I Gam«p« Controlled Tahoe's Water

LAKE
TAHOE

FACTS

Swrfece Elevetion - 8,229 feel above 144 level

Langh « 22 i, Wilth « 12 i,

Shorelne « 71 mi (Cald. 42 me; Nevede 20 mi)

Capacity = 122.160.280 scre/. of water

Surface Area - 193 5q. mi. (122,200 scres)

Deapth « Mamimwm 1,045 i Average 589 i

Surface Temperatwres - Max. 88°F, Min 41°F;

Only cutiet - Truchas Rver ot Tabce Cay

AND...

Loke Tohoe It o4 long o the English Channel Is wide.
he Ponome Conal, 700 leat wide ond 50 leet deep. covid
» hiled with Tohoe's water even 4 It ciecled the globe of
e oquotor = and thare wondd 31l be encwgh woter lelt
-vbﬁlonnldlhonvnmmmw
rencaco % Mew York,

'u.ldm-umdw.homw‘w
wldornia 10 0 depth ol 14% inches. (Teves would only be
overed 10 @ depth of §'5 Inches.) Jry Ir, you'll see,

Mmlmmmolm‘uwmd

wvary doy. That s more than I relecsed
MNI@.M or encugh 10 swpply the dolly
vater requirements of 3,500 000 pecple.

While ke may sometiones lorm olong sheveling Inlets,
ohe Tohoe hos sever baen hnown 10 lraete over.

rodies ond pravents the lormation of goses 1hot weuld
nharwise fiogt them 1o the surfoce.

As on “intenitote novigoble wolerwoy™ Loke Tohoe Is
wotected by ihe U.S. Coost Guard (ond Is rumeved 1o be
Ao most desirecble Coost Cuord duty siction In the
i), N

e
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Gatekeeper Controlled
Tahoe’s Water Level

Oy Cared Van (en
Courtery of North Loke Tehoe Mistarial Soclety

Though many Iributaries leed their chilly olferings lnto
Loke Tohce, Ma lower Truckes River, commaencing of
Tohoe City, In the Lok a's only outler, end hos thes
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potekesper by
WMWdemuM

I Sepleamber of 178, anon cloimed the smpty cobun, A
teryeor ellon by the North Lobe Tohos Haroricel Sockety

wnticing elicets of o lew devoled members
the historic dweling wos rebullt Ia 1990 under the

this
exhbing, Including 0 3™ model of the Steomar Tohoe.
collection of ontique chifdren’s foys ond gomes,
coloeful cssoriment of heberdoshery belonging to
Pomin lomidy,

A

Imumwlmwmums Poge’

Laciures on sliermate Monday evenings throwghout the
m.mumﬂmmhou‘ by Johe

lle on “WildHowsrs of the Lerra,” ore part of the
wooMrwdmwm in
mmuwwnﬁmdw

lrom rative materials are scheduled for June 28,
-‘ nﬂ!tmmhw‘dm Hom s
pm, For huther Information sbout axiibins, progroms of
mambenship In the North Loke Tohos Mntorical Society.
contact the musewm of (9163831762,

D e — = =




A ’“‘;‘L sl L & i .

(h‘,kb'\' Vactioners Didn't Have Much  [Resorts » Holels » North Shore » Muttiple

[ -

NORTH TAHOE WEIX through June 22 199)

@ v *

Early Day Vacationers
Didn’t Have Much Choice

By Corel Van Etten
Covrteny of North Loke Tohoe Historiel Soclety

Visitors 1o Tohoe's north shore this summer moy lind
themialves bewildered by the myriod of choices ovailoble
with respect to lodging. The Sierra vocationar of 50 yeors
0go was nol 10 overburdened, oy on Imoginory motor trip

toword Cryatol | the Tohce Chy "Y* will
demonatrate, oo "

Following the highwoy through Tohoe City, on ifs
northeasterly course, the 1933 traveller come immediotely
vpon Corl Bachdolt $¢.'s “Tohoe Inn” on the blulf obove
Tohoe City's Commons Beach. The 70 yeor-old siructure
wot 10 burn 1o the ground the following April, bul wos
quickly rebuilt and 10 open for the 1935 sumemer
seoson. Todoy, the establishment s known os Victorio
Siotion.

Heoding on over Dollor Hil, there wos little (save
conller forest and scottered privote residences) 1o greet
the molorist until he reached Cornelion Bay, where o hotel
of "'\::m name lurnished lodging ond meols.

ahoe Visla wos o lifle developed in 1933 thot the
neighborhood hotel on thot side wos simply olluded 10 o3
“Tohoe Visto," the word "hotel” being understood.

To the eost, Kings Beoch was estoblishing Itself os o
community. There, provisions hod been mode for those
hordy compers who hod broved ofl manner of inconven-
lence on the outo ride 1o the loke over those 1933 roods
(perhops 50 yeors hoven't brought os mony changes os one
would wish). Kings Beoch hod been subdivided Into 25 foot
lots or “ten! sites,” ond for o nominal down payment,
“property owners” could pitch thelr convos dwellings on
wooden platforms ond enjoy the convenlence of running
woler, piped through o crude above-ground system 1o the
enlire froct,

Continuing on the highwey toward North Stoteline, the
troveller would hove come wpon Horry O. Comstock’s
“Brockwoy Motel™ {ond Hot Springs) of the foot of the
Brockway grode, with on olready 60yeor reputation

heclthseekers o3 on ideal location 1o “toke the
cure” for oll monner of physicol cilments. The resort

od swimming. golf, ond riding. os well os fishing ond
mhg .(:'nd ol n‘:"“ the restorative ml.n:tol walers).
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" In those doys, word of mouth ond brochure odrertivng
wete the primary sources of enticement 1o the vocotion
ctowd. The Tehoe Tottier wos shill hwo secsons away from
being reintroduwced (ofter o S3yeor hiatus) to lecol
newinionds, ond the “Tohoe Slerra Associofion,” loter 1o
play on Importont role In fomiliorizing pofential visdors
with Tohoe's mony chorms, wot stll several yeors from
formotion. In the cbsence of @ mouthplece, mony locol
businessmen turned winter atfention fo thumping thelv
Individual deums, lor their own benefit ond that of locol
commerce In generol. In spite of the enthusiosm
generoted by these locol propristors ond by retermng
vocotioners, the region continued fo grow slowly wnid
ofter World Wor N, when the loke begon 10 esperience o
“boom" which helped 10 estoblish mony locol businesses
il in existence today, Nex! sve. 0 tour of wesl shore
lodgings of that bygone ero, and o ducursion of some
other meons of tronsportation fo the ke ovodoble m
1933,

The sorly-doy vocationer atirocted by the lure of Dome
Fortune could lind het plying her trade just up the grode.
Here, the north shore’s goming Industry hod
underway In rustik style with the of the origwol
Cal-Neva Lodge in 1977, The lodge burned 10 the grownd wn
May of 1937, but wos rebuilt In 31 doys in fwne 1o open for
the summer seoson,

The lodgepole pine decor wos highkghted by mossive
oulkkroppings of notive gronite, borderng on ndoor
sireom which wos stocked with impressive specimens of
rainbow trout. The summaer of 1933 wos the finol gosp of
Prohibition, lor though the repec! of the 18th Amendment
hod been in Februory of thot yeor, the fmol
ratilication did not occur untd Decomber 5. ond in the
meontime, the noture of the liquid refreshments ot rhe
“line,” os elsewhere, wos dependent on the prowimety of
the local low enlorcement outhoriies.

THIS WEEX IN HISTORY s

June 12, 1901 < A post office wos officiolly estoblished o
Lokeside (south stoteline)

June 15, 1887 - Bliss ond Yerington's steom tug “Emercid &
wos lounched ot Glenbrook
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The View From The Slammer

By Cavel Von Itten
Covrtosy of the North Lok e Tehoo Mistericel Sactety

Controlly located st northeost of the Tohoe Oty =Y."
Commons Beach is 0 populor garhering ploce for locols ond
vishiors olke. However, mony may nol be owore that of
one tvne the plecsant erporie of beoch ond pienic
grounds wos occupied by the sinctures of o number of
enterprives ond opecations, both publi ond privote.

Al one lune these Inchuded o 800 steomer pler [on which
sat 1B, CombeNs “Custom House™ ond Deovis ond
Noewore's Generol Merchandine S1ore « loter Bliss” Tohoe
Marcontde), ond o joil.

In 1900, the new norrow-govge rodrood line lod by the
Loke Tohoe Roilwoy ond Tramporiotion Compony from
Truckee o Tohoe City ond the Tohoe Tavern wes In full
operotion. Montenonce shops of the northeast end of the
Commons were provided occess by o irertle which ron the
length of the Commons, making use of more thon 15
rock-cribbed plens 10 spon the hgh woter. In the esorly
yoors of this century, the beoch wos hordly on inviting spot
for picnickers. The tresposs of the roilroad wos tolerated
on the grounds thot It wos on ouset o locol commerce of
off kinds,

M, Bitencourt, who gave his nome 1o severol trocts of
lond north ond west of the golf course, hod quitcloim
deeded the Commons 10 the pecple of Tohoe City prior to
1900, ond following legol efforts 1o quiet Community Tile,
the propecty come under the custodionship of the Superior
Cowurt of Plocer County. Buildings and other tongible forms
of tresposs were ordered removed within o fived time
bt

In Avgust of 1937, a bronch library hod opened in the old
Mercontile building, by then the home of the Federated
Women's Oub. The bullding went up in flomes in Ocicber
of that yeor « 0 bloze rumared 10 be incendiory in noture.

Shortly thereolter, o grovp of ctiters founded o
non-peolit orgontzotion for 1he purpose of comtructing o
buildng on the Commoms biull 1o house o Commumity
Center, post office, ond librory. The twostory frome
structure, designed ond built by Normon Moyfield, wos
completed the following summer, for an actual cosh outloy
(ruch of the work wos donated) of $6,000.

Since relocotion of both the |drary ond the post office,
the old Community Center building hos provided occom-
modations for offices of the P.U.D. ond the Porks ond
Recreotion Deportiment, Next door, the Tohoe City Fire
Siation occuples the exireme southwest comer of the
Commons property. Both the originol tenonts of the
Community Canter building ond the Fire Protection District
were able 10 secure the blessings of the Superior Court on
the grounds that their presence benelitied the pecple of
Tohoe Chty,

A block bullding of the bose of the biutl, about 10
northeost of the Community Center, of one time housed

structure being both unheoted and without Indoor
fociities. Comprising two cells, the hoosegow wos for
mony yeors the resporsbility of ' Constidle (Deputy-

Coroner, joiler) Hoery Johonson, -:Mdmmk'mc:«o

o<rovs the sireet 10 the Tohoe lnn for their meals. In 1940
the present Sheriif s Substation ond County offices were
completed. The old joil remoins vocont,

South of the Commons, on lond which subsequently
become o Swedish Formhouse, wos the encompment.
heodquorters of Dot-5o-Lo-Lee, the world renowned
Waorhoe bosketmoker., From this ste emonated mony
morvelous woven ond hwined crections of hers ond her

While speciol inferests confinue 10 seek the uvie of the
populor site lor their own purposes, commerciol develop
ment of the Commans hos been lowlully lorbidden. The
long-stonding efforts of the locol Americon Legion to
coninxt 0 Memoriol Focihty on the locotion have been
opproved by the Court, but owait relecse of funds by the
County. The proposed siructure would include on Indoor
$ports conter 10 beneld the youth of the community - @
volucble ciset 10 winter recreotion.

ﬁ
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North Tahoe Dining
50 Years Ago

By Carol Van tten
Covrtesy of the Nerth Loke Tohes Historkel Soclety

Laling esloblishments in end oround the Tohoe City of
iy yeors ogo did notl present the belecguering
olternalives locing the contemporory diner, In 1930, the
&Mhlwdmw‘dm house™ In the

proper, & emenied by two "sandwich shops” on
the maln boo\o::'d h

‘m&dm' operoted by O"c:"rlmb') “d:::
Noyhew, L) Anings obout o lent next
N@omhlllho:s.)':hlohoommwuoudaho
enlerptive soon justilied 0 moce permonent siruciure, and
o white lrame building grodually took the ploce of the
original convos, The eolery wos populor with the rollrood
men « the LT.R & Ts trocks still crossed Common's Beoch,
ond thelr terminol yord and mointenance shops loy o short
hike ocross the rood. Feotwing homemode opple ond
roitin ples and § cent colles, “Bennie’s” wos definitely o
“hot spot” of the doy.

Another well-established butiness In 1933 wos “The
Squirrel House.” This bullding. originally the Bicklord
lomily residence, wos bulll In 1912 end sot behind Sodie
dichlord Morrow's lormer home (now “Ed Friel's Contem.
porory Styles”), The Krone fomily subsequently purchosed
the Bicklord house, ond in the low-wolter yeor of 1924 took
odvanioge of the ready-mode chentele generoted by the
mo|or locol construction project of thot summer, underwoy
of the loke outlet « that of installing a buge temporory
pump system ond sondbog horseshos around the mouth
of the outle! In an effort 10 convey waler over the naturol
wondstone rim ond Into the dry bed of the Truckee River.
“The Squirrel House™ continved 1o be o populor hount for
several yeors thereotier, ond the bullding remained on the
Tohoe City shyline until 1961

Loke Forest wos (ond remoins) the destination lor o
sperh lolion dinner. George ond Josephine Bocchl's
produce stands « one neor the Tohoe Inn and onother in
Lohe Forest « ware the lamily's original venture. But by
1932, Mrs. Bocchl's spoghetti hod somed such o wide ond
glorious reputation that o small restouront (on the site of
Sayder Lumbaer) wos opened on 0 “drop-in” bosis. The
lollowing ywor, the menu hod been expanded to Include
severol other entrees. From her teens, doughter Sorch
was 6 mojor foctor in the success of the business, moking
the rovioll heresell ond overseeing the mony cther
tontolizing mochinations of the kitchen,

I wos severcl yeors ofter the estoblishment of
“Bocchi’s™ thot onother premiere dinner house begon to
tohe shape on the wett shore. What Is now "Clementine's™
hod its beginnings os the privote residence of Mr, ond Mrs,
Everett Prusso, whose prior restouron! experience hod
been o highly successiul venture in Atherton, The Prussos
liest comped on the site ("o setting of quiet charm on Word
Creek™) In 1920, ond In 1926 purchosed the lond ond built o
small homae. Following neorly o decade of planning ond

|
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prepatation. they opened Prynsa's Toras! inn ;:4 "
inmediately became the” ploce tn ga lot on slegmt

X7, luntheon of dwnner

A low miles larther sauth (ot tha north and of
Homewood where the Tarris Tohoe Taalty nllive w nirw
locoted), Ben Collendor's x::f ::‘v @ las fovenal but

Ity popular eotery ' s dehciowt hom
::u'o are well ramembered by those wha mode * The
Hut © viop on thek way bock to lown efter o darce of
Meeks Boy, Moona Villa or the Homewood Hotel, ard the
Inscription obove the boe . “HTYWYBAD" « wos on armssing
soutce of revenve for the proprietor. To Inquires ol
the meoning of the curiows cryplogroph. Ihe bartender
would reply, "I 1 tell you, will you buy @ drink?

iIn 1924, o restouront hod been M::'" MO::"":':..‘:"‘
though i cotered primarily 1o guests slaying X
is reputation lor nted dining with o
spectoculor view (the dining room wos built directly on the
beoch) drew customent from o much lorger area, olfering
beeokfont, lunch ond dinner in the eorly yeors ol
operation,

Resorts ond hotels of 1930 generofly provided meals lof
Nvmmtl.odm“wdﬁmm“
evioblishment of mony new restouronts, but hifty yeors
ogo, the tourlst In seorch d‘.:“m::'":":ﬁ.:'
unencumbered with the weighty on ‘
ond covid expect the linest culsine lor something less thon
$3 per person, Including grotuity.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY: <
June 1, W:: « The qm-p:novod cruiver “Marino 8.,
coptoined Danlel M. Brodehl,
cmmo from the steomaer “Tahoe,” morking the beginning
ol the end of the ero of Tohoe steamers.

——— . ———



7

| ¢ YouAuto Be Glad

Transportation > Automobiles
Carol Van Etten Collection
A b BT iy

You Auto Be Glad

By Carol Ven Etten
Courtery of the North Lok e Tohoe Historicol Society

Visltors 10 the Loke Tohoe orea have no doubt noticed
(pechaps with obrupt suddenness) the deterioretion of
locol highways In the wohe of o record-setting winter, and
may have experienced annoying delays of vorious points
in their trovels oround the loke.

Rood conditions during the winter 1eoton generoled o
lively verbol competition between tival “1eami” in Tohoe
City ond Truckee (closely followed by readers of Letters 1o
the Editor in locol papers), with sach team claiming the
dublous honor of having the deepest ond leost-navigable
potholes in their respective towns. An article oppearing in
the Tohoe World lost spring reporied o cor losing both
front tires ot the midwoy bridge belween Squaw Volley
and Alpine Meodows, ™ ond another cor “losing two fires
on the possenger side of the cor while driving in Tohoe
City."

Fortunately, these obstocies 1o recsonable heodwoy are
under repoir, but thelr existence colls 1o mind the days
when the poce of travel wes not so convenien!

The lirst outomobile in the Loke Tahoe Bosin arrived in
1911, Prior 10 thot time, wisitors relied on roil ond sloge
service 10 reach the loke. Southern Pocilic rall hod
surmounted Donner Summit in 1868, immeosurobly
improving occess o3 for o Truckee, In 1900, o
norrow-gauvge line wos completed from there 1o Tohoe
City end the Tohoe Tavern. With this improvement, o
relotively comiortoble journey could be moade 1o any poinl
on the loke, os the trocks ron owt onto the Tovern's
one-quarter mile trestle pler, where trovelers could boord
the steamer “Tohoe,” which circled the lake stopping ot ol
then-exisling resorts

There ware, of course, the hordy lew who chose 1o
brove the bone-rattling trip down the wes! shore on the
byway of the day, known o3 the Tohoe City. McKinney s
ond Meeks Boy Toll Rood. This wos completed In
mid-summer, 1892 the construction work having been
performed by o group of obout 100 Chinese loborers
{whose experience in establishing the roadbed for the 5P
line over Donner Summit well-gualified them for the new
1osk). The 10ll rood generclly followed on existing Indian

_trokl, ond wos maimoined by the Toll Rood Compony lor 10

yeors, of which time the inconvenience of the original
right-ol-way neor the Tavern coused a rerouting. A further
rerouting neor the Tovern during It proprietorship by Mat
Groen estoblished the present course of the highwoy
Snow removol was up 10 the locol revidents in those
doys, ond porties set out from Truckee ond Tohoe City

~ sbout the first of April each yeor 1o sond the rood over
Donner Summit os well o3 the roil line connecting the two
fowns.

which followed the Truckee River. The lote E N,

vswally sulficient 1o reach “Billy's,” o woy station ond bor
locoted near the present site of Big Chiel Lodge (obout
miles north of the Squow Volley entronce), where
Tohoe City group wos sometimes mel by Truckee'
contingent,

What would seem a monumental effort todoy wos
considered o hord-eorned blessing of no smell conte
quence 1o locol residents in the early days of the century.
hostening the return of occess with the outyide world by @
woek or 10 days. The toll rood which also connected the
two towns wos ollowed 1o clear iself with the coming of
the summer 1eoton. .

The rood oround Emerold B, opened in 1912
through the efforts of o dal«‘n’,'u:s.uum by the
nome of Banberry (by whose namy 1he road wos originally
known) and loter Jim Dohey. The late George Murphy, ©
west shore ploneer, described the rood os being one-woy.
with turning out ploces 1o woit for o cor 1o pass If it could
be seen down the rood. In those days, if three outomobiles
possed over the rood in o day, It wos considered ©
crowd. ™
Another obstocle 1o oround the loke trovel hod been
overcome holf o century belore with the completion of the
Lloke Bigler Toll Rood in August of 1863 This 14 mile
stretch of highway between Zephyr Cove and Virginia City
shitted the lower side of Core Rock. One mile of the
thoroughlore, which included o 100foot trestle bridge
below the site of the present tunnel, cost $40,000 to
complete, exceeding even the loter Emerold Boy portion of
the “Rim of the Loke Highwoy ™ in difficulty ond expense ol
comiruction. The present route of the highwoy s through
o 200-foot tunnel which wos blovied through the gronite
cave’ (lorgely destroyed in the process) in 193],
occording to E.8. Scott, outhor of The Sogo of Loke Tohoe.
S0, Mr. and Mry. Motorist, lemper your displeasure with
the delays ond inconveniences you may experience in your
vocation travels with o thought about what o similar trip
would hove been kke in the days when oll the highwoys
were of dirt and grovel, and borely wide enough for two
automobiles 10 pass, and . . .enjoy the scenery!

.~

.?

of the Bosin, described ).
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By Corol Von [tten
Courtery of the North Leke Tohoe Historicol Saclety

Heodwind? Brech er ! Elephant Band ? From these nomes
by which locol bonds hove choven 1o identily themselves, It
would seem thal musk of the 19804 does not include

lomange omong Hs ottributes. [Maetol, thankiully, does not |

reptoduce I1vell.) However, the donce bonds ond

orchestras which “ployed the ‘oh duting the summers |

between The Greal Deptession ond World Wor Il were
very much concerned with the romontic mood. ond in the
Loou when S;m wos King, o lorge number of musicions .

o the not ly-known artists to college boys ouf to
earn thelr winter pin money « enterioined the onnuol
towds

The credentiols of sach bond were highly fouted, ony
network 1odio of movie experience receiving mention In

|

|
|

the billing. For the 1937 secson, the leatwed ot of |
10 Nevo Ho [0 bor-corine ond lounge of Crystol Bay) wos |

nightly doncing 1o “the clever musik of the popular

Beoc " (no relation 1o Brion Wilsons group) who !

wate, clolmed the od, “widely known for thelr motion

pkivies.” Equally pridelul of thelr top billing, the Tohoe

loveins Corol Bor ond Green Room In July of 1938 wes
leatuting Cleo Brown, “semsational colored Pionist and
Song Stylist . . larte of Rudy Volles ond Fred Allen
progroms.”

The donce ot Bijou (held in an estoblishment veriously
hnown os Bol Bijou Chub ond Club Bol Bijoy) wos for many
summart seasons consldered 10 be one of the two centers
ol swing on the south shore (the other being Globin's
over-walet “Chalef”). In the bonner yeor of 1936, Freddie

-t s

Nagel and his 14 plece “collegiate orchestro™ opened the |
Bijov season, ond were soon augmented by the speciol

guerl oppecrance of Eddie Duchin, who nohlied the
manogement In odvonce thot he would ploy Chopin's
Nocturne In € Flal, 10 stifle observations which limited his
talent o the popular field

Also appecring ot the Loke during that 1936 season was
the orchestra of Dick Jargens, whose first engogements at
Tohoe hod been ployed in the late 1920's ot Meeks Boy. In
those sorly doys, Jergens led o three plece combo which
lectuted @ soxophone, o drummer, ond his own
mellophone, an Insrument resembling o French horn (but
with the keys on fop o8 with @ rumpet) « rorely seen in
such o small combo (of that or any other ero),

During the tourse of the evening's entertonment, o
butket would be lowered on o rope from the open beom,
knolty pine rolters of the resori's donce holl -
encourogement to the dancers 10 lighten their pockets oif

>
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encourogement 10 the doncers 10 lighten their pochets of
ony poper of metol ojbects which might be impeding thew
gyrotions on the floor,

By obout 1933, Jergens hoad estcbhshed his own Swing
Bond, exponding on hia college doy summer expenence
In thot yeor he ployed such dotes os the Posodena Crvic
Auditorium, though his engogements were prncipally in
the Bay Areo.

