callenders were equal to the challenge, and had
soon established themselves in the realm of commercial
angling and midihe transit, employing their diminuitive

canopied stea LADY OF THE LAKE, as a combination
fishing boat a xi.

Thoﬁ'i\ the local commercial fishing industry had
already seen 't peyday by the turn of the century, the
plenmude of e piscatorial product was still phenomenal
(at least by m n standards), and the Callenders con-
tinued to sup he elegant tables of San Francisco's
restaurants with the delicious commodity, their pay aver-

te vmma s ess e o e 80ING, two its 3.fish. This continued as a fair source of
livelihood until 1917, when (following a poficy of increas-

ingly limited fishing,) commercial ventures were prohi-
bited altogether.




Since poor local roads made overland travel Inconve-
nlent (Il not impossible) prior 1o 1925, LADY OF THE LAXKE
was 2 valuable meansof transportation, and as such was
usoed by the population at large. Acase Inpoint was Ben's
yoarly boatload of passangers from Tallac < an aboriginal
entourage which included eight or ning adult Washoe
Indians and their offspring and dogs. The passenger list
was always of such proportions that it threatened (o
exceed LADY s draft, and Ben annually feared swamping.

The very birth of local tourism can perhaps be linked to
the prohibition of commaercial fishing, for soon thereafter
camping facilities began to spring up all along the west
shore, The Callender’'s Camp Franklin was among these,
competing with Bill Johnson's El Campo and the Kehlet

_lamily’s Meeks Bay Resort campground. .

Over the yoars the enterprise grew, and the enthusi-
asmof anincreasing number of visitorsgave rise to Ben's
fame as a local restauranteur. His roadside retreat was
The Hut, initially an open-ended structure, replete with
Tahoe's answer to the thatched roof and bark on exterior
walls. Ben served a scandalously delicious hamburger
according to Lillian Farr, who enjoyed her stops at The Hut
while enroute home from the Meeks Bay dances of the
1930s and 1940s.

The Hut occupied the same plot of ground where the
Tahoe Ski Bowl sales office now sits, and its bar did a good
seasonal business a3 wall, Callander was a shrewd busi-
nessman, recalls nephow Mel Doyle (still a resident of
Tehoma), and a sign ebcvs the bar - “HITYWYBAD™ - was
an amusing source ¢f revonue for the proprietor. To
inquiries about the meaning of the curious cryplograph,
the bartender would reply, “H, | tell you, will you buy a
drink?*

About 1947, Callender sold The Hut to “Pop™ and
“Mom"* (Blanche) Meyers, and the popularity of the oper-
ation continued during their ownership. However, a 1955
fire razed the much-enlarged structure, and Peggy French,
the Meyers’ successor who operated The Hut during the
summer of 1958, could not sustain the appeal of the
former properietorship,

Following his sale of The Hut, Ben Callender had
planned a retirement in Florida, but Tahoe was in his
blood, and after several years he returned to the Home-
wood area, where he purchased his former competitor’s
El Campo Lodge, developing it into Callender’s Lodge.
This enterprise featuring a unique “"Horseshoe Bar,” the
decor of which included about 500 examples of equine
footwear. Before leaving the premises, patrons could fill
"er up atthe Flying A pump across the street, or surveythe
array of produce available at a vegetable stand conces-

LA D L R R LR T Ir“Mtfou-bw'm L ke R I T ATy

Benjamin Franklin Callender passed away in the spring
of 1976, having seen nearly seven decades of Tahoe
summers, during which he had porsonally been contribu-
tor to the colorful legacy which is our Tahoe Heritage.
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The October 22 fire which seriously dam-
aged Rosia’s Cafe, a popular Tahoe City eat-
ery, may be the demise of the structure,
which Is approaching 50 years old and is
situated on a piece of real estate which saw
commercial use even before the turn of the
century.

Tahoe City resident Lillian Vernon Farr
says her records of the property indicate that
the earliest structure on the site was a stable,
one of two livery barns built by James Card-
well. An adjoining barn to the east (site of the
Vernon Building today) was used for car-
riages, and later autos. When the barn
burned to the ground in 1933, C.W. 7Bill”

Vernon and his wife Ethel Jostin Vernon built
their two-story block residence on its founda-
tions.

By 1938, horses were no longer common-
place in Tahoe City, and sometime between'

His successors were pariners Jack Dunne
and Dinty Moore. Jack and Dinty’s Market
included a meat counter where (in the part-
nership’s early years) shoppers could pro-
cure, in addition to more cuts of meat, such
exotic flesh as venison, now outlawed for
sale. Moore's wife Robbie was generally
found behind the lone checkstand, while
Dinty himself (in a somewhat supervisoral
capacity) could usually be discovered on the
porch, chair tilted back against the storefront.