The lyric to Jergen's theme song Doydreoms (Come
True ot Night)”", wos originally sung by $1on Noonon (o pop
ond semi clonkal vocolist olso widely known in the Son
Froncico areo). Loter Eddie Howoard (outhor of “‘Corelen’
ond loter 0 moestro In his own nght) supplied the vocols
for Jergens,

There were other bondlecdens ond orints whose
popularity wos of 0 more locol natwe Gene Englonder
held swoy ot 8ol Bijou for the 1937 secron. loter moving 1o



The bondetend ot the Col-Meve, circa 1940. We suspect that e
bandioader ls somecns woll-kaown, bet none of v ot NORTH TANOI
WEEK s old snoegh 1o romenber whe It ls, Do you? [Phate courteny
of North Lake Phete, Tobos Ovy.|

the Tovern's Corolounge, where his orchesira wos o
lixture os lote os 1941, Buddy Moleville wos onother
bondleader whose popularity proved portoble, working
the 1938 seoson ot Bol Bijou, and then splitting the
following season between tha! stond ond the one of
Stateline Country Club

Floorshows were in vogue during the seasons of the lote
1930's, odvertising such 1op billing fovorites os Anson
Waeeks (of the Stoteline Country Club in June of 1939 ond
ot the "Costle in the Air” (Cal Nevo). the swee! swinging
rhythms of Colly Holden and His Orchestro

The variety octs of the day were true 1o their names. An
up-ond-coming ventriloquist by the nome of Poul Winchell
was appedring of the Stateline Country Club in July 1939
following o limited engogement by the Ambassadoreties
("America’s Prettiest Girl Acrobats ) ond John Tio and His
Tolking Parrot. On the same stoge in July of 1941, the bill
included such notoble performers os Fran Ryon [ Semo.
tonol Comedy Soprano”), Barbee ond Gray [ Outstonding
Comedy Bollroom Doncers”) and Poni Collette ("The
Dorling of the Donce World ). Poul Chubb deltly
manipulated Bal Bijou's Electric Hammond Organ during
that 1929 summer seoson.

Music, then as now, wos on essential ospect of locol
entertoinment. But those who can shill recoll dancing to the
melodies of those groups and ortists os occupled the
stands on those moonlit evenings of another ero hove o
trecsure which has perhops been lost in the Hicker of the
strobe.

By the author of the weekly column
BunJahoeHondage:
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Ow. Jatce

Dot So La Lee

By Carel Von Erven
Covrtony of the Mook Lake Tahoo Mutaricel Saclety

On the curve of lend whah (omprnes the northern Bank
of Tohoo s Truches River outiel. on @ wooden Hoor with the
materiols of hae lobor sprecd of the parimeten of ber
Voleminous shicts. an Indon women often used 10 A4 with
hear front doee open 1o conch the light necessary lor the
fineness of har work. Here. beride the loppng waten. vhe
wond about her tosk of weaving bovkets ot 0 veady,
wntwing poce. anlunng hngemals. owl hps ond teeth 10
svbdue the notwre of the willow, birch end fern.

Debuda wos M Indion woman & given nome. meaning
“the guist one.” but her choren weoving nome - Dot S0 Lo
Low - In the one by which she s best kncwn. Though it has
mwuumum'uw N
choim < bn view of her great vonity - s
omidence. mmmmwmud
Or. SL Lee, the lest adminng whie men to lohe on
nterest in hae work.

* wos common prociice emong the Indians 1o foke the
namans of riands o amployers - not winhing 10 reves! thes
Piven nomet 10 the white man - and her oppropriation ol
bt nome spechs of an admiration ond (nendalip which
wos [delong Mer lon plece of work wos the repor ol o
Poste boshet belongng 10 the docver, who greally

porents Dot 50 Lo Lee worked
County) in 1871, Cohn operoted the Emporiem in Carsen
City. and began selling har boskets there obout 1555 He
recogrired e onisiry of har wavk, and soon provided hee
with @ howse 038 hoep in aechonge lor har bashets. Cohn
Movwdm-ﬁrﬂﬂ«u Ha notes

siiches. colovs. siae, legend. tvne
hmﬁoﬂdh!ﬂhﬁmouw.ﬂ
prolined with the initigls LK., denoting Luise Keyrer, the
nome Do 50 Lo Lee tock when she married Charley Keyver

Al the beginning of soch summer, Dot So Lo Lee,

Lols Facha duploys the Out 5o Lo lee (Alse spelled
Dot S0 La Lee) baske! now being esxhibited ot 1he
Getekospers Museum Tohos City,

Charley. ond her hntle dog would moke the trnip over the
poss lrom Corson. They would cross the loke by sveamer %o
Tohoe City, whare Jeremich “Johnny™ Hutley s bootheune
o1 the mouth of he Truches River hod been rented by Codn
lor thaw wae. Cohn had rwo semmer 0wio shops ot the
Loke - one o the Tohoe Tavern and one around the curve
of lond northeos! of the boothouse [necr the south
bowndary of Commons Beoch), brom which he bul o
boordwollk connecting Il with the boathoue

Yor. whe continged 1o live out her
employ ol Abe Coln. weaving the legends of he Washo
people inss beovidul. mothematcolly-intrcore

10 odorn e homes of whie pesple who hod no rue

B roed ond Miven

In har loter yoars. Dot 50 Lo Lew sullered from
ond in late Octobar of 1925, refuning the belp of
docrer. she seught out imstecd o Woodiond's
man. Tom Wolker. 10 overses ¢ four-doy pre-death
(tha Worha vervion of he “Tost rites”) which she
would tenew har spurit lor it ol doys of earily
Relreshed by this vigil, she teturned 1o complete
ol fanks il of hond. ond on December &, 1924
dead

Oldest of o provd sorerity of Worho
(some of whose shilis may hove equalied her
remans the best hnown of @ growp which
sternlow Couse, Linsie Peters. Jeonie Bryondt
Tillie Seccks, Leno Dk, Like Jomes, Moggie Moy Jomes
ond Sareh Jim Moyo. Her legocy it rich both flor its arilatry,
ond loe the lght it sheds cn the siory of the Washo pecple
priac 4o the innundotion of heir Outure by white men. It is
not 1o very Aoyt 10 balieve. When viewing one of her

muowdw&“w“

H

réfi Hill

Those who voversed the den (o the
wn.m-«owdnyumudk
ontist of work. obln d with hee obiey to
comprehend thewr Mo observations obout her emple

d *‘p‘-h‘wﬁubmm-—t

(A Dot 5o Lo Lew bashet on loon from Mes. Lols Facha
may be viewed ot the Golshesper's Cobin musewm

throwgh My 20.)
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Sierra Hollywood

By Corol Ven ftten
Courfosy of the Nerth Lake Tehoo Historicol Soclety

Loke Tahoe's scenic beouty has, lor more thon o century,
enjoyed fome of infernational proportions, Mork Twoin's
1871 travel book, Roughing i, wos the first publicaticn to
bring the loke 1o the ottention of reoders oround the
world, highlighting the outhor’s expariences of the loke in
the eorly 1860's ond extolling the virtues of the region,

Since thot tne, amatewr ond prolessional ortists ohke
hove flocked 1o the bowin In voin efforts 1o coplure the
marvels of this celestiol body of woter end Its beoutiful
wrroundings. The fledgling motion picture Induiiry wos
quick 10 turn Its ottention to Tohoe's rore londscopes,
which, over the yeors, have been the breathioking
bockdrop for o comiderable number of films,

The lirst of these In the Tohoe orea, occording to on
article oppearing in the August 11, 1937 lasue of the Loke
Tohoe News, wot “Son of the Stors.” "Numberous scenes,”
says the News “were shot five miles below the Tahoe
Tovern on the Truchee River neor Romport. Worren
Kerrigon wos leading man and the Tohoe City comp of 1he
movie people wos nomed “Comp Kerrigan™ Indioms
played on importont port in the picture, o ploneer-type
flicker. One night o lot of us fell In the river during scene
‘shooting when some horses stumbled. The woler wos
COLD. The month wos Moy and snow wos still on the
ground In potches.”

“Rose Marle.” M-G-M's 1935 extravogonza slorring the
‘mellifivous duo of Jeanette MocDonold and Nelson Eddy,
Is perhops the best known of Tohoe's eorly lilms.
Employing o huge cost of extros—many of whom were
locol residents—the pkiure wos onother of the mony
vehicles vsed during the period to showcose the vocol
tolents of the populor pole, ond wos set in the Great
.Northwest (ot that time o locale of rugged Intrigue to the
fim oudience), with Me. Eddy cost o8 0 Conodion Mountie,

In oddition to the much-photogrophed set of Emerald
Bay (on the northwes! shore neor Nelson L Solters’
Emecold Bay Resort), severol other locations were
employed in the Hilming. The Chvisimos issue of the Tohos
.lmﬂu_maib'h_uo'wonhMWMdlmm
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comirucied on the shores of Cornelion Bay. It wos here
that the mojor port of the dramo wos produced . . .other
wenes were photogrophed of Emerold Boy, Cornelian
Loke, 0nd In the Five Lokes in the Rubicon vicinity.”

Props for the picture become greol frecsures among the
locols, ond 1otem polet used In some senes eventually
found homes of Lokeview Lodge In Emerald Boy ond In
front of Bechdolt's Tahoe Inn in Tohoe City, The same lssuve
of the Tottler describes the gt of the mossive corvings o8
“o groclovs gesture from the M-G-M olficiols In
oppreciotion for the cooperation lent by the Bechdolt
organizotion during the likming , , .*

Ancther locol resident who hod o hand in the success of
the production wos Joke Obexer, who, in the summe’
prior 10 shotting. hod given o party of M-G-M scouts o boo!
tour of potenticl locotions, and loter served os marine
chovliour for Willlom Von Dyke, director of the
high-oltitude spectocle. Herb Obexer relotes thot his
fother's Involvement wirth the picture hod @ hoppy ending.
During the filming, It hod been Joke's ossignment 1o foke
Nis Gor Wood speeddoct 10 Zephyr Cove ecch morning
(whece Mr, Von Dyke wos lodged) ond deliver the director
1o that doy's location. A friendship betwaen the
two men, ond when the ot the loke wot
concluded, Mr, Von Dyke thonked Joke for his excellent
secvices, presenting him with a copy of the novel Troder
Horn, on odoption of which wos 10 be the dicector's nex!
Him. Joke wos o bit disoppointed ot whet he felt 10 be 0
somewha! meoger gratuity. However, In the course of
reoding the novel, he hod ‘occaslon 10 clter his original
ossesiment, turning a poge o discover o check mode out
1o him In the omount of $5,000

Countless lilms of the 1930s ond 40s employed the
sweeping crure vistos of the loke for their bockgrounds.
“Lightain’,” o Will Rogers piktuces of the sorly 1920,
Included scenes shot of Coscode Loke ond Col-Neva Lodge.
where the mossive rock which hod been Incorporated into
the old lodge (removed when It wos rebuilt following the
1937 fire) wos o focol point of shooting of that location.

Sierra Hollywood cont'd.

Cloud scenes for the M-G-M film “The Good Eorth,” on
odoption of Peorl S. Buck's populor novel, were shot in the
basin ond the Corson Volley In 1935

A Universal Studios film about the 1811 John Jocob Astor
fur hunt starring Nigel ond Corol Baxe, Wolter Brenncn,
ond Fronchot Tone, was filmed primarily of Inckne Beoch,
whare, the Tattler reported, "o log stockode ond Chinook
Indion villoge were settings ., . ™

The films mentioned here ore representative of those
mode of Tohow, In more recent times, “Godiather 11"
which used the Tohoe Pines estote of Henry J, Kolser
("Fleur du Loc™) o3 one of its locotions, is remembered by
locols who porticipated In the filming. However, with the
mocch of “progress,” local vistas which have not been
encrooched upon by the “improvements™ of mon become

N —— S .

- e o
sy .

—_—

fewer and farther batween, forcing the Kimmaker 1o moce |

postoral locations.
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Private Lands Go Public

By Curel Ven [iten
Covitery of the Nocth Lok @ Tahoe Historieal Society

The changing profile of lund vae in the Lake Tehoe Basin
hus, (o recent yeors, leoned decdedly toward the public
domain. Clowns o basn londs by vorious government
entihes and naw represent gpproaimately &7
percent of the Lake Tehee watershed, including obout &0
percent of shoreline property.

With the intent of preserving lor future generations their
portion of Tahow 8 pastorol wealth, @ number of thoughtiul
lendowners hove, over the yeors, donated or s0ld 1o the
U.S. Fores! Service (af socnlicial discounts) their lorge
lcheshore holdings. some of the property linding vie as
slote parks or compgrounds,

Public ecquisition of these lands hos Influenced the
demity of population n the basin by severely limiting the
area avelloble 10 private nteresis.

Theww inatonces of personal benavolence, occounting for
severol thousand publicolly held ocres, are notable oa the
west shore. Eorliest of these gifts, @ donotion of 744 ocres
at Rebicon Point by Mr. and Mss. Duane LeRoy Bhm In
1929, become D.L. Bliss State Pork (eventuolly compeising
957 ocres). The park Includes 14640 fleet of shoreline,
extending south os for os Emercld Boy's Eogle Point,
fecturing miles of scenic trolls and o brood expanse of
white sond beach.

The world-fomous summer residence of Lora Moore
Knight at the heod of Emercld Bay (including the islond)
become o port of the public domoin through the
benevolent eliorts of Horvey West, o Plocerville lumber-
mon ond philonthropist. “Vikingsholm™ (o3 the outhen-
tically reproduced Scandinavion costle Is known) ond Its
29-ocre grounds hod become the property of Nevoda
roncher Lowrence Hollond lollowing Mes. Knight's decth in
1943, Hollond owned the property for o little over o yeor
belore selling to Mr. West, who, In turn, offered Mrs.
Knight's original ocrecge (olong with odjocent prior
holdings of his own) 1o the State of Caldornio in return for
holl the lond's cpproised volue. This tronsoction was
completed In 1951 ond the residence ond grounds are now
maintoined by the stote park system,

Ancther west shore residence which subseguently
became slate property was the Ehrman estote, locoted on
Sugor Pine Poinl, It wes here in 1903 thot work wos
completed on Isalos Hellmon's “Pine Lodge,™ o residence
of truly grond proportions. On Helimon's death, the
property passed into the ownecship ol his doughter, Esther
Ehemon (Mrs. Cloude Llozord). Mrs. Lozord sold her
fomily's 1,989-ocre estate (which Included substantial
holdings west of Highwoy 89) to the siate in 1965

In 1970. os o result of Increciing ogency demands
regarding operation of privote commerciol ventures, the
Kehlet family sold their 50-yeor-okd Meeks Bay Resort 1o
Macco Corporation (o subsidiory of Penn Central Railrood).,
Soon cfter, linoncicl problems of the porent company
coused suspension of plans for o highrise condominium
project on the site, leaving the future of the populor rescrt
in doubt, until Palo Allo Industriclist, ond long-time
summaer resident, Williom Hewlet put up $3.1 million os o
holding cction ogainst such development in the boy. The
Forest Secvice ocquired the property from Hewlelt in 1974,
ond subsequent use hos been 01 0 public campground

- ———

Some progerty awners whese intent «f prieele
ownarship were thwor ted by the pervaterce of he Fered!
Service have become unwilling benelacters ol the
pwbiic ot lorge Mmm..c.a.owl-"d
who loe! 5,200 ocres of his selensise Nevada shovelne
holdings to the USFS in g 1947 condemnancn st The
Neveda slole government compeniated Whitte!l §3 mdfion
lor thiy ysurpation of Ma property. which hos since been
turned Into 0 stote park,

M is noteworthy the! private land contmues to love
ground ogaim! the encroachment of goversment on of
levels, competing with privete enterprise lor vislors
dollors while limiting the individuals obility to make
private use of the lond or sustain the added tas burden
brought obout by the deletson of 1uch lorge acreages from
the 1oz rolls,

The $35 mullion state bond oct passed In the 1982 general
election, which promised 1o buy owt “eavironmentally
frogile™ londs in private ownership in the Tohoe Basin,
seems 10 have hif 0 170 In recent weehs. A question of
Increciing perplexity In the minds of momy k. il suxch
Irogile lands ore considered unuscble by the peivate lond
owners, 1o what possible use will the some lands be put by
government? implementation of the terms of the buyout
plon would ostemibly Involve the purchcre ond fencing off
of these “frogile™ private holdings, beneliting the former
:::po"y owners linanclally but the general publc net of

Another potential detriment ol implementing these

volter-opproved policies would be the necessity of |

odjuMing county fax rolls 1o compensate the loss of
revenues from these lormerly peivate londs. Al the
presant time, Nevoda's Douglos County, focing bonk ruptcy
from the diminished tax base, is sueing the TRPA in on
ottempl to recover the lost revenues, ond other counties in
the bosin ore contemploting similar oction. Future public
ocquisition of private londs, whether through phdan-
thropic or legisloted meons, would seem o problematsc
endecvor of best.
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Owe Jatoe Here

Historic Site Preservation

By Corel Von [tten
Covrtery of the Nerth Loke Tohoo Historkel Saciety

This summer’s demolition of Biyth Areno, site of the
hockey ond shating events of the 1960 Winter Olympics ot
Squaw Volley, moy generote o renewed concern
over the loil-daappeoring londmarks with which locels
ond vishors ohke ausociote the Loke Tohoe orea,

Aworenets on the port of the general public ond vocol
opposition by o group of concerned citizens wos
inullicient 10 rescue this Nistoric slructure « enginesring
marvel ol onother « from the owiduous
odvonce of “progrens.” Blockiop will soon obliterate any
troce of the building. making room for moce cors ond more
people (whose oppreciotion of the Internationol signdi.

Sometimes the lown of o tongible plece of our local
heritoge Is theough a tlow ond comporatively poinless
process of erocsion, ond sometimes theough swilt ond
unexpected couses, in September of 1978, 0 single week
sow the dettruction of two historkc west shores siructures
by orson. Fint 10 burn wos the Gatekeeper's Cobin af the
Loke's outlet In Tohoe City « on the eve of finol legol efforn
of the North Loke Tohoe Historicol Soclety 10 purchose the
wire lor vie 08 @ museum ond pork, Furor ond dismoy over
this thoughtless oct wos Intensified the lollowing week
when the Meeks Boy Lodge ond Post Office Building
doting 1o the 19204, wen! up In llomes,

Tiroloss efforts by Historikol Society members roived
swificient funds for the reconstruction ol the Gotekeeper’s
Cobin. However, Fores! Service plons did not Include
nbvlldlnou the Meeks Boy structwre, ond once ogoin
memaory mest suffice the reminiscent,

Some polnts of historical intecest « many within o block
of the highwoy « remain Nidden treasures, excep! 10 the
fow who ore familior with their silent storles. Such o cose
Is the Murphy cobin, built In 1908 of the Mesks Boy heod of

O —

the Tohoe Yosemite Trod, This log strwchure, with Ity
notive tone leploce end Hemeworn board Moary, Is on the

typicolly-maisive scole of pioneer dwellings,
The Murphy brothers hod fiest come 1o Mesks Boy in
Jhne of 1872, wheee they opened o dowy (he oreo
tly become hnown o1 “Buttermik Boy), By

n
reprasents onother meons by which pleces of the post
become losl, This alvucture, originolly built in Glenbrook
os 0 residence lor the Sumpter family,
borge 1o Tohoe City during the relocotion of the B
lumbering operations around the turn of the century, ond
loter become Constoble Johonson's home.,

The mossive stone fireploce, with It hond-corved
Inscription bidding guests o worm welcome, wos
Iincorporated Into the plon of the building's first
commaerciol use (Tomloclery's™), but hos sodly disop-
peored from the current decor, toking with It o charm
which no amount of lonfare ond trumpaeting con hope to
reslore,

Comstoble Johonson's occupationol predecessor, Robert
Monigomery Wotion, wos builder ond owner of onother
structure In Tohoe City, currently threctened with
Wreversible detedoration, Watson, who first orrived In
Tahoe City in 1875, left the bosin for the Yukon goldfields
In 1897, returning several yeors later 1o 1oke @ prominent
ploce In the development of the town. Among the
structures built by Wolson were o school [on the present
site of the Pepper Tree Inn) In 1896, the log cobin which
now houses The Potter’s Yheel (designoted os o hstoric
vite), and the “20 Below Discovery Cobin,” o little-known
sincture sitvoted on Tohoe Street In the shodow of the

Misplocement of peiorities, molice, ond Mother Noture
often seem 10 join honds 1o bring obout the loss of locol
trecsures, but perhops none of these covtes i w0
regretiobly destructive os the ravoges beought about by
opathy. The uttering of exclamations over the lotest loss

local trecturen, o3 0 visit 1o the site of one ol there

remaining pleces of Mitocy will prove % onyone who will
toke 0 moment 10 poy one.
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Anniversary of “Tahoe” Sinking

By Corol Van Eten

Courtery of the North Lok e Tohow Historicol Society

Since this week (1 the annlvenary ol the scuttling of 1he
Steamer “Tohoe,” It seams oppropriate that o lew words
be soid about the linal days of the grond old ship, Best
known of the steamets which plied the Loke botween 1863
ond 1940, wos the Bliss tomily's "Tohoe" She proudly
reigned or “Queen of the Loke™ lor lour decades, ond
continves 10 be the aubject of mystery, legend. ond
controversy 43 years ofter her sinking,

The “Tohoe" corried mall during the summer secson
from the time of her lounching on June 24 1896 through
the foll of 193 (One of severol smaller steamers « usuvally
the Bliss fomily's "Nevoda™ « wor used lor mall delivery
ond limited possenger service during the winter months.)
By the eorly 1900, grodual Improvement of bosin
highwoys ond the consequent Intlux of outo trollic hod
begun to diminish the importonce of boat travel. Tahoe's
splendid pleosure resorts hod seen their heyday oround
the turn of the century and were loding from prominence.

On July 1, 1934, the controct 10 carry the mall wos
oworded to Coptoin Danlel Martin Brodehl, whose
gos-powered cruiver, the "Morlan B." represented o
finonciolly feciible means of operating the marine postel
route on o year-round bosis.

And 3o, excepl lor severol special chorter excursions
during the two seasons which followed loss of the malil
controct, the “Tohoe" st idle, becoming such o whorl.side
lixture of the Tohoe City maintenonce yords that the Tohoe
Tottler of August 20, 1937 remocked: “Although countiess
picture posicords beor witness 1o the contrary, there ore
visitors who wonder if “that boat over there ever ron on
Tohoe." Enomored of her bross fitings ond ornate
occouterments, vandals took them lor souvenirs, leaving
in their steod on undignitied orroy of litter, grolfiti, ond
Hilsh,

The Steomer hod become the property of the Lake Tohoe

Development Company in o liquidation of the Bliss west
shore interests in 1927, but a potenticl sole of the ship for
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Courtery of North Loke Photo, Tohoe Gty
scrop oroused strong lomily sentiment, ond they bought
her bock with the intent of putting her forever beyond the
thoughtless grosp of the public,

A recounting of the several versions of the scuttling of
the "Tohoe" might eosily exceed the spoce of this column,
Some purportedly first hand descriptions refer 1o the use
of dynamite to explode the flototion tanks (@ recourse
which these witnesses believed 10 hove destroyed o lorge
portion of the deck ond pilothouse), However, recent liim
footoge of the Steamer (loken on the loke bottom with o
“remote submersible” comero) oppears to show these
structures Intoct, lending credence to o more peoceful
occount of the sinking.

Without contradicting ony eyewiiness occounts or
ottempling to drow conclusions regarding the “focts” of
this subject, it may be soid that on the quiet summer
evening of August 29, 1940, the Steamer left Tohoe City
under tow by the lounch “"Quit-Cho-Kidding,” bound for
Glenbrook. There, in olmost 400 foet of woler, her
wotertight compoartments slowly filled and she slipped
benecth the waves.