Partners Moore (who died in a house fire
almost twenty years ago) and Dunne (now a
resident of Grass Valley) sold the businessin
1963 1o another partnership. Peter Johnson
and John Sproehnle were joint proprietors of
The Hearthstone. This uproariously success-
ful, bistro-tavern featured steak, spareribs,
spirits and “gifts of whimsy” on its bill of fare.

[ The Hearthstone logo consisted of a rather

that year and 1941, an enterprising Medite- 3ngular cherub seated astride a keg of brew,

ranean type named Sam Landesburgbuiltan
open-air produce stand next door, on the site
of the former stables. The business was
necessarily seasonal, owing to its lack of
walls, but Landesburg’s success gradually
allowed expansion into such w:ied.sidelines
as hardware, dry goods, and a soda fountain
lunch counter, which was situated where
both of the subsequent businesses (The
Hearthstone and Rosie’s) located their bars. -

Landesburg is remembered by his patrons
a8s an entrepreneur in the true mercantile
tradition, who could almost unfailingly pro-
. uce s desiredarticle from somewhere in the

depths"of his' extensive inventory. Sam's
Market remained a fixture on the local scene
until 1951, when he sold the business and
quietlydisappeared from view, over the hill
no-one-remembers-where, '

'a barberpole looming fortuitously in the

background, while a hooved quadraped of
indeterminite species looked on, its meaning
remembered by only a handful today.

Johnson, a later Sproehnle, bowed out of
the enterprise, and the building, now owned
by Franz Fassbender and Walter Pleifer, is
leased to Sue Dunsford, D.B.A. Rosie’s Cafe.
Whether the business is able to continue in

anyform at the location, in light of the restric-
tive governmental attitudes regarding recon-
struction, remains to be seen. This dining
hot-spot’s future will be the history of another
era, yet its popularity of the recent past sug-

" gests the successofanything with which Ms,

Dunsford can see fit 1o replace it.
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High Sierra Mush

Oown theough the sges, manking has
tended 10 prefer play 10 work, tuming the
contrhvances born of necessity 1o more
trivial purposet in his lefaure time. Perhape
owing 10 the species’ Inbred tendency
oward competibion, alivetic pursuits have
traamonally been accorded animportance
shared by few other activities which are not
Qermans 10 human existence,

In snowy climes, dogaledding has deve-
Joped a8 such & pastime, Whals Alaska's
vast expanse pecessitated such means of
traved, the shorter geographical distances
10 be overcome In the Lower 48 could be
traversed on skis or snowahodes, and 50 the
actinty had no practical precedents in this
area. However, Ihe romance of a driver cal-
fing 10 his team of dogs as they urged the
giad Ihrough frozen drifts has a certain
appeal which cannot be matched, andso it
wis parhaps inevilable (hat our terrain and
climato would be used as the scene of use
such canine-powered Conveyance.

Hollywood had a hand In the area's
introduction to dogsledding, for the earli-
o3t record of such activity locally seems to
have been in connection with some of the
many motion pictures which wers filmed in
and around Truckee and Lake Tehoe dur-
ing the iste 19-teens and early 1020s,
These are the Mrilling (and in some cases
hilarious) tales of the Great Northwesi
siarring suchtinsel-town notables as Char-
He Chapiin, Ben Turpin and Clark Gable,

In 1526, the Southarn Pacific Raliroad
had taken over operation of the rall line

and lofowing & conversion from Parmow
gauge 10 standard size track, the way was
paved for the Inattution of “Snowbafl Spe-
clais”™ —tralng which carried passengen to
the high country to observe and participste
In snow 3ports of all kinds. End of the line
was Tahoe Tavern, a grand hostelry on the
shores of the Lake, about & mile south of
Tahoe City.

The late Judge C.W, "Bill* Yernon of
Tahoe City, chronicier of much earty day
winter sports activity of the ares, described
the dogyledding compelitions staged for
visltors of this later era. These were & revi-
val of the Slerra Dog Derby, which hed
originally sprung up as part of the Truckes
Wintsr Camnivals masterminded by CF,
McGlashan.

One such Sierra Dog Derdy, Vernon
reports, “was run on three consecutive
days - February 10, 11 and 12, 1826, The
race courss was from Truckee 10 Tahoe
Tavern and back. The uphill course was
over & trall oast of the Truckee River, by
way of Beartrap and down what [s now the
dump road (Jackpine Street In 1885) 10
Tahoe Tavern ... There were nineteen dog
teams of from saven 10 nine dogs driven by
men = and one woman driver - Lydla Hut-
chison of 1aho. She was known 21 Whis-
ting Lyd because she could whistie lowder
than any man,

Miss Hulchison, Yernon goes on 10
report, “directed her dogs, especially st the
startand finish where there was noise by (he
throngs, with one sharp whistie for Gee, two
for Haw, and 8 long fading whistle for Whoa
For start it was & chirping whistie.”

Comfnuodo«po?o.io‘“i

which connected Trockesand Tahoe City,

-
-~

Heritage continued from page 5 Y g

The drivers were almost without exception u&‘w\p
noladles, outstanding among whorl wag Scotty Atan,,
winner of 1he Alaskan Sweepstakes Howevel! AMan's”
malarmvios proved 100 heavy for the comparatively short
thirty-mile course, where their stamina was not such e
critical factor. in spite of not finishing with & winning time,
Allgnwes 8 popular fevonite locaily, and spent e winter in
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“When Johnny Comes Marching Home"

Local Impact of 1he seemingly interminable confct
known a8 Workd War Il was perhaps even greater than the
-vumaamm«vhmnnm Sance most commar-

Chal aCtivty In resort Areas wis CONMIered NON-etsential,
Ihe wir yoars were s1pecially lun ones for Basin busl-
nouu

Local enterprise sulfered [ several key respects from
the national emphasis on he wir sffort. During the first
Mnmolmﬂalhvommhmuwma.wwl

had gond oul 107 non-essantisl scrap metal with which to
mold e weapons of war, and shorty thereatier, the nail-
road line which conewcied Truckee and Tahoe City had
been sacrificed for the cause. The slmination of this
maans of 8ccess, when combined with the ratioming of
gasoline, effectively kept all But the most determined vis-
Hors away.

R

-~

In light of these adverse clicumsiances, many local

prewar proprigtors who had mot been calied 10 0ne o¢ the

other beanches of the Armed Services voluntarly ciosed

thelr doors and relocated “down the hill® for the duration -

10 places where lactories with Gelenss conlracts oifersd
planty of work st good wages.

Soldiers and sailors on leave found Lake Tahoes a virtual
paradise and resdlved 10 return when pesce wis restored.
Those essential local businesses which somehow man-
250d 10 stay In operation during the war years gratefully
welcomed the return of the proverblal Johnnies with the
coming of spring in 1844, The local economy would never
be quite the same again.

Sarvicemen who found thamselves weary of The sUChy
tropics of the South Pacific o¢ the Over-<rowded rvbdie of
the EUropean thaatre wers 8561 10 relurn Rome « of Dether
yol, 10 INe pristing expanss of e Sierra Nevacs, whare
they could do some catching up on lives which had been
for 90 long deprived. A brighter day, whan they wouid
once sgain find themselves la God's Country, served as
Ihe suslaining thought for many soldwrs under fue In
distant lands, and It followed naturally that some of these
S0ught out the source of their solace al war's end.

The spring of 1046 saw a flurry of activity al the Lake,
with relnees and newcomars tO the area putting into
ACtion tha dreams which had been formulaiad and revised
during the long years of the War. Properietors of most
“Curation” enterprises were planning soma kind of expan-
#on or improvement with the promise of & busy summaer
$42300, And would-be entraprenawrs were plentifd. On
ovecy lronk, Ihe wheels of peacetime progress wire being
once again set Ino motion, delving the economy 10 &
virtual boom status.

In Juna, Grayhound instiluted calty express buses from
San Francisco, restoning comparatively ood sccess from
the Bay Area. Two north shoee cab companies provided

"public transpdetation within the area: Tahoe Cad Com-

PA0Y served both Al Tahoe and Kings Beach, while Lake
Chb was oiapdlihed out of the Richfield Station In Tahoe

Cary.
ey

Places 10 9o and things 1o G0 3prang up on Ihe horzon
£3 i1 alter 8 J0ng slesp. It seemed that suddenly sverycne
had » yon 1O eat oul, and the list of local restaurants graw
in numbder and variety. Among fledgiing eateries In the
summaer of 1945 wire Itturreria’s Place, & Lake Forest
rostaurant specializing kn Franch and Spanish cuisine,

Ul d o LT LT B mn'--n-&uum " q" "“ "

T e T N TR TS R T

o




Yvonne's at Veren Villa in Crystal Bay was another of the
more refined dining offerings. Walt's Coffee Shop in
Tahoe City provided some middle ground, with the Here
_ 'Tis Drive Inn in Kings Beach (“Watch for the Neon Sign”)
doing a brisk business. In' the novelty category was Pronto
* Pups, a wagon in the shape of a giant wiener which held
sway that year just across the bridge from Tahoe City.