Plans afoot 1o raise the “Tohoe" hove met with varied
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California Gambling

By Cerol Von Etten
Courtesy of the North Loke Tohoe Historicol Soclety

Though organized lagms of gombling ot Loke Tohoe
have, by stotute, troditionally been the province of the
Nevodo portion of the basin, the popular oppeal of 1his
indoor recreation, combined with on attitude of indul-
gence common In remote {ond thus difficult-1o-police)
geogrophies, gove rive in the eorly 1930's 1o o voried
ossortment of extrofigol goming enterprises on the
Colifornio side of 1the Joke.

htﬂndﬁnmiu'!_nmodwd\op«o'bm. none
were what could be comidered clandestine. Slot machines
sof in ploin view ot Bay View Resort (obove Emercld Boy),
Maeeks Boy Resort, Pormin's Lodge in Tohoma, Obexer’s
Market, Ben Collender’s Hut ond Don Hufi's Homewood
Resort in Homewood, Sunnyside, Tohoe Tovern, Bechdolr’s
Tohoe Inn, Royburn's Buckhomn lan in Kings Beach, in the
Villoge Store n Tohoe City (os well o3 in o restouront
which then occupled o port of the store building) ond in
Congers (now the Fomily Tree).

Severcl estoblishments, incuding Tohoe Tovern, Loke
nn (now Pleifer House) and two bulldings in Kings Beoch «
one now occupied by Los Tres Hombres ond one by
Western Auto - were “hot™ local gombling houses with
“crops,” “217 1obles, ond roulette wheels.

Hundreds of mochines were scottered over the north
ond west shoces, with several individuals ond pertnerships
providing equipment and repairs for owners of local
businesses. In o toped Interview mode in 1964, the late
“Ernie” Pomin described Dick Joseph's porinership with
several west shore proprietors in which they split the
“tcke” from slots Joseph provided.

Joe King (lor whom Kings Beoch wos nomed) ond Lorry
McKelvy “lecsed” their machines on the same terms, King
to customers on the north ond west shores ond McKelvy
olong his route from Emerold Boy to Sodo Springs.

Enforcement of the state law prohibiting gaming wos
sporodic, ond bore o discernible refotionship 1o the

- — -

physicol proximity of concerned officlols. Intermittent
roids on locol estoblshments were customerily preceded
by warnings, which ollowed sufficient opportunity to
remove the offending porophernclio to more secluded
locotions “for the durotion.™

Eorl Worren's lerm os Stote Atlorney Generol, with Ifs
promises of reform, proved o be o period of lip-service
enforcemaent of wotutes on the books, The late C.E “Bill*
Vermnon's memoirs Inchude o recoflection of the 1935
conliscation of gombling equipment from o Kings Beoch
butiness - opparently the only instance of intervention by
low enforcement outhorities until 1937, In that yeor the
Tahoe Tottler reported roids on three resorts by Comtoble
Horry Johonson ond his deputies in which two alot
mochines ond two horserocing mochines were
Kennedy's Borbeque in Homewood, Corl Bohme's ploce in
Tohoe Visto, ond Freemon's ploce in Kings Beoch were the
torgets of the roids,

Attorney General Worren's participotion in on Echo Lake
skeeat shoo! In July of 1939 prompted the swilt
disoppearonce of local mochines from their ploces of
prominence of vorious locol establishments, but the
reform wos temporory. It wos not until Worren poid the
basin another visit, In July of 1941 (this time 1o the
uncomforioble proximity of Tohos Pines), thot locol
businesses were again coerced into removing the
machines from view,

Following World War II, improved occess 1o the bosin
ond the consequent mushrooming growth of tourism hod
brought about o greater stringency in the ealorcement of
goming lows. A bill beiore the Colifornio Stote Legisicture
in the early 1940's, which would have legalized gombling
oa the Colifornio side of the basin, hod gone down to
defect, thanks primarily 1o strong opposition from Nevoda
goming interests - o strength then only beginning to moke
itsell felt locally,

In 1947, Fred Ichelson, who then opercted the Tohoe
Tovern, oppeared belore the Judge of Township Il (the
some M. Vernon mentioned earkier) with o plea of guilty
in the matter of possession of gambling mochines. His
conviction morked the beginning of the end for lllicit
gombling operations on Tahoe's Colifornia shore,

— - —
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Read All About It!

By Corcl Van Etten
Courenty of the North Loke Tahoe Histericol Soclety

The recently-celebrated 201h onniversory of the Tohoe
World prompts some recollections of I1s predecessors,
which (though not blessed with such longevity) ployed
thele vorious roles In the chronkling of locol history. While
o great mony small, locolinterest newspopers begon to
Issue lrom crude presses dotting the lower reaches of “the
Western Slope™ In the mid-1800°s, three more decodes
povied belore the fint periodicol oppeared In the Loke
Tohowe Bosln,

First on the locol scene wos o minicture teblold colled
the Tohoe Tattler, the formot of which wos reminiscent of
o postoge stomp, R.E, Wood, editor of the diminutive daily,
collected news from guests oreiving ond deporting from
the bustling homlet of “Tohoe™ (now Tohoe City) by
vieomer and stoge, lilling out the bolance of the four-poge
shee! with liberol doses of local odvertising.

Wood's enterprise, whikh began on July 9, 1881,
monaged 10 wevive until Jonuvory of the following yeor,
when he found it obligatory to explain 1o his reoders thot
his “healthy stomach, . .could not be sotislied by foith
without dumplings.”

In the 54 yeors which followed the foilure of Wood's
enterprise, the reglon waos withou! o newspaper,
However, revivol of the Tohoe Tottler in June of 1935 by
monoging editor Frank E, Feliz brought the poper bock a3 o
weekly publicotion “during the season.” Feliz wos on
ospiring student of locol history, ond featured on eoch of
his front poges the briel occount of o locol “old timer,”
recolling the esorly days of white settlement in the Bosin
ond copluring, however voguely, mony ospects of locol
history which might otherwise hove gone unrecorded.

Loter editors Harry Blonchard, H.O. McKay, Jr., ond
Gumey Brechenfeld, carried on the troditions instituted by
Feltz, Including columns devoted to noturol history, focts
ond statistics cbout Tahoe, locol fishing, society news, ond
o cheonicle of local octivities, both public ond private. The
Tohoe Yacht Club wos in its heyday, with previews ond
results of the annuol roces ot Chamber's Lodge ond Tohoe
Tavern dominating the headlines.

Tohoe joumnalism in those doys hod quite o ditferent
flavor from that of current local offerings, reflecting o
slower ond less self-conscious time when Regotias ond
rood improvements provided the chlel news. In the
secsons following its rebicth, the Tettler enjoyed the
blessing of having virtuolly no competition, but the area’s
secsonal news morke! represented growing promise, and
on July 27, 1937, the initial six-poge offering of Kenneth L.
Mcloren’s Loke Tohoe News oppeared on local stands.

Col-Neva Lodge hod just been newly rebuilt (in record

time) following a fire on May 16 of that yeor which
destroyed the original structure (built In 1927), and the
promotional benefits of o newspoper which would give
volce 1o the plecsures of North Stoteline and Reno nightlife
waere obvious, Mcloren's publication thus devoted itsell
primorily 10 news of “the Line" ond “the Biggest Little City
in the World,” boasting o vorlety of columns (one from o
“stringer” as distont os Tollac), os well as entertolnment
ond soclety leatures of general interest 10 the gombling |
“vocationist.” A full-.poge od oppecred weekly on the bock
coversheel, picturing the odmiroble view from Col-Nevo's
Continentol Bor ond Cocktoil Lounge, where the sweet
swingling rhythms of Cally Holden held perpetual swoy.

The molden lssue of onother locol journalistic effort
oppecred May 17, 1946, colling Itself Tohoe Toplcs, Ruth
Powell Pool of Son Fronchico, with H.D, Blanchord as her
Monoging Editor, published o rother more cosmopoliton
product than the folksy Tettler, including the lotest from
Walter Winchell, legislative news from Woshington D.C,,
ond smatterings of local history, news and politics,

The wor years, which diminished both the community’s
renident ond trontlent populations, hod brought obout a
second collopse of the Tettler In 1541, It wos not until after
1945 thot the Tohoe region wos ogoln “booming,” In port
due to on Influx of ex-servicemen returning with their
wives ond fomilies 1o settle permonently in the scenic
porodise where they hod spent treasured hours of leave
during the wor. 1t is surprising that o second revivol of the
Tohoe Tottler did not oppear until 1957, this time published
by Kothleen Storrott ond under the editorship of Gordon
"Or" Butterfleld, with photos supplied by steff photo-
gropher Bill Briner, who wos recently nomed Director of
Porks for Colifornia,

The oppearonce of the “new” Tattler” colncided with
bidding for the site of the 1960 Winter Olympics,
recounting the selection process ond subsequent plans for,
ond progress on, the new Olympic focilities. Following the
brouboha generated by these preporotions for the
internationol event (ond the glodious Games themselves),
the Tottler retrected once ogoin 1o the shelf, its third
disoppecronce, poving the way for todoy’s voice of the
north ond west shores, the Tohoe World,

The echoes of o quointly ditferent Loke Tohoe still
reverbarote in the poges of its early newspopers, recolling
picture-postcard days of unhurried repose. Photocoples of
soma of these old newsprint treciures ore availoble for
your perusal upstoirs in the Gotekeeper’s Cobin Museum,
You'll find o moment 1oken 1o see these fleeting memories
of the post both entertcining and rewording.
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Fish Farms of Lake Tahoe

By Corol Van frien
?umd“Ml‘.'“

The old two-story, bork-sided buliding with the green
rool, which stonds on a gentle slope where Loke Fores)
Rood joins Highwoy 28 Is commonly known oas the lormer
sie of stote lish hotchery. However, lew people ore awore
that this wos only one of cbout holf a dozen locations In
the Loke Tohoe vicinity where lish were reored in on eliort
10 replenish the supply, which, less than 100 years ogo
wos described o8 “unlimited '

The Loke Forest Hatchery, in foct, wos octually o
comparatively recent site of Hish-rofsing activities. The fiest
wch enterprise hod been lounded os eorly o3 1868 of the
loke outlet by two gentlemen nomed Pringle and Hurley
Their operation is known 1o hove survived lor af leost four
yeors, providing orea anglers with on enhenced supply of
ponsized trout os their "Pisciculiure! Estoblishment,”
where visitors could weatch the voracious lingerlings
feading for the considerable sum of 25 cents

A socond hotchery site wos established in Talloc In 1882,
This employed o system of 18-Inch steel pipe 10 corry water
from Toylor Creek to o squore diversion basin, from which
emonated a number of pipes that fed the Individuol
recring tonks. Locoted on lond owned by Lucky Baldwin,
somewhot upstream from the present Toylor Creek bridge
(site of the Stream Prolile Chomber on Highwoy 89), this
hotchery wos remodeled ond upgroded in 1932. Materials
were vsed from the dismontling ol another hotchery
operation, this one on Blockwood Creek near Tohoe Pines

The Blockwood Hotchery, locoted about @ mile upstreom
from the highway, roised fingerlings 1o o length of theee to
four inches, plenting the “fry” in local lokes ond streams
by tonk truck ond later by plone.

Ancther hotchery, estoblished in 1893 on the Truckee
River obout four end one-holf miles downstreom from the
town of Truckee, wos the work of private individuals—
members of the Son Froncisco Fly Fishing Club. In the
interests of improving and maintaining local fishing, these
gentlemen purchased hundreds of ocres olong both sides
of the river, constructing o hotchery focility ond lodge on
the site. Moving water for the hotchery's rearing fonks
wos provided by a wooden vieduct ond Hume system, the
remnants of which are still in evidence teday.

Through on ogreement with the Stote Depariment of
Fish ond Game, this club has token upon itself the work of
stocking the Truckee River between the Truckee mill ond
the Nevoda state line. At one fime as many os 100,000 fish
yearly were plonted in this stretch of woter. ‘

Sports > Summer » Fishing l
Carol Van Etten Collection
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hotchery sulfered numerous Hoods e
eipecially prior to the completion of Loke Tohoe's
dom in 1915, A fire swep! through the “Roinbow Lodge™
building In 1923, but it wos rebudlt In 1924, Today
building is preserved in much of its origingl stote for
use of members and their guests

The club continues 1o corry on its worthwhile
octivities, though todoy the opproximately 6000 §
plonted onnuvally ore supphied by the Mount Lossen
Compony neor Chester. The club now Imposes o
cotch-ond relecse policy on its members, olfowing only
holf of the legal limit 1o be token. A sign posted neor the
lodge odvised “Pinch the barb ond give the fish o chance.”

The Loke Forest Motchery, best known of the locol
fish-reoring sites, was bullt in 1920. Originolly it wos used
o8 0 mointenance bullding before the State Department of
Fish ond Gome 1ook It over, odopting it 10 the purpose of
roising fingerlings (three to four inch fish). Famed outhor
John Steinbeck worked ot the hatchery from 1926 10 1928,
I opercted until 1957, when policy held thet Tohoe hod an

§ﬂ
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the building, with o U.C. Davis research project
occupying the balance of the quarters.

During the lost holf-century, o controversy hos roged
regording the proper size and number of fish which should
be plonted. with locol individuols and groups voicing their
opinions on the subject. In 1939, o drive 10 restock the loke
with big fish began in eornest. The Loke Tohoe Sierro
Association specrheoded o petition compoign, which
osked the Siote Legisicture 1o spend opproximotely
$100.000 to plant lorge fish in Tohoe woters.

The perogrom outhined by the cisociotion wos motivated
chiefly by on interest in increcsing fouriam. I was

mended that no Nish under
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| In the 810 when improved ond expanded  lewer and fewer boots existed. In 1938,

f roods In the Loke Tohoe Bosin were

&M‘d Soclety

By Corol Von Etten
Courtesy of the North Loke Tahoe
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beginning 1o moke marine tronsporiotion
ocbiolete, o growing number of powerboot
owners were discovering the recreational
uses of their boats, The Tohoe Power-Boat
Club, (o predecessor of the Tahoe Yocht
Club,) wos founded in 1925, chielly for the
purpose of olwuw thelr coswol compe-
titions into regularly-scheduled annvel
roces. The inltiol roces, held ot the Tahoe
Tavern pler, become so populor thet o
second doy of rocing wos initioted of
Chombers” Lodge.

The throngs of morine racing enthusiosts
who crowded shoreline ond pler 10 walch
the annual roces were presented with o bill
of fost-poced fare, which typically included
seven or eight events.

The “stock” events (those limited 10
diplocement hulls pot exceeding o given
horsepower) Initially included 165 hp-ond-
under and 200 hp-ond-under roces, plus o
competition for boats built by Stephens
Brothars of Stockton (olso known o1 the
100 hp roce), which featured Corroll
skinner's “Florence M.” Guatav Knecht's
“Margus Il Gordon Locy's “Lody Con-
stonce,” ond Spencer Gront's "Blanche G
oy regulor, closely.-moiched competitons.

In oddition 1o these hotly-contested
events, there wos vswolly o hendicop roce,
o relay, ond o populor hodge-podge known
o1 “Bong ond-Go-Bock,” in which contes-
tants gunned thelr engines ot the liring of
the pistol ond were off ot their honor-
bound best until @ second shot signolied
the return 1o port - first boot bock taking
the prize. High-schoolers Ana ond Pierce
Milton, in their shoet-tuening “Skip 1"
ploced in this event severol years ruaning,
with Heowy J. Kolser Je.s “Jr. III" 1aking top
honon in the 1937 ond 1938 Tavern roces.

Speciol feature on the 1938 Tavern rocing
form wos 0 short-lived Long Distance roce,
testing the stamina of boot and driver
olike. An 18.mile course took the four
entronts from the Tovern pler to Chambers’
Lodge, returning them fo the starting point
by woy of Obexer’s, Stan Dollar, Jr., in his
“Boby Skipalong,” wos frst boot bock to
port, with on elopsed time of 20 minutes,
30 seconds, Dollor wos followed by Heary
). Kolser, Jr., in his “"Jr, 16" ond T.E.
Anderson in the "T.EA." A distont fourth
ploce went to Henry J. Koiser, Se.'s "Miss
Comfort.” which, reported the Tohoe
Tottler, got so hot that the outomatic fire
extinguisher went off, completely smother-
ing the motor for o few minutes.”

The 1936 cord included o speciol “Sister-
Ship” roce, in which two identical 200 hp
Gor Woods belonging 1o George A. Osen
('G.G.”) ond EL. Oliver ("Hoy There ")
proved the company’s consistency-of-

colf's “Tecolote,” Koisor, 5¢.'s "Loam-
me Go First,” Frank Fuller's “Woter
Wogon,” ond Rondolph Walkier, Sr.'s lates!
“Ronjoc.”

Foremost event on the rocing progrom
waos the Champilonship “Free-For-All” roce,
which hod no limitations horse
power or size of entries - the flield
consequently including o wide voriety of
croft. Stock rumobouts such s Hewry J.
Koiser's "Bess” and E.L. Oliver's "Hey
There HI” were ecrly contenders,

In the lote 1930°s, ropld odvonces in
marine engineering were evidenced by the
list of “Free-For.All" competitors, Wooden

modified hydroplone hulls os Kolser's
“Hornet 11" (0 450-hp Liberty-powered
hydeo), Ston Dollor Jr.'s "Mercury” (on
cluminum-hulled speedater powered by a
610-hp Curtis D-12 engine) end Lou Fogeol's
“So Long.” an 800-hp streak which had
been clocked ot 90 mph on the Loke,

hydeoplones begon 1o come info their own,
lecding 1o the initietion of the Mile High

competition wos expanded to include
Gold Cup roce, sponsored by Charles
Maopes of Reno hotel fome,

In oddition to the stondard rocing events,
these proceedings featured unlimited hy-
droplone competition, with on increasing
number of nationally. prominent entronts fo
supplement the locol Held. Local competi-
tors were J. Phillip Murphy ond his
“Beoothless,” Henry J. Koiser, Sr. ond his
string ol "Howoii Kai's,” Ston Doller’s
“Short Snorter,” Morlon Visel's "Hurricone
IV." (driven by Bill Steod), Harry Hush
Mogee's “Lucky Strike™ ond "Fosh,” Herb
Fleishocker, Jr.'s "Mabee Not 11" and Ston
Barbee’s “Saxon Jr.” vt il
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From mon's sorliest ventyres into e High Serre

by wogon 10 be delivered 10 the Nevada mining disiricns
ond Tohoe » lcheride outposis.
Homer Burton, whose Loke Fores! acreoge proved the
viehiliny ol locol, small.scole lorming geior 1o 1870,
wndoubledly kept @ lew pige. o they would have mode
wie of the surplus milk from Na doiry. A “weane:”
be rolsed 1o butcher weight in the course of ¢
ond foll p: —ere onk d by the cured park

Meivie Cornell, o I
purchored Bunon’s Loke Fores! ocrecge in the 1880,
remembars her grondiother's ond fother's vestuwres inte
which were conducted in the lowlonds of the

Rocky Ridge led down 10 he hog pens.

Malsie remembers har lather's tripa 1o the Tohoe Inn in
s Mode! T 10 pick up the gerboge saved for his pigs. And,
occording 1o one locel autharity, the cparation of the lan
vl inciuded of leeat some temporory core of pigs. Lilkon
Forr, whose lomily moved 10 Tohoe City in the 1920,
recolls @ sumber of pigs kept In pens Behind the lan,
whaee they did double servike on Corl Bechdel Jr's
sleeds,
n those rurel doys, belore unlonized meet jebbers
moking semi-weekly deliveries, it wos commeon lor loce!
wating estoblishments 10 roise thek own supply of meat for

i

By Corol Von Even
Courtesy of the Norh Loke Tehoe Mistericol Soclety

Ham #4
on the Hoo

the teble, Mott Green, propeiator of the Tehoe Tovern lor
many yeors, orronged loe the core of o amell hard of the
cloven hooved “diaposais” ot two locations on Tevern
propesty.

One site Is recellied by o number of Tohoe City residents
o having been downhill from the peasent Grenlibohken
entronce, between the Truckes River ond the cobim
tivaly 8 “Mats M (eoch one loter burned
by the Forent Service). A pile of rusting ond rofting refuse
remoing 10 this doy, abowt 100 yords uphill from the river.

Ancther site of Green's hog roising operations, accord-

‘o

-ogain L)
portlime property Is siill kacwn 1o some locols o8 Pig

o

ilond” (relerred 1o by others o “Green's lsland ).

wometime in the 1930,

The demaity of the humon population hes deiven this
cwily-tolled species from ity formeriy-enjoyed territory.
ond 1t veems that the only local survivee In this long line of
wwine is Pock Pent of the North Tohoe Fine Arts Council’s
menthly publicotion, “Artifocts.” But alos, Pent's origine
being comprised of ¥ percant inspirotion ond one percent
printer’s ink. he remains but @ lingering shodow of the
precing population which lormerly tiourished ot Tohoe,

44
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Lke It or nel, winter will soon be upon The plow ouslgned 10 clear the Nﬁvwoy'
s, At we woich the Ineviicble first flokes frem Dollor Hill 1o Kings Beoch needed o
dnlt down, speculation os 1o the Intensily new reor ond, while the mochine which
of the lmpending onslought Is everywhere potrolied the Tehoe Clity 1o Dollor WMl
In the wind Will It be o winter to sireich of the rood requited o new
remember? Some foresee o long, wel tronsmission, Though ehmo Rnes were
tiege, while others hold with lote saow ond down ond out, the locol *rood deparimenr™
no “real” (white) weather until Chelsames, manoged 1o contoct Aubwn by rodie
Whatever pattern the winter of 1983.84 phone, oironging for o double olrdrop of
ostumes, technological odvorces n the  the necessory ports 1o Tohoe City and Kings
go.:m of snow removol will guorontes o  Beoch,
ree of comfort not enjoyed by the  Somewhe! im otioms for
hecetion who broved oll secsons o genero-  the alrdrop Iml\::"rh': :.'ffwmn
ton ago. Al that time, wintering In the designed 1o support @ humon paylood (with
Tohoe Bosin represented o serious commit-  the Intent of slowing the descent of the
ment 10 self.rellonce—hordly the coswal, ports). Since soch pockoge welghed in the
come-ond-go lifestyle which generolly pre-  vicinlty of 800 pounds, the chutes did lHile
volls fodoy (except during the meonest of 1o breck their folls, As o result, the hirst
Vioems), packoge hit the Tohoe Clty Goll Cowrse
W the theows of honh weother, occess ke 0 bullet ond prompily duoppeored,
ond meons of trovel toke on on Importance  requiring much digging, construction of o
only cosvally etteemed In wummer, Thase wooden platform, ond use of come-olongs
who bemoen rood closures which detaln 1o extricate It from i1s depressicn.
them o1 Itfle o0 o few hours would  On recovery of the pockoge, It wes
certolnly have fell inconvenienced by the  discovered thot the tromsmission destined
conditions which prevalled durlng the lor Tohoe City hod Instecd been dropped
winler months of 1931.52, Six weeks of neolly theough the rool of o two-slory
olmost continuous snow mode prisoners of houte in Kings Beoch, settling snugly in the
bosin residents, reducing trovel 10 the mud of the bosement, A sod of gome
, progress one could moke on shis. rewlited from this error, whereby porhy
A hondful of resident coretohers mode from the Tahos City pockoge were looded
vp the winter census o the north ond west I @ boot ond rowed 10 Kings Beach, there
. shores at that time, with on equolly sporse 10 be exchanged for pleces of the Kings
| population “in town.” Eoch estote hod Its  Beoch paylood, This process wos repeated °
\ own boot, which provided tromsportation to  uniil oll the ports were properly situated
town In oll but the rowghest weather, This  ond the plows could once ogain be put i
marine occess wos supplemented by Con.  running order,
2 stoble Morry Johonson ond his teom of Saow removal on kocol £ tinved ot
dogs. Perlodic runs were mode 1o distont veody poce well Inte . Progress
«  hobitations, delivering lood, medicine 0nd o4 held 1o about ane city block per day by
olher assentiol supplies, o8 well os corrylng frequent encountegwith immense rees
A
. emergency medicol coses to Truckee 10 4 boilders which hod been swept down

mee! the troin g onto the rood by moving snow.
i L__neareit hospltal)f When :o slx;;‘o!:‘. —The whol sooms @ bit comole with
' river rood \ roln_still predominating~over— the = thity

Horry ond his sled become 1 nk lled h
enETER Coton, Narch we e Chane’ B¢
wos nol o bor when Tohoe City Golf Course—otiey| 1g Jhe low
v e we sme smamare e Ol the rolory.plows (whidh-om thol Hime S T taaat, T rear: s Hadh Id o !
comprined Plocer County’s ;n;ln Ilm':l our side , . though sometimes nol even
snow-removel squipment) become the .\, 0 o 1s encwgh 10 Insur feet.
victims of sedous mechonical problems, e e

)
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Slerra winters are the sivii of .
beavtitul, but eminous In Iheir potential for
veverity. Yo, the molicious cutpourings of
Mother Noture are occoslonolly less than
pecioculor,

Owring the winter of 194847, 16.yeor
lows hit Donner Summit's snowloll ond
wnowdepth measurements attesting to the
wvwvolly mild weother of thot seoson,
Meoger precipitalion in the Tohoe Bosin
that yeor not only disoppointed local
shi-sport enthusionts, but guaronteed thot
the following yeor would be o lean one for
forest creotures,

Lock of life-giving woter meant thot little
food wos ovoiloble, ond some onimals
storved to death, while others - in
desperotion - ventured much closer 1o
chvilization thon they would have dared n o
more bountiful year. Precipitotion the
lollowing winter wos only averoge, ond
short rations persisted, driving onimols
down from the high couniry in search of
food. .