If a visitorwanted to secure a more permanent status in
the Tahoe 'Basin, real estate was easy to come by: A
number of new subdivisions sprang up that year, ,among
them Tahoe Héights, Ward Creek and Rubicon Properties.
At'the south end of the Lake, 50' x 100’ lots'in Al Tahoe

(none more than four blocks from the Lake) were offered
at $750 and up. Other psoperty was Similarly prlced

Shortages were commonplace at the Lake. as else-
where, during that first summer following the War. A July
issue of Tahoe Topics-firstlocal periodical to find its way
into print in peacetime - noted that Tahoe Tavern photo-
grapher Fred Bennett had been seen “hopping a bu's"tp
San Francijsco for some flash bulbs,” with the comment,
“He must known the right people . .. he got them."” How-
ever, in the wake of even more serious deprivations, the
cmzenry found little to complam about. They had finally
come “home," and whetherold timers.or new arrivals, they

" had come to stay.

ll-—uh-n . ”---Q.up--\unuq- '..ﬂ" " ""' ]

The end.
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“SKY LODGE"

The placw demeanct of 1he Tanoe Cily's Say Lodge
Buding. on Tanoe City » “mirache mile” betwoen Vicloria
Staton and Alpine Liguot and Sporting Goods. belies ils
Coiortyl past During Ms formative years, 1he situciure
housed adrug s100e 3044 fountain as well as a restaurani-
Dat Gownalairs, whale 4l 0ne ime Be seCONd slory was
headquarten 1Or ladies O 1he svening

Doyt guesses Dy long-lime locals associaled with the
buiding put its construction sl aboul 1040 Laian King
daughter of the couple who lounded a rather unsuccesstyl
30250081 reslaurant in their sireel-lronl commaercial builo-
ng. latet inheeited the property. Wilh hes huaband Joe
King. & popular local character lor whom Kings Deach was
named, 3he MANaged INe property with more iImagination

The two MOy slructyre sl the bach of the lot had served
a8 residence 10f Mrg. King's parents, bul soon some
changes were in evidence. It was during thes dimiy-in
period of the bullceng's history that several “disreputable
characiers from the Day Area”™ acquired the lease on the
upstairs of the street-front sructure, and 300N severs!
Lacves Of W-repute wore instalied in the roomae. Mowever,
1he outrage of somae local citizens proved an obslacie 1o
commercial Success and The ventude was shori-lived

Soon attor thig Hirtahion with infamy, the Bullding recuy-
ored some of its former Gty wilh the opening of a
peanch of the Loynd lamily drug stores, which once upon
a time included locations in Kings Beach and Momewood Turner was connected with the bas operation for & ume
Jay Shontz, anemployee in the business who had worked  Delore Iis acquisibon by Tony Donadio. with wham It i3
al each of the several oullets, ovontuslly purchased the MO8 oflen associaled
Tahoe City operation, which he continued under the name The bar's kquos hkcense was of the seasonal variety, with
JaysDrugs 8 90-day annual closure mandaled by law 1t was during

Next Goor 10 Shontz, on the Atherton's Marke! (later  those breeches of business, according (o 8 reminiscen
Kehoe's Market) side, was Sky Lodge Bar, a popular local  Off-38a30n patron, that locals would occasionally pur-
walenng hole and eatery. In the bullding's early days, 1his chase alcohol elsawhers and then repair to the relative
CONCesSIon was opedated by Les Wisler. Later, Frank seciusion of Tony's 10 Consume it

Even the Dar's open season was sometimes insullicient oxtansively remodeled Doth structures on the main parcel,
10 occupy the agile intallect of one former Ski Lodge turning the back builging into office space and maintain-
bartender. This same wit, for want of Detler entertainment, Ing the storefronts 0n & rentsl basis

suspended an apple through the dar celing one night,
connecting t™he upper end of the nylon line wilh the bed-
stead of a starry-ayed honeymoon couple, and thus mak-
ing 1or much mernmaent among the crowd of I0Cals Gnnk-
ing downslairs. Unquestonably, the Dar had not seen

It was the era of Flower Childeen, and an early-day
head-shop™ (which later evolved inlo Gesenstack's) was
the tirst new tenant in this lower end of the bulldng follow-
ing e Bernard's remodel. For a number of years, Tahoo
City Health Foods has occupied this storefromt

SUCh & good night in some time —
tvy Browne was the owner of record during some of the Jay's Drugs eventually reiocated to the Sateway shop-

- DuUlQing s colorful postwar yoars and held a number of ping conter (space presently 0ccupied by the post o"k.’
Heritage Continued on page 11 and the Sky Lodge vacancy was lilled in 1979 by Alpen-

T e R — - s on o IO Sport;.& m n Fyle ﬂp'dm hat the buiia-
“lesses. including ohe on the Sky Ladge Service Statlon. ing Is m,.m.,m "¢ maraged by &' corporation
which was situaled across ihe street from Ihe LO9ge  ynown as White Dog Properties — a tar cry irom the
proper, (Detween what are now 1he Tahoe City Fire District shaggy dogs of yesteryeas, but doubtiess better sulled 10
buliding and Tahoe Marnna Lodge) ihe Tahows City of today
Mr.and Mrs. Bob Bernard purchased the property rom
Ivy Browne. and, using Mr. Bornard's contracting skills o

7
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" iwho‘s a Turkey?
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“WHO'S A TURKEY?"

While Gen Franklin'y choice for the mations! bird Con-
Bnues 1o command 8 place of honor 0n Ine holiday table,
e ap el “turkey,” In conlemporary |argon, has been in
vogue a8 & lerm of derslon for some lime ~ perhaps
Owing 10 the peraiiels s0me see Delween the Dehavior of
Newcomars and that godbbling grand dube of the barnysrd,

Length of assoclation with & ghen Qecgraphy has
Vways boen 8 $00rCe Of PIde IN EAe BUMAN IR, yo!
the lenure of IESence which constityies "olgtimerhood™
18 8 matter of widely varying opinon, For soma, several

svone of local clzenshg are considersd & mark of
seniority, while 10 more iransient Types, one whole win.
108 resdence reprasants PaDALON DOMCenng on the
histoncsl

Shipping over (N s0as0nal Rabstions of native Amen-
cans on Tahoe's north and west shores, we Come 10 the
Lake's Original European settiers. It was an W-slarred
sampede aler goid which fieat browght the semblance of
# population Inlo the ares

Knarvilie and Claraniie, (1w 0N e-upona-1owns along
e Truckes River canyon which lailed 10 live uD 10 thewr
advance publicity 88 nch oid falds) were Of SUCH Dro -
Ity 10 Lake Bigler (48 Tanoe was hen known) that mady
minars made D sHort 1 10 Tahoe's shore. Withie § 1o~
months of thelr Dirth, thess two [Owns wite relurne’ )
periect obscunily when another gold Mampeds Cerrm)
away Ihe majority of the local citizenry. Yet, s Corenor 32
Individuals found their surmoundings 50 Kyl tht they
spent the winter 0ccupyIng Thelr Lime with such diarpons
23 ey could create [or thampehvet in thew 1olal isolation.

Of this inltal 9roup, N0 kagwn descendants have been
(18T — OF 8t laast nOoe Pas & modern-day association
with Lake Tanoe. Earlest arrivals on the norh shore
whose descendants still resiGe in the ares were the roth-
ers Pominfe), nabives of Alace-LOrraine whose expe-

EE R T Il R L s L L

fasmmMp- g .I."_ i bt A

rlence In the masilime realm sasned tham & place bn
Y.Moomumnm.dmuw'w
vieamery

Willlam Pomin(e) Is s4id 10 have arrived 00 the kocal
$C00e in 188, and Is genmraly given credd for purvepng
INe Sowniie Now known as Tahoe Cey and buiding It
zmom.mumuoun(mmmmwdvm

von),

Ciose 0n the heels of the Pomen(e) brothers was Acben
Monigomary Watson, who lirst set 1ood in Tahos Caty in
1875 Watson engaged In & vasiety of pursiats betore purs
chasing the Tahoe House from Pomen(e) in 1887, Ten
yours later, Watson's spint of adventure lured him 10 the
Yukon goid heids, whare Ne 5penl saveral years before
reluening 10 Tahow City, (neve 10 410 and rarse & lamdly,
Watson, known as the “Pathiinger,” had the respect of all
who knew him and served a3 local constable untd s
death In 1802 Walson's descendants sl consider 1he
Lake “nome,” IRough thew rescence 18 now of 2 sessonsl
ratute, :

Alsrge and well-known family still In kocal resedence are
descendants of Antone Ruse, & Swim who
sattied Lake Focwstin the 12508 Perhaps the harsh metso-
rologicel conditions n the Tahoe sres discouraged e
astashahment and perpeluation of (amilws pther (han on s
seasonal baws, and though many “local™ famdws can
Clalm 10Ag-1ima Bummer resdence, yoar Tound Mabitation
1or most Goes not precede the ten of the century.

150ialed Individuals 0 the we sl INO CONlinue the yeur
Tound resdence Degun over hall & Century 390. George
Scniumpt of Tahoe Pines. doen in Truckes in 1911,
became a permanent resident of the Lake in 1929 Hwasin
1911 that Herd Obexar's tather, “Jake,” srrived a1 Tanos,
and commenced his legendary masing enterprise, Row
based In Homewood.

A relatively large numbder of year round residants can
Lace their Lamikes’ arrtvals 10 e mic-1820s. Many more
Came in the yoan just preceding Workd War I, though, for
he Mmosl parL, Ihese few “Turkeys™ wave deslined 10 De
only sessonsd Citizens, buying property on which 10 buid
their “cabin in the pines.”