In Yosemite, the uswolly docile beor
population begon 1o crecte hovoc in the
pork. Stote Fish and Gome officiols, ofter
considering various means of decling with
the menoce, finolly settled upon o plon 1o

| copture ond remove the worst offenders to
| on ores not populated by humens, That fall,

the “renegode” bruins were rounded up,
looded onto cottle trucks ond deiven north
into the Loke Tahoe Basin, with the castern
edge of the Desclotion Volley Wilderness
Area planned os their new home.

However, winter snows come 100 eorly to
insure the success of the plon, blocking the
(southwest of Homewood) to vehicle troffic
somewhat short of the burly corgo's
onticipated destinotion.  wos not long
belore yeor-round west shoce residents
begon 1o discover that their proximity 1o
the octual “relecse point” wos potentiolly
hazordous 1o their heolth.

M seemed that the beors, their foces
boldly doshed with yellow point (opplied o3
o form of Kenticotion rother than on
ossessment of charocter), hod found the
pickings in the bockwoods slim indeed, and
the olluring oroma of local dumps, espciclly
those mointoined by neorby Chombers
Lodge and Tohoe Tavern, begon 1o drow
them towerd civilization ond inevitoble
encounters with humans. Restouronts, mor-
kets and private homes olso become the
torgets of the fomished bruins’ quest for
susfenonce.

Posters odvertising o $500 fine for
shooting one of the beasts hod been widely

cheevioted by the Deporiment of Fish ond
Gome, though most wes! shore residents
wate reody 1o risk the verdict of a jury of
hele peers rather thon die af the hands of o
yellow-foced beor. Some went obout the
delense of their lives ond property with o
frenzied passion,

One local resident who gave serlows
offention 1o the matter of self-delense was
Herb . then coretoker of the Ehvman
eslote of Pine Point, The diminutive
Haley wos o friend ond frequent host 1o
Tohoe City Comtoble Horry Johanson, ond
ilwlwwwohlbgodvhow
news” bears thot Johonson mode o trip
down the wes! shore. s1opping of the estote
10 poy Holey o friendly visit,

When he folled 10 lind the coretoker in
the moin house, Harry begon o systematic
tour of the outbulldings. Pousing before the
door of one, he pulled it slightly ofor in
preporation 10 coll out o greeting. But,
belore the Constoble could utter 0 word the
point-blank dischorge of both borrels of o
sholgun rigged 1o eradicate ursine prowl.
o sen! him on his woy with quite o
diferent cry on his lips. Though Horry
declined to press chorges, the Incident
definitely put @ stroin on the relationship,
o3 well o3 forever curing Harry of entering
o premises without knocking,

The only slightly less frightening experi-
ence of coming foce 1o foce with “Old Brin”
(or one of his near-relations) become
commonploce in the months following the
orrivol of the fourlegged troublemokers,
By the summer of 1949, the local beor
population was little . diminshed. The Slerre
Sun continued 1o report frequent sightings
of beons, including on incident involving
Miss Corolyn Bolton, doughter of the
then-proprietors of Waleswood Lodge (still
in operation in Tohoe Pork), “"Miss Bolton,”
sald the Sun, "heocrd o noise ot the bock
door of their home ond upon opening the
door fo investigate, come face 1o foce with
o stortled beor. Eoch ron In different
directions, one os Irightened as the other.”

Eventuolly, most of the tronsplonted
beors wended on erratic woy into their
extended ronge in Desolation Valley.
Recent sightings of the beosts ore infre
quen! compared with those of o generation
ogo. However, the locol population of these
shoggy brutes is by no meons extinct, ond
the encroochment of man into what wos
once Beuno's exclusive domain still occo-
sionally results in o hair-roising, heort-
stopping swprise for the individuol who
chances 1o meet one.

Animaly > Bears
Carol Van Etten Collection

NORTH TAHOE WEEK Through November 30, 1983




l o | Wotite)

& . ——e—

.CI’S > Tahoe City> Events > Christmas party
2 g Carol Van Etten Collection

Poge § NORTH TANOE WIIX Theough Decomber 14, 1953

Oer gaﬁoe%o[aye

By Carel Von Erten
Courtery of The North Leke Tohoo
Historical Soclety

For most of the yeor, the 250-yeor-old
pine tree which stroddles the highwoy
centecling In Tohoe City Is cursed o8 ©
theeat %0 troffic safety os often os It Is

proised lor ity stately grondewr. However,
for the lost 35 yeors, the orboreol

obeiruction to vehicle progress, saved from

ows It harordous ospect,

Eoch December since 1947, the spreoding
beanches of the Big Tree have been strung
with hundreds of colored lights, signoling
the orrival of the holiday weoson ond
marking the site of o Tohoe City trodition.
Kathleen Storratt, edior of the revived
Tohoe Tattler, organized o visit from Sonta
Clous thot yeor. This hos become an onnuol
event,

Sierra Pocific Power Co. ond the Tohoe
City Public Unility District provided the
initiol decorations and funding for the Big
Tree's Hluminotion, and the Tohoe City
Federoted Women's Club ond the Tohoe
City Rotory Club supplied gifts for oll the
children of the community.

Constoble Harry Johonson wos first to do
the honors o3 Sonta,- having been trons-
ported 10 town in the one-horse sleigh
belonging fo "Bud™ Jones, the old wrongler
who opercted the Squow Volley stobles
until his trogic death In a 1962 fire. Jones'
efforts 10 fend off the winter chill during his
open-air trip into town Included the
consumption of quantities of distilled
spirits, More fortificotion wos provided on
Jones' orrivol ot the Tohos Inn (now
Victoria Siation), where he wos greeted by
a crowd of well-wishers whose enthusiosm
neorly threatened to coll o holt to the
plonned procesdings on more thon one

occaslon.,

Sonta’s grond entronce wos troditionally
lounched lrom the lnn, ond proceeded up
the hill 1o Congers (now the Fomily Tree).
There, free donuts ond hot drinks, donated
by the restouront, and o bonfire In the
porking lot (now the site of the Big Tree
Center) generoted cheery wormth for the
k<ol youngsters while they wolted their
tumn to confide In Santa.

Some yeors kter, when Jones' vehkle
wos no longer avoiloble for Sonta’s hire,
Johanson put his own specicl brond of
tronsporiation Into service. His handmode

sied pulled by o four-dog team of huskies
ond malemutes revecied his identity 1o the
children, 1o whom he wos 0 well known
friend, but did nothing 1o dampen the
enthusiosm of the occosion.

Johanson eventuolly relinguished the
honor of playing Sonta 1o Rolph Bly, the
joviol, well-liked controctor who wos the
Constoble’s crimson-sited possenger for
severol yeors. The reign of Bly's successor,
newipopermon Dove Stollery, instituted
the use of the local firetruck os @ meons of
tronsportotion. More recently, Sonto hos
employed a flotbed truck belonging to Don
Sayder os his portable heodquarters.

The wecthermon hos not oblways been
cooperative, ond there hove been yeors
when o "block Christmos™ hos required
odoptions fo Sonta’s conveyorce. Johon-
son's sled hod 10 be fitted out with wheels
for severcl of Ms local visits, owing to lock
of snow. One yeor it roined 30 hord that the
celebrotion hod 10 be moved up the hill 1o
Tohoe Loke School. Rounding the corner on
its woy up Grove Street, Sonta’s sleigh
turned over, depositing the jolly gentlemon
ond his driver unceremoniously clong the,
roodside, Sonta’s ottire wos doubtless “olF
tomished with oshes ond soof”™ thot yedr.

In the eorly days, owing to the sporse
population of k<ol smollfry, the gifts covld
eoch be more expeniive ond the reciplents
included children oll the woy up 1o the
eighth grode. Even the younges! of children
were not lorgotten, as long-time resident
Mosie Cornell recclls, One yeor, she wos
expecting the imminent arrivol of the stork.
Attuned 10 her delicate condition, Sonto
hod even inchuded o gift for the yet-1o-be-
born baby.

What storted o3 o close-knit community,
pothering hod grodually become o mojor
undericking for the groups lnvolved in Its
stoging. The members of the Rotary Club
now siring the lights, with the TCPUD
picking up the tob for the tree’s IHumino-
tion, ond Sonta’s view from his platform
beneath the Big Tree Is 0 huge crowd of
holf-familior onlookers. Yet, the spirlt of
Christmos which first prompted the tree's
secsonal odomment ond Santa’s onnwal
visit 1o Tohoe City lives on in the smiles of
wonder and delight on the little foces of
those who partoke of the secson's special
mogic beneath ity spreoding bronches.
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Courtery of the North Loke Tehoe Historkel Soclety

The loat theee decodhs have wilnessed
weady growth of oll monner of “tuburbs”
oround Loke Tohoe's north ond wes! shore
“hub” communities, One local hobltetion of
wuaval color « long tince foded from the
shyline © wos Mom Hill, on ephemaeral
settlement ocross the Truckee Rivel from
Tohow City and olong the rood which once
connecied Gronlibokhen with Highwoy &
ot the site of Spitsen Lumber (now Tohoe
City Lumber Compeny).

Locoted wphill from the slite of o
summaer-only hobo comp, which flourished

olong the south bonk of the river In .

Depression doys, Moss Hill wos o com-
munity of squotters which begon to icke
shope near the beginaing of the second
World Wor, At ity zenith, there were five
humble coblns - none of which enjoyed the
relinements of elecirikity or running water.
These less dwallings were popu-
loted by o smoll, but diverse assoriment of
peniioners ond escopees from other lives
who hod squotter’s rights in the octuol - i
not the legal « sense,

Prior to the estoblishment of this “com-
munity,” o group of six men hod occupled o
coboose obondoned by the Loke Tohoe
Roilwoy ond Tronsporiation Compary neor
the present site of the Tohoe City firehouse.
Following their eviction from this site, some
ol the men moved on down the river to
settle along o spur frock designoted by the
rollrood os "Moss Hill." Here, their more-
or-less permonent occupation of whot wos
Forent Service property, without benefit of
documentary pefmission, was officiolly
ovarlooked during the period of their
residence, o

Life ot Moss Hill wos hordly one of
luxwry. Eoch of the thocks hod been built by
is occupont with materials scrounged from
construction jobs ond locol dumps, Rooling
was generolly of five-gallon cons, cut open
ond flattened, or of shakes skimened off
follen cedor trees, Newspopers were the
universal Insulation.

In spite of thelr dublous cloims to locol
residence, inhobitants of Moss Hill did not

feel the stigma of being regorded os -

oulcosts in the lorger community, but
rother were generolly occepted ond trust-
«d, often being colled upon o do construc-
tion or mointenonce work for local busi-
nesses. Chief omong their employers wos
Bill Bechdoly, former director of Tohoe Clty
Public Utility District, whose fother’s deal-
ing with their hobo predecessors Itwo
decodes belore hod tought him their volue
os workers ond friends.

Another frequent contoct of the Moss Hill
residents in the lorger community wos Bosil
Kehoe (television-opplionce store owner).
His morket wos ot one time the only
grocery operoting In town. He extended
the squatiers credit ond otherwise looked

+ ond visting Their

ofter their wol!or;..'ldl"‘o ::':.4 notes 01

com goings,
o togdurty o ..Wm' with “core
pockoges” il they stroyed inexplicobly from
thelr oppointed schedules.

" Kehow often colled upon the services of
Gus Bover, one Moss Hill resident, to

bobysit for his three sons, poyment being
$5 regordless of Kehoe's hour of return.

John Cunninghom, @ gravel-voiced long-
shoreman of some elegonce ond education,
wor the second orrivel, Cunninghom s
remembered o1 0 gentlemen of hobit who
would dress for 1own on the days when his
pentlon check wos expecied, moking the
Mponloo'hmhhhvwd\umd
replenish the supply of food, kerctene
(used for Bghting) ond (mos! importont)
spiriny.

Evidently, Cunninghom’s post Included
more variety than his longihore retirement
suggested, for Mozie Camell (reticed Tohoe
Loks School Kbeorion) tells the siory of
being stopped by o woman while shopping
one doy of Kehoe's Market ond osked if
she knew his nome. She sold that she knew
him os Cunninghom, wheteupon the wo-
mon soid thot she weos now sure the
recognized him o1 the some mon who hod
been o prominent bonker In Philodelphio,
but hod one doy quit his job ond
disoppeared from view, leaving o wile ond
fomily behind,

“Shorty,” o relotive lote comer to Moss
Hill, wos able 10 economize on construction
efforts when he built his shock. Being
barely five feet 10ll, he made his dwelling
just high enough 1o occommodate his own
stature, much 1o the discourogement of
visiors..

" Two other residents, “Whispering Peter™
ond “Blockie,” were not 5o familior 1o the
community. “Blockie™ was o loner, dying o
loner’s death on Christmos Eve in 1964
when his trudge home through the snow
‘was cut short by the elfects of exposure—
he was discovered along the roodside 100
lote to be revived.

Though the presence of the squatter’s
sotthement was tolerated during the life-
times of the original inhabitants, it become
the policy of the Forest Service that when o
resident of the settlement died, his cobin
would be burned down in on eHort 1o
discourage would-be immigronts. And so,
by the process of attrition, the community
finolly gove up the ghost about 1970, when
the lost of the squatters possed on to his
finol rewords in the "county hospitel In
Auburn. Remnonts of the former dwellings
are still in evidence, though the essence of
the squatier’s hamlet—the freedom 1o toke
up residence on public load without
interference—is gone forever,
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Ice Skating Days

Ditficult though It may be for some to
loves 10 ki, Some

j
|
!
H

With the demolition lost summer of
Squaw Volley's Blyth Arena, site of the
shating events of the 1960 Olympic Winter
Gomes, the North Loke Tohoe-Truckes
orea Is once ogoln without on ice rink, ond
those who would shate must, os bn long ogo
doys, orronge for thelr own focilities.

Filty yeors ago, this privation wos
overcome primarily by the enthuslostic
efforts of Andrew “Red™ Anderson. It wos
Anderson ond his wife, Ann Starrott

instigotors of skoting octivities locolly,
These two couples helped orgonize skating
parties which initlally took ploce In o frozen
logoon formed when Anderson ond Heary
bullt o jerty neor the outlet dom,

When this location proved 1o be 100 much
ot the maercy of the elements, the group
secured permission from the Dollor fomily
(for whom the Dollar Polnt subdivision wos
nomed) 10 moke recrectional use of their
private woter source, located on the
hillside obout o mile cbove their residence,
Dollor Reservoir (or “Dollor Dom,” as the
site is referred 1o by those who remember
its heydoy o1 a skoting rink) wos the cene
of mony outings in the kite 1920°s through
the lote 1930's, .

In low-woter yeors (those when meogre
precipitation coused the loke level to drop
neor or below Its natural rim of 6,223.1
feet, Loke Tohoe Dotum), skoting wos
possible along the Truckes River. One site
which wos much-used in the 1920 ond
eorly 1930°s wos the wide, flot orea fust
below Spitsen Lumber (now Tohoe City
Lumber Compony). Here, and lorther
downstreom In the shody pools obout

between Tohoe City ond Squaw
Volley, almost to Deer Park, wide expanses
of Ice cfforded odequate spoce for the
group’s octivities,

The first commercial rink In the orea
come Into belng about this time — port of
the winter spocts focilities offered by the

Tohoe Tavern, which opened lor winter
Business in the late 1920's, ond continued 1o
cperote during the winter Into the mid
1920, '

“Snowball Express”™ trolns ron on week.
endy ond holidays, beinglng throngs of
winter guests 10 the Tovern from ol over
Colifornio, The porking goroge, being thus
ciherwite unused, wos flooded with sev.
eral Inches of woter, tuming Its cement
floor Into an Indoor rink. Along the Tavern
shoreline, behind o sort of [etty which loy
between the pleature pler ond the rallrood
trestle pler, winter guests could enjoy the
sporkling scenery o3 they glided over o
second, outdoor rink,

On another plece of Tovern property —
the hillside behind the town of Tohoa City,
more locol skating history unlolded. What
longtime residents refer 10 o3 “Sucker
Creek” (o stream which crosses the
highwoy ot the Tohoe City Texoco Stotion
ond enters the loke between the Ligh-
house Center ond the Bootworks Mall) Is
fed by o litthe-known reservolr which wos
originglly formed for use o1 the Tohoe
Tovern's water source, Lokl youngsters
tkoted on this storoge pond, occaslonally
restricting s outlel even further with o
boord, which hod the eHect of ralsing the
woler level one holf 1o one Inch ovemight,
“revurfocing”™ the pond 10 o glossy smooth-
ness,

Our country’s entrance Into World War Il
effectively brought 1o o close the ero of
do-lt-yoursell locol skating. The boys who
marched off 10 wor retumed 1o find that the
orecs where they hod formerly skated
were now off-limits. The Tohoe orea wos
booming, and the attitude of the overoge
Americon wos chonging. Feor of lawsult in
the event of Injury wos beginning 1o couse
lond owners to avold any potentiol liobility
by posting thelr property.

In the ensuing yeors, several revivals of

River when the loke fell below its naturel
rim. Standing water in the riverbed froze
wlid, ollowing for the use

equipment, which mode quikk work of
swroping the snow off the surfoce. This

during the 1956.57 secion. The some
kocotlon ogaln become on cutdoor ke rink
in the “drought™ yeor of 197677,

Though 1t Is not on the horizon, on
exceptionclly dry year sometime In the
future will once ogoin produce the condi.
tions necessary for shoting on the river.

- ———



-

vhiars during the lote 1940y ond the 19508 were quite
MMMMM:;:’& Compensatng
e visitor for lock of voriety wos o sense of freedom and
mobility which today s tratfic and kit lines tend 1o destroy.

1960, hod begun cperations o3 o ski oreo over o decode
eoriser under the monogement of Alex Cushing. Cushing's
Initiol commaertial shi venture wos o rope tow. powered by
a four-cylinder Winconsin engine which drove the coble by
mecns of two three grooved pulleys.

The bonner yeor of 1949 sew the oddition of the orea’s
first choirklt - Ohair #1. Bob Heron, o Denver engineer with
expecience in Lt comtnction, was responsible for the
insroliation of thia Lit, which, ot the time. was noted os
being the world's lorgest. The first poying possengers 1o
mhtl'!ddnonwx. 1949, with oppropricte
hooplo ogd fanfere artending the grond opening.

Volley, however, wos not the finst locol ski oreo.
Duting the winters of the late 1520 ond eorly 1930, the

-~

Skiing
Adventures

g
i1
is
i

Early Local

He
bowl a3 @ perfect spot for the development
fomily-oclented 1ki arec. Fir trees. clecred from
hillside in preporation for its use o1 o shi slope, were
1o build three log structures. One building served
worming hut ond the others provided housing for
ond his fomily, ond quarten for overnight guests. d

Rusiod nomed the “new” shi orec “Gronkibokhen
(Norwegion for "o hillside sheltered by fire trees’). ond
olfered two rope tows. ond o huge fireploce and smock bor
in the ski hut. Access 10 the area wes initially by “Weasel.
o vehicle originolly designed os o Pocilic Thectre landing
croft. Wish flototion devices removed, the “Weasel”

k

Breuner (of furniture fome), whose fomiy owned o
portoble rope tow which sow o greot decl of use in those
years. The tow wos ploced of the north end of the present
Homewood Shi Area. It employed o toboggan-mounted
8/iggs ond Strotton engine which would be drogged up the
NI with snow anchors, the conveyance doing its work
from cbeve.

Anycne who might hoppen clong with o poir of skis was
cheerdully offered the use of the i1, During the war yeors
the number of users wos not large, but it was nevertheless
o gesture of long-gone (pre-litigation) community spint
when Don Hull, then-owner of the slope [port of hes
Homewood Resort) doncted free use of the property for
recreationol putposes, ollowing the Breuners 1o put thew
“1oy” ot the disposal of the generol public.

The merry hours this postine offorded were mony
during the winter holidoy weeks ond weekends from
obout 1942 10 1947, ond surprisingly did not generche oy
life-threctening injuries. though Bel Breuner odmits 1o o
broken leg sustcined on the hill on New Yeor's Doy, 19Q.
Modern interpretotions of liobikty hove brought on end Yo
such corefree pursuits.

The typicol Sierro ski holidey has undergone yweeping
chonge in the lost 35 years. Though the element of
odventure is naw chorocterized by cttempts o moke the
maximum use of vocotion fime for the lecst cash cutiay.
the princpal ingredients of o delighthd shi vocation —

snow ond sun - ore 03 avollcble o3 ever.
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; A New Slant on Incline

As communitios moy be soid 1o reflect o sont of
Personclay, incline Villoge offers itself 1o the world oy o
lo picture of affiuence of leisure. At the loot of Slide

whete the property volues ore o1 Meep o the
WWrounding geogrophy, it sesms hardly possible thet 100
Yers 090 the kol population wos olmost universolly
Comprised ol blyecollor workers employed In voriows
(opocities by the timber industry (on which the very
*xiatence of the community ot thot time depended).

1t wos oll of 100 yeors 0go lost week « Jonwary 12, 1884 .
hot the burgeoning community of Incline finally con.
videred inelf 1o hove come of oge. On that date, this
Ctonter of lumbering operotons on Loke Tohoe's north
shore wos sstoblished o1 both on election precinet ond
fourth-clos post ollice.

The town's growth lollowed the some pattern os other
local fledgling hobitations which owed their exitience 1o
the rich mines of the Comstoch ond their insatioble
for timber, In the summer of 1878, Wolter Scort

s Swerro Nevodo Wood ond Lumber
Company, purchosed ond lecsed timber sections
{eventuolly totoling 10,000 ocres) in the Incline ores oy
well o olong Tohoe's south shore ond o1 for west from
ncline or Pine Grove Stotion (Tohoe Vista),

Hobart oppointed os his general monoger Coploin John
Beor Overton, who of the time wos superintendent of the
Vieginio City ond Gold Hill Water Company. Overton (o
man of proven mechanicol obility) set to work comtructing
o mill, locoted neor the present site of the Ponderosa
Ronch, obout 0 mile sast of Incline Villoge proper, Two
yeors loter, o shortline roilwey hod been completed,
“connecting the mill with Sond Harbor, the stoging orea lor
incoming log booms,

Logs were cut of many locotions oround the loke ond
skidded or corted 1o the loke shore, There they were
choined together, lorming huge wedge-shoped rafts or
“V-booms.” These llooting lumber yords were then towed
1o Sond Horbor, chielly by Hobort's steomer Nicgora, on
83-foot former possenger vessel (lounched n 1875 undes

§

the coplaincy of D W, Avery) oppropriated lor uae s 0 vy
when she proved 100 phlegmatic for her Initiol commis-
on,

Once the logs recched Sond Horbor, they were pulled
out of the woter ond up wooden romps by 1eoms of osen.
An ovensized timber iripod lockioted thewr being looded
onto roikcors bound foc the Mill Creek mill or stoched lor
temporory storoge.

In spite of this greot show of Industry, however, the
tinber operation covld never hove proved o finonciol
sccons without the oddition of one crucial element,
supplied by the experine ol Coptoin Overton. Timber
obounded in the Tohoe Bosin. Lorge trocts of lond were
ovolloble lor $4 on ocre or less. The only detriment 1o
copholizing on o lortune wos the expente of romporting
the product 1o the consumaer over o ronge of moumoing
lying between the loke ond the Comstock Lode. 5o It wos
thot the mos! noteworthy among Overton's construction
projects come into being: the Greot Incline of the Sierro
Nevodo, repretenting o unique solution 1o this seemingly
insurmounioble cbstocle,

Basing his design on his fomillarity with other
cable-driven systems employing the principle of o
counterweight, Overton engineered ond supervised the
construction of o 4,000-foot tromway (with on 1,800-foot
verticol rise) up the side of the mountoln which loy eost of
the mill, This continuous coble roilwoy wos founded on
timbers (10 Inches by 20 Inches in size) bolted 10 solid rock,
with two sets of tracks lecding stroight up the foll line so
the summit, There the coble tumed cround one of the
trombine’s two bullwheels (eoch 12 lee! In diometer), the
huge pulley onchored in concrete, In its climb up the
olmost &7 percent grode, the 40 horsepower steom
engine, which roised the cors, was cuslsted 1o some
degres by the weight of the empty cors descending on the

trock, Eoch lood of cord wood (or the equivolent
omount of lumbaer) took 20 minutes to moke its oscent. The
corrying copocity of the systemn wos 200 cords per doy.
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At the top of the Incline, lumber ond cord wood were
dischorged directly into 0 Veshoped flume which corried
them down the other side, possing through o 4.000-foot
tunnel earcute o Lokeview Staticn, Mere, they were
looded onto cors of the Virginia and Truckee Rollrood ond
freighted 1o Virginia Oity.

When the fortunes of the Comstock began 10 ploy out in
the sarly 18508, Tohoe's lumber industry loded with them.
There wos little stonding timber left In the Bosin. During
the summer of 1896, Hobart concluded N operations ot
Incline, relocoting In the heovilywooded bockcountry
north of Truckee—the new settlement soon becoming
known o8 Hobart Mills,

In the Interim, the cleorcut Nllsides left behind by the

1he
the locotion wos reviored. Blessed
comidered quite mild In
communition 10 the west, “the Vi " hos somed the
watilaction of 1 residents ond the envy of Its wamory
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Tahoe’s Peace-keeping Forces

In these daoys of speciolization, It Is 1he rore individuel
oxpertise i morked by ony greot diversity,
However, such wos nol the cove in the early days of thiy
region, when its rugged ond unlorgiving noture wos o
perpetucl source of siruggle to Is residents, forcing them
1o excel by the very o<t of wevival. Regording the
maintenonce of lew and order, locol conditions were
porticulory demonding, ond ye! there were those who rose
1o meet the chollenge.

The orea’s lirst constoble, Robert Montgomery Watson,
epitomized the quolities of chorocter desiroble In such o
cruciol frontier office. A resident of Tohce from 1875 10
1897, Watson obsented Mimself briefly 10 semple life in the
Yukon gold Flelds, retuming 10 settle permanently In
Tohoe City just prior 1o 1900,

By 1904, North Shore residents hod begun 1o consider
Truckee 100 daatont 1o suflice o3 the neares! outpost of the
low. The liest of several Tohoe City joils wes comiructed -
on unodorned cement box with small oir vents lor
“windows™ which, with screens removed, clio provided
convenient orifices through which occomplices might pass
bottles of wine to prisoners daposed to drinking awey
their conlinement.

Notes mode by Judge Vernon, Tahoe City's original
historkon, give 1904 o3 the yeor Watson become the fown's
first constable, o position he held untd his deoth ot oge 77,
By incredible coincidence, it wos on the very doy of
Watson's buriol In 1932 thot the meon, destined 1o toke up
where the “Old Ploneer” hod left off, arrived in town,

Immediately following Wotson's decth, Corl Bechdolt,
S¢., owner of the Tohoe Inn [now Victorio Station) hod
been named octing constoble to serve until such time 03 0
new mon could be duly elected. Henry Wehrmon wos the
choice of the voters, but being uncble 10 roise the bond
requited, Wehrmen found I necessary 1o decline the
office. And 30 It wos In 1935, three yeors ofter Walson's
death, that Horry Edword Johanson, o much-trovelled
young Swede with experience in the Royol Conodien
Mounted Police, ossumed the olfice of Tohoe City
constcble, o job he wos 10 hold for the next 32 yeors,

The novelty of Johanson's version of low enforcement
wos soon legend. Exponding on o personal inferest in dogs
and dog sledding. Horry put his skilled 1eams of huskies
{ond later malemutes) 1o grec! odvontoge during the
winter months, when much of his "beat™ tock him beyond
the reoch of plowed roods. In those ecrly doys, the
delivery of mail, lood ond supplies 1o persons Iscloted by
snow wos o much-oppreciated effort,

Ptior 10 the ero of the "modern™ smowplow, Horry's dog
tecen wos occosionally the only means of tromsporting the
community’s sick ond Injured to Truckee, The River Rood
wos often closed for doys ot o time following severe
storms, Prisoners oppeehended for from fown were olso
possengers in the sled, with oll nine dogs ready 1o defend
theit moster's point of view, should need orise.

A dromotic increcse In locol populotion following Work'
Wor Il scon hod the predictoble effect of increcting th
crime rate, In the late 1940s ond early 1950, much we

Constoble Horry Johanson and two of his sled dogs, Yukon,
left, ond Sitke, (Photo courtesy of Tohoe City Librory)

mode of the Impossibly lorge territory for which Hoery wos
responsible ond the lock of physical ond financiol
assistance provided him by the county. In spite of o Grond
Jury investigation, no immediote oction wos foken fo
ollevicte the personnel shortoge.

The much-postponed completion of the town's new jeil
come in August, 1946, great simplifying the constoble’s
duties, A proposed hoosegow hod first been designed by
Horry (on architecturol draftsman by formal training) in
November, 1938, but delays (blomed on 6 wartime scorcity
of moteriols) hod kept the constoble shuttling bock ond
forth to Truckee ond Auburn foils for elmost eight yeors.
The creation of two separate judiclal districts further
relieved Johansca by bringing the oreo from Dollor Hill
north 1o steteline under the jurisdiction of Kings Beoch
Constoble Dick Lavery, More “progress™ wos mode with
the completion of yet cnother new ol in Tohoe City in
1962, which operated os a subsiation of the Plocer County
Sheriff’s Department.

These ond other developments hod the efect of
reducing the worklood of the lkxol constable to the
dispensation of locol civil matters, Herole missions into the
hanterlonds In pursuit of treacherous felons or disorlented
domsels hod become the stull of yesteryeor by the time
Harry retired in 1967. As o result, meither Johanson's
immediote successor, Adom Sobat, nor Mickey Doniels,
our current constoble, have ochieved onything like the
color of their predecessor’s odministration,

-
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VISITING
DAVY JONES' LOCKER

(‘l‘aho_efs Unknown Depths)

Our recent winds out of the ecst, which in high water
con be the ruin of north and west shore piers and beoches,
call to'mind the considerable violence of which 1his loke is
copable. Those who have witnessed firsthand the wrath of
neor-oceonsized waves brecking over the bows of Iheir
suddenly insignificant crolt, will oftest to the healthy
respect which this mognificent bedy of woter must be
occorded.

Thanks 1o the estoblishment of o Coost Guord station ot
Loke Forest the likelihood of fotol morine iIncidents hes
been greatly reduced, but woe be he who ventures
cosually forth on the loke withcut regard to the proven
Torces of its dual sierron nature, Tohoe's treachery is In its
obility 1o suddenly chonge mood, bursting upon the ‘sailor
olmost unowores - o foct 10 which the deaths of mony whd
misjudged it attest,

'ﬂ»mﬂxﬁm:dtholo'o&nniﬂm'\dlwd'

Ernie”™ Pomin document the loke's potenticl ferocity.
“Ernie”™ wos omong the first white children boen in the
Tohoe Basin, He wos one of o fomily of soilors from which
come the coptains of many of the loke's early steamers,
“Ernie” himself wos o firemon, ond loter octing coplein, on
the stecmer Tohoe. He occosionelly experienced siorm
woves of leorsome proportions. .
"A! times.” Ernie recolled, “the 169400t steomer Tahoo
drove into heavy secs thot battered her pilot house, some
25 feet obove the woter, and forced the ship 1o tum ond
run lor her home port.” In view of this remark, it is not
ddficult to understond how the loke could cloim es many
o3 10 victins in 0 single yeor ond perhops several hundred
in the century ond o quorter which comprise its recor
marine history, .

Stotistics for drownings ond suspocied drownings in |

Leke Tohoe ore not maintoined, per se, by ony single
entity. The Coort Guard makes note of only those incidents
1o which they respond, ond though the sherilly’
deporiments for wach of the live counties surrounding the
loke heep records of booting fotolities, these numbers do
not reflect “disoppecronces” In which mo ‘body wos
recovered, nor do they uolote Tchoe drownings from
those In the counties’ other bodies of woter,

And even were the communications ol these severcl
compulers mode public, the precise number of souls who

have token up local residence with Davy Jones con never
be known, owing 1o o phenomenon associoted with the
loke’s chilly olpine waters. The brisk temperatures found
of the lower depths of such lokes os Tohoe prevent the
usual decomposition of submerged bodies, gases from
which ordinarily buoy victims to the surfoce oiter seversl
days

wormer) shoreline arec of the Icke con often be seen ond
recovered, even these moy remoin submerged for
inordinotely long periods without deteriorating, Such wes
the cose with o sailor on leove ot Tohoe during the late
19403 who wos reported missing, only to be found severcl
weeks loter (seoted on the bottom in 30 feet of woter)
when the flopping collor of his unilorm oftrocted the
cltention of o fishermen toplining off the shore of the
. Keiser Estote (now Fleur du Lec). y

If the loke were 1o be somehow droined dry, the
ghoulish londscope revecled would be populated by
perhops severol hundred “brove heorts™, preserved
virtwolly os they “londed™ on the bottom (Or perhops
the “Big Mocs™ - reputedly connibols - find our species
palotoble and have left caly the bones?)

This known physicel tendency of the loke 1o retoin its
corpies certoinly recommends It os “the™ drink in which to
disoppecr. There Is evidence to suggest, in foct, that this
“ossel” hos been put 1o more thon one illicit purpose; in
ond'case by so-colled “victims” of the loke who in foct have
dong their slipping beneath the waves by proxy, ond ore =
quite 1o the contrary - woiting out their seven yeors In
some serene Bajo bockwaoter,

Not 10 lortunate ore those In whose beholl the
underworld hos allegediy esteblished o bi-state boneyord
on the loke bottom, thereby saving themsetves the trouble
of digging Innumerable holes.

A drowning. or perhaps two, comtituted the loke's
onnuel tolly up until 1he population boom which followed
World Wor 1. More recently, the number hos averoged
obout holl o dozen per year. While many focton contribute
10 the trogedies behind such satistics, unquestionobly the
greatest single couse of drowning is poor judgment, Those
who underestimote the wrath of Tohos put themselves o
greot titk. Don't be one! The loke level Is high enough
olreody.
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Tahoe's Only Hot Springs

Many ore the notuwal wonders of Tohoe, but perhaps
none 0 procticol o3 the hot springs which bubble forth
lrom o growp of rocks located olong the shoreline between
Brockway ond Sioteline Polal. In this oge of hot tubs ond
spos, It seems surprining thot the first use of the property
dd not involve developmaent of the springs. However, it
wos rather the cutting of o stond of wild timathy hay which
occupled the attention of the orea’s lirsl white inhobitanty
n 1862,

Bill Compbell, who loter opened Compbells Custom
House on the whorl ot Tohoe City, was first 1o moke
commarciol use o the noturol thermol springs. In 1849,
Compbell entered Into o porinership with George
Schoeller of Truckes for the purpose of consinkting o rood
between the mill 1own ond the hol 1prings, completing the
peoject In o month, By late August of the some yeor,
Compbell's 3.0cre “reson,” comprised of severol cottoges
ond o 20-loot squore both house enclosing the springs,
wos open lor business.

The summer of 1870 sow Compbell ond his new portiner,
Henry Burke, odding o hotel of the scltbox design 1o the
list ol improvements, os well o3 Iwo more colloges.
Having enjoyed modercte success in the severol yeors
following, the poir leased their hostelry ond hot springs to
C.A. Richordson in 1874, Compbell ond Burke concentroted
on the operation of o stoge line 1o Tohoe City vio the newly
completed wogon rood over Dollor HilL

The following seoson, the hotel lecse went 1o Reverend
R.A. Ricker, who olfered o daily sermon for those who felt
ony misgivings about their retreat being other than strictly
spirituol, The North Shore wos ocquiring o reputation os
the province of the plovs. Burton's lslond Form in Loke
Forest ond Dr, Bourne's Hygenk Sonotorio in Cornelion
Bay were other destinafions in grec! vogue omong
clerics-on-holiday. ’ -

The developmaent of o local sociol colendor was given o

boos! during the summaer seoson of 1877, when o weekly’

evening cruise of the steamer Niogoro stopped o the hot
springs 1o toke on possengers for on over-the-loke whird

ond twiel of doncing ond merrinent,

By 1699, (occordng 10 € B. Sott, ovthor of The Sege of
Loke Tehoe) the improvements were “lalling into o stote of
diurepow.” To the rescue, 0 the century turned, come
Fronk 8, Alverson ond his wile, Nellie, who purchosed the
resort lor $3,500 ond begon working to put it o righs,
Fronk Alversons middle lnnial vicod lor Brockwoy, the
nome which hos served the locole for over 80 years,

The Alverson’s noteworthy efforts 10 keep the hot
springs ofloat were shortlived. The comstruction of o
norow-govge roilkood between Truckee ond Tohoe City in
1900 ceriainly hod its effect on the trolfic over the Mortis
Volley Rood connecting Truckes with the hot springs. The
new roil line’s enclosed cor delivered possengers dvectly
onto the wharf of the new ond mogndicent Tohoe Tovern,
wheve the sleomer awcited boording 10 ol polns,

Thus it wos thot in spite of the Alverson’s hard work,
Brockwoy Hot Springs went up 1o public ouction in 1909
ond wos purchosed on the seps of the Plocer County
Courthouse in Auburn by the porinership of Lowrence ond
Comutock, owners of the grond Tolloc resont.

Horry O, Comstock, son ond nephew of the original
poriners, soon become the primory force in the
development of Brockway. Initiol development in 1917
included o dning room and overwoter cosino, lollowed in
1920 by formation of the Brockway GoM Club ond
constiruction of the Woodvisto Golf Course ot the junction
of Highwoys 28 ond 267 in Kings Beoch. Comstock and his
poriner, Robert P. Shermon, lormed the Brochwoy-Tohoe
Club, subdividing o portion of the holdings ond odvertising
lots for sole.

Comstock bought out Shermon in the lote 1920s, ond
from that time wntil his death in 1954, “Horry O (08 he wos
widely known) guided the destiny of “Brockwoy Hotel ond
Hol Speings”™ with on cble hond. His doughter, Glodys
Comstock Bennett, ond her husband, Moillord “Pete”™
Bennett, corried on the troditon of line service in
noturally-blessed surroundings estoblished by Comstock,

continuing operation of the resort until 1970, Following Iu_!

- - e
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sole. the buildings of the resort were razed 1o make woy
for condominiums developed under the nome of Brockwoy
Springs Resort, z

Of the several springs that were once used commer-
ciolly, only one is presently in’ operotion.” Due to the
1pring’s own notural inconsistencies of temperoture (it
overcges 112 degrees) maintenance within o comlortoble
ronge is occomplished only with great ditficulty,

The oppecl of the site on Tohos's sunny North Shore.

remains os ever, though ity medicinol etfects ore now
olmost solely solor,
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Snow And More Snow

Locol folks of comporotively recent sonding like fo
reminisce obout how they survived the perilous winters of
1981.82 ond 198283, o double-whammy of metecrologicol
misfortunes with few recorded precedents. It is o for more
select group of residents who are cble to recall the prior
visitotion of the “Big Snows,” which occurred 20 ywors
eorlier In the winter of 1951.52. 3

In that secson, o scarcely imoginable &5 feet of snow fell
on Donner Summit, with the snow pack recching o depth of
26 feet, Thirty.seven leet fell In Truckee. It s difficult to
comprehend just what these stotistiks ectually meont in
terms of life o8 it wos lived in the Sierros thot segson.
Deprivation tock meny lorms, some of which not even
old-timers could hove predicted. Though none tould hove
known it ot the time, o storm which hit o few doys belore
Thonksgiving, leaving about three feet of snow, portended
the monumentcl winter 1o come,

Further loul weather held off -until Cheisimos week,
when it begon 10 1now hard, On Dec. 26, 1951, power in
the Tohoe Bosin wos lost due 10 o slide which wiped out
high voltoge towers o3 It swept down the mountoin,
Though skies cleared on New Yeor's Eve, Highwoys 40
(now Intersiote B0) ond 50 remoined closed, ond the
respite wos short-lived. .

On Jon. 10, o weather disturbonce (loter billed a3 “the
worst Sierro storm in 60 years™) began. Suddenly mobility
could be gouged by the distonce one could trovel on skis,
Tralfic In ond out of the Basin cecsed, ond on Donner
Summit, the Southern Pacific train, “City of Son Froncisco,”
wos stuck fost in the grip of conlectionery drifts,

That winter, snow removal equipment owned by Plocer
County consisted of two rolory plows, one of which
mointained Highwoy 28 from north Stateline 1o Dollor Hill,
while the other kept the rood cleor from Dollar Hill south
to Bliss Sote Pork In Rublcon Bay., With equipment
breokdowns (helped by nearly round-the-clock operation)
odding 1o the obstocles creoted by Mother Noture, the
snow removol tork proved Impossible, cad conventionol
occers between Tohoo's Colifornio shore ond the outside
world remained sporodic of best for the bolance of the
wlﬂ'."

A preat number of yeariround residents were core-
tokers, living In blonketed isolotion during the winter

months, As storms closed highways 1o vehiculor traffic for

undetermined periods, contoct with “town” consisted

primarily of visitotions by Tohoe Gty Constcble Harry
Johonson ond his dog 1eam, Comsequently, most core-
1okers maintoined rowboots equipped with smoll outboord
motors in reodiness on the beoach - oltematives in more
wrgent clrcumstonces.

While mos! residents hod the foresight - born of powt
experience » 10 provision themselves for confinement of
severol weeks durction, few were odequotely prepored
for the 50-plus days during which storms roged olmost
comtontly, Another short respite In lote Jonuvory wos
followed by heavy snow beginning Februory 1, which
ogoin knocked out power and limited foodstulls to what
could be found in the karder,

A week of spring-hke'weather followed, cllowing some
"digging out™ ond restocking of depleted stores of stoples,
But Feb. 15 brought another storm, ond little wos seen of
the sun between its deporture ond the arrivol of the next
weather system, The lirst three weeks of Morch sow
snowloll stotistics for the seoson olmost double, cousing
the vse of second-slory windows os temporary front doors,
What wos ordinarily o few minutes’ stroll become o lobor
of o full doy in 10 feet of powder snow.

An oirdrop of 10 crates of essentiol foodstulfs wos
orronged by Constoble Johonson. Tahoe City Golf Course
wos the site of the drop, from which Johonson ond Fronk
Slater of Tahoe Pork distributed the goods by dog sled ond
boot to those in need.

By the middle of April, the much-welcomed sun hod
reduced the snow level on the flot in Tohoe City to o mere
100 inches (just over eight leet). Things were improving.
By herculeon effort, the state’s highwoy crews were oble
fo meet the troditional Memoriol Doy opening of the
Emercld Bay rood, cutting through snowbanks os high os
16 fee! ot some points along the route.

Melting snow revecled new horrors wrought by the
winter. Rools of homes ond businesses, grooned end sonk
vnder the fremendous weight of the snow: property
damoge wos consideroble. The body of on employee of the
Squow Volley Lond ond Livestock Compony, reported
missing following on ovolanche neor Tower 20 on Dec. 29,
wot not recovered until late June, so deop were the drilts
in the volley.

Though some would contend that 1951-52 wos o winter
best forgotien, thore who lived through it ore not likely 1o
ever lose the memory of In,

———————
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With winter's white montle droped in deep folds ocron
the Sierra Nevoda, it is chilkng 1o recoll thot this month
morks the 140th onniversary of white man's firs)
documented sighting of Loke Tahoe. A porty heoded by
Coptain John C Fremont ond guided by Chassopher “Kit™
Carson first come upon the apparition-like beouty of 1he
loke on Valentine's Day, 1844,

However, the vison ol "Mounton Loke™ (o8 Fremont
chose 1o coll it) seems scorcely odequate recompense lor
hordships endured by the porty as they trudged mile ofter
weory mile through the deepening dnilts. The trip wos oll
the more exhousting due 10 tedious progress enlorced by
the company’s 12.pound brass connon (the weight here
referring 1o the size of the ball fired). In Fremont's mind,
possession ol the impeessive ald piece wos o show of
strength kkely 1o go unchollenged, ond indeed the
expedition met with no humon opposition.

But odvense conditions and the porty’s woning strength,
os # plunged bock ond forth ocross the divide in
waist-deep snow, finally imposed the necessity of
cbandoning the 350-pound howitrer. the party’s exoct
location, when if relieved itsell of ity ortillery power, is still
the subject ol dispute, though mos! occounts ogree that
the site wos eost of the Wolker River, in the general
wianity of Coleville, CA, southeas! of Loke Tohoe.

Following the cannon’s “rediscovery™ in the mid-1860s
(the specifics of the incident having become rather
douded by time), it came inlo the possession of Captein
AW. Pray, a prominent resident of Glenbrock, Proy fired
the connon regularly on independence Doy and for speciol
locol events: the marrioge of Coploin JATodmon of
Glenbrook in the mid 18803 ond the lounching of the
steamer, Tchoe, on June 24, 1896,

In the lote 18903, Coploin Pray’s widow was on the point
of selling the old field piece for scrap when posterity-
minded Glenbrook residents Dick Hesse, John Griffin ond
Jock Quill hid it under o locol chickenhouse. When the
1ongble cipects of the Biss fomly’s business operations in
Glenbrock were relocated 1o Tahoa City of the turn of the
cantury, the connon was among the miscellonecus corgo

borged 10 the company’s new center of operations neor
the loke outler.

Soon ofter ity orrivol in Tohoe City, Ernie Pomin ond Gus
Rother, two tronsplanted Glenbeookions, were responsible
for mounting the bross borrel on o massive timber ond
plocing 1t on the bluff overlooking the Tohce City
Commons. Excessive pocking with rogs for 1he furing ot
Coptoin Todman's wedding hod coused o dongerous bulge
in the barrel, Following the conncn’s finol use ot the
wedding of Ernle Pomin in 1901, the firing mechonism wos
rendered inoperoble when Rother drove the narrow end of
a lile into the 10uch hole,

Display of the celebroted connon on the Common’s blufi
scon brought its existence 1o the attention of sevecal locol
historicol groups, eoch of which cloimed rightful posses-
sion, Out of feor of losing the rebic, locol citaens felt
compelied 10 secrete it baneoth the stoirs leading to the
employee’s quorters ot Tohoe Tavern, where it wos %o
remain until the Tovern wos sold in 1927,

At that time. the wecpon's wherecbouts become the
exclusive knowledge of two men whose growing concern
over Its proper disposition resuited In several furtive
relocorions during the next lew yeors. AM. “Joe™ Heary's
goroge on Front Sireel in Tehoa Gy is reputed 1o hove 7|
been the reposifory af cne time, o5 wos o spot under the
1wmtable of the roilrood roundhouse (the present location
of the Tohoe Boot Compony).

An editorial which oppeared in the Tohoe Tattler on July
31,1936, urged that 1he hiding ploce of the fomous connon
be revecled ond suggested the creation of o small kool
museum 10 house such “intecesting historicol relics.™ As
the enthusiosm of the locol citizenry proved inodequote 1o
see this project through, Ernie Pomin eventuolly contacted
Will M. Bliss of Glenbrook, son of the picneer lumbering
family, olféring 10 doncte it for preservotion ot Glenbeook.