The posiwar "boom”™ browght monme newcomers on the
scene, 1he atmosphere was genenlly one of hospelalty,
The same weicome prevaded as the coming of the 1960
Olympics boosied the local population 10 new heights.

In (he finad evaluation of & person’s status ss & “turkey™
OF 8 “OIGLMEr,” Parfaps INe Dasis ks NOL 5O Much length
of S in residence, but rather the degres 10 which tat
Ingividual shares & Iove and respect 1or what was here
Delore he came, and will ramain I0ng afier he departs, .
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AFURPIECE FROM HERE

North American indians, whose oral aimanas divided
Ihe year In1o "moons.” called our month of November "Ihe
Beaver Moon ™ This reforred 10 Ihe fact that Deaver pells
(and those of other animals) wore wn 1he most prime
condition duning that time, having grown thick and full for
Ine COM 324300 ApProaching. but not yet subject 10 Ihe
wear and tear of the animal's winter struggie 1or survival

Experienced trappers regard any of the winler months
a8 appropnate 10 the pursuit of their occupation, and the
harsh physical demands of basin winters tend %0 furiher
enhance 1he quality of local fur pelts Ia season, Trappers
were among the earliest white men 10 visit the Tahoe
region, yel pror 10 the tuin of the century, comearcial
fishing was considered more peohitable for those seeking

theiroccupation outdoors, perhaps owing 1o the officulty

of servicing a traping in the deep snows of the Sierma

Hank Emmons, a backwoods type who arrived st the
Lake in 1901, was one who originally lound employment
a3 2 commercial lishorman. However, acCording 10 his
obltuary, (In the July 4, 1541 issue of the Tadoe Tantler),
“when the Cahdornia legisiature enacled laws against
commaercial trout fahng, Hank lurned 10 trapping . . .
would run 8 ling theough the range at the east end of the
Lake for mink”

The Tahoe Dasin in those Cays supported a vanely and
abundance of turbeanng animals, Includeng Drown Dear,
10x, COyOle, Deaver. racoon, rabos, badger, marien mink
and weasel (ermine) N I3 ineresting 10 note that the
Deaver, NOw considered & 3ari0us Predalor, |8 ot native 10
the Sierras, and was imporiad from lower elevations wah
the hope of improving local trapping

While the income derived from 1he sale of pelts was the
primary purpose behind most local irapping actwvities, a
few species also had a place inthe trapper's diet, beng the
baus of many & winter stew. A well-known trapper of
somewhatl more recent days was John Paham, whose
suill kept him supplied with oppossum, racoon and other
0x0%ic tabie fare in all sensons.

In the 18305 and 18405, 8iIl Johason, the “Sage of
Homeawood,” operatad a resort In that wost shore com-
manity known ss E1 Campo. An important aspect of the
resort’s mercantie coeration was the buying and salling of
furs. A number of local men geaneraied & second Income

Irappers $0id Iheir pelts 10 Johnson, himsell an expe-
rienced rapper,

The TAMOE NAVAL ENSIGN. anobascure warlime publs
cation emarabng ovl of Tahoe City, Inerviewed the 64
youar0ld Johnson in the spring ol 1942, Al (hat lime, the
10Ng-Umao apper Gescnded his OCCUDALON 83 "NOL nearly
#3 proladle as In days gone by " Johnson's rapling, in the
hills back of his €1 Campo Resort. wound past Quasl Lave on
A3 wiy 10 the upper reaches of ML E3v4, and yelded many 8
fuery rowad during the years In which he worked i

The earty abundance of lur bearers alluded 10 by John-
300 must certainly have been remarkable, for foliowing
the same winler in which Johason reporied the deciing of
local mammatian populations, 8 Jameson Beach (Camp’
fschardson) trapper named Nick Nicholson recorded a
winter take Including 14 coyoles, one Chit cal, 12 marten,
10 skunk, nine ermine, 0ne raco0on and one badger

George Schlumpl of Tahoo Pines recalls 1hat trapping
wias (he ofi-duty oCoupation of several wesl shore Care-
takers, among them Ernie Pomin, who checked his siring
of raps by boal, covering hall of bis line 4t & ime. An
animallover who knew Ernie well recalis that, unlike some
other fur-takers, he conducted Mg Irapping actimbes In 8
humane way, visiting the iraps olten and thus sparing
caplive animals much sulfering

Another local caretaker who engaged In trapping as a
sideline was Willis Asnhold, & garcenss for many years on
ine Eheman estate (now Sugar Pine Point State Park),
Arnbold’s territory was General Creek, much of that
drainage being part of the Enrman property at 1hat time

Meeks Bay, one drainage south of General Creek, was
1he site of & shorl-lived bonanza in sitver 10X peits. Thare,
an di-starfed altempl 10 raise sitver 10209 1Or prolit wenl
asiray when 180 risng level of anow b their 10D1038 pens
evenlually permutied thc)v escape. Trappers that year
enjoyed & bumper crop Of the non-native peits, though
ihese Toxey, particularty unwary of human danger, were
1000 wiped out,

As racenily as ihe late 19403, US Forest Service Ranges
Butch Beavers 0perated a trapling along the Truckee River
coerldor and i was the last 10 engage In the practice
tocally.