Bliss then contocted the Nevodo Stote Museum of
Corson City, which glodly occepted custody ol the
celebrated weopon. Todoy it remcins o future on the
museum ground 1o be enjoyed by visitors fo the regicn
from all over the world.
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North Shore Business
Always Linked to Visitors

Considering the number of business ventures which
are embarked upon locally each year - and 1he dscour-
aging rate of altrdion « operating one’s own commercial
enterprise In the Tahoe Basin must have some rewards
other than the tangible. In this vicinity, three years of
continuous proprsiorship is generally regarded as the
basss of “institubonal™ status, perhaps because the
recollective abslities of many “locals™ do not extend much
beyond that time frame

Prior 10 the 1960 Olympics at Squaw Villey, local
businessmen did not consider thelr enterprises 10 be
snything other than seasonal Customers could be
expacted 10 begmn s1raggling back up into the hgh country
sbout Memorial Day + the weekend many summer
residents tradtionally set asde for “opening up the
cabin™, Archaic, above-ground water systems serving
shoreline subdivisions were in most cases drained each
fall and were not restored to service untd the last
weekend in May. The prospect of hauling water in buckets
deterred the majority from an earber annual s,

The real “season”, however, lagged a full month
behind this Initial activity, really getting underway with
the Fourth of July, Suddenly, on that date, the “season™
was In full swing, and for the following nine weeks (untl
Labor Day brought the curtain down with & resounding
thud), local proprietors were all on 8 hectic dead run for
their share of visitor dollars

Factors associated with the brevity of the local
soason were those cied by peopeietors of ¥acation-
oriented businesses elsewhere: many schools femained
In session until the latter part of June; Little League
baseball was blamed for a further lag in the arrwval of
summer guests. Fluctuations in the economy certainly
defoclonlocclmauwdl.knpmg
“vacationists™ (as they were once called) home in some
years.

However, in an historical overview of seasonal
enterprise in the basin, one {actor stands out Tahoe's
weather, Both real and imagined - machinations of the
westherman have always been the single’ greatest
bugaboo of local businessmen. Week after week of rain,
as experienced during the summers of 1965 and 1982,
can have a devastating effect on local business, spelling
financial satback for even the most astute entreprensur,

While an afiernoon shower leaves the “vacationist™
refreshed and reveling in his own ingenuity and pioneer
spirit for having dealt with damp duds and developed

Giversions, a sieady downpour of days’ duratson has qurte
the cpposde effecl, drving dvcouraged wisdors sway
In droves

Of course, » heat wave in the Sacramento Valley
generally has the opposie effect, furing the lowlander
away from his swampcooler and up 1nto the fuxunous
cool astmosphere of the Hgh Swerra But ths
meleorological corollary is not frequently cried, as @ s
spparently conssdered 10 be 8 “grven™ which “comes with
the territory™, Proprietors of many years standeng know
the fallacy of such sssumption.

Barrang the effects of bad weather, heavy advertisng
gradually became the means by whaeh local businesses
expanded - or a1 least managed 10 stay afioat. Under the
leadership of H F, Droste [pariner with Major A P. Cnstin
the Tahoe Realty Company), and with able help from
George Kehlet of Meeks Bay Resort, AL Richardson of
Camp Richardson Resort, Dave Chambers of Chambers”
Lodge and other local businessmen, the Lake Tahoe
Sierra Associaton was formed in the Spang of 1939

Members devoted the off-season to distndbution of
crculars and word-of-mouth promoton of the 2535009+
tion’s chief interest. Tahoe and s wonders. Southern
Calfornia, the winter home of many of Tahoe's summer
proprietors, was the target of much of ths sperrted
deumbeating. The Association’s strategy and hard work
peoduced results not only for the onginal membershp,
but for those who came after, hoping 10 assume a share of
the business these early efforts generated.

But in spite of this vigorous program, the pattern of
successive propoetorships is a significant factor in
discussing the history of local commaerce. It i3 interesting
10 note that of all the business establishments which have
ever operated between Camp Richardson on the south
shore and stateline on the north shore, only two have
managed 10 remain under the same ownershp (within
the family) continuously for over 50 years. Herd Obexer,
son of the late founder of the family’s operatons at
Homewood, and Bdl Hunter, grandson of the onginator of
Bacchi's Restaurant in Lake Forest, own the only such
businesses sull in exisience. &

Life is indeed rough in the mountainsg!
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Curiosities Of Homewood

Homewood hos olwoys been o homlet with o
reputation for toleronce of whimsy in public. No one con
say with certointy just how this oititude come into being.
but perhops its chiel progenitor wos Woller Scott Hobart,
Je., son ol the lumber baron. His widespreod operations
waeve lorgely responsible for the denuding of North Tohoe
hillsides in the 18705 ond 1880y,

Though the nome Hobort Is most often ossocioted with
octivities of Inclne ond Sond Horbor (on Tohoe's ecst
shore). the 19205 sow constrtivn of o remoarkoble
muyltistory struciure In Homewood which monoged fo
occommodcte the less indusirious pre-occcupotions of the
younger Hobort, who indulged himsell in fost boats, fost
women, ond fost-odting spirits,

The new building, o fomily “playhouse™ of sorts, wos
lorge enough 1o provide shelter for the impressive orroy of
Hobart boats o3 well os the fomily ond their entouroge. By
wse of o double-trock morine roilway system, the Hobort
fleet — moutly lorge, mohogamy hulled cralt incorporating
the lotest word in mechonikel devices — could be
etioctlessly lounched.

The building’s 1op story, o promencade hallway which
overlooked the boots, hod o number of apartments, each
furnished with o bosin, o potty, and bed. Mohair furniture
ond beods in the doorwoys ottested 1o the sumpluous
predilections of the wealthy in the 1920,

Access 10 this upper flocr wos goined by meons of an
oncient Otis elevotor which, like the rest of the electrical
system, opercied on DC current, with power supplied by o
pelton wheel locoted of 0 wmoll private reservoir west of
Homewood.

Joke Obexer ocquired title 10 the property (including
ot improvements, furnishings, ond contents) in the late
19303, He vsed the building primarily for boot storoge. A
young mechanic for Obexer, on moving Into the buildeng’s
front deluxe cporiment in the late 19403, found the

origmol furnishings 10 be totally intect, though lock of o
wowrce of DC power hod rendered the elevotor incperoble.
However, rewiring restored the electricol system 1o ure.

Today, the loded, bom-red structure continues 1o
occupy 0 prominent ploce on the Homewood shoreline,
slonding in mute testimony 1o o livelier period in the
community’s history,

Foremos! present doy exomple of Homewood whimsy
is the delightiul expecience thot Is the Squirrel’s Nest, The
current enterpeise, which, from 1929 10 1984 housed the
storefront ond warehouses of Urch’s Plumbing, hos come
with oge 10 6 history of its own, having its nutty beginnings
In 0 commerciol building In Meodow Pork [ocross the
highwoy from Meeks Boy) in the eorly 1970s, ond
blossoming im0 o picni-lunchean-ond what-hove-you
which deaws curiosity-seekers from neor and lor.

Almost ocross the rood from the “Nest™ is yet onother
piece of locol whimsy: on oronge vessel
with drogons guording bow ond stern which has occupied
1he some smoll portion of locol recl estate for well over o
decode. Originolly built lor o Viking festival in Indiana, it
wos later shipped 1o Newport Beoch, where it come into
the possession of Loren Holmwood, o nonogenarion of
Scondinovion descent, who hos mode Loke Tohoe his
summer residence since the 1940s.

Holmwood hod the boot brought 10 Loke Tahoe, but
repoirs necessory 1o render the croft (domoged in tromit
from Indiono) seaworihy were never mode. Herb Obexer
eventuolly ocquired possession in liew ol mony yeors'
storoge bills. And 30 It sits, woiting lor 0 chonce 10 sod
Tahoe's vost bive. .

There are many locol sights obout which visitors 10 the
orea may hove occossion 1o wonder, yet perhops nowhece
on the West Shoce ace the curious more likely 1o find so
many clorely gothered curiosities thon in Homewood.
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High Sierra Gardening

Spring i in the cir, ond os the snow recedes ond
native plonts bud ond begin 1o leal oul, thoughts turn
naturolly to the cultivation of non-indigenous llora. The
High Sierro, though not’ traditionolly ossociated with
gordemng (much less forming), hos been known fo
produce o wide variety of vegetction to delight the eye,
the polate, and the wollet.

The earliest of locol ogriculiurol efforts blossomed
from the need for onimal feed. Prior 10 the completion of
the Tronscontinental Roilkood in 1858, oxen, donkeys ond
horses supplied the motive power for ol freight bound for
the Sieiro. The Comstock Bomomza in Vieginio City
prompted o pervosive rogs-1o-riches philosophy ond the
eoger quest for quikk weelth chafed ogoinst sometimes
uncongueroble meteorclogicol limilations.

While the work in the Comatock mines wos not itsell
secsonol, occess to the mining districts wos severely
curtoiled by snow and mud for o3 long o3 six months of the
yeor. Even during the months when the roodwoys were
consideced possable [0 comporotive term in light of
10day’s standards), wogons often mired down to the hubs,
requiring thot they be winched out of the thoroughlore to
give other vehicles the opportunity to progress.

Intermittent occess 1o the Tohoe Basin drove freight
prices up beyond oll recson. Siloge with which 1o feed the
teomsters’ beosts of burden beought $250 per ton in 1840, 0
price considered high even on the current morket. Thus, o
booming sellers’ morket developed, While some sought
their fortunes houling hay ond strow oca the “Greot
Bononzo Rood 1o Washoe™, others exploited Tohoe scurces
of these essentiol commodities, Soon ocreoge in ond neor
the Tohoe Bosin wos producing hoy for sole.

Squow Volley's expanse of meodow wos blessed with
o naturcl stond of Timothy hoy. The partnership of Fish
Ferguson, Cogoins ond Smith cut ond hond-pressed o
substontiol crop os early o3 1840, tronsporting it by high
bed stoke wogon 1o Tohoe City. There the hay wos looded
cboard the “lron Duke®, 0 sixty-foot, two-masted sailing
vessel owned by the portnenhip,

This double-ended vessel, proudly known o3 “The
Duke™, hod o freight copocity of 125 1ons. 11 olso served the
fledgling hoy marke! within the Basin, stopping of the
peresent sites of Incline, Brochwoy, Tohos Visto (then Pine
Grove Station), Cornelion Bay, Chombers’ Londing (then
McKinney's Hunters” Retreot) ond Meeks Boy (then the
heodquarters of Murphy Brothers ond Morgen).

The some difficulries ottendont the imporiotion
of seck fodder were otpodmo?ub‘y purveyors ol
vegeicbles in the Siecro. The needs of locol hostelries ond
sncampments were 1000 suppleminied by truck gardens,
some of rother grand proportions.

Coploin Homer D. Burton of Burton's Iskand Farm hod
what wos perhops the lorgest ond most successiul of locol

Burton wos o charocter given 10 superlatives,
ond, toking odvontoge of the constant sun on the Loke
Forest islond which he cultivoted, he ostounded visitors
ond residents olike with his crops.

Accordng 10 E.B, Scott in his two-volume history, The
Soga of Loke Tohoe, "One white tunip out of Burton's
well.tended gorden ron a whopping 16-and-o-holf inches
in diometer. Buyers in Truckes swore it wosn't possible
even though they hod seen it with their own eyes. His crop
of cats grew 1o a beight topping eight feet one seoson ond
he vowed it would have gone another three feet if Burton
Creek hodn't gone dry™.

Loke Forest hos continved its reputotion os on
ogricultural center locolly, even producing corn in some
good years. Other North ond West Shore locations which
ore lovored with constont sun enjoy similor productivity.
Mile-high gordiners locking for success would be
well-odvised 1o emphasise short-secson crops (such os
peos, spinoch, ond lettuce) and ‘root crops (corrots,
polatoes, turnips, rodishes, ond beets), which ore less
susceptible 1o inclement wecther thon the melons,
peppers, ond lomatoes of flotland gordens. However, os
proved by former Tohoe formers, clmost any crop con be
successivlly rolsed, given the proper blend of meteorolog-
kol buck, location, and . . . o green thumb?
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Hod the reader been o member In good slonding of
the Tohoe City Federcted Women's Club in 1902, the
rodiant highlight of the yeor's soclal colendoar would have
been the | 1 meeting 10 be held in 1he smart new domicile
ol My, Ry , Moylield. Bullt for her under the supervision
ol her husbond, North Shore controctor Notmon O.
Moylield, the elegont dwelling wos lecoted on Grove
Street, Tohoe City (ocross from whaot is now the outfield of
the town's lower boseboll diomond),

Maylield bullt homes have o reputotion lor enduring
quolity, ond Nis own retidence b no exception, Its rool,
budlt of 24.4nch cleor white cedar shokes from Oregon
[which were dipped In o limeed oil sloin), hay swevived
over holl o century of Sierro weother with no more
shrenyous maintsnonce thon on opplication of grophite
every live yeors or 50

Maylield is 0 mon of similer enduronce. He Is now in
his 96th yeor &f full ond octive life, He ond his wile first
come 10 Loke Tohoe In 1925, They spent their initial
sumaner In 0 20-by-20 foot tent neor Skylondio in Loke
Forest « ot that time the localion of o Mathodist giels
wmmer school. Though no more thon o seosonol
hobitotion had been planned, what begon os o retreat
soon become o permanent residence.

Moyleld engoged In his trode, comiructing tennls
courts for affivent devotees of the booming sport, In the
next three secsons his crew completed 13 courts on 1he
North and West shores. Williom Wolloce Mein hod the
locol fronchise on the asphalt, which wos shipped 10 Tohoe
in borrels, One mon wos ossigned 1o continvally stir the
mixiyre in 0 morfor box, 03 M come “reol lumpy”,
occording 1o Moyfield, ond would “set wp™ f left
unottended. Maylield recolls cee olternoon when the
occuenulotion of black goop on George Heron coused the
legs of his overalls 1o be stuck together, necessitoting the
gorment's remaval with o knife.

About 1930, Moyfield purchased o narrow strip of
lokefront from Stondard Oil, using its existing boathouse
o1 the bosis of on exponded marine soles, service ond
soroge focility known os the Tohoe Boot Compeery on the
site of 1oday’s Roundhouse Mall, Moyfield odded two more
boot houses, Between 1932 ond 1535 he undericok the
construction of o threesided “wid™ breckwoter, the

curved shelter of which eventuolly extended over 60
hneol feet ocross the woter,

As 1he loke botsom olong thel atreich of shoreline is
solid rock and pilings connol be driven, the brechwoter
wotr derigned using 16-foot lengrhs of sie-by-eight timber
with the middie tiers secured by bolis, The "¢ribs™ thus
lormed ware lilled with rech 1o anchor them. Surprisingly
encugh, 1his commodity hod 10 be houled Irom the Nevodo
side of the loke, For this purpose, Maylield employed the
Shomrock, o dissel tug purchosed Irom Mott Green (then
owner of Tohoe Tavern),

The cribbing wos bullt on rollers, ond s eoch section
wos completed, It would be “lownched™ ond set In position
with the oid of @ hoist with o 30-foo! boom, Mayfield budt
this ¢cribbing o little ot o time, owing to the dificulty of
construction ond 10 his Involvement In other business
octivitien,

The boat company blossomed. Maylield represented
Chels-Croft ond sold Hochers (another lime wooden
speedboot of the 1920s) by speciol order. Fred Moin,
Moylield's marine monoger ond eventuolly co-partaer in
the booting concern, would often occompony him on his
onnuol trek 1o Argonout, Michigen, where he would hove
o lock of the new models of Chels-Crofts ond ploce his
oeder lor the coming seosen,

The boats Maylield bought In Michigon were thea
shipped by roil to Truckee, where they were tronslerred 1o
the norrow-guoge rolrood lime and freighted directly 1o
Tohoe City dockside,

By the time the first boats slid down the morine ways
of Tohoe Boat Company, Moylield's controcting business
hod olready estoblished o nome for itself, owing In lorge
port 10 the skill and core of his oble foremon, John Burns.

A registered civil engineor, Burms is remembered 03 o
huge, elegont mon who wore o white shirt and tie in his
doily work, linding them no Impediment to his sheer
genius, This moster builder “signed™ his work with ook
dowels, which be used 10 pin the timbers of his structures
1ogether, Examples of his ortistry ore todoy prized North
ond West shore residences,

In spite of consuming business oclivities, Normon
Mayfield found time 10 be iavolved in the founding of the
Loke Tohoe Ski Club. He olso deserves credin for the
persistent enthusiasm which gave force ~ond eventuol
success - 10 Tohoe City's bid for selection o3 the site of the
ski jumping trials of the 1932 Olympics, For three days in
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U the reode’s lombarity with Tohee
City dows not span more thon o decade, be
will dowbibess fail 10 recoll thot the building
which now houses Vicloria $iation wos,
vl 1974, hnown os: the Tohoe lon,
Progeniior ond st propriesor of that
business, Cord “Pop™ Bachdolr. Sr., hod
tohen over the Tohoe Howse (no reloticn to
Peter Vogt's current plecient dining exper-
wnce of the some nome) from Robert
Montgamery Wohion In the kete 1920s,
Waotson, later consioble of Tohoe Cay, had
purchased the Tohoe House from Williem
Poenin, ity eeigingl lownder, in 1827,

1 wos 50 yeors 0go this month, in 1934,
when o fire (which “Pop”™ Imsisted wos he
result of the negligence of Wong, his cock)
bevelled Pomin's originol buldwng os well s
on odjocent commerciel sinathur e kacwn e
Log Cobin No. 1. The undounied enirepren-
wuer Quichly cegonived alfcers 10 rebuild.
Crews working orcund the dodk mirocul-
ovsly manoged 1o have the esioblindhemaent
open 107 the summar 590800,

The new ina conlcined not only o
reviouront end lodging focilives, byt clso o
bor, lounge, ond berbenhcp, The leases of
the lotter concession, tomariol artint Chans-
o "Chat™ Longentiein, wos oho on otcom-
plished bonjo ployer. He wos prone 1o
entenoin possens-by frem the steps of the
i when business wos slock,

Following Weeld Wee I, & saw leoture
of the Ina developed under the guidonce of
“pop's” younger son, Bill, who by ot time
mosaged the estoblishment. Whet had for
mony yeors baen the dvgy green employ:
eet’ dining roem wos ponted o powder
blve, resdting ¥ Iis being dibbed “The
Dlve Room™. The dientele of this rew
gothering ploce wos esponded to nclude
locals = by lavilotion oaly, I spite of this
policy {or perhaps becouse of i), the eotery
won esioblished iisell o8 the unofliciol
“Town Holl™ of Tohoe Clay,

The Blue Room ollered mecls lrom the
m'hLA‘L e “a& 4 ‘d"ﬂ
until the wee hours. As secting wos Emited
10 one lorge toble ond obout o dozen
choiry, vonding reom caly woir olten the
rvle, The Blue Room ofjoleed the ina’s
kiachen, the cock 10 double 03 o
wolter most of the time.

Dinners in the Blue Room, which
“included vowp ond solod end uwwally
‘olfered o choke of twe or thiee entrees,
were Initiolly priced ot 37 cents ~ quite
reasonable, even by stondacds of the lote
19405, However, It wos Bechdol’s unwrit-
ten policy that those who could not eMord

10 work off the sxpense of their mecl, Thia
CONTINUED ON PAGE Y

. -

Owr Tahoe Horilage

humanionen geswe grovided wntenonce for mony
tempoconly-down-and out s0uis end hept the bnn's Subes

11 become the fown's woup kichen, the Bloe
Room afso corered 10 the locol elae. I provided the sethng
loe 1he Fimanciel Ironsoctions of such Northihore witords
o4 Menvy J. Koiser, Stanley Dollar ond the W. W, Mews.
Whan Squaw Velley Corporotion wos being organaed n
1947, Bl Bechdolt offered Alex Cushing the vie of the Bive
Room.

By 1974, whan 8l Bechdolt sold the Tohoe lnn, ®e
price of o0 daner In the Blue Room hod inched i woy
vpweed 10 $1.77 « il on emaringly low peice. On March
15, 1974, & golo lorewsll porty revived the eriginal drivd
prices (15-comt Baer ond 30-cont Nighballs), ond brought
Digwigs from o lor owoy o Socromento ond Teno %o
celpbrote the demise of the decoderold enchinhmaent.
The guests inchuded politicions, old1emars, ond long teme
Iriends of Bill's father, Corl S, whom the festnities were
intended chielly 10 honor.

The ero ia which the Tohoe b figured with wch

E i leng gone now, bt for thove who

of 0 lew heurs of hord work o sachange for o medl).

recolls memores which in this oge of hobdey ond .
sheptcivm are not Ehely 10 be revived.
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The Shooting
0f Lake Tahoe!!!

Early Camera Artists Preserved Local Scene

Photogrophy provides us our most incontrovertible -
ond interesting - record of the events, foces, and ploces
thot shaped our yesterdoys.

Evidence suggests thot Tohoe's first “knights of the
b°l~°ﬂd-t!\fovd' arrived on the locol scene p:?:l 10 1870,
ye! selecting ond dating on “earliest photo™ of Tohoe's
north shore amounts 10 conjecture. Itinerant photogroph
ers probobly deserve credit for our less-than peripherol
peek of the region’s row youth,

Chief circumstonce contributing to the exponsion of
local photogrophic records mu:i?so <omploh':\n ol the
Tohoe Tovern in 1901, Locoted one mile south ocross the
Truckee River from Tohoe City proper, the “Tovern
cotered 1o the style-conscious wealthy, who oppreciated
having their octivities recorded, ond offered such
on-premises conveniences 0s o resident phatogropher. In
this copocity, the hostelry empl C. O. Volentine, who
maintoined o studio os well os olering for sole o selection

Ethel Vernon's chorecter

photography included this shot of

husband “Bill" poised for oction
 meor Watson Loke In 1923

of “views” which could be conv to friends bock home
in the form of postcords ond fromechle reproductions,
Volentine wos on ortist no less thon he wos o foithful
recorder of history, squeering the well-gimed shutter on
countless scenes of clossic composition os well as historic
mpoct

In the course of his employment by the Tovern, this
moster of the lens hod occossion 10 record on film the
devostotion wrought on the local shoreline by the
impoundment of woters obove the legal high-woter mork
foliowing the completion of o concrete dom of the loke’s
outlet in 1916. Needless Yo say, the evidence provided by
Volentine's carelully lobelled photos stonds todoy o
irrefutcble documentotion in the ongoing litigation over
who should control the Tohoe reservoir.

by Cerol Ven Enten



Volerhing s 1etiremant 11om bysiness helped lownch o
new phologrophy (oncen conducied by the ond
wile 1eom of "B and (rhel Vernoen, Mis. Yeinon,
who shosed hat husbands 1olent with the comero, stiove 1o
1ecord the more spiriivel ospedts of local e, while B
deolt with such subjechy 08 locol winter sporting events
ond summer 18golo activity. Mis, Vernon was o 1egular
cohamnis lor 1 Topis (0 Tehoe City baved publicotion
of the sorly postwor yeors), and hes ophs groced
ot only ity , byt olso those of the Socromenio Bee,
L Goutmnl, ond Truckee Republicon,

One o the most exhounstive chvoniclers of the North
Shore wot Michoel Benning. 0 sehool photogrophes whose
“rovte” 1ook him over the foce of northern Colilernia
dur the winter months of o grinding poce which
u“:.mvm“mmMuhoohwm

" (8 Summers were I purswing
more lelsurely duties of propiietor Benning's Fesort
Cobins in Kings Beoch, o collection of pole stucco units snll
standing ocross the highway from the Noth Loke Tohoe
Community Center, It wos owing 10 his onnvol residence

that so maony ol Benning’s 17,000 (recently donated
to the Caldornio Siote Hisloriol Society by collector Meod
Kibbey) were of the Tohoe region,

In addition 1o the orray of commerciol photogrophers
who plied their trode on Tohoe's North Shore, the region
sow 0 growing number ol Individuals whose omoteur
stotus did nothing 10 mit their benelit 10 history. Thete
were the historians by-occident who recorded (with rare
tegard for posterity) not the hum-drum offoirs of
citizens on 0 scenic oulpos! of civilizotion, but the oreo’s
butiness community in the throes of its birth,

Treowred glimpses ino the Eden thot wos this besin's
yesteryeor speck volumes, luring us bock 1o on ero of
unseliconscious tranquility, We con consider the occess
provided by these early.doy photogrophers to be o piece
of great luck, bringing 10 Ie o post of interest not only 1o
the serlous historion, but 1o the coswal student of locol
history ond visiter olike,
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Originol stone buildings of Fleur du Lac, the Henry Koiser estate, "-’l e
formed the core of whot is todey o exclusive resideatiel
development. C. W. “Bill" Vernoa's 1938 phote records for
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C. O. Veolentine, wellknown for his scenery photos, alse
documented the hovoe of high woter on Tohoe Taverns shoreline
n 1917,

NoMW,!&nth“n?.Vm
Erten cbout 1929 looks south slong the shore of Rublcon Boy, In
the distence ore © lone boothouse ond pler belonging to the
George Newholl estcte.



|37

['Nonh Shore's Lumbering Past"

IBusiness / Industry > Lumbering
|Carol Van Etten Collection

-

Poge 10 NORTH TAMOR WEEK Apell 19 - 25, M4

Owr Jatoe Here

By Corel Vou Erten
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¥orth Shore’s Lumbering Past

Lumbering octivities ot Loke Tohoe are most olten
onocioted with Glenbrook, Incline, ond the South Shore.
Yei mony other communities were lnvolved' In eorly
logging operations, Some hod thelr beginnings o3 wood
comps S terminal points for shid chutes which brought
raw limber lrom surrounding slopes 1o the lokeshore.

The vorocious consumption of wood products, first In
the form of ties lor the tromcontinentel railrood ond loter
o3 timbers for the Comstock mines, wos lorgely
tesporsible lor the development of Tohoe's lumbering
indurtry, The fiest sowmill of record in the Tohoe Basin,
known 03 Woodburn's Mill, wos built In 1860 in Loke Volley

neor who! Is todoy South Loke Tohoe. The following yeor o -

mill built in Glenbrook by Coproin AW. Proy began
providing lumber lor burgeoning Tahoe comstruction, By
the mid- 18808, no less thon five mills were operating in
Glenbrook, moking It the center of such octivity,

Not oll milling operotions were conlined 10 the eost
shore, Two ond o holf miles south of Tohoe City o concern
under the direction of Augustus H, Saxton began 1o toke
shope In the foll of 1853, Settling In Word Creek Conyon,
Saxton comiructed o 54 foot high overshot woter wheel,
after he bullt o diversion dom one ond three quorter miles
vptireom ond o ditch 1o convey water to his huge wheel,

In the spring of 1866, Soxton controcted with Colls P,
Huntington, of the Central Pocific Raifrood, 1o supply ties
for the railrood line, which wos proceeding slowly but
wrely vp the western slope of the Sierro. Soxton
envivioned great success for his smoll-scole operation. He
would have reclized significont finonciol reword
for his industry ond skill hod It not been for one foct left
unconsidered. ;

Saxton’s plonned method of delivering the logs wos 1o
moke vse of the Truckee River, “flushing™ his product by o
seriey of splosh doms 10 Coburn’s Station (soon to become
known o3 Truckes), But, unfortunately, his green lumber
sought bottom os if It were moade of lecd. In spite of
Soxton's valiont effort 1o dely physical lows, the woed
evenivally hod 1o be removed from the rushing woter ond
looded on wogons. The 16-mile overlond journey to
tronspor! the logs took four ond o hall hours ond
comumed ony potential profit,

Despite this Inltiol follure, Soxion persevered ond
scceoeded In extending his sphere of octivities up the

vides of Word Conyon. Logs were delivered 1o his mill by
meons of greosed chutes. Soxton eventuolly took o8 o
poriner 0 mon nomed Edwords ond loter Coploin J.A,
Todmon, who wos credited with building o number of '
veom-powered Tohoe vessels, i

The summaer of 1877 proved 10 be the end of Saxion’s '
mill when o lorest fire between Truckee ond Idlewild (neor
Tohow Pines) roged unchecked for two weeks, devostating
everything in 113 poth. Though the mill itself wos destroyed
in thot bloze, not 1o be rebuilt, the evidence of Saxton’s
operotion con s1ill be seen wnderwaler “offshore of
Sunnyside Resort, where o quontity of lumber lies on the
bottom, awoiting rescue by some enterprhing solvoge
Though Soxion’s wos the only mill In the vicinity,
logging wos conducied on 0 mossive wole olong most of
Tohoe's Colifornio shore. Mountoimides of Incalculoble
boardiest of timber were denuded. Arecs of easy occess
were the first 10 be exploited, but oy demond persisted,
regions of lester occensibility were horvested. This
necersitoted the consiruction of skid chutes 1o corry logs
down 10 o centrol location where they could be looded on
wopons or diverted Into existing woter courses ond
flushed 1o the loke. A1 the lokeshore, the logs were
choined together In V-shoped booms ond towed fo the
Glenbrook mills,

Log skids, which dotted Tohoe's North ond West
shores 100 yeors 0go, ore poorly evidenced todoy. Such ks
1he cose with o skid which wos kocated fust 1o the west of
the present site of Rocky Ridge, between Tohoe City ond
Loke Forest, Another chute wos found of Beor Trop, where
Burton Creek served 10 corry timber 1o the Loke Forest
shore.

Kings Beoch olso served the lumber interests with o
chute which ron olong the present route of Beaver Street,
In foct, until 1939, when mony streets wece renomed lo
correct confusion arising from the multiple uses of nomes,
Beaver Street hod beon known by the dublous oppellation
of Skid Rood.

The lumber boom, which 1o chonged the loce of the
Tohoe Bosin prior 10 the turn of the century, seems o
distont event today, Although the landicope has been
since oltered by the healing work of Mother Noture ond
vorylng requirements of mon, It remalng o colorful page In
Tohoe's history.

-
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A3 the school year moves loword |h nevitable (ye!, to
young minds, Interminoble) conclusion, we look bock on
locol educanonal offerings of earler days. 11 Is Intereating
10 note that the north and wert shores of Loke Tohoe hod
been “settled” for 0 yeors belote it wos deemed
necessory that @ wchool be estoblinhed

To Consioble Robert Moatgomery Wolson goes credit
for the ininol ellorts 10 estobinh o school in Tohoe City. In
the town's sarly doys, lomibkes generolly wintered "ol the
NI, many repairing 1o Foresthill, where o school wos
ovos \

However, in 1894 Wation mode the decision 10 heep
ha wile ond lour childeen in town for the winter, ond In
order 10 provide lor the educotional needs of his brood, he
remodeled @ former residence (on the present site of the
Pepper Tree Inn) for use o8 @ school building. Here the
Wotson children, olong with o four-year-old neighbor who
comtiuted the lith pupil required for public funding.
received their early educotion,

The comtruction of the Tohoe Tavern, completed in
1901 just south of Tohow City, occounted for the influx of
mony new residents, including children of the rodesmen
ond domestics who were employed there. In 1906, the Bliss
lomily, who owned the Tovern, donated ten ocres of lond
10 the town lor the purpose of constructing a larger school.
The lomily olfered not caly the lond, but the services of the
Tovern corpenters to do the work.

The county put up the money for moteriols, ond in o
show of public support for the project the residents of the
area tumed out in such force that the building wos
completed in o single doy, with the womenlolk providng o
pienic for the workers,

This building served well lor over o decode, but o3 the
population of the areo grew, it noturally tended 1o spreod
inself out. In the eorly 19205, the Vernon ond Henry
fomilies, eoch with two children, moved into the Meeks
Bay-Tohoma area. In the summer of 1923, the Georgetown
Divide School District provided o teacher ond o focikity for
these ond other locol children.

Lillion Vernon Farr, o longtime Tohoe City resident,
remembers attending the school, held in ¢ Tohomo cabin
which serves its present owner 03 o storage building. The
school wes comprised of eight pupils in oll, including one

+ Indion lod, ond some of these wolked the three miles to
the school on o cedor bork rood which hod been built for
lumbering wogons olmast holf o century before. The rood’s
remnonts con still be found possing through the old
borbeque orea of Sugar Pine Point Sicte Park, porticlly
covered by the wheelchoir poth on the grounds.

While this little rurol school was short-lived, Tohoe
City's focility, owing 10 0 steody increase in the town's
populotion, wos becoming inodequote 1o coatoin the
growing number of scholars, ond private residences in
close proximity 1o the school building were usurped for

As o roault of @ bond pavsed In May of 1934, o new
physicel plont, hnown os Tohoe Lloke School, wos
comtructed by locol controclor Normon Moylield. I
opened iy doors on Ociober 1, 1935 with 55 elementory
ond 22 high school stwdents. The servicos of Myrile
Gollanger, hired in 1927, were 100n supplomented by 8hns
Hinkle, 1he lirst high school teacher, ond in 1937 Miss June
Dy« joined the foculty,

In the early doys of locel lormol education,
meteorological considerctions were paramount, in loct,
prior 1o o reorganizotion of the swhool calendor In 1950,
local students took their long vocation In winter,
interruputing their studies in mid December ond remoin.
ing of liberty until early March. Summer vocation In those
days wos but 0 lew weekys duration,

; ?

Almost!

L

The populotion boom prompled by Woeld War N
brought many changes 1o local schools. In 1942, Kings
Beoch become the site of o second elementary school, and
1949 sow the orgonizotion of the Tohoe Truckee Unified
School District, That wos the yeor thot Tohoe City high
school students were first bussed to the high school in
Truckee, o proctice which continued untidl the 1973.74
school yeor, when North Tohoe High School was
completed.

Kindergorten wos first offered locolly in 1951, when
Miss Gerl Bean (now Geri Lowson) wos hired 1o teoch that
closs. Mss. Lowson still teaches one of Tohoo Loke School's
three lirst grode closses, ond is todoy instructing the
children of some of her original pupils.

In the 90 yeoor history of North Tohoe schools mony
swoeping chonges hove been wrought in the visual
oppecrance of the school locilities. Even so, the spirit of
education remains as it was in the days when o single
small room served 10 house the pvp&h'o‘lo prior century,

educotional purposes. Q.
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Tahoe/Truckee’s
Movie Making History

by Carol Van Etten

pholos cowrfesy of Lillian Vernon Farr

in the 75 year history of the motion picture
industry, the scenic wonders of Lake Tahoe
have provided the backdrop for countless flims,
ranging in mood from the ridiculous to the
sublime. Enterprising businessmen in the
Truckee ares ardently wooed filmakers in the
Indusiry’s early years, resulting in the rallroad
fown frequently being used a3 a location for
outdoor adveniure pictures in the 19.1eens and

19208

The proximity of the natural marvel of
Lake Tahoe made It a popular off camers
destination for stars and stagehands alike, and
many movieland luminaries made the 15-mile
journey by narrow guage raliroad along the
Truckee River corridor fo Tahoe Clty, whero
they beheld the natural blessings of local

gecgraphy.

Word of Tahoe spread via the studio
grapevines, and by the mid-1930s, several
companies had made use of north and west
shore locations, preserving in such films as
ightnin'"", ““"Call of the Wiid"”,
""Bless Their Hearts™, "White Fang™’, and “'The

Beyond” glimpses of local scenery

“Rose Marie”’, 'L

Country
which are hardly recognizable today,

“Lghts, Camera, ActoOn
Taboe /Truckee's Movie History

Three of the above-named titles Involved
the use of a dogteam, sied and driver, and
Tahoe resident (later Tahoe City constable)
Harry Johanson was on hand fo fill the bill,
Johanson's chlef devotion was 1o his dogs, and
the parinership of driver and feam was
responsible for many acts of herolsm and sell
sacrifice In the service of the community,

Some footage for “The Country Beyond™
was shot at Granlibakken (at that time still part
of the Tahoe Tavern holdings), and featured
Johanson standing in for Paul Kelly as he
mushed his stalwar! huskies through the drifts
of the frozen near-north with female lead
Rochelle Hudson by his side,

Harry appeared In seventeen films In all,
and even postponed his acceptance of the job of
constable of Tahoe City fo finish the filming of a
picture in which he was appearing, as It “paid
more than a constable could make In six
months™,

Busness [ industry » Moves
Carol Van [tten Collection y -

ACTION!

The clarity of Tahoe's water enjoyed wide
reputation in the early days. Owen McKeon, in
his out-of -print ““The Raliroads and Steamers of
Lake Tahoe', recalls that some sub-marine
footage for a Buster Keaton film, ““The
Navigator'’, was shot here owing to the
excellen! underwalter visibillty. The film show-
ed Buster in a diving sulf, “working’’ on the
propellers of the steamer “Tahoe™ as he stood
on the lake’s bottom

Ofher steamers saw service In Jocally
filmed . The “Nevada™, an 85 foot
steamer which for many years made the thrice
weekly winter mail runs around Lake Tahoe.
appeared in three different films, including
“Rose Marie”, with her name blacked out 30 a3
??A:l?'g “Vada”, and In the films “Evad” and



ROCHELLE HUDSON, “BUCK™, AND PAUL KELLY on the set of “The
Country Bayond”, which hoppened 1o be beyond Tohoe City ot

Gronlibokken, circa 1934,

Longtime Tahoe City resident Lillian Farr
recalls a film made by a Canadian company
around 1929 which took advaniage of the
awesome prominence of Eagle Rock in Tahoe
Pines in footage showing a dummy being
pushed over its precipice

The Brockway location of “Bless Thelr
Hearts"”, a winter sports comedy starring Mary
Astor and Elliott Nugent, became a disaster
area for the studio when both stars, as well as
many others in the cast and crew, were victims
of a flu epidemic. Complications generated by
unseasonably severe weather made further
shambles of the proceedings when the area was
left without power for several days, stranding
the party and necessitating the delivery of a
doctor 10 the film site by the mail launch
Marion.

Fllms continue to contain footage sho! in
the Tahoe area, a most recent and commercial
ly successful example being the very R.rated
““Hot Dog"’, most of which was filmed at Squaw
Valley, employing many locals as extras.
However, the march of progress encroaches on
local vistas with a certain tread, and studio
scouts in search of sublimely pastoral scenery
are Increasingly obliged fo go elsewhere
beyond the realm of human “improvements”,
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WINGING IT

Since My ducovery by mon Loke Tohos s swperionve
quakitios hove genergted mony myths regording
formidobility - moat of whah tvme hos evensually seen It
to diapel. Prior 10 It “conguent™ by oir  the wnpredicioble
waters of the lohe were comidersd @ prohbinely
periiows derhnation lor amphibovs piloh,

The “impossible” wou inevitably otrempied, of course
1 1934 George Vorney (Vomey Ailines) mode the hent
veoplone londing on the Loke However. owing 1o general
scepliciym abovt the plane s abdity o become avbarne of
such Ngh oltaude, Yorney slecied 1o tohe off olone

Theae yeors loter, in June of 1937, Richard Archbold
ond pilot R R Rogens set their wingover hwin sngine
"Guba"™ down ot Chamben Lodge. The Musewm of Noharel
Hatory wos sponsering the project « @ test of the huge
oplone s ability 10 1ok e off ond lond of high olhude while
heavily loden. Corrying @ corge of 1500 pounds of sond
bogs. the "Cuba lived wp 1o especiolions, mohing o
wmooth loke off ond thus promaing similarly succeniyl
toheolis in iy upcoming mission kn New Guineo,

Ioapiced by Archbold s succens. @ Bentol Pennaylvonia
plot by the rome of Corl de Gonohl mode some tes!
toheolls of his own 1he lollowing summer. wiing
ncrecsng possenger ond boggoge loods. De Genells
plone, o Fleerwing Sechvd powered by 0 X0 horrepower
T.cyknder Jocobs 1.5 rodal circooled engne, wei lownd 1o
be copoble of corrying o pilot, theee passengers ond o
wmall omount of boggoge, " the woters ware alightly
rovghened by windy”

Commarciol oviation of Tohoe begon scon oherward,
In 1929 Wesley Sretson lounded Col.Vade Atrelt, the fust
reguier seoplone service of the Loke. Sretson operared ha
&5 horvepower Toylorcrolt out of Emercld Bay, meoking
scheduled vops o Tohoe Yenn, Zephyr Cowe, ond
somatimes Kings Beach ond Timberiond.

Following World Wor 1, Ssetson flew o Republc
Secleo for hee on the some genercl rovte. Continging
service wal™ oboyt 1964, when he 1old the Businens to

’
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Mbhe Biown Brown B cperctes ColVade Aol
mainteming o seaplone bote on the lohe shore divecrly
ocross the highwoy lrom Homewood Shi Area, whare he
provides o Il ronge of morine ovietion services fram
vghtsewing 10 llying lessoms in his DeHovilond Beowsr
Another commerciol seaplane operction of the lohe
wot Commadors Air Service, bosed of Chambens Lodge
This enterpeine, which begon about 1953, wos bosically o
commeter secvice, shuttling possengers back ond flarth
between Loke Tohoe ond Sousalito in a Pioggie P13 L )
Royol Gull Bob end Alicia Lows, who owned and operoted
the business. oo provided connechions with Merricane
Boy ond Cleor Loke. Fores lrom Sowsolmo 10 Chambers
Lodge were 319.50 one-woy ond 534 50 for 0 rounduinip
faght ¥
In oddinon 10 theve commercial ventures. 0 mamber of
privete individuols owned ond opercied omphiblows
owcrolt on Loke Tohos. Two Grumman oircrof! which weve
fomibor sights on the wes! sthore in the lose 1560s, 19504,
ond 0 the 19608 were Fronk Fullers Mollord bosed of
the south end of Rubicen Boy. ond Sterfing Edwandy'

|

\

4

.

Wdgeon equipped with o Ranger engne Until obout 1947 !

B Sread. lor whom Stead Alr Force Bose (neor Renol 4
nomed Tlew locolly for fun in ha Novy Kinglnher,

Though lecol proneering in marine aviation i+ @ metter
of Nytory, the theill of those who st soored cbove
Loke of the Sy con Will be experienced by those who
moh e the plecsant decision 10 foke 10 the oir and “wing IT”
obove the high Sierras.
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Willie Arnhold, West Shore Pioneer

For Wilke Arnhold. who possed owoy losl Fridoy of N
wort shore residence, Lohe Tohow hod been hame for 60 of
Na 10 yoors, piving hm the datingtion of being perhops
the wet! shore s yeor ‘round resident of longes! slanding
Coctoinly in I six decodes of the lake he hod seen mony
changes, bringing o lew of Ne own 1o the locol landucope,
whith endwre 10 ths doy.

"1 wos 192 when Arnhold lust orrived In Americo
lrom Na birthploce in Saxon, Germany, londing In
Hobohen, New Jersey, 08 @ porienger on the 5.5, Beclin,
Uneble 10 speck mare thon o few words of English, he

so casch the irain lor Ockland, Collamia, toking
the lotry from thece %o Son Fronclico, where he wos to
meet Ny uncle, ownee of 0 Novato chicken ronch. The
young immigront's wut job consisted ol groding eggs and
tending 10 the whims and indiscretions of his uncle's 9.000
chchons. Understondably, s enthusiown for the enter.
prive soon poled, leading Nim 10 Wir&e ovt on his own. He
set @ coune lor the Sermos, where he locked forword o
njoyng some “wcenery”,

Wilke lownd whot he wos seehing on Leke Tehos's
wert shove, ond 1000 secwed smployment 04 0 gordens:
on the Bhemon esiote (now Sugor Pine Point Siove Pork),
between Tohoma ond Meeks Boy.

1n 0 recent interview. Wilke recolied Ne years ot "Pine
Lodge™, 03 the grond sslote wos known. His recollections
ore of quite o diferent aro = a time of unhurried elegonce
whea Mz, ond M. Bivmon would siill wolk the mie ond o
hott 10 Meeks Bay to poy thew monthly grocery bill,
pensonally presenting o grofdty fo sioreheeper Chorke
Heller belore being driven bock 10 the miole by thes
hadfevr.
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miles In every dwaction, As lote on the mid-1970s, b
frequent visliors « olien In brood doylight - were @ grovp of
oyotes, who poricoh of Wilke's offerings of leod ond
9rvdgingly consented 10 hove their phatogrophs loken.

Beost remembered of Willie's venhures wos his siocked
trovt pond, locoted adjocent 10 the highwoy of the bottom
of the dip where the Chombers' Londing tenals courts now
s, Willie undertook this project (which would certolnly
mee! with Agency opposition loday) shortly ofter the wer,
hirkng the Hearikson brothers Ko excovete ond widen
McXinney Creek just obove I1s Nighwoy crossing, creating
0 pond of levs than one ocre which wos eighieen leet deep
ot s ouvtlel,

Willis nomed the concession Fish Hook Pond, ond
olfered picnic ond borbeque locllities for those who
wished 16 “swollow their pride” ond moke 0 mes! of their
cotches, The Hish were Rolnbow trowt, delivered in holl-ton
shipments. Willie led them o commaercial pelleted rofion
on which they thrived, 1ome ottoining live pounds before
wirumbing 1o the persisiont fshing pressure.

Amhold operoted Na siocked pond for obow! fen
worors, eventyolly selling 10 the Perinl Corporotion,
oevelcpens of Chomben’ Londing, Subsequent rencavation
of Me property In10 s present use hos cbliteroted the
foemar falhing hole from ol but memory, cousing long
obsent visions 10 sodtle of the chonges: o tennis cowrt
whare once there wos @ pond|

Longtime locol residents remember Willle with
fendness, hord ot wark cutting wood, o engoged In one of
the mony other octivities required of on eorlydoy
mowniain dweller « Invoricbly In the compony of his
foirMy! dochsund, Sep, who shored many of his
odventures, Willie ond his ready grin will be missed, but
pechops he hos gone 10 0 ploce where the lish ore olwoys
biting, o3 they once did - 1o the delight of young englers of
onother genarotion « In N Fish Hook Pond.

T RN



‘Forest Fires |

> Forest Flres

aq |

'

ICarol Van Etten Collection

-

NORTH TAHOE WIIK July 124 18, 14

Ow, Yatwe Here

By Corel Von [ren
Covrtany of The North Loke Tohoe Hintarkel Saclety

FIRE!

Ay follows on ond local precipietion renges
1o i1y ingvitcble eatiemen, (now o receed anowloll, now o
virtvol drought), we ore teminded o the wpeciol covlion
reeded t0 prevent o colomitovs blare In the porched
woods this yeor,

Forent lires (auch o1 thore which dothened locol shies
sarher 1hia month] create nol ealy on unpleasont oethetic
oppeoronce, but © theeat 1o ke ond property 0n o grond
wole, the denger compounded by the lorge population
which Inhabis the lohe bosin on @ typiol summer doy.

Soch @ mistornvne wos the so-colled Donner Burn,
whach, lor twelee doys In August of 1960, roged out of
control, cronsing Donner Summa ond eventvally scorring o
2. mile ywoth to Dog Valley, north of Verdi, Nevodo. In
thet tinder.dry summar, the Redding construction hem ol
Briggs. Conely ond Dennis, under contract 1o the Siote of
Coldornia 10 work on the new Intersiate 80, determined to
ignoce the deniol of their request for @ permit 10 buin
debeis,

While thirty of the compony’s crew (lunching necr the
workaite) wotched, the wind sticred the sparks of the lice,
the valecity of which wos soon beyond 1he powers of mere
men ormed with hand 1ools 1o comtaln,

An oppeessive smoke dorkened the shy 10 0 comlont
doytime twilight, cad elecirical power In the bovia ond
beyond was lost lor 0 weeh o3 &0-mile-per-hour winds
(generoted by the e invelf) whipped the inlerno ropidly
oot theeatening the town of Truckee for o time belore o
matcdul shdt in direction.