Toduey, Wrapping Is controlied Dy # $40 government per-
miL which can be obisined only alter the polential irapper
*has passed a test of his knowledge of proper trappeng
methods — this in an elort 10 prevent the wasie of car-
Casses and crueity 10 animals which have been decried by

“0 By MPALAINIAG TEplNETTand 0TS0l (hese PArtTime = hase who oppose-ihe practice of trappingreven thowgh.

the rigors of the pursuil preveal any sedous deplstion ol
local ankmal populations
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The more things change, the mone ey
stay the same. While many of the Geve-
loped pormons of the Tahos Basin bear
only 8 passing resemdiance 10 their ap-
pearance of hall a century 390, & Qlimpse
Into our 1oCal past reveals the truth of s
tired axiom: some s1pects of Conlempor-
ary Basin life retain an amazing simiasty
10 thaie place In the 1506 scene.

On the Momewood horzon, Obexar's new
Dudding was the marvel of the 1906 season,
prowaing under its consideradle rool nol
only siaple QOOCS And sundries, bt Ihe hux-
ury of & resident tress tender, “This new
edilice.” reponind the Tahoe Tailler, “houses
# 1508 version of mdady’s favorite hideout ...

8 beauty parior, no lesa”

Mrs. J. Christie, Ucensed Beautichan,
was duly instalied as peroprietress of the
curtworks. Cold waves were all the rage in
those days belore biowdryers and eleciric
curfing wands and many a cool colf graced
the West Shore gatharing-places in that
OG-850 SUMMer season, courtesy of Mrs,
Christie. Homewood continues 10 be the
only West Shore community otfering the
services of a commercial besuticlan —
two, In fact = though Obexer's Markat, still
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1onger headquarters for eher Neadinop.”

Public Lansportation, an essenbal ele-
mend In the local scene I &3 NOw, wil
avadable i 1906 in the form of two dady
wars lrom Trchee. Sandard-gauge Sou-
e Pacte track (converied from m::
Qauge ten years eaar) connecied the
town, slxteen miles distant, with Tanoe Cty,
its mankne eminating on the whart al
Tahoe Tavern, one mike south of lown. By
peor arrangement, those reQuining more
personal IranspOrianon Could procure ren-
tal cars from Paul A, Waners in Reno.

Mocemn molorists who hind our focal
highway projects a source of agoravation
might be assuaged 10 learn of the Incon-
veniances experienced by ther 1538 coun-
terpants in traversing the Dollar grace,
whare a $30.000 elfort was underwsy 10
impeove (e road connecting Tahoe City
and Cak-Neva (hare was litle worthy of
menticn in betwesn),

Tow July 17 issue of the Tahoe Tatter
reporied 1AM contractors Hemalrest and
Bell had satup & camp for their men (num-
bering over 100} 81 Camelian Day. Blessed
with *a husky steam showl and some
dump trucks.” the Crews were reporied at
midsummar 10 be making excellent pro-
gress toward the straightaning of shawp,
blind curves and the widening of AMrow
portions of the road

L.C. Shank's Carnelian Village, one of
1he lew businesses along the North Shore
toule, refllected & certain optimism a3 the
02100 APPIOICHEd, AGAng six new Cad-
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ins. Shark had a/s0 lound it necessary 1©
MOwsd his wharl, thanks 10 an extremely
Digh (ke level the winter Defon

Rayburn's Buckhom Ina was another
popular $10p-Over slong the North Shore
Ihoroughiare, and for vigtors in search of
excdament, the sslabistment wis even
he scene of 8 rald in that summer of 1808

Anceher mide up Ihe rosd, Broctwey Hot
Spongs was the scens of 328 Mo ercie-
menl wierns NOted HOllywood lumunanss-
on-Nohday (Including Jeanetie McOonald,

~ Gana Raymond, Chester Moers and Grow=

¢ho Marx) paid vigits 10 the North Shome
reson of the same namae,

Though these commaercial enalerprises
are nOw gone, 8 myriad of venlures founded
00 the same pramise have $ince sprung up
10 replace tham. MOLOA PRCiure personak- -
ties continue 10 lind Tahoe e el spoM
for thair idle hours: winess the annval
Caledaty Tennis Tournament held ot the
Lake each summaer. Somae stars hawe even
made Heir homes here: though owing 0
their pursuit of peivacy, the Cetads regard-
Ing these 10Cal residences are secrets hept
21 Quiet 83 they were in 106