A ctew of 3,500 lirelighters, lrom every major fores! In
the country, were flown ia 1o baitle the bloze. They were
oded by B0 ronkers ond 110 bulldozers, while overheod
wiee oeriol lonkers, five helicoprers, end o spotrer plone
did thair ports 10 tupprens the speeading llames

When it wosr oll over (Forest Secvice Firelighten
continyed 1o potrol the ashes lor 53 doys lofowing the
lien's cutbeech), 43,000 ocres hod been blockened.

Precedent 10 the Donner Burn, the most recent lorge lire
in the o e hod been the Florision blare of 1924, which hod
ity origin neor Groy Creeh (o tributory of the Truchee
Rivee). Thin conllogration, she scors of which ore atill
visible olong Highwey 80, consemed 18 miles of timber ond
soge 03 It spread toword the town of Reno, cn the cutshirh

of which It wot lmolly extingulihed,

in spite of @ wring of “wer™ seasons Imenedately prioe,
the month of Auguil, 1% sow severol lorest fees roging
neor Tohow, The Truchee Republicon repotied thet
voluoble Himber ot Swilt's $1080n belonging 1o [d Sweeney
of Corsan City hod been destroyed by fire. The Republcon
further stated that "o lorge lee i still In progress en the
Ml Inchne (the site of Incline Villoge todoy). Five lwes
storted on the weslern shore lowt Wednesdoy were
doubtless o' on Incendiary origin, end more ore of the
southern end of 1he lohe. Lorge mumbers of men vorted
lo¢ the scenes of 1he fires ond In port vayed the progren
of the flomes™,

Mork Twoin, of course, wos lnitiaior of perhops vhe
lorgest forest lire ever 10 yweep the are, In 1881, o o
young ond lootloose vogobond comping on the loke's
north shote, he ond o companion loded 1o odequotedy
oversee theit evening's complire, whikh they wweddenly
lownd “golloping oll over the premisem”,

Driven 1o the loke's thore by the bloze’s lntense heot,
they woiched the sleady encroochment of the lHames,
which “went surging vp odjocent ridges « surmounted
them and disoppecied In the conyons beyond « burst ino
view wpon higher ond lorther tidges...hil o1 for 08 the eye
could seorch the lolty mounioin lronts were webbed os It
were with o tangled network of red lovo sireoms, Awoy
ocross the water the crogs ond domes were lit with o rvddy
glore, ond the lirmament obove was o rellecred hellt™

As Twoin's visll peedated ony octivity in the
bevin, neither the event nor the regretiul recollection of it
quoted obove (from his book Roughing It) aver generated
ony legol repercussions for him, though from his
description of the extent of the lire, it mwst certainly hove
represenied o considerchble o 10 the induatry which, In
the next generction, ironslormed the batin into o busiling
source of timbery 10 shore up the mineshaln of Virginie
City.

But simply rowing oll inio the sumet, 08 Twoin wes ot
kberty to do, Is net peesently on option of coreless
compery, ond 10 those whore octivitles in the Loke Tohoe
oren involve the use of lire wovld be well-odvised b
exercise exireme coution, The lorest they sove may be
thelr ownl
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The Name Game

Pechops no leahe ol the Sierra londucope has
wilered under such o wuccontion of names or the bady of
walet we hnow 1odey o4 Loke Tohos. Duting the 140 ywars
since Joha C. Fremonts lint wighting of the loke on
Volenting's Doy, 1844, the big biue of this wiond 1eo hot
been bleired populady « il not olficlolly « with seven
ditfecent nomes, ond o1 mony more have been publicolly
suggetied (1ome with editoriol 1ongue liemly In cheok) v
ohternative oppeliotiom. .

The protecol of wilderness explorotion ductotes thot
discoverers have the right ol naming heir discoveries. In
heeping with such etiquetie, the loke ls propetly known ov
“Loke Banplond™, 1he nome given 10 i by Frement in honor
ol Alme Jocques Alevondre, the French botoninl who
occomponied the von Humboldt porty on on eorlier
expedition wesl

In the decode which lollewed Framont's discovety, the
designation “Sonplond™ wos lovored In publicotions
oppecring on 1he Continent, However, the mop drown by
Chorles Prevas, cortogropher lor Copioln Fremont's pacty,
noles It simply on "Mountoln Loke™, In those doys, lew
lound themaslves In o position 1o core.

Those who did core found themaelves lurther
conlured by Boker's 1853 “Map of the Minl u&m .
which showed the loke o "Moheon®, Bortleirs “Gulde®,
onolher source of the doy, relecred 1o "Big Truchew Loke™,
with ye! onother corvolly-ploced cognomen burdeming the
pristine clpine porodine.

In Morch of 1853, Coldornia’s Surveyor Geneecl, ¥/ 24
Eddy, hod Initiared the use of whot would 17 yron loter
become the “legal” nome of the loke « “Bigler™. Ye1 Irom
the stert this nome wos destined 1o mee! wilh widespreod
daloveor, with is most oclive opponents suggestiag thet
John Digler, the loemer demaocrotic governar of Colilornio
for whom the loke hod been nomed, wos less thon worthy
of such on honor,

Controversy aver Bigler's meril 03 0 nomesche wored
hot when 1he outbreck of the Civil Wer led 10 charges thet
he enterioined Conlederate 4 . Severol subsi.
fule nomes were promptly offered vp. The Unicalst party
mounted on unsuccessiul lobbying eflort In April of 1861 10
rechristen the loke with the exotic “Tue Tulka™, Fonaing the
fockshaess the following yecr, the “Socromenio Union™
sugpested “Lorgo Bergler™ 0t 0 more suitoble nome, “os it
would stond 08 0 punishing Busion 10 The bibulous habits
ol Honest John' Bigler when he wos govemor ol the
Srore”™
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In Februory of 1882, public sentimen) ogowmil Begler
lound exprassion n the lorm of on Interior Depariment
mop brought out under the divaction of Willlam Henry
Knight, the deperiment’s chiel corlogropher, Knight
enkited the linguitic shills of Ov, Heney DeGroot, o
“Socromente Unien™ cormespondent whose ellorns 1o
communicole with Worhoe Indioms hod fomiherired him
with the rudiments of their diclect, “To hoe™, octording lo
Dr DeGroot, war omiaied “Big Warer™ of "Woles in @
high ploce®, And 10, In the nome of superior oestherlics,
the nome by which the loke ls hnown todoy wee
avioblished In the white mon’s vocobulory,

Howaever, the conlrovensy roged on, 1efusng 1o be
slenced even by the povsoge of o bil in the Colifernie
Stote Leghlature on February 10, 1870, giving legol slotvs
10 Eddy's originel designation of “Bigler”, Vorious vovsels
of the Fourth Eviate continued 10 offer thelr suggertions oy
10 o more susoble epithel, omong them ledgling
correspondent Mark Twain, then connetied with Vikginie
City's “Territoriol Enterprise™, Twoln found hemsell drown
Wieslstbly Ino 1he froy, cccosloning o comment thet
"fo-hoe", i the diolect of the Digger ond “Prute™ [sk)
Iribes meant *grosshopper soup”™, which, he contended.
wos omong their delicocie,

In light of public santiment ond populor wioge, W
omoting thot the nome “Bigler” continwed o3 o legol
geogrophical designation until @ mere J9 yeors ogo. But 1
wos nol unilil July 18, 1945 thot o bill wos odopied in the
Colifornia Siate Legisleture olficlally chonging the nome fo
“Loke Tohoe",

in 0ddition 1o My mpressive covalcode of cognomens,
this mile-high morvel hos ocquired severol nicknomes,
ncloding “Loke of the Shy” ond “Jewel of the Sierron”, But
lor all the voriety of its nomes, running the gomut from
complimentory 1o condescending, the notive popwlohon’s
originol oppeliative serves best, and seems most hiely lo
endure.
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On a typicol sumener olrerncon of Tohos, with the lov
breeses provedeng impetvn lor dorens of sadboots of mony
clawses. it s omarng Yo recoll that o boel generotion oge
the loke won generally comidersd 10 be "wmalable’
Lorge dnplocement hulled vesrels numbered omaong the
loh e s st worercrolt, houling supples, siloge, ond even
mail 10 the bosn's remole ouiposts os sorly os 1860 Ye!
honting o sod wos conadered on ot o idocy lor many
yeors following it ongwnal dechine in populanty

Among the st of the Iches wind propelled boohs
won the MINNIE MOOODY, o vessel of the “plunger” Hype
copioned by Fred Ehot of Tohoe City. Thia 34 foot cralt wos
odverined as having o copocity of 30 possengens, but in
those busthng doys of Tohoe City's infoncy. she uswolly
:mdobomwmlwdmoéd-'w
reght

Homer Burton s EDITH BATTY. first of the loke s poche!
boats. mode weekly mad deliverses out of Loke Forest in
the 18805, ond could be counted upon 1o complete the
oround the-loke ourney in thege doys -~ il the Swerro
Lephyts cooperated

Fah Ferguson. Coggns ond Smah's IRON DUKE wos
the most foemidable of early sailkng vessels of record of
the lohe. wonsporting hoy lrom Tohoe City 10 Byow
Glenbrook, ond other budding settlements glong the
heshore. The sty oot two-masted DUXKE hod o wide

Carol Van Etten Collection

Sailing At 6200

By Carol Van Etten
Couttesy of North Tohoe Hatocol Society

Photos courtesy of Norman Dewhurst

Some eorly uies of s0il were not oll so winictly
commerciol. Dr, Poul T, Kirby, who, with his wale Lucy
operated Emercld Boy Resort during the 1880s. wos on
ond 1080 who ireated the resort s Quetts 10 SXCUrMONS i
his sloop, the MOLLIE BAWN. o¢ 1o thrilling ndes »n ha
rocing yocht, the FLEETA

The POLARIS, Kjedl “Rusty” Rustod's First T soidboat.
wos © 24 foot Behr boot bullt by Nunes Beothers of
Soviclio - shown here ot Sunnyside about 1950

Cosvol booters of the perod generolly tended '
throw coution 10 the winds. hoihng @ piece of convos
cbove practcally orpthing thot would Hoot. Keel-less croft
better suvted 1o rowing or podding were pressed into
serveie 08 soillboon, ond the resvis were ohwoys
disapponting and sometimes troget . An overcbundance of
okohol n the wytems of some salon coniributed %o

' beom 544 todld ottdiwhodote on dmonng 125 100 of the=" “severc| cotestrophvcmonaem shops winich recappd wide
precious onmal lodder in ¢ single lood publicity, ducourogng further odventyure

@




The MIRCURY, on open<ockplt tempes! cless saliboet
vied by Rusted in Na serly solling excurtions of the loke,
wot on 1 foot ﬂyww‘ hulled crolt owned by McClatchey.

Increosed vie of sleom power on the loke during the
lumbering heyday of the 1870y ond B0s also helped bring
sbout 0 dechne of locol sailing. (Few residents gove the
ocwo much thought 01 0 recreation spoat.) By the beginnings
of the motorboat ero in the 19208, o belsed hod wprung vp
thal the copriciows winds of the loke were 100 dongerows
12 be chollenged with kmpunity

However, 0 1909 o Tohoe Tottler interview with Dr,
LG Kolisch. 0 vummer resident of Cornelion Bay, noted
the rabinh of locel salling. Dr. Kolisch, @ native of Avaivia
hod imported 'wo boots of the $tar class from Bolboo
Hobor In southern CoMornio, The boots were eoch
equipped with holl-1on heels ond reeling devices which
provided the necensory siabilty for trons-Tohee sanling
Koluch declored the lohe “deol” for yoct roceg, hoving
4 By thot time already spant two yeors experieenting wih
' \.f:(w'om winds

The sight of Koluch's sleek hulls gliding olong over the
ok e wos opporently 100 much for other local “old soln ™ 10
cbserve idly, In 1949 o retiked Norwegion seo coplon
nomed Kiell “Rusty™ Rustod, thea in the process of
developing Gronlibokhen, sllectively lounched the mod
ern aro of locel soilbooting on Tohoe's west thore. Using o
borrowed 18-1o01, open cockpht Tempest closs belonging te
McClorchey. Rustod become convinced of the loke's
“sodobility”, ond he soon took delivery on o 24.loot Behs
boot monufactured by the Nunes Brothers of Sousalite

e L L L L

The lounching of the POLARIE, o8 Bs hoo! was
hiistened wos 0 golo occonsion oppropriately celebras
od with lowing champogne ond woving flags. Before 100
mony yeors hod possed) the boots hull which wos of
vertcol-grain dougles I suttwmbed fo dey 1ot due 1o
Inodequote venting byt Rustod soon replaced her with
onather sleek Ml which he dubbed the CHIRRY P11

Funiod v scconn ercouroged others 1o iy thelr skl
ond the Sunnyside Tohoe Pines oie0 1w0on boosied &
sumber of soilboats, mostly of the 20 e 24 loot ve! wiy
Briner, now Duecior ol State Porks ond Recreoton. wes
atteve in the eorly days of locol seliboot racing. Initlally
with a 20 foot Chpper closs boat and later with o 19 leot
Rhodes hyl

Beinet's atep lother, Ralph Seors. wos of that e

ownet ol Swennide ond o swch, hod 0 maview
concenrion which sold Higgms mator boots (end laker, of
Brimer s suggestion, the gloss hylled line of ODay
sodboat ). Seors won omobly derogotory in his commaents
regording soilon, generslly refering 1o e rumber o8
rogpichens . But he saw hia restouront busress theive o8
o consegquence of the development of sailing which
contered isell in his harbor.

Thorks 10 the enthusiom of Rusrad end Briner, the
sport continged 10 o momentum locolly, ond by the lote
19604 the roster of locol soilboat owners hod grown lo
include such nomes os Chorles Crowdoed (with by 29
Ronger, the SALLY G). §d Wollis (with his Col 20, the X1
GREEN SUIT), Lot Bortietr with his MARVA LES (anll racing)
ond Powl Mooney, whose Coronado 25 wos the first en the
loke

Ancther soilor of note wos Ray Skerry, whose 21 foot
Aurcro, the BLUE CHIP, wos o familior sight ot locol roces
fo¢ live of six yeors betore he purchosed o 23 oot Ranger
the BEAR PAUSE (the nome wuggesting o hemporory $4Cope
from his Big Beor Burgers. ab that time lecated on the
highwoy obove Tohoe Boat Company. (The sotery Is now
known o8 Foul Eddie's )

Henry Koner entered Tohoe's yochting scene with his
3 ool alumingm hulled cotomaran wporteg o predictable
ool of pek point

Henry ). Kolser's anawer bo wes this 34 foot
cotamaren (leaturing predictebly oluminym poa.
tooms), lWMthMWW.MW
in Tohoo Pines (now Fleur du Loc) sbout 1950,

The ranks of local sollers continged 1o grow, Including
swch names o8 Roy Hellman of Reno, who orignally soiled

Dave Fritschi with his BLACK LOTUS,

Soiling on Loke Tohoe Is today 0 pursull which, while
no longer enjoying the siohvs of perilous idiocy, sl deawn
thore whore inclinations tend toword the daring. And on
ony Sunday you con see them scwdding over the bounding
moin ol Tohoe's desp blve hwmm“ﬁw
ogoin ' Y

i S0BYA, Sam Marsaman: T revos Mortin, Greg Felichmndy 11
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A Gentleman’s Gentleman

The recent poning of Brooks Walker, St., 0 summer
revident of Tohoe's west shore lor over 70 yeory, soddened
0 wide circle of lriends ond onociotes who remember the
gentlemon with greot fondness, Walker's Sen Froncisco
boved business ond philonthropic oclivities ore well
Anown, yet o relotively smoll group Is owore of by
founders role In the Tohoe Yacht Club ond the
development of locol recreational boating, or oy spckes.
man for the (ntecests of lokelron! property owners -
octivities 1o which he brought the some enthusiosm ond
shle he occorded hin officiol duties (omong these
president of $hayto Forests Compony, director of Leogue
10 Save Loke Tahoe, ond irustee of the Colifornia Acodemy
of Sciences). >

A tromsplonted Minnesota fomily, the Wolkers found
Tohoe in the early 1900's, thrilled to hove discovered such
on ideal subatitute for the cbundant water of thelr former
stote, In 1915, Wolker's lather, Clinton Walker, ocquired
M3 First Tohoe boat, the DOROTHY, It wos behind the
wheel and woke of this 251cot lounch (which his fomily
renomed the HESPERUS), 1hot Brooks begon his |de-long
love cllair with boating.

By the mid-1930's. newspaper occounts of the Tohoe
Yocht Club regotios were olrecdy referring 1o “long-time
chompion” Brooks Wolker, renowned lor his viitories In
the hydroplane category (which with Horry Hush Mogee
ond Lou Fogecl he helped ploneer). The PSYCHE, o step
hydroplane powered by o Holl-Scott aviation conversion,
wos 0 sensation in the ecrly 15207, atlalning speeds in
excess of 80 miles-per-hour,

In the 1935 Tchoe Tavern Regatto, then-Rear
Commodore Wolker entered the PSYCHE I, o 450
horsepower hydro, rocing ogoinst Edwoard Letts Oliver's
LETTS GO ond onother contender piloted by Wolter

For pleasure, there was the SARGENT, o Garwood
product which leatured on enclosed forword cockpit (loe
the convenience of lodies who peeferred 10 keep their
hairdos intoct while enjoying o spin). This croft wos
followed by the PSYCHE I, on early 1950's model Chris
Cratt Custom Sedon, and the lost of Wolker's wood-hulled
Heet,

Waolker wos o celebroted early oquoplone rider, and
helped initiote o speciolly leotured roce of the 1940
regotio. Contestonts would be towed from Obexer’s 1o
Chaombers” on their choice of oquoplone or watershis. In
oddition 10 Wolker, who took the trophy, competitors
included Corl ond Billy Bechdolt of Tohoe City, Pierce
Milton of Tohoe Pines, Homewood's Joha Sounders, ond

—

“pros” Roy ond Sirond Mikhelion, winter Alpine oces who
hod ploneered the sport of wolenkling ol Tohos three
yeors belore,

But Wolket's onsociotion with Loke Tohos wos nat el
plecsure. Ay o lokelron! property owner, Brooky '
occorionally lound himsell concerned with the lvwue of |
loke level, one such Instonce colling for his oppearonce In |
court, Locol revident ond Wolher's long time friend Tim
Sullivan tells the story of Wolker's arrivol of the Auburn
courthouse with on ormicad of skl poles. Beginning ot the
rostrum, Wolker poced off down the olsle ond oul 1he
door (periodicolly leaving o pole behind ot 0 marker) and
proceeded down the courthouse sleps 1o o spot somewhat
beyond the lountcin, This distance, he sxplained 1o the |
count, represented 350 feet, 1he omount of his real eviote
which wos encrooched upon by the ortiliciolly-impounded |
waoters of the Tchoe “Reservolr™ of Its maximum legol |
limit, Alter 1hat, sald Sullivan, the government didn't
bother him ony further on the sublject.

His octivities ond olfiliotions were myriod, beneliting
o greal many pecple he never knew, But by those here
who knew him, Brocks Wolker will be remembered In oll
1hot he did o3 o gentlemon’s gentlemon whose role in |
history Is secure, )

—_A i



Poge 0 MORTH TAHOL WiIN 9004, Imd
: Hﬂ-w

Owr, Jatoe

By Corol Von [Hen
Courtery of The North Lake Tohoe Historicel Soclety

*Rodeo « At Lake Tahoe?" 2 coples

Ellodeu - At Lake Tahoe?

~T.

The Sisrroville Rodeo, Nevoda County's blg summer
equesition svenl, took ploce lost weekend. This week
brings mony of the some contestonts fo Truckee for thot
communily's “horse hoppening” Augws! 11th ond 12th.

Though It hos been o full generotion since such on
event hos been sioged on Tohoe's north shore, some con
sill ramember 1he rodeos of Glenbrook and Loke Forest,
which beought together crowds of enthusiostic speciators
lor o day of western style entertoinment

Prior 10 their use o recrectional mov::‘. honn'.“d
courve, played on Important early port In bringing white
seitlers 1o the basin, The presence of these beosts of
burden was essentiol 1o logging operations of the 18705
ond 1880y, providing the power 1o thid logs down the
conyonsides 1o wogon or roll tronsport rovtes which
converged of the lokeshore, However, the local lobor
force In those doys was compeised mostly of woodsmen -
not cowboys, ond what kittle lelwre time wos avolloble
wot not glven over 1o equestrion pursull,

Following the decline of the lumber Indusiry, as Tohoe
begon o be developed for recroational purposes. horses
served the couse of eorly tourism In several copocities,
Uniil the norrow-gouge rollread kinking Truckeo ond Tahoe
City was completed in 1900, ofl transportation between the
two lowns wos by horsebock, stoge, of wogon,

But once horses ceosed to be necessory lor
tramsporiotion, they were odopted for recrection, Amenit-
les provided by mony hotels ond comps scon Included
guided troll rides, or of leost horses-for-hire.

And rodeo, o populor western spectator sport of the
18903, hod found Its way 1o Glenbrook, o former “hub” of
lumbering octivity (ond more recently transformed by the
blossoming of Glenbrook Inn and Ronch). In those early
contests, “pro” cowboys (03 well 03 some decidedly “om™)
drew o crowd lrom neor ond for, composed of elegon!
gvests ond milthands alike.

When this eostshore community become o virtual
ghost 1own with the relocation of the Bliss fomily’s tangible
assets 10 Tohoe City ot the turn of the century, the annuol
celebrotion ceosed, but the sporl’s continued populority,
combined with o resurgence of locol tourism, sporked
several onnual “revival” rodeos in Glenbrook four decodos
later, The first of these, held July 16, 1939 In the meadow
neor Glenbrook Inn ond Ronch, wos directed by
slow-spoken Johnny Vonce, and emceed by local colebrity
Major Mox Flelshman,
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Glenbrook residents Wil Bliss ond Foy Shonnan,
organizers ol the event, were so delighted with the sire of
the crowd of “nearly 2507, thot they scheduied o second
roundup lor July 30, Atlendance of over 350 of this second
evenl wos considered 10 be couse for stoging o third
no-odminion show on Augusl 20, ond the resw!l wos
onother shorp rise in ottendaonce, leading the orgonizers to
promise o slole of even bigger and better shows the
following summer,

In August of 1940, three rodeos were held in o single
week, Comp Chonokls (neor South Shore) ond Drocker!’s
Stables In Kings Beoch |oined Glenbrook In hosting o
rodeo, the local populority of the sport hoving reoched ins
renith. Pre-publicity for the summer’s lnnougurol event,
sel lor July 14 ot Glenbrook, promised o 9-event bill,
leoturing 25 1o 30 professionol cowboys on holidoy from
the regulor circult. The $200 purse, shored by Johnany
Vonce ond Johany Gordner, both of Glenbrook, wos in
oddition 10 $123 roised lor the locol Red Cross,

It wos cbout thot some time thot Loke Fores! become
the site of o north shore rodeo, Locol resident Morzle
Cornell, whose lother, Tom Wolker, ron o doiry in Loke
Fores), romembers the mony hours she spent picking uvp
rocks on the rodeo grounds (In those doys locoted wphill
ocross the highwoy from the old hoichery building of the
comner of Loke Forest Rood ond the main highwoy, neor
the cobin with corrals), Mozie recolls that eoch of the locol
counties wos represented by o queen, ond o Rodeo Queen
wos selected from the group.

World Wor Il temporarily put @ slop 1o such recrection,
but the eorly 1950s sow o rebdirth of local rodeo octivity,
chielly through the elforts of Bob Skotes, who at the time
operated o stable on the present site of the Loke Forest
Coost Guard station. Skotes would invite his broncbusting
friends 1o porticipate in the vorious contests, with
speciators viewing the oction from bales of hoy ploced
oround the perieneter of the oreno.

Mortho Snyder, whose husbond Don furnished the
lumber necessary 1o consirnt the mokeshift enclosures,
remembers 1oking her girls (then grommar school 0ge) 1o
the event, dressed in oppropriote western gorb, down o
cowboy boon‘

Though rodeos on Loke Tohoo's north shore ond ot
Glenbrook ore perhops never 10 be revived, 1odoy the
western ouldoor enthusiast con do his spectating ot the
onnval rodeo still held in Truckee - this yeor's contest to
be stoged this weekend of the community park. See you
there!
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