S0 athough !e namaes and faces ca the
local scene peosent the outward appear-
ance of constant change, Me at the Lake
nevertheless has & qualty of conteity
about i which < 10r Detier Of for worse —
the passage of tme has done L1Se 50 aler,
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North Lake Tahoe has its share of "hustonc™ restaurants,
SOMa OParating under the same roo! Or Ownarshup 107 a8
much as hail & century. One local satery - Honker's Bar
and Gral - has a chaim On relative anbiguty by virlue of the
Mruciuee in which 1 s Opersied « one which pracales
avery OIher commercial Duliding on Tahoe's north shore

Some Tslory butdls” would Lake legilimate excoption 1O
1hs slatement 0N the grounds that the buldwng has under-
GONE 1uCh tweepng renovalons that # scacely resem-
Bl 113 Ongal proporbons of facade. Yet history of the
DAAINg'S Dasc siruciure Gales Dack nearly & cantury 10
the late 18808, when it served Guie a dilferent purpose -
and in & Odterent locaton

Some basic history of the Lake Tahoe region necessar-
ily comes In0 play in & discussion of this building’s past.
During e 18708 and 18808, Our IoCal economy was based
on the lumber industry, most of the raw Limber Being
Doomed” across Ine Lake 10 Ihe then-theiving Communaty
of Glenbeook (on Tahoe's sast shore) for processing inlo
lumBer Of COrIw00d.

However, whan (he mines of the Comsiock Lode (Ihe
destination of most of Tahoa's lumber) began 10 close
down, Glenbrook’s economy folded Mong with It As the
1own's mulls began 10 close, the Bliss famly inlecetis In
Glentvook, heanly concentrated In lumbderag ot tht
tme, were gradually being redirecied 10 & new Indust
tourism. As indusirial Sevelopment On the east shome
(Includeng § mills, 81 0N POINE) was NOT COMPAtiDie with
the scenic vistas pleasiang 10 visilors, the Bliss family intes-
o828 in Gleadrook were relocated 10 Tanoe City,

From 189910 1901, the Blisa inlerests - and iIndesd most
Of Gendrook « Underwent & rIOCAloN Of AMAZING PrOpOr-
Hons, Moving 1ock, $10ck and barrel™ 10 Tanoe City - by
barge AN travel around the Dasin sl That time was by waler,
$ince no r0ad circled the Lake, and dunng thus penod of
wpheaval, the sight of these transen! siructures enrovie 1o
relocaton, became commonpiace. Many company
houses, used by empioyees in Glenbrook, were thus fer-
red 10 thewr new homes across the Lake, where they were
put 10 the same purpose on he biulf sbove the Lake Tahoe
Transporiation Company property

Among these houses was one belonging 10 Andrew
Jackson Sumpter, 8 luthiyl employee of the Biiss Com-
pany in Glenbeock who, with his new bride, Annie Matlle
Fick Sumpler, had liest Laken up residencs in the house in
1891 Folliowing the mass relocation 10 Tahoe City, the
Sumpters resumaed occupancy of Ihesr house, Now sy~
#led on Front Street (Hwy. 28). just sast of its intersection
with Geove Streel.
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The precise dale of Sumpler's demise i unceriain, Duts
Tanoe Tattler of 1506 records Ihe 1act 1hal he celebraled
Nl T4IN Dirthday in the house on May 19 of that yesr,
Marking 44 years in the same M Edence - on both sdes of
the Lake

Subsequent occupants of Ihe house were Caplain
Arthur BrodeN and hag lamdy, renters for & 810 penod of
e just belore the war. Tahos City Comstabie Harry
Johanson foliowed the Brodehl's briel lenancy, purchas-
Ing 1he DUASING I & 1843 auchion. JONENsON's woOdwork -
Ing Al 3000 wrowght many changes and improvemaents
101K 1ather plain frame structure, INCIUGING 3 UNique and
baautilul manielpiece which welcomed Nis guests with a
MebCuousy Carved greetng in Swediah, the Constable's
natrve 100Que

Johanson moved 10 Sparks, Nevada (clowing Mes
retirement in 1964, and the house was 108 10 & Business
parinership which opened the buiiding 10 the public in
1071, This enlerprise, which enjoyed a successiul decade
of operation under the name Tomlcolery, changed hands
ONCe again during the fall of 1982

The bullding undecwen! extansive remodeliing unde ity
new ownership, emerging in January of 1983 as Honkar's
Bar and Grill. It continues under that Aame today, an
AMUZACHve Giing establishment in its Own rght. yet Dear-
Ing Onky the remotest resemblance 10 1S ONQWNAl 30pe -
Ance of & cantury ago

Slonld heatwelided pleots vt
+o hitloan, Vthmen aAn.
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